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properly inspect the animals at any
time. If such lighting is not provided
by the carrier, provisions must be
made by the shipper to supply such
lighting.

[66 FR 255, Jan. 3, 2001]

§3.115 Food and drinking water re-
quirements.

(a) Those marine mammals that re-
quire drinking water must be offered
potable water within 4 hours of being
placed in the primary transport enclo-
sure for transport in commerce. Marine
mammals must be provided water as
often as necessary and appropriate for
the species involved to prevent dehy-
dration, which would jeopardize the
good health and well-being of the ani-
mals.

(b) Marine mammals being trans-
ported in commerce must be offered
food as often as necessary and appro-
priate for the species involved or as de-
termined by the attending veteri-
narian.

[66 FR 256, Jan. 3, 2001]

§3.116 Care in transit.

(a) A licensed veterinarian, em-
ployee, and/or attendant of the shipper
or receiver of any marine mammal
being transported, in commerce,
knowledgeable and experienced in the
area of marine mammal care and trans-
port, must accompany all marine
mammals during periods of transpor-
tation to provide for their good health
and well-being, to observe such marine
mammals to determine whether they
need veterinary care, and to obtain any
needed veterinary care as soon as pos-
sible. Any transport of greater than 2
hours duration requires a transport
plan approved by the attending veteri-
narian that will include the specifica-
tion of the necessity of the presence of
a veterinarian during the transport. If
the attending veterinarian does not ac-
company the animal, communication
with the veterinarian must be main-
tained in accordance with §§2.33(b)(3)
and 2.40(b)(3) of this chapter.

(b) The following marine mammals
may be transported in commerce only
when the transport of such marine
mammals has been determined to be
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appropriate by the attending veteri-
narian:

(1) A pregnant animal in the last half
of pregnancy;

(2) A dependent unweaned young ani-
mal;

(3) A nursing mother with young; or

(4) An animal with a medical condi-
tion requiring veterinary care, that
would be compromised by transport.
The attending veterinarian must note
on the accompanying health certificate
the existence of any of the above condi-
tions. The attending veterinarian must
also determine whether a veterinarian
should accompany such marine mam-
mals during transport.

(c) Carriers must inform the crew as
to the presence of the marine mam-
mals on board the craft, inform the in-
dividual accompanying the marine
mammals of any unexpected delays as
soon as they become known, and ac-
commodate, except as precluded by
safety considerations, requests by the
shipper or his agent to provide access
to the animals or take other necessary
actions for the welfare of the animals if
a delay occurs.

(d) A sufficient number of employees
or attendants of the shipper or receiver
of cetaceans or sirenians being trans-
ported, in commerce, must provide for
such cetaceans and sirenians during pe-
riods of transport by:

(1) Keeping the skin moist or pre-
venting the drying of the skin by such
methods as intermittent spraying of
water or application of a nontoxic
emollient;

(2) Assuring that the pectoral flippers
are allowed freedom of movement at
all times;

(3) Making adjustments in the posi-
tion of the marine mammals when nec-
essary to prevent necrosis of the skin
at weight pressure points;

(4) Keeping the animal cooled and/or
warmed sufficiently to prevent over-
heating, hypothermia, or temperature
related stress; and

(5) Calming the marine mammals to
avoid struggling, thrashing, and other
unnecessary activity that may cause
overheating or physical trauma.

(e) A sufficient number of employees
or attendants of the shipper or receiver
of pinnipeds or polar bears being trans-
ported, in commerce, must provide for
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§3.117

such pinnipeds and polar bears during
periods of transport by:

(1) Keeping the animal cooled and/or
warmed sufficiently to prevent over-
heating, hypothermia, or temperature
related stress; and

(2) Calming the marine mammals to
avoid struggling, thrashing, and other
unnecessary activity that may cause
overheating or physical trauma.

(f) Sea otters must be transported in
primary enclosures that contain false
floors through which water and waste
freely pass to keep the interior of the
transport unit free from waste mate-
rials. Moisture must be provided by
water sprayers or ice during transport.

(g) Marine mammals may be removed
from their primary transport enclo-
sures only by the attendants or other
persons capable of handling such mam-
mals safely.

[66 FR 256, Jan. 3, 2001]

§3.117 Terminal facilities.

Carriers and intermediate handlers
must not commingle marine mammal
shipments with inanimate cargo. All
animal holding areas of a terminal fa-
cility of any carrier or intermediate
handler where marine mammal ship-
ments are maintained must be cleaned
and sanitized in a manner prescribed in
§3.107 of this subpart to minimize
health and disease hazards. An effec-
tive program for the control of insects,
ectoparasites, and avian and mamma-
lian pests must be established and
maintained for all animal holding
areas. Any animal holding area con-
taining marine mammals must be ven-
tilated with fresh air or air circulated
by means of fans, blowers, or an air
conditioning system so as to minimize
drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as ex-
haust fans and vents or fans or blowers
or air conditioning must be used for
any animal holding area containing
marine mammals when the air tem-
perature within such animal holding
area is 23.9 °C (75 °F) or higher. The air
temperature around any marine mam-
mal in any animal holding area must
not be allowed to fall below 7.2 °C (45
°F). The air temperature around any
polar bear must not be allowed to ex-
ceed 29.5 °C (85 °F) at any time and no
polar bear may be subjected to sur-
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rounding air temperatures that exceed
23.9 °C (75 °F) for more than 4 hours at
any time. The ambient temperature
must be measured in the animal hold-
ing area upon arrival of the shipment
by the attendant, carrier, or inter-
mediate handler. The ambient tem-
perature must be measured halfway up
the outside of the primary transport
enclosure at a distance from the exter-
nal wall of the primary transport en-
closure not to exceed 0.91 meters (3
feet).

[66 FR 256, Jan. 3, 2001]

§3.118 Handling.

(a) Carriers and intermediate han-
dlers moving marine mammals from
the animal holding area of the ter-
minal facility to the primary convey-
ance or from the primary conveyance
to the animal holding area of the ter-
minal facility must provide the fol-
lowing:

(1) Movement of animals as expedi-
tiously as possible.

(2) Shelter from overheating and direct
sunlight. When sunlight is likely to
cause overheating, sunburn, or discom-
fort, sufficient shade must be provided
to protect the marine mammals. Ma-
rine mammals must not be subjected to
surrounding air temperatures that ex-
ceed 23.9 °C (75 °F) unless accompanied
by an acclimation certificate in ac-
cordance with §3.112 of this subpart.
The temperature must be measured
and read within or immediately adja-
cent to the primary transport enclo-
sure.

(38) Shelter from cold weather. Marine
mammals must be provided with spe-
cies appropriate protection against
cold weather, and such marine mam-
mals must not be subjected to sur-
rounding air temperatures that fall
below 7.2 °C (45 °F) unless accompanied
by an acclimation certificate in ac-
cordance with §3.112 of this subpart.
The temperature must be measured
and read within or immediately adja-
cent to the primary transport enclo-
sure.

(b) Care must be exercised to avoid
handling of the primary transport en-
closure in a manner that may cause
physical harm or distress to the marine
mammal contained within.
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