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§557.2

capable of use as human food. Compli-
ance with the conditions for importa-
tion of products under this part does
not excuse the need for compliance
with applicable requirements under
other laws, including the provisions in
part 94 of chapter I of this title.

§557.2 Eligibility of foreign countries
for importation of fish and fish
products into the United States.

(a) The requirements in 9 CFR
327.2(a)(1), (@)D, (@)2EDH(C)~D),
(a)(2)(dii)—(v), and (a)@3), for deter-
mining the acceptability of foreign
meat inspection systems for the impor-
tation of meat and meat food products
into the United States, apply in deter-
mining the acceptability of foreign fish
inspection systems for the importation
of fish and fish products into the
United States. In determining the ac-
ceptability of these systems, the Agen-
cy will evaluate the manner in which
they take into account the conditions
under which fish are raised and trans-
ported to a processing establishment.

(b)(1) It has been determined that
fish and fish products from the fol-
lowing countries covered by foreign in-
spection certificates of the country of
origin as required by §557.4, are eligible
under the regulations in this sub-
chapter for entry into the United
States after inspection and marking as
required by the applicable provisions of
this part: (None listed as of December
2, 2015).

(2) Persons interested in having the
most recent list of eligible countries
and establishments may contact the
Office of Policy and Program Develop-
ment, Food Safety and Inspection
Service, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, DC 20250.

§557.3 No fish or fish product to be
imported without compliance with
applicable regulations.

No fish or fish product offered for im-
portation from any foreign country
shall be admitted into the United
States if it is adulterated or mis-
branded or does not comply with all
the requirements of this subchapter
that would apply to it if it were a do-
mestic product.

9 CFR Ch. Ill (1-1-16 Edition)

§557.4 Imported fish and fish prod-
ucts; foreign certificates required.

(a) Except as provided in §557.16, each
consignment containing any fish or
fish products consigned to the United
States from a foreign country must be
accompanied by an electronic foreign
inspection certificate or a paper for-
eign inspection certificate for fish and
fish products. The certificate must
have been issued by an official of the
foreign government agency responsible
for the inspection and certification.

(b) An official of the foreign govern-
ment must certify that any fish or fish
product described on any official cer-
tificate was produced in accordance
with the regulatory requirements in
§557.2.

(c) The electronic foreign inspection
certification must be in English, be
transmitted directly to FSIS before the
product’s arrival at the official import
inspection establishment, and be avail-
able to import inspection personnel.

(d) The paper foreign inspection cer-
tificate must accompany each consign-
ment; be submitted to import inspec-
tion personnel at the official import in-
spection establishment; be in English;
bear the official seal of the foreign gov-
ernment responsible for the inspection
of the product, and the name, title, and
signature of the official authorized to
issue inspection certificates for prod-
ucts imported to the United States.

(e) The electronic foreign inspection
certification and paper foreign inspec-
tion certificate must contain:

(1) The date;

(2) The foreign country of export and
the producing foreign establishment
number;

(3) The species used to produce the
product and the source country and
foreign establishment number, if the
source materials originate from a
country other than the exporting coun-
try;

(4) The product’s description, includ-
ing the process category, the product
category, and the product group;

(5) The name and address of the im-
porter or consignee;

(6) The name and address of the ex-
porter or consignor;

(7) The number of units (pieces or
containers) and the shipping or identi-
fication;

690



Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA

(8) The net weight of each lot;

(9) Any additional information the
Administrator requests to determine
whether the product is eligible to be
imported into the United States.

§557.5 Importer to make application
for inspection of fish and fish prod-
ucts for entry.

(a) Applicants must submit an im-
port inspection application, to apply
for the inspection of any product of-
fered for entry. Applicants may apply
for inspection using a paper or elec-
tronic application form.

(b) Import inspection applications for
each consignment must be submitted,
electronically or on paper, to FSIS in
advance of the shipment’s arrival at
the official import establishment
where the product will be reinspected,
but no later than when the entry is
filed with U.S. Customs and Border
Protection.

(c) The provisions of this section do
not apply to products that are exempt-
ed from inspection by §§557.16 and
557.117.

§557.6 Fish and fish products for im-
portation; program inspection, time
and place; application for approval
of facilities as official import in-
spection establishment; refusal or
withdrawal of approval; official
numbers.

(a)(1) Except as provided in §§557.16
and 557.17, all fish and fish products of-
fered for entry from any foreign coun-
try shall be reinspected by a Program
inspector before they shall be allowed
entry into the United States.

(2) Every lot of product shall rou-
tinely be given visual inspection by a
Program import inspector for appear-
ance and condition, and checked for
certification and label compliance.

(3) The electronic inspection system
will be consulted for reinspection in-
structions. The electronic inspection
system will assign reinspection levels
and procedures based on established
sampling plans and established product
and plant history.

(4) When the inspector deems it nec-
essary, the inspector may sample and
inspect lots not designated by the elec-
tronic system.

(b) Fish and fish products required by
this part to be inspected must be in-

§557.6

spected only at an official establish-
ment or at an official import inspec-
tion establishment approved by the Ad-
ministrator as provided in this section.

(c) Owners or operators of establish-
ments, other than official establish-
ments, who want to have import in-
spections made at their establish-
ments, shall apply to the Adminis-
trator for approval of their establish-
ments for such purpose. Application
must be made on a form furnished by
the Program, Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, DC 20250, and
must include all information called for
by that form.

(d) Approval for Federal import in-
spection must be in accordance with
§§304.1 and 304.2 of this chapter. Also,
before approval is granted, the estab-
lishment must have developed written
Sanitation Standard Operating Proce-
dures in accordance with part 416 of
this chapter.

(e) Owners or operators of establish-
ments at which import inspections of
product are to be made shall furnish
adequate sanitary facilities and equip-
ment for examination of such product.
The requirements of §§307.1, 307.2(b),
(@), ), (), (k), and (1) and 416.1
through 416.6 of this chapter shall
apply as conditions for approval of es-
tablishments as official import inspec-
tion establishments to the same extent
and in the same manner as they apply
with respect to official establishments.

(f) The Administrator is authorized
to approve any establishment as an of-
ficial import inspection establishment,
provided that an application has been
filed in accordance with the require-
ments of paragraphs (c¢) and (d) of this
section and he determines that such es-
tablishment meets the requirements
under paragraph (e) of this section.
Any application for inspection under
this section may be denied or refused
in accordance with the rules of practice
in part 500 of this chapter.

(g) Approval of an official import in-
spection establishment may be with-
drawn in accordance with applicable
rules of practice if it is determined
that the sanitary conditions are such
that the product is rendered adulter-
ated, that such action is authorized by
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