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Proclamations Proc. 9450 

The largest trade and investment relationship in the world is between the 
United States and the European Union—yet too many barriers remain in 
the way of even greater trade and investment between us. That is why, to-
gether, we have moved forward with the Trans-Atlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership (T–TIP), which will eliminate tariffs, simplify procedures, 
bridge differences in regulations, and cut red tape. T–TIP also enforces 
strong standards, and it will reinforce our larger trans-Atlantic relation-
ship—the foundation of our prosperity and security since World War II. 

Our global economy’s growth is fueled by trade. While understandable 
skepticism exists about trade, particularly in places that have been hit hard 
by trade deals of the past, we cannot ignore the realities of the new econ-
omy. Rather, we must set the highest standards for our trade agreements, 
enforce the commitments and obligations of our trading partners, and help 
write the rules of the road for trade in the 21st-century global economy, 
as we have done with TPP and will do through T–TIP. And we must con-
tinue to harness the dynamism and entrepreneurship inherent to who we 
are as a people and enable Americans to sell the best products and ideas 
in the world to every corner of the world. This week, let us renew our com-
mitment to that mission and work together toward a future of greater op-
portunity for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through May 21, 
2016, as World Trade Week. I encourage all Americans to visit 
www.WhiteHouse.gov/Trade and to observe this week with events, trade 
shows, and educational programs that celebrate and inform Americans 
about the benefits of trade to our Nation and the global economy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9450 of May 18, 2016 

National Hepatitis Testing Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In the United States, hepatitis A, B, and C are the most common types of 
viral hepatitis—affecting between 3.5 and 6.9 million people and claiming 
the lives of thousands of our fellow Americans each year. Because of the 
persistent efforts of researchers, advocates, and so many others in the med-
ical and public health communities, we have made great strides in advanc-
ing treatment of and finding cures for viral hepatitis. Individuals living 
with hepatitis B and C can only benefit from these advances if they are 
tested and made aware of their disease. On National Hepatitis Testing Day, 
we reaffirm the importance of educating people about viral hepatitis, and 
we encourage individuals at risk for hepatitis B and hepatitis C to get test-
ed. 
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More than half of Americans living with viral hepatitis are unaware of their 
infection status. This lack of awareness contributes to an increasing number 
of infections and deaths that could be prevented by people receiving the 
care and treatment they need. When left undiagnosed and untreated, viral 
hepatitis can cause serious damage to the liver—it is the leading cause of 
liver cancer and the most common reason for liver transplantation. Symp-
toms of viral hepatitis can go undetected for many years, which is why it 
is important to receive vaccines for hepatitis A and B, and blood tests for 
hepatitis B and C—measures that can be life-saving for those living with 
this disease. I urge all Americans to visit www.CDC.gov/Hepatitis for more 
information. 

Prevention and early detection are key to combating viral hepatitis, and my 
Administration remains dedicated to ensuring all Americans have access to 
the quality, affordable health care they deserve. The Affordable Care Act 
requires coverage of recommended services that can help prevent, detect, 
and treat viral hepatitis—including viral hepatitis vaccinations and testing. 
In addition, the Act prohibits insurers from denying coverage to anyone 
with a preexisting condition, like viral hepatitis. We have also released a 
roadmap for ensuring our Federal efforts to address viral hepatitis are co-
ordinated and focused on making more people living with viral hepatitis 
aware of their status. The Action Plan for the Prevention, Care, and Treat-
ment of Viral Hepatitis, available at www.HHS.gov/Hepatitis, spans more 
than 20 Federal entities and it moves us toward increasing the number of 
people who are aware of their infection status, reducing the number of new 
cases of hepatitis C, and eliminating the transmission of hepatitis B be-
tween mother and child. 

I have proposed funding to support a new initiative aimed at expanding 
testing and access to treatment of hepatitis C for people living with HIV 
and to advance efforts to eliminate hepatitis C transmission and deaths. 
Those living with HIV are more vulnerable to viral hepatitis infections, and 
African Americans, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and American 
Indians and Alaska Natives are also disproportionately affected. Viral hepa-
titis infections, particularly among young people, can be reduced by ad-
dressing the heroin epidemic and abuse of prescription opioids—a priority 
for my Administration—and by ensuring that individuals who inject drugs 
have access to treatment services for HIV, viral hepatitis, and substance use 
disorders. We have taken action to expand access to treatment and increase 
community prevention strategies so more Americans can get the help they 
need. 

On this day, let us rededicate ourselves to ensuring all people with viral 
hepatitis know their infection status and have access to necessary care and 
resources. Let us honor those we have lost too soon, and let us recognize 
the many individuals working tirelessly to address this disease, develop 
treatments, and save lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 19, 2016, as Na-
tional Hepatitis Testing Day. I encourage citizens, Government agencies, 
non-profit organizations, and communities across the Nation to join in ac-
tivities that will increase awareness about viral hepatitis and the need for 
expanded testing. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9451 of May 20, 2016 

National Safe Boating Week, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year, as summer approaches and warmer weather draws crowds to 
our Nation’s beaches, lakes, and rivers, we set aside a week to recognize 
the importance of taking boating safety precautions before taking to the 
water. Throughout National Safe Boating Week, we recognize the risks as-
sociated with one of our country’s favorite pastimes and encourage every-
one to apply safe boating practices. 

Safe boating practices should be observed prior to leaving land—no matter 
the length of the trip, the type of boat, or the size of the body of water. 
Boaters can reduce risks and enhance their safety by enrolling in a boating 
safety course. Vessels should be thoroughly examined, float plans should 
be prepared, and current laws and regulations should be known prior to 
embarking on a journey on the water. I encourage everyone to visit 
www.USCGBoating.org to find resources, learn more about responsible 
boating, or apply for a free vessel safety check. When boat operators and 
their passengers exercise caution when boating—including by wearing life 
jackets at all times and avoiding consumption of drugs and alcohol—acci-
dents can be avoided, lives can be saved, and everyone can have a safe and 
enjoyable experience. 

This week, we also recognize the men and women of the United States 
Coast Guard who dedicate themselves to protecting our Nation’s waterways 
and assisting those at sea. As we continue to take advantage of our coun-
try’s beautiful bodies of water, let us recommit to ensuring water safety and 
exercising appropriate boating procedures. 

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period 
prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 21 through May 27, 2016, as National 
Safe Boating Week. I encourage all Americans who participate in boating 
activities to observe this occasion by learning more about safe boating prac-
tices and taking advantage of boating education. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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