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Proclamations Proc. 9560 

Proclamation 9560 of December 28, 2016 

National Mentoring Month, 2017 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
With every generation, our Nation has expanded the essential idea that no 
matter who you are or where you come from, America is a place where— 
with hard work and perseverance—you can make it if you try. Although 
obstacles and challenges along the way can be discouraging, the 
mentorship and support of others have always motivated our people to per-
severe—even in the toughest of times. At the start of each new year, we 
observe National Mentoring Month to honor the parents, families, teachers, 
coaches, and mentors who pour their time and their love into lifting up 
America’s daughters and sons. 

Nobody succeeds on their own: each young person’s strength and resilience 
is fostered by those who have taught them they can do anything they put 
their mind to. Whether helping mentees study for a test, learn a new skill, 
or lift their heads up after a setback, mentors provide them the chance they 
need to move forward and set their sights even higher. And in helping 
mentees achieve their goals, mentors can inspire them to reach back and 
provide the same support to someone else in need of a mentor. To learn 
how you can mentor others and make a lasting difference, visit 
www.Serve.gov/Mentor. 

In too many communities, many children still have the odds stacked 
against them, which is why my Administration has striven to increase 
mentorship opportunities across our country. Among other steps we have 
taken, we established the My Brother’s Keeper initiative, which has in-
spired private organizations and communities in every State to address op-
portunity gaps and encourage mentorship as a tool for helping all young 
people reach their full potential. At the White House, we started our own 
mentee program and regularly met with local youth to provide leadership 
and guidance. And our efforts to bring higher education within reach for 
more Americans and expand apprenticeship initiatives have helped ensure 
more students can access the educational and career opportunities they 
need to thrive. 

This month, we reflect on the transformative role mentorship can play and 
acknowledge the many ways that mentors have helped our next generation 
of leaders and innovators grow. As a Nation, we are stronger when every 
individual has the opportunity to contribute to our American story. By 
working to give each person a better chance at success, we can unlock their 
potential and empower them to serve others in the same way. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2017 as National 
Mentoring Month. I call upon public officials, business and community 
leaders, educators, and Americans across the country to observe this month 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen, and of the 
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty- 
first. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9561 of December 28, 2016 

National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, 
2017 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our Nation wrestled with the issue of slavery in a way that nearly tore us 
apart—its fundamental notion in direct contradiction with our founding 
premise that we are all created equal. The courageous individuals who re-
jected such cruelty helped us overcome one of the most painful chapters 
in our history as we worked to realize the promise of equality and justice 
for all. But today, in too many places around the world—including right 
here in the United States—the injustice of modern slavery and human traf-
ficking still tears at our social fabric. During National Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month, we resolve to shine a light on every dark 
corner where human trafficking still threatens the basic rights and freedoms 
of others. 

From factories and brothels to farms and mines, millions of men, women, 
and children in the United States and around the world are exploited for 
their bodies and their labor. Whether through violence, deceit, or the prom-
ises of a better life, some of the most vulnerable populations among us— 
including migrants and refugees fleeing conflict or disaster, homeless LGBT 
youth, Alaska Native and American Indian women and girls, and children 
in poverty—are preyed upon by human traffickers. In order to rid the world 
of modern slavery we must do everything in our power to combat these 
violations of human decency. 

The United States has pursued efforts to address these crimes and lift up 
individuals who have suffered unspeakable abuse at the hands of traf-
fickers. Through the Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons, we have joined with the private sector, faith commu-
nities, law enforcement, and advocates to coordinate efforts to prevent traf-
ficking and protect victims. Focusing on an agenda that prioritizes victim 
services, the rule of law, procurement of supplies, and increasing public 
awareness, the Task Force has strengthened Federal efforts to end human 
trafficking. In 2012, I issued an Executive Order to strengthen protections 
against human trafficking in Federal contracting, and nearly a year ago, I 
signed legislation that strengthened our ability to prevent products made 
with forced labor, including child labor, from entering American markets. 

We must address the consequences of human trafficking and work to tackle 
its root causes. This past fiscal year, the Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Department of Justice provided more than $60 million to 
community-based organizations and task forces to assist human trafficking 
victims, and since the beginning of my Administration, we have nearly tri-
pled the number of victims connected to services. The Department of 
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