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unemployment rate has been halved since its Great Recession peak. More 
than 2 million African Americans gained health insurance thanks to the Af-
fordable Care Act. The incarceration rates for African-American men and 
women fell during each year of this Administration and are at their lowest 
points in over two decades. Yet challenges persist and obstacles still stand 
in the way of becoming the country envisioned at our founding, and we 
would do a disservice to all who came before us if we remained blind to 
the way past injustices shape the present. The United States is home to 5 
percent of the world’s population, but 25 percent of the world’s prisoners— 
a disproportionate number of whom are African American—so we must 
find ways to reform our criminal justice system and ensure that it is fairer 
and more effective. While we’ve seen unemployment rates decrease, many 
communities, particularly those of color, continue to experience significant 
gaps in educational and employment opportunities, causing too many 
young men and women to feel like no matter how hard they try, they may 
never achieve their dreams. 

Our responsibility as citizens is to address the inequalities and injustices 
that linger, and we must secure our birthright freedoms for all people. As 
we mark the 40th year of National African American History Month, let us 
reflect on the sacrifices and contributions made by generations of African 
Americans, and let us resolve to continue our march toward a day when 
every person knows the unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2016 as Na-
tional African American History Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this 
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and for-
tieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9393 of January 29, 2016 

National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention 
Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Teen dating violence is a serious violation that can affect a young person’s 
safety, development, and sense of comfort. Perpetrated by a current or past 
intimate partner, dating violence takes many forms, including physical, 
sexual, or emotional abuse, and can occur in person or through electronic 
communication and social media. Violent dating relationships can lead to 
depression, anxiety, drug and alcohol use, and thoughts of suicide, and vic-
tims may continue to experience detrimental effects throughout their lives. 
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During National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month, 
we recognize the urgency needed in addressing this problem and recommit 
to preventing it by educating our youth about its dangers and con-
sequences, and reaffirm the basic human right to be free from violence and 
abuse. 

Dating violence may include physical force, such as kicking, hitting, and 
shoving; emotional abuse, consistent monitoring, and isolation; or sexual 
assault. Dating violence can occur in any relationship, whether it is casual 
and short-term or long-term and monogamous, and any young person can 
experience dating violence or other unhealthy relationship behaviors—re-
gardless of gender, race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, or socio-
economic status. Approximately 1 in 10 teenagers reports being physically 
or sexually victimized by a dating partner, and too many other victims do 
not report it. The cycle of violence can begin with anyone at any time, and 
as a society, we must acknowledge that we each have a role to play in 
teaching children about healthy relationships. In their formative years, 
teens are influenced by their early relationships, and the example set by 
those around them can have lasting consequences. 

My Administration is working diligently to address teen dating violence in 
a number of ways. Vice President Joe Biden’s 1is2many initiative is 
strengthening efforts to reduce dating violence among those most vulner-
able, particularly young women between the ages of 16 and 24, and is uti-
lizing technology to engage students, teens, and young adults in this cause. 
To build on our efforts, I established the White House Task Force to Protect 
Students from Sexual Assault. The Task Force will, in addition to working 
to combat sexual violence on college campuses, explore ways its rec-
ommendations may apply to elementary and secondary schools across our 
country. My Administration will keep forging a future in which no teenager 
must suffer due to having an abusive partner. 

All Americans have a role to play in ending dating violence and fostering 
safe, healthy environments for our young people. This month, let us seize 
our responsibility to set positive examples for our Nation’s teenagers by 
celebrating and demonstrating healthy relationships, and let us recommit 
to ensuring all people who may be in an abusive relationship have access 
to help and support. Together, we can reach a day when no young person 
knows the pain caused by dating violence. 

If you or someone you know is involved in an abusive relationship of any 
kind, you can get immediate and confidential support by calling 1–866– 
331–9474, texting ‘‘LoveIs’’ to 22522, or visiting LoveIsRespect.org. For ad-
ditional information and resources on dating violence, please visit 
VetoViolence.CDC.gov. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2016 as Na-
tional Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month. I call upon 
all Americans to support efforts in their communities and schools, and in 
their own families, to empower young people to develop healthy relation-
ships throughout their lives and to engage in activities that prevent and re-
spond to teen dating violence. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the 
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and for-
tieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9394 of February 12, 2016 

Establishment of the Castle Mountains National Monument 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Castle Mountains area, bounded on three sides by Mojave National 
Preserve (Preserve), possesses outstanding natural, cultural, and historical 
values representing some of the finest characteristics of the eastern Mojave 
Desert. It connects water flow and wildlife corridors of the Preserve, and 
completes the boundary of the Preserve along the California-Nevada border. 
Beneath the shadow of Hart Peak lie rich cultural and historic resources, 
including Native American archeological sites and the historic gold mining 
ghost town of Hart. Exposed geologic features contribute to the area’s out-
standing scenery. 

Shaped by millions of years of geologic forces, the rugged Castle Mountains 
are emblematic of the Mojave landscape. The Castle Mountains rise from 
the broad sweep of the Lanfair Valley to a height of over 5,000 feet, pre-
senting a picturesque skyline visible from many locations within the Pre-
serve, while also affording spectacular views of the Preserve and beyond. 
Hart Peak is the prominent feature in the Castle Mountains skyline at 5,543 
feet. Views from Hart Peak encompass vast wilderness and distinctive 
peaks, including Spirit Mountain in Nevada, a sacred site to many Native 
American tribes. The remoteness of the Castle Mountains area offers visi-
tors the chance to experience the solitude of the desert and its increasingly 
rare natural soundscapes and dark night skies. 

The Castle Mountains area provides a critical linkage for plants, animals, 
and water between two mountain ranges within the Preserve, the New York 
Mountains to the northwest and the Piute Mountains to the southeast. The 
area’s high quality desert habitat includes some of the finest Joshua tree 
forest in the Mojave Desert, as well as pinyon pine and juniper forest at 
the upper elevations. The area’s native desert grassland is a hotspot of bo-
tanical diversity. The unique plant assemblage includes 28 species of na-
tive grasses, about half of which are rare, including burrograss and false 
buffalograss. 

Protection of this relatively intact and undisturbed habitat is important not 
just to the long-term survival of many plant species but also to significant 
wildlife populations. A herd of desert bighorn sheep lives on the steep, 
rocky slopes of the Castle Mountains. They and other wildlife traverse the 
area between the Piute Mountains and the New York Mountains. Numerous 
bat species live in rock crevices and mine remnants in the area. Wildlife 
species of special concern include the Townsend’s big-eared bat, California 
leaf-nosed bat, Swainson’s hawk, golden eagle, desert tortoise, Bendire’s 
thrasher, and gray vireo. 
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