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Title 3—The President Proc. 9444 

Proclamation 9444 of May 6, 2016 

Mother’s Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Mother’s Day, we celebrate those who are the first to welcome us into 
the world. Performing the most important work there is, mothers—biologi-
cal, foster, or adoptive—are our first role models and earliest motivators. 
They balance enormous responsibilities and shape who we become as 
adults, their lessons guiding us throughout life. Regardless of sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or marital status, mothers have always moved our 
Nation forward and remained steadfast in their pursuit of a better and 
brighter future for their children. 

Caring and loving without condition, even in our darkest moments, moth-
ers put the interests of their kids ahead of their own. They are inspiring 
embodiments of strength and determined drivers of progress, and through 
their example, our youth learn the values of grace, empathy, and kindness. 
For generations, mothers have led the charge toward a freer, more inclusive 
country—embracing the task of ensuring our Nation upholds its highest 
ideals so that they, and America’s daughters, know the same opportunities 
as America’s fathers and sons. 

Our country’s mothers deserve our unwavering support—at home, in the 
workplace, and throughout our communities. I am committed to empow-
ering working mothers so they do not have to choose between caring for 
their family and earning their paycheck, and I will continue fighting to en-
sure those who choose to become mothers are not financially punished for 
doing so. My Administration has pushed to expand child care and strength-
en paid leave, including maternity leave. We will also keep working to 
close the gender pay gap—a disparity that is contrary to our values as 
Americans, limits the scope of mothers’ futures, and affects those they pro-
vide for. And earlier this year, we launched an effort to help low-income 
mothers and families afford diapers—a basic necessity for babies—by bring-
ing together online retailers, diaper manufacturers, and nonprofits to re-
duce the high cost of diapers. 

Each of us is the son or daughter of a mother. Today, let us pay these ex-
traordinary women the admiration and respect they deserve. And each day, 
let us thank them for all they have done for us, remember those whose 
spirits remain with us, and support those who take on the awesome mantle 
of motherhood. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), 
has designated the second Sunday in May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and 
requested the President to call for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 8, 2016, as Mother’s Day. I urge all 
Americans to express love and gratitude to mothers everywhere, and I call 
upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9445 of May 13, 2016 

Emergency Medical Services Week, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Every day across our Nation, women and men sacrifice precious time with 
their loved ones, working long and hard to provide emergency medical 
services (EMS) to people they have never met before. Often operating in the 
midst of trauma and heartbreak, these professionals deliver urgent and es-
sential care, saving lives and upholding a timeless belief that defines who 
we are as Americans—that we all must look out for one another. This 
week, we recognize the daily heroism of our EMS professionals at all lev-
els, and we express our gratitude for their efforts to keep us healthy and 
safe. 

Embodying the grit, compassion, and courage that has driven our Nation 
forward since its founding, our emergency medical technicians, para-
medics, 911 dispatchers, nurses, physicians, EMS medical directors, fire-
fighters, and law enforcement officers reflect a spirit of selflessness that 
makes us all strive to live up to their example. Their families stand beside 
them, enduring extraordinary anticipation and exercising sincere patience 
each day. As the steady anchors in an otherwise unpredictable daily rou-
tine, these families offer unwavering support for EMS practitioners—giving 
them the support and strength necessary to fulfill the demands of their 
unending work. 

EMS providers brave danger and uncertainty, and their efforts deserve our 
most profound appreciation. We rarely know when tragedy will strike, and 
in our most vulnerable moments, we rely on these dedicated professionals. 
During Emergency Medical Services Week, let us celebrate and support the 
EMS professionals who demonstrate the values at the heart of the American 
spirit, and let us thank them for their heroic work. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through May 21, 
2016, as Emergency Medical Services Week. I encourage all Americans to 
observe this occasion by showing their support for their local EMS pro-
viders and taking steps to improve their own personal safety and prepared-
ness. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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