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9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–16 Edition) § 3.138 

§ 3.138 Primary conveyances (motor 
vehicle, rail, air, and marine). 

(a) The animal cargo space of pri-
mary conveyances used in transporting 
live animals shall be designed and con-
structed to protect the health, and en-
sure the safety and comfort of the live 
animals contained therein at all times. 

(b) The animal cargo space shall be 
constructed and maintained in a man-
ner to prevent the ingress of engine ex-
haust fumes and gases from the pri-
mary conveyance during transpor-
tation in commerce. 

(c) No live animal shall be placed in 
an animal cargo space that does not 
have a supply of air sufficient for nor-
mal breathing for each live animal con-
tained therein, and the primary enclo-
sures shall be positioned in the animal 
cargo space in such a manner that each 
live animal has access to sufficient air 
for normal breathing. 

(d) Primary enclosures shall be posi-
tioned in the primary conveyance in 
such a manner that in an emergency 
the live animals can be removed from 
the primary conveyance as soon as pos-
sible. 

(e) The interior of the animal cargo 
space shall be kept clean. 

(f) Live animals shall not be trans-
ported with any material, substance 
(e.g., dry ice) or device which may rea-
sonably be expected to be injurious to 
the health and well-being of the ani-
mals unless proper precaution is taken 
to prevent such injury. 

§ 3.139 Food and water requirements. 

(a) All live animals shall be offered 
potable water within 4 hours prior to 
being transported in commerce. Deal-
ers, exhibitors, research facilities and 
operators of auction sales shall provide 
potable water to all live animals trans-
ported in their own primary convey-
ance at least every 12 hours after such 
transportation is initiated, and car-
riers and intermediate handlers shall 
provide potable water to all live ani-
mals at least every 12 hours after ac-
ceptance for transportation in com-
merce: Provided, however, That except 
as directed by hibernation, veterinary 
treatment or other professionally ac-
cepted practices, those live animals 
which, by common accepted practices, 

require watering more frequently shall 
be so watered. 

(b) Each live animal shall be fed at 
least once in each 24 hour period, ex-
cept as directed by hibernation, veteri-
nary treatment, normal fasts, or other 
professionally accepted practices. 
Those live animals which, by common 
accepted practice, require feeding more 
frequently shall be so fed. 

(c) A sufficient quantity of food and 
water shall accompany the live animal 
to provide food and water for such ani-
mals for a period of at least 24 hours, 
except as directed by hibernation, vet-
erinary treatment, normal fasts, and 
other professionally accepted prac-
tices. 

(d) Any dealer, research facility, ex-
hibitor or operator of an auction sale 
offering any live animal to any carrier 
or intermediate handler for transpor-
tation in commerce shall affix to the 
outside of the primary enclosure used 
for transporting such live animal, writ-
ten instructions concerning the food 
and water requirements of such animal 
while being so transported. 

(e) No carrier or intermediate han-
dler shall accept any live animals for 
transportation in commerce unless 
written instructions concerning the 
food and water requirements of such 
animal while being so transported is af-
fixed to the outside of its primary en-
closure. 

§ 3.140 Care in transit. 
(a) During surface transportation, it 

shall be the responsibility of the driver 
or other employee to visually observe 
the live animals as frequently as cir-
cumstances may dictate, but not less 
than once every 4 hours, to assure that 
they are receiving sufficient air for 
normal breathing, their ambient tem-
peratures are within the prescribed 
limits, all other applicable standards 
are being complied with and to deter-
mine whether any of the live animals 
are in obvious physical distress and to 
provide any needed veterinary care as 
soon as possible. When transported by 
air, live animals shall be visually ob-
served by the carrier as frequently as 
circumstances may dictate, but not 
less than once every 4 hours, if the ani-
mal cargo space is accessible during 
flight. If the animal cargo space is not 
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