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Proclamations Proc. 9462 

Proclamation 9462 of June 15, 2016 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Too often, elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation threaten the livelihoods of 
older individuals and erode their extraordinary potential. One in ten sen-
iors in America experiences mistreatment or abuse—including domestic 
and sexual violence—and because these incidents are vastly underreported, 
only a limited number of victims are able to get the help they need. Today, 
we join our international partners in renewing our commitment to combat 
and raise awareness of elder abuse, and in striving to ensure security and 
dignity for all seniors. 

Worldwide, millions of people—predominantly women—experience dif-
ferent forms of elder abuse, including physical, emotional, and sexual 
abuse. Theft, fraud, and other types of financial exploitation also affect sen-
iors across socioeconomic lines, and neglect and abandonment can cause 
great harm to vulnerable older individuals. My Administration is dedicated 
to addressing this serious problem by providing care to survivors of abuse, 
transforming our Nation’s criminal justice systems to better understand 
elder abuse as a criminal issue, and increasing public awareness of warning 
signs and prevention strategies. Additionally, because the majority of elder 
abuse victims are women, we are working to support women domestically 
and abroad and to combat gender-based violence around the world. 

One of the best measures of a country is how it treats its older citizens. 
My Administration is devoted to strengthening Medicare, Medicaid, the 
Older Americans Act, and Social Security. Together, these programs have 
significantly reduced the rate of seniors living in poverty, helped older 
Americans access health care and quality care services, and allowed older 
Americans to remain independent as they age. The Elder Justice Act, en-
acted as part of the Affordable Care Act, took new steps to address elder 
abuse, neglect, and exploitation and established an Elder Justice Coordi-
nating Council through which Federal agencies are working together to ad-
dress elder abuse and neglect. And our commitment to supporting sur-
vivors of all ages is reflected in the Violence Against Women Act, which 
dedicates Federal funds to victim service providers, law enforcement, and 
prosecutors working to respond to domestic and sexual violence experi-
enced by older adults. 

Last year, I was proud to host the White House Conference on Aging to 
identify ways we can improve the quality of life for older Americans and 
enable them to live in retirement with dignity. Held once a decade, this 
conference brought together older Americans, their families, caregivers, and 
advocates to focus on key issue areas, including the importance of elder 
justice. In addition to taking new steps to expand protections against finan-
cial exploitation, assist victims of crimes, and review the science of under-
standing and preventing abuse through better screening tools, we have built 
on many of the Federal efforts already underway and are working to sup-
port aging Americans for decades to come. 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 11:03 Aug 17, 2017 Jkt 241006 PO 00000 Frm 00137 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\241006T.XXX 241006T



124 

Title 3—The President Proc. 9463 

On World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, let us resolve to give all people the 
tools and support they need to live out their golden years in peace and se-
curity. Let us fight cruelty against seniors wherever it exists, and together, 
let us stamp out all forms of elder abuse—here at home and across the 
globe. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 15, 2016, as World 
Elder Abuse Awareness Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day 
by learning the signs of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation, and by rais-
ing awareness about this important public health issue. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9463 of June 16, 2016 

National Week of Making, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The same American spirit of innovation and entrepreneurship that has 
steered our Nation through the industrial and digital revolutions—and led 
our people to explore the depths of the oceans and the distant planets in 
our solar system—has enabled us to reimagine our world through new 
ideas and discoveries. Since our earliest days, makers, artists, and inventors 
have driven our economy and transformed how we live by taking risks, col-
laborating, and drawing on their talents and imaginations to make our Na-
tion more dynamic and interconnected. During National Week of Making, 
we recommit to sparking the creative confidence of all Americans and to 
giving them the skills, mentors, and resources they need to harness their 
passion and tackle some of our planet’s greatest challenges. 

Today, Americans of all ages have the ability to connect and showcase 
their creativity through a growing maker movement. Technologies like 3D 
printing and desktop machine tools are rapidly lowering the costs of pro-
duction; additional sources of capital such as crowdfunding are reducing 
barriers to getting started; and the democratization of technology is empow-
ering more makers, helping to boost entrepreneurship and stimulate Amer-
ican manufacturing. Over the last 6 years, we have added over 800,000 
manufacturing jobs and introduced next-generation manufacturing hubs. 
Just as the personal computer and the Internet transformed our Nation over 
the last several decades, these new opportunities can inspire the next gen-
eration of students, innovators, and entrepreneurs to carry forward our leg-
acy of ingenuity. 

In 2014, I launched the Nation of Makers initiative to ensure more Ameri-
cans of all ages and backgrounds have greater opportunities to design, 
build, and manufacture. My Administration is taking steps to foster ‘‘maker 
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