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§317.2 Labels: definition; required features.

* * * * *

(e) * k%

(3) Product name and required validated cook-
ing instructions for needle- or blade-tenderized
beef products.

(i) Unless the product is destined to be
fully cooked or to receive another full
lethality treatment at an official establish-
ment, the product name for a raw or par-
tially cooked beef product that has been me-
chanically tenderized, whether by needle or
by blade, must contain the term ‘‘mechani-
cally tenderized,” ‘‘needle tenderized,” or
‘‘blade tenderized,” as a descriptive designa-
tion and an accurate description of the beef
component.

(ii) The product name must appear in a sin-
gle easy-to-read type style and color and on
a single-color contrasting background. The
print may appear in upper and lower case
letters, with the lower case letters not
smaller than Y5 the size of the largest letter.

(iii) The labels on raw or partially cooked
needle- or blade-tenderized beef products des-
tined for household consumers, hotels, res-
taurants, or similar institutions must con-
tain validated cooking instructions, includ-
ing the cooking method, that inform con-
sumers that these products need to be
cooked to a specified minimum internal tem-
perature, whether the product needs to be
held for a specified time at that temperature
or higher before consumption to ensure that
potential pathogens are destroyed through-
out the product, and a statement that the in-
ternal temperature should be measured by a
thermometer. These validated cooking in-
structions may appear anywhere on the
label.

* * * * *

§317.3 Approval of abbreviations of
marks of inspection; preparation of
marking devices bearing inspection
legend without advance approval
prohibited; exception.

(a) The Administrator may approve
and authorize the use of abbreviations
of marks of inspection under the regu-
lations in this subchapter. Such abbre-
viations shall have the same force and
effect as the respective marks for
which they are authorized abbrevia-
tions.

(b) Except for the purposes of pre-
paring and submitting a sample or
samples of the same to the Adminis-
trator for approval, no brand manufac-
turer, printer, or other person shall
cast, print, lithograph, or otherwise

§317.3

make any marking device containing
any official mark or simulation there-
of, or any label bearing any such mark
or simulation, without the written au-
thority therefor of the Administrator.
However, when any such sample label,
or other marking device, is approved
by the Administrator, additional sup-
plies of the approved label, or marking
device, may be made for use in accord-
ance with the regulations in this sub-
chapter, without further approval by
the Administrator. The provisions of
this paragraph apply only to labels, or
other marking devices, bearing or con-
taining an official inspection legend
shown in §312.2(b), §312.3(a) (only the
legend appropriate for horse meat food
products) or §312.3(b) (only the legend
appropriate for other (nonhorse) equine
meat food products), or any abbrevia-
tions, copy or representation thereof.

(¢c) No brand manufacturer or other
person shall cast or otherwise make,
without an official certificate issued in
quadruplicate by a Program employee,
a brand or other marking device con-
taining an official inspection legend, or
simulation thereof, shown in §312.2(a),
§312.3(a) (only the legend appropriate
for horse carcasses and parts of horse
carcasses), §312.3(b) (only the legend
appropriate for other equine (nonhorse)
carcasses and parts of other (nonhorse)
equine carcasses) or §312.7(a).

(1) The certificate is a Food Safety
and Inspection Service form for signa-
ture by a Program employee and the
official establishment ordering the
brand or other marking device, bearing
a certificate serial number and a let-
terhead and the seal of the United
States Department of Agriculture. The
certificate authorizes the making of
only the brands or other marking de-
vices of the type and quantity listed on
the certificate.

(2) After signing the certificate, the
Program employee and the establish-
ment shall each keep a copy, and the
remaining two copies shall be given to
the brand or other marking device
manufacturer.

(3) The manufacturer of the brands or
other marking devices shall engrave or
otherwise mark each brand or other
marking device with a permanent iden-
tifying serial number unique to it. The
manufacturer shall list on each of the
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