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(a) Assessment services provided
under the regulations shall consist of:

(1) Review of the adequacy of an ap-
plicant’s quality manual against the
requirements of ISO Guide 65; and

(2) Onsite auditing of an applicant’s
organic certification program to en-
sure implementation of the provisions
of the quality manual and the appli-
cant’s compliance with the require-
ments of ISO Guide 65.

(b) Organic certifying agencies also
may request assessment services under
other international recognized guide-
lines or requirements. Developmental
assistance in the form of training to
explain requirements for quality sys-
tem assessment is available upon re-
quest.

§37.3 Availability of service.

Service under these regulations is
available to State and private organic
certifying agencies.

§37.4 How to apply for service.

(a) Application. Any organic certi-
fying agency may apply to the Branch
Chief, Meat Grading and Certification
(MGC) Branch, Livestock and Seed
(LS) Program, AMS, P.O. Box 96456,
Room 2628-South, Washington, DC,
20090-6456 for assessment service. The
application shall be made on Form LS-
314, Application for Service. The appli-
cant shall provide the following:

(1) The name and address of the es-
tablishment at which service is desired;

(2) The name and post office address
of the applicant;

(3) The financial interest of the appli-
cant in the program, except where ap-
plication is made by an official of a
State Government agency in their offi-
cial capacity;

(4) The type of business and services
provided;

(5) The type of commodity certified;
and

(6) the signature of the applicant (or
the signature and title of his represent-
ative). The application shall indicate

§37.8

the status of the applicant as an indi-
vidual, partnership, corporation, or
other form of entity. Any change in
such status, at any time while service
is being received, shall be promptly re-
ported to the Department by the per-
son receiving the service.

(b) Notice of eligibility for service. The
applicant will be notified whether its
application is approved, and the re-
quest for service deemed made under
the regulations. Upon approval of a re-
quest for service, the applicant shall
provide a copy of its quality manual.

(c) Applicants requiring additional
assessment audits who have already
submitted Form LS-314 are not re-
quired to submit an additional Form
L.S-314: Provided that, the required in-
formation on the original Form LS-314
remains unchanged.

§87.5 Order of furnishing service.

Service under the regulations shall
be furnished to applicants in the order
in which requests for service therefore
are received, insofar as consistent with
good management, efficiency, and
economy.

§37.6 When application may be with-
drawn.

An application or a request for serv-
ice may be withdrawn by the applicant
at any time before the application is
approved or prior to performance of
service: provided that, the applicant
shall pay any expenses which have been
incurred by the Department in connec-
tion with such application.

§37.7 Authority to request service.

Proof of the interest of an applicant
involved in the request for service, or
of the authority of any person applying
for the service on behalf of another
may be required, at the discretion of
the reviewing official.

§37.8 Financial interest of official.

No auditor or other Department offi-
cial shall review any programs or docu-
ments concerning a certification pro-
gram in which the official is directly or
indirectly financially interested.
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