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§7.5

§7.5 Eligible voters.

(a) Persons must meet the require-
ments of paragraphs (b) or (¢c) of this
section to be eligible to vote in direct
elections of county committee mem-
bers.

(b) Farmers and ranchers who are of
legal voting age in the State in which
their farms or ranches are located, re-
gardless of race, color, national origin,
gender, religion, age, disability, polit-
ical beliefs, sexual orientation, and
marital or family status, and any farm-
ers or ranchers not of legal voting age
who are in charge of the supervision
and conduct of the farming operations
on an entire farm, are eligible to vote
for direct election of county committee
members, if they:

(1) Participated in a program admin-
istered within a county, or area under
the jurisdiction of the county com-
mittee, within 1 year of the date of the
election; or

(2) Not later than the final date to re-
turn ballots, cooperate as evidenced in
county office records.

(c) In any State having a community
property law, the spouse of a person
who is eligible to vote in accordance
with paragraph (b) of this section is
also eligible to vote.

(d) If an eligible voter is a legal enti-
ty, the eligible voter’s vote may be
cast by a duly authorized representa-
tive of such entity, as determined by
the Deputy Administrator, Field Oper-
ations, FSA.

(e) Each county office will maintain
a list of eligible voters for each local
administrative area within the county.
A county office must disclose a list
containing the names of eligible voters
to the public. A county office must dis-
close a list containing the names and
addresses of eligible voters to a can-
didate for a county committee position
at the request of the candidate.

(f) Farmers and ranchers who are not
on the list of eligible voters who be-
lieve that they meet eligibility re-
quirements may file a written chal-
lenge with the county committee and
may appeal county committee voting
ineligibility determinations to the
State committee.

(g) Each eligible voter will be enti-
tled to only one ballot in any election
held in any one local administrative
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area. If the eligible voter has an inter-
est in land located in more than one
local administrative area in a single
county, such voter will not be entitled
to vote in more than one local adminis-
trative area in that county. There will
be no voting by proxy.

§7.6 Establishment of local adminis-
trative areas.

(a) The Secretary, or the Secretary’s
designee, may designate local adminis-
trative areas within a county or a larg-
er area under the jurisdiction of a
county committee.

(1) There will be a minimum of three
local administrative areas in each
county. In counties that have been
combined or consolidated into a mul-
tiple county office, there will be 3 to 11
local administrative areas. In single-
county offices, there will be three to
five local administrative areas. With
respect to Alaska and Puerto Rico, the
county will be the area so designated
by the State committees. In Louisiana,
the term ‘‘county’’ applies to parishes.

(2) Each local administrative area
will have not more than one elected
county committee member.

(3) The boundaries of the local ad-
ministrative areas will be determined
by the State committee after consid-
ering recommendations by the county
committee in which the local adminis-
trative areas are located.

(4) The county committee must give
public notice of the local administra-
tive area boundaries in advance of the
election and nomination processes.

(b) [Reserved]

§7.7 Calling of elections.

(a) The Secretary will establish a
county committee in each county or
area under the jurisdiction of a mul-
tiple county office.

(b) Each election of county com-
mittee members must be held on a
date, or within a specified period of
time, determined by the Deputy Ad-
ministrator. Each such election must
be held in accordance with instructions
issued by the Deputy Administrator,
and the instructions must be available
for public examination in each county
office.
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(c) If the number of eligible voters
voting in any election of county com-
mittee members is so small that the
State committee determines that the
result of that election does not rep-
resent the views of a substantial num-
ber of eligible voters, the State com-
mittee may declare the election void
and call a new election. If it is deter-
mined by the State committee that the
election for any position on a county
committee has not been held substan-
tially in accordance with official in-
structions, the State committee will
declare such election void and call a
new election.

§7.8 Nominations for
mittee.

county com-

(a) Nominations to the county com-
mittee will be publicly solicited with a
closing date for nominations not less
than 90 days prior to the election date.

(b) Each solicitation for nomination
will include the nondiscrimination
statement used by the Secretary.

(c) To be eligible for nomination for
election in a single county jurisdiction
in the local administrative area con-
ducting the election, a person must be
a farmer or rancher residing within
that local administrative area under
the jurisdiction of the county com-
mittee. In a multiple county jurisdic-
tion, or in the case where an local ad-
ministrative area or county boundary
runs through a farm, a person will only
be eligible for nomination in the juris-
diction and local administrative area
in which the person’s records are ad-
ministered.

(d) To be eligible, nominees must be
farmers or ranchers who:

(1) Participated in a program admin-
istered within an area under the juris-
diction of the county committee; or

(2) At the time of the deadline to sub-
mit nominations, cooperate as evi-
denced in county office records.

(e) Nominations of eligible farmers
and ranchers will be solicited and ac-
cepted from organizations representing
the interests of socially disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers.

(f) Eligible farmers and ranchers may
nominate themselves or other farmers
and ranchers who meet the nomination
criteria in paragraph (d) of this sec-

§7.10

tion, and who certify their willingness
to serve on the county committee.

(g) If elected, nominees must meet
all the eligibility requirements in §7.18
to serve as county committee mem-
bers.

§7.9 Slate of candidates.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, a slate of candidates
will consist of one or more eligible
farmers and ranchers nominated
through public solicitation of nominees
as specified in §7.8.

(b) If no nominations are received by
the closing date for nominations, the
county committee must develop a slate
of candidates in accordance with the
Uniform Guidelines.

(c) A slate developed by the county
committee must include at least one
individual representing the interests of
socially disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers.

(d) Candidates must certify their
willingness to serve on the county
committee if elected as a member or
alternate.

(e) The county committee must ac-
cept write-in candidates on ballots.

(f) Write-in candidates, if elected as a
member or an alternate, must meet the
eligibility requirements of §7.18 and
must certify their willingness to serve
on the county committee before they
will be certified as a member or alter-
nate.

§7.10 Conduct of county committee
elections.

(a) The county committee serving at
the time of the election will be respon-
sible for the conduct of the county
committee election in accordance with
the Uniform Guidelines and with any
instructions issued by the Deputy Ad-
ministrator.

(b) County committee elections must
not be associated with, or held in con-
junction with, any other election or
referendum conducted for any other
purpose.

(c) The county committee must give
advance public notice at least 30 cal-
endar days prior to the election date of
how, when, and where eligible voters
may vote.

(d) The county committee must pro-
vide at least 10 calendar days of public
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