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world that is safer, cleaner, and more stable. Yet the same forces of integra-
tion that have helped forge closer ties and stronger partnerships among the 
world’s nations also have exposed deep fault lines that we must address. 
In too many places around the world, perpetrators of atrocities go 
unpunished and those who violate international law face no consequences. 
Climate change remains a serious threat—even after we officially crossed 
the threshold for the Paris Agreement to take effect earlier this month. Too 
many governments still silence journalists, quash dissent, and censor vital 
flows of information. And in camps and cities around the world, families 
live as refugees, surviving on aid and the compassion of others. These 
issues present crises of our shared security and challenges to our inter-
national system in which all nations must share in our collective respon-
sibilities. Our world is too small, and our destinies too intertwined, for us 
not to see ourselves in one another. By upholding the values upon which 
the United Nations was founded—pluralism, diversity, human rights, and 
togetherness—we can ensure we pass these tests of our common humanity. 
And by continuing to build a more capable and effective United Nations, 
we strengthen the world’s capacity to respond to global crises, keep peace 
in fragile societies, and tackle unprecedented humanitarian challenges. 

The international community relies on the United Nations today more than 
ever before. Now in its eighth decade, this institution—and those selfless 
individuals who devote their lives to sustaining it—is vital to our mission 
of shaping a better world: one defined by cooperation over confrontation, 
a shared sense of purpose, and the understanding that the future of a child 
in America is inextricably linked to that of a child in Afghanistan. On this 
day, let us pay tribute to the staff of the United Nations, particularly the 
more than 100,000 uniformed personnel serving in peacekeeping missions, 
for their selfless service to the cause of promoting international peace and 
prosperity, and as citizens of the world, let us renew our shared commit-
ment to forging a brighter tomorrow for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2016, as 
United Nations Day. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, and the officials 
of all other areas under the flag of the United States, to observe United Na-
tions Day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9529 of October 27, 2016 

Military Family Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
For generations, brave Americans have stepped forward and answered our 
country’s call to serve in our Armed Forces. With honor and distinction, 
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our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen fight to de-
fend the principles upon which our Republic was founded so that we 
might live in a freer and more prosperous world. Behind these courageous 
Americans stand spouses, children, and parents who give up precious time 
with their loved ones, bearing the burden of long deployments and difficult 
moves, and oftentimes putting their careers on hold. During Military Fam-
ily Month, we salute the families of those who proudly are a part of our 
Nation’s unbroken chain of patriots for their unwavering devotion, and we 
renew our sacred vow to uphold our promise to our troops, our veterans, 
and their families. 

Our military would not be the greatest in the world without the strength 
and support of the loved ones who stand alongside our men and women 
in uniform. While our service members are fighting to secure the values we 
cherish and defend our homeland, their spouses keep their households run-
ning, sometimes through multiple deployments. Spouses of those in the 
military are often forced to relocate across our country or around the globe, 
leaving behind jobs they love and sometimes struggling to find new em-
ployment. They are our fellow citizens and neighbors; in their service to 
their families and their country, they represent the true strength of Amer-
ica. 

Our Nation has a solemn obligation to support and care for the members 
of our military and their families—from their first day of training until they 
conclude their service—and my Administration has worked to ensure we 
uphold this promise. Through First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill 
Biden’s Joining Forces initiative, we have worked with both the public and 
private sectors to ensure service members, veterans, and their families have 
the tools they need to succeed throughout their lives. Over the past 5 years, 
we have rallied businesses to hire more than 1.2 million veterans and mili-
tary spouses. Today, every single State has taken action to streamline pro-
fessional licensing and credentialing processes so that military spouses can 
continue their work when they move across State lines without having to 
re-certify for a job they are already qualified for. We are also working to 
provide the resources military families need to start businesses and pursue 
an education, and we are helping teachers and schools support military 
children from kindergarten through college. By partnering with the private 
sector, we have also helped expand access to essential science, technology, 
engineering, and math courses so that 60,000 more military children can 
be college-ready and prepared for 21st-century careers. 

We must always be there for our service members and their families—just 
as they are there for us. Through the thickest of fights and the darkest of 
nights, our extraordinary military families—our heroes on the home front— 
stand alongside our patriots in uniform, and in their example we see the 
very best of our country’s spirit. This month, let us thank them for their 
tremendous devotion to duty and for their unyielding sacrifice. Let us 
honor their resolve and patriotism and uphold our solemn responsibility to 
ensure the priorities of our Nation reflect the priorities of our military fami-
lies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2016 as Mili-
tary Family Month. I encourage all Americans to honor military families 
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through private actions and public service for the tremendous contributions 
they make in support of our service members and our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty- 
first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9530 of October 27, 2016 

National Adoption Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Across America, adoptive parents welcome children into stable, loving fam-
ilies, providing a safe and comforting place for children in need to call 
home. Families who choose the life-changing path of adoption make a 
meaningful and lasting difference in the lives of some of the most vulner-
able young people in our society. Regardless of sexual orientation, gender 
identity, race, or religion, devoted Americans who adopt help give more 
children the upbringing they deserve. Each November, we recognize the 
important role that adoption has played in the lives of children and fami-
lies in our country and around the world, and we rededicate ourselves to 
ensuring every child can find their forever family. 

Last year, more than 100,000 children were waiting to be adopted from fos-
ter care, and every year, too many older youth age out of the foster care 
system before they are able to find permanence. Without this support dur-
ing the critical years of early adulthood, these youth are more likely than 
their peers to experience homelessness, unemployment, or incarceration. 
To make the possibility of adoption real for more children across our coun-
try, my Administration has eliminated barriers to adoption by extending 
tax credits and providing financial incentives to child welfare agencies in 
almost every State to maximize adoptions. I have also worked to strengthen 
Federal workplace flexibility policies to ensure more families, including 
adoptive families, can keep their jobs and care for their children as their 
family grows. 

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving, we also recognize National Adoption 
Day, kicking off a week of reflection and gratitude for many adoptive fami-
lies. Each year on this day, thousands of adoptions are finalized, including 
more than 4,000 children in 2015. This year, cities from coast to coast will 
host a variety of events to commemorate the occasion. 

One of the most important jobs many of us will ever have is being a parent. 
Throughout National Adoption Month, we celebrate all those who have in-
vited a child in need into their hearts and into their homes, and we express 
our profound appreciation for all who help make adoptions possible. Let 
us continue strengthening the adoption process so that all children can 
learn, grow, and thrive with the support of a devoted and permanent fam-
ily. 
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