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§54.22 State certification

boards.

An area veterinarian in charge, after
consulting with a State representative
and industry representatives, may ap-
point a State scrapie certification
board for the purpose of coordinating
activities for the Scrapie Flock Certifi-
cation Program, including making de-
cisions to admit flocks to the Scrapie
Flock Certification Program and to
change flock status in accordance with
the Scrapie Flock Certification Pro-
gram standards. These boards are not
appointed for the purpose of providing
APHIS with consensus advice or policy
recommendations. No more than one
State scrapie certification board may
be formed in each State. Each State
scrapie certification board shall in-
clude as members the area veterinarian
in charge, one or more State represent-
atives, one or more accredited veteri-
narians, when possible, and one or
more owners of flocks, and, at the dis-
cretion of the area veterinarian in
charge, may include other members.
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§55.1 Definitions.

Accredited wveterinarian. A veteri-
narian approved by the Administrator
in accordance with part 161 of this
chapter to perform functions specified
in subchapters B, C, and D of this chap-
ter.

Administrator. The Administrator,
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, or any person authorized to
act for the Administrator.

Animal. Any farmed or captive deer,
elk, or moose.

Animal identification. A device or
means of animal identification ap-
proved for use under this part by
APHIS. Examples of animal identifica-
tion devices that APHIS has approved
are listed in §55.25.

Animal identification number (AIN). A
numbering system for the official iden-
tification of individual animals in the
United States. The AIN contains 15 dig-
its, with the first 3 being the country
code (840 for the United States), the
alpha characters USA, or the numeric
code assigned to the manufacturer of
the identification device by the Inter-
national Committee on Animal Record-
ing.

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS). The Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service of the United
States Department of Agriculture.

APHIS employee. Any individual em-
ployed by the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service who is authorized
by the Administrator to do any work
or perform any duty in connection with
the control and eradication of disease.

Approved State CWD Herd Certification
Program. A program operated by a
State government for certification of
cervid herds with respect to CWD that
the Administrator has determined to
meet the requirements of §55.23(a).

Cervid. All members of the family
Cervidae and hybrids, including deer,
elk, moose, caribou, reindeer, and re-
lated species. For the purposes of this
part, the term ‘‘cervid’” refers specifi-
cally to cervids susceptible to CWD.
These are animals in the genera
Odocoileus, Cervus, and Alces and their
hybrids, i.e., deer, elk, and moose.

Commingled, commingling. Animals are
commingled if they have direct contact
with each other, have less than 10 feet
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of physical separation, or share equip-
ment, pasture, or water sources/water-
shed. Animals are considered to have
commingled if they have had such con-
tact with a positive animal or contami-
nated premises within the last 5 years.

CWD-exposed animal. An animal that
is part of a CWD-positive herd, or that
has been exposed to a CWD-positive
animal or contaminated premises with-
in the previous 5 years.

CWD-exposed herd. A herd in which a
CWD-positive animal has resided with-
in 5 years prior to that animal’s diag-
nosis as CWD-positive, as determined
by an APHIS employee or State rep-
resentative.

CWD Herd Certification Program. The
Chronic Wasting Disease Herd Certifi-
cation Program established by this
part. This program includes both herds
that are directly enrolled in the CWD
Herd Certification Program and herds
that are included based on their par-
ticipation in Approved State CWD Herd
Certification Programs.

CWD-positive animal. An animal that
has had a diagnosis of CWD established
through official confirmatory testing
conducted by the National Veterinary
Services Laboratories.

CWD positive herd. A herd in which a
CWD positive animal resided at the
time it was diagnosed and which has
not been released from quarantine.

CWD-source herd. A herd that is iden-
tified through testing, tracebacks, and/
or epidemiological evaluations to be
the source of CWD-positive animals
identified in other herds.

CWD-suspect animal. An animal for
which an APHIS employee or State
representative has determined that un-
official CWD test results, laboratory
evidence or clinical signs suggest a di-
agnosis of CWD, but for which official
laboratory results have been inconclu-
sive or not yet conducted.

CWD-suspect herd. A herd for which
unofficial CWD test results, laboratory
evidence, or clinical signs suggest a di-
agnosis of CWD, as determined by an
APHIS employee or State representa-
tive, but for which official laboratory
results have been inconclusive or not
yet conducted.

Deer, elk, and moose. All animals in
the genera Odocoileus, Cervus, and
Alces and their hybrids.
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Department. The United States De-
partment of Agriculture.

Farmed or captive. Privately or pub-
licly maintained or held for economic
or other purposes within a perimeter
fence or confined area, or captured
from a free-ranging population for
interstate movement and release.

Herd. One or more animals that are:

(1) Under common ownership or su-
pervision and are grouped on one or
more parts of any single premises (lot,
farm, or ranch) or

(2) All animals under common owner-
ship or supervision on two or more
premises which are geographically sep-
arated but on which animals have been
interchanged or had direct or indirect
contact with one another.

Herd plan. A written herd and/or
premises management agreement de-
veloped by APHIS in collaboration
with the herd owner, State representa-
tives, and other affected parties. The
herd plan will not be valid until it has
been reviewed and signed by the Ad-
ministrator, the State representative,
and the herd owner. A herd plan sets
out the steps to be taken to control the
spread of CWD from a CWD-positive
herd, to control the risk of CWD in a
CWD-exposed or CWD-suspect herd, or
to prevent introduction of CWD into
that herd or any other herd. A herd
plan will require specified means of
identification for each animal in the
herd; regular examination of animals
in the herd by a veterinarian for clin-
ical signs of disease; reporting to a
State or APHIS representative of any
clinical signs of a central nervous sys-
tem disease or chronic wasting condi-
tion in the herd; maintaining records
of the acquisition and disposition of all
animals entering or leaving the herd,
including the date of acquisition or re-
moval, name and address of the person
from whom the animal was acquired or
to whom it was disposed; and the cause
of death, if the animal died while in the
herd. A herd plan may also contain ad-
ditional requirements to prevent or
control the possible spread of CWD, de-
pending on the particular cir-
cumstances of the herd and its prem-
ises, including but not limited to de-
population of the herd, specifying the
time for which a premises must not
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contain cervids after CWD-positive, -ex-
posed, or -suspect animals are removed
from the premises; fencing require-
ments; selective culling of animals; re-
strictions on sharing and movement of
possibly contaminated livestock equip-
ment; premises cleaning and disinfec-
tion requirements; or other require-
ments. A herd plan may be reviewed
and changes to it suggested at any
time by any party signatory to it, in
response to changes in the situation of
the herd or premises or improvements
in understanding of the nature of CWD
epidemiology or techniques to prevent
its spread. The revised herd plan will
become effective after it is reviewed by
the Administrator and signed by the
Administrator, the State representa-
tive, and the herd owner.

Herd status. The status of a herd as-
signed under the CWD Herd Certifi-
cation Program in accordance with
§55.24, indicating a herd’s relative risk
for CWD. Herd status is based on the
number of years of monitoring without
evidence of the disease and any specific
determinations that the herd has con-
tained or has been exposed to a CWD-
positive, -exposed or -suspect animal.

Materials. Parts of barns or other
structures, straw, hay, and other feed
for animals, farm products or equip-
ment, clothing, and any other articles
on the premises that have been in con-
tact with captive cervids.

Mortgage. Any mortgage, lien, or
other security or beneficial interest
held by any person other than the one
claiming indemnity.

National Uniform Eartagging System. A
numbering system for the official iden-
tification of individual animals in the
United States providing a nationally
unique identification number for each
animal. The National Uniform
Eartagging System employs an eight-
or nine-character alphanumeric for-
mat, consisting of a two-number State
or territory code, followed by two or
three letters and four additional num-
bers. Official APHIS disease control
programs may specify which format to
employ.

Official animal identification. A device
or means of animal identification ap-
proved for use under this part by
APHIS to uniquely identify individual
animals. Examples of approved official
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animal identification devices are listed
in §55.25. The official animal identifica-
tion must include a nationally unique
animal identification number that ad-
heres to one of the following num-
bering systems:

(1) National Uniform Eartagging Sys-
tem. The CWD program allows the use
of either the eight-character or nine-
character format for cervids.

(2) Animal identification number
(AIN).

(3) Premises-based number system.
The premises-based number system
combines an official premises identi-
fication number (PIN), as defined in
this section, with a producer’s live-
stock production numbering system to
provide a unique identification num-
ber. The PIN and the production num-
ber must both appear on the official
tag.

(4) Any other numbering system ap-
proved by the Administrator for the
identification of animals in commerce.

Official appraiser (APHIS official ap-
praiser, State official appraiser). A per-
son authorized by APHIS (an APHIS
official appraiser) or a State (a State
official appraiser) to appraise animals
for the purposes of this part. An offi-
cial appraiser may be an APHIS em-
ployee, a State employee, or a profes-
sional livestock appraiser working
under contract to APHIS or a State.

Official CWD test. Any test for the di-
agnosis of CWD approved by the Ad-
ministrator and conducted in a labora-
tory approved by the Administrator in
accordance with §55.8 of this part.

Person. Any individual, corporation,
company, association, firm, partner-
ship, society, joint stock company, or
other legal entity.

Premises identification number (PIN). A
nationally unique number assigned by
a State, Tribal, and/or Federal animal
health authority to a premises that is,
in the judgment of the State, Tribal,
and/or Federal animal health author-
ity, a geographically distinct location
from other premises. The premises
identification number is associated
with an address, geospatial coordi-
nates, and/or location descriptors
which provide a verifiably unique loca-
tion. The premises identification num-
ber may be used in conjunction with a
producer’s own livestock production
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numbering system to provide a unique
identification number for an animal. It
may also be used as a component of a
group/lot identification number. The
premises identification number may
consist of:

(1) The State’s two-letter postal ab-
breviation followed by the premises’
assigned number; or

(2) A seven-character alphanumeric
code, with the right-most character
being a check digit. The check digit
number is based upon the ISO 7064 Mod
36/37 check digit algorithm.

Secretary. The Secretary of Agri-
culture of the United States, or any of-
ficer or employee of the Department
delegated to act in the Secretary’s
stead.

State. Bach of the States of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana
Islands, Guam, the Virgin Islands of
the United States, or any other terri-
tory or possession of the United States.

State representative. A person regu-
larly employed in the animal health
work of a State and who is authorized
by that State to perform the function
involved.

Trace back herd. A herd in which a
CWD-positive animal formerly resided.

Trace forward herd. A herd that has
received exposed animals from a CWD-
positive herd within 5 years prior to
the diagnosis of CWD in the positive
herd or from the identified date of
entry of CWD into the positive herd.

Veterinarian in charge. The veterinary
official of Veterinary Services, APHIS,
who is assigned by the Administrator
to supervise and perform official ani-
mal health work for APHIS in the
State concerned.

[67 FR 5931, Feb. 8, 2002, as amended at 71 FR
41701, July 21, 2006; 77 FR 35565, June 13, 2012;
79 FR 23891, Apr. 29, 2014]

Subpart A—Chronic Wasting
Disease Indemnification Program

§55.2 Payment of indemnity.

The Administrator is authorized to
pay for the purchase and destruction of
CWD positive animals, CWD exposed
animals, and CWD suspect animals.
Subject to available funding, the
amount of the Federal payment for any
such animals will be 95 percent of the
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appraised value established in accord-
ance with §55.3 of this part, but the
Federal payment shall not exceed $3,000
per animal. If a non-Federal source
makes a payment for an animal for
which a Federal indemnity is paid, and
the non-Federal payment exceeds b per-
cent of the appraised value established
in accordance with §55.3 of this part,
the amount of the Federal payment for
any such animals will be reduced by
the amount by which the non-Federal
payment exceeds 5 percent of the ap-
praised value. The Administrator is
also authorized to reimburse State gov-
ernments or State animal health agen-
cies for payments they make for the
purchase and destruction, on or after
October 1, 2001, of CWD positive ani-
mals, CWD exposed animals, and CWD
suspect animals, and for State expendi-
tures for associated carcass disposal
and cleaning and disinfection costs re-
sulting from such purchase and de-
struction, in accordance with coopera-
tive agreements signed by the Adminis-
trator and the duly authorized agent of
the State.

§55.3 Appraisal and destruction of
captive cervids.

(a) CWD positive herds, or individual
CWD suspect animals or exposed ani-
mals removed by APHIS from a herd
for testing, will be appraised by an
APHIS official appraiser and a State
official appraiser jointly, or, if APHIS
and State authorities agree, by either a
State official appraiser or an APHIS of-
ficial appraiser alone.

(b) The appraisal of cervids will be
the fair market value as determined by
the meat or breeding value of the ani-
mals. Animals may be appraised in
groups, provided that where appraisal
is by the head, each animal in the
group is the same value per head, and
where appraisal is by the pound, each
animal in the group is the same value
per pound.

(c) Appraisals of cervids must be re-
ported on forms furnished by APHIS
and signed by the appraisers, and
signed by the owner of the cervids to
indicate agreement with the appraisal
amount. Reports of appraisals must
show the number of cervids and the
value per head or the weight and value
by pound.
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