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Proclamations Proc. 9471 

The Congress, by joint resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 
the third week of July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim July 17 through July 23, 2016, as Captive Na-
tions Week. I call upon the people of the United States to reaffirm our deep 
ties to all governments and people committed to freedom, dignity, and op-
portunity for all. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9470 of July 18, 2016 

Honoring the Victims of the Attack in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As a mark of respect for the victims of the attack on police officers per-
petrated on Sunday, July 17, 2016, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, by the au-
thority vested in me as President of the United States by the Constitution 
and the laws of the United States of America, I hereby order that the flag 
of the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and 
upon all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District 
of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Territories and pos-
sessions until sunset, July 22, 2016. I also direct that the flag shall be flown 
at half-staff for the same length of time at all United States embassies, lega-
tions, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military fa-
cilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9471 of July 25, 2016 

Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On July 26, 1990, our Nation marked a pivotal moment in history for Amer-
icans with disabilities. Fueled by a chorus of voices who refused to accept 
a second-class status and driven by a movement that recognized that our 
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country is stronger and more vibrant when we draw on the talents of all 
our people, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) enshrined into law 
the notion that Americans living with disabilities deserve to participate in 
our society free from discrimination. Twenty-six years later, as we mark 
this anniversary, we recognize all this milestone law has made possible for 
the disability community. 

The ADA sought to guarantee that the places we share—from schools and 
workplaces to stadiums and parks—truly belong to everyone. It reflects our 
Nation’s full commitment to the rights and independence of people with 
disabilities, and it has paved the way for a more inclusive and equal soci-
ety. For the 6.5 million students and the approximately 50 million adults 
living with mental or physical disabilities, the ADA has swung open doors 
and empowered each of them to make of their lives what they will. 

Building on this progress is a priority for my Administration. The Federal 
Government has taken the lead in creating meaningful employment oppor-
tunities for people with disabilities. In my first term, I issued an Executive 
Order that called on Federal agencies and contractors to hire more people 
with disabilities—and today, more Americans with disabilities are working 
in Federal service than at any time in the last three decades. My Adminis-
tration has vigorously enforced the Supreme Court’s ruling in the Olmstead 
decision—which determined that, under the ADA, people with disabilities 
cannot be unnecessarily segregated—and worked to deliver on the promise 
that individuals with disabilities have access to integrated, community- 
based services. The Affordable Care Act affirmed that Americans with pre- 
existing conditions can no longer be denied health insurance, and this year, 
we made it clear that health care providers must offer reasonable accom-
modations and ensure effective communication for individuals with dis-
abilities in order to advance health equity and reduce health care dispari-
ties. 

As we commemorate this progress, we know our work to expand oppor-
tunity and confront the stigma that persists surrounding disabilities is not 
yet finished: We have to address the injustices that linger and remove the 
barriers that remain. Too many people with disabilities are still unem-
ployed and lack access to skills training or are not paid fairly for their 
work. We must continue increasing graduation rates for students with dis-
abilities to give them every chance to receive the education and training 
they need to pursue their dreams. We must make the information and com-
munication technologies we rely on accessible for all people, and ensure 
their needs are considered and incorporated as we advance the tools of 
modern life. And we must keep fighting for more consistent and effective 
enforcement of the ADA in order to prevent discrimination in public serv-
ices and accommodations. 

At a time when so many doubted that people with disabilities could con-
tribute to our economy or support their families, the ADA assumed they 
could, and guided the way forward. Today, as we reflect on the courage 
and commitment of all who made this achievement possible, let us renew 
our obligation to extend the promise of the American dream to all our peo-
ple, and let us recommit to building a world free of unnecessary barriers 
and full of deeper understanding of those living with disabilities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
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the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2016, the Anni-
versary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I encourage Americans 
across our Nation to celebrate the 26th anniversary of this civil rights law 
and the many contributions of individuals with disabilities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9472 of July 25, 2016 

National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In 1950, when Communist armies from the North stormed across the 38th 
parallel, brave American men and women—though weary of combat in the 
wake of World War II—stepped forward to defend their brothers and sisters 
on the Korean Peninsula. Over the course of 3 years, through unforgiving 
weather and severe danger, nearly 1.8 million Americans joined in the fight 
and faced down Communism—pushing the invading armies back and pro-
tecting a people on the other side of the world. As we mark the 63rd anni-
versary of the Military Armistice Agreement that brought an end to this 
war, we pause to honor the strength and resilience of our Korean War vet-
erans, whose spirits and stories serve as an inspiration to continue advanc-
ing freedom’s cause. 

Rising from occupation and ruin, the Republic of Korea today shines as a 
thriving, modern country, whose people can take comfort in knowing that 
the commitment of the United States to their stability and security will 
never waver. Fifty million South Koreans now live in freedom, reaching for 
their dreams and pursuing opportunities in a vibrant democracy and dy-
namic economy—always realizing they have a partner who will stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with them in defense of peace and prosperity. Our 
lasting friendship and unbreakable alliance are sustained by the beliefs we 
hold in common and the values we cherish. 

As we pay tribute to the Americans who gallantly helped forge this bond, 
we know our solemn responsibilities to our fallen and their loved ones per-
sist long after the battle ends. More than 7,800 Americans are still missing 
from the Korean War, and we will not stop working to live up to our obli-
gations to their families. We owe all our service members an enormous 
debt of gratitude. To honor the full weight of the sacrifices made by those 
who serve, we must uphold our Nation’s promise to our veterans when 
they return home, and fulfill our commitment to all who wear the uniform 
in our name. 

On National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, we pay tribute to the 
American patriots who fought for freedom and democracy throughout the 
Korean War, leaving behind everyone they loved to secure the blessings of 
liberty for a country they never knew and a people they had never met. 
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