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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 63.111 

majority of the voting representatives 
are present. 

(b) A decision of the Board shall be 
made by a majority of the voting mem-
bers of the board. 

(c) The Board shall meet not less 
than once each fiscal year at the call of 
the chairperson or at the request of the 
executive director. 

(d) The location of the meeting shall 
be established by the Board. 

(e) A chairperson shall be selected 
from among the voting members of the 
Board and all serve a term of office of 
two years. 

(f) All Board members and the Sec-
retary will be notified at least 30 days 
in advance of all Board meetings, un-
less an emergency meeting is declared. 

(g) In lieu of voting at a properly 
convened meeting and, when in the 
opinion of the chairperson of the Board 
such action is necessary, the Board 
may take action if supported by a sim-
ple majority of the Board representa-
tives by mail, telephone, electronic 
mail, facsimile, or any other means of 
communication. In that event, all rep-
resentatives must be notified and pro-
vided the opportunity to vote. Any ac-
tion so taken shall have the same force 
and effect as though such action had 
been taken at a properly convened 
meeting of the Board. All telephone 
votes shall be confirmed promptly in 
writing. All votes shall be recorded in 
Board minutes. 

(h) There shall be no voting by proxy. 
(i) The organization of the Board and 

the procedures for conducting meetings 
of the Board shall be in accordance 
with its bylaws, which shall be estab-
lished by the Board and approved by 
the Secretary. 

§ 63.110 Powers and duties of the 
Board. 

The management of the NSIIC shall 
be vested in the Board of Directors. 
The Board shall have the following 
powers and duties: 

(a) Be responsible for the general su-
pervision of the NSIIC; 

(b) Review any grant or contract 
agreement to be made or entered into 
by the NSIIC and any financial assist-
ance provided to the NSIIC; 

(c) Make the final decision, by major-
ity vote, on whether or not to provide 

grants to an eligible entity in accord-
ance with the strategic plan; 

(d) Develop and establish a budget 
plan and long-term operating plan to 
carry out the goals of the NSIIC; 

(e) Adopt, and amend as appropriate, 
bylaws as necessary for the proper 
management and functioning of the 
NSIIC; 

(f) Provide a system of organization 
to fix responsibility and promote effi-
ciency in carrying out the functions of 
the NSIIC; 

(g) Appoint and establish compensa-
tion for an executive director, who will 
serve at the pleasure of the Board, to 
be the chief executive officer of the 
NSIIC; 

(h) Appoint other officers, attorneys, 
employees, and agents as necessary and 
set forth their respective duties and 
powers; 

(i) Delegate, by resolution, to the 
chairperson, the executive director, or 
any other officer or employee any func-
tion, power, or duty of the Board— 
other than voting on a grant, contract, 
agreement, budget, or annual strategic 
plan; and 

(j) Consult with the following enti-
ties to carry out this part: 

(1) State departments of agriculture; 
(2) Federal departments and agencies; 
(3) Nonprofit development corpora-

tions; 
(4) Colleges and universities; 
(5) Banking and other credit-related 

agencies; 
(6) Agriculture and agribusiness orga-

nizations, and 
(7) Regional planning and develop-

ment organizations. 

§ 63.111 Prohibited activities. 
The Board may not engage in, and 

shall prohibit the employees and 
agents of the Board from engaging in: 

(a) Any action that is a conflict of in-
terest under § 63.112; 

(b) Using funds to undertake any ac-
tion for the purpose of influencing leg-
islation or governmental action or pol-
icy, by local, State, national, and for-
eign governments, other than recom-
mending to the Secretary amendments 
to the Order; and 

(c) Any activity that is false, mis-
leading, or disparaging to another agri-
cultural commodity. 
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