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ensure we can continue removing barriers that prevent women from reach-
ing their full potential. More than our policies, we must commit to chang-
ing the culture that raises our daughters to be demure or criticizes them 
for speaking out—and to changing the attitude that permits the routine har-
assment of women and girls, whether walking down the street or going on-
line. We are working with communities and businesses that are rethinking 
workplace policies, funding women entrepreneurs, expanding female lead-
ership, and creating more opportunities for women and girls who too often 
face disproportionate challenges—including women and girls of color, 
women and girls with disabilities, and lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
women and girls—because everyone has a role to play and everybody de-
serves the chance to pursue their dreams. 

This is the future we are forging: Where women and girls, no matter what 
they look like or where they are from, can live free from the fear of vio-
lence. A future where all girls know they can hold any job, run any com-
pany, and compete in any field. Today, we recommit ourselves to the belief 
that when everyone has the opportunity to go to school, explore their pas-
sions, and achieve their dreams, our communities are stronger, more resil-
ient, and better positioned for peace and prosperity. Let us keep working 
to build a world that is more just and free—because nothing should stand 
in the way of strong girls with bold dreams. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2016, as 
International Day of the Girl. I call upon the people of the United States 
to observe this day with programs, ceremonies, and activities that advance 
equality and opportunity for girls everywhere. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9523 of October 14, 2016 

National Character Counts Week, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our country has survived centuries of trial and triumph, and we have en-
dured times that have tested us and marked moments of progress that were 
once deemed impossible. Today, we live in a time of extraordinary possi-
bility—and we must decide how our next chapters will be written. The task 
of shaping America’s course falls to each one of us as individuals who 
make up our American family, and as we celebrate National Character 
Counts Week, let us seek to live out the ideals that have inspired our coun-
try’s journey and that define our national character. 

No matter who you are, what you look like, where you come from, or what 
your circumstances are, America should be a place where the things that 
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make you unique and different are celebrated. That promise of equality and 
acceptance has been our country’s North Star since its founding, and in 
thinking of how that centuries-old ideal translates into our lives today, it 
comes down to all of us showing others the compassion and acceptance 
that we would only wish for ourselves. If we seek to understand one an-
other and take advantage of opportunities to bring people together across 
lines of difference, we will increasingly realize as a people that we are 
more alike than we are different. 

Let us listen to each other, see each other, and recognize the common hu-
manity that makes America what it is. Let us embrace the multitudes of 
races, faiths, cultures, and origins that make up our diverse, vibrant Nation. 
It will make us better as a people and stronger as a country, and it starts 
with reflecting on the way we live our lives, the way we treat others, and 
the example we set for those around us. We have a collective obligation 
to reflect in our own lives the values we strive to reflect in our national 
life, and no gesture of goodwill is too small—together, ripples of kindness 
can drown out voices of hate, wash away cynicism and doubt, and help 
us see the world in truer colors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 16 through Octo-
ber 22, 2016, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9524 of October 14, 2016 

National Forest Products Week, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Filtering the air we breathe and the water we drink, and providing the 
habitats that are home to diverse species of fish and wildlife, forests are 
an essential part of our planet. Across America, they offer a wide range of 
cultural and recreational activities that have sustained and entertained peo-
ple since long before our Nation’s founding. Today, forests provide prod-
ucts we use each day, including paper, wood, and building and packaging 
materials. During National Forest Products Week, we express our apprecia-
tion for the incredible bounty forests provide and we renew our commit-
ment to ensuring the next generation can enjoy their irreplaceable re-
sources. 

Our forests are at increasing risk from catastrophic wildfires, erosion, 
drought, and climate change. That is why my Administration is working 
alongside State and local leaders, landowners, and businesses to develop 
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