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Food and Nutrition Service, USDA

must provide women, infants, and chil-
dren applicants with written informa-
tion on the following nutrition, health,
or public assistance programs, and
make referrals to these programs as
appropriate:

(1) The Medicaid Program, which is
the medical assistance program estab-
lished under Title XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.), and
other health insurance programs for
low-income households in the State.
The State agency must provide local
agencies with materials showing the
income standards utilized in the Med-
icaid Program;

(2) The Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) program under
part A of Title IV of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

(3) The Child Support Enforcement
Program under part D of Title IV of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 651 et
seq.); and

(4) The Food Stamp Program (7
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).

(b) What information on other public
assistance programs must the local agency
provide to elderly applicants? The local
agency must provide elderly applicants
with written information on the fol-
lowing programs, and make referrals,
as appropriate:

(1) Supplemental security income
benefits provided under Title XVI of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381
et seq.);

(2) Medical assistance provided under
Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1396 et seq.), including medical
assistance provided to a qualified Medi-
care beneficiary (42 U.S.C. 1395(p) and
1396d(5)); and

(3) The Food Stamp Program (7
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).

(c) Is the value of CSFP benefits count-
ed as income or resources for any other
public assistance programs? No. The
value of benefits received in CSFP may
not be considered as income or re-
sources of participants or their fami-
lies for any purpose under Federal,
State, or local laws, including laws re-
lating to taxation and public assist-
ance programs.

[70 FR 47063, Aug. 11, 2005, as amended at 79
FR 38751, July 9, 2014]

§247.16

§247.15 Notification of eligibility or in-
eligibility of applicant.

(a) What is the timeframe for notifying
an applicant of eligibility or ineligibility
for CSFP benefits? Local agencies must
notify applicants of their eligibility or
ineligibility for CSFP benefits, or their
placement on a waiting list, within 10
days from the date of application.

(b) What must be included in the notifi-
cation of eligibility or ineligibility? The
notification of eligibility must include
information on the time, location, and
means of food distribution, and the
length of the certification period. Noti-
fication of ineligibility must be in
writing, and must include the reason
the applicant is not eligible, a state-
ment of the individual’s right to a fair
hearing to appeal the decision, and a
statement that informs the applicant
that program standards are applied
without discrimination by race, color,
national origin, age, sex, or disability.

§247.16 Certification period.

(a) How long is the certification period?
(1) Women, infants, and children. For
women, infants, and children, the State
agency must establish certification pe-
riods that may not exceed 6 months in
length. However, pregnant women may
be certified to participate for the dura-
tion of their pregnancy and for up to
six weeks post-partum. This paragraph
only applies to the recertification of
women, infants, and children who were
certified and receiving CSFP benefits
as of February 6, 2014, and whose en-
rollment in CSFP has continued with-
out interruption.

(2) Elderly persons. For elderly per-
sons, the State agency must establish
certification periods that may not ex-
ceed 6 months in length. However, the
State agency may authorize local agen-
cies to extend the certification period
without a formal review of eligibility
for additional 6-month periods, as long
as the following conditions are met:

(i) The person’s address and contin-
ued interest in receiving program bene-
fits are verified; and

(ii) The local agency has sufficient
reason to believe that the person still
meets the income eligibility standards
(e.g., the elderly person has a fixed in-
come).
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