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peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the United 
States might unite in prayer. The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has 
also designated 3:00 p.m. local time on that day as a time for all Americans 
to observe, in their own way, the National Moment of Remembrance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 30, 2016, as a day of 
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
cality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time during which people may unite 
in prayer. 

I also ask all Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance 
beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. I request the Governors 
of the United States and its Territories, and the appropriate officials of all 
units of government, to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon 
on this Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels through-
out the United States and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control. 
I also request the people of the United States to display the flag at half- 
staff from their homes for the customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9455 of May 31, 2016 

African-American Music Appreciation Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
A vital part of our Nation’s proud heritage, African-American music exem-
plifies the creative spirit at the heart of American identity and is among 
the most innovative and powerful art the world has ever known. It accom-
panies us in our daily lives, and it has rung out at turning points in our 
history and demonstrated how our achievements as a culture go hand-in- 
hand with our progress as a Nation. During African-American Music Ap-
preciation Month, we honor the artists who, through this music, bring us 
together, show us a true reflection of ourselves, and inspire us to reach for 
the harmony that lies beyond our toughest struggles. 

Songs by African-American musicians span the breadth of the human expe-
rience and resonate in every corner of our Nation—animating our bodies, 
stimulating our imaginations, and nourishing our souls. In the ways they 
transform real stories about real people into art, these artists speak to uni-
versal human emotion and the restlessness that stirs within us all. African- 
American music helps us imagine a better world, and it offers hope that 
we will get there together. 

This month, we celebrate the music that reminds us that our growth as a 
Nation and as people is reflected in our capacity to create great works of 
art. Let us recognize the performers behind this incredible music, which 
has compelled us to stand up—to dance, to express our faith through song, 
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to march against injustice, and to defend our country’s enduring promise 
of freedom and opportunity for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2016 as African- 
American Music Appreciation Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, and all the people of the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate activities and programs that raise awareness and foster appre-
ciation of music that is composed, arranged, or performed by African 
Americans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9456 of May 31, 2016 

Great Outdoors Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Every day, Americans draw inspiration from the landscapes and outdoor 
spaces that surround us and connect us with our heritage and with one an-
other. People have lived off of these lands and waters throughout history, 
and today, they continue to enrich our national experience. In June, we cel-
ebrate America’s natural and cultural treasures and rich bounty of re-
sources, and we recommit to upholding our responsibility, as those who 
came before us did, to ensure they are sustained for those who will inherit 
them. 

From dense forests and vast deserts to lakes and rivers teeming with wild-
life, our National Parks and other public spaces belong to all of us. That 
is why I have sought to protect places that are culturally and historically 
significant and that reflect the story of all our people. My Administration 
has also worked hard to ensure that everyone has the chance to easily visit 
and enjoy these spectacular areas. All Americans can explore the parks and 
monuments we share as our birthright, including through the ‘‘Find Your 
Park’’ campaign, which my Administration established to help connect 
people from all walks of life with new outdoor destinations and experi-
ences. We also established the ‘‘Every Kid in a Park’’ initiative, offering free 
access to our National Parks and other public lands and waters for an en-
tire year to fourth grade students and their families. And by increasing 
funding for the 21st Century Conservation Service Corps, we are striving 
to give more Americans hands-on opportunities to restore, enhance, and 
give back to the outdoor spaces that have given us so much. 

Our experiences in nature remind us how fragile our ecosystems can be 
and of our obligation to protect them. That is why I am proud to have set 
aside more than 265 million acres of public lands and waters—more than 
any President in our history—and why my Administration has taken un-
precedented action to tackle climate change. The planet and its natural 
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