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still contain the signature of an indi-
vidual qualified to sign who has the 
requisite authority to act on your be-
half. 

(e) Any document or information 
submitted pursuant to this section is 
submitted subject to the penalties of 18 
U.S.C. 1001, as amended by the False 
Statements Accountability Act of 1996. 

Subpart B—Oil and Gas Five Year 
Leasing Program 

§ 556.200 What is the Five Year leasing 
program? 

Section 18(a) of OCSLA (43 U.S.C. 
1344(a)), requires the Secretary to pre-
pare an oil and gas leasing program 
that consists of a five-year schedule of 
proposed lease sales to best meet na-
tional energy needs, showing the size, 
timing, and location of leasing activity 
as precisely as possible. BOEM prepares 
the five year schedule of proposed lease 
sales consistent with the principles set 
out in section 18(a)(1) and (2)(A)-(H) of 
OCSLA (43 U.S.C. 1344(a)(1) and (2)(A)- 
(H)) to obtain a proper balance among 
the potential for environmental dam-
age, the potential for the discovery of 
oil and gas, and the potential for ad-
verse impact on the coastal zone, as re-
quired by OCSLA section 18(a)(3) (43 
U.S.C. 1344(a)(3)). 

§ 556.201 Does BOEM consider mul-
tiple uses of the OCS? 

BOEM gathers information about 
multiple uses of the OCS in order to as-
sist the Secretary in making decisions 
on the 5-year program pursuant to pro-
visions of 43 U.S.C. 1344. For this pur-
pose, BOEM invites and considers sug-
gestions from States and local govern-
ments, industry, and any other inter-
ested parties, primarily through public 
notice and comment procedures. BOEM 
also invites and considers suggestions 
from Federal agencies. 

§ 556.202 How does BOEM start the 
Five Year program preparation 
process? 

To begin preparation of the Five 
Year program, BOEM invites and con-
siders nominations for any areas to be 
included or excluded from leasing, by 
doing the following: 

(a) BOEM prepares and makes public 
official protraction diagrams and leas-
ing maps of OCS areas. In any area 
properly included in the official Five 
Year diagrams and maps, any area not 
already leased for oil and gas may be 
offered for lease. 

(b) BOEM invites and considers sug-
gestions and relevant information from 
governors of States, local governments, 
industry, Federal agencies, and other 
interested parties, through a publica-
tion of a request for information in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. Any local govern-
ment must first submit its comments 
on the request for information to its 
State governor before sending the com-
ments to BOEM. 

(c) BOEM sends a letter to the gov-
ernor of each affected State asking the 
governor to identify specific laws, 
goals, and policies that should be con-
sidered. Each State governor, as well 
as the Department of Commerce, is re-
quested to identify the relationship be-
tween any oil and gas activity and the 
State under sections 305 and 306 of the 
CZMA, 16 U.S.C. 1454 and 1455. 

(d) BOEM asks the Department of 
Energy for information on regional and 
national energy markets and transpor-
tation networks. 

§ 556.203 What does BOEM do before 
publishing a proposed Five Year 
program? 

After considering the comments and 
information described in § 556.202, 
BOEM will prepare a draft proposed 
Five Year program. 

(a) At least 60 days before publication 
of a proposed program, BOEM will send 
a letter, together with the draft pro-
posed program, to the governor of each 
affected State, inviting the governor to 
comment on the draft proposed pro-
gram. 

(b) A governor, whether for purposes 
of preparing that State’s comments or 
otherwise, may solicit comments from 
local governments that he determines 
may be affected by an oil and gas leas-
ing program. 

(c) If a governor’s comments on the 
draft proposed program are received by 
BOEM at least 15 days before submis-
sion of the proposed program to Con-
gress and its publication for comment 
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in the FEDERAL REGISTER, BOEM will 
reply to the governor in writing. 

§ 556.204 How do governments and 
citizens comment on a proposed 
Five Year program? 

BOEM publishes the proposed pro-
gram in the FEDERAL REGISTER for 
comment by the public. At the same 
time, BOEM sends the proposed pro-
gram to the governors of the affected 
States and to Congress and the Attor-
ney General of the United States for 
review and comment. 

(a) Governors are responsible for pro-
viding a copy of the proposed program 
to affected local governments in their 
States. Local governments may com-
ment directly to BOEM, but must also 
send their comments to the governor of 
their State. 

(b) All comments from any party are 
due within 90 days after publication of 
the request for comments in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. 

§ 556.205 What does BOEM do before 
approving a proposed final Five 
Year program or a significant revi-
sion of a previously-approved Five 
Year program? 

At least 60 days before the Secretary 
may approve a proposed final Five Year 
program or a significant revision to a 
previously approved final Five Year 
program, BOEM will submit a proposed 
final program or proposed significant 
revision to the President and Congress. 
BOEM will also submit comments re-
ceived and indicate the reasons why 
BOEM did or did not accept any spe-
cific recommendation of the Attorney 
General of the United States, the gov-
ernor of a State, or the executive of a 
local government. 

Subpart C—Planning and Holding 
a Lease Sale 

§ 556.300 What reports may BOEM and 
other Federal agencies prepare be-
fore a lease sale? 

For an oil and gas lease sale in a Five 
Year program, and as the need arises 
for other mineral leasing pursuant to 
part 581 of this chapter, BOEM will pre-
pare a report describing the general ge-
ology and potential mineral resources 
of the area under consideration. The 

Director may request other interested 
Federal agencies to prepare reports de-
scribing, to the extent known, any 
other valuable resources contained 
within the general area and the poten-
tial effect of mineral operations upon 
the resources or upon the total envi-
ronment or other uses of the area. 

§ 556.301 What is a Call for Informa-
tion and Nominations? 

BOEM issues a Call for Information 
and Nominations (‘‘Call’’) on an area 
proposed for leasing in the Five Year 
program through publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and other publica-
tions. A Call may include more than 
one proposed sale. Comments are re-
quested from industry and the public 
on: 

(a) Industry interest in the area pro-
posed for leasing, including nomina-
tions or indications of interest in spe-
cific blocks within the area; 

(b) Geological conditions, including 
bottom hazards; 

(c) Archaeological sites on the seabed 
or near shore; 

(d) Potential multiple uses of the 
proposed leasing area, including navi-
gation, recreation, and fisheries; 

(e) Areas that should receive special 
concern and analysis; and 

(f) Other socioeconomic, biological, 
and environmental information. 

§ 556.302 What does BOEM do with the 
information from the Call? 

(a) Based upon information and 
nominations received in response to 
the Call, and in consultation with ap-
propriate Federal agencies, the Direc-
tor will develop a recommendation of 
areas proposed for leasing for the Sec-
retary for further consideration for 
leasing and/or environmental analysis. 

(1) In developing the recommenda-
tion, the Director will consider avail-
able information concerning the envi-
ronment, conflicts with other uses, re-
source potential, industry interest, and 
other relevant information, including 
comments received from State and 
local governments and other interested 
parties in response to the Call. 

(2) The Director, on his/her own mo-
tion, may include in the recommenda-
tion areas in which interest has not 
been indicated in response to a Call. In 
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