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Proclamations Proc. 9530 

through private actions and public service for the tremendous contributions 
they make in support of our service members and our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty- 
first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9530 of October 27, 2016 

National Adoption Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Across America, adoptive parents welcome children into stable, loving fam-
ilies, providing a safe and comforting place for children in need to call 
home. Families who choose the life-changing path of adoption make a 
meaningful and lasting difference in the lives of some of the most vulner-
able young people in our society. Regardless of sexual orientation, gender 
identity, race, or religion, devoted Americans who adopt help give more 
children the upbringing they deserve. Each November, we recognize the 
important role that adoption has played in the lives of children and fami-
lies in our country and around the world, and we rededicate ourselves to 
ensuring every child can find their forever family. 

Last year, more than 100,000 children were waiting to be adopted from fos-
ter care, and every year, too many older youth age out of the foster care 
system before they are able to find permanence. Without this support dur-
ing the critical years of early adulthood, these youth are more likely than 
their peers to experience homelessness, unemployment, or incarceration. 
To make the possibility of adoption real for more children across our coun-
try, my Administration has eliminated barriers to adoption by extending 
tax credits and providing financial incentives to child welfare agencies in 
almost every State to maximize adoptions. I have also worked to strengthen 
Federal workplace flexibility policies to ensure more families, including 
adoptive families, can keep their jobs and care for their children as their 
family grows. 

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving, we also recognize National Adoption 
Day, kicking off a week of reflection and gratitude for many adoptive fami-
lies. Each year on this day, thousands of adoptions are finalized, including 
more than 4,000 children in 2015. This year, cities from coast to coast will 
host a variety of events to commemorate the occasion. 

One of the most important jobs many of us will ever have is being a parent. 
Throughout National Adoption Month, we celebrate all those who have in-
vited a child in need into their hearts and into their homes, and we express 
our profound appreciation for all who help make adoptions possible. Let 
us continue strengthening the adoption process so that all children can 
learn, grow, and thrive with the support of a devoted and permanent fam-
ily. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2016 as Na-
tional Adoption Month. I encourage all Americans to observe this month 
by answering the call to find a permanent and caring family for every child 
in need and by supporting the families who care for them. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty- 
first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9531 of October 28, 2016 

National College Application Month, 2016 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In America, all people deserve an equal chance to succeed, and expanding 
access to affordable higher education is necessary for bringing us closer to 
fulfilling this ideal. Over the past several generations, our country built a 
strong middle class through a commitment to keeping a high-quality edu-
cation within reach for all those willing to work for it, and now more than 
ever, a college degree is the surest path to the middle class. During Na-
tional College Application Month, we encourage Americans to apply for a 
higher education, and we strive to ensure every student—no matter who 
they are or where they come from—has a chance at the opportunities they 
need to thrive. 

My Administration is committed to giving students and their families im-
portant information on college admissions, value, and costs so they can 
make decisions that are right for them. Last year, we redesigned a new Col-
lege Scorecard with direct input from students, families, and advisers to 
provide clear and accessible national data on college cost, graduation rates, 
debt, and post-college earnings. By visiting CollegeScorecard.Ed.gov, more 
Americans can evaluate college choices based on the factors that matter 
most to them. Through First Lady Michelle Obama’s Reach Higher initia-
tive, we are inspiring more students to pursue a higher education, ensuring 
they have what they need to complete their college education, and helping 
them understand their financial aid eligibility. And we are working to re-
duce barriers to educational opportunity through the Fair Chance Higher 
Education Pledge—an effort in which public and private colleges and uni-
versities are helping provide individuals with criminal records who have 
already paid their debt to society a fair chance to seek a higher education. 
To learn more about ways we are helping more Americans pursue a higher 
education, visit www.WhiteHouse.gov/ReachHigher. 

Although earning a college degree is one of the most important investments 
individuals can make for themselves and for our country, it still feels out 
of reach for too many American families. That is why we have taken many 
steps to make college more affordable, including doubling investments in 
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