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and document participation in and suc-
cessful completion of training for per-
sonnel regarding their roles and re-
sponsibilities as outlined in the plan. 
For current licensees and registrants, 
training of dealer, exhibitor, inter-
mediate handler, and carrier personnel 
must be completed by September 27, 
2013. For new dealers, exhibitors, inter-
mediate handlers, or carriers licensed 
or registered after July 29, 2013, train-
ing of personnel must be completed 
within 60 days of the dealer, exhibitor, 
intermediate handler, or carrier put-
ting their contingency plan in place. 
Employees hired 30 days or more before 
their contingency plan is put in place 
must also be trained by that date. For 
employees hired less than 30 days be-
fore that date or after that date, train-
ing must be conducted within 30 days 
of their start date. Any changes to the 
plan as a result of the annual review 
must be communicated to employees 
through training which must be con-
ducted within 30 days of making the 
changes. 

[77 FR 76823, Dec. 31, 2012] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 46255, July 
31, 2013, § 2.134 was stayed indefinitely, effec-
tive July 31, 2013. 

Subpart J—Importation of Live 
Dogs 

SOURCE: 79 FR 48659, Aug. 18, 2014, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 2.150 Import permit. 

(a) No person shall import a live dog 
from any part of the world into the 
continental United States or Hawaii 
for purposes of resale, research, or vet-
erinary treatment unless the dog is ac-
companied by an import permit issued 
by APHIS and is imported into the con-
tinental United States or Hawaii with-
in 30 days after the proposed date of ar-
rival stated in the import permit. 

(b) An application for an import per-
mit must be submitted to the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service, 
Animal Care, 4700 River Road Unit 84, 
Riverdale, MD 20737–1234 or though 
Animal Care’s Web site (http:// 
www.aphis.usda.gov/animallwelfare/). 
Application forms for import permits 

may be obtained from Animal Care at 
the address listed above. 

(c) The completed application must 
include the following information: 

(1) The name and address of the per-
son intending to export the dog(s) to 
the continental United States or Ha-
waii; 

(2) The name and address of the per-
son intending to import the dog(s) into 
the continental United States or Ha-
waii; 

(3) The number of dogs to be im-
ported and the breed, sex, age, color, 
markings, and other identifying infor-
mation of each dog; 

(4) The purpose of the importation; 
(5) The port of embarkation and the 

mode of transportation; 
(6) The port of entry in the United 

States; 
(7) The proposed date of arrival in the 

continental United States or Hawaii; 
and 

(8) The name and address of the per-
son to whom the dog(s) will be deliv-
ered in the continental United States 
or Hawaii and, if the dog(s) is or are 
imported for research purposes, the 
USDA registration number of the re-
search facility where the dog will be 
used for research, tests, or experi-
ments. 

(d) After receipt and review of the ap-
plication by APHIS, an import permit 
indicating the applicable conditions for 
importation under this subpart may be 
issued for the importation of the dog(s) 
described in the application if such 
dog(s) appears to be eligible to be im-
ported. Even though an import permit 
has been issued for the importation of 
a dog, the dog may only be imported if 
all applicable requirements of this sub-
part and any other applicable regula-
tions of this subchapter and any other 
statute or regulation of any State or of 
the United States are met. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0379) 

§ 2.151 Certifications. 

(a) Required certificates. Except as 
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, no person shall import a live dog 
from any part of the world into the 
continental United States or Hawaii 
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6 Alternatively, this requirement can be 
met by providing an exact copy of the rabies 
vaccination certificate if so required under 
the Public Health Service regulations in 42 
CFR 71.51. 

for purposes of resale, research, or vet-
erinary treatment unless the following 
conditions are met: 

(1) Health certificate. Each dog is ac-
companied by an original health cer-
tificate issued in English by a licensed 
veterinarian with a valid license to 
practice veterinary medicine in the 
country of export that: 

(i) Specifies the name and address of 
the person intending to import the dog 
into the continental United States or 
Hawaii; 

(ii) Identifies the dog on the basis of 
breed, sex, age, color, markings, and 
other identifying information; 

(iii) States that the dog is at least 6 
months of age; 

(iv) States that the dog was vac-
cinated, not more than 12 months be-
fore the date of arrival at the U.S. 
port, for distemper, hepatitis, lepto-
spirosis, parvovirus, and parainfluenza 
virus (DHLPP) at a frequency that pro-
vides continuous protection of the dog 
from those diseases and is in accord-
ance with currently accepted practices 
as cited in veterinary medicine ref-
erence guides; 

(v) States that the dog is in good 
health (i.e., free of any infectious dis-
ease or physical abnormality which 
would endanger the dog or other ani-
mals or endanger public health, includ-
ing, but not limited to, parasitic infec-
tion, emaciation, lesions of the skin, 
nervous system disturbances, jaundice, 
or diarrhea); and 

(vi) Bears the signature and the li-
cense number of the veterinarian 
issuing the certificate. 

(2) Rabies vaccination certificate. Each 
dog is accompanied by a valid rabies 
vaccination certificate 6 that was 
issued in English by a licensed veteri-
narian with a valid license to practice 
veterinary medicine in the country of 
export for the dog not less than 3 
months of age at the time of vaccina-
tion that: 

(i) Specifies the name and address of 
the person intending to import the dog 
into the continental United States or 
Hawaii; 

(ii) Identifies the dog on the basis of 
breed, sex, age, color, markings, and 
other identifying information; 

(iii) Specifies a date of rabies vac-
cination at least 30 days before the 
date of arrival of the dog at a U.S. 
port; 

(iv) Specifies a date of expiration of 
the vaccination which is after the date 
of arrival of the dog at a U.S. port. If 
no date of expiration is specified, then 
the date of vaccination shall be no 
more than 12 months before the date of 
arrival at a U.S. port; and 

(v) Bears the signature and the li-
cense number of the veterinarian 
issuing the certificate. 

(b) Exceptions. (1) Research. The provi-
sions of paragraphs (a)(1)(iii), (a)(1)(iv), 
(a)(1)(v), and/or (a)(2) of this section do 
not apply to any person who imports a 
live dog from any part of the world 
into the continental United States or 
Hawaii for use in research, tests, or ex-
periments at a research facility, pro-
vided that: Such person submits satis-
factory evidence to Animal Care at the 
time of his or her application for an 
import permit that the specific provi-
sion(s) would interfere with the dog’s 
use in such research, tests, or experi-
ments in accordance with a research 
proposal and the proposal has been ap-
proved by the research facility IACUC. 

(2) Veterinary care. The provisions of 
paragraphs (a)(1)(iii) through (a)(1)(v) 
and (a)(2) of this section do not apply 
to any person who imports a live dog 
from any part of the world into the 
continental United States or Hawaii 
for veterinary treatment by a licensed 
veterinarian, provided that: 

(i) The original health certificate re-
quired in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion states that the dog is in need of 
veterinary treatment that cannot be 
obtained in the country of export and 
states the name and address of the li-
censed veterinarian in the United 
States who intends to provide the dog 
such veterinary treatment; and 

(ii) The person who imports the dog 
completes a veterinary treatment 
agreement with Animal Care at the 
time of application for an import per-
mit and confines the animal until the 
conditions specified in the agreement 
are met. Such conditions may include 
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determinations by the licensed veteri-
narian in the United States that the 
dog is in good health, has been ade-
quately vaccinated against DHLPP and 
rabies, and is at least 6 months of age. 
The person importing the dog shall 
bear the expense of veterinary treat-
ment and confinement. 

(3) Dogs imported into Hawaii from the 
British Isles, Australia, Guam, or New 
Zealand. The provisions of paragraph 
(a)(1)(iii) of this section do not apply to 
any person who lawfully imports a live 
dog into the State of Hawaii from the 
British Isles, Australia, Guam, or New 
Zealand in compliance with the appli-
cable regulations of the State of Ha-
waii, provided that the dog is not 
transported out of the State of Hawaii 
for purposes of resale at less than 6 
months of age. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0379) 

§ 2.152 Notification of arrival. 
Upon the arrival of a dog at the port 

of first arrival in the continental 
United States or Hawaii, the person in-
tending to import the dog, or his or her 
agent, must present the import permit 
and any applicable certifications and 
veterinary treatment agreement re-
quired by this subpart to the collector 
of customs for use at that port. 

§ 2.153 Dogs refused entry. 
Any dog refused entry into the conti-

nental United States or Hawaii for 
noncompliance with the requirements 
of this subpart may be removed from 
the continental United States or Ha-
waii or may be seized and the person 
intending to import the dog shall pro-
vide for the care (including appropriate 
veterinary care), forfeiture, and adop-
tion of the dog, at his or her expense. 

PART 3—STANDARDS 

Subpart A—Specifications for the Humane 
Handling, Care, Treatment, and Trans-
portation of Dogs and Cats 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

Sec. 
3.1 Housing facilities, general. 
3.2 Indoor housing facilities. 
3.3 Sheltered housing facilities. 
3.4 Outdoor housing facilities. 

3.5 Mobile or traveling housing facilities. 
3.6 Primary enclosures. 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUSBANDRY STANDARDS 

3.7 Compatible grouping. 
3.8 Exercise for dogs. 
3.9 Feeding. 
3.10 Watering. 
3.11 Cleaning, sanitization, housekeeping, 

and pest control. 
3.12 Employees. 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS 

3.13 Consignments to carriers and inter-
mediate handlers. 

3.14 Primary enclosures used to transport 
live dogs and cats. 

3.15 Primary conveyances (motor vehicle, 
rail, air, and marine). 

3.16 Food and water requirements. 
3.17 Care in transit. 
3.18 Terminal facilities. 
3.19 Handling. 

Subpart B—Specifications for the Humane 
Handling, Care, Treatment, and Trans-
portation of Guinea Pigs and Hamsters 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

3.25 Facilities, general. 
3.26 Facilities, indoor. 
3.27 Facilities, outdoor. 
3.28 Primary enclosures. 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUSBANDRY STANDARDS 

3.29 Feeding. 
3.30 Watering. 
3.31 Sanitation. 
3.32 Employees. 
3.33 Classification and separation. 
3.34 [Reserved] 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS 

3.35 Consignments to carriers and inter-
mediate handlers. 

3.36 Primary enclosures used to transport 
live guinea pigs and hamsters. 

3.37 Primary conveyances (motor vehicle, 
rail, air, and marine). 

3.38 Food and water requirements. 
3.39 Care in transit. 
3.40 Terminal facilities. 
3.41 Handling. 

Subpart C—Specifications for the Humane 
Handling, Care, Treatment and Trans-
portation of Rabbits 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

3.50 Facilities, general. 
3.51 Facilities, indoor. 
3.52 Facilities, outdoor. 
3.53 Primary enclosures. 
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