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(iv) Review for consistency of analyt-
ical assumptions and results all pro-
posed decisions made by Commodity
Estimates Committees prior to any re-
lease outside the Department.

(4) [Reserved]

(5) Related to long-range commodity
and agricultural-sector projections. Es-
tablish committees of the agencies of
the Department to coordinate the de-
velopment of a set of analytical as-
sumptions and long-range agricultural-
sector projections (2 years and beyond)
based on commodity projections con-
sistent with these assumptions and co-
ordinated through the Interagency
Commodity Estimates Committees.

(b) Reservation. The following author-
ity is reserved to the Chief Economist:
Review all proposed decisions having
substantial economic policy implica-
tions.

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 77
FR 14952, Mar. 14, 2012; 78 FR 40938, July 9,
2013]

§2.73 Director, Office of Energy Policy
and New Uses.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to
§2.29(a)(11), the following delegations
of authority are made by the Chief
Economist to the Director, Office of
Energy Policy and New Uses:

(1) Providing Department leadership
in:

(i) Analyzing and evaluating existing
and proposed energy policies and strat-
egies, including those regarding the al-
location of scarce resources;

(ii) Developing energy policies and
strategies, including those regarding
the allocation of scarce resources;

(iii) Reviewing and evaluating De-
partmental energy and energy-related
programs and program progress;

(iv) Developing agricultural and
rural components of national energy
policy plans;

(v) Preparing reports on energy and
energy-related policies and programs
required under Act of Congress and Ex-
ecutive Orders, including those involv-
ing testimony and reports on legisla-
tive proposals.

(2) Providing Departmental oversight
and coordination with respect to re-
sources available for energy and en-
ergy-related activities, including funds
transferred to USDA from departments

§2.74

and agencies of the Federal govern-
ment pursuant to interagency agree-
ments.

(3) Representing the Chief Economist
at conferences, meetings, and other
contacts where energy matters are dis-
cussed, including liaison with the De-
partment of Energy, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, and other
governmental departments and agen-
cies.

(4) Providing the Chief Economist
with such assistance as requested to
perform the duties delegated to the Di-
rector concerning energy and new uses.

(5) Working with the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Congressional Re-
lations to maintain Congressional and
public contacts in energy matters, in-
cluding development of legislative pro-
posals, preparation of reports on legis-
lation pending in congress, appearances
before Congressional committees, and
related activities.

(6) These delegations exclude the en-
ergy management actions related to
the internal operations of the Depart-
ment as delegated to the Assistant Sec-
retary for Administration.

(7) Conduct a program on the eco-
nomic feasibility of new uses of agri-
cultural products. Assist agricultural
researchers by evaluating the economic
and market potential of new agricul-
tural products in the initial phase of
development and contributing to
prioritization of the Departmental re-
search agenda.

(8) Administer a competitive bio-
diesel fuel education grants program (7
U.S.C. 8106).

(9) Implement a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Secretary of En-
ergy regarding cooperation in the ap-
plication of hydrogen and fuel cell
technology programs for rural commu-
nities and agricultural producers.

(b) [Reserved]

[64 FR 40736, July 28, 1999, as amended at 68
FR 27446, May 20, 2003; 74 FR 3410, Jan. 21,
2009; 79 FR 44116, July 30, 2014]

§2.74 Director, Climate Change Pro-
gram Office.

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to
§2.29(a)(12), the following delegations
of authority are made by the Chief
Economist to the Director, Climate
Change Program Office:
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