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Title 3—The President Proc. 9464 

Proclamation 9464 of June 17, 2016 

Father’s Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Blessed with the extraordinary privilege and remarkable responsibility of 
fatherhood, dads play vital roles in our lives—inspiring us to reach for our 
highest potential, lifting us up when we need it most, and helping us be-
come the people we were meant to be. Doing right by our families is the 
most important job any of us will ever have. On Father’s Day, we thank 
the wonderful fathers—and stepfathers, grandfathers, uncles, brothers, and 
mentors—in our lives, and we recognize the sacrifices they make to be 
there for us, through good times and bad. 

Fathers provide the discipline, guidance, and love it takes to flourish. With 
persistence and patience, generosity and integrity, they build our cores and 
help us understand right from wrong. They are some of our earliest and 
strongest sources of support and encouragement, and they serve as role 
models and sounding boards in our youth and as we grow. From single fa-
thers who struggle to make ends meet to surrogates who step up to be there 
for America’s daughters and sons, these men help shoulder the greatest ob-
ligation that exists—raising the next generation. Regardless of sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or marital status; whether biological, foster, or 
adoptive; fathers teach their children the values that matter most and steer 
their moral compasses. 

My Administration is dedicated to enacting policies that make it easier for 
working fathers to support their families, including paid family leave. We 
must promote responsible fatherhood by lifting up the fathers who do their 
part to be the parents and providers their children need and by rejecting 
any excuse for failing to meet this obligation. Too many Americans grow 
up without a father figure in their lives, and it is imperative that America’s 
responsible men step up to be mentors for our young people in need of 
guidance. To learn more, visit www.Fatherhood.gov or www.Mentor.gov. 

Being a father is about more than just having children—it is about sum-
moning the courage to love and support them over anything else. We must 
always strive to be the best parents and role models we can be and commit 
to being present in the lives of our kids. Nothing is more precious than the 
moments we get to spend with our families—in conversations at the dinner 
table, coaching tips shouted from the sidelines, or profound experiences of 
learning and growing and teaching. Today, let us express our gratitude for 
the men who have enriched our lives and shaped our characters, and let 
us never stop working to show them how much they are valued and loved. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress approved 
April 24, 1972, as amended (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 19, 
2016, as Father’s Day. I direct the appropriate officials of the Government 
to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on this 
day, and I call upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9465 of June 24, 2016 

Establishment of the Stonewall National Monument 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Christopher Park, a historic community park located immediately across 
the street from the Stonewall Inn in the Greenwich Village neighborhood 
of New York City (City), is a place for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) community to assemble for marches and parades, ex-
pressions of grief and anger, and celebrations of victory and joy. It played 
a key role in the events often referred to as the Stonewall Uprising or Re-
bellion, and has served as an important site for the LGBT community both 
before and after those events. 

As one of the only public open spaces serving Greenwich Village west of 
6th Avenue, Christopher Park has long been central to the life of the neigh-
borhood and to its identity as an LGBT-friendly community. The park was 
created after a large fire in 1835 devastated an overcrowded tenement on 
the site. Neighborhood residents persuaded the City to condemn the ap-
proximately 0.12-acre triangle for public open space in 1837. By the 1960s, 
Christopher Park had become a popular destination for LGBT youth, many 
of whom had run away from or been kicked out of their homes. These 
youth and others who had been similarly oppressed felt they had little to 
lose when the community clashed with the police during the Stonewall 
Uprising. 

In the early morning hours of June 28, 1969, a riot broke out in response 
to a police raid on the Stonewall Inn, at the time one of the City’s best 
known LGBT bars. Over the course of the next several days, more dem-
onstrations and riots occurred in the surrounding neighborhood including 
Christopher Park. During these days, because of its strategic location across 
from the bar, Christopher Park served as a gathering place, refuge, and plat-
form for the community to voice its demand for LGBT civil rights. The 
Stonewall Uprising is considered by many to be the catalyst that launched 
the modern LGBT civil rights movement. From this place and time, build-
ing on the work of many before, the Nation started the march—not yet fin-
ished—toward securing equality and respect for LGBT people. 

Christopher Park and its environs have remained a key gathering place for 
the LGBT community. For example, on June 26, 2015, within moments of 
the issuance of the Supreme Court’s historic ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges, 
LGBT people headed to Christopher Park to celebrate the Court’s recogni-
tion of a constitutional right to same-sex marriage. A few days later, Gov-
ernor Cuomo continued that celebration by officiating at the marriage of 
two gay men directly outside the Stonewall Inn. Within minutes of the re-
cent news of the murders of 49 people in a nightclub in Orlando, Florida— 
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