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working to increase borrowers’ understanding of what they are getting into 
before they take out a loan, and educating more people on how to think 
about their money. I encourage all Americans to call 1–800–FED–INFO or 
visit www.MyMoney.gov and www.ConsumerFinance.gov for access to free 
and reliable financial information. 

No young person should be saddled with excessive debt. In addition to 
striving to inform young people of the dangers of taking out too much con-
sumer debt, my Administration launched the ‘‘Know Before You Owe’’ 
campaign, which is helping America’s college students know their full 
range of options for financing a higher education. I also created the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Council on Financial Capability for Young Americans to 
help educate our rising generation on important money management skills 
so they can live with security and make positive contributions to our econ-
omy. So more of our people can retire with dignity and stability, we estab-
lished a new type of savings bond, myRA, to help more Americans easily 
save for retirement. And I signed the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act, which, among other consumer protections, estab-
lished the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, the first agency solely 
dedicated to protecting consumers from unfair practices and predatory 
products in financial services. 

As our economy continues to grow, we must preserve the basic notion in 
our country that hard work will be rewarded and that no matter who you 
are or where you come from, you can make it if you try. This month, let 
us encourage informed financial decisions and promote resources that help 
the American people make them, and let us reaffirm our belief in the idea 
that opportunity should be within reach for all who are willing to work for 
it. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2016 as National 
Financial Capability Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
month with programs and activities to improve their understanding of fi-
nancial principles and practices. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9414 of March 31, 2016 

National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, 
2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
At our country’s core is a basic belief in the inherent dignity of every per-
son. Too many women and men of all ages suffer the outrage that is sexual 
assault, and too often, this crime is not condemned as loudly as it should 
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be. Together, we must stand up and speak out to change the culture that 
questions the actions of victims, rather than those of their attackers. As 
their relatives, friends, neighbors, and fellow Americans, it’s on us to sup-
port victims and survivors by providing them with the care they need, 
bringing perpetrators to justice, and ensuring our institutions are held re-
sponsible and do not look the other way. This month, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to shift the attitudes that allow sexual assault to go unanswered 
and unpunished, and we redouble our efforts to prevent this human rights 
violation from happening in the first place. 

Preventing sexual assault begins with everyone getting involved in pro-
moting healthy relationships and encouraging respect for the equality of 
others. For decades, Vice President Joe Biden has brought unmatched pas-
sion to this cause, working to pass the Violence Against Women Act in the 
Senate more than two decades ago, and continuing to fight today to trans-
form the way we think and talk about sexual assault. In 2014, we launched 
the ‘‘It’s On Us’’ campaign—an initiative that has worked with over 300 
college campuses and engaged hundreds of thousands of people around our 
country who have taken a pledge to stand up and speak out to express 
moral outrage for this intolerable crime. We launched the White House 
Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault that year as well, 
which continues to offer recommendations for how we can all contribute 
to a society that adequately prevents and responds to sexual assault. 

My Administration is taking action to eliminate sexual assault in every cor-
ner of our country. This year, we announced new grants available for the 
National Sexual Assault Kit Initiative, a nationwide, community-based ef-
fort to end the backlog of untested rape kits—instrumental tools used to 
collect evidence, prosecute perpetrators, and bring closure to victims in the 
aftermath of an assault. These funds are supporting efforts to ensure vic-
tims are notified of the testing, connected to support services, and given 
the option of participating in the criminal justice process. Additionally, we 
have offered new tools and resources to help States and communities take 
advantage of the best available measures to prevent sexual violence. The 
Department of Justice issued new guidance for law enforcement on identi-
fying and preventing gender bias in response to sexual assault and domes-
tic violence. And I have directed military leadership to prioritize this issue 
and equip our men and women in uniform with the knowledge and tools 
necessary to combat sexual violence. From our military to our schools, and 
in law enforcement agencies in communities across America, we will keep 
working to address sexual violence and root it out wherever it exists. 

Anyone can be a leader in the fight to prevent and end sexual assault. As 
employers, educators, parents, and friends, all Americans have an obliga-
tion to uphold the basic principle that every individual should be free from 
violence and fear. During National Sexual Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month, we recommit to embracing each of our individual responsibil-
ities to keep our communities safe from this crime and to stand with sur-
vivors and victims of sexual assault. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2016 as National 
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. I urge all Americans to 
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support survivors of sexual assault and work together to prevent these 
crimes in their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9415 of April 1, 2016 

National Donate Life Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
By becoming an organ donor, one person can save the lives of up to eight 
people and improve the lives of dozens—mothers and daughters, fathers 
and sons, brothers and sisters—who are desperately in need of a transplant. 
During National Donate Life Month, we lift up the thousands of selfless in-
dividuals across America who are living or registered organ donors. And 
as we honor those who have saved lives in the past by donating organs, 
we recommit to supporting the researchers, innovators, advocates, and 
medical professionals working to reduce the number of people awaiting 
vital organ transplants. 

A rising demand for organs exists without enough organs to meet it, mak-
ing the urgency for those willing and able to donate even more critical and 
the need for innovation and support even more imperative. My Administra-
tion has striven to support donors and recipients and to expand the avail-
ability of organs for transplant. In 2010, the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), building on efforts within the transplant commu-
nity, launched a nationwide kidney exchange program to bring together 
pairs of kidney donors and recipients in an effort to increase the quality 
and quantity of kidney transplants. HHS has also made more financial sup-
port available to low-income living donors to help cover expenses like trav-
el and lodging costs that are often incurred throughout the donation proc-
ess. The Affordable Care Act offers greater security to living donors by pro-
hibiting insurers from denying health coverage to someone with a pre-
existing condition—donating an organ may have previously been consid-
ered a preexisting condition and prevented individuals from obtaining the 
care they deserved after selflessly giving an organ to someone in need. And 
in 2013, I signed the bipartisan HOPE Act, paving the way for the first 
transplants in the United States between HIV-positive donors and recipi-
ents—and the first of these life-saving transplants took place earlier this 
year. 

Anyone can indicate their desire to be a donor, regardless of age or medical 
history, and I encourage all Americans to consult their family members and 
communicate their choice. More information on donation and opportuni-
ties to register can be found by visiting www.OrganDonor.gov. 

Through Medicare, the Federal Government spends nearly $35 billion each 
year to care for the more than half a million patients with end-stage kidney 
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