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strengthening civil society, because when all our people have a voice in 
shaping the future of our hemisphere, we all do better. The United States 
is working with Colombia to reduce violence and achieve peace, as we do 
throughout Central America. We will also keep coordinating with the na-
tions of the Americas to prevent, detect, and respond to the spread of Zika. 
And later this year, I look forward to joining other leaders of the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation forum in Peru for the next Economic Leaders’ 
meeting. 

Millions of people in the United States are tied to the rest of the countries 
in our hemisphere through commerce and family. We are more than just 
nations—we are neighbors, bound in common cause and possibility not by 
our leaders, but by the citizens of the Americas and the interests we share. 
Let us move forward, as one people, in a spirit of unity and cooperation. 
Together, we can reach a future in which every young person—from Argen-
tina to Alaska—knows peace, dignity, and opportunity, and can embark on 
paths that stretch beyond their neighborhood and into the wider Western 
Hemisphere and the entire world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2016, as Pan 
American Day and April 10 through April 16, 2016, as Pan American 
Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of the other areas under the flag 
of the United States of America to honor these observances with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9421 of April 8, 2016 

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Under the flag of the United States, generations of women and men, united 
in a common cause greater than themselves, have served to defend the 
ideals that bind us together as a Nation and that preserve our country as 
a beacon of hope and freedom around the world. On National Former Pris-
oner of War Recognition Day, we salute the selfless service members 
throughout our history who gave of their own liberty to ensure ours, and 
we renew our commitment to remaining a Nation worthy of their extraor-
dinary sacrifices. 

In wars and engagements since America’s founding, brave patriots have ex-
perienced indescribable suffering as prisoners of war. Often physically and 
mentally tortured, starved, and put through the worst most of us could 
imagine, these heroes are owed a debt we can never fully repay, and their 
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families—who exhibited tremendous fortitude in the face of grueling uncer-
tainty—are worthy of our profound gratitude. The values of honor, courage, 
and selflessness that drive our Armed Forces are particularly acute in those 
who have been taken as prisoners of war, sustaining them through days, 
weeks, and sometimes years of profound hardship endured for the sake of 
securing the blessings of liberty for all. 

America’s former prisoners of war—and all who don our uniform to keep 
us safe—have helped make our Nation the strongest and most prosperous 
in the history of the world. Our eternal obligation is to care for them and 
uphold our everlasting promise to never leave our men and women on the 
battlefield behind. Let us reaffirm our adherence to these ideals and honor 
our former prisoners of war by paying them the gratitude and respect they 
deserve. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2016, as Na-
tional Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans 
to observe this day of remembrance by honoring all American prisoners of 
war, our service members, and our veterans. I also call upon Federal, State, 
and local government officials and organizations to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9422 of April 11, 2016 

National Equal Pay Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our Nation is built on the basic promise of a fair shot for all our people. 
Women in the United States still do not always receive equal pay for equal 
work. When women are paid less for doing the same jobs as men, it under-
mines our most fundamental beliefs as Americans. Every year, we mark 
how far into the new year women would have to work in order to earn the 
same as men did in the previous year, and on this day, we reaffirm our 
commitment to ensuring equal pay for all. 

Although small gains have been made in recent years, the typical woman 
working full-time, year-round earns only 79 cents for every dollar earned 
by the typical man, and women of color earn even less relative to the typ-
ical white, non-Hispanic man—60 cents on the dollar for the typical black 
woman and 55 cents on the dollar for the typical Hispanic woman. Women 
are increasingly the breadwinners of American households, and when they 
are not paid equally, or are underrepresented in certain higher-paying occu-
pations, their ability to save for retirement is hindered and hardworking 
families face greater difficulty meeting their basic financial needs. Pay dis-
crimination puts greater strain on families to cover costs like child care or 
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