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OPENING STATEMENT

OF

CHAIRMAN CULBERSON

Mr. CULBERSON. Good afternoon. I want to welcome everyone to
today’s hearing on the fiscal year 2010 military construction and
family housing program for the U.S. Army.
The Army will continue to execute a drawdown of forces in Iraq,
while continuing their mission in Afghanistan for a period of uncertain duration, while roughly one-third of the Army will be changing
locations or consolidating commands due to BRAC and the realignment of the global defense posture.
The Army continues to execute billions of dollars in military construction and family housing to accommodate its active duty soldiers and transition the Guard and Reserve to an Operational
Force, requiring major changes in the way we train, equip, and
build for our citizen soldiers.
Before I formally introduce our witness, I would like to turn to
our Ranking Member, Mr. Bishop, for any remarks he may like to
make.
OPENING STATEMENT

OF

MR. BISHOP

jbell on DSK4TPTVN1PROD with HEARING

Mr. BISHOP. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
I would like to also say that I am a little disappointed that General Casey was not able to attend the hearing today. As you know,
this would have been his last appearance before the subcommittee.
But I just want to say for the record that we all appreciate General
Casey’s service to our country, and we wish him well in all of his
future endeavors.
While General Casey may not be here, Mr. Chairman, the Army
is still represented by two very impressive witnesses, Major General Boozer and Ms. Hammack.
And I thank you both for your service to our country and for
being here today. I suppose that General Casey is like Hallmark.
(1)
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He cared enough to send the very best, and so we appreciate your
coming.
We find ourselves at a very interesting crossroads. Fiscal year
2011, the funding is still not resolved, and in a few years the Army
will begin to reduce its end strength, and the 2005 BRAC will be
ending. I think that we are all concerned about what effect the
delay in the fiscal year 2011 funding is having on your construction
programs, and we need to get this taken care of as soon as possible.
I am interested in what actions the Army is taking to prepare
for the looming draw down, which is only a few short years away.
Our country is facing serious budgetary challenges, and I want to
make sure that the fiscal year 2012 requests make the necessary
investments for the Army going forward.
I am also concerned about the Walter Reed National Medical
Military Medical Center at Bethesda, because right now it is in
jeopardy of missing the September deadline. And I would like to
hear what steps are being taken to make sure that this transition
happens on time.
While these issues are very serious, please be assured that everybody on this committee will do everything in our power to make
sure that the Army has the necessary resources to support its mission and its people.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I yield back.
Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you, Mr. Bishop.
I would now like to formally introduce our witness. We are joined
today by the Honorable Katherine Hammack, who is the assistant
secretary of the Army for installations and environment. Ms.
Hammack was appointed as assistant secretary on June 28th of
2010 and is now serving as the primary advisor to the secretary of
the Army and the chief of staff of the Army on all matters involving installation policy, energy security and management.
Her responsibilities include policy and oversight of sustainability
and environmental initiatives, resource management, including design, military construction and base realignment and closure. And
prior to her appointment, Ms. Hammack was a leader at Ernst &
Young’s climate change and sustainability services practice and has
over 30 years experience in energy and sustainability advisory
services.
Secretary Hammack, we welcome you to the subcommittee. We
look forward to hearing your testimony. And, of course, your full
statement will be entered into the record without objection. And
you can certainly feel free to summarize your remarks. Thank you
very much for being with us today, and we thank you for your
service.
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STATEMENT

OF

HON. KATHERINE HAMMACK

Ms. HAMMACK. Certainly. Thank you very much, and I am glad
to be here.
Chairman Culberson and Congressman Bishop and other members of the committee, I really want to thank you for the opportunity to talk about what the Army is doing in our military construction programs.
The investments provide our soldiers with facilities that they
need in order to fight in two wars, as well as the necessary fi-
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nances to complete essential Army initiatives. At the same time we
are working to reduce our energy footprint and remain good stewards of the environment.
But as Congressman Bishop mentioned, we are concerned about
the CR. We are unable to award construction projects requested
over a year ago, projects that are needed to continue the momentum to complete our goals. Currently, there is $1.8 billion of Army
military construction projects ready to reward, pending receipt of
a bill or new start authority.
IMPACTS OF THE CONTINUING RESOLUTION

These 88 projects are located in 22 different states. Bids are expiring, and project costs are increasing. Your constituents are directly impacted by our inability to award projects. Currently, $300
million in Alaska, $198 million in Texas, 126 million in California
and 109 million in Kansas to date are on hold. These values would
almost double under a yearlong CR. This work represents jobs, and
I ask for your support to enact legislation so that work may begin.
FY 12 BUDGET
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The fiscal year 2012 budget request of 5.3 billion is for military
construction, family housing and base closure caretaker requirements. It represents 3.6 percent of the Army’s total obligation authority. This request is a 33 percent reduction, a reduction of $2.6
billion from last year’s request. This decrease is attributable to
completion of most of the investments and facilities necessary to
support the Army’s growth to 45 brigade combat teams.
With the conclusion of three of our largest initiatives, which are
BRAC, Grow the Army and Global Defense Posture Realignment,
the Army’s focus is on barracks buyout programs and funding the
remaining requirements to transform to a modular force. This includes several important stationing actions such as the standup of
new combat aviation brigade.
The Army is committed to implementing efficiencies within all of
its programs. As you are aware, we deferred 1.4 billion in military
construction projects across fiscal years 2012 to 2016. These
projects pose low to medium risk to Army readiness and will recompete for inclusion in future programs.
We are closely examining all solutions, focusing on O&M funds
to modernize and restore existing facilities in lieu of building new,
wherever possible. In addition, we are reviewing facility standards
and criteria to ensure that the Army is optimizing construction
necessary to support as many missions.
Over the past several years, savings between budget and actual
construction costs have accumulated as a result of our economic climate. We have returned almost $1 billion to you over the past 2
years, funding you are able to redirect to other priorities. We are
retaining some bid savings to use to ensure our facilities are energy
efficient, some to process reprogramming actions, and some to repair storm damaged facilities.
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ENERGY SECURITY
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In energy Army leadership recognizes that sustainability and energy security ensure that the Army of tomorrow has the same access to energy, water, land and natural resources as the Army of
today. We are focusing efforts to reduce energy use both in contingency operations and in the generating force here at home.
Through more efficient structures, which would be tents in contingency operations or permanent structures here in the United
States, also more efficient power generation and more efficient vehicles, we are reducing costs.
Our energy budget includes investments in energy conservation
technology for new construction as well as renovations and investments in alternative energy sources. The Army’s net zero strategy
focuses efforts to ensure energy security and mission effectiveness.
Energy security and conservation not only reduce vulnerabilities,
but assure readiness by reducing impacts of disruptions on installations and surrounding communities.
The Army’s environmental program needs an investment of 1.4
billion to ensure adequate environmental resources to support the
mission. This funding maintains a sound environmental posture
while addressing the environmental aspects of stationing actions,
including base closure.
We must also address the Army’s past environmental legacy,
whether it is BRAC or formerly used defense sites. We are committed to meeting our legal requirements and to protecting both
our natural and our cultural resources while operating in a constrained resource environment. We are on target to meet our environmental cleanup goals.
Chairman Culberson, Ranking Member Bishop and other members of the committee, I look forward to working closely with you
to ensure our soldiers, civilians and our family members have the
resources and the facilities necessary to perform their many missions in defense of the nation. I look forward to your questions.
Thank you.
[The information follows:]
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CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES

Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you very much, Madam Secretary.
And, General Boozer, we appreciate so very much your service as
well, sir, and we on this committee are arm-in-arm in working,
doing everything we can to make sure we get a bill done for the
rest of the year for all the Federal Government, but in particular
for military construction, because we understand the constraints
and the problems that that is causing for every branch of our
armed services and the logistical chain.
As you say, it is affecting contracts. Have you lost any contracting opportunities yet, Madam Secretary, as a result of the continuing resolution?
Ms. HAMMACK. Currently, we are having to re-compete some of
them in that the bids have expired. Wherever possible, we are asking for bid extensions, and we have been granted those in several
cases. But the longer it takes between the bid and the award date,
the more at-risk we are to having to re-compete and to experience
an increase in the budget.
Mr. CULBERSON. Can you identify for us any projects in the fiscal
year 2012 request that will be delayed due to current continuing
resolution?
Ms. HAMMACK. At this point I can take out for the record and
come back to you with that.
[The information folllows:]
No projects in the FY 12 budget request were delayed by the FY 11 CR. Planning
and design funds were not impacted by the CR.

We do have projects where a Phase 1 was intended in fiscal year
2011 and a Phase 2 in fiscal year 2012 so that if we are unable
to begin a project in 2011, it may delay the action in 2012.
BID SAVINGS REDUCTION

Mr. CULBERSON. The Senate-proposed yearlong continuing resolution reduced funding for the Army by 263 million for excessive
bid savings, but how would this reduction affect the military construction efforts at Army installations?
Ms. HAMMACK. We have already returned, as I said, over $1 billion in the last 2 years. As projects continue to be built, we are experiencing and continue to experience some bid savings. Some of
those are needed for reprogramming efforts, whether they are actions that were unanticipated that we have some emergency need
for. We do not know yet whether we will be able to return any
without impact on our mission, so I don’t have a number right now.
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TOUR NORMALIZATION

Mr. CULBERSON. General Sharp was in to see me yesterday and
talked a little bit about the expansion of the facilities in Korea to
allow families to move over there for support and to encourage men
and women to stay in Korea longer than a year, which, of course,
helps with training.
Could you talk to us a little bit about that and about the size
of that investment that ultimately would be needed if we were to
extend those facilities in Korea to allow families to move in?
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Senator Kirk and I talked about this yesterday on the House
floor. He is very concerned, as I am, as we all are, about the cost,
but we want to weigh that, of course, against the benefits to the
Army and in retention and morale in keeping highly trained people
there in that vitally important region of the world, which is really
at the tip, those folks and our troops in Korea at the tip of the
spear.
And we want to do everything we can, of course, to make sure
that their morale is high, that their training is at its peak, and in
order to deter the North Koreans and ensure, God forbid that there
is ever a conflict, that our folks are in the best possible condition.
So talk to us a little bit about the expansion in Korea and what
ultimately that might wind up costing and what are the benefits.
Ms. HAMMACK. Well, I want to first talk about consolidation, because our first phase and our current phase in Korea is one of consolidation. Over the last 5 years, we have closed 34 sites and returned 13,000 acres to the Korean government. Over the next 5
years, we plan to close another 22 sites and return another 9,000
acres to the Korean government.
So currently, our Phase 1 is one of consolidation. Currently in
Korea, we have over 2,300 families. So part of the consolidation is
to relocate those families to Yongsan, Camp Humphreys. Phase 2
is toward normalization, where we would allow more of the soldiers
to bring their families to Korea. And I will let General Boozer talk
about that little bit.
General BOOZER. Yes, Mr. Chairman. As Secretary Hammack indicated, what has been approved and what is ongoing right now in
Korea on the peninsula is command sponsorship for families. That
number was approved by the Army, and that is 3,740 command
sponsorship families. Most of the families, and again, we are at
about 2,300 right now, are already on the peninsula. And in 2012
that consolidation south to Camp Humphreys Garrison will start to
take place.
And what the Army has to do is to figure out how we are going
to put quality housing and services in the Humphreys area to provide for those families. And one way we are doing that is with a
program that we call HHOP, which is the Humphreys Housing Opportunity Program, to construct 1,400 family housing units on the
garrison at Camp Humphreys.
Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you, General.
We have been joined by our ranking member, the gentleman
from Washington State, whose devotion to and support for the
United States military truly has been extraordinary.
And we are honored to have you here with us, sir, and we would
welcome any statement that you would want to make.
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DEFENSE ACCESS ROAD PROGRAM

Mr. DICKS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Mr. Bishop, our new
ranking member. I want to compliment you both on the job you are
doing.
Let me ask you, the National Research Council Transportation
Research Board did a paper on the need that the Defense Department ought to expand the Defense Access Road Program, the only
program DOD has to pay for transportation infrastructure off base.
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In addition, a January report by the GAO found that the Defense
Access Road Program usage has been limited in part by a lack of
knowledge about the program—outdated regulations and unclear
guidance on how to navigate the program’s complex processes. GAO
also found that there needs to be greater high-level federal interagency coordination.
And we are very fortunate at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, to have
just gotten a Combat Aviation Brigade. It is going to add another
1,400 people, and we have three Stryker Brigades. And I–5 between Tacoma and Olympia is maxed out every single day. As you
know, a lot of the soldiers live off of base, so it really affects their
ability to get in and out. It affects the local community.
I know we are doing some work at the new Walter Reed and at
Belvoir. Tell me what you think about this Defense Access Roads
Program. It has been around a long time, but apparently it isn’t
being used very effectively.
Ms. HAMMACK. We are looking at the DAR funding and the DAR
funding criteria. It is a Department of Defense program, and so we
follow guidance that comes to us from the Office of the Secretary
of Defense.
The challenges are that the program was originally envisioned
for rural installations where you would have a stationing action
that would double the traffic on roads and intersections. And so
that is some of the base criteria for a threshold for significant impact. That threshold does not apply to urbanized areas, and so we
are certainly working to communicate and better evaluate the application of the DAR program.
The other problem is that it doesn’t account for the tipping point
effect that our growth can have on the transportation system that
may already be at or over capacity. And so those——
Mr. DICKS. I think this is the perfect example of the situation at
Joint Base Lewis-McChord. This is the tipping point which is when
all the troops, thank God, came back. That means their families
come from other parts of the country, and they are back at the
base, and they are coming in and out of there.
So are you suggesting that we need to have a change in authorization language on this program in order to make it more relevant
or that we should take that up with the Department of Defense
or——
Ms. HAMMACK. I would not say that that is needed right now,
but there needs to be probably better communication of the program and better education to the installations on how to use it. We
are evaluating and working with OSD whether the criteria need
some changes, and there are several discussions ongoing right now.
I was just up at JBLM about 3 weeks ago, and so we did have
discussions on some of the impacts, and we did talk about DAR criteria and whether there is an opportunity for them to apply for
that. I think it is something that needs ongoing discussion, and
there may be some opportunities for improvement.
The challenge is, and the real concern is, at what point and how
far away from the installation does the military obligation end.
Mr. DICKS. All right.
I will yield to Mr. Bishop, the ranking member.
Mr. BISHOP. Thank you very much.
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While that applies to Fort Lewis, it also applies to Northern Virginia. And our ears have been burning for a while since BRAC with
the increased load of traffic as a result of BRAC for Northern Virginia and what we expect to be a great increase.
Can you explain to me whether or not there is something written
in the statute? You said it was designed to apply to rural roads,
but was that something that the Congress wrote in there that said
it applied only to rural communities? Or does it apply wherever
BRAC impacts civilian communities and civilian transportation or
arteries?
Ms. HAMMACK. I can get back to you with more detail on it. I do
not know the specifics.
[The information follows:]
The DAR program provides the Department of Defense the means to pay its share
for public highway improvements resulting from sudden or unusual defense-generated impacts regardless of location within the U.S. However, DAR eligibility criteria includes the requirement that the DoD action must result in a doubling of traffic. This criteria is more easily met in rural than urban areas. The Office of the Secretary of Defense is in the process of relooking all DAR eligibility criteria with a
view to publishing an updated set of criteria.

It is my understanding that the intention, the original intention
and envisioning of the DAR program was to apply to a rural area
where it may be a two-lane road, and if you are doubling the
amount of traffic or more on a two-lane road, then you would have
a responsibility or obligation there.
Mr. BISHOP. But if you got a four-lane road and you double the
amount of traffic, don’t you need to increase it to eight?
Ms. HAMMACK. And those are the questions and concerns——
Mr. BISHOP. As a result of——
Ms. HAMMACK [continuing]. That need to be addressed, correct.
Mr. BISHOP. Okay. All right. So——
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DAR AND BRAC PROGRAM

Mr. DICKS. Let me ask on your point. Is there a difference for
a BRAC situation and the situation where the base has just had
substantial growth? I mean, a BRAC is when we are usually
downsizing and building new facilities, but is there a difference
there?
Ms. HAMMACK. Several of the programs, the BRAC actions, did
have road improvement outside the installation. BRAC——
Mr. DICKS. As part of BRAC.
Ms. HAMMACK. As part of BRAC. And for instance, one of those
is at the Mark Center, where the BRAC program in and of itself
had $12 million in road construction that allowed for additional
turning lanes and widening of roads. So that was part of the BRAC
program.
Mr. CULBERSON. If I may, Mr. Dicks, could I follow up?
Mr. DICKS. Yes, sir.
Mr. CULBERSON. Because my good friend, Mr. Moran, we want
to make sure to help. You have got a problem, sounds like, in
Washington. Mr. Moran has got a bad problem we have got to help
solve in his district.
Mr. DICKS. And we have got one up in Maryland, too, right at
the new Walter Reed.

VerDate Mar 15 2010

05:55 Nov 11, 2011

Jkt 070703

PO 00000

Frm 00022

Fmt 6633

Sfmt 6602

E:\HR\OC\A703P2.XXX

A703P2

23
Mr. CULBERSON. Oh, yes.
Mr. DICKS. It is going to be a disaster.
Mr. CULBERSON. At Walter Reed. So it sounds like an answer to
Mr. Dicks’ question is that the BRAC statute is broad enough to
allow the BRAC commission to include—when they make their recommendations, they can recommend improvements to the road net
around the base.
Ms. HAMMACK. There are transportation studies that are required, and if the transportation studies so indicate that there is
a need, then that became part of the BRAC program.
Mr. CULBERSON. The statute is broad enough to give them that
authority.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes.
Mr. DICKS. We will probably have to do an authorization, I would
think.
Mr. CULBERSON. Yes, I think so. It is a bad problem and needs
to be addressed. Forgive me. This is Mr. Bishop’s time.
IMPACT OF BRAC ON COMMUNITIES

Mr. BISHOP. Thank you.
In that regard also you are prepared to talk about any BRACrelated matters, I assume.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir.
Mr. BISHOP. And one of the chronic problems that we have with
BRAC is for military communities that have been plused up as a
result of BRAC, the impact that it has on the local school systems,
which we have been butting our heads up against the wall for now
3 or 4 years, trying to get some resolution between the Office of Adjustment——
Mr. DICKS. Economic Adjustment.
Mr. BISHOP [continuing]. The Office of Economic Adjustment, the
education budget with Impact Aid, the Defense Subcommittee
budget and the MILCON budget. Everybody seems to be pointing
the finger the other way.
We need some strong leadership and some support from the Department of Defense, particularly with regard to BRAC and how
BRAC is causing these communities to suffer particularly in these
hard budget times.
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DODEA SCHOOLS

Ms. HAMMACK. Sir, right now the Army——
Mr. BISHOP. We want to accommodate our young people, the children of our service members who have to go to school. We want to
keep them happy.
Ms. HAMMACK. And we agree with you. It is very important that
we support our families and our schools, and those are our families
and the children, and those are priorities for the Army. But the
Army has no specific authority nor authorization to fund or construct public schools on or off the installation.
We can identify land. We can set aside land. We could lease land
to the local education authority, but we are not authorized to fund
or construct schools.
Mr. BISHOP. There is clear precedent for doing that. For example,
with the Kings Bay Submarine Base in Georgia, when that base
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was constructed that community did not have sufficient infrastructure to support the base. And, of course, through the Office of Economic Adjustment, the Department of Defense did pour in sizable
amounts of money to create that infrastructure.
Why couldn’t it be done the same way for these communities that
are impacted? And perhaps maybe it would require an additional
authorization. I don’t know. But if that is what you think we need
to do, tell us, and we will go about trying to get that done. But we
put language in the appropriations bill for two or three times, trying to get some reaction on it to get some kind of response, and we
haven’t gotten anything.
The communities are now beginning to feel the impact of thousands of children that are going to be hitting them in the Fort
Benning area. They will be coming in in August, and the communities around Fort Benning and other places need to have those
schools so they don’t have to be in temporary classrooms.
Ms. HAMMACK. Sir, in, and I think it is the 60s or 70s, there was
special authorization given to the Army or the Department of Defense to construct schools. And those are considered the DoDEA
schools. And I think the Army has——
Mr. BISHOP. The what?
Ms. HAMMACK. DoDEA schools, Department of Defense—
What does it stand for?
Education Authority, or something like that. But they are generally called DoDEA schools.
General BOOZER. Activity.
Ms. HAMMACK. The Army has 122 schools on our installations.
About half of those are operated by either DoDEA or the Department of Defense. The balance, 66 of them, are operated by a local
education authority. So the Army allows land, but we do not have
the authority right now to fund or construct, and that would have
to be special legislation.
And I got passed a note. It was special legislation at Kings Bay.
Mr. BISHOP. Yes.
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IMPACT AID

General BOOZER. Congressman, I can address the Impact Aid
piece that you raised, too. That is another critical issue that is all
related to this. I think, as you know, that is a——
Mr. BISHOP. It is after the fact. It is after the fact, though.
General BOOZER. It is, Congressman.
Mr. BISHOP. After the kids are already there, then the Impact
Aid is awarded, which has already inconvenienced them and their
families.
General BOOZER. Yes, sir. It is. And it is historically——
Mr. BISHOP. And it is a small amount of money. The account for
Impact Aid is so tiny, and it comes out of the education budget,
that it couldn’t even begin to touch a fraction of the cost of satisfying the needs of these kids.
General BOOZER. Yes, Congressman. You made the point that I
was going to make right there. It is woefully underfunded.
Mr. DICKS. If you would yield to me just for——
Mr. BISHOP. I would be glad to.
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Mr. DICKS. We have been trying to work on this. Secretary
Westphal has been involved in this. There have been studies done
of the condition of the schools around the country. We have some
very old ones at Joint Base Lewis-McChord that we are concerned
about. There was a school at Fort Riley and many others.
And sometimes these schools are not owned by the Defense Department. As you pointed out, some of them are owned by the Department of Education, or the ones that were constructed. We
talked to Westphal and to Secretary Gates about this. There is no
way these school districts are going to be able to afford to do new
schools at those places.
So where we are going to do this, if we are going to take care
of the soldiers who are over there in combat in Afghanistan or Iraq
and have their kids have a decent school to go to, it is going to
have to be done by the Department of Defense.
And maybe then you can turn the schools over to the local school
districts, but you can’t expect them—these are very difficult budgetary times for school districts across the country—to be able to
pay for new schools on defense bases.
It is just the same exact situation. We are going to have hundreds of additional students coming in because of this new Combat
Aviation Brigade, which we desperately need, to do training, proper
training in Fort Lewis. But we have got to figure out a way to take
care of this problem so that the kids whose families are serving in
the military are not given a second-class education.
We also have the problem in the Puget Sound area of the potential for a very large earthquake, and up to a magnitude 9, in fact.
Mount Rainer erupts every 400 or 500 years, and this is right in
the area. I would be very concerned if we had a large earthquake
whether these schools would survive. They looked pretty fragile to
me when I went out and visited with Congressman Smith.
So, Mr. Chairman, I just think this is one of these things that
we are going to have to come to. Everybody points the finger at everybody else. Well, go see Department of Education. Well, they
haven’t got any money.
I mean, the people who have got the money is the Defense Department. I think Westphal and the Secretary in good faith and are
concerned about this, but we have to get this into the budget and
take care of this problem. Thank you.
Mr. BISHOP. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I think I
was—I hope I was using Mr. Dicks’ time. [Laughter.]
Mr. CULBERSON. Well, one thing is, Mr. Dicks, in this committee
we don’t really follow a hard and fast 5-minute rule. I will make
sure everybody gets a chance to ask questions, and everybody is
courteous to make sure we are not stepping on other folks’ time,
so——
Mr. DICKS. We are going to have any time for Civil War battlefields——
Mr. CULBERSON. Yes, that is right. [Laughter.]
Historic preservation at some of these sites we see around here,
absolutely.
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DEPENDENTS EDUCATION

Education is really near and dear to my heart, so I just want to
reiterate my strong support for what has already been said and encourage us to think about charter schools. The money that DOD is
already directing to some of these bases for education, we have had
great success in a lot of states with charter schools, properly run
ones.
I mean, there are some out there you’ve got to watch closely, but
by and large there are a lot of very successful programs that the
private sector is able to come in and use existing dollars that DOD
may already have as directed towards this that can come in and
take over an old school facility or an existing building and just
transform it and really give these parents a choice, an opportunity
for the kids to get a first-class education.
And the other problem, for example, Fort Bliss in El Paso. And
I hate to pick on El Paso, but their school district has had problems
in the past, so if you are assigned to Fort Bliss and you are sort
of stuck either with—I think there is a school on base, or the El
Paso school district with their problem with gangs and drugs, or
Socorro, which has also got problems.
So this is at the top of my list. I served on the education committee in the Texas legislature. This is one time—I never thought
as a 10th amendment Jeffersonian I would ever be talking about
education at the federal level—but this is absolutely vital, and I
just want to express my strong support for Mr. Dicks, and Mr.
Bishop on this issue. They have got my full attention and support
on this, and we need to solve this.
It is just not acceptable to let these little kids have terrible educational opportunities when their mom or dads are serving their
nation. This is not acceptable. We have got to get all over this.
Ms. HAMMACK. I agree with you. And again, I will reiterate that
we need authorization in order to build, construct and operate
schools on Army bases.
Mr. CULBERSON. Not charter schools.
Ms. HAMMACK. Charter schools, what is interesting is they are
authorized and allowed in 41 states. Unfortunately, Washington
State is one of those states that does not have a charter school authority.
So we have looked at the various states. Texas is one that has
a very good charter schools system. That is certainly an opportunity and something that could be considered. I know that OSD
has stood up a group including OSD, Department of Education and
Army constituents that is looking at this right now.
Mr. CULBERSON. Again, I mean, this is anathema to me. As a
10th amendment Jeffersonian I can’t believe I am saying this, but
federal law does override state law, and if the base commander
wants a charter school on the base in Washington State, couldn’t
he just order it?
I mean, if they have got the authority under federal law to bring
them in, why couldn’t the base commander in Mr. Dicks’ district
just say——
Mr. BISHOP. They can do anything they want to on the base.
Mr. CULBERSON. That is right, on the base.
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Mr. DICKS. Let us take a look at that.
Mr. CULBERSON. I am ready. I would love to help you with it.
Mr. DICKS. Let me look at that.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, I think it needs state licensing, and it also
needs authority for state funds to be directed to them and authorized to go to the school as an authorized public school.
Mr. CULBERSON. Interesting.
I will help you with it, guys.
Mr. DICKS. Thank you.
Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Bishop.
Mr. BISHOP. My concern has to do—many of the school districts
can operate. They just need additional facilities to accommodate
the kids. They don’t need for the Department of Defense to operate
the schools. They just need the funding to get it built so that they
won’t have to be in temporary units.
Mr. CULBERSON. Or use existing buildings.
Mr. BISHOP. So that is what the concern is. But, I mean, this has
just been kicked down the road. I was on the Defense Subcommittee. I was on Military Construction Subcommittee. This has
been kicked back down the road back-and-forth, back-and-forth.
And we need to bring some resolve to it, because BRAC is soon to
be ending. And we have been talking about it since 2005.
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ARMY END STRENGTH

Okay. Let me switch gears for a moment.
General Boozer, you know that the committee has made significant investments in Army facilities to meet the Grow the Army
needs. But we know that beginning in 2015 that the Army will
begin to reduce its end strength.
How much is included in your fiscal year 2012 requests for Grow
the Army? And now that we know that the Army is going to reduce
the end strength, is this the last year of Grow the Army projects?
And then for Ms. Hammack, is there any concern that we may
have overbuilt or that we will have excess facilities due to the
downsizing that will occur in 2015?
General BOOZER. Yes, sir. For Grow the Army MILCON projects,
we are on track to complete all of our Grow the Army projects
under that initiative in fiscal year 2013. So so we are on the downward slope for Grow the Army projects.
All of those projects, Congressman, are geared toward combat
support and combat service support type units and organizations,
because we completed all the builds we have in the program, all
of the builds and constructions for the Brigade Combat Teams.
Mr. BISHOP. Were they constructed in anticipation of the
downsizing that you are going to be accomplishing starting in
2015?
And, Ms. Hammack, will we have overbuilt?
General BOOZER. We do not think we have overbuilt, to include
those projects that I just mentioned that would go into and complete the program in fiscal year 2013.
Now, we, quite frankly, Congressman, don’t know what we don’t
know yet in terms of taking down that 27K starting in 2015. We
don’t know where that spread is going to occur. It clearly will occur
across the force, across the Army.
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I can’t imagine it being targeted at specific installations, but I
think we will take that 27K cut across the Army. We just don’t
know yet, nor have we put together a decision package for our senior leaders to lay out those types of options on how we would bring
that down.
Mr. BISHOP. Let me follow that up with—maybe you might want
to submit this for the record, if you don’t know, because my next
line of questioning was whether or not the reductions would fall
proportionately on officer and enlisted ranks, if there were critical
skills that would be exempted from the draw down, and what kind
of adjustments, if any, would be necessary in your construction program that will result from the downsizing, and what kind of
projects would we be less likely to see.
27K REDUCTION

General BOOZER. Well, Congressman, again, with the particulars
of the grade structure and how we would take down and enlisted,
noncommissioned officer and officer ranks associated with that 27K
reduction, I would have to take that for the record, because we just
don’t know yet.
[The information follows:]
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No decisions have been made. We do not have anything to submit, because no decisions have been made as to how we are reducing our end strength.

Mr. BISHOP. Okay. As of January of this month—of this year
rather, you are at 102 percent for recruiting and you had met all
of your retention goals. As of March 3rd of this year, the active
Army and the Reserve were operating at or near their authorized
end strength, and the Guard was experiencing an excess of
strength.
Given the strong recruiting and retention that the Army has
been experiencing, has this put stress on the current facilities? And
does the Army construction program reflect its authorized end
strength, or is its over strength factored in? You can submit that
for the record, if you want to, or you can respond.
Ms. HAMMACK. No decisions have been made. We do not have
anything to submit, because no decisions have been made as to how
we are reducing our end strength. And because no decisions have
been made, we do not know where the impact could be felt in our
facilities.
Part of the decision-making will be where there are facilities that
are maybe at or exceeding capacity. That could be one of the decision factors, but again, no decisions have been made on how to take
it down, and those are things that are being discussed right now.
And I do not have a deadline as to when the decisions will be complete.
I do also want to address your concern as to whether we have
overbuilt due to downsizing. What bothers me is——
Mr. BISHOP. Due to expected downsizing.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, expected downsizing. Right now we have had
to meet some of our increase in manpower with relocatables. And
we have a lot of relocatable or temporary buildings throughout our
inventory, so I do not believe we have overbuilt. And my intention
is to work hard to take down and remove some of those
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relocatables that use a lot of energy, that take up space, so that
we can have an appropriately sized permanent structure facility.
Mr. BISHOP. Appreciate that.
Mr. Chairman.
Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you, Mr. Bishop.
At this time I recognize the gentleman from California. Mr. Farr.
Mr. FARR. Thank you very much.
Let me just ask you, Mr. Chairman. I think these questions raise
the issue that we ought to have a special BRAC hearing. We had
that. You were going to—you canceled it.
Mr. CULBERSON. Yes. We are indeed going to do that. I want to
be sure to sit down with you, Mr. Moran, and Mr. Dicks, to visit
with you in advance of that hearing and kind of think it through
and map it out.
Mr. FARR. Because I have a whole bunch of questions——
Mr. CULBERSON. Absolutely. We are going to do a special BRAC
hearing, yes, sir.
Mr. FARR [continuing]. On legacy bases and all kinds of stuff. So
I would love to do that. And if you are going to have that hearing,
I will put those off to another time.
IMPACTS OF CONTINUING RESOLUTION

Ms. Hammack, you indicated in your testimony that the CR was
doing great damage to the ability to manage the MILCON construction budget. Could you tell us what the impact of the CR is
on military construction projects in each of our bases here in this
committee—I mean, in our districts—or if not, in the states?
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, we can provide you with that information.
[The information follows:]
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The projects by district of each committee member impacted by the continuing
resolution are:
TX–31—Representative Carter. Fort Hood: Urban Assault Course, $2.5M; Battalion Complex, $40M; Brigade Complex, $38M; Company Operations Facility,
$4.3M.
CA–17—Representative Farr. Fort Hunter-Ligget: Hand Grenade Familiarization
Range, $1.4M; Light Demolition Range, $2.7M; Grenade Launcher Range, $1.4M;
Camp Roberts: Combined Army Collective Training Facility, $19M; Presidio of Monterey: General Instruction Facility, $39M.
WA–6—Representative Dicks. Tacoma, WA: Combined Support Maintenance
Shop, $25M.

MS. HAMMACK. As I said, the state that impacted the most is
Alaska. We currently have $300 million in construction that is on
hold pending award.
Mr. FARR. We don’t have Alaskan member here.
Ms. HAMMACK. No, you don’t.
Mr. FARR. How about somebody in this——
Ms. HAMMACK. Texas is the next biggest, with 198 million.
Mr. FARR. So what does—when you—198 million in new start
construction projects, and how does the CR disrupt those?
Ms. HAMMACK. The CR means we do not have new start authority. We cannot award contracts for construction under a CR. So unless we are specifically authorized new start authority, we will remain on hold, and the increase is almost at the pace of $100 million worth of construction every week that we delay.
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Mr. FARR. And that delay, then, is those jobs go to private contractors to bid on the projects, and those are private jobs.
Ms. HAMMACK. Those are private jobs, yes, sir.
Mr. FARR. So when we really talk about the CR hurting private
sector, this is probably one of the best examples of it.
Ms. HAMMACK. Absolutely. And as I said, it is $1.8 billion in construction right now that private contractors have bid on, that they
are fully designed, they are fully ready to start construction.
Mr. FARR. So they are shovel ready.
Ms. HAMMACK. They are shovel ready, yes, sir.
Mr. FARR. Okay.
Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Farr.
Mr. FARR. If we had this authorization in the defense bill, which
is the underlying package for the CR, we are going to pass a defense bill, then on top of that everything else is CR. If MILCON
was part of the base defense bill, these construction projects, then
you would have a statutory authority to go business as usual.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir.
Mr. FARR. But if it is just CR, even if it goes to the end of the
year, will you not have the authority?
Ms. HAMMACK. We do not. We do not have the ability to award
new contracts.
Mr. FARR. Wow. Mr. Chairman, maybe—we got the ranking
member of the Defense Appropriations Committee here—maybe we
could get an amendment for that big, big defense build on the
MILCON projects.
Mr. CULBERSON. Yes.
Ms. HAMMACK. We would greatly appreciate that.
Mr. CULBERSON. If I could, be sure to clarify that as soon as we
get a full-year CR, there is going to be new start authority in there.
And that is, of course, what we are all working towards, is getting
a full-year bill done, regular bill done for the rest of the year.
And then, finally, Mr. Farr, on Alaska, if you don’t get those
started pretty quickly, it is going to get cold pretty quick. When do
you pretty much have to stop? You can’t turn a shovel, what, after
about October?
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, if we don’t start by 1 May, then we will be
unable to do those projects in Alaska.
Mr. FARR. I know I am getting a lot of pressure. What is the
amount in my district?
Ms. HAMMACK. Currently, in California it is 126 million, and I
believe approximately 90 million of that is in your district.
Mr. FARR. A lot of jobs.
Mr. DICKS. You are on mil time.
Mr. FARR. Yes. Mr. Dicks tried to talk me out of it my freshman
year, so.
Mr. BISHOP. Excuse me. Will the gentleman yield?
Can you provide that for all of us?
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, we can.
Mr. BISHOP. All of us.
Ms. HAMMACK. We have it by state currently, and if you would
like, we can break it down by installation and district.
Mr. CULBERSON. That would be helpful.
Mr. BISHOP. That would be very helpful.
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Mr. CULBERSON. To everybody on the floor.
Mr. DICKS. We have got five states here. You have already mentioned two or three of them. Maybe you could just go through a list
of—start with Georgia and——
Mr. BISHOP. Yes.
Ms. HAMMACK. Well, Virginia is 25 million. Georgia is 30 million.
And then I think I covered Texas, California and Kansas.
Mr. DICKS. You didn’t get Washington.
Ms. HAMMACK. Washington is 65 million, sir. My apologies.
Mr. DICKS. Sixty-five million?
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir.
Mr. DICKS. That is a lot of money.
Mr. FARR. First time I had more than you did for it.
Ms. HAMMACK. And that is as of today, which means next week
there could be more projects that have gone to bid that we have
received bids on, we have made a selection of the contractor, but
we are unable to award. And the number goes up every day.
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BID PROCESS DURING A CONTINUING RESOLUTION

Mr. FARR. So we have made the selection of contractor. This
delay is going to increase costs, isn’t it?
Ms. HAMMACK. What we are doing currently is we are going back
to the contractors whose bids have expired, asking for bid extensions. Some of them have given us bid extensions a couple of times
already. We are finding out from some of them that they do not
want to give us another bid extension. They want to re-bid, because
prices have changed, and costs have increased.
Mr. FARR. So but you only have a fixed amount of money, so
what are your options? You have to then put some on the chopping
block? You have to reduce the scope of the project to fit the money?
What do you do?
Ms. HAMMACK. An opportunity is to reduce scope is one opportunity. The other is we do have a contingency that could cover
some of an increase in cost. Sometimes we have seen that the bids
are coming in slightly lower than the programmed amount. So you
have contingency funds there. Budgets are what were laid in place
based upon a tri-service budgeting model.
Mr. FARR. If you have to re-bid, though, that starts the whole
process all over again, or is the——
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir. It needs to go back out to be recomputed.
Mr. FARR. It is the same time length? How many months does
that take?
Ms. HAMMACK. About 2 months.
Mr. FARR. So it is going to cost us more, and we are going to get
less product.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir.
Mr. DICKS. If you would yield, it is instability of the program,
which is not good.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir.
Mr. FARR. Let me ask you. It is interesting, because I found in
looking at the FYDP for 2012 through 2016, there are $3 million
for classrooms and the Defense Language Institute in Monterey.
Boy, we need those badly. We are in World War II barracks trying
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to teach with the most modern equipment in the world in hot,
humid buildings.
Then there was 69 million for barracks, but then when I looked
at the FYDP for this year, those projects have slipped back. Why
was that? They are back now to fiscal year 2013.
Ms. HAMMACK. I would have to take a look at that and get back
to you. I do not have the details with me right now.
[The information follows:]
The $69 million Enlisted Unaccompanied Personnel Housing barracks project for
the Presidio of Monterey was moved to FY15 after review of the Permanent Party
(PP) and Training Barracks buyout programs. The PP Barracks buyout program
fully funds all PP barracks by FY13 with beneficial occupancy by FY15; whereas,
the Training Barracks buyout program fully funds all training barracks projects by
FY15 with beneficial occupancy by FY17. The Presidio of Monterey barracks project
is part of the Training Barracks buyout program. The project was moved to the
right to accommodate additional PP barracks requiremetns that were previously
unprogrammed.

Mr. FARR. Yes, I would like to really find out why those barracks
complex got pushed back by 2 years.
When you were in my office the other day, we talked about the
conditions at Camp Roberts, and I would ask your predecessors in
this room and, frankly, should have asked you, because you are the
one that is on top of it, and I know you are going there. In fact,
we are both going to be there on Friday.
I hope that you can take a look at prioritizing. This is National
Guard work, doesn’t get at all the priorities and everything else
here in Washington gets. But how do we prioritize this huge training base under the command of the National Guard within all the
other pressures by all the services who—I mean, how do we bring
this up, move it up to the attention?
CAMP ROBERTS
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I would like to get for the record just so we can keep everybody’s
focus on this, Mr. Chairman. It would be of your interest. It was
in the Sacramento Bee, right here in front of me, if I can just find
it in this pile of everything, reading that ‘‘California’s Guard Largest Training Facility, Camp Roberts, Steadily Deteriorates.’’
And they have sewer coming up through the bathroom showers
and things like that. Not a good way to have men and women in
training.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes.
Mr. CULBERSON. Would you like to put that in the record?
Mr. FARR. Yes, sir.
[The information follows:]
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Mr. CULBERSON. Without objection, so ordered.
Mr. FARR. And I know that the secretary is going to take care
of this when she is out there on Friday.
Ms. HAMMACK. I won’t say I will be able to take care of everything, but Camp Roberts is scheduled for a $32 million utility infrastructure upgrade project. This is a training that is used regularly by the National Guard, primarily in May through August,
with a group staying there from 2 to 4 weeks for training.
These are not permanent party barracks, and so we do not build
them for permanent occupation. They are built as a camp. We did
pull some data and take a look at the investment in sustainment,
and there was about, historically, anywhere between $5 million
and $8 million a year that is spent at the camp to work on those
facilities.
In 2010 they received 8.6 million in sustainment account. They
received 2.5 in MILCON and another 2.8 million. So there has been
an investment just in the last 8 years of 43 million in sustainment,
10 million in MILCON, and 23 million in other——
Mr. FARR. And I am sure when you visit, as I have many times,
you will ask where did that money go. I mean, one of the things
they are—in the middle of the space, which is a former Army base
given to the National Guard, next door to one of the Army’s largest
training bases, which is now under the command of the Army Reserve. Between these two bases you have got over 200,000 acres of,
you know, remarkable training space.
In the middle of Camp Roberts is SATCOM, you know, the intell,
everything else communications, a big, huge valley of satellites and
everything. Camp Roberts does provide all the base ops for the
SATCOM, and I don’t think that they ever get any credit for that.
I mean, that is the problem, if you are going to eat a meal for
all the workers at SATCOM or you are going to do anything, because SATCOM is just a circle out in the middle of nowhere. You
drive there, and then you have to—everything else has to be done
on Camp Roberts.
And I hope that you can start getting a kind of relationship between SATCOM and their ability to provide some of the support
services for the base. And then we can talk more about that on Friday.
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Let me just—another question I have is when you were in my
office——
You know, we have this crazy thing, Mr. Chairman. I think I
brought it up. We have excess military property given when the
BRAC closed Fort Ord, the largest training base in the United
States ever to be closed. Twenty-five thousand people got up and
left, just left a whole city.
And we are trying to build a veterans clinic on that land, and
we have got this crazy OMB scoring that says you can’t. And it is
federal land. They have a federal building on it used jointly by
DOD, active-duty DOD and veterans. And because of the way, its
screwed up scoring, they won’t allow us to go to bid on this thing.
And we talked about that. And you said you had a chance to go
over and talk to OMB. What came out of that?
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Ms. HAMMACK. I am going over to OMB at 4:15 today, sir.
Mr. FARR. Well, I hope I can tell you—say that you can say that
the whole committee here was interested in resolving this question,
because what applies to me applies to anybody. It is a circumstantial issue. It applies to everybody here. And it is just unfathomable
that we can’t use DOD land for DOD and veterans purposes. So
you are aware of the issues, and I appreciate that.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you, Mr. Farr.
The article which Sam provided may point out here that the internal Guard reports obtained by the newspaper officials don’t
know what they have or don’t have or what is missing. Meanwhile,
the camp routinely orders dozens of unneeded items.
It is astonishing. You said there is about $48 million been invested in this camp, and it does sound appalling. Whether a man
or woman in uniform is there for a week, a month or a couple of
years, they ought to be provided with adequate, certainly, you
know, the best possible living conditions. This sounds appalling. It
is really worth your attention.
And before I go to Mr. Moran, I want to say that he has my full
support in his problem that he has got in Northern Virginia.
If I may, if you would permit me, Mr. Moran, to intrude on your
time a little bit—Madam Secretary, you have got the discretion, the
authority to help solve this problem. I would like to ask if you
would, please, on your own, just issue an order that there will be
no more than 1,000 parking spaces provided for that facility that
Mr. Moran is having a problem with, please, so we don’t have to
do it. Otherwise, we will do it. Please.

jbell on DSK4TPTVN1PROD with HEARING

MARK CENTER BRAC 133

Ms. HAMMACK. The Army is constructing a DOD facility that
meets the parking spaces for those who will be stationed there.
And so currently we are building less and have built less than the
allowed amount by code. But we are intending to utilize approximately 3,500 parking spots.
Mr. CULBERSON. Well, we don’t want to—we would rather you all
do it on your own initiative, but he has my full support and I know
the support of this committee in helping to solve a bad problem created by BRAC. So I would like to ask you, please, would you issue
an order limiting the number of parking spaces and then use buses
to take people in and out of there, so we don’t have to do it?
Ms. HAMMACK. I can say that I would discuss it with my OSD
counterpart.
Mr. CULBERSON. I will recognize Mr. Moran and acknowledge
that he has indeed the full support of the Chairman and this committee in helping you solve your problem, as would any member in
their district with a local issue like this.
Mr. MORAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
You think that is funny, Ms. Hammack? Big smile when the
chairman asked you that.
The National Academy of Sciences just issued a report that concluded that the relocation of 6,400 Department of Defense personnel under BRAC to that Mark Center in Alexandria would likely subject the 200,000 commuters that have to drive by that inter-
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section to substantial new delays of an hour or more, compromise
the Washington headquarters military mission, and decrease the
economic competitiveness of local businesses, not to mention the
quality of life of everyone who lives in the area.
That is not funny. What is your response?
Ms. HAMMACK. Currently, the Department of Defense has come
up with some proposals for improvements and is looking to fund it
with some of the prior year savings from the BRAC 2005 account.
This does require a reprogramming action, and it is something that
I think you will see a request coming through soon to mitigate
some of the challenges that might occur in that area.
Mr. MORAN. When are the people moving in?
Ms. HAMMACK. Right now the building will be ready for occupancy August 9th, and that is when the first people will start moving in.
Mr. MORAN. Of this year.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir.
Mr. MORAN. And when will all 6,400 have been moved in?
Ms. HAMMACK. I do not have the schedule in front of me, but
that is something we can get back to you on.
[The information follows:]
The OSD agencies occupying the facility are submitting that the data to the
Washington Headquarters Services (WHS). WHS is managing the move into the
Mark Center for the Department of Defense and has not finalized the schedule.

Mr. MORAN. No. You don’t have any idea when they are going
to be there?
Ms. HAMMACK. The OSD, the Office of the Secretary of Defense,
is putting together that schedule, and I do not have it here with
me.
Mr. MORAN. Will you have more than half of them moved in by
the end of the year?
Ms. HAMMACK. The intent right now is to meet the BRAC deadline of September 15th, 2011. And there is work to meet that deadline. I do not know whether that means if all 6,000 will be moved
in by September 15th or not.
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Mr. MORAN. Bearing in mind that this is a decision that was
made in 2005, 6 years ago, if you ask for this reprogramming,
when will the money be made available? When will the road improvements be accomplished? And when as a result will the traffic
congestion be mitigated?
Ms. HAMMACK. The schedule is entirely up to when we receive
the funds and when the reprogramming effort goes forward. We are
working with the Office of the Secretary of Defense on that. We
hope that will come forward for authorization within the next 30
days.
Mr. MORAN. Let me get this right. So you have got 6,400 people
moving into a building in September as a result of a decision that
was made 6 years ago, and you haven’t yet asked for reprogramming for the funds to start to address the delay that the National
Academy of Sciences concluded is going to happen within a few
months. That is what you are telling me.
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Ms. HAMMACK. Previous transportation studies showed that the
mitigation efforts that were part of the BRAC program, the 12 million I talked about earlier, would be sufficient to address any transportation challenges. It is in more recent studies that it has highlighted an additional need, and we are working to fund that.
Mr. MORAN. Do you agree with the Corps of Engineers’ assessment that the intersections surrounding that Mark Center will experience failing levels of service as soon as you occupy that building?
Ms. HAMMACK. I am aware that several have been rated that,
yes.
Mr. MORAN. That is not what I asked. Do you agree with that?
You are saying you are aware of the study. Do you agree that that
is the case that you are going to have failing levels of service?
Ms. HAMMACK. I do not know that we will have failing levels of
service.
Mr. MORAN. Well, then what——
Ms. HAMMACK. I am aware of the study that if everyone came in
at exactly the same time, those intersections could have failing levels of service.
Mr. MORAN. What are you doing about it? I mean, you know, you
have been asked earlier about the defense access roads. Now, these
are decisions that were made in 2005, 6 years ago. And you have
used terms like, ‘‘well, we need better communication,’’ ‘‘we are
evaluating whether changes need to be made,’’ ‘‘we need more discussion,’’ ‘‘we will get back to you with more detail.’’ I am writing
down your response.
It is 6 years later. It is the 11th hour. Within months you have
got more than 6,000 moving into a building. You transferred more
than 20,000 people out of office space that was next to a metro station, and now you are telling us, ‘‘Well, we are getting around to
asking for a reprogramming’’ to get money to start making the
changes, which can’t possibly happen until these people are moved
in, can they?
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Ms. HAMMACK. We have a transportation management plan that
will address the mass commuting expectations for that facility.
Some of it will be transportation——
Mr. MORAN. Let me get this right. You have got a transportation
management plan that will address——
Ms. HAMMACK. The expectation that a significant amount of people——
Mr. MORAN. That will address the expectations.
Ms. HAMMACK. Currently, a high percentage, approximately 40
percent of those people who work at the Pentagon, use mass transportation. It is much higher than national averages.
Mr. MORAN. And, Mr. Chairman, let me point out that is because
they are in office space next to a Metro station. That is why they
use public transit. They are all being taken away from those offices, away from those Metro stations, being put in a building that
doesn’t have access to Metro.
Have you factored that in?

VerDate Mar 15 2010

05:55 Nov 11, 2011

Jkt 070703

PO 00000

Frm 00041

Fmt 6633

Sfmt 6602

E:\HR\OC\A703P2.XXX

A703P2

jbell on DSK4TPTVN1PROD with HEARING

42
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, we have. And it has a transportation center
for buses. We will have shuttle services from Metro stations. We
will have shuttle services from the Pentagon. We anticipate quite
a few people will come into the Pentagon Metro station and take
a shuttle bus, which goes against traffic, to get to the Mark Center.
Mr. MORAN. You could have quite a few people, but you are talking about thousands. You are still planning on occupying 3,800
parking spaces in an area that at maximum can’t absorb 1,000
more vehicles, if they are spread out over a 3-hour period.
But you are here telling us this is what you are doing.
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, sir.
Mr. MORAN. As far as I am concerned, you are whistling on the
sidelines, watching a crash about to happen. And then you are
going to tell us, ‘‘Well, we are evaluating it. We need more discussion.’’ That is not the way the military should be operating.
Ms. HAMMACK. We are currently responding to a VDOT study
that was completed in December 2010, which identified an increased need, which did meet the DAR criteria, which generated
the request for increased funding that is currently being programmed to address some of the transportation issues.
The previous studies did not show the same level of congestion
as anticipated in the most recent study.
Mr. MORAN. And that is because you did a study in concert with
the developer that you kept proprietary and didn’t share with the
state Department of Transportation or with the city. When it was
shared, and they saw the assumptions that you were working on,
they realized they were faulty. It was a deficient study.
For example, they assumed that even though 90 percent of the
Washington headquarters service go to work on any given day, only
75 percent are going to show up. That was an assumption in the
study.
You were shown that the sequence of lights is not the way it is
now. They say 30 seconds here. You assumed a study with a different sequence of lights. You assumed turning lanes that in reality
can’t function in the way that you have suggested turning against
solid green light of traffic going east.
The state determined and the city determined the assumptions
that were used were false, because you had a conclusion that the—
it wasn’t you yourself—but that the Army wanted. And so they
came up with what was a phony transportation plan.
And finally, when we got hold of it, we could see the deficiencies
in it. And now you are relying upon that as the basis for your decision-making. And I know that you are upset now that I am upset,
because this is not the way we generally treat people. But we have
got a disaster about to happen.
And as far as I am concerned, you couldn’t care less. You are not
doing anything about it. We haven’t even gotten the reprogramming letter. And in a few months we are going to have chaos there.
And when the Chairman of the Appropriations Committee and
the Chairman of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, who
have to travel from the south of the Beltway to get into Washington, are stuck in an hour of delay, they are going to look around,
and how could this possibly have happened?
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And this is how it happens. Nothing was done until the 11th
hour, and then you start thinking about it and suggest we need
discussions. Maybe we need new legislation to figure out a way for
Defense Access Roads money. But the reality is even if we get that
money and you start construction, the construction is going to exacerbate the problem.
In my office you talked about that people—well, some people get
up at 3 o’clock in the morning to get to work. What kind of impact
does that have on their families when they have to go to bed at 8
o’clock? They can’t spend any time with their kids, because they
have got to get up at 3 o’clock to get into the Pentagon by 5 or 6
o’clock?
It is wrong.
All right. Do the short and midterm improvements that you are
suggesting at some point are going to be made—does it satisfy the
Defense Access Road criteria?
Ms. HAMMACK. Yes, they do.
Mr. MORAN. They do. So when will the short and midterm transportation improvements be completed?
Ms. HAMMACK. It depends upon when we get the authorization
to proceed on the reprogramming issue.
Mr. MORAN. And when might you get that? What is that dependent upon? What is the first thing it is dependent upon?
Ms. HAMMACK. It is with OSD right now, and it is working its
way through their system. I do not know what the timeline.
Mr. MORAN. So it is dependent upon the Department of Defense
asking for it in the first place, which they haven’t even asked for,
have they?
Ms. HAMMACK. I believe that they are working their way through
the system and the process that we are——
Mr. MORAN. Working their way through the system. This is 6
years—6 years in the making. It is about to happen. And now they
are working their way through the system.
Ms. HAMMACK. Absolutely. Following the rules given to us by
Congress to request a reprogramming issue.
Mr. MORAN. But it has been 6 years. Chaos is about to break
loose. And DOD is still basically sitting on this reprogramming request.
Ms. HAMMACK. Considering the VDOT study was December
2010, the analysis came through, we put in the request. I will
agree it is now April. I think that is something that will work its
way through in the short term. I can’t commit on dates, because
it is not up to me. It is up to the Office of the Secretary of Defense.
Mr. MORAN. So you are implying it is VDOT’s fault——
Ms. HAMMACK. Not at all.
Mr. MORAN [continuing]. That you just got the VDOT analysis.
But the VDOT analysis is based upon the reality of what you are
planning on doing. I don’t know why it had to be up to VDOT to
finally point out the fallacy of the plan you are working with.
Ms. HAMMACK. Our initial studies were based upon 2007 and
2008 data. And as time has progressed, as we have seen throughout the whole D.C. metro area, traffic has increased. The population has increased. The situation has changed, and we are responding in accordance to a changed situation.
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Mr. MORAN. Well, I mean, that is what your staff may have told
you, and I suppose they are content with that, because it is not
going to affect them directly. But the reality is that it is not because of increased economic activity or developments that we have
this problem. VDOT concluded that the transportation study you
did several years ago was deficient. The analysis they did then was
wrong.
What is the general suggesting?
General BOOZER. Congressman, what I was going to add to this
is—and I know there are issues here that we are trying to work
through.
Mr. MORAN. Oh, there are issues, General.
General BOOZER. Yes, Congressman. When the Mark Center was
permitted, it was planned for an even greater density than the
studies indicate. We are going to have a much lesser density than
even what was permitted when we did the Mark Center.
These seven short-to-midterm fixes that we are trying to do, that
the Secretary has mentioned with the reprogramming action, are
going to get after the northbound I–395 on and off ramps, the Seminary Road issues that I know you are all familiar with, the Beauregard Street entries and exits. It is going to create a pedestrian
bridge. Those are fairly easy fixes, once we get the funds and can
move out as far as constructing.
Mr. MORAN. But, General, you haven’t even asked us for the
funds.
You know, Mr. Chairman, you may have detected a certain note
of frustration. But I think that any of you would be experiencing
a similar frustration. Two hundred thousand people is a lot of people that depend upon 395. Every one of them is going to be delayed
for an interminable period of time.
Every street in that vicinity is going to go into lockdown because
once people see the delay that will extend from the mixing bowl in
Springfield down to Seminary Road, they are going to get off on
other streets—Seminary, Beauregard, Duke Street, Van Dorn, you
name it. So the place is going to become a parking lot, and it will
extend for 2, maybe 3 hours.
Some of the assumptions that were made were clearly faulty. I
mean, it was a rigged study—the changing the light sequence, assuming a much smaller number of people are actually going to
show up to work on a given day, whatever. I can tell you about
some of the other assumptions that were faulty.
One of them was the shuttles that will come from Metro stations.
I went to one of the Metro stations. They assumed approximately
a 20–minute shuttle. We just went on a regular morning, and it
took more than 50 minutes. We sat there on the bus. We did exactly what every bus is going to do. And it was over 50 minutes.
Which means that your employees, that you have some responsibility for, are going to have to get up in the morning, drive to a
parking lot, somehow get to that Metro station, then get on the
bus, because Metro doesn’t go to the site we are talking about. Sit
on the bus. Same thing going home.
It just seems to me that the Defense Department should be a little more concerned about the number of people who are going to
spend hours in their daily commute. And yet what we get, and
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what I have been getting for years now, really, is this, ‘‘well, we
will study it,’’ ‘‘you know, VDOT didn’t do the job,’’ ‘‘well, we could
have done more,’’ ‘‘well, it is the city’s fault,’’ or it is somebody
else’s fault.
And now we are right here, 2011. They are all going to move.
Nothing has changed. All 3,800 parking spaces are going to be
filled. All 6,400 people are going to move there. It is being called
Fort Belvoir, which it is not.
The one place you could have taken an exit ramp and emptied
it out, you put a remote inspection facility for an office building.
And these folks work in office buildings. They didn’t have any remote inspection facility. You already got one at Fort Belvoir.
But all of these things have just been allowed to happen. That
is very disappointing. And I know after this hearing you are all
going to commiserate. ‘‘Oh, was he mean to me and rough and unjustified. It is not my fault. It is not your fault. It is not your fault.
It is nobody’s fault.’’
But it is going to be all our fault when this happens. We should
be able to do something better than say, ‘‘I told you so.’’ I am really
disgusted at what has been allowed to happen. And now there is
an inevitability to it. We can’t even get language in the continuing
resolution.
Mr. Chairman, I am at my wit’s end on this. I guess it is fairly
obvious. I am extremely disappointed with the people and decisionmaking capacities, because nobody stepped up. It is somebody else’s
fault.
Mr. BISHOP. Will the gentleman yield?
Mr. MORAN. Yes.
Mr. BISHOP. I distinctly remember when we were going through
this process, both on the Defense Subcommittee and the MILCON
Subcommittee back in 2004, 2005, when we were anticipating the
cost of the war, the FYDP and of the modernization of the forces.
We were anticipating all of that, and we were questioning the
Secretary of Defense specifically about what those additional costs
would be and asking for justification of force studies that would illustrate what those costs would be. And we were assured that the
costs would be minimal and that we did not need to make plans
for any additional resources for the kinds of things that you are describing.
And, of course, the studies that were done at that time apparently came back with the assumptions that were made by the leadership at that time. And, of course, we predicted then that it was
insufficient, and we were trying to get more accurate accounting,
which we never were really able to do.
Now we find ourselves at the appointed hour, faced with the situation that we expected, that we were afraid would occur. And so
I share your frustration, Mr. Moran, and I would hope that this administration at this point in time would look forward to how we
can fix the problem.
Get us the information that we need. Whatever it is that you
need, if you have got to do a report, send us a letter, but let us
get it done.
I yield, Mr. Chair.
Mr. MORAN. Well, thank you, Mr. Bishop.
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The fact is that the savings estimates were hyperinflated. The
costs were deflated. If you look at the numbers now, the savings
from BRAC are almost immaterial, and the trend is that it may actually cost us more money in the final analysis.
But, you know, we were told also, you will recall, the Iraq war,
Mr. Wolfowitz was up here saying it is not going to cost us a dime.
We are going to make it all up in oil and, yes, yes, and a trillion
dollars later, yes.
Well, the last thing I said was it is somebody else’s fault. That
is what is going to be said by everybody. The reality is it is my
fault, it is your fault, it is all our fault for not doing something
about that.
I don’t have anything further to say, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. CULBERSON. In this job, whenever you encounter a problem,
I think it is incumbent on all of us to do the right thing for the
right reasons. And the right thing in this case is to—you have the
authority, you have got the discretion with the stroke of a pen to
adopt the very reasonable solution that Mr. Moran has come up
with.
You know, BRAC is what it is, and I want to sit down with all
of you all. We are going to talk about a BRAC hearing, and let us
design that very carefully and get the right folks down here as witnesses, because obviously there are some serious flaws with the
BRAC process.
Any BRAC decision that would allow a catastrophe like this to
go forward is obviously flawed, and we are going to have a whole
hearing on this.
But, Madam Secretary, seriously, you are working on so many
important things. Your responsibilities are so vital to the safety,
the security, the happiness, the health of our men and women in
uniform, and the scope of your responsibilities are immense. And
this committee is committed to help ensure the health, safety and
security of our men and women in uniform.
Do the right thing here. You are creating a huge problem. You
have got a big problem with me, if you don’t solve this for Mr.
Moran. You have got a problem with the whole committee, because
it is the right thing to do.
Transportation is another thing that is near and dear to my
heart. I worked hard on it in the state legislature. My first promise
to my district when I got elected was to rebuild the Katy Freeway,
I–10, which you all are not familiar with, but it was an eight-lane
freeway, an old interstate freeway in Houston that is the main
street for West Houston that had not been rebuilt since 1969.
And when I got elected, it was eight lanes wide. We had traffic
jams for hours. And I hated that freeway. Everybody hated it. And
I promised to find a way to get it built in record time.
And the only way we can give people back their time is by improving transportation. And it is really one of our most precious assets. My daughter is now 14. Sam has taken great pictures of her
that I will always treasure, and I, you know, bring her down here
every chance I get. She is, as all our kids are our most important
thing we do in life.
The only way we can give people more time with their kids is by
improving transportation. And the right thing to do here is to help
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Mr. Moran and adopt the very sensible solution he has proposed
is to limit—with the stroke of a pen today, you can limit the number of parking spaces at that facility to a thousand. It is the right
thing to do.
And in a tough situation that is going to require—all this other
stuff you are talking about is going to take years to figure all that
out. Building ramps, transportation improvements—that is going to
take years. But you could with the stroke of a pen—you have got
the authority to do so—would you please do so? Please avoid other
problems in other areas.
I am brand-new to this job. You are brand-new to the job. You
haven’t even been here a year yet, and you walked into this hornet’s nest. But you could solve it. Just do the right thing. Just listen to your heart. Would you please do the right thing for the right
reasons and adopt Mr. Moran’s solution to limit the parking spaces
to a thousand?
I assure you I am going to find a way to do it. And you are going
to cause all kinds of other problems in other areas that you don’t
need. Please?
Ms. HAMMACK. I think one of the things—one of the things that
this committee needs to address and we all need to address is
where does the military’s responsibility end. And the guidance that
we have been given is the DAR criteria, the defense access roads.
That limits our responsibility to a certain boundary beyond the
fence line.
Mr. CULBERSON. Yes, ma’am. I understand that. But here Mr.
Moran has found a solution that you can do within your own authority to limit the number of parking spaces within the footprint
of the facility. And that can be done right now.
You have got so much that you are responsible for. There is no
need—and clearly, he has laid it out, and I understand his passion.
There is nothing that will aggravate people more than being stuck
in traffic. That is time lost with our sons and our daughters that
you never get back. Every minute I miss with that child, I will—
you never get it back.
And the right thing to do here is to adopt the solution. Don’t
make us impose it, because I will. We are going to find a way to
do this to help him.
And they are coming in September, Jim. I didn’t realize that.
You got everybody showing up in September.
Mr. MORAN. Yes. Yes.
Mr. CULBERSON. Sam, did you have any other questions? I am
happy to defer to you, my friend, if you want to do some follow up
before you leave.
Mr. FARR. I have one question. It might be a happy question.
Mr. CULBERSON. Yes, let us have a happy question.
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Mr. FARR. If you could define for the committee what the net
zero base—what does that mean?
Ms. HAMMACK. Net zero means that we don’t consume more energy on the base in a year than we are able to produce, so that we
reduce our impact on the transmission and distribution infrastruc-
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ture in the United States and we also improve our ability to respond to a national disaster, which could be grid failures.
Mr. FARR. And you are going to do that at Fort Hunter Liggett,
and I would love to see the committee come out and see this. It is
really a remarkable place. And if you do that at Fort Hunter
Liggett, then we could do that at Camp Roberts right next door,
and we could do it at other bases all over the country, couldn’t?
Ms. HAMMACK. We are starting up the program, announcing
those candidates April 19th, and we look forward to working with
them and publicizing their efforts as they work toward net zero.
Mr. MORAN. And that net zero transportation would be really
cool.
Mr. CULBERSON. A little net zero transportation, Mr. Moran, that
would be good.
Please solve this.
Ms. HAMMACK. I want you to be aware that the Army is constructing the building. We are not occupying the building. It is the
OSD that is occupying the building, the Office of the Secretary of
Defense.
Mr. CULBERSON. You have the authority within your—it is within your discretion and within your authority to sign an order and
adopt the solution Mr. Moran has proposed.
Ms. HAMMACK. I do not know that it is, but it is something I
would discuss with others in the Department of Defense.
Mr. CULBERSON. And you need to do it soon, quickly.
Mr. BISHOP. She says she doesn’t know if she has the authority.
She doesn’t know if the department has the authority.
Is that what you are saying?
Ms. HAMMACK. We are constructing the building. We are not the
tenants of the building. The Army is not tenanting at all in that
building.
Mr. CULBERSON. So who would have the authority to issue an
order limiting the number of parking spaces, as Mr. Moran suggests?
Ms. HAMMACK. We will discuss it, but I believe that the Office
of the Secretary of Defense.
Mr. CULBERSON. Would you make that request and make it urgent, because we really need this?
Mr. BISHOP. That is your boss?
Ms. HAMMACK. Well, Secretary Gates and company, yes, sir.
Mr. CULBERSON. Okay. Thank you.
Let me also—let me ask about——
We are going to stay after this, Jim. They are going to need to
get this solved, because this is happening right away, and it is critical.

jbell on DSK4TPTVN1PROD with HEARING

TEMPORARY END STRENGTH INCREASE

Let me ask about the temporary end strength increase that Secretary Gates announced in July of 2009—I want to say last year;
it is already 2011—of a temporary 22,000 soldier increase in activeduty Army on top of the 65,000 soldier permanent increase.
Of these soldiers, 7,000 were integrated in 2010. If you could,
talk to us a little bit about the status of the integration of the remaining soldiers. And since this is a temporary increase, when is
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the Army planning to return to the congressionally approved active
component end strength of 547,400?
General BOOZER. Yes, sir. You know, when Congressman Bishop
was asking about the 27K, we did not speak to the 22,000 that was
the temporary increase to our end strength. The Army will come
down off of that 22,000 by 2013. So we will be back at 547,000 in
2013, sir.
Mr. CULBERSON. What are the current National Guard and Army
Reserve end strength numbers?
General BOOZER. Sir, I don’t have those available to me, but I
can get those to you.
[The information follows:]
As of 6 April 2011, the National Guard end strength is 362,181 Soldiers and the
Army Reserve end strength is 205,522 Soldiers.

Mr. CULBERSON. Sure, that is fine.
The increase was designed to meet a temporary challenge, which
will peak in the coming year and abate over the course of the next
3 years. Are you confident this challenge will abate by the end? Is
it possible that this temporary increase will become permanent?
General BOOZER. I am fairly confident, sir, that the 22K temporary is only temporary.

jbell on DSK4TPTVN1PROD with HEARING

BOOTS ON THE GROUND AND DWELL TIME

Mr. CULBERSON. Very good, sir.
And finally, and I will yield to Mr. Bishop, your statement suggests the optimal state of the Army would be sustainable boots on
the ground dwell ratio of 1:3 for the active and 1:5 reserve component. This would provide the strategic flexibility that you indicate
is unavailable, given the current end strength and demands on the
force.
Assuming your end strength remains the same, the Iraq draw
down proceeds as planned, and troop demands for Afghanistan do
not increase, when would you be able to reach the optimal state for
the Army? And how would this equation change, if the 22,000 soldier temporary increase—sounds like that is going to be temporary—when would you be able to reach the optimal state for the
Army?
General BOOZER. Well, sir, we believe we are going to be able to
get to that 1:2 BOG:Dwell by 2012, by 2012. Now, that is a macro
statement, because inside our Army we have got units like aviation
units that are going to take a little while longer to get to that 1:2
dwell. Our aviation units right now are still on a 1:1, like our Combat Aviation Brigades.
I have a son serving in one of those brigades, and he has done
12 months in Afghanistan. He will be home at Fort Hunter in Savannah, Georgia, for 12 months, and we would suspect to see him
back because of a low density, high requirement type of unit.
So some of those units will take a little bit longer to get to the
1:2 and then expand that to a 1:3.
Mr. CULBERSON. Very good, sir. Thank you. We will submit other
questions for the record.
And let me ask Mr. Bishop if he has any other questions.
Mr. BISHOP. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
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General Boozer, in fiscal year 2011 there is $18 million included
for a Warrior Transition Unit at Fort Eustis. Will that project still
be able to be executed when the fiscal year 2011 funding is resolved, when that issue is resolved?
I have been out to the Warrior Transition Unit at Walter Reed.
I think it is an excellent unit, and we have got, of course, units all
over. But I really would like to know what the status is. Do we
have enough of the WTUs to meet the Army’s needs?
And when you started standing these units up, I have to assume
that you started at bases that had high operations tempo. But tell
me how did you decide—what factors went into deciding where you
would put the facilities? And how many of our members—well, explain to the subcommittee exactly what the value of these facilities
are, the Warrior Transition Units.
General BOOZER. Yes, sir. Of course, the Fort Eustis—sorry—the
Fort Eustis WTU, I don’t see it on our list right now as one being
in jeopardy. But Fort Eustis WTU, as I recall, is our last WTU.
Mr. BISHOP. Yes, it was deleted from the fiscal year 2010.
General BOOZER. It is in 2011. Yes, sir. I am sorry.
Mr. BISHOP. Yes.
General BOOZER. It is in 2011. And so I don’t know where we are
with the award process for that particular project. But it is right
now the Army’s final WTU facility with the exception of one, potentially, overseas——
Mr. BISHOP. Okay. That is——
General BOOZER [continuing]. When we build the new Landstuhl
replacement hospital.
Mr. BISHOP. Okay. What is the status of that one?
General BOOZER. That one is yet to be programmed.
Mr. BISHOP. Wouldn’t you think that that one would be a priority, since that is the primary stopover from individuals coming
back from theater in Iraq and Afghanistan?
General BOOZER. Yes, sir. It absolutely will be. But we will——
Mr. BISHOP. That should have been one of the earlier ones,
wouldn’t you think?
General BOOZER. Well, I guess in hindsight it should have maybe
have been one of the early ones, but now we are going to build a
new hospital. We have got to get the siting right for where the new
hospital is. We want to make sure it is in close proximity to that
new hospital, and so that is why we delayed the programming of
that last WTU.
Mr. BISHOP. Okay. That makes sense.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That is all I have.
Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Bishop, thank you.
I want to thank you all so very much for your testimony. I truly
am looking forward to working with you. We are both brand-new
to this job, and I am looking forward to do anything we can to support you, but please, please solve Mr. Moran’s problem.
Thank you very much. Thank you.
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