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have been expanded for millions more women. The Act also prohibits in-
surance companies from denying coverage based on a pre-existing condi-
tion, including cancer, or from denying coverage due to a family history 
of cancer. 

Earlier this year, I announced a new national effort to cure cancer. Led by 
Vice President Joe Biden, the White House Cancer Moonshot Task Force is 
promoting research efforts and breaking down barriers to progress to elimi-
nate cancer as we know it. With the help of a nearly $1 billion initiative 
to jumpstart this work, we are harnessing the spirit of American innovation 
to identify new ways to prevent, diagnose, and treat cancer. The Task Force 
builds on the important work that Federal agencies have already been 
doing throughout my time in office to fight ovarian cancer. The Department 
of Defense Ovarian Cancer Research Program is supporting high-impact, 
cutting-edge research where it is needed most and has helped push these 
research priorities forward. And the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention has striven to raise awareness of the main types of gynecologic can-
cer, including ovarian cancer, and to encourage women to learn of warning 
signs and seek medical care. 

For the mothers, sisters, daughters, partners, and families who face the pain 
and heartache of ovarian cancer, we must make America the country that 
cures cancer once and for all. During National Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month, as we recognize those in the medical community who work tire-
lessly to provide treatment and care and pay tribute to those who have lost 
their lives to this disease, let us resolve to increase awareness of ovarian 
cancer and shape a cancer-free future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2016 as Na-
tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon citizens, government 
agencies, organizations, health care providers, and research institutions to 
raise ovarian cancer awareness and continue helping Americans live 
longer, healthier lives. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9485 of September 1, 2016 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Prostate cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer-related death in 
American men, and too many men and their families feel the pain and grief 
it brings. As a country, we must do everything in our power to support 
men who are battling prostate cancer, deliver the care and treatment they 
need, and defeat this devastating disease. A cancer-free future is within our 
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grasp—with bold vision and daring optimism, we are pioneering medical 
breakthroughs in research and seeking to discover a cure for cancer in our 
time. During National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we remember all 
the men who lost their lives to this disease, and resolve to reach a tomor-
row where prostate cancer is no longer a threat to our sons and grandsons. 

In 2016, approximately 180,000 men will be diagnosed, and 26,000 men 
will lose their battle with prostate cancer. Incredible advancements have 
paved the way for better prevention, detection, and treatment of this dis-
ease, and over the past two decades, the incidence of new cases and mor-
tality rates for prostate cancer have been steadily declining. Men who are 
African American, over the age of 65, or have a family history of prostate 
cancer are at higher risk and should be aware of risk factors and symptoms. 
I encourage all men to talk to their health care providers about how pros-
tate cancer can affect them, and to learn more by visiting www.Cancer.gov/ 
Prostate or www.CDC.gov/Cancer/Prostate. 

The Affordable Care Act has ensured that more Americans have access to 
quality, affordable health insurance, and it prohibits insurance companies 
from denying coverage to someone simply because they have prostate can-
cer. The Act eliminates annual and lifetime limits on coverage and ensures 
individuals have the option to participate in clinical trials, which have 
proven helpful in advancing research of new treatment strategies and im-
proving clinical care for men with prostate cancer. 

This year, I asked Vice President Joe Biden to lead our Nation in a new 
effort to end cancer as we know it. The White House Cancer Moonshot 
Task Force is striving to make a decade of advances in cancer prevention, 
treatment, and care in just 5 years through the collaboration of Federal 
agencies, jumpstarted by a proposed nearly $1 billion investment. Addi-
tionally, the Department of Veterans Affairs is helping to introduce a series 
of pilot programs that will accelerate clinical research and care for veterans 
with prostate cancer using cutting-edge biotechnologies—they are also 
working to increase precision oncology research and strengthen personal-
ized medicine for the treatment of prostate cancer among veterans. These 
efforts build on the goals of our Precision Medicine Initiative, which aims 
to deliver personalized care and apply medicine more efficiently and effec-
tively based on genetics—and ultimately, to bring us closer to curing dis-
eases like cancer. 

This month, let us thank the countless researchers, medical professionals, 
and advocates who dedicate themselves to supporting survivors and beat-
ing cancer. Let us continue raising awareness of prostate cancer and renew 
our commitment to finding a cure once and for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2016 as Na-
tional Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage all citizens, govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other 
groups to join in activities that will increase awareness and prevention of 
prostate cancer. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9486 of September 2, 2016 

Labor Day, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The strongest middle class the world has ever known was not built over-
night. It was achieved by men and women who believed that living up to 
the promise of this Nation meant more than hoping for the best—it meant 
toiling in the day, working through the night, and proving that theirs was 
a future worth fighting for. On Labor Day, we celebrate the grit and resil-
ience of America’s workers and their families, and we recommit to reaching 
for a world in which they are afforded the rights and opportunities they 
deserve. 

America celebrated its first Labor Day in the late 19th century, when a 
group of industrial workers in New York joined in common purpose to cel-
ebrate their contributions to our country. Growing in numbers by the thou-
sands, they went without their daily pay to march for their cause—setting 
in motion a labor movement that has inspired generations of Americans 
since. Clear-eyed and persistent, these hardworking union members, and 
those that followed in the path they forged, helped secure privileges we 
now take for granted—not only for themselves, but also for their friends 
and loved ones and neighbors. Their efforts brought about weekends and 
40-hour workweeks, overtime pay and a minimum wage, and the collective 
bargaining rights that have empowered so many. Because of the battles they 
waged, our Nation benefits from health insurance and Medicare, Social Se-
curity, and other retirement programs. Their legacy is one we will never 
stop striving to uphold. 

When I took office, our country faced the worst recession many of us had 
ever seen. But through the determination of our resilient workforce—the 
best workers on the planet—we have been able to lay a stronger foundation 
for our economy. Our auto industry has emerged stronger than ever, and 
the manufacturing sector, on the decline during the Great Recession and in 
its aftermath, has added over 800,000 new jobs. American businesses have 
added 15.1 million jobs since 2010. We are now in the middle of the long-
est streak of overall job growth on record, and wage growth has accelerated. 

My priority since taking office has always been the well-being of the Amer-
ican people, and over the course of my Administration, I have taken steps 
to make sure everyone in our workforce is treated and compensated in 
ways that reflect the effort they put in. Whether by pursuing measures that 
can help ensure a fair day’s pay for a hard day’s work, updating occupa-
tional health and safety rules so that no one has to risk their life or health 
for their job, or working with State leaders to increase access to paid sick 
and family leave, we have made great strides on our journey to protecting 
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