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.P.A. Employees Spoke Out. Then Came Scrutiny ofTht:H !:mail.· The Nn\ York rimes 

vVASHINGTON One Environmental Protection Agency employee spoke 

up at a private lunch held th.c she 

might be headed toward 

Another staff member, from Seattle, sent 

A 

from Philadelphia, went to a rally wlwrc he protested against agency 

budget cuts, 

Three different agency employees, 

a matter of days, .tl'c'l\'·''"·''~"':c\'J 
by them that mentioned either l\l!r, 

communication with Democrats in Congress that might han: been critical of 

the agency. 

The requests came from a Virgini<l,bascd 

a Republican campaign research group that spccrauzcs 

party candidates and conservative 

political rivals, and which, in this 

could undermine employees who 

Now company affiliated with America Risin);, named 

uu.""'·''".kcu,tLL\cU by the E.PA lo provide• 

move the agency said was intended to better 

video stories about E,P,A, operations nationwide 

that 

But the sequence of events has created a wave of fc•m· among employees, 

particularly those already subject to scrntinv, who 

assurances hardly put them at 

"This is a witch hunt against E.P.A. •mmlm'""' 

human health and the environment," said 

trying to protect 

E.P,A. employee 
in Philadelphia, who works on preveutiug spills from underground storage 

tanks. His lie participated a 

"What the,Y are doing is 

trying to intimidate and bnlly us into silence," he said, 

The contract with Definers comes oflwightencd tension 

news media and the Trump administration. Within the E.P.A., the move 

hltps:/hsv.w.nytimes.comi20l7/l2/17/us/politics/epa~pruitt~mcdi<HNmih>ring<htm![ l/24I20 i 8 12:.5! :22 PM! 
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Spoke Out. Then Came Scrutiny of - rhc ;'\l.;w Y mk Time:-: 

moments by America 

E.P.A. official vehemently defcmh•d the 
it filled a need the office 

"Definers was awarded the eon tracl 

S87,000 cheaper 

select Definers. 

really great and invaluable service lhat 

said. 

the 

hHps://v,'w\v.nytimcs.comi2017/!2!17/us/politlcs/epa~pruitHno;:db-monitmlng.hlmlll/2-i>'20! 8 12:51 :22 PM1 
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Employees Spoke Ont. Then Came Scrutiny of rhc1r Fm<1il ~The l\n" York rime~ 

Some Republicans who previously worked for 

Definers Public Affairs sent a ''"'ni 'nnw 

and fearful of retaliation. 

·worse." 

was 

intelligence-gathering on But 

members actually merited more scrutiny. 

"A lot of funky stuff has been going 

Blutstein said in an interview on 

tracked employees who had made public 

He said he wanted to know 

inappropriately, or had violated 

"[twas more of a fishing expedition 

who were union leaders had 

since Mr. Pruitt's 

before the E.P.A. hired 

action committees and nonprofit 

Rising frequently drafted 

items, including video clips, 

digital news aggregator that Mr. 

addition to sharing at least 

Public Affairs shares an office 

of America Rising and NTK 

E. P.A. staff members said 

hitps://\VW\v.nytimes.-com/20 17/12/! 7/us/politic.s/eprt~pruitHncdkHm>nitoring htm 1[1 r]..J/20 l 8 PMJ 



746 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
53

0

hnp!oyee!> Spoke Out. Then Cam.: Scrutiny of"Ihclr !·mml.- the New Ymh. ~~ 1me~ 

or members of a federal empioyees · tn publicly discu:-;s 

concerns about ch:anges taking plaee al the Hgenc~, under 

tracking of statemt:nts 

platf(mns, induding potentially 
make :about E.P.A. management 

Cox, who worked the 
learnf•d this \'\'eekcnd frorn 

among the 

10 day.s later, 

could 

bt!pR:ihvww.nytimcs.com/2017/l ?/l7/us/polit!csicp~l~pruitt·m'2di<Hl!()llitoring.ht;nlll ;2.1, 20 l X 

years, 
thallw bad 
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could potentially be used against 

Nkole Cantello, an E.PA 

emails also were requesleJ, said the 

caused greal concern. 

"Now that they are ;,.vnrking 

that cmalls 

to hire Ddlners 

in a whole hunch 

\vayti?" she said. ''And will they turn over lhcir nppo.shion 

on us to agency l just don't knmv. It L" 

Several of the Freedom oflnformation reqnP.s1s snhmittcd 
and 

hltps://wwv-.J\ylimes.com/2017/l2!17/u~ 1polit!cs,epa-pruiH-media-moniloring hlm\ll/24.10!B !2·51 '22 P\·1] 
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E.P.A. Employees Spoke Out. Then Came Scrutiny of Their Fmail. !"he Nc\\ York Times 

Island, and Elizabeth Warren, Democrat of Massachusetts -- who have been 

critical of Mr. Pruitt. 

"We have seen a lot of net;! rio us from " J\lr. Whitehouse 

said. ·'But hiring a fossil fuel front )\roup that specializes political hits and 

is doing F.O.I.A. investigations of your agency's 

low." 

E.P.A. employees arc not the onlv 

group's Freedom of Information 

have 

nnployces a nev.r 

subjects of the 

administration deared the report for publication earlier this yeac 

"They're asldng for emails related 

public and has been reviewed twice bv and 

by E.P.A.?" Ms. Hayhoe asked. "What do they think 

The nonprofit ann of America 

oversees some ofthe group's most 

:150.org, and Tom Steyer, the billionaire investor ami DemocratiC' donor. 

"This is classic propaganda from an authoritarian said. 

distressing that it would happen the United Stales of America." 

muut r,< . .n,t:.to. executive director of 

viee president at Det1ners, would not 

em ailed statement, he said that the 

Rising Squarc>d am! 

who paid l!w ""'""'""'"'"'' 
had 

~:lLKi.\;ltell because they "ag)lressiwly target const'rvative thought leaders" 

l{n· scrutiny. 

''An1erica Rising Squared is conlrnit!Pd to Pnsuri1tg dtllJate, and 

providing a conservative perspodiw onlhe issm:s and acturs involved," .Mr. 

Rogers said. 

Mr. Reilly, the former E. I' .A ctutmJm,u 

incidents - and now the agency's nr''"''"''""·'n 

https://wl.\w.nytirnes.com/20171{2/t 7h1sipolltil.":siepa~pruitt-mediaMmonitorlng.htm!f l/2.t/201 R 12:51:22 PMJ 
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E.P,A. Employees Spoke Out. Then Came Scrutiny of Their EmaiL~ The Ne\\' York Times 

"These are committed people," he said of the agency employees. "It's not just 
a job for them. To put their morale and their good standing iu danger is 

going to risk losing something very valuable to lhc government and to the 

country." 

Kenneth P. Vogel contributed reporting. 

RELATED COVERAGE 

E.P.A. Contractor Has Spent Past Year 
Scouring the Agency for Anti-Trump Officials 

Cuomo Is Not Running for President, but a 
PAC Is Already Campaigning Against Him 

NEWS 

World 

u.s. 

Politics 

N.Y. 

Business 

Tech 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17 I 12/17 /us/politics/epa~pruiu~media~monitoring.htmlll/24/2018 12:51 :22 PM I 
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1/24/2018 

Government 
Executive 

EPA Employees Us1ng Encryption Apps May V1olate Records Laws -Management- GovExec.com 

EPA Employees Using Encryption Apps May 
Violate Records Laws 

Follovving news stories of disgruntled federal emplm·~~('S uslng {'lll'l\J)t[on t1•ehnologyto criticize the Trump 

administration, a conservative legal group has filed a Fn~cdom of Information request with the Environmental Protection 

Agency in a bid to enforce federal records laH'S. 

"It appears that some employees at the EPA may be using encrypted apps on their phones to avoid transparency laws in 

an effort to conct>al their communications from internal and external oversight," wrote Henry Kerner, assistant vice 

president at the Cause of Action Institute. The group filed the l-'()[1\ requ{'st on Fe h. 2 with acting EPA administrator 

Catherine McCabe and Chief Information Offie<>r Ann Dunkin. 

Specifically, Cause of Action is requesting: 

L All records created or received by any EPA employee on SignaL 

2, All records reflecting any permission, clearance, or approval granted lo EPA employees by the agency, Archivist 

and/or the National Archives and Records Administration for the use of Signal, or other instant messaging 

applications, for the condnct of official EPA business. 

:3. All records concerning EPA efforts to retrieve, recover, or retain records crratcd or received by EPA employees on 

SignaL 

Kerner, quoting a Politico ~tory, said EPA employees are .allcgNlly using encryption software applications such as Signal 

and WhatsApp to prevent political appointees from undermining EPA's mission or deleting valuable scientific data. 

As the Senate nears a vote on Trump's controversial nominee to lead the agency, Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt, 

many EPA employees have spoken to the press or through private channels to express fears about Trump's agenda, which 

likely will in dude cutting EPA's budget and curbing its regulatory authority on such issues as rlimatc change. 

The legal group wants EPA to disgorge smm• of these employees' messages. 

"Under the Federal Records Act, the EPA has a legal obligation to preserve all records made by employees working on 

official government business," Cause of Action wrott~ in its ''F<'deral Records Act notification" and FOIA request for 

documents. "This obligation is all the more important if EPA emplo~'ees are using personal cellular devices or private 

accounts for such purposes. These messages must also be made available under the Freedom of Information Act. Agency 

leadership, Congress, and the public han.~ a righllo knmv if federal employees are using encrypted electronic messages to 

evade transparency," 

One EPA staffer with a "general distrust of this new administration" .spoke to Government Executive on condition of 

anonymity. The employee uses Signal to communicate personal information on personal time. "I take the agency's records 

very seriously," the employee said. "V\re all get frpqucnt training on handling work records, and on the appropriate use of 

hltp"//www.govexec.com/managemenU2017 f02/epa-emp!oyees-using-encryptton-apps-may-vio!ote-records-laws/135159/printf 1/2 
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1/24/2018 EPA Employees Using Encryption Apps May Violate Records Laws- Management+ GovExec.com 

personal vs. work equipment. I'm not doing the people's business" on lhe private technology. "There's no reason to discuss 
vmrk using our personal accounts." 

Personal issues, the employee clarified, includes "opinions and beliefs about national politics." Addressing the Cause of 
Action and Trump team's general effmi to crack down on such employees venting, this employee said, "It's pretty obvious 
this is a witch hunt intended to scare career staff into silence." 

Cause of Action has a history oftaking on the goYernment over access to puhlic records. For months, the group has battled 
agencies on transparency issues surrounding former Secretai}' of State and Democratic presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton's usc of a private email server while at the State Department 

The EPA did not respond to inquiries by publication time. 

By Chmles s. Clark 

rebrutlty 3. 2017 

http://www.govexec.comfmanagemenV2017/02/epa~employees·usmg-encryption+apps·may-violate-records+laws/135159/print/ 212 



752 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
53

6

EPA labs across U.S. face consolidation as budget cuts loom i Reuters 

Logtn Contact Support 

World Business Markets 

#ENVIRONMENT 

EPA labs across U.S. face consolidation as budget cuts loom 

Devika Krishna Kumar :l MIN 

NEW YORK (Reuters)- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is consolidating research and 

testing laboratories to cut costs. sparking criticism the move \Yill undercut its ability to respond to 

regional disasters such as fiuiTicanc I farvey. 

The EPA plans to relocate or merge at least five labs. including one in Houston responsible for 

overseeing tests at 13 Superfund prognm1 toxic vvastc sites hit by Harvey flooding. lab employees 

and union officials said. Jn June. Kenneth \Vagner. an ad\"isl'r to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

suggested to Houston employees at a meeting in June li!AT their work could shift to Oklahoma by 

2020. they said. 

Wagner said in an interview that the l louston nwn:: not guaranteed. If the EPA was unable to find 

federally owned property for the Houston onice, there was space available in Oklahoma~ he said he 

told workers. 

Employees in Texas and elsewhere hrtYe been ofTered buyouts as part of budget cuts. 

"Irs very alanning."" said Liz Perera. a Sierra Cluh policy director. ·'My biggest concern are the labs 

that actually test air, water and soil. especially around I fouston." 

Leases at facilities in Chelmsford. Massachusetts: Rkhmond. California; and Athens, Georgia: and 

the Office of Research and Development (ORD) in Las Vegas arc not being renewed, the workers 

https://www.reuters.com/artic!e/us-usa-epalepa~!abs-across-u-s-facc-wnsolidation·a~-budgct-cut~-loom-idUSKCN I BU2WD[I/24!2018 12: I 0:36 PM} 

D 
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EPA labs across U.S. face consolidation as budget cuts loom! Reuters 

said. Some labs will be relocated to other federally owned buildings. including in other states. 

Consolidation will result in fewer labs and the loss of the skills of employees who will not transfer or 

accept buyouts. 

Some chemists at the Las Vegas facility have been offered jobs in Ohio or North Carolina, said Ann 

Pitchford, a scientist and president ofthc local National Association of Government Employees 

union. 

"Some people have retired, some people are llmling other jobs tmd some people say they are going 

to move,., she said. 

The EPA said it is revisiting the office consolidations, which were originally proposed under the 

Obama administration. The plan to move oii!ces to government-owned properties was part of an 

earlier cost-cutting move. 

"Administrator Pruitt strongly believes in supporting states by providing laboratory and scientific 

expertise to better protect the environment.'' spokesman Jahan Wilcox said in an cmailed 

statement. Despite Houston employees fears of a transfer to Oklahoma, Wilcox said ''there are no 

present plans to move the lab out of Houston." 

In March, President Donald Trump ·s administration proposed a 31 percent cut to the EPA's 2018 

budget that would eliminate clinwtc change programs and trirn air and water quality initiatives. 

The EPA lab in Chelmsford likely will move to Rhode Island. said Steve Calder, president of the 

AFGE local office that represents about 600 Massachusetts employees. He said there were early 

talks of shutting the lab entirely or moving it out of the region and as far away as New Jersey. 

Reporting by Dcvika Krio;hnn Kumar in 

Aops Ne;wsletters 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us~usa~epa/epa·labs·acrosNJ+face-conso!idaiion-as-budget-cuts-loonHdllS KCN 1 BU2WD[l/24/20I 8 12: l 0:36 PM] 
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OJTicia!s, Disheartened by Agt.'ncy'~ Dtrec:1ioJL An: 

CLIMATE 

E.P .A. Officials, 
Agency's 
Droves 
By USA FRIEOl\'IAN, Mi\RTK\ AFFO and DFREK f(R,\ \T1'Z 

0 

https:i/IV'W\v,nytimes.com/20! 7/12122/dim<~1<"/epa-ht1yrnH~-pruitl hunljl /22,'20! S 2() Pi'v1! 

by 
Leaving in 
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E.P.A Officials, Disheartened by Agency's Direction, Are Leaving in Droves w The Ne\V York Times 

months of lo\v morale at the ag<'ncy. 

This article was written through collaboration between The New York 

Times and ProPublica, the independent, nonpr()fit investigative joumalism 

organization. 

WASHINGTON More than 700 people have left the Environmental 

Protection Agency since President Trump took oflke, a wave of departures 

that puts the administration nearly a quarter of the way toward its goal of 

shrinking the agency to levels last seen during the Reagan administration. 

Of the employees who have quit, retired or taken a buyout package since the 

beginning of the year, more than200 are scientists. An additional96 are 

environmental protection specialists, a broad category that includes 

scientists as well as others experienced in investigating and analyzing 

pollution levels. Nine department directors have departed the agency as well 

as dozens of attorneys and program managers. Most of the employees who 

have left are not being replaced. 

The departures reflect poor morale and a sense of grievance at the agency, 

which has been criticized by President Trump and top Republicans in 

Congress as bloated and guilty of regulat01y overreach. That unease is likely 

to deepen following revelations that Republican campaign operatives were 

using the Freedom of InformatiJ:llLad to request copies of emails from 

E.P.A. officials suspected of opposing Mr. Trump and his agenda. 

The cuts deepen a downward trend at the agency that began under the 

Obama administration in response to Republican-led budget constraints 

that left the agency with about 15,000 employees at the end of his term. The 

reductions have accelerated under President Trump, who campaigned on a 

promise to dramatieaJl); scale hcu:k.tht:J:~J'.M:'I., leaving only what he called 

"litUe tjdhits" in place. Current and former employees say unlike during the 

Obama years, the agency has no plans to replace workers, and they expect 

deeper cuts to come. 

"The reason E.P.A. went down to 15,000 employees under Obama is because 

of pressure from Republicans. This is the effort of the Republicans under the 

Obama administration on steroids," said president of 

American Federation of Government Employees Council 238, a union 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/22/clirnate/epa-buyoul~wpruitthtml{ 1/21/2018 12:24:26 PM1 
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E.P.A Officials, Disheartened by Agency's Direction, Are Leaving in Droves~ The New York Times 

representing E.P.A. employees. 

ProPublica and The New York Times analyzed the comings and goings from 

the E. P .A. through the end of September, the latest data that has been 

compiled, obtained under the Freedom of Information Act. The tlgures and 

interviews with current and former E.P.A. officials show the administration 

is well on its way to achieving its goal of cutting 3,200 positions from the 

E.P.A., about 20 percent of the agency's work force. 

Jahan Wilcox, a spokesman for the E.P.A., said the agency was running 

more efficiently. "With only 10 months on the job, Administrator Pruitt is 

unequivocally doing more with less to hold polluters accountable and to 

protect our environment," he said. 

Within the agency, science in particular is taking a hard hit. More than 27 

percent of those who left this year were scientists, including 34 biologists 

and microbiologists; 19 chemists; 81 environmental engineers and 

environmental scientists; and more than a dozen toxicologists, life scientists 

and geologists. Employees sav the exodus has left the agency depleted of 

decades of knowledge about protecting the nation's air and water. Many also 

said they saw the departures as part of a more worrisome trend of .umiin£ 

~o:<.:crruil.l;:.llLs_cis:ltii(ils, cutting research budgets and making it more difficult 

for academic scientists to =LuCJLIL<L\,u.D.'"'"' .. ll"m .. •.LL> 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our latest 
stories about climate change- a!ong 
answers to your questions and t1ps on how 
help 

I Enter your email address j s,,, u, 

"Research has been on a starvation budget for years,., said '·"·"'·'J.L.lliw:W.J,, 

who served as acting assistant administrator for the O!Tice of Research and 

Development before retiring in November. But under earlier buyouts, Mr. 

Kavlock said, the agency later hired nearly 100 postdoctoral candidates to 

help continue critical agency work. 

https :1/\vww .nytimes.com/20 17/12/22/climate/cpa~buyouts-pruitt. htmlll/22/20 IS 12:24:16 PMJ 



757 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
54

1

E.P.A. Officials, Disheartened by Agency's Direction, Are Leaving in Droves~ The Ne\v York Times 

"There wasn't a reinvestment this time aroumL" he said. "There's a hard 
freeze." 

Scientists, for the most part, are also not being replaced. Of the 129 people 

hired this year at the E.P.A.,just seven are scientists. Another 15 are student 
trainee scientists. Political appointees, however, are on the rise. The office of 

Scott Pruitt, the agency administrator, was the only unit that saw more hires 
than departures this year. 

In addition to losing scientists themselves, the offices at the E.P.A. that deal 

most directly with science were drained of other workers this year. The 
Office of Research and Development which has three national 

laboratories and four national centers with expertise on science and 
technology issues -lost 69 people, while hiring three. At the Office of 

Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention, responsible for regulating toxic 

chemicals and pesticides, 54 people left and seven were hired. And in the 

office that ensures safe drinking water, one person was hired, while 26 

departed. 

By contrast, Mr. Pruitt's office hired 73 people to replace the 53 who left. 

"I think it's important to focus on what the agency is all about, and what it 

means to lose expertise, particularly on the science and public health side," 
said Thomas Burke, who served as the agency's science adv~iser under Mr. 
Obama. "The mission of the agency is the protection of public health. Clearly 
there's been a departure in the mission." 

Mr. Wilcox disputed that assessment and said the agency remained an 
attractive workplace for scientists. 

"People from across E.P .A. were eligible to retire early with full benefits," he 

said in an emailed statement. "We currently haw over 1,600 scientists at 

E.P.A. and less than 200 chose to retire with full hendits." 

The impact oflosing so many scientists may not be felt for months or years. 

But science permeates every part of the agency's work, from assessing the 
health risks of~~ like the one in Houston during 

Hurricane Harvey to determining when groundwater is safe to drink after a 

spill. Several employees said they feared the departmes with few 

replacements in sight would put critical duties like responding to disasters 

https://mvw .nytimes.com/20 17 /12/22/climate/epa~buyouts·pruitt.htm I[ I /22/20 18 12:24:26 PM I 
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E.P.A. Officials, Disheartened by Agency's Direction, Arc Leaving in Droves~ The New York Times 

and testing water for toxic chemicals in jeopardy. 

As of Dec. 6, there were 14,188 full-time employees at the E.P.A. By 

comparison, there were 17,558 workers at the end of the first year ofthe 

George W. Bush administration and 17,049 by the end of the first year of 

President Ohama's term. The E.P.A. offered two major buvouts during the 

Obama administration, losing goo employc>es in 2013 and an additional465 

the following year. Hundreds o[ other workers left through attrition and 

were not replaced. 

Mr. Pruitt's office bas described the cnrrent buyout proceos as a 

continuation of Ohama administration efforts to ensure that payroll 

expenses do not overtake funding for environmental programs. 

Climate Change 
Is Complex. 
We've Got 
Answers to Your 
Questions. 
\\'"e know. Global warming 

to start: 
questions \dth SUITlt' 

.-.;trai,l';htforward 

Agency staff said they believed the Tmmp administration was purposely 

draining the E.P.A. of expertise and morale. 

Ronnie B I ,('Vin spent 37 years at the E.P.A. researching policies to address 

lead exposure from paint, gasoline and drinking water, most recently 

working as a lead inspector at the agency's regional office overseeing New 

England. She retired in November after what she described as months oflow 

nwrale at the agency. And with the lead enforcement offic\' targeted for 

elimination as part of Mr. Trump's proposed budget, she said, "It was hard 
to get your enthusiasm up" for the job. 

"This is exactly what they wanted, which is my biggest misgiving about 

https://www,nytimes.com/2017/12/22/climate/epa~buyouts~pruitt.htmlf 1/22/2018 12:z..l.:26 PM 1 
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E.P.A. Officials, Disheartened by Agency's Direction, Are Leaving in Droves· The New York Times 

leaving," Ms. Levin said. "They want the people there to be more docile and 

nervous and less invested in the agency." 

Lynda Deschambault, a chemist and physical scientist who left the E.P.A. at 

the end of August after 26 years, said her office in Region 9, based in San 

Francisco, had been hollowed out. The office saw 21 departures this year and 

no hires. "The office was a morgue,·· she said. 

Conservatives who helped lead the Trump administration's transition and 

prepared for eliminating vast parts of the agency said scientists' worries 

were misplaced. 

"To me it's not necessarily a sign of catastrophe," said a 

senior researcher at the Heritage Foundation who advised Mr. Trump on the 

E.P .A. during the transition. He said the agency under President Obama was 

engaged in "phenomenal overreach" and that the Trump administration's 

efforts were aimed at correcting that. 

In proposing this year to slash the E.P.A.'s budget by 31 percent, Mick 

Mulvaney, director of the 'White House Office of Management and Budget, 

called the effort part of Mr. Trump's plan to eliminate entrenched 

government workers. 

"You can't drain the swamp and leave all the people in it," Mr. Mulvaney 

said. "So, I guess the first place that comes to mind will be the 

Environmental Protection Agency." 

Jan Nation, who works in E.P.A.'s Region 3, based in Philadelphia, where 46 

people either retired or took a buyout this year. lamented the 

administration's approach to federal workers. 

"We are not the swamp. The swamp are all the people who don't have a 

specific function to make our government work," ivls. Nation said. "If you 

have a swamp to drain, I know people in the Army Corps of Engineers who 

can do it." 

Lisa Friedman reported from Washington. and Marina Affo and Derek Kravitz from 
New York. Ms. Affo and Mr. Kravitz are reporters at ProPublica. Talia Buford and Lisa 

Song of ProPublica contributed reporting. 

https://wwv.·.nytimes.com/2017/12/22/climate/epa~buyoul"-~pruitt. htm 1[ 1/22/2018 12:24:26 PM J 
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EPA workforce shrinkmg to Reagan-era levels ·agency ofncm! I Reuter~ 

Logrn Contact Support 

VVorld Business Ma~·kcts 

#TRUMP EFFECT 

EPA workforce shrinking to Reagan-era levels -agency official 

Eric Walsh 

WASlllNGTON (Reuters)- The worldclrcc at the U.S. Fndronmental Protection Agency is on 

course to fall to its lowest level since Ronald Reagan \\as president. an agency official said on 

Tuesday. 

In June, the EPA unveiled a buyout program that would cnntribuh: to the biggest cuts of any federal 

agency in President Donald Trump's 201 X budget propooaL The EPA employs about 15,000 people. 

After buyouts and retirements. that number could Jmp tn 14.-+2/i hy October, the ofHciaL who spoke 

on condition of anonymity. said in an email. 

That would be below the fiscal 1988 !eYe!. when FP,\ st~1tTing \\HS !,'L440. the official noted. A 

fu.Jihcr 2.998 employees. or just over 20 pcn.:ent of the h11aL an.: eligible to retire now, the otlicial 

said. 

https //www.reuters com/artic!c/us-usa-epalepa-workfi:lfce-shrinking-to-reagan-cra·kvds-agcncy-of!iclai-ldtJSKCNIBHILY[l/22/2018 12:23:47 PM} 

D 
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EPA workforce shrinking to Reagan-era levels -agency official! Reuters 

In an April spending bilL the Republican-controlled Congress set a cap lC>r EP i\ starting at 15,000 

employees for fiscal year 2017, rejecting proposed increases by the previous administration of 

Democratic President Barack Obama. 

EPA Adtninistrator Scott Pruitt said the rcdudions were "giving long~serving. hard-\-vorking 

employees the opportunity to retire early. 

"We're proud to repmi that we're reducing the size of government. protecting taxpayer dollars and 

staying true to our core mission of protecting the cnYironment and American jobs," he said in a 

separate statement. 

Pruitt has rolled back a slew ofObanw-cra regulations limiting carbon dioxide emissions from fossil 

fuels. 

He was also instrumental in convincing Trump to withdraw the United States from the Paris climate 

accord- a global pact to stem planetary warming through emissions cuts. 

While acknowledging the planet is wnnning. Pruitt has questioned the gravity of the problem and the 

need for regulations that require companies to take costly measures to reduce their carbon footprint. 

Before becoming head of the EPA. he was Oklahoma's attorney general and repeatedly sued the 

agency he now runs to block federal em iromncntal rules. 

l\pps Newsletters 

https:J/www.reuters.com/article/us-usa~epalepa-workforce~shnnking-to·reagan-em-!evels-agency-of1icia!-idUSKCN I BH I L Y{ 1/22/2018 12:23:47 PM] 
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(https:t/federa!newsradio.com) > Your Job (httpsJ/federalnewsradiD com/(atefJOij/your-JOb/) ') Workforce 

(h ttps:/ /federalnewsradio .com/ category /your -j ob/workforc,~ !) > 

EPA's early retirement/buyout justifications reveal how agency is reorganizing 

By Meredith S~mers (https://feder<~lnewsr<H:Ro.com/author/memdith-sum..rs/) 

July2<J.,20177:02pm 4minre<Jd 

Share 

Six Seattle toxicologists, '16 Kansi'IS City chemists, 41 IT manager~ in Durham, North 9<'11Na1 attorneys from Washington, D.C 

Insight by Red Hat Learn how forward-looking agencios are leaning towMd DevSecOp;; 

(http//marketfng.federalnewsradio.com/fe.:~tures-2/devsecops-ex<>cutive-briefillgtutm_un\JXhlfl=-S!)ollSOred%20Content%20· 

%20Red%20Hat&utm_source::oini1rttde_promo) 

EPA a!so reported that the maximum number of vo!unt<HY sep;:~•;Hion mcenttw' ~-nynH:nb (VS!Pi n ,m offer is 1.227 payments with up to $25,000 for each 
jXlyment 
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Restoring functionality 

Related Stories 

Bi!! to Hmit appeals, make new hires '~t-wilt' federal employees reappears ln the House 

Your Job (https"/!federa!newsradlo com/your-job/2017/07/bill to"lrwH>ppr,;l;"''"'' '""'"hr 

Whit~ House seeks to answer one of the biggest mysteries of federal !T 

h1ghcr graded work to remainmg higher graded staff," 

said. "Agencies are 

ncsourcesoffices often use the 

Report>lr's Nott<book (https'//feder<Jinewsradlo com/reporte•o-not?book ·p;;oo m•!ler/2017 /07/Whlte hou><'-~oeb-to-answel-one -of-the-blggest-my;teries-of-federa!-itl) 

Maryland Democrat wants to bring retirem-ent contribution back to 2012 levels for all feds 

Legislation (https //fc-deralnewsradlo (Om/l<>gi~!at•on/2017 107 /mcJiylamJ-i:ktnocta! wontHo brmg-ret!l\'rtlCnt"cantnbt:t!Ofl~bad>to-pre-2012·!eveb-for-a!!-fPds/l 

Related Topics 
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i/24/2018 Federal workers turn to er\C!Yfl\lon to thwart Trump- POLITICO 

POliTICO 

WHITEHOUSE 

Federal workers turn to ,,..,,.,,,.,,..,,., 
Agency employees are turning 
communication to express their dissent 

By ANDREW RESTUCCIA, MARIANNE LEVINE and NAHAL TO OSI I 02/0212017 05:07AM EST 

Federal employees are using new technology to express dissent against President Donald Trump's 
administration.! Getty 

Federal employees worried that President Donald Trump will gut their agencies are 
creating new email addresses, signing up for encrypted messaging apps and looking for 

other, protected ways to push back against the new administration's agenda. 

Whether inside the Environmental Protection Agency, within the Foreign Service, on the 

edges of the Labor Department or beyond, employees are using new technology as well as 

more old-fashioned approaches- such as private face-to-face meetings- to organize 
letters, talk strategy, or contact media outlets and other groups to express their dissent. 

https:f/www .p o!itico. com/story/2 0 17/02/fe d erahvorkcrs-signat~app-23451 0 115 
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112412018 FcdBJal work\0Ul tun\ w encryption to HlWBii Trump- POLITJCO 

The goal is to get their message across while not violating any rules covering workplace 

communications, which can be monitored by the government and could potentially get 

them fired. 

At the EPA, a small group of career employees numbering less than a dozen so far- are 

using an encrypted messaging app to discuss what to do ifTrump's political appointees 

undermine their agency's mission to protect public health and the environment, flout the 

law, or delete valuable scientific data that the agency has been collecting for years, sources 

told POLITICO. 

Fearing for their jobs, the employees began communicating incognito using the app Signal 

shortly after Trump's inauguration. Signal, like WhatsApp and other mobile phone 

software, encrypts all communications, making it more difficult for hackers to gain access 

to them. 

White House puts Iran 'on notice, 
By LOUIS NElSON und MATTHEW NUSSBAUM 

One EPA employee even got a new, more secure cellphone, and another joked about getting 

a "burner phone." 

"!have no idea where this is going to go. I think we're all just taking it one day at a time and 

respond in a way that seems appropriate and right," said one of the EPA employees involved 

in the clandestine effort, who, like others quoted in this story, was granted anonymity to 

talk about the sensitive discussions. 

The employee added that the goal is to "create a network across the agency" of people who 

will raise red flags if Trump's appointees do anything unlawful. 

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

While many workers across the federal government are still in wait-and-see mode, the first 

two weeks of the Trump administration -·with its flurry of executive orders that have in 

some cases upended lives-· have sent a sobering message to others who believe they must 

act now. 

In recent days, career employees at the State Department gathered nearly 1,ooo signatures 

for what's known as a "Dissent Channel" memo, in which they express their anger over a 

Trump executive order that bars immigrants from seven Muslim-majority countries and 

https :/ lwww .p oHtico .com/story/20 17 102/federal-workers-s ign a!-app·2 J45 1 0 2/5 
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halts refugee admissions to the country. The number of signatures was extraordinarily 

high, even though the letter was submitted after White House spokesman Sean Spicer 

essentially warned the dissenting diplomats they were risking their jobs. 

The executive order on immigration and refugees caused widespread panic at airports, 

spurring protests and outrage around the world. 

It also led to what has been the most high· profile act of defiance yet from a Trump 

administration official: Acting Attorney General SaUy Yates on Monday ordered the 

Department of Justice's lawyers not to defend the order in court. Yates was fired that same 

night. 

Current and former employees of the Labor Department, meanwhile, are using their private 

email accounts to send around a link to a letter asking senators to oppose the nomination 

of Andrew Puzder for secretary of their agency. The employees may sign on to the letter 

using Google Docs. The letter will not be submitted to tbe Senate HELP Committee, and the 

signatures will not be made public, unless 200 current employees sign on. 

A federal worker familiar with the letter's circulation said that it's being signed by 

hundreds of current and former DOL employees. 

According to a draft of the letter obtained by POLITICO, the employees write that they have 

"serious concerns" about the fast·food magnate's willingness to protect the rights of 

workers given some of his past comments and actions. 

The draft of the letter criticizes Puzder's comments about women, and cites his restaurants' 

advertisements, some of which feature women in bikinis eating burgers. Puzder has 

defended the ads. 

"One of us once heard a colleague ask, quite seriously, whether it would violate workplace 

rules of civility and prohibitions against sexual harassment to view Mr. Puzder's ads on a 

government computer," the letter says. "We think the question is a good one." 

https :1 lw<vw, politico. com/story/2 0 17/D2/federa!~wcrkers-s;g n aH1:pp-2 345 1 0 315 
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The federal employees interviewed for this story stressed that they see themselves as 

nonpartisan stewards of the government. But several also said they believe they have a duty 
to speak out ifthey feel a policy is undermining their mission. 

Drafts of the Dissent Channel memo signed by the State Department employees insist, for 

instance, that instead of protecting U.S. national security through his new executive order 

on refugees and immigrants, Trump endangering the United States by bolstering the 

terrorists' narrative that the West hates Muslims. 

"!think we all have to look within ourselves and say 'Where is that line that I will not 

cross?"' one Foreign Service officer said. 

Since Trump was elected in November, many State Department employees have also met 

quietly for other reasons. Groups of Muslims who work at Foggy Bottom, for instance, have 

held meetings to discuss fears that they could be subject to witch hunts and see their 

careers stall under the new administration. A few of Trump's top aides have spoken out 

against radicallslamism in such harsh terms that some Muslims believe the aides are 

opposed to the religion oflslarn as a whole. 

Steven Aftergood, who directs the Project on Government Secrecy at the Federation of 

American Scientists, indicated that it's too soon to say whether there's a broad trend of 

bureaucratic resistance to Trump taking hold. 

"Quite a few federal employees seem to be looking for constructive ways to express 

discontent," he said. "Meanwhile, tension is still growing, not subsiding." 

EPA employees are uniquely concerned about their future, having faced barbs from Trump 

advisers who have toyed with cutting the agency's staff by two-thirds and from other 

Republicans who want to eliminate the agency altogether. So career staffers are discussing 

the best way to alert the public to what's happening behind the scenes. 

By lOUIS NELSON 

"I'm suddenly spending my days comparing the importance ofthe oath I took when I 

started my career service and the code that I have as an American," an EPA employee said. 

EPA employees have started reaching out to former Ohama administration political 

appointees, who they hope will help them spread the word about any possible improper 

conduct at the agency. 

https:/lwi--vw .politico. com/story/20 17102/federa!-workers-SIQ nal-a pp · ;: 345 'I 0 4/5 
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"It's probably much safer to have those folks act as the conduit and to act as the gathering 

point rather than somebody in the agency;" the employee said. "You're putting your career 

and your livelihood and your paycheck at risk every time you talk to somebody." 

Organizations such as the Government Accountability Project, which advocates for 

whistleblowers, have been busy as federal employees fret about what their new bosses may 

ask them to do. 

"We've had a significant number offederal employees who have contacted us in recent 

weeks," said Louis Clark, the nonprofit's CEO. "It has to be the largest influx of people 

trying to reach us that we've seen." 

The largest group of callers? "The people who want to know what to do if they're asked to 

violate the law," Clark said. 

JeffRuch, executive director of Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, said 

EPA employees are in perhaps the "deepest pit of despair" among his group's membership. 

He said his group has been fielding calls on everything from what triggers a reduction in 

the federal workforce to how long they can carry health insurance benefits if they are 

pushed out. 

Asked how EPA employees are feeling, Ruch said, "In the broadest sense, scared and 

depressed." 

Rachael.Bade contributed to this report. 

hlips :/ twww.p olitico .com!story/2 0 17 i02!federal-workers-signn!-app-2345 i 0 515 
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\VASHINGTON 

Success: EPA set 

Trump's first 

The Environmental Protection Agency, seen by 

Presrdent Trump as a bloated bureaucral1c whJie 15 

on schedule to fulfill his promise to reduce rts s~aff 

nearly in half by the end of hrs f1rst mostly 

through retirements, not cuts, according offiC!a!s 

The EPA Tuesday provided \o Secrets rts itrst 

results which show that the agency 15 below 

seen since former President ReagJn's adn1in1str·Clt1o:l 

And if just those slated to ret1re by early ledve, 

Administrator Scott Pruitt and his team will 

reduced a staff of nearly 1\000, to belovv 8,iJOO, 

reduction of 47 percent 

"We're proud to report thai we're reducrng 

government,. protecting taxpayer dollars 

\rue to our core mission of protect:ng the 

envrronment," Pruitt said in a statement to 

so% in 

http:l/www.washingtonexaminer.com/sucwss-epa-scHo-reduce-siaf'l~50-in-trump~-nrst-krm· i)rtitk<~6 f5362! ! '24. 20! 8 I :04:49 PM] 
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Success: EPA set to reduce staff 50% in Trump's first term 

Several agencies have succeeded in makmg some 

cuts, but EPA is taking a lead. 

The numbers: 

• As of January 3, 2018, the cPA hcs 

employees. 

• The last time EPA was at an aclu0i 

employment level of 14,440 was 

1988 when Reagan was president. 

• 23 percent of EPA employees 

full benefits and another 4 percent 

the end of 2018. 

• Additionally, another 20 percP«l 

employees will be eligible 

next five years. 

• Taken together, 47 percent 

eligible to retire with full benefits 

years. 

Said an EPA official, "We're happy to be at Reagan

level employment numbers and the future retirements 

shows a preview of how low we could get during this 

administration. It would be fair to say anywhere from 

25 to 47 percent of EPA could retire during this 

administration." 

Pruitt has used buyouts to spur some of the changes 

and attractive retirement benefits have also led many 

to leave the agency. He also instituted a hrring freeze 

Under Pruitt, the agency has gone the "back to bas•cs" 

of protecting the environment while shuckmg former 

President Obama's political agenda focused heavily 

on climate change. 

Paul Bedard, the Washington Examiner's "Washington 
Secrets" columnist, can be contacted at 
pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com 

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/success-epa-set-to-rcducc-staiT-50-in-trumps-first-tcnn/artic!e/2645362[1/24/20 18 I :04:49 PM] 
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lindcr Trump. L.P.k Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and !'ut L:nlll~ ,111 Lnt\,n.:um:nt Officcrs- Thv Ne\\ Y,lrk Times 

POLITICS 

Under Trump, 
Against 
Enforcement 
By ERIC IJPTON and DANTEl.LE IVORY DEC. !0, 2017 

0 

https://wv."\\ .nytimeH'om/20 17/12/1 0/us/po!itics/po!!ulion-cpcHcgui,Hitln~-htmljl ,'2.~ 1201 ll 12· :H :..!9 l'i'v1l 

D 

Actions 
on 
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Liverpool over Mr. Trump's mon• 

policing of air and water pollut inn. 

The City Council moved 

downtown. Since 

punish the plant's owner, 

illegally, released harmful 

don't know where we 
teacher, said in fr,>dr"Hnn 

haven't resolved anythinf',." 

Scott Pruitt, the E.P .A. 

high· profile regulatory 
environmental laws. But 

An analysis of enforeement 

administration has adopted 

administrations - Democratic 
in East LiverpooL 

https:/1\Y\VW Jrytimes.com/20 I 7/1 2/l {)/us/politk:;;ip;1ll11!imh~pa~rcgulations.htmlf 1 /22/20 l X ! 2:3-f :-f1f PM! 
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Trump, Obama and Bu:-~h 

Hush's over the samt: linw period. 

The E.P.A., turning to one of lis most 

force companies to retrofit their fuctorlc'l to 

Trump1 demands d mppcd 

ahout billion \vorth fixes, 

initiated during the nine·· month pt>rir>d, 

about percent of ·wha! soughl 

https://w\Wv,nytimcs.com/20 l7/12!JO/u:;/pn1itics/rn!!ution-ep.1-rCg\Jial10lh hl:tiil !/22-20!B 12:3-t: 19 P\-1 i 



774 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
55

8

Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters. and Put Limits on Enfbrcl:ment Ofticcrs- The New York Times 

under Mr. Bush. 

Resolving complicated pollution cases can take tinw. and the E.P.A. said it 
remained committed to ensuring companies obeyed environmental laws. 

"E.P.A. and states work together to !1nd violators and bring them hack into 
compliance, and to punish intentional polluters," the a)\encv said in a 
statement. Officials said Mr. Pruitt was less tlxaled 011 seeking large 
penalties than some of his predecessors were. 

"We focus more on bringing people hack into compliance than bean 
counting," the statement said. 

After this article was posted, the E.P.A. issued a statement criticizing the 

report, and saying that "Administrator Scott Pruitt is committed to 
enforcement," and that "there is no reduction in E. P.A. ·, commitment to 
ensure compliance with our nation's environmental laws." 

statement is hcreJ 

Cont1dential internal E.P.A. documents show that the enforcement 
slowdown coincides with major policy changes ordered hy i\lr. Pruitt's team 
after pleas from oil and gas industry executives. 

E.P .A. Enforcement Scorecard 

Scott Pruitt, the agt~m'y: has filed 
including environmental 

NUMBER OF CASES 

NUMBI::R OF CASES 

2,600 
2,900 

Prott'ction Agency haYe been 
days nnder its adminlstratoL 

tht; Ob:-_una Administration. 

AdministrativE 
Judicial 

1 · 9~ltJures are 
rounded 

Chri~Modd 0~i!lll" T~~Bif 
Whitmrg. P .A.J£8~1R~trator~Yuitt 

SIZE OF CASES 

$10.1 bil. 

$2.6 bil. 

Chri~Modd 0~i!lll· 
Whitman .Jackson 

Environmental 
rep?lir.s* 
~llj~Jilltr 
for mflation 

t~Mif 
Pruitt 

SIZE OF CASES 

https://www .nytimes.com/2017 /12/1 0/us/politics/pollutiOJHpa~regulations.htm![ I /22/2013 12:34:49 PM] 
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$10.1 bil. 
2,900 

Administrative 
2,600 

Judicial 

Figures are 
rounded 1,900 

Adjusted 
for inflation 

1.000 

$2.6 bil. 

Bush Obama Trump Bush Obama 

Christine Todd Lisa Scott E.P.A. Christine Todd Usa 
Whitman Jackson Pruitt administrators Whitman Jackson 

The documents, which were reviewed by The Times, indicate that E.P.A. 
enforcement officers across the country no longer have the authority to 
order certain air and water pollution tests, known as requests for 
information, without receiving permission from Washington. The tests are 
essential to building a case against polluters, tlw equivalent of the radar gun 
for state highway troopers. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1211 0/us/polities/po!lution-epa-regulations.!Jtm!] ! /22/2018 12:34:49 PMl 

Environmental 
repairs* 

Civil fines 

$1.3 bil. 

Trump 

Scott 
Pruitt 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters. and Put Limit<> on Enforccm~.:nl Officers- The New York Times 

At at least t"'ro of the agency's most aggressive rcgi(11wl offices. n'qucsts f(n· 
information involving companies suspected of polluting ha,·c fallen 
significantly under Mr. Trump, according to internal LP.,\. data. 

In the last two complete fiscal years of the Obama adminbtralion. the 
E.P.A.'s office in Chieago sent tht-li con.' red an average of 
so facilities per year~ or about 4.2 each month. By comparison, after the 
policy changes, one such reqnest for a single facility' wa~ made in the 
subsequent four-montb period. There was a similar dvclinc in the Denver 
regional offiee, according to the data. 

The enforcement slowdown ha.s bcl'n compounded h.\· the departure of more 
than 700 employees at the E.P.A. since Mr. Trump',c; etc:,· I ion, many of them 
via buyouts intended to reduce the agency's size, a1H.l hij;h-h_\vel politiea1 
vacancies at the E.P.A. and the Justice Department. The agt'nc.v's lop 
enforcement officer- Susan Bodine- on I~' late' last week. 

Separately, Mr. Pruitt's team has told oft1cialH and industr)' representatives 
in~' North Dakota and other states that E.P.A. enforcement of-ficers 
Vv'ill stand down on some pollution cases, according to agenc~v doeuments. 
The retrenchment is said to he part of a nationwide hem doff of many 
enforcement duties to state authorities, an effort Mr. Pruitt calls cooperative 
federalism but critics say is an industry-friendly wa,v to up on polluters. 

Current and recently departed E.P.A. staff members :-:::1id the new direction 
has left many employees fee1illg frozen in place, and demoralized, 
particularly in the regional offices, which have inve.:.;tiga:ors who are 
especially knowledgeable of local pollution threats. 

https:l/www.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/politics/po!lution-cpa-rcgulations.htm!jl /22/20! S 12: '4:49 PM] 
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Under Trump. E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Again:>t Polluters, and Put LimiL~ on Enf()I"Ct::ment Ofncet'S ~The New York Times 

"Certain people who are polluting are doing it with impunity right now and I 

think it is horrible," said Nicole Cantello, an E.P .A. Iawver in the Chicago 
office, who has worked at the agency for 26 years. 

Ms. Cantello agreed to speak to The Times lwcause she: protected by her 
status as a union official. The E.P .A. did not authoriz'' agency employees to 
speak. 

The Times asked top E.P .A. enforcement ofilcials from the Obama and Bush 

administrations to review The Times's data, analysis and methodology. 

(Read more ll!mu.Lilli~~ilillQ!:,LllW:J Thcv said the slowdown 
signaled a sea change in enforcement under Mr. Trump. 

"Those kinds of numbers are stark,'' said a lawyer who 

served in the Bush administration as assistant administrdor for the E.P.A.'s 

enforcement office and who now represents companies facing KP.A. 

enforcement actions for the law firm King & Spalding, where he oversees the 
environmental practice. 

"If you're not filing cases, the cop's not on the beat." he said. ··or has the cop 
been taken off the beat?" 

Cynthia Giles, the former assistant administrator for the E.P.A.'s 

enforcement office during the Obama administration, also prepared a 
separate version ofthe data. She described as a "stunning decline'' the 

reduced efforts under Mr. Trump to require companies to bring their 

facilities into compliance with pollution laws. 

"The Pruitt E.P.A. is cratering on the enforcement work that matters most: 

holding the biggest polluters accountable," said Ms. Giles, now a director at 

the Energy & Environment Lab at the University of Chica,;o. 

Some enforcement expe1ts suggested that the E.P.A. HndN Mr. Pruitt might 
have filed fewer cases because it was going after larger penalties. But 

according to the Times analysis, most ofthe top penalties were smaller than 

those in the previous two administrations. And the nine-month window 

included the single largest civil case filed by the E.PA, against Exxon Mobil. 

https://voww.nytimes.com/20 17/1211 0/us/politics/po!lutionwepawrcgulations.htmlr 1/22/2018 ! 2:34:49 PMl 
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Under Trump. E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Agilinst Polluters, and Put Limits on l::nf(,rccn\cnt Olliccrs • Th~ New York Times 

Health LfO!l\~rL Heritage Thermal went door to door <)rtcring wash people's 

in their gardens. 

Sandra Estell, 64, who lives on a river bluff overlooking plant, said the 

ash covered her brother's Chevy Blazer and hlanketecl the c;trc•et where she 

grew up. Even when the plant operates normally, sh,: 

incinerator from her home- with the odor changin,c; I rom rotten eggs to an 

electrical fire to something difficult to place. 

Truckloads of hazardous waste often sit in the parking lot outside the plant, 

awaiting disposaL On the day of the accident in 201:t the plant was burning 

through a load of waste sent from an oil refinery in Toblo. 

"It really just scares me," Ms. Estell said of the ineincmlor. 

The plant falls under tlw jmisdiction of the E.PA office in Chicago, 

which moved quickly to investigate the episode as a l"·"ihle' iolation of the 

Clean Air Act, federal records show. 

https://vvvvw.nytimes.com/2017 /12/1 0/us/pol itics/pol!ution~ep<Hegulation~.htm 1[ 1 /2Ji]0 1 & ! 1: 3~ :·~9 Pi'.lJ 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and Put Limit;; on Fnti)fcemcnt Officers- The New York Times 

Investigators ~lli Heritage Thermal's g("rwral manager vvhat is known as a 

Section 114(a) request for detailed infonnalkn1 011 tht~ explosion. Failing_ lo 

answer the questions, warned George T C:J.erniak, who \Yas then the E.P .A.'s 
Chicago-based director of the air and radla! ion didsion, could resull in 
punishment. 

Heritage Thermal ffilll.Uli\:d vvithin wee-k~, and also disclosed that the plant 
had faced a serips of rcl;JJ.h~(LJliTiliktlt:~ wlwn pn.\ssHre inside the incinerator 
had climbed to dangerous 1en~ls. l\.lr. Ctemiak asked for more information 

about those episodes, and by :tv1arch 201;) hl' lwd ~~igned a formallQll_.~,:_LL!f 

~.alleging a series of Clean Air Acl vi(•latluns that would very likely 

result in fines, as well as possible civil or criminnl action. 

''We are offering you an opportunit~y to 
Mr. Czerniak wrote in the letl('f'. "You ma~ 
this conference." 

\\·ilh n~ about the violations,'' 

an altoruey rPprf'sC'nt you at 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/pol!tic~/pollution-cpa-regul;nion~.html! lr22i2() 18 12:3.J.:49 PM] 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Ag.am~t Polluters, and Put Umil~ on Enl"orcL:ment Officers~ Tht! Ne\\ York Times 

Heritage 
Thermal 
Incident and 
E.P .A. Response 
A case study of the shm
progres.'-' being made hy the 

udministration 
an 

inve.stigation into an 
industrial acddent in Ea">L 

Liverpool, Ohio, that 
gt'nerated prott'sts fronl. an·n 
rvsldents. 

~--1.800.343.1984 

More than two and a half vvars later, the matter remains rmresoh·ed, leading 

to the letter of complil.U:li to the E.P.A.last month from tbe East Liverpool 

City CounciL The body is dominated by Democrats, but it s.n·s its motivation 

in criticizing the E.P.A. is based on concerns about public "'ft'ly and not 

partisan politics . 

. John Mercer, a City Council member, said taking on air pollution issues at 

He1itage Thermal has been a delicate matter because the area has lost 

thousands of jobs as steel and potterymanufadnring plants dosed. 

''Heritage Thermal is one of the city's largest emplo1·crs." ltc said. "We are all 

friends and neighbors with ihose that work there.'· 

Still, he said, residcnls waut the matter resohTd. ''Onr emtslituents dt.~serve 

answers that no one see1ns ~o \vant to provide,·· he sed d. 

A spokesman for the E.P.A. declined to comment on the cas<''s status, as did 

Christopher T. Pherson, prvsident of Heritage Thermal. The company said 

in a statement that it ''is committed to continuously enhancing its 

performance and environmental compliance." 

Ms. Estell, who was even before it opclll'd in Lhe 1990s 

for being built near homes. h!atncs the change in administrations in 

Washington for the inaction. "Something made them slam on the brakes," 

she said. 

https:/l\vww.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/politics/pol!ution~epa.regulatitms.htm!f l /22/20 1 B 12: 3·1 :·19 PM] 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, amJ Put Limits on Fnforccmcnt Ofncers ~The New York Times 

Every administration runs into delays when investigating and enforcing 
environmental laws, and it is hard to pinpoint whY any particular case might 
stall without access to confidential E.P.A. files. But the lack of action in East 
Liverpool mirrors a pattern of sluggish new enforcement activity under the 
Trump administration, as represented in data analyzed by The Times. 

The Times identified more than a dozen companies or plants like Heritage 
Thermal that received notices of violation toward the end of the Obama 
administration, but as of late November had not faced E.P.A. penalties. The 
findings were based on agency files released l hrough a Freedom of 
Information Act request to the Environmental Integrity Project, a nonprofit 
group run by a former E.P.A. enforcement chief. 

Indiana Harbor C.Qk..C in East Chicago, Ind., h<~s received at least three 
warning notices since 2015 for pollution violations, including hundreds of 
illegal emissions oflead, which can cause serious health problems, especially 
for children. 

served with a notice in November 2015 for illegally emitting hazardous 
toxins, including meremy, which, when 
cause pulmonary edema, respiratm)' failure and death. 

Deeemher 2016 for air pollution violations. The E.P.A. collected evidence 
that it was emitting illegal amounts of sulfur dioxide, which can irritate the 
nose and throat and, at very high concentrations, cause life-threatening 
aecumulation of fluid in the lungs. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17 /12/l 0/us/politics/po!lutionwera-rcgulations.htm!{ I /22i20 18 I 2:34:49 PM) 



784 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
56

8

Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Ag:ain~t Polluters. and Put Limit~ on l:.nl(llt::cment OITicL'r~- The New York Times 

And in East Liverpool, just dm"''n the street from the! lcri!age Thermal 
incinerator, SJ-_Lji_ell was eiled for allowing toxic Jeyi.'\s of dm:t with heavy· 

metal chemical additives such as mangane.-;c lo drifl hc~·ond its propnty 

line. 

Tests conducted near S.H. Bell fonnd "the highest lP\Tls of ambient 
manganese concentrations in lhe United States,'' a complnint Lssued during 

the Ohama administration said. Health officials warrwd thctt the tdtuation 

represented "a public health hazard and should be mitigated as soon as 

possible to reduce harmful exposures." 

https://\V\'<W.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/politics/pollution-cpa-regulations.html[ 1 '22-' .2018 1.2:34:49 PMl 
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Under Tnunp. E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters. and Put Limits on Enl{m;emcnt Onieers ·The New York Times 

~led by the University of Cincinnati found in September that levels 
of manganese in the blood and hair of ehildn•n in East Liverpool appeared 
to be related to lower I.Q. scores, a conclusion executives from S.l-I. Bell 
have disputed. 

The Heritage Thermal plant 

The E.P.A. moved in the final days of the Obama administration to resolve 
the S.H. Bell matter, proposing a consent decree in ,January that would 
require changes to reduce manganese dust levels and to improve 
monitoring. 

Generally, a proposed consent decree is resolved within several months, but 
in March, the Trump administration 
so the E.P.A. could "brief incoming administration officials with decision
making responsibility" given that "many subordinate political positions at 
the agency remain unfilled." The .Justice Department has since asked the 
eomt to move ahead, but the case remain,; open. 

A spokeswoman for S.H. Bell said that the company had moved to comply 
with the requirements and that its operations had not harmed residents. 
The E.P.A. said in a statement that it was waiting for the court to act. "It 
would not be appropriate to discuss the open enforcement matters," the 
statement said. 

Roberta Pratt, 49, a bartender who lives" ith her family on a block situated 
between Heritage Thermal and S.ll. BelL said she worries constantly about 
the delays in enforcement at the facilities, The side of her house, she said, is 
stained with a rusty color from heavy metals that t1oat through the air. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/politics/pollution-ep<HC~u!cuions.html[ 1/22:2018 12:34:49 PMl 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters. and Put Limits on knforcemen! Officers~ fhc New York Times 

"It makes me feel like less of a mother," said Ms. Pratt of the pollution 
problems. "You can't pro teet your children.'' 

Fighting back tears, she added, "People say to me, 'Why don't \'Cm just pick 

up and move out of here?' Well, I just don't have the monev to do that." 

Industry Gets a Sympathetic Ear 

The memo llillil.!Utxked "Privileged/Confidential/Do Not Rcleas('" and was 

signed by Susan Shinkman, the director of civil enforcement at Lhe E.P.A. 

and one of11r. Pruitt's top deputies in Washington at lhe lime. 

https://ww\v. nytimes.eom/20 1 7/12/1 0/us/pol itics/po!lution·cpa.regu lations .htm 1 [ 1 /22/2 0 1 8 12: 34 :4 9 PM J 
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Under Trump, E,P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters. und Put! irnits on Enl(lfcemcnt Ofticcrs- The New York Times 

It arrived by email to agency employees across the country on May 31. 

With four pages of detailed instructions, it directed KP.A. investigators to 
seek authorization before asking companies to with 
instruments that determine the type and amount of pollutants being 

released at their plants. 

It also said investigators needed special authorization if they did not already 

have evidence that the company had quite likely violated the law, or if state 
authorities objected to the tests. 

The scope was far-reaching, applying to possible violations of the Clean Air 
Act, the Clean Water Act and federal Jaws regulating hazardous waste 

plants. 

The goal of these changes, the memo said, was to "ensure a more nationally 

consistent and complete accounting of federal compliance monitoring and 
enforcement aetivities." Bnt the directive arrived like a thunderbolt, 
upending one ofthe agency's most effedivc' methods in catching polluters, 
E.P .A. regional officials said, and one that was extremely unpopular with the 

oil and gas industry. 

In the prior two years, investigators in the Chicago office had sent requests 

for information - which includes requests for testing -"that covered 267 
facilities in the six Midwest states it oversees, including in cases involving 

giant mountains of petcoke stored ncar residential neighborhoods in 
Chicago. A carbon and sulfur byproduct of retlning oil, petcoke particles can 

become airborne and enter the lungs, causing 

https://wwWJlytimes.com/2017/12/1 0/us/politics/po!lution~cpa~regulmions.html[l/21/20 18 12:34:49 PM) 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters. and Put Ltmits on Enf"on.:cmcnt Oli"tccr!<- The Nc\\ York Times 

lung.'>. 

Investigators in the regional office in Denver, which handles many oil and 
gas cases, also sent out a 

administration based on 

QU .. illltities of hazardous air pollutants escape into the atmo0plwrc. The 
pollutants included benzene, v ... 'hich is a carcinogen, and nll'lh~me. which is a 

major contributor to climate change. The investigations escalalcd afLer 

workers at ~:nergy fa.cilili~ in North Dakota were overcome by fumes and 

died. 

As the Ohama administration came to a close, companies had grmvn 

increasingly unhappy with the tests and began to fight them by turning to 

allies in Washington. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/politics/po!lution-cpHcgu!ntions.html[ !/22120 18 12:34:,19 PM1 
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Under Trump. E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters. and Put Limits on Enl{)rccment OfHccrs- The New York Times 

Km:.ILCiu:b.9Jl, a subsidiary of Koch lnduotrics, which operated two petcoke 

storage facilities in Chica)\o, challenged the E.P.A.'s authority to require the 

tests in a formal filing with the agency, E.P.A. documents show, although it 

still provided the information the agency had requested. The test results 

showed that its peteoke piles were, in fact, and led to 

their J:l.'lllllllll. 

DOCUMENT 

Pruitt Moves to 
Curb E.P.A.'s 
Power to 
Demand 
Pollution Tests 
E.P.A. enforcement 
nationwide 
proYisions 
and Clean VVate1 Acb tktl 
enahle thPm to order 
potluten; to tPst their 
emission~ for legal 
Yio!ntions. ?vir. Pruitt. 

from tllenil 
has put 

on that power. 

Republicans in Congress, induding Senator .lames M. !nhofe of Oklahoma. 

took up the caui:ii: for the oil and gas industry. In public hearings, Mr. Inhofe 

interrogated E.P.A. officials about the tests and ealleclthem "a backdoor 

effort for the E.P.A. to cut grel'nhouse gas 1..'mission;~;.'· 

When Mr. Trump was elected and named ~'lr. Pruitt, the former Oklahoma 

attorney general, to lead the E.P.A., the complaints got a fresh and 

sympathetic hearing . .!.VIs. Shinkman, in an interview, said she was 

instructed to write the new policy memo after Mr. Pruitt received letters of 

complaint from oil industry executi\'CS in Nortlr Dakota and Colorado. Ms. 

Sbinkman, who joined the agerH .. ·y· in as an Obama administration 

appointee, retired from the E.P.A. in September; in its statement to The 

Times, the E.P.A. did not say whether the oil and gas industry had been a 

factor in its decision. 

Ron Ness, the president ol' the North Dakota Petroleum Council, wrote to 

Mr. Pruitt in March rleseribin)!, the tesh as burdensome and costly. 'Tinder 

the previous administration, tlw E.P.A. initiated sweeping Clean Air Act 

(CAA) Section 114 information req\tetJls and lhreal('n~d company-ending 

https://W\vw.nytimes.com/20 l7/l2/l Ofus/po!itics/po!lution-cpa-rcgulations.hunlf 1/22/20! R l2:3.J :49 PM] 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, ancl Put Limit~ on Enforcement Of!iccrs- The Nc\\ York Times 

sanctions." J}iL..l'iJ~,~S._WLlliC in a letter obtained tw The Times. 

In his response to Mr. Ness, 

best practices for the judicious use" of the requests. and also hand off much 

of the enforcement of air pollution laws to North Dakota officials, except on 

Indian lands where the federal government has jurisdiction. 

"The E.P.A. acknowledges the critical role that the oil and ga;.; industry plays 
in ensuring the nation's energy independence throui(h domestic energy 

production," Mr. Pruitt wrote to Mr. Ness in July. 

The change in North Dakota was part of a broader effort by the E.P.A. to 

give states more say in how to treat polluters. 

In akttcr to the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Edward Chu, 

the deputy administrator of the E.P.A.'s regional oftke in Kansas. said the 

agency would back off some inspection and enforcemcmt actidtv so the state 
could take the lead. ''These shifts in direction do rPpresent significant 

change," Mr. Chu wrote. 

Officials in North Dakota said the new arrangement there is leading to faster 
resolution of cases involving the oil ami gas induslly. 

"We are focused on compliance and fixes, not on big fines that arc trumped 
up," said .Jim Semerad, who leads the division of the North Dakota 
Department of Health that enforces air emissions rules. 

But some critics question the sincerity of Mr. Pruitt's deference to state 
authorities~ in part because il con1es as the Trump adn1inistn1tiou has 

proposed cutting grants that help states pay for local enforcement. And the 

vigilance of some states in taking on the new responsibilities is also 

uncertain. 

An llmlit by the E.P.A. inspector general in 2011 described North Dakota as 
"a state philosophically opposed to taking eoforcement action" against 

polluters. 

The state's fines, moreover, are a tiny fraction of those imposed by the 

E.P.A. for the same violations, records obtaiocd by The Times show, and 

some Nmth Dakota settlements do not require the hiring of independent 

https://www ,nytimes.com/2017 /12/1 0/us/politics/pollution-cpa-rcgulations.htmlll /2212018 12:34 :c.J9 PM J 
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Under Trump, EP.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Pol!utl!rs. amll'ut Limils on FiltOrt'cmcnt Officers· The New York Times 

inspectors to ensure companies honor their promises. 

In Ohio, a change in state law that was tucked into a budget hill thi~ year cut 

funding for an inspector in East U\·erpool, en~n as Ohi(l authorities found 

continued evidence of air pollution viobtions at the llvrltage Thermal 
incinerator, according to state records obtained by The Times. 

Qhio_.Emd.DllllllQniaLScnjct>.Loz!u.-:lr) 1 a trade gronp lhat represents 

Heritage Thermal and a handful of other hazardous \!o./aste companies, 

pushed for the change. The group said the facility would receive sufficient 

oversight without the dedicated state inspector. 

https://\IN;w,nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/pol!t!cs/pol!utinn·cpa-rcg:ulations htm![ I i22120 1 S ! 2:34:49 PM1 



792 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00058 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
57

6

Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and Put Limits on Enforcement Officers- The New York Times 

The changes across the country, son1e law:yers suggest, are gh~ing violators 

an upper hand in negotiating with the E.P.A. 

Paul Calamita, who represents cities accused of violating the Clean Water 

Act when they release sewage and contaminated storm water in to rivers and 

lakes, recommends that clients team up with stale governments to push 
back against the E.P.A. 

Under President Trump, Mr. Calamita said, the E.l'.A. and the Department 
of .Justice have been willing to compromise, withdrawing a six-figure penalty 

in one instance after refusing to do so in two previous rounds of negotiations 

during the Obama administration. 

"States with new Republican governors are following the Trump approach 

providing compliance assistance at the outset to avoid enforcement where 

the discharger is cooperative," he said 

from around the United States. "A state that pushes back on E.P.A. is likely 

to be successful." 

A Muscular Office Loses Muscle 

The E.P.A. under Mr. Pruitt has pursued some high-profile prosecutions of 

polluters and has talked tough about companies like Fiat Chrysler, which 

like Volkswagen has been accused of installing software on its vehicles 
meant to evade emissions standards. 

The agency's biggest civil case filed since Mr. Trump took oftlcc involves 
fu~illbil, which was accused of not properly o;wraling and monitoring 
industrial flares at its petrochemical facilities. Exxon agreed in October to 

pay $2.smillion in civil penalties, some of which will go to Louisiana, and 

spend $300 million to install new technology to reduce air pollution. 

The agency on Friday also released aJ.iHl of 21 Superfund sites contaminated 

with hazardous substances and pollutants that M.r. Pruitt has targeted for 

immediate and intense attention. One of the sites on the list, Tar Creek, a 

former lead and zinc mine, is in Oklahoma, where Mr. Pruitt once served as 

attorney general and state senator. 

But more than a dozen current and former F.P A. officials told The Times 
that the slowdown in enforcement is real on the ground, and that it is being 

directed from the top. 

https://www .nytimes.com/20 17 I 12/1 0/us/politicsipollution~epa~regu!ations.htm!!l 12212018 12:}4 :49 PM] 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and Put Limits on Enforcement Officers M The Ne\\ York Times 

At the Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building in Chicago, whiell houses a regional 

office ofthe E.P.A., employees said it has become difficull to even start a 
new investigation. Because it covers states populated witil Rust Belt 
industries, the Chicago ot1'ice has traditionally been 

li)~. 

An agency spokeswoman, in a statement, said "we have not rejected any 
requests for sampling, monitoring and testing" that were sent to 

headquarters as a result of the new policy. But agency staff said the memo 
made clear such requests were diseouraged, and many fewer were being 
drafted. 

,Jeff Trevino, a lawyer in the Chicago office, who has worted for the agency 

for 27 years, said the new hurdles imposed by Mr. Pruitt bad created "a 
Catch-22" because, with new policies effectively cliseoura1Y,ing requests for 
information, investigators will have a harder time getting the data needed to 
detect and confirm violations. 

Mr. Trevino, like other current E. P.A. employees, was not authorized bv the 
agency to speak with The Times, and did so as a member of the labor union. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 t 7/I 2/1 0/us/po! itics/po!lutimH:pa~regu!ations.htmlll/22/20 IS I 2:34:49 PM] 
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Un, J 1ump, E.I'.A. J 1 .. , :-..hll\<.:tl Actions Against !'olluto.:rs. and Put l.imib \ll1 !·.nforccmen! Officer~- rlw Nn\ York Times 

"\Ve are the boots on the ground and we just arc having a hard time nmv 

getting the information we rwcd to do our job," said Felicia Chase, who haB 
worked for nearly a decade as a \Yater pollution cnfinTcment officer in the 

Chicago office, whieh covers .stales from Minne~:ola to Ohio. She H·as also 

speaking in her eapacit~y as a union member. 

2\Is. Chase sat glumly in the cafeteria just before Thanksgiving. On a 

television set on the wall, President Trump could he seen offering an official 

pardon to a turkey, joking that he could not rcver::-;e Mr. Ohmna·s turkey 

pardons from the previous ~·car. 

Some workers said they vvnnld take the unusual .step of asking member.s of 

Congress to protect funding for \he v,tork they dn. \"1.-hlle olhers said they held 

out hope that the new restrictions on information gathering wonld not he 

pcrmancnt.1v1s. Shinkman, the retired author or llw May memo, said she 

had hoped to avoid a sharp drop in requests for information, bnl .she 

https:/1\\ \\·w.nytimes.com/2017/12/1 0/us/politics/pollution-cpa-regulations.html[ !!22/20 18 I 2:34:49 PMl 
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Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Po!lutt.'rs, and Pul Limits on Entlm:l.'tnl:llt Officers~ TheN~;;\\' York Times 

declined to elaborate how that would be possible. 

Mr. Czerniak, who led the air pollution unit in Chicago until his retirement 

in 2016, said it was hard to watch the agency struggle through this new era. 

"People at the agency are just being cautious, almost to the point of 

paralysis," he said. "They do not want to do anything for fear of being told 

they have done something wrong something the new administrator won't 

like." 

Eric Lipton reported from East LiverpooL Ohio: Chicago; and Wash;ngton, and Danielle 
Ivory from New York. Kitty Bennett contributed research 
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5 Chilling Ways Trump Has Declared War on the EPA 

By Jeremy Symons 

While running for president, , threatened to virtually eliminate the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA). leaving only "little tidbits." 

Scott Prllltt, Trump's EPA administrator, has been tasked with the job of tearing down the agency from 
within. This is the man who 14 times-with strong financial backing from companies 

seeking to weaken clean air and clean water standards-when serving as Oklahoma's Attorney 

General. 

https://v.ww.ecowutch.com/!rump·pmitHnw-on-epa-23280·19842.htm!f! /24/20! 8 l 0:33:22 AM] 
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5 Chi !ling Ways Trump Has Declared Wnr on the EPA 

The president has used to reassure the general public that critical environmental laws will 

continue to protect public health and he is now taking our country in a dangerous direction. 

Here are five ways he and Pruitt will go about weakening the agency responsible for keeping our air 

clean, drinking water safe and toxic chemicals from harming our families: 

1. Gut the EPA's Budget 

budget cuts are being proposed under the guise of fixing budget issues. 

In reality, the agency accounts for a mere two-tenths of one percent of federal spending. Any claim 

that major budget issues can be dealt with on the back of such a small sliver of the budget is 

Instead, the proposed budget cuts are to a narrow group of special interests and 

supporters who share Trump's disdain for the EPA because environmental regulations don't serve 

their agenda. 

2. Relax Enforcement Against Illegal Pollution 

Leaked budget documents show that Trump has already directed the EPA to curtail pollution

monitoring and get states "to assume more active enforcement roles." But this isn't about states' 

rights; it's merely a convenient cover for gutting federal enforcement responsibility without any 

assurance that states will pick up the slack. 

In fact, Pruitt took Oklahoma in the opposite direction as attorney general by 

environmental enforcement unit. 

the state's 

Meanwhile, delegating enforcement to states puts everyone at the mercy of neighboring states' 

enforcement. Almost every state has communities that are downwind or downstream from polluters 

across state boundaries. 

3. Roll Back Pollution Standards 

"The future ain't what it used to be at the EPA" Pruitt explained in a fiery speech to the Conservative 

Political Action Conference in Washington shortly after his contentious and narrow confirmation by the 

Senate. He went on to pledge he would "roll back the regulatory state." 

President Trump has already issued an Clean Water Act 

protections for American rivers and streams. With Pruitt now at his side, he is expected to next take 

aim at rolling back standards that reduce toxic emissions from cars and power plants. 

Trump says he is slashing federal clean air and water standards to ease what he calls "job-crushing 

regulations." Of course, increasing pollution does not grow the economy 

https://www.eco\vutch.com/trump-pruitt-war-on-cpa-2328049S42.html[l/2.112018 10:33:22 AM] 
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5 Chilling Ways Trump Has Declared War on the EPA 

Trump Orders EPA to Dismantle Clean Water Rule https://t.co/tE9jGaekpl @Earthjustice 
@earthisland 

- EcoWatch (@EcoWatch) 1488405627 0 

4. Use Misinformation to Justify Political Agenda 

During his confirmation hearing, Pruitt ran away from his anti-environmental record and assured 

that he was "concerned" about pollution contributing to that mercury "should 

be regulated" and that ground-level ozone is "a dangerous pollutant" 

Once he had been confirmed as EPA administrator, 

already a ready partner to Trump when it comes to 

change. 

and denying climate 

Political interference in science will come in many forms, but the most dangerous may be an effort to 

permanently meddle with the EPA's scientific capacity under the guise of "reforming" the scientific 

process. Such meddling is a top Trump transition goal. according to the head of Trump's 

EPA transition team. 

Ebell makes no bones about it: The objective, 

capacity to bounce back under future presidents. 

5. Surrender to Allow "Sue and Pollute" Lawsuits 

is to permanently cripple the agency's 

We expect Pruitt and U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions to take up a new practice of surrendering to 

"sue and pollute" lawsuits in court. That would abandon the legal defense of EPA rules agains: suits 

brought by some polluters who would rather fight in court than invest in cleaner technology. 

Pruitt may even take the unprecedented step to refuse to recuse himself from overseeing decisions 

about lawsuit<; that he himself brought against the EPA as Oklahoma's attorney general-conveniently 

switching sides from plaintiff to defendant 

The question now is how Pruitt and Trump will contend with growing opposition as they walk the 

tightrope between for the EPA's mission while serving the narrow interestc of 

those who want to permanently weaken the agency. 

If we remain vigilant and demand accountability from our elected officials, we can make every step 

they take along that tightrope more strenuous than the last. 

https://\vv.w.ecowatch.com/trump-pmltt-war-<.11Hopn-2328049S·!2.htm![ I /2.1/2018 ! 0:33:22 AM} 
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ENERGY STAR by the Numbers I About ENERGY STAR i ENERGY STAR 

energy dfic\ent new homes 

Home »About ENERGY STAR 

About ENERGY ST!-\R 

Major Milestones EPA's Role 

Publications & Resources 

ENERGY STAR by the Numbers 

ENERGY STAR® IS the government-backed symbol for energy efficiency providmg simple, credible, and 

unbiased information that consumers ard bus1nesses rely on to make well-Informed deciSions Thousands of 

industrial, commercia!, utility, state. and local orgamzat!Ons--mcludmg mors; than 40 percent of the For1une 

500®---rely on their partnership w1th the US Enwonmental Protect:on Agency (EPA) to del:ver cost-savmg 

energy efficiency solutions Together_ smce 1992. ENERGY STAR and !tS pc1•·tners have helpe.:d save 

American families and businesses $430 biH1on-wh1le also ach1ev111g broad em1ssions reductJOns--all through 

voluntary action 

Program-wide facts 

In 2015 alone, ENERGY STAR certified products, homes, buildings, and plants helped Americans 

save 503 billion kWh of energy and S34 bil11on' m energy costs wiHif.' ach1evmg broad emiSSions 

reductions- indudmg 314 m1lhon metnc tons of greenhouse gas eJ\liSSIOns 

Pnnt as PDF (PDF, 
1.7MB) 

• Since 1992. ENERGY STAR and 1ts pmtners have saved 1\mer.can fJmlhes and busrnesses $430 billion~ in energy CO<;ts and 4 G 

tnllion kWh of energy. while ad~:8vmg broad emiSSIOn reduciJons-~<'Jdudmg 2 8 bi:l:on rnetnc tons of greenhouse gas emissions 

More than 90% of Amencan housenolds recognve the E.NEF;:GY ~;·1111~ 1 

As of 2016, thousands ot mdustnal. commerc;al, state local Olgt1WZations--inc:uding more than 40% of the Fortune 500-

rely on thetr partnership WIHl EPA to schawe fmane~al and srw,ngs 

Nearly 700 utiht1es-servmg roughly 851% of Amencan households --·leveraged ENERGY STAR in their efficiency programs in 

2016 

Nearly 290,000 Amencan workers are involved m the manufacture of ENERGY STAR cert1f1ed products and building materials, as 

of 20162 

ENERGY STAR products 

ENERGY STAR cert!f1ed products he!ped consumers sa.ve 

cost savings of $246 billion smce 1982 • 

m energy costs Hl ::01S. contributing to cumulative energy 

By choosing ENERGY STAR. a typ1col household can save abowt $575 on their energy bills and still enjoy the quality and 

performance they expect 5 

Americans purchased more than 300 mi!ilon ENERGY STAR certlfted products m 2015. for a cumulative total exceeding 5.5 bll!ion 

https://w\vw.energystar.gov/about/origins_ mission/cnt'rg.) "swr .. munbcrs[ I /12/2018 12:26:28 PM] 
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ENERGY STAR by the Numbers I About ENERGY S'IAR i ENERGY STAR 

pro0ucts (excluding purchases of light bulbs) 

About three-fourths of U.S_ households report the ENERGY STAR label as mfluentlalm the1r purchasing dec1s1ons. 1 

EPA sets definitions of eff1c1ency leadership for more than 75 reSid-ential and cornmcrcJal product categones Currently 50,000 

p:ucuct models have earned the ENERGY STAR basr:d these ngorous cntcna 

The estimated annual market value of ENERGY STAR product sales IS more than $100 bi!lton 

Mo··e than 2,000 product models frorn more than 130 rmmufacturms were recogmz0d as ENERGY STAR Most Efficient" in 2016 

BO'/c, of purchasers would recommend ENERGY STAR products ton fnend. 1 

ENERGY STAR for commercial buildings 

The ENERGY STAR progro.m for commercio.l buildings helped busmesses and organ:zations save $7.8 billiOn in energy costs in 

2015, contributing to cumulative energy cost sav1ngs of S !44 billion s1nce 1992 

By the end of 2016, nearly 500,000 properties-repre~~''llmg about 50% of the nation·s commercial bu!ldmg floor space--have 

used EPA's ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager® tool !o measure. track. assess. and repNt on the1r energy and water 

consumplton 

• As of the end of 2016. 23 local governments and tv.ro st8tes rely on EPA's ENERGY STAH Portfolio Manager® tool as the 

fourtrlation for their ";nerc1V 

On average, ENERGY STAR certified bUildings use 35'\{, IC'ss energy than typtcal bwld1ngs 'lat1onw1de 

More than 7,500 buildings earned the ENERGY STAR 111 20'16, brmgmg the total to 29 500 

Lf'drn more about 

ENERGY STAR for industrial plants 

• The ENERGY STAR program for rndustnal plants helped businesses save $2 6 b11i10n 1n energy costs 1n 2015, contributing to 

cumulative energy cosl savmgs of $37 b1l11on since 19;12 

• As of 2016, 30 diverse 1ndustnal sectors work with EN[T1.GY STAR to strategically manage the1r energy use, from cookie and 

cracker bakenes and pharmaceutiC-<JI plonts tD mtegratf:d steel m1lls and petroleum refineries 

87 tndustnal plants earned the ENERGY STAR m 20 I" 

46 industnal plants achieved energy use reduchons m tile 2016 ENERGY STAR Cho.l!enga for lndustry campaign 

Le<Jm more about ENERGY 

ENERGY STAR for new homes 

The ENERGY STAR certified new homes program he!ped homeowners save $160 IT\I!Iion 111 energy costs in 2015, contributing to 

cumulative energy cost savings of S2 5 billion since 1s:l92 • 

By choosing an ENERGY STAR cerhf1ed home_ home0wners can so.ve up to 30'% on the1r energy bills. wh1le enjoying better 

quality. performance. and comfort 

• !n 2016, more than 92,000 ENERGY STAR certified new homes were bu1lt. bnngmg the tot;:;l to 1 7 million since 1995 

As of2016, 88% of the nation's top homebuilders build ENERGY SIAR c-ertified homes 

• One out of every 10 homes bUilt in 2015 was ENERGY STAt\ certified 

Learn 

References 

1 National Awareness of ENERGY STJ\R2il for 201G Analys'" of 2016 CEE Household Survey, rPA Office of i'l.lr and Radiation. Climate 

Protectwn Partnerships DIVIsion. 2017 ' 

U.S. Energy and Employment Report. US Depmtment of [nerqv, 2017 

https://1.1.>Yw.energvstar.gov/aboutJoriJ?:ins mission/cncrgv star numbersfl/2212018 12:26:28 PM! 
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ENERGY STAR by the Numbers I About ENERGY STAR! E01ERCiY STAR 

3 The 2016 State Cner.gy Efftcicncy Scorecard ACEEE 2016 

4 Benchmarking and Disclosure LPssons from Leadmg Citl8s 

(lmk b extemai) 

t-rhe majority of data Cited 1n !his report ts !rom 2(1"16 In cases wl\ett' 2016 UClt:lts not yet availabl8, 2015 data is used. All instances are noted as 

such 

*Estimated energy cost savmgs represent !h<; pw:;cnt volue of net energy cost scJVmgs, calculnted by iakmq the dtfference between total energy bill 

savings and the incremental addilionaltnvpstrnent :n onergy"efftC!ent technckKi'· s 31\d services 

Vtew techmcai notes (PDF. 110 KB) 

https:/lw>'<W.energystar.gov/ubout/origins_ missionl._:n~rgy _s1ar_ numbcrsll 122 '201 $ 12' !{) 28 PMl 
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I lm\ Can Sctltt Pnutt Defend Drastic Cuts to EPA's Budget? I NRDC 

f '# 

How Can Scott Pruitt Defend Drastic 
Cuts to EPA's Budget? 

\·V111 

keep 

Budget cuts could cripple critical programs. 

https: I i\\ W\\- .nrdc .org !experts/how-can-scott -ptu itt -de fend-drastic-cuts-epa~-budget( 1/2 4/20 18 I 0: 3 5: 25 AM 1 
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1!01~ Can Scott Pruitt Defend Drastic Cuts to EPA's Budget? 1 NRDC 

Pruitt and public health. 

The effectiveness of Superfund cleanups is in jeopardy. 

http::;:!/ www .nrdc .org/ cxpcr1st110w~can~scott ~pruitt -de fend-drast ic-cuts-cpas-bud gctf 1/2 4/20 18 1 0: 3 5: 25 AM 1 
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llov. Can Scott Pmitt Defend Drastic Cuts to EPA's Hudget? I NRDC 

funding the Superfund program. cuttmg $330 m1H1on from the 

\Nlth many sites w1th p!ans in place and w-aiting to be funded Pru1tt 

communities !'lOw much ion~)ef they will to wait to be free of the tox1cs in their community 

why he's not pushed for the reinstatement of the Superfund tax 

Climate work would be rolled back by Pruitt 

of climaie IS documented and this budget 

basrc research to voluntary partnership programs 

and energy eff1ciency. \t..'ou!d be eliminated in this budget EPA'·s 

tloe Montreal Protocol Multrlateral Fund. which helps the world combat HFC super 

eliminated 

Clean water is under threat from Trump. 

he'll commit that Americans· drinking \Vater safety won't get worse he 

Act protections 

28 setting in to e!irn!nate Obarna-era 

which 1 rni!l\(Jn their dnnking water Morrr 

Pruitt's "Back to Basics" agenda clashes with Trump's agenda to cut state funding. 

promoted 

But Lf-Jafs w:thout 

wt!l seek to turn power back to the states in h1s 'Back to basics 

new flmding 

Trump's EPi\ budsJe! proposal from $1.08 billion 

mrllron, or 45% grants help statE~s carry out federal requirements includrng toxic substance 

nnhm:"PrrrPrlt and brownfield inspections Some spending items have been 

https://\\WW.nrdc_org/expcrts/how~cun·scott·pmitt·dc!end·drastic·cuts~epas·budget[l/24/2018 10:35:25 AMl 
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Ho\\ Cim Scott Pruitt Defend Drastic CuL'J to EPA's Budget? I NRDC 

eliminated. such as beach protection_ radon monitorinq and lead 

also for alrnost a state-level programs to 

ecosystems such as the Chesapeake Bay< the Great 

lake Pontchartrain and Pugct Sound 

the Gulf Mex1co 

Pruitt's "Back to Basics" promotes fossil fuels over public health. 

mme as backdrop, Pruitt announced his 

on 

providing safe drinking water. 

EP1\ administrators, including two Republicans. contend the EPAs mission 

\Nhitman. Gt::;orge \f'.J Bush's first EP!\ administrator told Politlco 

for human health. Water pol!ution JS a huge issue and very important Bnd you 

not the on!y issue. Air is an 1ssue too. Even if you don't want to belleve 1n 

be1Jeve that carbon and mercury not [JOOd for you 

Moves by Trump and Pruitt will lead to more air pollution. 

succeeds 111 changing or de!aytng water po!!ution standords for power 

sets the stage for more emissions of arsenic, mercury. !ead. and other tox1ns 

:ncldences of cancer or !oss of !0 in exposed people. 

The Trump budget could upend an American success story launched by a 
Republican president 45 years ago. 

EPA averts tens of thousands of premature deaths and hundreds of 

bronchitis cases and other illnesses-.. every year. its made waters 

and drinking. It has cut a1r pollution that makes us sick and contributes 

our economy has rnore tripled in size. proving envwonmenta! 

bttps:iiw\V\\'.nrdc.org/experts/how-cmNcott-pruilt-defend-drastic-cuts-cpas-buUge1[li24/2018 10:35:25 AM) 
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Comment of Former Commissioners, Secretaries and Directors 
of State Environmental Agencies on HR 3354 

November 22, 2017 

Several months ago, we and other former colleagues signed a Statement expressing significant 

concerns with the President's proposed FY' 18 Budget tor the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), The Pn,,sident's Budget would have reduced EPA's fi.mding by 3! percent, and state grant 
funding by almost 45 percent (See Attachment). In mid-September. the U.S. House of 

Representatives approved HR 3354, which maintains current funding levels for state grant 

programs. but reduces EPA's budget by $650 million, including a 27 percent cut to EPA's core 

environmental programs and a 16 percent cut to its science and technology programs. ln the next 

fevv weeks. the U.S. Senate may take up the EPA Budget With this in mind, we thought an updale 

to our Statement was necessary to offer comment on HR 3354. [n that regard. we applaud the 
House for rejecting cuts to existing state health and environmental protection e!l(\rts but express 

concern vvith the proposed reductions to the underlying media (air, water, !and). and science and 

technology support programs. Our experience informs us underfunding these core programs 
will have adverse impacts on the states' ability to protect human health and the environment and 
result in an imbalanced federal/state partnership on environmental matters. 

noted in the attached Statement, federal environmental laws arc based on the principle of 

cooperative federalism, with Congress anticipating defined roles under the laws for both the EPA 

and the states. In broad terms, the states receive funding to administer the laws on a day-to-day 

basis while EPA is charged with setting minimum, nationwide protection standards and monitoring 

state p<.,rfonnance. To maintain a balanced federal/state partnership requires sufficient funding for 
both the EPA and the states. Providing insuft1cient funding to either EPA or the states can 

compromise the overall eflectivencss ofthe federal environmental safety net. 

Through its core environmental programs. EPA supplements state budget and technical capacities 
by providing assistance to the states in myriad fundamental and essential ways. This help includes 
EPA program oversight to guarantee that states apply national pollution standards fairly and 

consistently. ensuring a level playing Held for all states with no one state gaining an economic 
advantage ov.:r another. EPA also serves as a regulatory backstop to achieving compliance 1.vhere 
a state lacks the capacity to respond to complex mu!li-state and multi-facility pollution problems. 
In addition. the states depend on EPA's resources and capabilities in responding to extreme 
weather events and catastrophes. The states ll1rthermore rely on EPA's ability to provide scientific 

and technical assistance and guidance on emission and discharge standards, testing and monitoring 

methods. emission control and remediation systems. and pollution prevention and best 
management practices. 

These are just a tew examples ofhow the public benefits from a balanced EPAistate environmental 

partnership. !n the next few weeks, the U.S. Senate wilt consider FY'!S funding for the EPA. In 

1 
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passing HR 3354 the House appropriately rejected the President's proposed EPA budget and 

maintained level grant funding J(lf the states. However, as former slate environmental officials. 

have concerns with HR 3354. first, as discussed above. we are concerned with the proposed cuts 

to EPA's base operating programs and the associated negative impacts to state environmental 

protection etTotis. Second, EPA's intended rebalancing of the federa!istate partnership will result 

the states assuming greater regulatory responsibilities. !fthe states are expected to do more, then 

more resources must be directed to the states. With this in mind, we urge the Senate to restore 

ll.mding l(x the EPA core public health and environmental programs. and provide full funding to 

cover existing and anticipated state program responsibilities. 

The opinions contained in this Comment are personal opinions of the signatories. 

Steve Chester, Director Mike LinJer, Director Matt Frank, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (2007-
20!0) 

)>>nn<tln<Pinl Of 

(2003-20 l 0) ( 1999-20 13) 

Tom 
Director. of Environment 
Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment ( 1987-1997) 

Daniel C. Esty, Commissioner 

Cmmccticm Depmiment of Energy and 

Environmental Protection (20 11-2014) 

2 

Bruce Anderson. Director 
Hawaii Department of Health ( 1999-2002) 

Dircdor l()r Environmental Health. 
Dcpatiment of Health ( 1987-1998) 

Gary Gill 
Deputy Director Environmental Health. 

Hawaii Department of Health ( !998-·2002, 
2011-2015) 
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Lau 
Deputy Director lor Environmental Health. 

Hawaii Department of Health (2003-20 I 0) 

Toni Hardesty. Director 

Idaho Department of Environmental 

Quality (2004-2012) 

Mary Gade, Director 
Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency ( !991-!999) 

Wayne Gieselman, Division Administrator 
Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources (2002-20 l) 

Ronald F. Hammerschmidt, Ph.D. 
Director. Division of Environment 
Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment ( !995-2008) 

Kai Midboc. Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Environmental 

Quality (!992-1994) 

3 

Charles Fox. Secretary 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
(200 1-2003) 

Assistant Secretary, Maryland Department 
ofthe Environment (1995-1997) 

Shari Wilson, Secretary 

Maryland Department of Environment 

(2007-20 l 0) 

Robert W. Go!ledge, Jr. 

Se<:retary. Massachusetts Executive Office 

of Environmental Affairs (2006-2007) 

Commissioner, Massachusetts Department 

of Environmental Protection (2003-2006) 

Ken Kimmell, Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection (20 ll-20 14) 

David Cash, Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection (20 14-20 15) 
Massachusetts Department 

of Public Utilities (20 ll-20 14) 
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Mark Templeton. Director 
Missouri Department of Natural 

Resources (2009-20 I 0) 

Richard Opper, Direclor 
l'vlontana Department of Environmental 

Quality (2005-20 12) 

Bradley Campbell, Commissioner 
New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection (2002-2006) 

Denise Fort, Director 
New Mexico Environmental Improvement 

Division ( !984-!986) 

t \ 

Holman, Secretary 
North Carolina Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (1999-200 I) 

4 

William Ross, Secretary, North Carolina 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (2001-2009) 

Interim Secretary, North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(January 3-17. 20 !7) 

Dee Freeman. Secretary 
North Carolina Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (2009-20 13) 

Stephanie Hallock, Director 
Oregon Department of Environmental 

Quality (2000-2007) 

Dick Pedersen, Director 
Oregon Department of Environmental 

Quality (2008-2016) 

James Seit: Secretary 
Pennsylvania lPn:Jrt;m"'"1 of Environmental 

Protection 
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Hanger. Secretary 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (2008-20 I) 

John Quigley. Secretary 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (20 15-20 J 6) 

Paul Sloan, Deputy Commissioner and 
Director of the Bureau of Environment 
·rennessee Department of 

Environmental Conservation (2005-20 l!) 

Scott Johnstone, Secretary 
V crmont Agency of Natural Resources 

(2000-2003) 

Chris Recchia. Deputy Secretary 
Vermont Agency ofNatural Resnurccs 
(20 ll-20 12) 
Commissioner, Vermont Department 

Environmental Conservation ( !997-2003) 

5 

Deborah Markowitz. Secretary 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 

(201!-2017) 

Trey Martin. Assistant Secretary 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
(20 !5-20 16) 

George Meyer. Sl',rre,tm·v 

Wisconsin Department ofNatura! Resources 
(! 993-200 I) 

Scott Hassett, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(2003-2007) 
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Prior Statement Former Secretaries and Directors 
Dated May 2017 additions June 5, 2017 and .June 
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Statement by Former Commissioners, Secretaries and Directors of State Environmental 
Agencies on ihe President's Proposed FY'l8 Budget for EPA 

May 24, 20l7 

We are f(ll'mcr Commissioners, Secretaries and Directors of state environmental protection 
agencies. We have worked tor both Republican and Democratic Governors, We've come together 
to express our protound concern with the President's proposed Fiscal Year 2018 Budget IC1r the 
U 5. Environ mental Protection Agency (EPA). The White House Budget would reduce the EPA· s 
funding by 31 percent and cut state grant Jlmding by almost 45 percent The includes 
cutting EPA staff by 3200, and would result in similar harsh employee reductions for states. These 
cuts go too far, and will imperil EPA and state efforts to protect human health and the environment 

Federal environmental laws arc based on the principle of cooperative federalism with both the 
EPA and the states having dctlned roles and responsibilities. Jn broad terms, the EPA is responsible 
for setting minimum. nationwide protection standards, conducting oversight of state agency 
activities in meeting these standards. and addressing matters that are uniquely national in scope 
and signiticance. Tbe states are delegated the responsibility to operate the vast majority offedera! 
environmental programs, to prepare plans and write rules to meet program requirements, and to 
issue pollution control permits to businesses and other regulated operations within their 
jurisdictions, To operate the federal environmental programs, the states are provided federal funds 
referred to state ··categorical Grants." These grants. on average, make up about 27 to 30 percent 
of state environmental agency budgets. 

The President's proposed Budget would reduce state funding support to historically low levels. 
This would occur at the very same time that the Administration is looking to the states to assume 
greater responsibilities under the nation's environmental laws. Yet, it is difficult to imagine how 
requiring the states to do more with substantially fewer dollars will achieve this goaL In tact, ifthe 
President's Budget is approved, the following negative outcomes, among others, can be expected: 

lacking t[mds to meet payroll, many states may have little choice but to lay off significant 
m1mbers of staff: 

• businesses will cxp,~ricnce lengthy delays in obtaining permits, necessary approvals and 
regulatory interpretations required for jobs growth and economic development: 

• voluntary cleanup eft()rts and redevelopment of contaminated properties will languish 
without necessary federal and state staff time to review cleanup plans. at the very time 
communities are striving to revitalize their economies; 

stale environmental agencies may discontinue operating certain environmental programs 
and return them to the EPA to administer: 

1 
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a disruption in the continuity of federal and state environmental programs will lead to 

uncertainty which is detrimental to sound business planning; 

states will not have the resources to timely respond to public complaints and emergencies. 

and public health will be compromised; 

• states will lack the capacity to maintain air and water monitoring networks and data bases 

relied on by both the public and the business community; and 

• third party litigation will increase as advocacy groups lose confidence in federal and state 

actions to protect the environment. 

As former state public ofJicials, each one of us has had our differences and frustrations with the 

EPA. Despite our disagreements, however. we believe a balanced partnership between the EPA 

and state environmental agencies best serves the public's interest. The national organization of 

state environmental agencies, the Environmental Council of States, continually strives to achieve 

a balanced federal-state relationship. The President's Budget makes that balance unattainable. 

Both the EPA and the states have legitimate roles and responsibilities under the environmental 

laws of our nation. Congress has long recognized that the states are best situated to operate most 

federal environmental programs, while the EPA is best suited to monitoring state p.:rt(mnance and 

assuring national pollution standards are applied fairly and consistently by all states with no one 

state gaining an economic advantage over another. 

In the following months. Congress will debate next year's funding for the EPA and. by extension. 

the states. \Ve urge Congress to reject the severe and unprecedented cuts included in the President's 

FY' 18 EPA Budget. If adopted by Congress, these cuts will undermine the ability ofthe EPA and 

states to protect human health and the environment and will hamper business planning. We ask 

Congress to avoid this outcome and provide the EPA and the states with the t\.mding essential to 

ensuring all Americans have access to and the enjoyment of clean clean water and clean land. 

The opinions contained in this Statement are personal opinions ofthe authors. 

Steve Chester, Director 
Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (2003-20 l 0) 

Mike Linder. Director 
Nebraska Department of Env iromncntal 

Quality ( 1999-20 13) 

2 

Matt Frank. Secretary 
Wisc:onsin Department of Natural 

Resources (2007-20 l 0) 

Teresa Marks, Director 
Arkansas Depm1men1 of Environmental 

Quality (2007-20 !4) 



815 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00081 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
59

9

Tom Looby 
Director, Office of Environment 
Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment ( 1987-!997) 

Mary Gade, Director 
Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency (1991-1999) 

Lori Kaplan, Commissioner 
Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management ( 1999-2005) 

Wayne Gieselman, Division AdministratOr 
Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources {2002-20! ! ) 

Ronald F, Hammerschmidt Ph.D. 
Director, Division of Environment 
Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment ( 1995-2008) 

Mark Templeton. Director 
Missouri Department of Natural 

Resources (2009-20 1 0) 

3 

Leanne Tippett Mosby 
Director. Division of Environmental 

Quality (2009-20 I 2012-20 16) 
Deputy Director, Operations (2011-2012) 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources 

Richard Opper. Director 
Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality (2005-2012) 

William Ross, Secretary, North Carolina 
Department of Environment and Natura! 
Resources (200 1-2009) 

!ntt,rim Secretary, North Carolina 
Depmiment of Environmental Quality 
(January 3-17, 20 17) 

Joseph P. Koncclik, Director 
Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency (2005-2006) 

John Hanger, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (2008-20 ll) 
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Robert King, Jr, 

Deputy Directm for Environment 
South Carolina Department of Health and 

Environmental Control (2004-20! 2) 

Pmll Sloan, Deputy Commissioner and 
Director ofthe Bureau of Environment 
Tennessee Department of 

Environmental Conservation (2005-20 ll) 

4 
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Additional Signatories 
Juue 5, 2017 

Daniel C. Esty. Commissioner 
Connecticut Department and 

Environmental Protection (20 ll-20 14) 

Toni Hardesty, Director 
Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality (2004-20 !2) 

Shari Wilson. Secretary 

Maryland Department of Environment 
(2007-20 l 0) 

Robert W. Gol!cclge. Jr. 
Secretary. Massachusetts Executive Office 

of Environmental Affairs (2006-2007) 

Commissioner. Massachusetts Department 

of Environmental Protection (2003-2006) 

5 

l \~-

Bill Holman. Secretary 
North Carolina Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources ( !999-200 l) 

Dick Pedersen. Director 
Oregon Department of Environmental 

Quality (2008-20 !6) 
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Additional Signatories 
,hme 30, 2017 

Carol Couch, Director 
Georgia Environmental Protection 

Division (2003-2009) 

Bruce Anderson, Director 
Hawaii of Health (1999-2002) 
Deputy for Environmentalllca!th, 

Hawaii Department of Health(! 987-!998) 

Director for Environmental Health, 
Department of Health (1998-2002, 

2011-2015) 

Deputy Director for f'n,vn·nnn 

Hawaii Department of Health (2003-20!0) 

Kai Midboe, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality (1992-1994) 

Charles fox, Secretary 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
(200 l-2003) 

Assistant Secretary, Maryland Department 
ofthe Environment (!995-!997) 

1 Governor was (ln Independent. 

6 

David Cash. Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection (20 !4-20 15) 

Ken KimmelL Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection (20! 1-2014) 

Bradley CampbelL Commissioner 
New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection (2002-2006) 

Dee Freeman, Secretary 
North Carolina Department of Environment 

and Natural Rcsomces (2009-20 !3) 

Stephanie Hallock. Director 
Oregon Department of Environmental 

Quality (2000-2007) 

Denise Fort, Director 
New Mexico Environmental Improvement 

Division(! 984-1986) 
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Hess, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (200 l-2003) 

John Quigley, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (20 15-20 16) 

James Seif, ,,,,,,.e~;ny 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection ( 1995-200 I) 

Commissioner!Dcputy 
Commissioner, Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation (2006-20 13) 

Deputy Secretary, Vemwnt Agency of 
Natural Resources (2013-2014) 

Scott Johnstone, Secretary 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 

(2000-2003) 

Deborah Markowitz, Secretary 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
(2011-2017) 

7 

Trey !V1artin, Assistant Secretary 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 

(20 !5-20 !6) 

Chris Recchia, Deputy Secretary 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
(2011-2012) 
Commissioner, Vermont Department of 

Environmental Conservation ( !997-2003) 

Scott llassctt, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(2003-2007) 

George Meyer, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

( 1993-200 I) 
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Snmc CJOI' Lxwmakcrs Push Oack Against EPA Cuts 

Polllic:--

Some GOP Lawmakers Push Back Against EPA 
Cuts 
Decimating environmental agency could hurt-- even in Trump country 

Stcph3nlc Akin 

Po~tcJ Apr4. 2017 5:0-1- AiV1 

i\s President Donald Trump introduces a series of budget cuts and regulatory rollbacks that would 

cripple the Environmental Protection Agency, he faces one unpredictable obstacle: resistance fi·om 

fellow Republicans. 

J\ small but vocal number of GOP lawmakers have rallied in support of popular programs in their 

districts. including clean water programs in the Great Lakes and the Chesapeake Ray. that are among the 

biggest losers in the budget Trump proposed to Congress last month. 

·Tm not one who says, 'Get rid oft he EP i\. abolish the EPA .... said Scott Tm lor, a Virginia House 

ll·cshman who has called for level funding f(rr the Chesapeake Bay Program- a stance that could can}· 

extra weight because he sern:-s on the Appropriations Committee. •·J believe you have to have someone 

httr:l/www.rollcal!.comlncws/gop-!awmakers-environmental-protection-agency[I/22/2018 12:05:52 PM] 
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Some GOP Lmmakcrs Push Back Against EPA Cuts 

\\ ho is administering reasonable. responsible regulations to protect our environment." 

Such statements stand in stark contrast to Trump's campaign promise to "get rid the EPA by slashing 

stan~ closing regional oHices and rol1ing back environmental regulations- an idea that many 

Republicans have peddled l(lr years. 

They otTer one example of a slew of disagreements within the GOP over the core principles represented 

b; the Trump spending plans f(n· fiscal years 2017 and 2018. which propose to populm 

domestic programs in order to pay for increases in the defense budget At the EPA. roughly 3.200 

positions 11 ould be diminatcd- about a fifth of the agency's work fi:>rce along with 50 programs. 

Congressional appropriators from both parties have panned Trump's request, pointing out that they 

not the president- are the ones who determine the final budget. But environmental advocates arc 

nonetheless concerned that with so many cuts proposed, some will almost certainly stick. 

"[can't imagine that Congress is going to go along with these cuts." said Bill Becker. executive director 

of the National Association of Clean Air Agencies. l-Ie pointed out that the conservative argument that 

em ironmcntal regulations should be left to the states is also belied by a from the 

administration that called f(lr a 30 percent cut to state grants. '"My fear is that the administration has just 

thrown slop at the wall and some of it will remain," Becker said. 

Moderate GOP members or those with environmental problems in their home districts have so far been 

the most vocal opponents of Trump's proposed EPA cuts. But Adrian Gray, a right-leaning political 

consultant who worked for the George W. Bush administration and the Republican National Committee, 

said many more could have reason to be concerned. 

I lis research sho\vs that. across the country. GOP voters care ahout cnviromncntal issues. That's one 

reason major environmcmal actions such as the creation of the EPA and the Clean Air Act of 1970 

happened under '- i."•n, a Republican president he said. 

Many Republicans are also strongly opposed to cuts to environmental programs- including in regions 

considered "Trump country." Gray said. 

"If they're distributed across enough districts to make it matter, that's the big question;' he said. "That's 

the ma1h we're trying to work on novv:' 

A survey Gray conducted in late March in regions that Trump carried last fall showed that 70 percent of 

voters said climate change is a "'very~) or '·somcvvhat" serious problem. 

Of the 58 percent of voters who had heard of Trump's efforts to reduce environmental regulations. 51 

httr:/hxww.rollca!l.com/ncws/gop~Jawmakers·environmental·protection~agency[ 1!22/2018 12:05:52 PM j 
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Some GOP Lawmakers Push Back Against EPA Cuts 

percent said it had lowered their opinion of the administration. And while 26 percent said they wanted a 

rollback on protections that have "become a burden on manufacturing jobs,'' 66 percent said they wanted 

··environmental protections'' to remain in place. 

Typically. voters don't base their decisions at the ballot box on environmental issues. Gray said. But if a 

piece of legislation puts the topic in the national spotlight or if there is an environmental catastrophe 

such as an oil spill or a destructive storm~ that could change quickly, he said. 

"Then it's a whole new ball game for Republicans, and they're probably looking at some real costs. not 

just to a couple of members who have a thorn in their side~ some real political costs," Gray said. 

For now. members in coastal regions. areas where the economy is tied to the outdoors, or regions with a 

large block of evangelical voters who believe it's ''their duty to protect God's earth,'' are hound to suffer 

the most if voters feel their party has abandoned the environment. Gray said. 

Ready to pounce 

But environmental advocates, sensing a potential line of attack. arc ready to pounce on anyone who stays 

silent on the cuts. 

"Our allies. who have stood up against efforts to roll hack the EPA, are invigorated for this light because 

they recognize that it's a huge ovcrTeach to go after the people who are keeping our air clean and our 

water safe," said Jeremy Symons. an associate vice president at the Environmental Defense Fund. 

"Anyone who supports this budget will be vulnerable to attacks that this budget puts polluters ahead of 

children's health." 

So it's no wonder that, as news circulated about Trump's budget proposal. the bipat1isan 

added a handful of new GOP members·- expanding to 34 members. half of whom arc 

Republican. according to the group's charter. Five Republicans joined 12 Democrats to sign a letter to 

rrump staling their support for a program devoted to cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay. And seven 

Republicans were among 20 signatories of a similar letter about the Great Lakes. 

http:/ /\v\vw .ro! !call .com/news/ gop~lawmakcrs-environrnental-protection-agency[ l/22/20 18 12:05 :52 PMl 
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Some GOP ! .awmakcrs Push Back Against EPA Cuts 

The latter two programs arc slated to be eliminated under Trump's budget proposaL but they have 

received such an outpouring of bipartisan support that advocates believe they will be spared. 

"If you are from this region, you are connected to the Chesapeake Bay, and there's a very strong 

appreciation for the value that the Chesapeake Bay brings to the area," said Kim Coble, a vice president 

at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. "The tricky part is. there are so many cuts. and so many budget items 

that have been zeroed out that Congress will have a tough time prioritizing all the money and w-here it 

needs to go.·· 

Among the most vocal opponents of the cuts is Republican Rep. Carlos Curbelo. the co-founder of the 

Climate Solutions Caucus. whose South Florida district is threatened by rising sea waters and includes 

the Everglades. 

·'f'm very contident an overwhelming mqjority of the Republicans are going to get on the record against 

these types of proposed cuts." he told Em ironment and En erg) Publishing last month. 

Republican R' an:\. Costc•llo. whose Pennsylvania district was ean·ied by llillary Clintt>ll last fall. issued 

a statement calling Trump's proposed environmental cuts ·•unacceptable." 

Other members have been more selective about their criticism. 

http://www.ro!lca!l.com/news/gop·lawmakers·environmental·protection·agency[l/22/2018 12:05:52 PM] 
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Some GOP Lmmakers Push flack Against EPA Cuts 

Rep. \hl<'lcm1ar was one of the signatories of the Great Lakes letter. The Michigan Republican has 

criticized the EPA for regulatory "overreach." and came outlast week in suppon of Trump's executive 

order that would roll back President Barack ( lbamu's efforts to curb global warming. 

But when a group of Great Lakes advocates made an in-person appeal in his office recently. he expressed 

his ~upport in no uncertain tenns. 

"I'm g\ling to be an advocate for this," he told them. 

! lis wife grew up on Lake Michigan, he said. He vacations there. And he said he knows how important 

tourism is 10 the region's economy. 

A local issue? 

Rep. llmris. a Maryland Republican. decried the proposed cuts to the Chesapeake Bay Program 

but stressed he has voted lor cuts to the EPA's budget every year he's been on the Appropriations 

Committee. 

He said he believes the EPA serves a valuable role on issues that affect multiple regions. but that 

authority over local issues is best I ell to state and local governments. 

··[nYironmental issues an~ important to every American:' he said. ''Everyone loves dean '''ater, clean 

air. What we are debating is whether or not the function, the role of the EPA is one that could be best 

done by the states." 

a two-term GOP congressman tt·om Long Island. has a history of voting against 

environmental issues, according to rankings published by ·1 h.: Lt:<lgw,: of Jronl1ll'nta! But he 

is pushing back against Trump's proposal to defunct a clean water program in the Long Island Sound. I lc 

wants the budget increased. 

"There arc millions of people who live all around the Long Island Sound, putting aside the countless 

number of wildlife impacted by the quality of the water." he said. 

Such arguments correspond with the traditional Republican viewpoint that the environment is generally a 

local issue compared to Democrats. who sec it as a global one, said Gray, the political consultant. 

But that standpoint irks environmental advocates. who call it hypocritical. 

Judith Enck, an Obama appointee who served as the regional administration for the EPA's Region 2. 

hup://\\Ww.ro!Jcall.com/news/gop·la\omtakers·environmental-protection·agency[l/22/2018 12:05:52 PM] 
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Some GOP La\\nl<lkers Push Back Against EPA Cuts 

which includes New York and New Jersey, recalled a conversation with a Republican congressman who 

told her how much he appreciated a program that removed PCBs from schools in his district, but vowed 

to "continue to blast the agency publicly." When she asked why, he shrugged and said, "That's in the 

talking points." 

"It's disturbing, and consistent with what 1 experienced for seven years," said Enck, who is now a 

visiting scholar at the Pace University law school. ''You have mostly Republicans who take public 

potshots at the agency, but when it comes to their district, they want us to do more.'' 

Get breaking news alerts and more from Roll Call on your U'houe or your ,4ntlroid~ 
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http://vvww.rollcall.com/news/gopw!awmakers-environmental-protection-agency[l/22/2018 12:05:52 PMJ 
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f'rump·~ buJgct take,; a ~kdgehammcrw the U'A- The W~hhington Post 

https:/1w•.v\cwashingtonpost.com/."-c:very-lllrm/20 17.'03/l 510611 db20-D9a5-lle 7-a15f .. a58d4a98S474_ story.html?ulm _ tcnn"' .32tHa62Se-7d9[J/22I2018 5:1 (J:55 PM I 
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J'rump·s budget takes a sledgehammer to the EPA. The Washington Post 

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin 

The Trump administration plans to take a sledgehammer to the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

Thursday's proposal by the White House would slash the EPA's budget 

by 31 percent- nearly one third from its current level of $8.1 billion 

to $5.7 billion. It would cut 3,200 positions, or more than 20 percent of 

the agency's current workforce of about 15,000. 

"You can't drain the swamp and leave all the people in it. So, I guess the 

first place that comes to mind will be the Environmental Protection 

Agency," Mick Mulvaney, director ofthe White House Office of 

Management and Budget, told reporters. "The president wants a smaller 

EPA. He thinks they overreach, and the budget reflects that." 

The proposed budget, if enacted, would discontinue funding l(lr the 

Clean Power Plan- the signature Obama administration effort to 

combat climate change by regulating carbon dioxide emissions from 

power plants. It would sharply reduce money for the Superfund program 

and cut the budget for the EPA's prominent Office of Research and 

Development roughly in half, to $250 million. 

It also would eliminate "more than 50 EPA programs." Among them: !he 

Energy Star program, which aims to improve energy efficiency and save 

consumers money; infrastructure assistance to Alaska Native villages 

and the Mexico border; a grant program that helps cities and states 

combat air pollution; and an office that focuses on environmental justice 

issues. 

Funding for the massive Chesapeake Bay cleanup project, which receives 

$73 million each year, would be cut to zero. Similar cleanup programs in 

hHps:l/www.washingtonpost.com/ ... ·every.fonn/20 17/03/15/0611 db20·09a5· 11 e7-a 15 f·a58d4a988474_story.html?utm_ tenn=.32d4a628e7d9[1/22/20 18 5: 16:55 PMJ 
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l'rump"s budget takes a sledgehammer to the EPA· The Washington Post 

the Great Lakes- a massive undertaking championed by President 

Barack Obama and his first chief of staff, Rahm Emanuel- and 

elsewhere in the country would suffer the same fate, returning 

"responsibility for funding local environmental efforts and programs to 

state and local entities, allowing the EPA to focus on its highest national 

priorities," according to the White House. 

[I low Scnutor /nhofe is stce~·inq environmental policy under Donald 

Trump] 

The budget proposal would maintain funding for "high priority" 

infrastructure investments such as grants and low-cost financing to 

states and municipalities for drinking water and wastewater projects. 

But collectively, the White House wish list would undoubtedly hobble 

the EPA, leaving the work of safeguarding the nation's water and air 

primarily up to local officials. Such drastic cuts might not be surprising 

from President Trump, who as a candidate vowed to get rid of the EPA 

"in almost every form," leaving only "little tidbits" intact. The agency's 

new leader, former Oklahoma attorney general Scott Pruitt, has been a 

key critic of the Obama administration's efforts to fight climate change 

and reduce i~>ssil-fucl-related pollution. 

But the proposed cuts raise questions about what would happen in key 

areas such as enforcement targeting environmental crimes, an area in 

which the EPA has often stepped in when states are unable or unwilling 

to prosecute polluters. 

Cynthia Giles, who headed the EPA's Office of Enforcement and 

Compliance Assurance during the Obama administration, said in an 

email that enforcement staff at the agency has already been reduced 

20 percent over the past eight years, bringing it to its lowest level since 

https:i/www. washingtonpost.com/ ... -evcry-fonn/20 17/03/15/06lldb20-09a5- lle7-al5f-a58d4a988474_story.html?utm_term=.32d4a628e7d9[ 1122n0 IS 5: 16:55 PM] 
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rrump's budget takes a sledgehammer to the EPA- The Washington Post 

the enforcement office was created in 1995. 

[How to contact reporters coueringfcderul ogencicsj(w The 

Washington Post] 

What's getting cut in Trump's budget 

"[More cuts] won'tjust drastically reduce EPA enforcement, it will bring 

it to a halt," she said. "Not only will the staff be a shadow of its former 

self, the inspectors, lawyers and criminal agents who would be left would 

be unable to do their jobs, because these cuts would zero out the already 

small amount of funds used to do inspections, monitor pollution and file 

cases." 

John O'Grady, a career EPA employee who heads a national council of 

EPA unions, said the agency "is already on a starvation diet, with a bare

bones budget and staffing level" similar to what it had decades ago. 

"The administration's proposed budget," he said, "will be akin to taking 

away the agency's bread and water." 

hUps;//wwv>.washingtonpost.com/ ... •every-fonru'2017/03/15/061ldb20-09a5-lle7-al5f-a58d4a988474_story.html?ulm_tenn=.32d4a628e7d9[1!22/2018 5:16:55 PMJ 
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What's at Stake in Trump's Proposed E.P.A. Cuts· The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

What's at Stake in Trump's Proposed 
E.P.A. Cuts 
By HIROKO TABUCtll APRIL to, 2017 

t)residcnt Trump's propo.sed cub to the E.P.i~. include, clockwise from 
Snperfund wllich is dcaning the Go\vmms Canal in Bruokl~11: 
wn.lt.'r ;,ystern;; in Flint, :'-.liclL; and to vchide te~ts nnd ct'rtifications, vvou1d 

;wtonwkers like Fint/Chr~·sler. The proposal cail.<: i1•r ndded Sf'turity for Scott Pruitt. the 

<l!:-'J'lKJ "s bottom lcfL 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/IO/climate/tnnnp~epa-budget-cuts.html[l/22/2018 5:15:43 PMJ 

D 
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What's at Stake in Trump's Proposed E.P.A. Cuts~ The New York Times 

What is at stake as Congress considers the El'"cd. budget? Far more than 

dinlil~c.ban~. 

The Trump administration's proposed cuts to the Environmental Protection 
Agency budget are deep and wide-ranging. It seeks to shrink spending by :31 

percent, to S5.7billion from $8.1 billion, and to eliminate a quarter of the 
agency's 15,000 jobs. 

The cuts are so deep that even Republican lawmakers are expected to push 

back. Senator Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, the chairwoman ofthe Interior and 
Environment Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
pointedly reminded Mr. Trump last month that his budget request was just 
"the first step in a long process." 

Here are some proposed cuts that are likely to face resistance when the 

budget reaches Congress. 

Tap water 

Flint, Mich., is still reeling from its tainted water crisis, and unsafe levels of 

lead have turned up in tap water in dlYJJ.Iter_cit,y. Still, the E.P.A. is looking 
to decrease grants that help states monitor public water systems by almost a 

third, to 571 million from $102 million, according to an internal agency 

memo first obtained hy The Washin~tou.l'Jlsl. 

The l'lLhliL1Y~stcm Supervision Grant Program has been critical in 
making sure communities have access to safe drinking water. In Texas, for 
example, state-contracted workers collect drinking water samples across the 

state, an effort funded in part hy federal grants. 

Much ofthe risk to the countty's water supply stems from its crumbling 
public water infrastructure: a network of pipes, treatment plants and other 

facilities built decades ago. Although Congress banned lead pipes in 1986, 
between 3.3 million and 10 million older ones remain, primed to leach lead 

into tap water. 

https ://wv.r .. v.nytimes.corn/20 17/04/1 0/climate/trump-epa~budget-cuts.htm![ l/22/20 18 5: 15:43 PM] 
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What's at Stake In Trump's Proposed E.P.A. Cuts~ The New York Times 

Criminal and civil enforcement 

Sharp cuts in the agency's enforcement programs could curtail its ability to 

police environmental offenders and impose penalties. The budget proposal 

reduees spending on civil and criminal enforcement by aln1ost 6o percent, to 

$4 million from a combined $10 million. It also eliminates zoo jobs. 

,Just last week, the agency Lim:il Sunoco Pipeline, a subsidiary of the 

operator behind the Dakota Access pipeline, nearly $1 million over a 2012 

spill. The spill senll,950 barrels of gasoline into two waterways near 

Wellington, Ohio, forcing the evacuation of70 people. 

One enforcement activity that could be set for an increase: security for SJ:illl 

J:r_uili, the new E.P.A. administrator. The agency has asked for 10 additional 

full-time staff members for a round-the-dock secmity detail- a first for an 

E.P.A. chief, who usually has only door-to-door protection and more than 

doubling the agency's infrastructure and operations staff. 

Geographic programs 

The agency is taking an equal-opportunity approach to regional cleanup 

programs, proposing to virtually eliminate all of them: Chesapeake Bay, Gulf 

of Mexico, Lake Champlain, Long Island Sound, Puget Sound, San Francisco 

Bay, South Florida, the Great Lakes. 

How Alnericans 
Think About 
Climate Change, 
in Six Maps 

Together, those projects amount to a loss of more than $400 million in 

federal funding for the regions involved. The largest pmt of that goes to the 

Great Lakes restoration effort, which is helping revive wetland habitats, 

clean up toxic pollution, combat in~\:ci~s and prevent runoff from 

farms and cities. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017 /04/l 0/climate/trump-epa~budget·cuts.htm![l/22/20 18 5: I 5:43 PM] 
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What's at Stake in Trump's Proposed E.P.A. Cuts~ The New York Times 

The E.P.A.'s defunding of these projects could backfire. Much of the federal 
money has gone toward helping bring affected communities to the table to 

find solutions. Absent that route, communities could sue the E.P.A. for 
failing to act, ultimately running up the agency's legal bills and slowing 
remediation as cases wind their way through the courts. 

Superfunds and brownfields 

Sllll12I[uml is as high-stakes as environmental programs get. It makes federal 
funds available for the cleanup of sites contaminated by hazardous 

substances and pollutants, like the now-defunct l\'!Lli6\lnilli.Cluwical 
!;Qlllp!:un:in Queens, in New York City, which was designated a Superfund 
site in 2014. 'Ibe site is heavily contaminated with thorium, a radioactive 

metal ;vith a half-life of 14 billion years that has been link.\Oll to a higher 
incidence of lung, pancreatic and bone cancer. Supe1fund money is helping 
clean up the thorium. 

The Superfund program can actually save taxpayers money, because it lets 
the E.P.A. identify polluters and compel them to pay for the cleanup. But the 

proposed budget reduces its enforcement and remedial components by 45 
percent, bringing it to $221 million from $404 million. 

E.P.A. officials call Brownfields, a program that helps towns and cities 
redevelop former industrial sites, one of the agency's most popular 
programs. The E.P.A. website still lists its =="-Stmk'i: refashioning an 
old textile mill in Hickory, N.C., into a retail, dining and event space, and 
redeveloping former factory sites on the banks of Iowa's Cedar River into 
riverfront condominiums. Funding to states under the Brownfields program 

is set for a reduction of 30 percent, to $33 million from $48 million. 

Endocrine disrupters 

The exact science behind, and health consequences of, a elass of chemicals 
called endocrine disrupters remains unsettled. With the proposed cuts to 

research at the E.P.A., it could stay that way. 

The budget eliminates a $6 million research and screening effort targeting 

the chemicals, which are .fmmd.illdili in pesticides, plastics, shampoos and 

https://www .nytimes.com/20 17/04/1 0/climate/trump~epa-budget~cuts.htm!fl/22/20 18 5:15:43 PM] 
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What's at Stake in Trump's Proposed E.P.A. Cuts~ The New York Times 

cosmetics, cash register receipts, food can linings and other products. The 
chemicals have been linked to breast cancer in women and hypospadias, a 

birth defect in boys. 

Ending the program, which would result in the loss of nine jobs, would 
curtail the agency's ability to re,iew medical data and work with 
cmironmentallawyers to fashion an agency response. 

Climate protection 

It is no surprise that the new E.P.A. is targeting dimate change initiatives, 
given the Trump administration's hostility toward the science of global 
warming and a pro-business bent. But many of the programs that fall under 

the $70 million Climate Protection Program- which would be eliminated 
under the White House proposal - are industry favorites. 

Graphic: How 2016 
Becatne Earth's Hottest 
Year on Record 

Take the Em:.rRLS-lllr program for energy-efficient tele\isions, washers, 
dryers, lights and other consumer goods. Companies say Energy Star helps 
give their products a competitive edge, and also helps them sell overseas, 

where the standard has been adopted by the European Union, .Tapan, 
Australia and Canada, among major markets. 

And the SmatlWm: program works with logistics companies to make their 
operations more climate friendly. SmartWay helps trucking companies fit 

their trucks with Lt.~mm~na.llu<.:J1ap_;um(UillY.::I£.'illiill~, for example, 
that save fuel and reduce emissions. 

Federal vehicle and fuels standards 

It has been barely a year since Volkswagen i:l~d to pay as much as $14.7 
billion to settle claims stemming from its diesel emissions cheating scandal, 

and the E.P .A.lli\0.1LU1lS.Cd a second antomaker, Fiat Chrysler, of evading 
emissions standards. But the proposed budget cuts would all but eliminate 

https://wvvw.nytimcs.com/20 17/04/1 0/c!imate/trump~epa~budgct~cuts.html[ l/22/20 18 5: 15:43 PMl 
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What's at Stake in Trump's Proposed E.P.A. Cuts~ The New York Times 

the $48.7 million[~~ for vehicle tests and certification. 

The budget foresees getting automakers themselves to pay for testing 

through fees. But that takes time to set up, and any funding shortfall in the 

meantime would mean a significant paring back of the work at E.P .A.'s 

emissions testing labs. 

Nonpoint source grants 

The Trump administration has declared its intent to roll hack business

killing regulations. But the second-biggest item eliminated from the 

proposed budget, after the Great Lakes Restoration project, exists precisely 

hecause federal regulations do not cover all pollutants. 

The $165 million Non point Source Grant program helps states deal with 

pollutants from sources that are not directly regulated under the Clean 

Water Act- like the phosphorus that flows into Lake Erie from fertilizer, 

which feeds algae and weeds that starve the water of oxygen, harming fish 

and other wildlife. 

Among other remedies, the nonpoint sonrce grants have been used to help 

states create "huffer strips" -areas of thick vegetation that help filter the 

contaminated runoff. The proposed budget would eliminate the grants. 

Radiation protection and response preparedness 

Wl1en the 2011 Fukushima nuclear crisis in Japan sent radioactive plumes 

across the Pacific, the E.P.A.'s lliidl'lrl system monitored the fallout on 

America's shores, deploying additional air monitors in Alaska and Hawaii 

and ordering accelerated samplings ofrain, tap water and mille 

Over the next two months, laboratory analyses detected very low amounts of 

iodine and other radionuclides across the country. Levels remained far 

below the safety threshold, and the E.P.A. determined that no action was 

needed. But in the case of another nuclear accident, RadNet could help 

officials make science-based decisions on how to protect the public. 

The proposed budget would defund the agency's $3.3 million Rad.iati.an 

https://wv·.'W .nytimes.com/2017 /04/J 0/climate/trump-epa~budget~cuts.html[ 1/22/2018 5:15:43 PM] 
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What's at Stake in Trump's Proposed E.P.A. Cuts~ The New York Times 

Protecliou program and eliminate 6o jobs. It would also remove four jobs 

from the Radiation Response Preparedness program; despite those job cuts, 

funding for that modest program would increase by $177,000, to just over 

$soo,oooo, to be used for "essential preparedness work only." 
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FPA m~pector general to mvestigatc agency chtef's travels to Oklahoma I Reuters 

\lVorld Business Markels Pclitics TV 

#POLITICS 

EPA inspector general to investigate agency chiefs travels to 

Oklahoma 

Va!l!ri...: VokovicL Emily Flitter 

WASIIJNGTON/NEW YORK (Reuters)- The ti·equent travels of the head of the U.S. 

Environmental Protection 1\gcncy. Scott Pruitt. to Oklahoma will he investigated following 

congressional requests. the agency·s Office of Inspector General said on Monday. 

Pruitt's many travels to his home state have fueled speculation that he intends to run for the U.S. 

Scnute from Oklahoma. 

"'Administrator Pruitt is tnwcling the country to hear directly from the pi.!Oplc impacted by EPA ·s 

regulations outsiJe of the \Vashington bubble:· said Amy Graham. an EPA spokes·woman ... This is 

nothing more than a distraction from the Administrator's significant environmental 

accomplishments." 

The OHicc of Inspector General said it vvould look into the "frequency, cost nnd extent"' of Pmitfs 

tnwels to Oklahoma through July 31. and whether travel policies and procedures V·/crc followed. 

It saiJ the investigation will also aim to determine ·'whether EPA policies and procedures arc 

suffickntly designed to prevent fmud. \Vastc and abuse with the Administrator's travel that included 

trips to Oklahoma." 

Pruitt was in Oklahoma on at least 43oft he 92 days of Mare h. April anJ May, according to copies 

httpd/www.reuters com/article/us·usa-epa·pruitt!cpa-inspector·general-to·investigate·agency·chtefs-tmve!s-to·oklahoma·tdUSKCN! B821 U! 1/24/2018 6·05·26 PMJ 

D 
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EPA mspector general to investigate agency ch1ers travels to Oklahoma i Reuters 

of his travel records obtained hy the Environmental Integrity Project watchdog group and reviewed 

hy Reuters last month. 

The travel records show Pruitt's schedule this spring otlen took him to cities in the U.S. heartland 

\Vhere he held meetings. often \Vith oil and gus industry representatives. made speeches and attended 

events bcf(Jre flying to Tulsa n,r extended weekends. The records showed Pruitt paid for some legs 

of the trips directly related to his visits home, although it was not clear he paid for all such legs. 

Pruitt has riled environmentalists by raising doubts about climate change and by vowing to sweep 

away scores of Obama-era regulations to help business. 

""Pruitt seems to be using these visits to launch his political career~" said l\,1clinda Pierce. legislatiYc 

director f(Jr the Sierra Club. an environmental group that has been deeply critical of Pruitt. "Perhaps 

he should usc polluter money to fund these trips if he's going to continue doing their bidding." 

[klorc becoming head of the EPA under Republican President Donald Trump in February, he was 

Oklahoma's attorney general and repeatedly sued the agency he now runs to block federal 

environmental rules. 

Ill 

hitps:i/www.reuters.com/article/us~usa-cpa-pruitt/epa-inspcctor-gencral-to-invcstigatc-agency-chicfs-tnwels·to-ok!ahoma-idUSKCN 1 B821 U[l/24/201 S 6:05:26 PMl 
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The Environmental Protection A._~ency is spending nearly $25,000 to construct a 

secure, soundproof communications booth in the office of Administrator Scott 

Pruitt, according to govemmeut contracting records. 

The agency signed a 

<;,~iulii '1''· a Richmond-based company, for a "privaey booth for the 
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f..PA <p~ndmg almos! $25,0()0 !O lllstalla se<:ure phone booth for Scon Pnuu- The Washmg!on Po.>! 

administrator." The company sel1s and installs an array of sound-dampening and 

privacy products, from ceiling baffles to full-scale enclosures like the one 

purchased by the EPA. The project's scheduled completion date is Oct. 9, 

according to the contract. 

Typically, such soundproofbooths are used to conduct hearing tests. But the EPA 

sought a customized version one that eventually would cost several times more 

than a typical model- that Pruitt can use to communicate privately. 

"They had a lot of modifications," said Steve Snider, an acoustic sales consultant 

with the company, who worked with the agency on its order earlier this summer. 

"Their main goal was they wanted essentially a secure phone booth that couldn't 

be breached from a data point of view or from someone standing outside 

eavesdropping." 

[FPA chh'f Pl'uitt met with many Cfli]}()IYJ.te execs. Then he mudc decision~ in tlwir 

j(wnr.] 

No previous EPA administrators had such a setup. 

"What you are referring to is a secured communication area in the administrator's 

office so secured calls can be received and made/' EPA spokeswoman Liz Bowman 

said in a statement. "Federal agencies need to have one of these so that secured 

communications, not subject to hacking from the outside, can be held. It's called a 

Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility (SCIF). This is something which a 

number, if not all, Cabinet offices have and EPA needs to have updated." 

But according to former agency employee_<;, the EPA has long maintained a SCIF 

on a separate floor from the administrator's office, where officials with proper 

clearances can go to share information classified as secret. The agency did not 

specify what aspects of that facility were outdated, or whether the unit inside 

Pruitt's office would meet the ph~~:-,ical and Jedmical spccificDtlons a SCIF 

generally is required to have. 

In recent months, Pruitt and his top deputies have taken other steps aimed at 

heightening security. Some EPA employees havl~ been asked to surrender their 

cellphones and other digital devices before meetings in the administrator's office, 

in much the same way visitors do when visiting the president in the Oval Office. 

A senior administration official, who asked not to be identified to discuss internal 

procedures, said that practice was instituted to ensure that employees are focused 

on the discussion during meetings. However, Bowman said that "if anyone was 

https, ·www washinl:(10npost ~om/news!energy·en,·ironmenl!wp/20 l71091261eJ~;~~·spendmg-almos!·25000-to-in~ta!l-a-secure-phone·h<:>olh-for-scott-prui!F'utm_temF 32269eclald8[l/2212018 5· !9 23 l'ldj 
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H'A :;pendmg almosl $25,000 10 msml! n secure phone boolh for Sc()U ?mm- The Wu&nnglon PoSI 

asked not to bring [phones], it was merely a professional courtesy- it is by no 

means a policy or directive." 

[S'eott Pnlilt suy:.; not the time to tnlk clirnatc clwnye. hH' him, itJWl'Cl' is,] 

Pruitt also has shied away from using email at EPA, often preferring to deliver 

instructions verbally and hold face-to-face meetings. The shift stems in part from 

public disclosure by the New York Times in 2014- folluwing: an open-records 

request of cmails - of how Pruitt and other attorneys general had worked closely 

V~--ith the oil and gas industry to oppose Obama administration environmental 

safeguards. 

Thousands more pages of emails from his time as Oklahoma's attorney general, 

released earlier this year after the Center for Media and Democracy sued for them 

to be made public, detailed an often-chummy relationship between Pruitt's office 

and Devon Energy, a major oil and gas exploration and production company based 

in Oklahoma City. 

In addition, Pruitt has largely avoided the agency's decades-long practice of 

publicly posting the administrator's appointment calendars. Only last week were 

details on munth-.; \\orth uf mvdings rdea;,ed after media outlets filed repeated 

Freedom of Information Act requests for that information; they showed he has met 

regularly with corporate executives from the automobile, mining and fossil fuel 

industries- in several instances shmtly before making decisions favorable to 

those interest groups. 

Pruitt, who has become a polarizing and high-profile figure as he seeks to roll 

back Obama-era policies and shrink the EPA's footprint, has essentia11y tripled the 

personal security detai1 that served past administrators. The detail now includes 

about 18 people to cover round-the-clock needs and his frequent travel schedule. 

Such 24/7 coverage has prompted officials to rotate in special agents from around 

the country who othcrnrise would be investigating environmental crimes. 

Acoustical Solutions has done work for various government entities over the years, 

including building soundproof waH barriers at the Defense Nuclear Facilities 

Safety Board and installing sound-damping wall and ceiling panels at the State 

Department, Agriculture Department and other agencies. Earlier this year, the 

Treasury Department turned to the company to provide a "sound enclosure" at the 

U.S. Mint in Denver. 

Snider said the company also has installed numerons "audiometric" booths in 

other government agencies, such as Veterans Affairs, but those almost always are 
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EPA ~[:><'ndmotuhnost $25,000 to mslu!l a secure phone booth !01 Scott Pnutt- The W~shmgton l'o't 

used for hearing tests. The EPA's request was something different altogether, he 

said. 

"This is a first," he said. "They are definitely using this booth in a way that wasn't 

necessarily intended .... [But] for the critelia they had, it fit this product,. 

Juliet Eilperin contributed to this 1'eport. 

Read more: 

<\tEPA guarding th~' ('hid pulls agcnl;:.; from pm''Hing eJwironnwntal crin11:s 

EP:\ \vlll rcconsidPr Obant<H:ra ~afegunrds on coal waste 

Thonsnml.s ofcmaib ddail EPA head's close tics to fo:-;si1 fw_'l industr:y 

How to Adult 

A new video series from The Washington Post 

h!1p; l,www wa;hmgtonpllst cmntnewsienergy-envirc>nmentiwp120J.,IOV/261epa·spending-~1nmst-2500{)..t()-i1l!;tal!-~-secure-phone-booth-for·Xl\lt-pnutlnutm_tenn"' 32269ecl:l1d8[1 122120!8 5·!9 2:< PM! 
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E.P.I\.to Spend Nearly $25,000 on a Soundproof Booth for Pruitt· The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

E.P.A. to Spend Nearly $25,000 on a 
SoundproofBoothforPTuitt 
By LISA FRIEDMAN SEPT. 26,2017 

https://v.•\>o'W.nytimes.com/2017/09/26/climate/pruitt·epa.htm\[1/22/20 18 5:14:50 PMl 

D 
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E.P .A. to Spend Nearly $25.000 on a Soundproof Booth for Pruitt -The New York Times 

WASHINGTON- The Environmental Protection Agency has signed a 

contract for nearly $25,000 to build a soundproof communications booth 

for the office of the administrator, Scott Pruitt. 

The l:lllliriict, "'ith Aru.uslic.al Solutions in Richmond, Va., was first reported 

by The Washington Post. It calls for the construction of a $24,570 "privacy 
booth" for Mr. Pruitt's office. 

Liz Bowman, a spokeswoman for the E.P.A., did not return requests for 

comment on the contract. In a statement to The Post, she said agencies 

needed to have such booths to guard against hacking and eavesdropping. 

"This is something which a number, if not all, Cabinet offices have and 

E.P.A. needs to have updated," she said. 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our latest 
stories about climate change- along with 
answers to your questions and tips on how to 
help 

I Enter your email address I sign up 

0 Y ~u agree !o recerve occa.slonal updates and -special 
otters for The New York T1mes's products tJr!d serv1ces. 

PRrvr~cY POl. iCY 

OPT OUT OR CO~ -<\C l LJS ANYTIME 

E.P.A., where employees report he is often accompanied by armed guards 

even inside the agency, and avoids making important calls in his office. He is 

the first E.P.A. administrator to have round-the-clock security. 

Steve Snider, a salesman at Acoustical Solutions who handled the E.P .A. 

contract, said privacy booths are typically used to conduct hearing tests and 

cost $5,000 to $6,ooo. He said the E.P.A. had requested significant 

modifications that ultimately required a custom order for the booth with the 

manufacturer. 

"They wanted a secure phone and computer room, essentially for sensitive 

https:/lwww.nytimes.com/2017109/26/climatelpruitt-epa.html[ 112212018 5: 14:50 PM j 
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E.P.A. to Spend Nearly $25.000 on~ Soundproof Booth for Pruitt~ The New York Times 

information," Mr. Snider said. "'1You can't hear what's going on outside, but 

conversely people outside can't hear what's going on inside." 

Climate Change 
Is Complex. 
We've Got 
Answers to Your 
Questions. 

knmv. \T1obal \\;1! nnng i::; 
daunting . .So hue's a place 
!lJ ~tart: oftcu-nsked 
queslions with some 
:.:traiglltfnrward 

The company has worked with government offices since at least 2007 to 

soundproof rooms and provide acoustic insulation, according to the federal 

contract database. The company currently has ronl.rru:t; with the Treasury 

Department to create a sound enclosure at the United States Mint in 

Denver. 

Mr. Snider said the E.P.A.'s request for a secure booth for the head of the 

agency was unusual. 

"It's the first time that I've seen it," he said. 

Liz Purehia-Gannon, who served as a spokeswoman for Gina McCarthy, the 

E.P.A. administrator under President Obama, called the purchase "hizan·e" 

and unnecessary. Ms. Purchia-Gannon said the agency already had a secure 

room for working with elassified information. 

''As someone who spent a lot of time in the administrator's office, I can tell 

you that there was nothing like this previously," she said. "I can't imagine 
why this taxpayer expense would be necessary and why an extra secure 

room is needed in his office, other than to avoid staff." 

RELATED COVERAGE 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/09/26/dimate/pruitt~epa.html{ 1/2212018 5: 14:50 PM] 
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EPA watchdog plans to investigate Scott Pruitt"s $25,000 secure phone booth* The Washington Post 

, sect•ons etJe blrui!Jingt~m ~Jest 
1){ nwu Odf D« s ,n Dad:m s:s 

Energy and Environment 

EPA watchdog plans to 
investigate Scott Pruitt's 
$25,000 secure phone 
booth 
By Brady Dennis 

https :/ /www. wash ingtonpost.comf". 2/epa-watchdog~planHo*investigate-scott~pruitts~25000~secure-phone-booth/?utm _term= .e33a0ede623ef 1/22120 I 8 12:3 I :36 PM] 
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EPA watchdog plans to inwstigate Scott Pruitt's $25,000 secure phone booth· The Washington Post 

https:/ ! .... ww. washingtonpost.com/., .2/ep1HVatchdog•plans-to-investigate-soott-pn.1itts-25000-secure-phone-booth/?utm _ tenn"" .e33 a0ecle623c[ l/22/20 18 12:31 :36 PM J 
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EPA watchdog plans to investigate Scott Pruitt's $25,000 secure phone booth~ The Washington Post 

The Environmental Protection Agency's inspector general will 

investigate how it decided to spend more than $25,000 installing 

a secure, soundproof communications booth in the office of 

Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.), the ranking member ofthe House 

Energy and Commerce Committee, requested the inquiry earlier this 

fall, asking the EPA watchdog to examine any potential waste, fraud or 

abuse related to the project. The small booth was purchased from the 

Richmond-based company Acoustical Solutions. 

Typically, the type of soundproof booth like the one installed at the 

agency's headquarters is used to conduct hearing tests. But the EPA 

sought out a far more expensive, customized version that Pruitt could 

use to communicate privately with top government officials. The agency 

appears to also have spent an additional $7,978 removing closed-circuit 

television equipment to make room for the booth in an area off Pruitt's 

third-floor office, according to a government contracting database. 

In respom;c to Pallone's letter, EPA Inspector General Arthur Elkins 

wrote that his office would investigate whether the funds spent on the 

project "comply with appropriations law." 

"That is within the authority ofthe IG to review, and we will do so," 

Elkins wrote, while also cautioning that such an inquiry might not 

happen quickly. "As you know, we have numerous other pending 

matters, and are not sure when we can begin this engagement." 

EPA officials initially said that Pruitt needed a secure communications 

area in his office so he could have private calls with the White House and 

other administration officials. Pruitt himself has repeated the claim, 

https:/ /www .washingtonpostcom/ ... 2/epa~watchdog-p!ans~to· investigate-scott-pruitts-25000-secure-phone-booth/?utm ~ tenn"' .e3 3 a0ede62Je{ 1/22/20 18 12: 3 I ;36 PM] 
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EPA \\atchclog plans to investigate Scott Pruitt's $25,000 secure phone booth- The Washington Post 

describing the soundproof booth as a Sensitive Compartmented 

Information Facility, or SCIF. 

"It's necessary for me to be able to do my job," Pruitt told lawmakers 

during a hearing on Capitol Hill last week. 

But no previous EPA administrators had such a setup, and the agency 

has long maintained a SCIF on a separate floor from the administrator's 

office, where officials with proper clearances can go to share information 

classified as secret. The agency has not specified what aspects of that 

facility might be outdated, or whether the unit inside Pruitt's office 

would meet the physical and technical specifications generally required 

for a SCIF. 

"I didn't have a secure phone in this office to have the conversations that sometimes need to be secure," Pruitt told The 

Washington Post's James Hohmann last month. "And it's kind of hard to tell someone that's reaching out that, to have a 

confidential secure conversation, I've got to go down two floors, and over two levels, and I'll call you back .... And sometimes 

legend leads to misinformation in the marketplace. Not everything you read, by the way, is fully reflective of what the truth is." 

In a statement Tuesday, an EPA spokesman said that "the use of a secure phone line is strongly preferred for cabinet-level 

officials, especially when discussing sensitive matters." He added, "We do not comment on OIG matters until they are 

resolved." 

The inquiry is not the only one Pruitt is facing from his agency"s 

inspector general. 

In August, the watchdog announced that it had opened an inquiry into 

Pruitt's frequent travel back to Oklahoma, where he formerly served as 

state attorney general. It said at the time that the investigation was 

triggered by "congressional requests and a hotline complaint, all of 

which expressed concerns about Administrator Pruitt's travel 

primarily his frequent travel to and from his home state of Oklahoma at 

taxpayer expense." 

That probe was triggered in part by findings from the Environmental 

https:liwww.washing.tonpost.com/ ... 2/epa-watehdog-plans-to-investigate-scott-proitts-25000-secure-phone-booth/?utm_ temF".e33aOede623e[ 1/22(20 18 12:31:36 PM} 
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EPA watchdog plans to investigate Scott Pruitt's $25,000 secure phone booth· The Washington Post 

Integrity Project, a nonprofit group that detailed through public records 

that Pruitt had spent nearly half of the days in March, April and May in 

Oklahoma. Pruitt said any taxpayer-funded trips there were work

related. 

In October, the EPA inspector general acknowledged plans to expand its 

initial investigation into Pruitt's travel habits. The move came after 

disclosures that Pruitt had taken at least four noncommercial and 

military flights since mid-February, costing taxpayers more 

than SsR,ooo to fly him to various parts of the country, according to 

records provided to a congressional oversight committee and obtained 

by The Post. 

Read more: 

EPA spending $25,000 to install a secure phone booth for Scott Pruitt 

EPA inspector general now investigating Pruitt's use ofrnilitary, private 

!lights 

In the heart of coal country, EPA gets an earful about Clean Power Plan's 

fate 

EPA chief says ag-ency scientists are frpc to present their v:ork publicly 

https:lfwww.washingtonpostcom/ .. .2/ep;Hvatehdog~plans-to-investig_ate·scott-pruitts-25000-secure-phone-bootlv'?utm _tenn=.e33a0ede623cfl!22/2018 12:31 :36 PM] 
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EPA's Pruitt took charter, military !lights that cost taxpayers more than $58,000 ~The Washington Post 

Sections 1 til}t t\lru;IJingfun IJo!!t 
ih. HWtnH IJ ll~t ~ 111 th,ukm ~~ 

Encrg) and Fnvironmcnt 

EPA's Pruitt took 
charter, military flights 
that cost taxpayers more 
than $58,ooo 
By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin 

Zinke and Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Pres1dent Trump during an event in Cincinnati on 

m11itary Jet to New York. (Jonat11an Ernst/Reuters) 

https:/ /www. washingtonpost.com/ . .Jepas~pruitt·too k ~charteNni litary~ flights·that-cosHaxpayers·more-than~ 58000/?utm _term=. 91 b46ad64 59[ I /22/20 18 5:20:39 PM J 
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EPA's Pruitt took charter, military flights that cost taxpayers more than $58,000 ·The Washington Post 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt has taken 

at least four noncommercial and military flights since mid-February, 

costing taxpayers more than $58,ooo to fly him to various parts of the 

country, according to records provided to a congressional oversight 

committee and obtained by The Washington Post. 

"When the administrator travels, he takes commercial flights," EPA 

spokeswoman Liz Bowman said Wednesday, explaining that the one 

charter flight and three government flights were due to particular 

circumstances. 

The EPA provided documents that outlined how its Office of General 

Counsel had given legal authorization for each trip. "The administrator, 

and any Cabinet secretary, is the face of that agency. They're very 

outward facing, and we have an obligation to get out throughout the 

country," Bowman said. 

The most expensive of the four trips came in early June, when Pruitt 

traveled from Andrews Air Force Base to Cincinnati to join President 

Trump as he pitched a plan to revamp U.S. infrastructure. From there, 

the administrator and several staff members continued on a military jet 

to John F. Kennedy airport in New York to catch a flight to Italy for an 

international meeting of environmental ministers. The cost of that flight 

was $36,o68.so. 

The EPA said in travel documents that the White House had approved 

the trip and that "no viable commercial flights" would have allowed 

Pruitt to make his plane to Italy, where he had "scheduled meetings with 

Vatican officials the next day." His official calendar listed meetings with 

the Vatican foreign minister, Archbishop Paul Gallagher, and a 

roundtable discussion with the Italian Court of Appeals. 

https;//~vww ..... '<lshingtonpostcom/ .. ./cpas-pruitHook-charter-military·Aights-that·cost-taxpayers-more-Lhan-58000/'?\ltm_tenn"".9ib46ad64f59[1/22!2018 5:20:39 PM] 
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EPA's Pruitt took charter, military flights that cost taxpayers more than $58.000 ~The Washington Post 

On July 27, records show, Pruitt and six staff members arranged a flight 

on a Department of Interior plane from Tulsa to the tiny outpost of 

Guymon, Okla., at a cost of $14,434.50. The EPA noted that "time 

constraints" on Pruitt's schedule wouldn't allow him to make the 10-

hour round-trip drive. The purpose of the trip was to meet 

with landowners "whose farms have been affected" by a controversial 

rule regulating water bodies in the United States, according to the 

agency. Pruitt has initiated a process to withdraw the regulation, known 

as the Waters of the United States rule. 

Bowman said that between so and 100 farmers and others from 

Oklahoma, Texas and Kansas attended the session in Guymon. 

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) listed details on the noncommercial 

flights in a Sept. 26letter to the EPA's inspector general. Whitehouse, 

whose office would not comment Wednesday, asked for an investigation 

into the Guymon trip. Pruitt returned to Oklahoma City around 2 p.m., 

records show. EPA officials informed Whitehouse that he met there with 

state officials, though Pruitt's calendar lists only an "editorial board 

meeting" and "media interview" at 4 p.m. that day. 

Pruitt and three staff members arranged a private air charter on Aug. 4, 

on a trip from Denver to Durango, Colo. The flight cost $5,719.58. 

According to the EPA, the commercial flight Pruitt had planned to take 

"was delayed ultimately for eight hours, which would have caused him to 

miss a mission critical meeting at Gold King Mine" with Gov. John 

Hickenlooper (D) and other officials. Hickenlooper offered a seat on his 

plane, but Bowman said that the governor's aircraft only had room for 

Pruitt and that the EPA already had booked the private plane by then. 

The charter company involved, Mayo Aviation, bills itself as "Colorado's 

premier jet charter service." 

https://~mv.washingtonpostcom/,jepas-pruitt~took-charter-military-tlights·that-cost-taxpayers-more-than-58000/?utm_tenn"'.91b46ad64t39fl/22/2018 5:20:39 PMl 
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EPA's Pruitt took charter. military flights that cost taxpayers more than $58.000 ·The Washington Post 

That day, Pruitt criticized how two years earlier EPA had mishandled 

operations at the Gold King Mine, where the agency inadvertently 

triggered a spill that polluted rivers in Colorado, New Mexico and 

Utah. "The previous administration failed those who counted on them to 

protect the environment," he said in a statement, vowing to 

reconsider claims for damages the government previously had denied. 

Finally, on Aug. 9, Pruitt and two staffers traveling in North Dakota flew 

on a state-owned plane to an event in Grand Forks. The flight cost the 

EPA $2,144-40. "The Governor of the State of North Dakota offered 

seats on the state-owned plane to transport the Administrator to this 

event," the agency noted in its justification for the trip, which involved 

touring the University of North Dakota's Environmental Research 

Center. "There is no government rate established for this route." 

The records also indicate that Pruitt, along with a member of his security 

detail, flies either in business or first class when those seats are available 

on commercial flights. Multiple EPA travel documents state that Pruitt 

"is entitled to business class accommodation due to security concerns." 

Bowman said that while Pruitt flies in such classes when that is an 

option, he has also flown on multiple occasions in coach. 

Senator Thomas R. Carper (Del.), the top Democrat on the Senate 

Environment and Public Works Committee, questioned in a statement 

why Pruitt would rely on noncommercial aircraft to travel for his work. 

"Most people can't lease a plane to fly around," Carper said. "I think as a 

public servant, you have to try to set some sort of example." 

Last month, the EPA's inspector general announced that it would launch 

a preliminary probe into Pruitt's travels to Oklahoma. The internal 

watchdog said the inquiry was triggered hy "congressional requests and 

https://www.washingtonposteoml .. ./epas-pmitt-took-charter-mi!itary-tlights-that-cost-ta'l:payers-more-than-58000/'?utm~tenn=. 91 b46ad64f59[ 1/22/2018 5:20:39 PM] 
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EPA ·s Pruitt took charter. military flights that cost taxpayers more than $58.000 ~The Washington Post 

a hotline complaint, all of which expressed concerns about 

Administrator Pruitt's travel primarily his frequent travel to and from 

his home state of Oklahoma at taxpayer expense." 

The probe was triggered in part by the Environmental Integrity Project, 

a nonprofit group that found through public records requests that Pruitt 

had spent nearly half of the days in March, April and May in Oklahoma. 

"Administrator Pruitt's extensive travel to Oklahoma, and expensive 

travel within Oklahoma, suggests disproportionate attention to his home 

state," Whitehouse wrote, adding that the inspector general should add 

the Guymon visit to his probe and examine why six staffers accompanied 

Pruitt there. "A.~ part of your review, I further request you examine 

whether this trip, and the size and composition of his entourage, is 

consistent with the travel expenditures of prior EPA administrators." 

Read more: 

EPA spending almost S25,000 to install a secure phone booth for Scott 

Pruitt 

At EPA, guarding the chief pulls agents from pursuing environmental 

crimes 

EPA chief Pruitt mel with many corporate execs. Then he made 

decisions in their fanlr. 

https://vv>vw.washingtonpost.com/ .. .fepas-pnlitt-took~charter~mi!itary·flighls·that·cost-taxpayers-more-than·58000/?utm~tenn"".91b46ad64f59[1/22/2018 5:20:39 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt and a crew of EPA aides just spent rour days in Morocco promoting natural gas -The Washington Post 
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Encrg) and Fm ironment 

Scott Pruitt and a crew 
of EPA aides just spent 
four days in Morocco 
promoting natural gas 
By Juliet Eilperin 

https://www.washingtonpost.com! ... -a-crew-of-epa-aides-just-spent-four-days-in-morocco-promoting-natura!-gasl?utm_tenn=.a84b705f48f0{1/22nOt8 12:31: ll PM) 
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Scott Pruitt and a crew of EPA aides just spent four days in Morocco promoting natural gas· The Washington Post 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt meets with Minister 
Rabbah in Morocco. (European Pressphoto Agency) 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt returned 

Wednesday from a trip to Morocco, where he talked with officials about 

their interest in importing natural gas as well as other areas of 

"continued cooperation" between the two countries. 

The EPA disclosed the trip late Tuesday, issuing a media release that 

included photos and a statement from Pruitt saying that the visit 

"allowed us to directly convey our priorities and best practices with 

Moroccan leaders." 

https:/ /wv,.w. washingtonpost.com/ ... -a-crew-of~epa-aides-just~spent-four-days-in-morocco-promoting-natural-gasl?utm _term"" .a84b 705f48fD[ll22/20 18 12:31 : 11 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt and a crew of EPA aides just spent four days in Morocco promoting natural gas· The Washington Post 

"We are committed to working closely with countries like Morocco to 

enhance environmental stewardship around the world," Pruitt said. 

The purpose of the trip sparked questions from environmental groups, 

Democratic lawmakers and some industry experts, who noted that EPA 

plays no formal role in overseeing natural gas exports. Such activities 

are overseen primarily by the Energy Department and Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission. 

Pruitt took along seven aides and an undisclosed number of staff from 

his protective detail. The group included four political aides, including 

Samantha Dravis, associate administrator of the Office of Policy, and 

senior advisers Sarah Greenwalt and Lincoln Ferguson, as well as one 

career official, Jane Nishida, principal deputy assistant administrator of 

the Office of International and Tribal Affairs. Pruitt's head of security 

determines how many advance staffers travel on any given trip, EPA 

officials said, and in this instance it was two. 

At the request of Senate Democrats, the EPA inspector general is looking 

into Pruitt's use of military and private flights, as well as his frequent 

visits to his home state of Oklahoma during his first few months on the 

job. 

"It seems strange that Administrator Pruitt would prioritize a trip to 

Morocco to discuss natural gas exports while there is no shortage of 

more pressing issues here in the U.S. that actually fall within the 

jurisdiction of the agency he leads," said Sen. Thomas R. Carper (Del.), 

the top Democrat on the Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee. "I presume Mr. Pruitt is aware his agency's inspector 

general is conducting an investigation into his questionable travel, 

which makes his decision to take this trip an odd choice at best." 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/".-a-crew-of-epa-aides-just-spent-four-days-in-morocoo-.promoting·natural·gas/?utm_tenn=.a84b705f4800[1/2212018 12:31:11 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt and a crew of EPA aides just spent four days in Morocco promoting natural gas· The Washington Post 

Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune said in a statement that 

Pruitt "acts like he is a globe-trotting salesman for the fossil fuel 

industry who can make taxpayers foot the bill." 

Pruitt traveled in business class for three flights, according to an 

individual who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss an 

internal agency matter, and in economy class for two flights. Asked 

about the travel arrangements, EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox replied in 

an email, "Due to concerns from our security team, Administrator Pruitt 

was granted a waiver by EPA's Chief Financial Officer to fly business

class." 

Wilcox said he could not provide the trip's total cost because the 

travelers' arrangements were booked through their respective 

departments. 

Pruitt met with three top Moroccan officials, according to the agency 

statement, including the minister of energy, mines and sustainable 

development; the minister of justice and liberties; and the secretary of 

state to the minister of foreign affairs. Wilcox said Pruitt "discussed our 

bilateral free trade agreement, solid waste response, disaster relief and 

communications with top Moroccan officials." 

His visit came shortly after the EPA held a workshop in Rabat about 

solid waste management, public participation and crisis communication. 

Morocco, the only African country with which the United States has a 

free-trade agreement, is a signatory to the 2015 Paris climate agreement 

and has collaborated in the past with U.S. officials on its push to expand 

domestic solar energy production. During the trip, Moroccan officials 

took Pruitt on a tour of the IRESEN Green Energy Park, which the EPA 

said showed the administrator "firsthand the work being done to 

https://www.washingtonpost.cornl ... ·a~crew~of-epa-aides-just-spent-four-days-in-morocco-promoting-naturnl-gas/'Mm_tenn=.a84b705f48ID[It22t2018 12:31:11 PM] 
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promote environmental innovation, including solar energy across 

Morocco." 

Read more: 

EPA's Pruitt took charter, military flights that cost taxpayers more than 

$58,000 

At EPA, b'Uarding the chief pulls agents from pursuing environmental 

crimes 

EPA's Pruitt and staff to attend chemical industry meeting atlman")' 

resort next week 

How to Adult 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... *a*crew~of-epa-aides-just~spent-four--days*in·morocco~promoting•mltural·gas/?utm_tenn=.a84b705f48f0fl/22/20l8 12:31:11 PM] 
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1/24/2018 EPA cuts funding for Chesapeake Bay Journal, threatening publication's future· Baltimore Sun 

EPA cuts funding for Chesapeake Bay Journal, 
threatening publication's future 

By Scott Hance 
The Baltimore Sun 

''IS 

T he Trump administration has cut a grant funding the Chesapeake Bay Journal, threatening the future of 

the publication that covers environmental issues across the estuary's watershed. 

Editor Karl Blankenship said the organization is "disappointed that political appointees in the EPA have made 

an unprecedented decision to cut short a multi-year grant to the Bay Journal with no clear explanation." 

The Bay Journal has enough funding to continue publishing into early 2018. Beyond that, Blankenship said, the 

publication's leaders "will be exploring next steps regarding the EPA funding, as well as other potential funding 

sources." 

Staff said the publication was expecting to receive $325,000 from the EPA come Feb. 1, and slightly less than 

that each year through 2021. The grant makes up about a third of the Bay Journal's budget, they said. 

EPA grant records show the agency has awarded the publication $327,000 annually in recent years. That 

represented about 40 percent of the $795,000 in grants and contributions the Bay Journal reported receiving in 

2015, according to tax documents, 

The 27-year-old publication closely tracks developments in the health of the Chesapeake and efforts across the 

six states in the bay watershed to reduce pollution. It receives funding from the EPA through the agency's 

Annapolis-based Chesapeake Bay Program, serving as part of that office's education and outreach efforts. 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation President William C. Baker called the EPA's decision "a transparent attempt to 

shut down the free exchange of scientifically validated Bay information." He accused EPA Administrator Scott 

Pruitt of showing "his true anti~environmental colors" in cutting the grant. 

EPA officials could not be reached for comment. 

Baker called on Gov. Lam· !logan, who was recently named chairman of the bay program's executive council, to 

demand that Pruitt reinstate the grant. 

Asked if Hogan would do so, spokeswoman Amelia Chasse said "the governor has consistently opposed cuts to 

federal funding for Bay restoration efforts." 

http:/lwww.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/environmenl/bs-md-bay-journal-cut-20170823-story.htm! 112 
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sdancc@haltsun.com 

twitter.com/ssdance 

Copynght © 20113 The Ba!t1more Sun, a Baltimore Sun Media Group publication! Place an Ad 

This article is related to: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Scott Pruitt. Larry Hogan 

htlp;t/www.baltimoresun.comlnews/maryland/environmentlbs·md·bay-joumal-cut-20170823-story.html 212 
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Politics 

EPA now requires 
political aide's sign-off 
for agency awards, grant 
applications 

By Juliet Eilperin 

The Environmental Protection Agency has taken the unusual step of 

putting a political operative in charge of vetting the hundreds of millions 

https://vA't".V. washingtonpostcom/ ... t·applications/20 17/09/0412 fd 707a0·88fd·l ! e 7 ·a94 f·3 139abce39f5 _story .html ?utm _ tenn=. bbfa I c9dd922{ I !21/20 18 5:24:08 PMJ 
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EPA now requires political aide's sign-off for agency awards, grant applications· The Washington Post 

of dollars in grants the EPA distributes annually, assigning final funding 

decisions to a former Trump campaign aide with little environmental 

policy experience. 

In this role, John Konkus reviews every award the agency gives out, 

along with every grant solicitation before it is issued. According to both 

career and political employees, Konkus has told staff that he is on the 

lookout for "the double C-word" -climate change - and repeatedly has 

instructed grant officers to eliminate references to the subject in 

solicitations. 

Konkus, who officially works in the EPA's public affairs office, has 

canceled close to $2 million competitively awarded to universities and 

nonprofit organizations. Although his review has primarily affected 

Obama administration priorities, it is the heavily Republican state of 

Alaska that has undergone the most scrutiny so far. 

EPA spokeswoman Liz Bowman said that grant decisions "are to ensure 

funding is in line with the Agency's mission and policy priorities," with 

the number of awards denied amounting to just 1 percent of those made 

since EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt took office. "We review grants to 

see if they are providing tangible results to the American people," she 

said in an email. 

But the agency's new system has raised concerns among career officials 

and outside experts, as well as questions among some in Congress that 

the EPA grant program is being politicized at the expense of their states. 

https://wvvw.washingtonpost.com/ .. .t•applicationsl2017/09/04/2fd707a0-88fd-J Je7-a94f-3 J 39abce39f5 _story.html?utm_tenn=.bbfa 1 c9dd922{l/22120 18 5:24:08 PM] 
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How Trump is rolling back Obama's legacy 

Earlier this summer, on the same day that Sen. Lisa Murkowski of 

Alaska joined with two other Republicans in voting down a GOP health

care bill, EPA staffers were instructed without any explanation to halt all 

grants to the regional office that covers Alaska, Washington, Oregon and 

Idaho. That hold was quickly narrowed just to Alaska and remained in 

place for nearly two weeks. 

The ideological shift is a clear break from the practices of previous 

Republican and Democratic administrations. It bears the hallmarks not 

just of Pruitt's tenure but of President Trump's, reflecting skepticism of 

climate science, advocacy groups and academia. 

Although the EPA has taken the most systematic approach to 

scrutinizing the flow of money, it is not the only entity to do so. Attorney 

General Jeff Sessions has vowed to withhold Justice Department grants 

from "sanctuary cities" that refuse to hand over arrested immigrants 

who cannot prove they are in the country legally. The Interior 

Department, which is conducting a review of its grants, last month 

https:/ /wv.-w. washingtonpostcom/ "' t ·applications/20 17 /09/04/2f d707 a0-88 fd· II e7 -a94 f. 3 139abce3 9f5 _story .htm! ?ulm _term=. bbfa I c9dd921[ 1/22/20 18 5: 2 4 :08 PM] 
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canceled a $100,000 National Academics of Sciem~es, Engineerinl', and 

Medicine study aimed at evaluating the impact of smface mining on 

nearby communities. 

[Scott Pruitt moves to tlw center ofpowcr in tl1e Tnunp 

administmtion] 

Yet several officials from the Obama and George W. Bush 

administrations said they had never heard of a public affairs officer 

scrutinizing EPA's solicitations and its grants, which account for half of 

the agency's roughly S8 billion budget. 

"We didn't do a political screening on every grant, because many of them 

were based on science, and political appointees don't have that kind of 

background," said former EPA administrator Christine Todd Whitman, 

who served under Bush. She said she couldn't recall a time when that 

administration's political appointees weighed in on a given award. 

Konkus is a longtime Republican operative from Florida who served as 

Trump's Leon County campaign chairman and previously worked for the 

state's lieutenant governor and as a political consultant. From 2000 to 

2006, he was an executive assistant, primarily on scheduling and 

organizational matters, for then-House Science Committee Chairman 

Sherwood L. Boehlert (R-N.Y.). The panel has oversight of the EPA. 

Now, as deputy associate administrator in the EPA's public affairs office, 

Konkus helps to publicize the funding of awards and serves more 

broadly as a grants adviser on policy and management issues. 

While most of the internal focus has been on individual grants with a 

connection to climate change, the decision on July 28 to put a temporary 

hold on all awards to Alaska attracted broader notice. 

https://wv..w.washingtonpost.com/ ... t-:lpplicatlons/2017/09/0412fd707a0-88fd-lle7-a94f-3139abce39f5_story.html?utm~tenn=.bbfalc9dd922[1/2212018 5:24:08 PM] 



868 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00134 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
65

2

EPA now requires political aide's sign-off for agency awards. grant applications~ The Washington Post 

Two EPA officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of 

retaliation, said the action prompted a consultation with agency lawyers 

because of its unusual nature. The hold temporarily slowed awarding 

more than $10 million in federal funds through half a dozen tribal grants 

and one to the state's Department of Conservation. 

Bowman said Alaska was not singled out in the review, and aides to 

Murkowski and Alaska Gov. Bill Walker (I) said they were not aware 

that any funding was delayed. The Obama administration had identified 

"combating climate change by limiting pollutants" as one of its priorities 

for awarding tribal funds, but several of the pending Alaska grants were 

unrelated to climate change. 

Konkus has nixed funding for nearly a half-dozen projects to date, 

including a Bush-era program to address indoor air pollution, a project 

to protect watersheds in Central and Eastern Europe, and a one-day 

training session in Flint, Mich., to help residents eradicate bedbugs. 

He allowed a $3oo,ooo award for a computer system to help implement 

the Obama administration's Clean Power Plan after the firm involved 

told the EPA that it could be used for policies other than climate change, 

officials said. 

E&E News first reported that Konkus was overseeing grant applications 

but did not describe the criteria he was applying or his specific work on 

the actual awards. 

Bowman said that the agency's approach, which required the 

development of a new computer-

reporting system, has allowed the Trump administration to determine 

whether decisions made by the previous administration were a wise use 

of taxpayer money. 

https :1/www .washingtonpostcom/ ... t~app!ications/20 17 /09/04/2fd707 aQ-.88 fd~ II e 7 ~a94 f-3139abce3 9 f5 _story. html?utm _term"" .bbfa 1 c9dd922fl/22f20 18 5: 24: 0 8 PM] 
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"I want to underscore that only a select few have been rescinded," she 

said in her email, noting that the EPA had given states nearly 

$74 million in competitive grants and $1.7 billion in noncompetitive 

awards between Feb. 1 and Aug. 22. 

But Sen. Thomas R. Carper (Del.), the top Democrat on the 

Environment and Public Works Committee, sent Pruitt a letter late last 

month asking that he provide documents outlining which grant 

programs are now subject to political review, how this deviates from 

past practice and which grants recommended by career staff have been 

subsequently declined. 

From February through July, Carper noted, EPA grant awards to several 

Democratic-leaning states including Delaware, Massachusetts and 

California -had declined compared with the previous year. 

"There could be many reasons for these apparent declines," Carper 

wrote. Although he added that it warranted attention "in light of the 

potential that EPA's decision to involve political appointees represents a 

change in the grant-solicitation process and may be indicative of the 

politicization of the grant-awarding process." 

James L. Connaughton, who was chairman of the White House Council 

on Environmental Quality under Bush, said new administrations 

routinely do "a soup-to-nuts review of the previous administration's 

programs" and advance their own priorities through funding decisions. 

"Some of the efforts might be more transparent than others, but let's not 

fool ourselves," he added. 

[At EPA museum, histor·y may be inj(Jt u clwnye] 

Still, Connaughton said it was fair to question a review's outcome. Two 

https://\-VV>'W.washingtonpost.coml ... t·applications/2017 /09/04/2fd707a0·88fd- 11 e7·a94f.]l39abce39f5 _story.htm!?utm_tenn=.bbfa 1 c9dd922[1/22/2018 5:24:08 PM] 
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of the awards the EPA's leadership rescinded - $1.1 million to the U.N. 

Foundation and a nearly $148,ooo award to the nonprofit organization 

Winrock International- supported the deployment of clean cookstoves 

in the developing world. The U.N. Foundation grant grew out of a 15-

year-old EPA program with the private sector, which aims to curb the 

kind of pollution that fuels climate change and disproportionately 

affects women and children. 

The program addressed pollution that enters the air and "affects all of 

us," Whitman said. "It was also good for human health in those 

countries, which we wanted to have stable for national security." 

Bowman said the agency was pulling back grants to international 

entities that are not "providing results for American taxpayers." 

But several U.S. firms that sell stoves and equipment benefit from the 

program, countered Radha Muthiah, chief executive of the Global 

Alliance for Clean Cookstoves. "It's a cutting-edge solution to one of the 

world's oldest challenges, it's working, and there is a lot still to be done," 

she said in a statement. 

The smallest grant revoked so far was a $2o,ooo award to the Midwest 

Pesticide Action Center to train Flint residents on how to combat 

bedbugs. Executive Director Ruth Kerzee said in an interview that 

regional EPA officials had urged the center to apply because it had a 

small amount of unused funds. The group was notified ofthe award and 

then told a month later that it was canceled. 

Kerzee said bedbug infestations have spread over time in the Michigan 

city- which has grappled with lead-contaminated drinking water since 

2014 and the center's past sessions attracted packed audiences. 

"People really do need this," she said. "For low-income communities, it's 

https://www.washingtonpostcom/ ... Htpplications.J2017/09/04/2fd707a0-88fd~lle7·a94f~3l39abce39f5_story.htm!?utm_temt=.bbfalc9dd922{1/22/2018 5:24:08 PM] 
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a really desperate situation." 

Bowman said the cancellation made sense in light of the agency's overall 

priorities: "Let's be clear, we are talking about $20,000 for a one-day 

workshop on bedbugs." 
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EPA 

Pruitt assigns political appointee to vet grant requests 
Sean Reilly, E&E News reporter 

In a bn;eak Wi!h traQ,tiOO US EPA Ac\m•ms:rs!or Scott Prt.,t\ has tasked a Si:'<~"or pot<tw.al appointee wdh ve!tmg 

compet1h1e grant soliqtatlons co::ec!1VD'y wo1tlti'V1d:eds of rniLons of dollars eacr1 year 

In a sharp break wtth tradition, U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt has inserted a senior political 

appointee into the role of vetting competitive grant solicitations collectively worth hundreds of 

millions of dollars each year, according to a memo obtained by E&E News. 

The unsjgned djrectjye released last week, orders agency employees to route the final drafts 

of aU grant solicitations for review by John Konkus, the deputy associate administrator in EPA's 
Office of Public Affairs. 

If Konkus "has any concerns, comments, or questions on the solicitation, he will contact the POC 

[point of contact) listed in the email," the memo continues. 

If the Office of Public Affairs approves the solicitation, the relevant program office rnust attach a 

copy of any comments or revisions from Konkus to the ''work flow" section of EPA's grants 

management system. Konkus is also responsible for flagging any legal or competition concerns, 

the document indicates. 

The memo, which attributes the new policy to Pruitt's office, doesn't explain the rationale for 

putting Konkus or the public affairs office in charge of reviewing solicitations. 

In response to a half,dozen written questions from E&E News 

about Konkus' qualifications and other issues, EPA 

spokeswoman Liz Bowman issued a statement today: "Grants 

are being reviewed to ensure they adhere to the Trump 

administration's goals and policies and the EPA's back·to·basics 

IH!ps"//www eenews.ne!/storiesi!060058907fll22/2018 5.25 12 PMJ 
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agenda." 

Konkus, a onetime congressional staffer and media consultant 
who served as the North Florida field office manager for then

candidate Donald Trump's presidential campaign last fall, 

declined to comment for the record. 

But the policy represents a departure from past practice on at 

least two fronts, according to former EPA employees. 

The Office of Public Affairs is the agency's communications arm, 

charged with fielding questions from reporters and writing speeches for top EPA officials. It has 

typically had no role in EPA's grants programs, apart from sending out press releases when 

individual recipients are chosen. 

Also unusual is for a political appointee to be directly embedded in reviewing solicitations before 

they are made public. 

Under the Obama administration, for example, grant-related decisions were typically made by 

career people, said Karl Brooks, who served as acting head of EPA's Office of Administration 

and Resources Management for about a year-and-a-half. 

Brooks, who now works at the University ofTexas, did not recall any involvement in the 

solicitation and award process by then-Administrator Gina McCarthy or the Office of Public 

Affairs. 

"The grant world was one that we tried to keep really scrupulous, both in the management of the 

money and the awarding of the grants," he said. 

While grants make up more than half of EPA's current $8.1 billion budget, the lion's share of that 

money flows to states and other entities through formulas. 

The exact amount of competitively awarded grants was not immediately available today, but 

Stan Meiburg, who spent the bulk of his 39 years at EPA as a career employee before serving as 

acting deputy administrator from late 2014 through this January, put the current yearly total in the 

hundreds of millions of dollars. 

The bulk of that money is spent on scientific research, Meiburg said, but also includes programs 

like Diesel Emissions Reduction Act grants, used to replace older, high-polluting, diesel-powered 

vehicles and other equipment with cleaner-burning models. 

While pol~ical appointees once had some sway in directing grant decisions, the funding amounts 

at stake were usually "very small," Meiburg said, adding that appointees' influence had steadily 

diminished over time in favor of awarding grants solely through competition. 

Immediately after taking office in January, the Trump administration briefly froze some grant 

programs, citing concerns about the use of taxpayer money (Greenwjre Jan. 25). 

Pruitt, a Republican who frequently challenged EPA regulations in his previous job as Oklahoma 

attorney general, has shown little reluctance about upending agency norms since assuming his 

current post in February. 

This spring, for example, he declined to reappoint dozens of members of the agency's Board of 

Scientific Counselors, an advisory panel on research activities, to customary second three-year 
terms. A spokesman suggested Pruitt wanted to make room for more representatives from 
industry. After seeking a fresh round of nominations for the board, however, the agency has yet 

to announce replacements. 

hrtps·//www .eenews.net/stories/1 060058907[ 1/22/2018 5:25:12 PM] 
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Protocol for Office of Public Affairs Review of Draft 

Competitive Grant Solicitations 

The Office of the Administrator has directed that all 

competitive grant solicitations be reviewed by the Office of 

Public 

Affairs (OPA) before they are posted on Grants.gov and before 

there is any external engagement (e.g., discussions with 

external stakeholders regarding priorities or other aspects of 

the competition) relating to the solicitation. This protocol 

establishes the process for OPA review. 

1. Program Office Initiates OPA Review Process: When a program 

office has a final draft of a solicitation that would 

otherwise be ready for review through the Next Generation 

Grants System (NGGS) by the Office of Grants and 

Debarment's Grants Competition Advocate's Office (GCA's Office) 

they must first send it to John Konkus, Deputy 

Associate Administrator for Public Affairs in OPA, for review 

and approval before they transmit it through NGGS for 
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GC!l. review. 1 

a. Program offices must submit a copy of the draft solicitation 

via email to ,John Konkus at 

konkus.john@epa.gov. They must also copy Bruce Binder, Senior 

Associate Director for Grants 

Competition, on the email. and ail subsequent email 

corrununications with John Konkus regarding the 

solicitation, at binder.bruce@epa.gov. 

b. The email to John Konkus must include the name, email. 

address, and telephone number for the pr-ogram 

office's point of contact (POC) to respond to any OPA questions 

or comments on the solicitation. 

2. OPA Reviews Solicitation: ,John Konkus will review the 

solicitation within 3 business days of receiving it from the 

program office. 

a. If he has any concerns, comments, or questions on the 

solicitation, he will contact the POC listed in the 
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email. If he has any competition or legal concerns he may also 

contact the GCA's Office. 

b. The program office will work directly with John Konkus to 

resolve any issues on the solicitation. The 

program office may seek assistance from the GCA's Office and/or 

OGC/ORC as necessary to resolve any 

issues. 

c. If John Konkus has no concerns, or his concerns have been 

addressed, he will contact the POC to 

communicate OPA's approval of the solicitation. 

d. After receiving OPA approval, program offices may engage in 

appropriate external outreach with the grant 

community regarding the solicitation consistent with the 

Assistance Agreement Competition Policy and 

GCA guidance. However, if this engagement results in any 

substantive changes to the draft solicitation 

approved by OPA, the program office must resubmit the 

solicitation to John Konkus for another review (see 
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Stepl). 

3. Program Office Submits OPA-Approved Solicitation for GCA and 

OGC/ORC Review: Once OPA has approved the 

solicitation, the program office must submit the opportunity to 

the GCA's Office for review via NGGS as is the 

current practice. The GCA's Office will forward it to OGC/ORC 

for review as appropriate. 

a. The program office must include a statement in the comments 

field of the ~work Flow" section of the 

NGGS opportunity indicating that OPA has approved the 

solicitation (and the date of the approval) and/or 

may attach any written approval received from John Konkus in 

the "Work Flow" section of the opportunity 

in NGGS. 

b. The program office must attach a copy of any corr~ents or 

revisions made by John Konkus to the 

solicitation in the "Work Flow" section of the NGGS 

opportunity. 
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c. If during their review of the solicitation the GCA's Office 

and/or OGC/ORC raise any comments or concerns 

with the solicitation that impact or relate to any comments 

from OPA, they will work with OPA and the 

program office to resolve the issues. 

4. Solicitation is Posted: Program offices may post their 

solicitation on their website only after receiving approval 

from OPA and the GCA's Office (and OGC/ORC when applicable). 

The GCA's Office will then post it on Grants.gov 

consistent with the established process. 

1 

Program offices may still work with the GCA's Office and 

OGC/ORC when developing the solicitation to address any 

competition or 

legal issues with the competition prior to sending it to OPA 

for review. 
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Trump administration tells EPA to freeze all grants, contracts- The Washington Post 

'"'ct'o'" W:hc \\Jasl}ington tJosl 
! ;I! i 1J 

Encrg) and Environment 

Trump administration 
tells EPA to freeze all 
grants, contracts 
By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin 

The headquarters of the Environmental Protection Agency in Washington. (Matt 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... Uwp/20 17/01/23/trump-administration-tells-epa-to-freeze-a!l-grants-contracts/?utm~ term=.458051b336dc[J/2J/20 18 I :00: I 8 PM] 
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Trump administration tells EPA to freeze all grants, contracts* The Washington Post 

McClain/ The Washington Post) 

The Trump administration has instructed officials at the Environmental 

Protection Agency to freeze its grants and contracts, a move that could 

affect everything from state-led climate research to localized efforts to 

improve air and water quality to environmental justice projects aimed at 

helping poor communities. 

An email went out to employees in the agency's Office of Acquisition 

Management within hours of President Trump's swearing-in on Friday. 

"New EPA administration has asked that all contract and grant awards 

be temporarily suspended, effective immediately," read the email, which 

was shared with The Washington Post. "Until we receive further 

clarification, which we hope to have soon, please construe this to include 

task orders and work assignments." 

According to its website, each year the EPA awards more than $4 billion 

in funding for grants and other assistance agreements. For now, it 

appears, that funding is on hold, casting a cloud of uncertainty over one 

of the agency's core functions, as well as over the scientists, state and 

local officials, universities and Native American tribes that often benefit 

from the grants. 

"EPA staff have been reviewing grants and contracts information with 

the incoming transition team," an agency spokesperson said in an email 

Tuesday. "Pursuant to that review, the agency is continuing to award the 

environmental program grants and state revolving loan fund grants to 

the states and tribes; and we are working to quickly address issues 

related to other categories of grants." The agency said the goal is to 

complete the grants and contracts review by the close of business Friday. 

https://w'-"w.wa.shingtonpost.com/ ... t/wp/20 17/0 i/23/trump-administration*tel!s-epa-to-freeze*all*grants*contracts/?utm_term=A5805fb336dcf 1/23/2018 1 :00: 18 PM] 
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Trump administration tells EPA to freeze all grants. contracts· The Washington Post 

It is unclear whether the move by the incoming administration was 

related to President Trump's order Monday that federal agencies halt 

hiring in all areas on the executive branch except for the military, 

national security and public safety, which also curbed contracting as a 

way of compensating for the freeze. "Contracting outside the 

Government to circumvent the intent of this memorandum shall not be 

permitted," the memorandum states. 

[Trump's regulatory freeze haltsjimr Obama rules aimed at promoting 

greater energy efficiency] 

Administration officials inserted the language in an apparent attempt to 

curb the growth in federal contracts that arose during previous freezes 

imposed under Presidents Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan. But the 

total halt in contracts and grants for a single agency appeared to go 

beyond that specific provision, which applied solely to contracting 

activities in response to the halt in hiring. 

Myron Ebell, who oversaw the EPA transition for the new 

administration, told Pro Publica on Monday that the freezing of grants 

and contracts was not unprecedented. 

"They're trying to freeze things to make sure nothing happens they don't 

want to have happen, so any regulations going forward, contracts, 

grants, hires, they want to make sure to look at them first," said Ebell, 

director of the Center for Energy and Environment at the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute, an industry-backed group that has long sought to 

slash the authority of the EPA. 

"This may be a little wider than some previous administrations, but it's 

very similar to what others have done," he told the publication. 

But not in recent history has such a blanket freeze taken place, and one 

https://v.ww.washingtonpost.corn/ ... t/wp/201 7/0 !/23/trump-administration-te!ls-epa-to-freeze-al!-grants-contracts/?utm _tcnn=.45805fb336dc[l/23/2018 1 :00:18 PM] 
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Trump administration tells EPA to !feeze all grants, contracts· The Washington Post 

employee told Pro Publica he did not recall anything like it in nearly a 

decade with the agency. 

The move is likely to increase anxieties inside an already tense agency. 

Ebell and other transition officials have made little secret about their 

goal of greatly reducing the EPA's footprint and regulatory reach. Trump 

has repeatedly criticized the EPA for what he calls a string of onerous, 

expensive regulations that are hampering businesses. And his nominee 

to run the agency, Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt, has 

repeatedly sued the EPA over the years, challenging its legal authority to 

regulate everything from mercury pollution to various wetlands and 

waterways to carbon emissions from power plants. 

A look at President Trump's first 100 days 

The beginning of the president's term has featured controversial executive 
orders and frequent confiicts with the media. 

Read more: 

ht!ps://wv.w.washingtonpost.eom/ ... t.lwp/2017/0 1/23/trump-administration-te!!s-epa·to·freeze-a!!·grants·contracts/'?utm _tenn=.4:5805fb336dc[ l/23/20 I 8 I :00: 18 PM] 
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EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's Calendars Show Deep Industl)' Connections· American Oversight 

INVESTIGATIONS DOCUMENTS BLOG ABOUT SEARCH 

PUBLISH DATE OCTOBER 3, 2017 

EPA ADMINISTRATOR 
SCOTT PRUITT'S 
CALENDARS SHOW DEEP 
INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS 

https://wv.'W.americanoversight.orglepa-administrator-scott-pruitts-ca!endarNhow-deep-induslry-connections[l/24/2018 11:47:10 AM] 



884 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00150 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
66

8

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's Calendars Show Deep Industry Connections - American Oversight 

As part of our investigation into EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's mismanagement of the agency 

American Oversight has obtained and released copies of Pruitt's calendars from February through 

May 2017. The calendars show extensive meetings with energy and chemical industry executives and 

lobbyists and provide a deeper look at how Pruitt has been spending his time at the head of the nation's 

environmental regulator. 

Statement ti·mn American Oversight Executive Director Austin Evers: 

,, rhesc calendars show in hlack-nnd-\\:hite what \\C already .suspected; that Adminislrator Pruitt has 

an open-door policy at the FPA Cor polluters. the fossil fuel industry. and other special interests. 

Instead of rocusing on protecting our Hlmilics and the L'llYironment from pollution. Pruitt has 

\\orkeJ in secret to tum thl' EPA into an aJly and tool of the corromtions hc·s .:.;uppost.!d to he 

regulating. J\dministrator Pruitt's has launched an unprecedented assault on transpar\.'ncy. but 

l\maican 0Ycrsight will continul' to fight to l!nsurc that his actions re-ceive the full scrutiny the~ 

dl'SCf\ c.'' 

American Oversight submitted a Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) request to the EPA on April 5, 

2017 seeking copies of Pruitt's calendars. After more than tv>o months of waiting for the EPA to provide 

the calendars, we tiled a lawsuit on June 27 to force the agency to comply with the law. 

View EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's calendars from February- May 2017 here. 

Part of Investigation: 

Scott Pruitt's Mismanagement of the EPA 

Topic 

Environment & Energy 
Ethics & Confiicts 

Entity 

Environmental Protection Agency 

FOIAID# 

EPA-17-0074 

https:h\vww .americanoversight.org/epa-admin istrator~scott~pruitts-catendars-show..<feep-industry-cormections[ J/24/20 18 J 1 : 47: I 0 AM] 
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EPA chief Pruitt met with many corporate execs. Then he made decisions in their favor.- The Washington Post 

Sections lill}t ~ngton IJost 
lJ>JW'l:t<.U'Jlius m Dmldl<s~; 

I:ncrgy and Environmc:nt 

EPA chief Pruitt met 
with many corporate 
execs. Then he made 
decisions in their favor. 
By Steven Mufson and Juliet Eilperin 

https://www.washingtonpostcom/ ... t-with~many-corporate-execs-short!y-before-maklng-decisions-in-their-favor/?utm_tenn=.JOr916f85ll4ftJ24/2018 11:46:59 AM] 
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EPA chief Pruitt met with many corporate execs. Then he made decisions in their favor.~ The Washington Post 

Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt's schedule has been made public 
for the first time. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP) 

Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt has met regularly 

with corporate executives from the automobile, mining and fossil fuel 

industries -in several instances shortly before making decisions 

favorable to those interest groups, according to a copy of his schedule 

obtained by The Washington Post. 

There were, by comparison, only two environmental groups and one 

public health group on the schedule, which covers the months of April 

through early September. 

It is the broadest public release of Pruitt's schedule and it adds to 

understanding about how he makes decisions. 

https:/ /www. washingtonpost.com/ ... t-with-many~corporate~execs~shortly-before~making ·decisions-in~their- favor/?utm _ tenn"" .3 Of916f85 114[ I !24/20 ! 8 II :46: 59 AM: 
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EPA chief Pruitt met with many corporate execs. Then he made decisions in their favor .• The Washington Post 

On the morning of May 1, Pruitt met at EPA headquarters with the 

Pebble Limited Partnership, a Canadian firm that had been blocked by 

the agency in 2014 from building a massive gold, copper and 

molybdenum mine in Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed. 

That afternoon, he met with Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who also 

opposed the Obama administration's decision to invoke a provision of 

the Clean Water Act to block the mine, on the grounds that 

contamination could jeopardize the region's valuable sockeye salmon 

run. 

A week and a half after the meetings, the two sides struck a legal 

settlement that cleared the way for the firm to apply for federal permits 

for the operation. 

In a statement at the time, Pruitt said that the agreement "will not 

guarantee or prejudge a particular outcome, but will provide Pebble a 

fair process for their permit application and help steer EPA away from 

costly and time-consuming litigation." 

A week after the administrator met with Pebble Limited Partnership, he 

met at EPA headquarters with Fitzgerald Truck Sales, the nation's 

largest manufacturer of commercial truck "gliders," which are truck 

bodies without an engine or transmission. 

On Aug. 17, a little more than two months after meeting with Fitzgerald, 

Pruitt announced that he would revisit an October 2016 decision to 

apply greenhouse gas emissions standards for heavy-duty trucks to 

gliders and trailers, saying he was making the decision following "the 

significant issues" raised by those in the industry. 

Frank O'Donnell, president of Clean Air Watch, said that the 

https://www.washingtonpostcom/ ... t-with-many-corporate-execs-shortly-before-making·decisions·in·their·favor/?utm_tenn"".30f916f85114fl/2412018 II :46:59 AM} 
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EPA chief Pruitt met with many corporate execs. Then he made decisions in their favor. * The WW>hington Post 

manufacturers of gliders have been using their products' lack of engines 

to evade stricter air pollution standards, which is why EPA issued its 

2016 rule in the first place. "It is a classic special-interest loophole- one 

that would mean dirtier air and public health damage," he said. 

President Trump said in mid-March that his administration would 

reexamine the fuel-efficiency standards for cars and light trucks that 

President Barack Obama had approved. Pruitt then met with 

representatives of General Motors on Apri126; the Auto Alliance, the 

industry's lobbying arm, on April 27; and Ford Motor Co. on May 23. 

The industry has been pressing for a rollback in the efficiency targets. In 

August, the EPA formally reopened the rules with an eye to relax them. 

Gloria Bergquist, vice president of the Auto Alliance, said in an email 

that "every EPA Administrator meets with the broad spectrum of 

stakeholder groups to hear their views. The previous administrator met 

with environmental groups calling for higher fuel economy standards, 

and then rushed the midterm review forward before the new president 

took office." She said that "this Administration has simply put the review 

process agreed upon by all participants back on track so all the relevant 

data can be gathered." 

"As EPA has been the poster child for regulatory overreach, the Agency 

is now meeting with those ignored by the Obama Administration," EPA 

spokeswoman Liz Bowman said in an email Friday. "As we return EPA 

to its core mission, Administrator Pruitt is leading the Agency through 

process, the rule of law and cooperative federalism." 

OnApril24, Pruitt met with the executive committee of the National 

Mining Association, and the next day with representatives of rural 

cooperatives, whose rural and suburban customers rely largely on aging 

coal plants. He met with oil industry companies and associations, 

https:/hvww.washingtonpost.com/ ... t·With·many·corporate·execs·short!y.bcfore·making-decisions·in·their·favor/?utm_term=.30f916f85114[1124/20 18 11 :46:59 AM] 
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EPA chief Pruitt met with many corporate execs. Then he made decisions in their favor.· The Washington Post 

including Phillips 66, the American Fuel & Petrochemical 

Manufacturers board; the American Petroleum Institute directors; and 

Magellan Midstream Partners, a petroleum pipeline and storage firm. 

Earlier this month, Pruitt granted an industry coalition's request to 

revisit a 2015 EPA rule to tighten federal requirements for how 

companies contain coal ash, the toxic waste produced from burning coal 

in power plants. A range of the groups he met with this spring, including 

several of the nation's largest coal-fired utilities, had sought the 

regulatory change. 

Pruitt met April 6 with FirstEnergy, an Ohio-based utility that has been 

looking for financial or regulatory relief to keep its aging coal plants 

from being shut down. The plants have been hard-pressed to meet 

mercury limits required under the Clean Air Act, and to compete with 

cheap natural gas and renewable energy. 

He also met with a number of agriculture business groups, Boeing, 

General Electric and CIA Director Mike Pompeo. 

GE and Boeing were urging Pruitt to make fuel efficiency and 

greenhouse gas emissions standards for aircraft and aircraft engines 

more stringent, said a source familiar with the meeting. GE makes 

efficient aircraft engines and Boeing is one of its biggest customers. The 

source asked for anonymity to protect business relationships. 

[At EP/1., qzwnling the chief pulls agentsfi·om pursuing environmental 

crimes] 

While most of Pruitt's meetings were at EPA headquarters, he has 

traveled around D.C. and the country to address industry boards and 

their broader membership behind closed doors. On April 24, he 

addressed the NMA's board of directors meeting in Naples, Fla. In May 

https://www.washingtonpost.corn/ .. .t·with·rnany.corporate·execs·shortly·before·making·decisions·in·their·favor/?utm_tenn=.30f916f85114[1/24/2018 11:46:59 AM] 
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EPA chief Pruitt met with many corporate execs. Then he made decisions in their favor.· The Washington Post 

he spoke to the Portland Cement Association, the Large Public Power 

Council, American Iron and Steel, the American Exploration & 

Production Council and the board of directors and executive committee 

of the U.S. Oil & Gas Association in several locations around 

Washington. 

The next month he addressed the board of the American Coalition for 

Clean Coal Electricity and the National Turkey Federation in different 

spots in D.C., and on Aug. 10 he met with the Dallas chapter of the 

National Association of Homebuilders in Plano, Tex. He also addressed 

a group of social conservatives, the Council for National Policy, in 

McLean. Va, on May 19. 

During the period covered by the schedule, from early April to mid

September, Pruitt consulted repeatedly with state and federal officials by 

phone or in person. Ofthe 19 governors he contacted, all but five were 

Republican. 

One, West Virginia's Jim Justice was a Democrat at the time, but 

subsequently switched parties. Another, Puerto Rico's Ricardo Rossell6, 

who heads the island's New Progressive Party, which espouses 

statehood, was contacted after the commonwealth had been hit by 

Hurricane Irma. 

While the administrator has devoted much of his time to meeting with 

industry representatives, he did meet with three environmental and 

public-health advocates in late May. 

On May 24, he saw officials from the American Academy of Pediatrics, 

which backs stricter air-pollution standards; the next day, he met with 

Trout Unlimited. 

On May 25, Pruitt met with Bob Perciasepe, who served as deputy 

https://wv.w,washingtonpost.com/ ... t·with·many·corporate-execs-shortly-before·making-decisions·in·their·favor/?utm_tenn""JOfl)!6ffi5114[J/24/2018 11:46:59 AM] 
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EPA chief Pruitt met with many corporate execs. Then he made decisions in their favor.· The Washinglon Post 

administrator of the EPA for four and-a-half years under Obama and 

now heads the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions. 

How to Adult 

A new video series from The Washington Post 

Play V1deo 1 56 

https://wv.'W.washingtonpost.com/ ... Hvith·many-rorporute-execs-shortly-before-making-decisions-in-their-favor/?utm_tenn=.30f916f85114fln4/2018 11:46:59 AM} 
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EPAClucfScottPrumlJnderlnvesuga!lllnforMoroccoTrip 

EPA CHIEF SCOTI PRUITT UNDER INVESTIGATION 

FOR MOROCCO TRIP 

BY ALEXANDER NAZARYAN ON 1111118AT 1 34 AM 

SHARE 

!n December, an American official travelled to the North African nation of Morocco, 

where he promoted trade in liquified natural gas_ The official was not in private 

industry, nor part of a Department of Energy delegation. Instead, he was Scott 

Pruitt, administrator ofthe Environmental Protection Agency. Now, Pruitt is facing 

investigation for that trip by his own agency's inspector general 

The development was ~st reported by the Washington Examiner. 

Pruitt was already being probed for his frequent trips to Oklahoma, where some 

believe he is laying the groundwork for a senatorial or gubernatorial campaign. His 

flights to the Sooner State alone, on either private or military craft, have cost 

American taxpayers $58,000, according to a Washington Post report. 

Keep Up With This Story And More By Subscribing 
Now 

The trip to Morocco lasted four days and cost $40,000. Pruitt was reportedly 

accompanied by four other officials from the EPA. After the trip came to light, Pruitt 

said that he was in Morocco to discuss how to "enhance environmental 

stewardship around the world." Responding to a Newsweek query about the trip, 

EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox pointed to ~ress release dated December 12. 

But for critics, Pruitt's natura! gas boosterism remained a troubling aspect of the 

trip, especially given his friendliness with private industry -and stated antipathy 

to regulation. Pruitt's native Oklahoma, after all, is the third-biggest producer of 

natural gas in the United States after Texas and Pennsylvania, and Pruitt is well 

liked by the state's energy sector, which formed a significant part of his donor base 

blt]l f.'www newsweek com!scott-prum-epa-mvestigation•mnrocco-777~89[1124.12018 12·17 23 PM] 
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EPA Ch1efScott Prullt Under Investigation for Morocco Tnp 

when he was an elected official there. Moreover, Morocco is building a $4.6 billion 

natural gas terminal near the Atlantic port of El Jadida. Morocco and the United 

States trade under the U.S.-Morocco Free Trade Agreement, signed in 2004. 

"We're glad the Inspector General is looking into Administrator Pruitt's trip to 

Morocco, along with the other ongoing investigations into his spending and travel," 

said Keith Gaby, communications director at the Environmental Defense 

Fund. "This trip was another sign that Pruitt doesn't get that his job is to protect the 

health of American families. He seems much more interested in raising his profile 

and promoting the interests of those who have supported his political career." 

An investigation into Pruitt's trip to North Africa had been requested by Sen. 

Thomas R. Carper, Democrat of Delaware. In a December 18 letter to the EPA's 

inspector general, Arthur A. Elkins, Jr., Carper wrote, "I request that you review 

the purpose of Administrator Pruitt's travels to determine whether his activities 

during each trip are in line with EPA's mission 'to protect human health and the 

environment.'" 

On Tuesday, a notice from the EPA's Office of the General indicated that 

it was, in fact, expanding its inquiry into Pruitt's travel to include last 

month's Morocco trip. 

Pruitt is one of several Trump cabinet members facing questions about the 

potentially improper use of taxpayer funds. In September, Health and Human 

Services secretary Tom Price resigned for having spent more than $400.000 on 

private flights. More recently, Interior secretary Ryan Zinke has come under 

scrutiny for a $40.000 helicopter tour of Nevada. 

This post had been updated with additional information. 

REQUEST REPRINT OR SUBMIT CORRECTION 

Join the Discussion 

CHOOSE A I\IIEMBERSH!P THAT'S PERFECT FOR YOU! 

http:f/www newsweek.com/scott·pruilt-epa·investigation·morocco• 777689{1n4/20 18 12:17:23 PM] 
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E.P.A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream oflndustry Meetings and Trips Home- The New York Times 

POLITICS 

E.P .A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream of 
Industry Meetings and Trips Home 
By ERIC LIPTON and LISA FRIEDMAN OCT. 3, 2.017 

D 

has met much morP oft('H with 
of(kia!s and !ohh~ i~t..., from cornpnnies ht' 

https://W"W\\'.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/03/us/politicslepa-scott-pruitt-ealendar-industries-coal-oil-environmentalists.html[ 1124/2018 11:43:43 AM] 
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E.P.A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream of Industry Meetings and Trips Home- The New York Times 

WASHINGTON - For lunch on April 26, Scott Pruitt, the new 
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, dined with top 
executives from Southern Company, one of the nation's largesl coal-burning 
electric utilities, at Equinox, a white-tablecloth favorite of Washington 

power brokers. 

That evening, it was on to BLT Prime, a steakhouse inside the Trump 
International Hotel in Washington, for a meal with the board of directors of 
Alliance Resource Partners, a coal-mining giant whose chief executive 
donated nearly$·> million to help elect President Trump. 

Before those two agenda items, Mr. Pruitt met privately with top executives 
and lobbyists from General Motors to talk about their request to block an 

Obama administration move to curb emissions that contribute to climate 
change. 

It was just a typical day for Mr. Pruitt, the former Oklahoma attorney 
general. Since taking office in February, Mr. Trump's E.P.A. chief has held 
back-to-hack meetings, briefing sessions and speaking engagements almost 
daily with top corporate executives and lobbyists from all the major 
economic sectors that he regulates - and almost no meetings with 
environmental groups or consumer or public health advocates, according to 

a ~e accounting of his daily schedule from February through May, the 
most detailed look yet at what Mr. Pruitt has been up to since he took over 

the agency. 

Many of those players have high-profile matters pending before the agency, 

with potentially hundreds of millions of dollars in regulatory costs at stake. 

Some ofthese same companies and trade associations were allies of Mr. 
Pruitt when, as Oklahoma's attorney general, he sued the E.P.A. at least 14 

J.i.meJ; to try to block rules Mr. Pruitt is now in charge of enforcing. 
He also took several trips home to Oklahoma for long weekends, often with 

one or two brief work meetings, followed by long stretches of downtime. 

E.P .A. officials defended Mr. Pruitt's industry-heavy appointment book. 

"As E.P.A. has been the poster child for regulatory overreach, the agency is 
now meeting with those ignored by the Obama administration," an emailed 

https://wv.w .nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/03/us/politics/epa-scott-pruitt-calendar-industries-coal-oil-environmentalists.html[ 1/24/2018 1 J :43:43 AM] 
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E.P.A. Chiers Calendar: A Stream of Industry Meetings and Trips Home~ The New York Times 

statement from the agency said, adding that the agency believed that The 
New York Times was making an "attempt to sensationalize for clicks" the 
administrator's detailed calendar. 

But William K. Reilly, the E.P.A. administrator under the first President 

George Bush, described the level of meetings between Mr. Pruitt and 
industry executives as unusual. 

"My sense is there is almost nothing about this administration that is 
traditional," Mr. Reilly said. He said Mr. Pruitt's history of suing the E.P .A. 
should have prompted him to meet regularly with public health advocates 
and environmentalists. 

"I would think be would feel a responsibility to bend over backward to show 

a sense of judicious impartiality," Mr. Reilly said. 

In just the first 15 days of May, Mr. Pruitt lll.ei..iillh the chief executive of the 
Chemours Company, a leading chemical maker, as well as three chemical 
lobbying groups; the egg producers lobby; the president of Shell Oil 

Company; the chief executive of Southern Company; lobbyists for the farm 
bureau, the tov association and a cement association; the president of a 
truck equipment manufacturer seeking to roll back emissions regulations for 

tmcks; and the president of the Independent Petroleum Association of 
America. 

The E.P.A. leader also scheduled a call with the Family Research Council, 

whose self-described mission is to "advance faith, family and freedom in 
public policy and the culture from a Christian worldview." The topic: pulling 
"together a small group of key business leaders around the country who are 

very excited about Administrator Pruitt's new leadership role." 

In recent weeks, Freedom of Information Act requests from 
environmentalists, other nonprofit groups and news organizations including 

The Washington Post have dislodged documents that hint at Mr. Pruitt's 

typical day. But for the first time, the most recent release, based on an open 

records request by the liberal nonprofit American Oversight, includes a 

description of the topics discussed at each of the meetings, and a list of all 

the agency officials and corporate executives scheduled to attend. 

Mr. Pruitt also has made frequent, government-funded trips to his home 

https://wv.w.nytimes.com/2017 /1 0/03/us/politics/epa-scott-pruitt-calendar~industries-conl-oil-environmentalists.html[ 1/24/2018 t I :43:43 AM] 
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E.P.A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream oflndustl)' Meetings and Trips Home~ The New York Times 

state of Oklahoma, even when the journeys included only a bit of official 
business. A trip to Oklahoma on May 5, which cost $1,043, was justified by 
the E.P.A. as an "informational meeting." It consisted of a one-hour sit
down that Friday with Sam Wade, the chief executive of the National Rural 
Water Association, then a return flight to Washington the following 
Monday. 

Mr. Pruitt flew to Oklahoma on May 19, a Friday, toured a chemical 
company for three hours the nexi day, then returned to Washington on 
Monday. The flight for that trip cost $2,122. These trips are h~Ilincl 
by the agency's inspector general. In later trips Mr. Pruitt appears to have 
scheduled a greater number of meetings around trips to Oklahoma, such as 
a three-day trip in ,July during which he toured a Phillips 66 energy plant, 
spoke to the Chamber of Commerce in Tulsa, held a round table on the 
rollback of a Clean Water Act regulation and met with Gov. Mary Fallin. 

DOCUMENT 

Who Is the E.P.A. 
Administrator 
Scott Pruitt 
Meeting With? A 
Detailed 
Schedule 
Tlw EnYironmcntal 
Protection AgL:ncy late last 
\w•ek rl'leased a detailed 
accounting of Scott Pruitt's 
dnily events for the first 
three month~ of his tenure. 

--
~ --

Mr. Pruitt generally takes commercial flights when he travels, records show, 
but on at least one~ he flew on a much more expensive charter 

flight, and on two other occasions, on federal government and lllil.i1ar): 
~'after getting authorization from agency officials. 

But many of Mr. Pruitt's trips outside Washington, the records show, also 
involved speeches to industry groups and conservative activists who worked 

https://'Www,nytimes.cornl20 17/1 0/03/us/politics/epa~scott-pruitt-calendar~industrieswcoal-oil-environmentalists.htmlf 1124/2018 11 :43:43 AM] 
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E.P.A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream of Industry Meetings and Trips Home~ The New York Times 

closely with the energy industry to challenge the Obama administration's 

regulatory agenda. 

Destinations included the Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort in Naples, Fla., inJ.a1c. 
April, where Mr. Pruitt spoke to the National Mining Association; the 
Phoenician, a golf resort and spa in Scottsdale, Ariz., where he :illQl\!2 to the 
National Association of Manufacturers; and the Broadmoor, a Colorado 

Springs hotel, for JL¥,.atiliTi.LUW2Lc:Q!lSl)rr:l!LiiT_atiliisis, sponsored by the 
Heritage Foundation, where the agenda inclmled sessions like "Innovative 
Ways to Roll Back the Administrative State." 

The Times also examined more than a year's worth of J.:JJli~.!l..dill'..J.:KUJd::i 
lllli.intained f(n· Gillil :Vld:a!Jlu:, Mr. Pruitt's predecessor under President 
Barack Obama, which also demonstrated a partisan bent. Ms. McCarthy 
held a disproportionate number of meetings with Democratic lawmakers 
and environmental groups, particularly in the summer of 2014, when the 

administration was making the case for sweeping climate-change 

regulations. 

But the documents show Ms. McCarthy apparently spent much more time 
meeting with E.P .A. professional staff and other federal government officials 
than Mr. Pruitt, discussing agency programs and policies. She also met with 
industry players, like the American Gas Association, the National Pork 
Producers Council and Edison Electric Institute, the utility lobby. 

One of Mr. Pruitt's first scheduled meetings with a public health advocacy 

group, according to the calendar, came on May 24 when he sat down with 
the American Academy of Pediatrics. A day later he had two meetings with 

environmental activists, including a group called Trout Unlimited, a 
conservation group. Liz Bowman, a spokeswoman for the E.P.A., said the 
agency (she would not speci(y who) had met with more than two dozen 

other health and environmental groups, including the Audubon Society and 
the American Lung Association. 

The newly released documents, for the first time, create a direct link 
between Mr. Pruitt's meetings and actions that the industry wants him to 

take. 

The oil and gas industry, for example, opposed an Obama-era rule that 

https:/ /V.W\\'.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/03/us/politics/epa*scott·pntitt~calendar~industries~coal-oil-environmentalists.htm 1[ l/24/20 18 II :43:43 AM] 
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E.P.A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream of Industry Meetings and Trips Home~ The New York Times 

required it to collect information on the emission of methane, a gas that is 
l.1)JJ;,idcn:.dl!U<:.<tS.L2Slimt'il as effective at warming the planet as carbon 
dioxide. 

On March 27, ~. the vice president of regulatory affairs at the 
Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association, saw Mr. Pruitt for half an 

hour in the administrator's office to offer, according to the schedule notes, 
"just a few words of appreciation for canceling the Information Collection 

Request (ICR) on the oil and gas industry." Mr. Ferate and )c]J~_\'.miillt<l'.l 

h~:.ctLKULkin>; together s.im:.<.'.lLtk.<L'it.2ll!1 when Mr. Pruitt was 
Oklahoma's attorney general to try to kill the methane rule. 

The calendars show how companies often turn to people with close persomtl 

ties to Mr. Trump or Mr. Pruitt to set up meetings. Roy W. Bailey, the Texas 
co-finance chairman for the Trump campaign, helped organize a meeting for 

Intrexon, a Mmyland company that wants E.P.A. approval for a hlntlli:ll: 
ill! sed mosquiVLrullltuLs,Dit=. Jessica M. Garrison, a former consultant to 
the Republican Attorneys General Association, helped set up the lunch that 
Mr. Pruitt had at Equinox with electric utility executives. 

The schedule also includes a number of meetings with automakers who 
pressed the Trump administration to roll back Mr. Obama's decision to lock 
in vehide emissions rules through 2025. Mr. Pruitt met in his office on 

March 17 with the clw.Wmmi2Uh\:L\Y.. Harald Kriiger. On April 27, Mr. Pruitt 
met with G.M. a second time, along with nine other automakers represented 
by the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers. The topic: "key E.P.A. 
priorities affecting the auto industry." 

Mr. Pruitt in !ate April illl.l£J:LmuUiBL!.i.s£cul i'·illiJ:!:illl.LiLlr:aili:.Jlill~£iatinn 
J:taln;;>enting sorghum cereal grain growers, including their lobbyist, Joe 
Bischoff~ a former official at the Department of Agriculture. The message 
they offered Mr. Pruitt: The industry had "witnessed significant pesticide
related restrictions and the threat of revocation of more than half of the 
crop's reliable insecticides." 

Representatives from Crop Life America, a trade association n\lllu: giant 

pesticide companies such as Dow AgroSciences and Bayer CropScience, 

S£j2ill1lldy met "·ith illr Prnill to "acknowledge the many actions taken 
already to correct recent regulatory overreach.'' The meeting ''ith Crop Life 

mmJ.:..liii.:JJa.Lllitcr Mr. Pruitt overruled E.P .A. scientists who had 
recommended that the agency ban a pesticide named chlorpyrifos, which 

has been blamed, inl~.::fJ.tllik.clreseardl, for causing developmental 

disabilities in children, particularly mnfJ_Uglht:JmnilLC:LnUmm.lmrk~!'s. 

https:/ /v.viW.nytimes.com/20 17/l 0/03/us/politics/epa~scotl~pruitt~calendar~industries~coal-oil~environmentalists.html[ 1/24/2018 l I :43:43 AMl 
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E.P.A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream oflndustl)' Meetings and Trips Home M The New York Times 

Another theme emerges in the calendar: Industry executives and 
conservative activists often scored meetings to press Mr. Pruitt to kill or 

modify Obama-era climate change regulations, particularly the so-called 

Clean Power Plan. A May 18 conference call included representatives from 

the State Policy Network and American Legislative Exchange Council, an 

organization l.'i1b Jk~ to Charles G. and D<l'.dd H. Koch, the billionaire 

industrialists. 

"Many people on this call were leading the Clean Power Plan pushback in 

their state and are advocates for devolving decision making to the local 

level," the calendar notes. 

The E.P.A. is expected to issue a legal justification and plan for rescindi~ 

~CkanJ:ml::crJ'.llill as soon ;ltlhis_Jttck. 

RELATED COVERAGE 

Scott Pruitt Spent Much of Early Months at 
E.P .A. Traveling Home, Report Says , ,, , 

Scott Pruitt Is Carrying Out His E.P.A. Agenda 
in Secret, Critics Say 

Secrecy and Suspicion Surround Trump's 
Deregulation Teams 

Show All 

https://\vww.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/03/us/pol itics/epa-scottMpruitt-calendar-industries~coal-.oil-environmentalists.html [ 1/24/20 18 11 :43:43 AM] 
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EP,\ !G to prot.e Pnutf's Oklalwma travel-- Augu'>l 28, 20!7 m 3 0! PM-· w"'"' eencwo.net 

E~ENEWS 
<<Back to E&E News index page 

EPA 
IG to probe Pruitt's Oklahoma travel 
Kevin Bogardus. E&E News reponer 

This story was updated at 4:35p.m. EDT. 

The U.S. EPA inspector general Is planning to audit Administrator Scott Pruitt's travel back home 

to Oklahoma. 

The agency's Internal watchdog said in a...natl~_e _ _today it plans to begin "preliminary research" on 
EPA adhering to policies and procedures regarding Pruitt's travel to Oklahoma 

"This assignment is being initiated based on congressional requests and a hOt!ine complaint, a!! 
which expressed concerns about Administrator Pruitt's travel- primarily his frequent travel to 

and from his home state of Oklahoma at taxpayer expense," said the notice, which was signed 

by John Trefry, director of forensic audits for the IG's Office of Audit. 

The audit's goals are to determine "the frequency, cost and e)(tent" of Pruitt's trips to Oklahoma 

through July 31, whether policies and procedures were followed for that travel, and whether 

those policies are "sufficiently designed'' to stop fraud, waste and abuse with the EPA chiers 

travel, according to the notice. 

For the probe, auditors will review relevant documents and interview management and staff. The 

IG witt work with EPA's Cincinnati Finance Center as well as its chief financial officer for the 

audit. 

The watchdog expects to start its work on the audit of Pruitt's travel in late August 

An EPA spokeswoman defended Pruitt's travel, saying the administrator wanted to hear from 

those impacted by the agency's rules 

http.> 1IW\\-II'Cenewsnet'stones/I060059J03[l'22/20!812 26·57 Pl•·lJ 
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EPA JG to probe Pnutfs Oklahoma travel·· August 28, 2017 at 3.01 PM-- W\\W ecne'.I-S net 

"Administrator Pruitt is traveling the country to hear directly from the people impacted by EPA's 

regulations outside of the Washington bubble. This is nothing more than a distraction from the 

administrator's significant environmental accomplishments," said Amy Graham, the EPA 

spokeswoman. 

Pruitt's trips back home have come under scrutiny from environmental groups as well as 

Democrats on Capitol Hilt His Oklahoma travel has fueled speculation that Pruitt is preparing for 

a future run for elected office there. 

The EPA administrator spent 43 of 92 days this past spring in Oklahoma, leading to airfare costs 

of more than $12,000, according to records obtained under the Freedom of Information Act by 

the Environmental Integrity Project. The group asked the EPA IG to review Pruitt's travel~ 

JttWJiE/L July 24). 

Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce Committee also asked the agency watchdog to 

investigate the administrator's trips to Oklahoma ~July 31). 

Inspector General Arthur Elkins sent a separateJ.ettn_today to Rep. Frank Pallone (D~N.J.}, the 

committee's ranking member, saying that his office "will undertake a systemic audit to review" 

regarding the agency's handling of Pruitt's travel. 

EPA and Pruitt himself have defended his travel to Oklahoma. The EPA chief said in an 

~with FOX 25, a local Oklahoma television station, that "an alt~EPA" was behind the 

research of his travel, noting "their facts are wrong" and "not accurate." 

1willer· @KevinBogardus j E:mai!. kbogardus@eenews.net 

Like what you see? 
We thought you might. 

Start a free trial now. 

Get access to our comprehensive. daily coverage ol energy and environmental 
politics and policy. 

LA TEST SELECTED HEADLINES 

hltp> .''wy,w eenews net1stories/106005930J[l/22120!8 12:26·57 PM) 
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EPA inspector general further 
expands probe into Pruitt travel 

254 

The Environmental Protection Agency's internal inspector genera! is again 
expandmg 1ts mveshgation 11110 the travel habits of agency head Scott Pruitt 

An mternal !!l~r::!l-1? dated Jan. 10 alerts the agency of the amendment to the 
investigation, which expands the dates of travel covered m the probe to mdude 
Pruitt's travel through the end of 2017. The memo noted that the decision to 
expand the probe came in response to "additional congressional requests" 
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Sen_ Tom Carper (D-DeL) requested the investigation include Pruitt's December 

trip to Morocco, which reportedly cost $40,000 in taxpayer dollars 

In a Dec. 18 L~tt~r to the inspector general, Carper wrote that one purpose of 

PrU!tt"s trip was to promote natural gas exports and that the trip should be 
scrutinized because the EPA does not oversee natural gas 

AolOOJ~f!Ctor general's memo notes that the objectives of the investtgation 

remain the same: determining the "frequency. cost and extent" of Pruitt's 

travel and whether agency policies and procedures were followed 

Th1s 1S the second time the inspector general has ~_nded its probe into 
Pruitt's travel hab1ts. The probe was originally limited to his travel via 

noncommercial flights through July 31, which had cost more than $58,000 

The investigation was expanded in October to include his taxpayer-funded 
nights through the end of September 

The office is also lookmg into Pruitt's 8-PiiL'!l_~-~.!L!]J~: with a coal mining industry 

group and his decision to have a $25,000 -~9~-f.Q~_b_one boot~ installed in 
his office 

The use of private flights by officials has plagued the Trump administration. 

Former Health and Human Services Secretary To~ P_~~~~- ~~~<;!last year 
over reports about his pricey travel habits and promised to pay back $52,000 to 

cover "his sear on the flights. 

And the Treasury Department h.asJo~k~d.!J1t()_a fiight taken by Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin that cost taxpayers at least $25,000. 
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EPA inspector genera! now investigating Pruitt's usc of military. private flights- The Washington Post 

Sectrons: , C!i!Je tlJru;Mll!Jltm f,klllt 
lh mn,'''~ * l1 Ow s m Darkrws" 

Lncrg) and Ell\ ironnh:nt 

EPA inspector general 
now investigating 
Pruitt's use of military, 
private flights 
By Brady Dennis 

https :/ /wv.w. washingtonpost.eom/ ... ector-general-expands-investigation-o f-pru itts-usc-of~mi litary-private-tlightsl?uttn _ tenn=. a04 3a94 6c844 [l/22/20 18 12: 2 9:03 PM] 
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EPA msp~ctor genera! now investigating Pruitt's use of military, private flights· The Washington Post 

The Environmental Protection Agency's inspector general acknowledged 

plans Friday to expand its inquiry into Administrator Scott Pruitt's 

travel habits, marking the latest Trump Cabinet member to face scrutiny 

from his own agency for taxpayer-funded trips. 

The move came after recent disclosures that Pruitt had taken at least 

four noncommercial and military flights since mid-February, costing 

taxpa\ ers more than $58,000 to fly him to various parts of the country, 

according to records provided to a congressional oversight committee 

and obtained by The Washington Post. 

The EPA inspector general's office announced in August that it had 

https:l/wv,w. washingtonpost.com/ ... ector-g.eneral-expands-investigation·of·pruitts·use·of·military·private·tlights/?utm _tenn=.a04Ja946c844f 1/22/2018 12:29:03 PM] 
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EPA inspector general now investigating P11Jitt·s use of military. private !lighL~ ~The Washington Post 

opened an inquiry into Pruitt's frequent travel to his home state of 

Oklahoma. The internal watchdog at the time said its investigation was 

triggered by "congressional requests and a hotline complaint, all of 

which expressed concerns about Administrator Pruitt's travel

primarily his frequent travel to and from his home state of Oklahoma at 

taxpayer expense." 

The probe was triggered in part by findings from the Environmental 

Integrity Project, a nonprofit group that detailed through public records 

that Pruitt had spent nearly half of the days in March, April and May in 

Oklahoma. Initially, EPA investigators said they planned to audit 

Pruitt's travel records, as well as those of his security and top aides, 

through the end of July. 

But on Friday, the inspector general's office said it would expand that 

inquiry to include all of Pruitt's travel through the end of September, 

and not just trips to Oklahoma. 

"We will review supporting documentation and conduct interviews with 

management and staff to determine whether the EPA followed 

applicable policies and practices, and complied with federal 

requirements," states Friday's letter, a copy of which was sent to Pruitt. 

The EPA has insisted that Pruitt flies commercially when feasible and 

that all the trips in question were approved by officials in the 

agency's Office of General Counsel. 

"The Trump Administration will work to ensure all officials follow 

appropriate rules and regulations when traveling, including seeking 

commercial options at all times appropriate and feasible, to ensure the 

efficient use of government resources," EPA spokeswoman Liz Bowman 

said in a statement Friday. 

https://www.\vashingtonpost.com/. .. ector-general-expands-investigation·of~pmitLs-use-of-mi!itary-private-tlights/7utm_tenn=.a043a946c844(l/22/2018 12:29:03 PM] 
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EPA inspector general now investigating Pruitt's use of military, private !lights· The Washington Post 

The most expensive of Pruitt's four noncommercial trips came in early 

June, when Pruitt traveled from Andrews Air Force Base to Cincinnati to 

join President Trump as he pitched a plan to revamp U.S, infrastructure, 

From there, Pruitt and several staff members continued on a military jet 

to John F, Kennedy airport in New York to catch a flight to Italy for an 

international meeting of environmental ministers. The cost of that flight 

was $36,o68.5o. 

The EPA has argued that "no viable commercial flights" would have 

allowed Pruitt to make his plane to Italy, where he had "scheduled 

meetings with Vatican officials the next day." 

Weeks later, on July 27, Pruitt and a half-dozen staff members arranged 

a flight on an Interior Department plane from Tulsa to the tiny outpost 

of Guymon, Okla., at a cost of $14,434.50. The EPA noted that "time 

constraints" on Pruitt's schedule wouldn't allow him to make the 10-

hour round-trip drive. The purpose of the trip was to meet 

with landowners "whose farms have been affected" by a controversial 

rule regulating water bodies in the United States, according to the 

agency. 

On another occasion, Pruitt and three staff members arranged a private 

air charter on Aug. 4, on a trip from Denver to Durango, Colo. The flight 

cost $5,719.58. According to the EPA, the commercial flight Pruitt had 

planned to take "was delayed ultimately for eight hours, which would 

have caused him to miss a mission critical meeting at Gold King Mine" 

with Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) and other officials. Pruitt that day 

criticized the EPA's previous handling of the mine, where the agency 

accidentally triggered a spill two years earlier. 

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) wrote to the EPA inspector general on 

Sept. 26, requesting an additional inquiry into Pruitt's travels. He cited 

https:l/wwvv.washingtonpost.com/ .. ,cctor-gc.nc.ra!-expands-investigation-of-pmitts·use-of-military-private-flighL~/?utm_term=.a043u946c844[1/22/20!S 12:29:03 PM] 
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EPA inspector general now investigating Pruitt"s use of military, private flights· The Washington Post 

the "troubling pattern" of Pruitt and other Cabinet officials taking 

private and military flights at taxpayer expense, arguing that the use of 

noncommercial flights "warrants an expansion of your investigation 

beyond its current scope." 

In a statement Friday, Whitehouse welcomed the widening of the probe, 

noting that Pruitt has proposed cutting the agency by 30 percent even as 

he has "spent tens ofthousands of taxpayers dollars on chartered flights 

and a secure communication chamber in his office, even when the 

agency already has one." 

"I'm glad to see the Inspector General has expanded this investigation 

into Administrator Pruitt's excessive and dubious spending," 

Whitehouse added. "The American people deserve to know whether 

these expenses are a good use of their money." 

Juliet Eilperin contributed to this report. 

Read more: 

EPA's Pruitt took charter, military tlights that cost taxpayers more than 

S,stl,ooo 

EPA spending almost szs,ooo to install a secure phone booth for Scott 

Pnritt 

At EPA, guanling the ehiefpulls agents fron1 pursuing environmental 

crinu~s 

https://\oAvw.washingtonpost.comJ ... ector-gencral-expands-investigation·of·pruitts-use-of·military·private-flightsl?utm_term==.a043a946c844{1t22/20I8 12:29:03 PMJ 
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EPA's Pruitt and staff to attend chemical industry meeting at luxury resort next week· The Washington Post 

Sec!lons I!UJe t\trull}ingftm JlO!il 
ilt mo( nN lf D.t s m 1>orkm :-;~ 

Energy and Environment 

EPA's Pruitt and staff to 
attend chemical industry 
meeting at luxury resort 
next week 
By Juliet Eilperin and Brady Dennis 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ .. ./2017/ll/02/epasvpruitt·and·staff·to·attenJ·meeting·atvJuxury·resort·next·weekl?utm_term""'.6feblU9fffda(l/24120 18 3:31:34 PM) 



911 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00177 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
69

5

EPA's Pruitt and staff to attend chemical industry meeting at luxury resort next week· The Washington Post 

Scott Pruitt, administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (Andrew 
Harrer/Bloomberg News) 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt will travel 

next week to address the American Chemistry Council's board meeting 

at a high-end resort on South Carolina's Kiawah Island, his spokesman 

confirmed Thursday. 

Pruitt, who has traveled across the country to mc~et with industry groups 

regulated by the EPA, is scheduled to address the board during a session 

on Nov. 9, according to the event's official sdwdule. The administrator 

plans to bring eight EPA staffers to the event. The contingent includes 

his chief of staff, a senior adviser on state and regional affairs, a press 

aide, a public engagement official, a security detail ofthree and an 

advance person. 

https:/ fwv.w. washingtonpost.com/ . ../20 17 I II /02/epas-pru itt-and·staff·to·attend-meeting-at -luxury -resort-next-week/'?utm _term= .6 febf09fffda[ 1/24/20 18 3: 31 :34 PM 1 
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EPA's Pruitt and staff to attend chemical industry meeting at luxury resort next week· The Washington Post 

The EPA on Thursday said the government is paying for the group's 

expenses. 

"This is part of Administrator Pruitt's 'back-to-basics' tour as he 

continues to meet with as many stakeholders as possible," EPA 

spokesman Jahan Wilcox said in a statement. "Administering the Toxic 

Substances Control Act (TSCA), amended by the 2016 Lautenberg 

Chemical Safety Act, is one of EPA's core functions." 

Traveling to the session, held at the Sanctuary Hotel at Kiawah Island 

Golf Resort, is the latest example of Pruitt going outside the Beltway to 

meet with top corporate officials. In recent months he has gone to a 

Ritz-Carlton resort for a National Mining Association meeting in Naples, 

Fla., and to another golf resort in Arizona to speak at a board meeting 

for the National Association of Manufacturers. 

According to an online itinerary, rooms for the event are $389 per night, 

though Wilcox said EPA officials would be paying a government rate of 

$135 for lodging. Registration for the meeting begins at $649, and 

includes access to a "chairman's reception and board dinner" on 

Wednesday evening, before Pruitt's speech. 

The American Chemistry Council declined to comment on the event. 

The chemical industry group, which frequently criticized the EPA's 

approach to regulation under President Barack Obama, has emerged as 

an influential player in the Trump administration. Along with other 

trade groups, the organization successfully petitioned the agency to 

institute a two-year delay for the effective date of a chemical risk safety 

rule adopted in January. That rule would require operators storing 

chemicals to provide more detailed information to first responders. 

https://www.washingtonpostcom/ ... /20 17/1 I /02/epa'\-pruitt-and-staff-to-attend-meeting-at-luxury-resort·next·week/?utm_tenn=.6febf09fffda[l/24/20 18 3:31:34 PM] 
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EPA's Pruitt and staff to attend chemical induslry meeting at luxury resort next week* The Washington Post 

Pruitt moved in June to delay the rule, which is aimed at averting the 

kind of explosions that occurred in 2013 at a fertilizer plant in West, 

Tex., killing 15 people. It now would not take effect until Feb. 19, 2019. 

EPA has changed course on a number of other policies involving 

chemicals since Pruitt carne into office. It is currently in the process of 

implementing updates to the Toxic Substances Control Act, which made 

significant changes to how the agency evaluates and regulates both 

chemicals that are already on the market or about to be introduced. 

Environmentalists have charged that EPA is no longer testing new 

chemicals as it did after the law was passed, when Obarna was still in 

office, and that Pruitt's appointees are rewriting the rules for how the 

law will be implemented going forward. 

In March, Pruitt withdrew a petition to ban the pesticide chlorpyrifos, 

which is used on a range of crops and was determined by EPA to pose 

potential health risks to fetal neurological development. He has 

instructed agency officials to reevaluate scientific determinations on that 

pesticide as well as oilier chemical compounds. 

The ACC has praised Pruitt for moving to change the makeup of 

scientific advisory boards that provide recommendations to the agency 

on a range of matters, including pesticides, toxic chemicals and air 

pollutants. Earlier this year, an ACC spokesman said of the changes, "We 

are hopeful Administrator Pruitt's actions will help to ensure regulatory 

decisions are based on the highest quality science, enhance 

accountability, create greater balance, more transparency and fewer 

conflicts of interest on EPA advisory boards." 

[Scott Pruitt blocks scientists witlz EPA .funding from serving as ogency 

advisers] 

https://v.-v.v.·. washingtoopostcoml .. ./20 17/11 /02/epas*pruitt~and·stafT·to-attend-meeting·at -luxury-resort-next -week/?utm _ tenn= .6 febf09fffda[ 1/24/20 18 3: 3 1 : 34 PM] 
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EPA's Pruitt and sUiffto attend chemical industry meeting at luxury resort next week- The Washington Post 

Several people linked to the ACC serve in the EPA or are expected to be 

named to positions in the agency. Pruitt is set to announce new 

appointments to the Scientific Advisory Board and two other panels as 

early as next week, and according to individuals briefed on the matter, 

ACC's senior director for its chemical products and technology division, 

Kimberly White, will be named to the board. Nancy Beck, a former ACC 

executive, now serves as deputy assistant administrator at EPA's Office 

of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention. Michael Dourson, an 

industry consultant who co-authored a 2016 paper with Beck 

underwritten by ACC, serves as one of Pruitt's senior advisers and is 

nominated to lead the chemical safety office. An agency spokeswoman, 

Liz Bowman, also previously worked at the industry group. 

In the paper Beck and Dourson authored last year in the journal 

Regulatory Toxicology and Pharmacology, they argued that EPA had set 

acceptable risk levels for 19 chemicals that were too stringent. 

"Pruitt's going to meet with ACC's Board in South Carolina, but the real 

problem is that he could just as well just call Nancy Beck or Michael 

Dourson into his office for a staff meeting," said Richard Denison, lead 

senior scientist for the advocacy group Environmental Defense Fund. 

"The chemical industry has unprecedented access to the inner workings 

of EPA's toxics office, and it's showing up in myriad ways." 

Pruitt met with ACC's chief executive Cal Dooley and several other 

officials from the group once at EPA headquarters, according to his 

publicly released schedule, on May 10. The topic listed on the calendar 

for the meeting was, "Importance of EPA to the antimicrobial and 

chemical industry and the need for greater transparency and 

opportunities for stakeholder engagement." 

But it is not Pruitt's only interaction with the chemical industry. The 

https://www.washingtonpoSt.C{Im/. .. /2017/ll/02/epas-pruitt-and-staff-to-atteod-meeting-at-luxury-resort-next-week/?utm_tenn=.6febffi9fffda{l/24/2018 3:31:34 PM] 
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EPA's Pruitt and staff to attend chemical industry meeting at luxury resort next week- The Washington Post 

following week, on May 15, he met with Chemours chief executive Mark 

Vergnano and other company officials. Later that day, he met with the 

National Association of Chemical Distributors to discuss TSCA and 

other related issues. A few days later, on May 20, he toured Brainerd 

Chemical in Tulsa, which describes itself as "a major regional provider 

and distributor of chemicals for research facilities, industrial plants and 

agricultural operations." 

In the past, Pruitt has shown a tendency to take numerous staff 

members with him on his out-of town trips, according to the few details 

available about his travel schedule. 

For instance, he took at least five political staffers, in addition to his 

security detail, on a July 27 noncommercial flight to rural Oklahoma for 

a meeting about water issues. On Aug. 4, he took several other staff 

members on a charter flight to visit Gold King Mine in Colorado. The 

state's governor, John Hickenlooper (D), had offered Pruitt a seat on his 

plane that day, but the EPA decided to charter its own flight so that 

Pruitt's staff members could come along. 

On June 7, Pruitt and several EPA staffers took a military flight from 

Cincinnati, where he had attended an event with President Trump, to 

New York's John F. Kennedy airport to catch an evening flight to Italy 

for a meeting of environmental ministers. That flight cost in excess of 

$36,000. In Italy, Pruitt met with a number of other staffers who had 

traveled ahead of him. 

Pruitt's predecessor, Gina McCarthy, made fewer appearances at 

industry board meetings, though she held more frequent meetings than 

Pruitt with environmental advocates, often at EPA headquarters. 

In the past, when Pruitt has traveled to other industry events to speak, 

https://wv."'"'·washingtonpostcom/,n/20 17/ll/02/epas-pruitt-and-staff-to-attend-meeting-at-luxury-resort-next-weekl?utm_term"'.6febffi9tTfda[l/24/2018 3:3 I :34 PM] 
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EPA's Pn1itt and staff to attend chemical industry meeting at luxury resort next week· The Washington Post 

he has received approval from government ethics officials. Each time 

government attorneys have greenlighted the trips, but warned that "the 

persons extending the invitation are registered lobbyists or lobbying 

organizations, therefore if the official speaks, he must be careful about 

the organization offering him a tangible gift to take home with him." 

Read more: 

EPA's Pruitt look charter, military flights that cost taxpayers more than 

Ss8,ooo 

EPA spending $25,000 to install a secure phone booth for Scott Pruitt 

At EPA, guarding the chief pulls agents from pursuing environmental 

crilllCS 

https://www.washingtonpost.comC/2017/11/02/epas«pntitt«and«staff-to-attend-mecting-at-!uxury-resort-next-week/?utm _tenn=.6febf09fffda(l/24/20 18 3:31:34 PM] 
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Fancy dinners, far-flung 
speeches: Calendars detail 
EPA chief's close ties to 
industry 
By Brady Denms and Juliet Ei!perin 

During his seven months in office, Environmental Protection Agency 

Administrator Scott Pruitt has filled his days meeting with executives from many 

of the companies he regulates, while all but sidestepping environmental and public 

health groups. But the face time with industry representatives has extended well 

https.llwww washingtonposl oom! . ne!ID'·Cillinmmo:ntlwp/20 171 !0/03/s~eakhouse-dmners-golf~re!!Oft-speeche~cakndar;-detail-epa-chiefs-clo,.._ties-to-industry/1utm_term~ e8d05817c8b 7[1124/20 18 II :45.41 AM! 
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Fancy dmners. far-flung speeche.< Calendars d~tall EPA ch1ers close ties to mduStl)'- The Washmgton Po11 

beyond his Washington office. 

On Apri126, for example, Pruitt had lunch with executives from Southern, one of 

the nation's biggest coal-burning utilities. They dined at Equinox, a restaurant 

near the White House, where the baby-carrot-and-red-beet salad with shrimp runs 

$28. Later that day, Pruitt met with senior leaders at Alliance Resource Partners, a 

major coal-mining operation, for a dinner at BLT Prime, a steakhouse in the 

Trump International Hotel, just across from EPA headquarters. 

On other occasions, Pruitt traveled to a Ritz-Carlton golf resort in Naples, Fla., for 

a National Mining Association meeting; to another golf resort in Arizona to speak 

at a board meeting for the National Association of Manufacturers; and to a resort 

in Colorado to speak at an event organized by the conservative Heritage 

Foundation. 

The meals with company executives and other evidence of Pruitt's close ties to 

industries his agency regulates were laid out in a detailed copy of Pruitt's calendar 

obtained by the liberal nonprofit group American Oversight. The Kl'\\ York Times 

on T1wsday reported details from American Oversight's Freedom of Information 

Act request. 

The insights into Pruitt's previously undisclosed meetings add to an already 

familiar story of how he has spent his time since becoming administrator in 

February. \'Vhile EPA leaders traditionaUy talk with a broad array of stakeholders, 

Pruitt has overwhelmingly leaned toward meetings with corporate executives in 

industries regulated by the EPA, and in multiple cases he has quickly ruled in their 

favor on a range of issues. A more limited version of Pruitt's schedule from April to 

September, obtained and reported last month by The Washington Post, showed 

tlwt he often met with ('XCcutivcs from the automobile, mining and fossil fuel 

industries while only rarely making time for environmental or public health 

groups. 

On the morning of May 1, for example, Pruitt met at EPA headquatters with the 

Pebble Limited Partnership. In 2014, citing concerns over the risk of 

contamination to a valuable sockeye-salmon run, the agency had blocked the 

Canadian company from building a massive gold, copper and molybdenum mine 

in Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed. 

Hours after that first meeting, Pruitt met with Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), 

who had opposed the Obama administration's decision. Less than two weeks later, 

the EPA struck a legal settlement with the partnership that cleared the way for it to 

ht!p< llwww washingtonpost com/ .n<'fb'Y"enmonment/wjll2017!10i03/steokh"''se·dmners·JlOif-resort-spoeeche&-ca!endars-deta>l·epa-ch•efs-dose-hes-to-mdust<Yi"utm_tenn» e8dt)5!177c8b7! 112412018 11 45.41 AM] 
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apply for federal permits for the operation. 

In June, Pruitt met at EPA headquarters with representatives from Fitzgerald 

Truck Sales, the nation's largest manufacturer of commercial truck "gliders"

truck bodies without an engine or transmission. Later in the summer, he 

announced that he would revisit an October 2016 decision to apply greenhouse-gas 

emissions standards for heavy-duty trucks to trailers and gliders. The decision was 

because of"the significant issues" raised by those in the industry, he said. 

The latest calendars show other meetings with industry executives, many of whom 

have regulatory issues, involving large sums of money in potential costs, before the 

agency. They include representatives from Shell and chemica} maker Chemours 

and lobbyists from the chemical industry, the egg-producers lobby and the farm 

bureau. 

In an emai1 Tuesday, EPA strategic-communications adviserJahan 

Wilcox detailed a long list of "environmental, consumer protection and public 

health groups that the EPA has met with," though it appears that most of 

the meetings involved officials other than Pruitt. The broader list provided by the 

EPA included the Nature Conservancy, the Audubon Society, the American Lung 

Association and the National Environmental Health Ac;sociation. 

''The truth is: EPA has met with over 25 consumer protection, public health and 

environmental groups," Wilcox said in the emaiL "Additionally, Administrator 

Pruitt has been praised by the Galveston Bay Foundation and Texas Health and 

Environment Alliance for his work on cleaning-up toxic Superfund sites." 

During his first six months in office, according to pub1ic schedules, Pruitt himself 

met with representatives from three environmental and public health 

organizations: the American Academy of Pediatrics, Trout Unlimited and the 

Center for Climate and Energy Solutions. 

Agency officials noted that Pruitt's predecessor, Gina McCarthy, said in January 

that she regrettl'd that she and her deputies hadn't convinced rural Americans that 

the agency was on their side. The officials also said that McCarthy met with a 

disproportionate number of Democratic officials and environmental activists as 

the Obama administration was crafting regulations aimed at curbing greenhouse

gas emissions and combating climate change. 

EPA calendars show that McCarthy spent a large chunk of her time meeting with 

such groups, particularly throughout 2014. But she also met with a number of 

industry~ backed interest groups, such as the American Gas Association, the Edison 

https·l/www w.W.ingtonPQSt com! nergy-env•ronm..,tlwp/20 1 7i 10103/s~akhousc-dinners-golf·<~:sort·spe«hes·calendars·detftll-epa-chlefs-do.~e-ttes-to-indusrryi'lutm _term"'.e8d05877c8h 7! !/24120 18 1 ! 45·41 AMJ 



920 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00186 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
70

4
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Electric Institute and the National Pork Producers Council. 

In some cases, the just-released Pruitt ca1endar records provide new information 

on events that were vaguely worded in the previous public schedule. On May 11, 

according to the version released last month, Pruitt attended a "speaking 

engagement" in Colorado Springs. The new document shows that he spoke at the 

''Resource Bank" meeting of the Heritage Foundation, the conservative think tank. 

It also shows that since Pruitt was "invited to speak and present information on 

behalf of the agency," his "acceptance offree attendance and any meals" at the 

event did not warrant financial disclosure. 

Travel vouchers obtained by the Climate Investigations Center, an environmental 

advocacy group, said that that Heritage "wil1 be paying for the Administrator's 

lodging" at that conference. 

Even the revised schedule, however, does not provide the full details of Pruitt's 

activities. For example, tbe calendar shows that Pruitt attended ''Earth Day 

Events ·• in Dallas on April 22 and that afternrard he flew to Tulsa. But EPA travel 

vouchers show that Pruitt's travel registry for that day indicate that he was to be in 

"Tulsa to conduct meetings in the state and to serve as a keynote speaker for ALEC 

event." ALEC refers to the American Legislative Exchange Council, a state-based 

conservative group funded by a range of corporations and conservative activists. 

"The EPA has tried very hard to keep Pruitt's actual work quiet," Climate 

Investigations Center Director Kert Davies said in an email. "It took a court order 

to get the details we learned today .... For Pruitt, it's the same as it ever was, a lack 

of transparency and far too cozy connections with the industries he is supposed to 

be regulating." 

Read more at Energy & Environment: 

EP~\ ~pending almost S25.i)OO to install <1 :::ecurc phone booth for SeoH Pruitt 

~\tEPA. g1w.nling the chief pulls agents from pursuing L'lWironnll'ntal nimes 

One of the most hizarrc ideas about climat-e changl' jusl found more cviJcncc in its 

favor 

Rkk Perry just proposed ."weeping new steps to help struggling coal and nuclear 

plants 

For more, you can sign up for ow· weekly newsletter here, and follow us on 

Twitter here. 

ht!ps 1/y,ww w~hmgt<>npost coml .. nergy-environm~ntlwpi2017/!IJ/OJ/steakhw,;e-dinners·gdf·resmt-speeches-C'!Iend...-s-detall-epa-chiefs-do.e·ties-to-industryl?utm_tenn~ e&d05877c8b7[1124120!8 I !·45 41 AM] 
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Scott Pruitt Spent Much of Early Months at E.P.A. Traveling Home, Report Says A The NewYorkTimes 

D 

CLIMATE 

Scott Pruitt Spent Much of Early Months 
at E.P .A. Traveling Home, Report Says 
By LISA FRIEDMAN JULY 24, 2017 

Scott Pruitt, thP administrator of the Em ironmental Protection Agenc~ arriYing to tesLify hcfon; :1 Senate subcommittee last 
month., 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/24/climate/scott-pruitt-epa-travel-expenses.html[ 1/22/2018 5:26; 13 PM) 
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Scott Pruitt Spent Much of Early Months at E.P.A. Traveling Home, Report Says- The New York Times 

Scott Pruitt, the head of the Emimnmental ProtPction Agency, traveled to 
his home state, Oklahoma, 10 times over three months this year, largely at 

taxpayer expense, according to a repmt released Monday. 

The findings from the Environmental Integrity Project, a nonprofit group 

founded by former E.P.A. officials, are drawn from Mr. Pruitt's calendar and 

the travel expenses he has submitted for reimbursement. Obtained under 

the Freedom of Information Act, the documents show Mr. Pruitt spent 43 

out of 92 days from March through May in Oklahoma or traveling to or from 

the state. 

The report does not assert that Mr. Pruitt's estimated $12,000 in federally 

funded airfare, which includes travel to and from his home state, is 

improper. 

Many in Oklahoma speculate that Mr. Pruitt, who was the state's elected 

attorney general until a~suming the E.P.A.job in February, plans to again 

seek statewide office. Mr. Pruitt lost a 2006 primary bid to become 

Oklahoma's lieutenant governor. He was elected attorney general in 2010. 

An E.P.A. spokeswoman said that all of Mr. Pruitt's travel was related to 

agency business and that he had no other political agenda. 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our latest 
stories about climate change -along with 
answers to your questions and tips on how to 
help. 

I Enter your email address I s;gn up 

0 You agree to rece1ve occos1onal updates Jnd special 
offers for The New York Tmws's products and serv1ces 

i'v~AN>\Gb H,1f,a PREFFRh'·K:ts i PH!VI\CY POL!CY 

OPT OUT OR CONl ACT US ANYTIME 

Since assuming the E.P.A. job, Mr. Pruitt has drawn much of his political 

staff from the office of Senator James M. Inhofe, a fellow Oklahoma 

https:/ /www.nytimes.com/20 17/07/24/climate/scott-pruitt-epa-travel-expenses.html[ 1/22/20 18 5:26: 13 PM) 
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Republican who doubts climate change science and who has championed 
the dismantlement of fossil fuel regulations. 
But a number of top agency jobs- including deputy administrator and head 
of the air pollution office- remain vacant. The White House intends to 
announce nominations for those posts in coming weeks, officials said. 

Eric Schaeffer, the executive director of the Environmental Integrity Project 

and the former director ofthe E.P.A.'s office of civil enforcement, said he 
had sought Mr. Pruitt's travel documents because agency staff members told 

him they had difficulty scheduling meetings because Mr. Pruitt was 
frequently out of town. 

It is unclear whether aides or members of Mr. Pruitt's full-time security 
.d.ct.ail accompanied him. The report lists only Mr. Pruitt's airfare expenses. 

Mr. Schaeffer said Mr. Pruitt had not been transparent about his reasons for 
spending nearly half of March, April and May in Oklahoma. 

For all but one trip, Mr. Pruitt's schedule notes an official reason for being 

in the state, like a tour he took in May of the Brainerd Chemical Company in 
Tulsa or a tour a week later of a contaminated creek in Osage County. In 
some cases, Mr. Pruitt also paid a portion of the travel costs. When he made 
a three-day stop in Oklahoma after a speaking engagement in Houston, for 
example, Mr. Pruitt paid for travel between Houston and Tulsa. The E.P.A. 
picked up the rest of the airfare, according to the voucher documents. 

GRIIPHIC 

How Americans 
Think About 
Climate Change, 
in Six Maps 
A1nericans ()Vel·,vhe]Jningly 

believe that global warming 
is happening. and that 
carbon emissions should be 
scaled back. But fc,wer are 
sure that it will harm them 
personally. 

The vouchers said Mr. Pruitt was holding "informational meetings" during 

those days in Oklahoma, but they were not specified on the administrator's 

calendar. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/07 /24/climate/scott-pruitt-epa-travel-expenses.html[ I 12212018 5:26: 13 PM] 
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The schedule also points to political destinations, like a keynote address he 

gave in April to the American Legislative Exchange Council, an industry
funded group. 

According to Mr. Pmitt's calendar, he typically spends three to five days in 
the state but often lists just one official meeting. In one case, he traveled to 
Oklahoma on March 23 and received an award from the National Strippm: 
Well Association in Oklahoma that day. He stayed through March 27. 

In that case, Mr. Pruitt asked for reimbursement for one leg of the travel, 
noting in the voucher that the rest ofthe weekend would be spent at his 
personal residence. On another trip, from May 4 through May 8, Mr. Pruitt 
met with the head of a rural water association on May 5, with no other 
meetings scheduled. 

"He needs to say why spending half his time in Oklahoma and having one 

meeting per trip is performing his duties as an administrator," Mr. Schaeffer 
said. He added that the trips gave the appearance that Mr. Pruitt is "keeping 
his political contacts warm" and questioned the amount being reimbursed 
as pa1t of official E.P.A. business. 

Asked about the travel to Oklahoma and Mr. Pruitt's future political plans, 
an E.P.A. spokeswoman, Liz Bowman, said in a statement: "Administrator 
Pruitt is committed to serving the president by leading the Environmental 

Protection Agency; he is not running for elected office. The administrator's 
travel, whether to Utah, Michigan or Oklahoma, all serves the purpose of 
hearing from hard-working Americans about how E.P .A. can better serve the 
American people." 

Video Featm·e: The 
Antarctica Series 

Were Mr. Pruitt to tJy to replace Gm:cklar:)'J1allin of Oklahoma in 2018, his 
tenure as E.P.A. chief would be cut short. Mr. Inhofe, 82, has not said 
whether he intends to run for re-election when his six-year term ends in 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/07 /24/climatelscott-pruitt-epa-trave1-expenses.htm1[ 1/22/2018 5:26: 13 PM] 
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2020. Oklahoma's other senator, James Lankford, 49, is up for re-election 
in 2022. 

Keith Gaddie, a professor of political science at the University of Oklahoma, 
said that the field for the governor's race was already crowded without Mr. 

Pruitt and that he would not bet on Mr. Inhofe's retirement. 

Mr. Gaddie added that there was little talk in Oklahoma about Mr. Pruitt 
returning to the state to run for office. 

Rather, Mr. Gaddie said, Mr. Pruitt was probably going home for personal 
reasons. His daughter, McKenna, recently graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma, and he has a son, Cade, who is several years younger. 

Mr. Gaddie also defended the travel reimbursements. "In a state where 
everyone's ethics are questioned," he said, "I've never heard his questioned." 

Gina McCarthy, who served as E.P.A. administrator during President Barack 
Obama's second term, also traveled frequently to her home in Boston, where 
her husband lived. A spokeswoman for Ms. McCarthy, Liz Purchia, 

estimated that Ms. McCarthy traveled home roughly every other weekend 
during her term leading the agency. She said Ms. McCarthy paid for the 
travel. 

Ms. McCarthy's travel could not be immediately verified because her travel 
records are not publicly available. 

Coral Davenport and Hiroko Tabuchi contributed reporting. 

Follow @NYTCiimate on Twitter 

RELATED COVERAGE 

TRUMP RULES 

How G.O.P. Leaders Came to View Climate 
Change as Fake Science 

https:l/wv.w.nytimes.com/2017107124/climate/scott·pruitt·epa·travel-expenses.html[ 1122/2018 5:26: 13 PM} 
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CLIMATE 

6o Environmental Rules on the Way Out Under 
Trump 

By NADJA POPOVICH. LMAALBECK·RIPKA and KENDRA PIERJtE..LOlliS UPDATED Dec. 15, 2017 

Since taking office in ,January, President Trump has made 

eliminating federal regulations ~. His administration -

with help from Republicans in Congress -has often targeted 

environmental rules it sees as overly burdensome to the fossil 

fuel industry, including major Obama-era policies aimed at 

fighting climate change. 

To date, the Trump administration has sought to reverse at least 

6o environmental rules, according to a New York Times analysis, 

based on research from Harvard Law School's Environmental 

Regulation Rollbaek Traeker, Columbia Law School's Clim.a1e 
Il:ru:k!:r and other sources. 

29 
rule;, have h~en 

overturned 

• Flood building standards 

• Proposed ban on a 
potentrally harmful 
pesticide 

• Freeze on new coal 
leases on pub he lands 

24 
rollbacks are 

in progrc~s 

• Clean Power Plan 

• Paris climate agreement 

• Wetland and tributary 
protections 

• Car and truck fuel
efficiency standards 

Methane emission limits 
at new oil and gas wells 

Lrmits on landfill 
emissions 

Mercury emission limits 
for power plants 

https://www,nytimes.com/interactive/2017/10/05/dimate/trump·environment-rules-reversed.html[l/24/2018 10:45:22 AM] 
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• Methane reporting 
requirement 

• Anti-dumping rule for 
coal companies 

• Decisron on Keystone 
XL pipeline 

• Decision on Dakota 
Access pipeline 

• Third-party settlement 
funds 

• Offshore drilling ban in 
the Atlantic and Arctic 

• Ban on seismic air gun 
testing in the Atlantic 

• Northern Bering Sea 
climate resilrence plan 

• Royalty regulations for 
Oil, gas and coal 

• Inclusion of greenhouse 
gas emiSSions 1n 

environmental reviews 

• Permit-issuing process 
for new infrastructure 
projects 

• Green Climate Fund 
contributions 

• Mining restrictions in 
Bristol Bay, Alaska 

• Endangered species 
listings 

• Hunting ban on wolves 
and grizzly bears in Alaska 

• Protections for whales 
and sea turtles 

• Reusable water bottles 
rule for national parks 

• Natrona! parks climate 
order 

• Environmental mitigation 
for federal projects 

• Calculation for "social 
cost" of carbon 

• Planning rule for public 
lands 

• Copper filter cake listing 
as hazardous waste 

• Mine cleanup rule 

• Status of 10 national 
monuments 

• Status of 12 marine 
areas 

• Limits on toxrc discharge 
from power plants 

• Coal ash discharge 
regulations 

• Emissions standards for 
new, modified and 
reconstructed power plants 

• Emissions rules for 
power plant start-up and 
shutdown 

• Sage grouse habitat 
protections 

• Fracking regulations on 
public lands 

• Regulations on oil and 
gas drilling in some 
national parks 

• Oil rig safety regulations 

• Regulations for offshore 
oil and gas exploration by 
floating vessels 

• Drilling in the Arctic 
Wildlife Refuge 

• Hunting method 
regulations in Alaska 

• Requirement for tracking 
emiss1ons on federal 
highways 

• Emissions standards for 
trailers and glider kits 

• Limits on methane 
emissions on public lands 

• Permrtting process for 
air-polluting plants 

• Offshore oil and gas 
leasing 

• Use of birds in 
subsistence handicrafts 

• Coal dust rule 

" Hazardous chemical 
facility regulations 

Groundwater protections 
for uranium mines 

Efficiency standards for 
federal buildings 

Rule helping consumers 
buy fuel-efficient tires 

https://www .nytimes.com/intemctive/20 17/1 0/05/climate/trump-environment-rules-reversed.html[ 1/2412018 1 0:45:22 AM] 
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• Restrictions on f:sh:ng 

The chart above reflects three types of policy changes: rules that 

have been officially reversed; announcements and changes still 
in progress, pending reviews and other rulemaking procedures; 
and regulations whose status is unclear because of delays or 
court actions. (Several rules were undone but later reinstated 

after kgal challenges.) 

The process of rolling back the regulations has not been smooth, 

in part because the administration has tried to bypass the formal 

rulemaking process in some cases. On more than one occasion, 

the administration has tried to roll back a rule by announcing its 
intent but skipping steps such as notifying the public and asking 

for comment. This has led to a new kind of legal challenge, 
according to Joseph Goffman, executive director of Harvard's 
environmental law program. Courts are now being asked to 

intervene to get agencies to follow the process. 

Regulations have often been reversed as a direct response to 
petitions from oil, coal and gas companies and other industry 

groups, which have enjoyed a much closer relationship with key 
figures in the Trump administration than under President 

Barack Obama. 

Scott Pruitt, the head of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
has with industry executives and lobbyists. (As 
Oklahoma's attorney general, Mr. Pruitt sued the agency he now 
oversees more than a dozen times to tJy to block Obama-era 
rules.) The E.P.A. has been involved in nearly one-third of the 
policy reversals identified by The Times. 

Here are the details for each policy targeted by the 

administration so far- including who lobbied to get the 

regulations changed. Are there T"!des we missed? Email 

climatetemn@'nMtimes.com or tweet (!hl]Jtclimate. 

https ://www.nytimes.com/interactive/20 17 I I 0/05/climate/trump·environment·rules·reversed.html[ l/24/20 18 I 0:45:22 AM] 
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lliiifjiiij§IMII 

1. Revoked Obama-era flood standards for federal 

infrastructure projects 
This Obama-era rule, revoked by Mr. Trump in August requrred that federal agencres protect 
new Infrastructure projects by building to higher flood standards Building trade groups and many 
Republican lawmakers opposed it as costly and burdensome 

2. Rejected a proposed ban on a potentially harmful 

pesticide 
Dow Agroscrences, which sells the pesticide chlorpyrifos_ opposed a risk analysrs by the Obama
era EPA that found the compound posed a nsk to fetal brain and nervous system 
development. Mr Pruitt rejected the EPA's analysis, arguing the chemrcal needed further 
study 

3. Lifted a freeze on new coal leases on public lands 
Coal companies weren't thrilled about the Obama administration's three-year freeze pending an 
environmental review_ Mr_ Zinke_ the interior secretary, revoked the freeze and review in March 
He appointed members to a new advisory committee on coal royaltres in September 

4. Canceled a requirement for oil and gas companies to 

report methane emissions 
In March, Republican officials from 11 states wrote a letter to Mr. Pruitt, sayrng the rule added 
costs and paperwork for oil and gas companies_ The next day_ Mr_ Pruitt revoked the rule_ 

5. Revoked a rule that prevented coal companies from 

dumping mining debris into local streams 
The coal industry sard the rule was overly burdensome_ calling it part of a war on coal In 
February, Congress passed a bill revoking the rule_ which Mr_ Trump signed into law 

6. Approved the Keystone XL pipeline 
Republicans, along with oil, gas and steel industry groups, opposed Mr_ Obama's decision to 
block the pipeline_ arguing that the project would create jobs and support North American energy 
independence. After the pipeline company reapplied for a permit_ the Trump administration 
approved it In November, state regulators in Nebraska, where the pipeline would pass through, 
approved the project but rejected the pipeline company's proposed route_ 

7. Approved the Dakota Access pipeline 
Republicans critrcized Mr. Obama for delaying construction aRer protests led by the Standing 

https://\\ww.nytimes.com/interactive/20 17/1 O/OS/cJimate/trumpRenvirorunentRrules-reversed.html[1/24/20 J 8 l 0:4.5:22 AM] 
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Rock Sioux Tnbe Mr Trump ordered an expedited review of the pipeline, and the Army 
approved it Crude oil began flowing June 1. but a federal judge later ordered a new 
environmental review. The pipeline can continue to operate, but its owners must develop a spill 
response plan with federal and tribal officials near Lake Oahe in North Dakota, enlist third-party 
audrtors and produce bimonthly reports 

8. Prohibited funding third-party projects through federal 
lawsuit settlements, which could include environmental 
programs 
Companies settling lawsuits with the federal government have sometimes paid for third-party 
projects. like when Volkswagen put $2.7 billion toward pollution-fighting programs after its 
emissions cheating scandal The Justice Department has now prohibited such payments, which 
some conservatives have called "slush funds" 

9. Repealed a ban on offshore oil and gas drilling in the 
Atlantic and Arctic oceans 
Lobbyists for the or I rndustry were opposed to Mr. Obama's use of the Outer Continental Shelf 
Lands Act to permanently ban offshore drilling along parts of the Atlantic coast and much of the 
ocean around Alaska. Mr. Trump repealed the policy in an Apnl executive order and instructed 
his interior secretary, Mr Zinke, to review the locations made available for offshore drilling. 

10. Proposed the use of seismic air guns for gas and oil 
exploration in the Atlantic 
Following a executive order in April known as the America-First Offshore Energy Strategy. the 
Trump administration began an application process to allow five oil and gas companies to survey 
the Atlantrc using seismic air guns. which frre loud blasts that can harm whales, fish and turtles. 
The Obama administration had previously denied such permits 

11. Revoked a 2016 order protecting the northern 
Bering Sea region in Alaska 
Mr. Trump revoked a 2016 order by Mr. Obama that was meant to protect the Benng Sea and 
Bering Strait by conservrng biodrversrty. engagrng Alaska Native tribes and burlding a 
sustainable economy rn the Arctrc. which is vulnerable to climate change Senator Lrsa 
Murkowskr. Republican of Alaska. has said she will work on new legislation that would reinstate 
the part of Mr Obama s order that reqUired polrcies be vetted by the region's tribes 

12. Repealed an Obama-era rule regulating royalties for 
oil, gas and coal 
Lobbyists for the fossrl fuel industry opposed 2016 Interior Department regulations meant to 
ensure fair royalties were paid to the government for oil. gas and coal extracted from federal or 
tribal land. In August, the Trump administration rescinded the rule. saying it caused "confusion 
and uncertainty" for energy companies 

https://www,nytimes,com!interactive/20 17/J 0/05/climate/trump .. environment~rules-reversed.html[l/24/2018 10:45:22 AM] 
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13. Withdrew guidance for federal agencies to include 

greenhouse gas emissions in environmental reviews 

Republicans in Congress opposed the guidelines. which advised federal agenc!es to account for 
possible climate effects in environmental impact reviews. They argued that the government 
lacked the authority to make such recommendations. and that the new rules would slow down 
the issuing of permits. Critics say that by eliminatmg the guidance the administration is mviting 
lawsu1ts that could slow down permitting even more 

14. Relaxed the environmental review process for 

federal infrastructure projects 
Oil and gas industry leaders said the permit-issuing process for new infrastructure projects was 
costly and cumbersome In an August executive order, Mr Trump announced a policy he said 
would streamline the process for pipelines, bridges, power lines and other federal proJects. The 
order put a single federal agency in charge of navigating environmental reviews, instituted a 90-
day timeline for permit authorization decisions and set a goal of completing the full process in 
two years 

15. Announced intent to stop payments to the Green 

Climate Fund 
Mr. Trump said he would cancel payments to the fund, a United Nations program that helps 
developing countries reduce emissions and adapt to climate change. Mr. Obama had pledged $3 
billion, $1 billion of which Congress has already paid out over the opposition of some 
Republicans 

16. Dropped proposed restrictions on mining in Bristol 

Bay, Alaska 
A Canadian company sued the EP.A over an Obama-era plan to restrict mining in Bnstol Bay. 
an rmportant salmon fishery. The Trump adminrstration settled the suit and allowed the company 
to apply for permits to build a large gold and copper mine in the area. Commercial frshermen say 
the mine threatens the spawning and rearing habitat of the region's salmon Alaska Republrcans 
including Senator Murkowski, supported the mine 

17. Removed a number of species from the endangered 

list 
Argurng that they no longer warranted protection. the Trump admrnrstration removed a number of 
species from the endangered and threatened species lists. rncluding the Yellowstone grizzly 
bear. which the Obama administration had also proposed removing. While Republicans had long 
pushed to have the bears removed. environmentalists said the popu!atron had not yet recovered 

18. Overturned a ban on the hunting of predators in 

Alaskan wildlife refuges 
Alaskan politicians opposed the law, which prevented hunters from shooting wolves and grrzzly 
bears on wildlrfe refuges. argumg that the state has authonty over those lands Congress passed 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/20 17/1 0/05/climate/trump-environment~rules~reversed.html[ 1/24/2018 10:45:22 AM] 
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a bill revoking the rule, whrch Mr, Trump signed into law 

19. Withdrew proposed limits on endangered marine 
mammals caught by fishing nets on the West Coast 
Under Mr Trump, the National Manne Fisheries Service withdrew the proposed rule, noting high 
costs to the frshing industry and arguing that sufficient protectrons were already in place 

20. Stopped discouraging the sale of plastic water 
bottles in national parks 
The National Park Service had urged parks to reduce or eliminate the sale of disposable plastic 
water bottles in favor of filling stations and reusable bottles, The International Bottled Water 
Association called the action unjustified, 

21. Rescinded an Obama-era order to consider climate 
change in managing natural resources in national parks 
The 2016 polrcy, whrch called for screntific park management, among other objectives, was 
contested by Republicans In August the Natrona! Park Service sard rt rescrnded the policy to 
elimrnate confusron among the publrc and National Park Service employees regarding the Trump 
administration's 'new vision' for America's parks 

22. Revoked directive for federal agencies to mitigate 
the environmental impacts of projects they approve 
In a March executive order, Mr, Trump revoked an Obama-era memorandum that instructed five 
federal agencres to , avord and then minimize' the impacts of development on water, wildlife, land 
and other natura! resources The memo also encouraged private investment in restoration 
projects, 

23. Directed agencies to stop using an Obama-era 
calculation of the "social cost of carbon" 
As part of an expansive March 2017 executive order, Mr, Trump directed agencies to stop using 
an Obama-era calculation that helped rulemakers monetize the costs of carbon emissrons and 
rnstead base therr estrmates on a 2003 cost-benefit analysis, Despite the federal rollback, 
several states, rncludrng New York and Mrnnesota, are usrng the Obama-era metric to help 
reduce emrssions from the11 energy gnds, 

24. Revoked an update to the Bureau of Land 
Management's public land use planning process 
Republicans and fossil fuel industry groups opposed the updated planning rule for public lands. 
arguing that rt gave the federal government too much power at the expense of local and 
business rnterests, Congress passed a bill revokrng the rule, which Mr Trump signed into law 

25. Removed copper filter cake, an electronics 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/10/05/climate/trump-environment·rules·reversed.httnl[l/24/2018 10:45:22 AM} 
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manufacturing byproduct, from the "hazardous waste" 

list 
Samsung petitioned the E.PA to de list the waste product Which rs produced dunng 
electroplating at its Texas semiconductor facility. The EPA granted the petition after a public 
comment period 

26. Reversed a proposed rule that mines prove they can 

pay for cleanup 
Mining groups and Western-state Republicans opposed an Obama-era proposal that mining 
companies prove they have the money to clean up pollution left behind at their sites. Abandoned 
mines have left waterways polluted in many parts of the country. In December. the Trump 
administration rejected the proposed rule. saying it would impose an undue burden on rural 
America and on an important sector of the economy. 

27. Withdrew a proposed rule reducing pollutants at 

sewage treatment plants 
In December 2016. the E.PA proposed a rule requinng sewage treatment plants to further 
regulate emissions. which can include hazardous arr pollutants. including formaldehyde. toluene 
and tetrachloroethylene 

28. Overturned ban on use of lead ammunition on 

federal lands 
Mr. Zinke overturned the Obama-era order. which banned the use of lead ammunition and fish 
tackle on lands and waters managed by the Fish and Wildlife Service, citing lack of ·significant 
communication, consultation or coordination with affected stakeholders" 

29. Amended fishing regulations for a number of 
species 
After a push by commercial fishing groups the Trump administration began to roll back 
regulations on catch limits and season openings for various species of fish. mc!udmg gray 
triggerfish. while proposing to review rules for others 

II§IQ;Ieifltj.$j 

30. Proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan 
Coal companies and Republican officials in many states opposed the plan, whrch set lrmits on 
carbon emissions from existing coal- and gas-fired power plants. Mr. Trump issued an executive 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017 /10/0.5/climate/trump-environment~rules-reversed.html[ l/24120 18 I 0:45:22 AM] 
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order in March instructrng theE PA to re-evaluate the plan, which had not taken effect In 
October. the E P A proposed repealing the plan without a replacement, but Mr. Pruitt said in a 
House hearing in December that the agency drd intend to replace it A full repeal would rnvite 
more lawsuits because the Supreme Court has ruled and theE PA has determined that the 
agency must regulate carbon emrssions. As required by law. the EPA is accepting public 
comment on the repeal 

31. Announced intent to withdraw the United States 
from the Paris climate agreement 
Argurng that rt tied hrs hands rn matters of domestic energy policy, Mr. Trump announced that the 
United States would wrthdraw from the Paris accord. under which the United States had pledged 
to cut emrssions by 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025. The Trump administration has 
formally notified the United Nations of its intent to wrthdraw but it cannot complete the process 
untrl late 2020. The Unrted States rs the only country in the world opposed to the agreement 

32. Proposed rescinding a rule that protected tributaries 
and wetlands under the Clean Water Act 
Farmers, real estate developers. golf course owners and many Republicans opposed an 
Obama-era clarificatron of the Clean Water Act. called the Waters of the United States rule. that 
extended protections over small waterways. Under Mr. Trump's direction. Mr. Prurtt released a 
proposal in June to roll back the expanded definition. In November the EPA proposed delaying 
the effective date of the rule to 2020 from 2018 

33. Reopened a review of fuel-efficiency standards for 
cars and trucks 
Automakers said it would be difficult and costly to meet fuel economy goals they had agreed 
upon with the Obama admrnrstratron. Under Mr Trump, the EPA and Department of 
Transportation have reopened a standards review for model years 2021 through 2025. The 
adminrstration is also consrdering easing penalties on automakers who do not comply with the 
federal standards 

34. Recommended shrinking or modifying 1 0 national 
monuments 
Republicans rn Congress said the Antiqurties Act. which allows presidents to designate national 
monuments. had been abused by previous administrations. Mr. Obama used the law to protect 
more than 4 million acres of land and several million square miles of ocean. Mr. Trump ordered a 
review of recent monuments. culminating in proclamations that shrank two Utah sites, reducing 
Bears Ears National Monument by 85 percent and Grand Staircase-Escalante almost by half. At 
least five lawsurts are challenging the modifications 

35. Reviewing 12 marine protected areas 
As part of his April executive order armed at expanding offshore oil and gas drilling. Mr. Trump 
called for a review of natrona! marrne sanctuaries and monuments desrgnated or expanded 
wrthin the past decade In June, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
announced that 12 protected marine areas were under review In hrs recommendation to the 
president. Mr Zinke, the interior secretary, called for introduc>ng commercial fishrng in three 
protected manne areas: Rose Atoll. rn the South Pacifrc: Pacrfic Remote Islands. to the south 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/l0/05/climate/trump-environment·rules~reversed.html[l/2412018 10:45:22 AM] 
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and west of Hawaii and Northeast Canyons and Seamounts, otf the coast of New England 

36. Reviewing limits on toxic discharge from power 

plants into public waterways 
Utility and fossil fuel industry groups opposed the rule, which limited the amount of toxic metals 
- arsemc, lead and mercury, among others- power plants could release into public 
waterways Industry representatives said complying with the guidelines, which were to take 
etfect in 2018, would be extremely expensive In September, Mr. Pruitt postponed the rule until 
2020 

37. Reviewing rules regulating coal ash waste from 

power plants 
Utility industry groups petitioned to change the rule, whicll regulates how power plants dispose 
of coal ash m waste pits that are often located near waterways. The E P A agreed to reconsider 
the rule, 

38. Reviewing emissions standards for new, modified 

and reconstructed power plants 
In addition to the Clean Power Plan, Mr Trump's Executive Order on Promoting Energy 
Independence called on the E.P.A. to review a related rule lim1ting carbon dioxide emissions 
from new, modified and reconstructed power plants. 

39. Reviewing emissions rules for power plant start-ups, 

shutdowns and malfunctions 
Power companies and other industry groups sued the Obama administration over the rule which 
asked 36 states to tighten emrssions exemptrons for power plants and other facilities. The EP.A 
under Mr. Trump asked the court to suspend the case while the rule undergoes review 

40. Announced plans to review greater sage grouse 

habitat protections 
Oil and gas Industry leaders called the Obama administration's plan for protectrng the bird, 
whose numbers have plummeted 1n recent years, "deeply flawed" and welcomed an Interior 
Department review. In 2015, when the plan was created, Sally JewelL then interior secretary, 
called it the largest most complex land conservation effort ever 1r1 the history of the Llmted 
States.'' In October, the Bureau of Land Management issued a notice that would shift 
management plans to the states. Public comment on the proposal 1s open through Jan 

41. Announced plans to rescind water pollution 

regulations for fracking on federal and Indian lands 
Energy companies petitioned the Bureau of Land Management to rescind the rule. which was 
proposed by Mr. Obama in 2015 but never enforced amid legal challenges In July. the bureau 
announced plans to revoke the rule. citing Mr. Trump's "prioritization of domestic energy 
production " 

https://www,nytimes.com/interactive/2017/10/05/climate/trump-environment~rules~reversed.html[l/24/2018 10:45:22 AM] 
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42. Ordered review of regulations on oil and gas drilling 
in national parks where mineral rights are privately 
owned 
Mr. Trump's March executrve order called for a review of Obama-era updates to a 50-year-old 
rule regulating oil and gas drilling in national parks with shared ownership. (Most national parks 
are owned solely by the government and drillrng in them is banned. In some parks, though, the 
government owns the surface but the mineral rights are privately held.) 

43. Reviewing new safety regulations on offshore drilling 
The Amencan Petroleum lnstrtute and other trade groups wrote to the Trump administration. 
raising concerns over oil ng safety regulations implemented after the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
explosron and orl sprll In August the Bureau of Safety and Envrronmental Enforcement 
confirmed it was moving forward with the review Mr Trump had ordered a revrew of the rules 
earlier rn the year. 

44. Ordered a review of a rule regulating offshore oil 
and gas exploration by floating vessels in the Arctic 
As part of the expansive executrve order on offshore drillrng, Mr Trump called for an immediate 
review of a rule rntended to strengthen safety and environmental standards for exploratory 
drilling rn the Arctic The rule, a response to the 2013 Kulluk accident rn the Gulf of Alaska, 
increased oversrght of floating vessels and other mobile offshore drilling units. 

45. Proposed ending a restriction on exploratory drilling 
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
Republrcans have long sought to to open the Alaska refuge to gas and oil drilling In August, an 
Interior Department intern a! memo proposed lifting restrictions on exploratory seismic studies in 
the reg ron, whrch is home to polar bears. carrbou and other Arctic animals. A proposal 
championed by Senator Murkowski. which rs rncluded in the tax bill that has passed the Senate 
would allow drrlling rn part of the refuge 

46. Ordered a review of federal regulations on hunting 
methods in Alaska 
Obama-era rules prohibited certain hunting methods m Alaska's national preserves. They 
overruled state law. which ilad allowed hunters to ba1t bears w1th food. shoot caribou from boats 
and kill bear cubs wrth their mothers present Alaska sued the Interior Department claiming that 
the regulatrons affected tradrtronal harvestmg. The Trump admrnistration ordered a review. 

47. Proposed repeal of a requirement for reporting 
emissions on federal highways 
Transportation and infrastructure industry groups opposed a measure that required state and 
local officials to track greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles on federally funded highways. 
The rule took effect rn September after the Trump administration's attempts to postpone it were 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/20 17/1 0/05/climate/trump-environment~rulesMreversed.html[t/24n018 I 0:45:22 AM] 
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challenged in court But the administration formally proposed reversing the rule the next week 

48. Proposed a repeal of emissions standards for 
trailers and glider kits 
Stakeholders in the transportation industry opposed the Obama-era rule, which for the first time 
applied emissions standards to trailers and glider vehicles. They argued that the E P A lacked 
the authority to regulate them. because their products are not motorized In November. the 
EPA proposed repealing the standards. 

49. Suspended rule limiting methane emissions on 
public lands 
The oil and gas industry opposed the rule, which required companies to control methane 
emissions on federal or tribal land. The House voted this year to revoke the rule. but the Senate 
reJected the measure. 51 to 49. In December, after a series of legal challenges the Bureau of 
Land Management published a notice 1n the Federal Register delaying the requirements for a 
year The administration is also working separately to repeal the rule completely 

50. Announced plans to review permitting programs for 
air-polluting plants 
In an October memorandum. Mr Pruitt announced that a panel would be established to 
reconsider a permitting process for building new facilities like power plants that pollute the air 
'The potential costs. complexity. and delays that may arise'' from the permitting process. Mr 
Pruitt wrote, could slow the construction of domestic energy exploration product:on or 
transmission facilities 

51. Reopened outer continental shelf oil and gas leasing 
plans 
Dnlling supporters and Republican lawmakers pushed Mr. Zinke to revise a f1ve-year offshore oil 
and gas leasing plan. The most recent version was finalized in January under the Obama 
administration and put much of the outer continental shelf off limits to dnl!ers 

52. Overturned a ban on using parts of migratory birds 
in handicrafts made in Alaska 
The Alaska Migratory Bird Co-Management Council- which mcludes federal. state and Alaska 
Nattve representation recommended changes to the rule. which banned makmg handicrafts in 
Alaska from inedible parts of migratory birds that were hunted for food 

53. Announced a review of coal dust limits in mines. 
An Obama administration rule was intended to lower miners· exposure to coal dust in an attempt 
to reduce the incidence of black lung disease The Labor Department's Mme Safety and Health 
Administration announced in December that it would seek a study of the Obama-era 
requirements. which the mining industry opposes 

https://www.nytimes.com/inteTactive/2017/l0/05/climate/trump~environmenHules-reversed.html[l/24/2018 10:45:22 AM] 
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54. Reviewing a rule at new 
oil and gas drilling sites 
Lobbyists for the oil and gas industnes petitioned Mr. Pruitt to reconsider a rule limiting 
emissions of methane and other pollutants from new and modified oil and gas wells. A federal 
appeals court has ruled that theE PA must enforce the Obama-era regulation while it rewrites 
the rule. The E P A sard it may do so on a "case by case" basis. 

55. Put on hold rules aimed at cutting 

Waste industry groups objected to this Obama-era regulatron. which required landfills to set up 
methane gas collectron systems and monrtor emissrons In May theE P A suspended 
enforcement of the new standards for 90 days. pendmg a review The delay period has since 
passed. mean1ng the rule IS rn effect ut1l the admmistrat1on revrews and replaces the rule 

56. Delayed a lawsuit over a rule regulating 
from power plants 

Coal companies, along with Republican officials in several states. sued over this Obama-era 
rule, which regulates the amount of mercury and other pollutants that fossrl fuel power plants can 
emit They argued that the rule helped shutter coal plants. many of whrch were already 
compliant Oral arguments in the case have been delayed whrle the E.P.A reviews the rule. 

57. Delayed a rule aiming to improve at 

Chemical. agncu!tural and power rndustry groups said that the rule, a response to a 2013 
exp!osron at a fertrlrzer plant that killed 15 people did not increase safety Mr. Pruitt delayed the 
standards untrl 2019 pendrng a revrew. Eleven states are now suing over the delay 

Republicans in Congress came out against a 2015 rule which regulated byproduct matenals from 
a type of uranium mining. They said the E.PA had not conducted an adequate cost-benefrt 
analys1s of the rule The Obama administration submitted a revrsed proposal one day before Mr. 
Trump was swam 1nto office. The Trump administrat:on must now decrde the fate of the rule 

59. Delayed compliance dates for federal 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/I0/05/climate/trump-environment~rules·reversed.html[ 112412018 10:45:22 AM} 
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Republicans in Congress opposed the rules. which set effrcrency standards for the design and 
construction of new federal buildings. The Trump adminrstration delayed compliance until Sept 
30. but rt is unclear whether the rules are now in effect 

60. Withdrew a rule that would help consumers buy 
more 
The rule required tire manufacturers and retailers to provide consumers with information about 
replacement car tires. The tire rndustry opposed several aspects of the rule. but had been 
working with the government to refine it The Trump administration withdrew the proposed rule in 
January but has not said whether it may be reinstated 

Some other rules were reinstated after legal 
challenges 

Environmental groups have sued the Trump administration over 
many of the proposed rollbacks, and, in some cases, have 
succeeded in reinstating environmental rules. 

1. Delayed by one year a compliance deadline for new 
but later reversed course 

Mr. Pruitt initially delayed the compliance deadline for a 2015 natrona! ozone standard. but 
reversed course after 15 states and the Drstrict of Columbia sued. In November. the E P A. 
certrfred those areas in complrance of the rule but refused to say whrch areas violated it, missing 
an Oct 1 deadline In December, public health and environmental groups 14 states and the 
District of Columbia sued E.PA over the second delay 

2. Delayed publishing 

After being sued by a number of states and environmental groups for failing to publish efficiency 
standards for appliances like heaters. arr conditioners and refrigerators, the Trump administration 
reversed course and released some of the standards Others are still being contested in court 

3. Reinstated rule limiting the 
into municipal sewers 

The E. P.A reinstated an Obama-era rule that regulated the disposal of dental amalgam a filling 
material that contains mercury and other toxrc metals. The agency initially put the rule on hold as 
part of a broad regulatory freeze, but environmental groups sued The Amencan Dental 
Assocratron came out in support ofthe rule. 

https://www .nytimes.com/interactive/20 17/1 0/05/climateltrump-environment~rules-reversed.html[ 1/24/201 8 10:45:22 AM] 
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Note: This list does not include new rules proposed by the Trump administration that do not roll back previous policies, nor 
does it include court actions that have affected environmental policies independent of executive or legislative action. 

Sources: Harvard Law School's Environmental Regulation Rollback Tracker; Columbia Law School's Climate Deregulation 
J~; Federal Register; Environmental Protection Agency; U.S. Chamber of Commerce; White House. 

Additional reporting by Tatiana Schlossberg. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/10/05/climate/trump-environment-rules-reversed.html[l/24/2018 10:45:22 AM] 
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Make America Wait Again: Trump Tries to Delay Regulations out of 

Existence 

The \'\rhite House has been postponing Pndromnental rult•s as it tries to undercut them, a Seienq'fic American 

analysis shows. But a ne\v court decision weakens that strnteh'Y 

https://w\vw.scientificamerican.com/article/make-america-wait-again-tn~mp-tries-to-delay-regulations-out-of-existence/[1/24/2018 11:40:50 AM] 
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Oil and gas wells let loose a lot of methane, a potent greenhouse gas. In April, 

when the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency S\lspendcd for three months an 

Obama administration rule to restrict such emissions, it did not defend wells or 

deny climate change. Instead the agency said the rule had not been studied 

enough. For instance, the EPA said the costs to get new well-venting systems 

approved bad not been analyzed, so oil and gas companies had been nnable to 

provide input as required by law. 

Earlier this month an and overturned the delay as an 

https://www.scienti ficamerican.com/article/make~america~wait~again·trump·tries~to~de!ay·regulations~out·of..existence/[ 1/24/2018 11 :40:50 AM} 
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illegal and "capricious" maneuver. "Even a brief scan of the record demonstrates 

the inaccuracy of EPA's statements," a panel of judges from the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit found. "The administrative record 

thus makes clear that industry groups had ample opportunity to comment ... and 

indeed, that in several instances the agency incorporated those comments 

directly into the final rule," the judges 'note. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt was 

free to revise the methane rule, the court said, but it was already in place ~th 

the force of law, so he could not simply put it on ice. 

The delay tactic has become a hallmark of Pres. Donald Trump's approach to 

environmental rules and other regulations, but the court decision pokes a hole in 

it. According to an analysis by Scientific American and legal scholars, federal 

agencies have suspended enforcement of at least 39 rules from the 

administration of Pres. Barack Obama affecting issues ranging from air pollution 

to airlines' handling of wheelchairs. Other major environmental rules have been 

placed under review with an eye toward weakening them. 

Some ofthe delays are indefinite, pending the outcome of the reviews or court 

cases. Most last from a few months to a few years. The suspensions have often 

come at the request of affected industries. Although a new presidency always 

revisits its predecessor's regulations, "what's unique about the Trump 

administration is that we're seeing so much sloppy work, in the sense of these 

stays that have absolutely no justification," says Emily Hammond, a professor at 

The George Washington University Law School who is tracking the issue. "We're 

seeing stays that aren't sufficient to "ithstandjudicial review." 

Environmental groups are jumping to take advantage of the weakness. On July 

12 a coalitionliled.stli~ against the EPA for its recently announced delay in the 

implementation of new public health-based standards for ozone pollution, on 

grounds similar to the methane challenge. Another coalition of environmental 

groups h11ssuedthe {J.S: 131Jr~au of l.<liid ~l<lila?~nient to reverse a two-year 

delay of another methane rule, this one governing emissions from drilling on 

https://www .scientificamerican.com/article/make-america-wait-again-trump-tries-to-delay-regulations-out-of-existence/[ 1/2412018 11 :40:50 AM] 
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federal and Indian lands. 

Agency officials say they are, in fact, acting legally. "EPA follows the law when 

ensuring the agency's actions are consistent with our core mission and statutory 

authority granted by Congress," agency spokesperson Amy Graham wrote in an 

e-mailed statement. "Where regulations may be unjustified or overly 

burdensome, we will consider all legally available means to provide regulatory 

certainty." 

Wait, Bon't. Act 

Since taking office in January 20171he Trump administration has delayed 
implementing 39 !edltral regulations and placed Long delays 

can undercut the rules. critics say. Thela~teslt ar•OUP 
and energy regulations. Ot11er rules effect areas such as transpona!ion, immigration 
and worker safety. 

In its first six months the Trump administration has suspended or placed under 

review a total of 47 Obama-era rules, according to a list of Federal Register 

filings compiled by Rena Steinzor, a professor at the University of Matyland 

https://www.scientificamerican.comiarticle/make~america-wait-again~trump~tries-to-delay-regulations-out·of-existence!( l/24/2018 1 1 :40:50 AM} 
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Francis King Carey School of Law, and law student Elise Desiderio, with 

additional research by this publication. The EPA is leading the charge, delayjng 

and/or reviewing at least 14 rules, accounting for 30 percent of all cases across 

the government. The delays are part of an aggressive deregulatory agenda 

pushed by the White House and Republican-controlled Congress. Upon taking 

office Trump signed executive orders mandating a re~ulatoi?·frecz~ and 

requiring agencies to repeal two existing rules for every new one it puts in place. 

Under the Administrative Procedure Act, which governs most federal 

regulations, agencies must follow specific procedures for changing a rule, 

including postponing its effective date. The process takes a minimum of 6o days 

and the agency must spell out its reasoning. (Congress has the extra ability to 

wipe out rules within two months of their effective date \\ith majority votes in 

the House and Senate; the current legislature used this procedure to r~~~al __ ~~

"Any agency's proposed rulemaking must have a 

rational basis behind it," says Robert Routh, an attorney for the Clean Air 

Council, a Philadelphia environmental organization among those challenging the 

methane rule suspension. "You open up public comments, receive comments 

and evidence, then you have to justify the decision." In some cases agencies have 

gone by the book, and sometimes the delays are short. 

But often agencies just announced longer rule suspension without going through 

the legal process, Hammond says. In April, for instance, the Department of 

Transportation ddayedtheco1npliance_ date for a new rule requiring airlines to 

electronically report incidents of mishandling wheelchairs and baggage by a year 

-from January 2018 to January 2019. The agency cited two main reasons: the 

White House regulatory freeze order and requests for more time from the 

industry group Airlines for Ame1ica and Delta Airlines. 

Hammond says this delay appears to be illegal. "Memos issued by the 

presidential administration cannot trump statutory requirements," she says. 

"The agency seems to be lacking both a reasoned explanation and any source of 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/make-america-wait-again-trump-tries-to-deluy-regulations-out-of-existence/[l/24/20 18 11 :40:50 AM] 
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authority for failing to undertake notice and comment for the purpose of 

changing the rule's deadline." A Transportation Department spokesperson, who 

asked not to be identified, says carriers had been granted extra time to ensure 

accurate data collection. The department did not respond when asked for a legal 

justification. 

Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.), an Army veteran injured in the Iraq war who 

uses a wheelchair, wrote a letter to Transportation Secretmy Elaine Chao asking 

for an explanation. Chao's response contained no legal justification either; it 

cited the inconvenience implementing the rule would cause airlines. "Carriers 

have encountered challenges, such as reprogramming computer systems, 

developing procedures to account for gate-checked bags and training personnel," 

she wrote. 

Duckworth is not mollified. "Far too many Americans living with a disability

many of whom are veterans-face unnecessary challenges during air travel," she 

said via a spokesperson. "Two of my wheelchairs were broken outright by 

airlines while I was traveling and it was the equivalent of having my legs taken 

away from me again. This rule would go a long way towards ensuring the airline 

industty protects its passengers and treats them with the respect they deserve." 

She has included language in the Senate's Federal Aviation Administration 

reauthorization bill to restore the effective date of the rule to ,Janumy 2018. 

For agencies and industries, legal battles and political flack may have an 

advantage over reopening the regulatory process. "There's a long game and a 

short game an agency head is playing," says University of Pennsylvania Law 

School professor Cary Coglianese, who directs the Penn Program on Regulation. 

The long game is the overall strategy of rolling back regulations. "One short 

game may be, 'let's see what we can get away with,"' Coglianese says. "There was 

very little to be risked by EPA just postponing the methane rule and seeing if 

they could get away with it." Losing the court fight simply means a rule that was 

already on the books will proceed. For companies, delaying a rule's 

https://W\\rw.scientificamericnn.com/article/make-america-wait-again-trump-trieNo-delay-regulations-out-of-existence/[ 1/24/2018 11:40:50 AMJ 
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implementation date for even a few months can save money. Their legal fees 

may be less than the capital investments required by rule compliance. "It's often 

cheaper for industry to pay for lawyers to litigate and slow things down than it is 

to comply with a new rule," Steinzor says. 

But now the methane rule decision could give advocacy groups a clearer 

argument to end the slowdowns. David Baron, an attorney with the 

environmental group EarthJustice, which took part in the ozone and methane 

suits, says groups are preparing to spend a lot of time in court trying to compel 

agencies to enforce their own regulations. "The delays have been precipitous and 

our view unlawful in almost all of these cases," he says. "And so far, anyway, the 

courts have agreed." 

41 Rules on tbe Slow Track 
This lis! of 39 delayed federel regulations, and eight tmder review, is drewrt from notices 
in the Federal Register by the Trump admlnislretlon from January 20 through July 18, 
2017. 

Hover or tap on the bold text to see what each rule does 

Click or tap on the [b; acketed text] to link out to full details 

Delayed Rules 

EnvironnH~nt nud En erg,~ 

February 9 • Bureau of Land Management Onshore Oil and Gas Operations; Federal and Indian 
Oil and Gas Leases; Onshore Oil and Gas Order Number 1, Approval of Operations [Ful! details] 
• JustlflcatJOn. Regulatory freeze. • Effect: Effective date delayed from February 9 to March 21, 2017; 
implementation date delayed from March 13 to Apnl 20. 2017. 

February 27 • Natura! Resources Revenue Office (Interior Department): Postponement of 
Effectiveness of the Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal Valuation Reform 
2017 Valuation Rule details] • JustlfJcation: Court challenge by industry_ • Effect: Effective date 
postponed JndefinJtely February 28. 2017 

March 21 • Department of Energy: Energy Efficiency Standards for the Design and Construction 
of New Federallow~Rise Residential Buildings' Baseline Standards Update {Fu!! details} • 
Justif1cat1on freeze: claimed exemption from not1ce-and-comment requirement of 
Administrative • Effect Effect1ve date delayed from March 21 until September 30. 2017. 

April iS • Environmental Protection Agency: Reconsideration of Final Rule, "Oil and Natural Gas 
Sector: Emission Standards for New, Reconstructed and Modified Sources" [Full deta1!s] • 
Justification d1d not have suffictent input during the rulemaking process. • Effect Delay 

an additional two~week stay while the agency considers an appeal 

April 25 • Environmental Protection Agency: Postponement of Certain Compliance Dates for 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/make~america~wait~again~trump~tries~to-delay-reguJations~out-of-existence/[l/24/2018 I 1:40:50 AM] 
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Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Steam Electric Power Generating Point 
Source Category [Full • Justification. Industry obJections. pendlng court case. • Effect 
Orig1nal compliance date was 1. 2Di8 

May 5 • Environmental Protection Agency: Convening a proceeding for reconsideration of final 
rules entitled ''Standards of Performance for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills" and "Emission 
Guidelines and Compliance Times for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills" [Full dcts-n!sj • 
Justification: industry petitioned the agency to overhaul the rules on the basis it did not have adequate 
opportunity to comment • Effect: Rules delayed from May 31 until August 29, 2017 

May 12 • Environmental Protection Agency' Chemical Substances When Manufactured or 
Processed as Nanoscale Materials; TSCA Reporting and RecordwKeeping Requirements 

• Justification: Industry objections. pending court case_ • Effect Effective date 
May to August 14,2017 

May 24 • Department of Energy: Energy Conservation Program: Energy Conservation Standards 
for Ceiling Fans [Fui! deta1!sl • Justification: Regulatory freeze, • Effect: Rule's imtia! implementation 
delayed from January 20 to September 30_ 2017 

June 7 • Department of Transportation. National Highway Traffic Safety Administraticn· Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards; Minimum Sound Requirements for Hybrid and Electric Vehicles [Full 
details}• Justification: Regulatory freeze. • Effect: Effective date delayed from February 13 to 
September 5, 2017 

June 14 • Environmental Protection Agency: Accidental Release Prevention Requirements: Risk 
Management Programs Under the Clean Air Act; Further Delay of Effective Date 
Justification, Regulato:)l freeze; petitions by industry and states. • Effect 
from March 14, 2017 to February 19, 2019, pendmg 

June 15 • Bureau of Land Management (Interior Department)· Waste Prevention, Production 
Subject to Royalties and Resource Conservation; Postponement of Certain Compliance Dates 
[Full dct,oHis] • Justification: Upcoming court challenge by Industry and states. • Effect. Postpones 
compliance dates indefinitely 

June 16 • Environmental Protection Agency: Oil and Natural Gas Sector: Emission Standards for 
New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources: Stay of Certain Requirements [Full 
Justification: Industry groups have objected. Environmental groups are challenging this well 

June 28 • Environmental Protection Agency: Extension of Deadline for Promulgating Designations 
for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards details] • Justification Not enough 
t1me to collect necessary information. • Effect: Date postponed October 1, 2017. to October 1, 
2018 

July 11 • Department of Energy: Energy Conservation Program: Test Procedures for 
Compressors [Full details] • Just1f1catlon: Regulatory freeze; business groups have raised objections 
• Effect Delayed July 3, 2017, until December 30. 2017. 

July 12 • National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (Transportation Department): Civil Penalties 
for Exceeding an Applicable Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standard 
Justlf!Catlon. Agency contemplates th1s rule at the request of industry. • 
become effective July 10, delayed 

July 13 • Department of Energy: Energy Conservation Program: Test Procedures for Central Air 
Conditioners and Heat Pumps [Fui! detailS] • Justitication· Court challenge by mdustry. • Effect: Rule 
was set to take effect July 5; delayed Hldeflnitely 

Hl'alth Care. Food and Eduration 

February 21 • Food and Nutrition Service: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): 
Eligibility, Certifitat!on, and Employment and Training Provi-sions of the Food, Conservation 
and Energy Act of 2008; Extension of Effective Dates and Comment Period !Full 
Justification: Regulatory freeze. • Effect Effec:tive dates for some provisions postponed from 
to May 8. some from Apn! 7 to June 5. and some to from January 8. 2018 to March 9, 2018 

March 2 • Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (independent 
lnfonnation and Communication Technology (ICT) Standards and Guidelines 
Justification: Regulatory freeze execut1ve order. • Effect' Delayed one day, frorn 
2017 

21 

May 18 • Food and Drug Administration: Clarification of When Products Made or Oerlved from 
Tobacco Are Regulated as Drugs, Devices, or Combination Products; Amendments to 
Regulations Regarding "Intended Uses"; Further Delayed Effective Date; Request for 
Comments; Extension of Comment Period [Full detads] • Justification: Regulatory freeze. tobacco 
industry objections. • Effect Effective date delayed from February 8. 2017. to March 19.2018. 

May 19 • Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medtcare and Medicaid Serv1ces· 
Medicare Program; Advancing Care Coordination Through Episode Payment Models (EPMs); 

https://\'f\\.w.scientificamericnn.com/article/make~america~waitwagain~trumpwtries~towdelay~regulations-outwof-existencc/[ l/24/20 18 t 1 :40:50 AM J 
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Cardiac Rehabilitation Incentive Payment Model; and Changes to the Comprehensive Care for 
Joint Replacement Model (CJR}; Delay of Effective Date [Full details} • Justification: Regulatory 
freeze: agency proposed a new rule to change the dates and solicited public comment. • Effect: One 
program postponed from February 18 to May 20, 2017. Effective date of nine additional provisions 
postponed from July 1, 2017, to January 1. 2018 

May 19 • Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration: 
340B Drug Pricing Program Ceiling Price and Manufacturer Civil Monetary Penalties Regulation 
(Fui! detail~] • Justification· Regulatory freeze: agency published a rule and solicited comments on the 
change. • Effect Effective date postponed from March 6 to October 1. 2017. 

July 5 • Department of Education: Program Integrity: Gainful Employment {Ful! details) • 
Justificatlon· The Department Intends to revise the rule. • Effect Delay of compliance date for one 
year_ untt! July 1. 2018 

July 10 • Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Servlces: 
Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Conditions of Participation for Home Health Agencies; Delay 
of Effective Date [Full detaiJs} • Jl1St1fication: Industry asked for the postponement agency posted 
proposal for delay and solicited public comments_ • Effect: Delays effective date from July 13. 2017, to 
January n 2018 

Tran:-.portntion 

February 8., Federal AviaiJOn Administration: Revisions to Operational Requirements for the Use 
of Enhanced Flight Vision Systems (EFVS) and to Pilot Compartment View Requirements for 
Vision Systems fFul! details] • Justification. Regulatory freeze executive order. • Effect: Effective date 
delayed from March 13 to March 21, 2017 

March 21 • Federal Av1ation Administration: Reporting of Data for Mishandled Baggage and 
Wheelchairs and Scooters Transported in Aircraft Cargo Compartments; Extension of 
Compliance Date [Ful1 details] • Justification: Regulatory freeze; request from airlines. • Effect 
Compliance date extended from January 1. 2018. to ,January 1, 2019. 

May 19 • Department of Transportation, Federal Highway AdmmJstration: National Performance 
Manag-ement Measures; Assessing Performance of the National Highway System, Freight 
Movement on the Interstate System, and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 
Program [Full • Justification: Regulatory freeze; agency published a rule proposing the delay 
and seeking on provisions, • Effect Rule delayed from February 17 to May 20; greenhouse 
gas-related portions ofthe rule delayed indefinitely pending review 

June 7 • Department 
details] • Justification 
2016. until December 4 

Tm""'wtnt;cm Federal Railroad Administration: System Safety Program [Fu!J 
freeze. • Effect Rule's effectrve date postponed from October 11, 

June 16 • Lease and Interchange ofVehtcles; Motor Garners of Passengers· Lease and Interchange 
of Vehicles; Motor Carriers of Passengers [Full details] • Justif1cat10n: Obama administration was 
already th1s rule at the request of mdustry. • Effect· Extends compliance date from 
January 1, 2018. to 1, 2019 

Safety and Health Administration: Occupational Exposure to Beryllium 
execut1ve order, • Effect Although this new rule is 

Rev1sed rule could also delay compliance 

May 22 • Department of Labor, Mme and Health Adrnmistrat1on: Examinations of Working 
Places in Metal and Nonmetal Mines • Just!ficat!orr Regulatory freeze: industry 
petitioned for a delay: agency posted a ru!e the delay and solicited comments. • Effect 
Implementation postponed from May 23 2017. 

June 2 • Emnronmental Protection Agency: Pesticides; Certification of Pesticide Applicators Rule; 
Delay of Effective Date (Full details] • Justification: Regulatory freeze. • Effect Rule delayed frorn 
May 22, 2017, to May 22, 2018 

June 28 • Occupational Safety and Health Admmistration: Improve Tracking of Workplace Injuries 
and Illnesses: Proposed Delay of Compliance Date [Ful! details] • Justification: Delays in launching 
system for collecting reports_ • Effect: Delays compliance date from July 1 to December 1, 2017. 

Cnn~umcr Prntt.'l:tion and Fin<HH't' 

7 • LRbor Class Exemption for Principal Transactions in Certain Assets 
Investment Advice Fiduciaries and Employee Benefit Plans and !RAs 

Just1f!catJon request!ng rev1ew • Effect Pronosed delay was 

https://www .scienti ficamerican,com/artide/make-america·waiHigain·trump.tries~to·de1ay-regulations·out·of-existencel[ 1/24/20 t 8 11 :40:50 AM] 
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Make America Wait Again: Trump Tries to Delay Regulations out of Existence- Scientific American 

comments sol1c1ted Implementation cielayerJ from April 10 to 

Apn! 25 • Consumer F1nanc1a! Protectmn Bureau; Prepaid Accounts under the Electronic Fund 
Transfer Act {Regulation E) and the Truth in Lending Act (Regulation Delay of Effective Date 
[Full • Justification: Based on industry the 

to amend these and 
effective date provisions from 20'17 

May 2 • Small Business Admmistration. Small Business Investment 
. and Technical Clarifications 

date deiayed from Janua.ry· to 

May • Secunties and Exchange Commissron Sellt·ReQIJiattorv 
Stock Market LLC; Notice of Filing and Immediate Elfectivene'" 

to Continued Listing Standards for Exchange~ Traded 
rule change and so!1Gited comrnents. • 

Agrit·uJtu rt' 

Apn! 12 • Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administratron 
Sections 202(a) and {b) of the Packers and Stockyards Act [Full 
freeze, this is also an "mtenm rule'' that allows for rev1s1on when 

lmmigralion 

Ju!y 11 • Department of Homeland Security: International Entrepreneur Rule: Delay of Effective 
Date !Full details] • Justification: Executive order on immigration enforcement: agency posted 
proposed delay and solicited comments. • Effect: Delays effective date from July 17, 2017 to March 14. 
2018 (except for one provision, which wi!! go into effect on July 17) 

Rules under Review 

Environment anti Ent.·t·gr 

February 28 • Environmental Protection Agency, Army: Restoring the Rule 
Economic Growth by Reviewing the "Waters ofthe United States" Rule 
Justification. Trump executive order A court has already suspended the rule 
rev1s1on 

March 22 • Environmental Protectton Agency. Nat1onal H1ghway Traff1c Safety Admln1strat1on 
(Transportation Department): Notice of Intention to Reconsider the Final Determination of the 
Midterm Evaluation of Greenhouse Gas Emissions St~ndards for Model Year 2022-2025 Light 
Duty Vehicles (81 FR 87927) • Justification; Ad.rnin1strat1on mtends to roll back standards. 
• Effect. EPA has unti! April1. whether cmrent 54.5 mpg ftlel economy standard 
appropriate 

Apn! 4 • Environmental Protection Agency. Review of the Standards of Performance for 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions from New, Modified, and Reconstructed Stationary Sources: 
Electric Generating Units [FuH • Justification; Trump executive order on energy 

mdependence. court challenges from and industry 

April 4 • Environmental Protection Agency: Review of the 2016 Oil and Gas New Source 
Performance Standards for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources 
Justification: Energy independence executive order; court challenges from 

April 4 • Environmental Protection Agency: Review of the Clean Power Plan 
Justification: Energy independence execut1ve order; due to court challenges 
currently under a Supreme Court stay 

AprH 18 • Environmental Protection Agency: Reviewing Mercury and AirToxlcs Standards {MATS} 
for Power Plants • Justification: Industry groups and states court • Effect 
EPA was set to in court, but was granted a contmuance while 1t rev1ews rule 

May 11 • Department of the lntenor: Review of Certain Nation.al Monuments Established Since 
1996; Notice of Opportunity for Public Comment [Full • Justification· Industry groups and 

https:Jiwww .scientificamerican.com/article/make-america-wait-again-trump-tries~to-delay-regulations-out-of-existence/[ IJ24/2018 1 J :40:50 AM] 
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June (Commerce Department) Review of 
National Marine Sanctuaries and National Monuments Designated or Expanded Since 
April 28, 2007; Notice of Opportunity for Public Comment [Fu!l detw!s] • Jus-tification Trump 
execut1ve orde( • Effect The agency IS so!ic1tmg public comments 

Rights & Permissions 

John McQuaid 

Trump Officials Act to Tilt Federal Science Boards toward Industry 

One Big Legal Obstacle Keeps Trump from Undoing Greenhouse Gas Regulation 

httns://www.scientificamerican.com/article/make-america-wait·again-trump·lries·to-delay-regulations-out-of-existence/[ 1/24/20 18 II :40:50 AM] 
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18 National Health and Medical 
Organizations Deeply Disappointed 
by Trump Administration's Proposal 
to Revoke the Clean Power Plan, A 
Key Clean Air and Climate 
Protection 
(October 10, 2017)- WASHINGTON, D.C. 
For more information please contact: 

Allison MacMunn 
Media@Lung.org 
312-801-7628 

In response to the announcement by the Trump Administration that U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will revoke the Clean Power Plan, the 
American Lung Association; Allergy and Asthma Network; Alliance of Nurses 
for Healthy Environments; American Academy of Pediatrics; American 
College of Physicians; American Public Health Association; American 
Thoracic Society; Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America; Center for 
Climate Change and Health; Children's Environmental Health Network; Health 
Care Without Harm; National Association of County and City Healthy Officials; 
National Environmental Health Association; National Hispanic Medical 
Association; National Medical Association; Physicians for Social 
Responsibility; Public Health Institute; and Trust for America's Health issued 
the following statement" 

"Today's proposal to revoke the Clean Power Plan is inconsistent with EPA's 
core mission of protecting public health and the environment. The Clean 
Power Plan, adopted in 2015, would have substantially reduced carbon 
pollution and other emissions from power plants, and prevented an estimated 
90,000 pediatric asthma attacks and 3,600 premature deaths each year once 
fully implemented. Revoking this lifesaving plan denies Americans these 
health protections and removes crucial tools to reduce pollution that causes 
climate change. 
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"Climate change poses sweeping and devastating threats to human health. 
From elevated levels of dangerous ozone and particulate air pollution due to 
higher temperatures and worsening wildfires, to increased risks from vector
borne diseases such as Lyme Disease due to the expanding seasons and 
geographic ranges of vectors like ticks and mosquitoes, the examples of 
climate-related health risks are far-reaching. What's more, while every 
American's health is threatened by climate change, certain groups of people -
including children, seniors, low-income communities, and those living with a 
chronic disease like asthma -are especially vulnerable. 

"The health impacts of climate change demand immediate action. Failing to 
address this public health crisis will have lasting consequences. The longer 
our nation's leaders postpone action to clean up carbon pollution and other 
greenhouse gases, the more severe the health costs will be. 

"Our organizations are committed to fighting for action on climate change to 
safeguard the health of all Americans. We will participate in the rule-making 
process and submit comments conveying our strong opposition to this 
proposal. As leading public health, patient advocacy, nursing and medical 
organizations, we call on the EPA to heed the clear scientific evidence and 
protect public health by cleaning up major sources of carbon pollution from 
power plants and taking steps to avoid the worst health impacts of climate 
change." 
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Pruitt's deregulations won't hold up in court. 

-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -

~~~ ~ - - ~ _-- - - ~ - - li t\ ~ 
-==-=-~ ~ ~ - -:::.. _- ~- - - - - - -

Health and Science has moved! You can find new Stories 

here. 

Pruitt's Deregulation 
Spree Has Cut Corners 
He may be one of the moSt effective Cabinet members right 
now, but that may change when his legal shortcuts are 
litigated. 

By Bethany A. Davis Noll and Richard L. Revesz 

0 

1ttp://wV;w.slate.corn/articles./health_ and_ science/science/20 I 7/07/pruitt_ s_deregulations_ won_ t_hold_ up _in_ court.htm![l /24/2018 10:51:44 AM] 
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Pruitt's deregulations won't hold up in court. 

Chlp SomodevJI!a/Getty Images 

Say what you want about this administration's competence, but there's 

one area where they are succeeding for now: Scott Pruitt has been the 

Environmental Protection Agency's administrator for a short five 

months and already he has speedily and forcefully upended an 

unprecedented number of environmental rules, earning a reputation 

as one of the few Cabinet members to effectively move Trump's 

deregulatory agenda forward. Pruitt claims that these regulatory 

rollbacks represent a return to the "rule of law," but he has pursued 

them in a lawless fashion, cutting corners and ignoring fundamental 

legal requirements. Now, failing to follow the rules of the game is 

catching up with him-his EPA recently suffered its first courtroom 

defeat, kicking off what is likely to be a long losing streak and creating 

regulatory uncertainty along the way. 

On July 3, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 

-the court that will hear many of the challenges to the EPA's 

onslaught of rollbacks-nixed Pruitt's attempt to delay a rule limiting 

methane leaks at oil and gas facilities. The rule would require 

companies to plug methane leaks, which would help recover valuable 

natural gas as well as help clean up the air. But at the request of 

industry, Pruitt decided to suspend the rule's compliance deadlines. 

To justify the delay, he relied on a section of the Clean Air Act that 

allows the EPA to temporarily suspend a rule while considering 

objections that could not have been raised prior to the rule's issuance. 

Pruitt claimed that this standard was met, but the court found his claim 

to be obviously false: Not only could the objections have been raised 

earlier, but they were in fact raised by industry before the rule was 

finalized. Strike one for Pruitt. 

Federal 
agenc1es are 
not authorized 

Pruitt's other repeal Advertisement 

efforts are full of similarly questionable 

moves. Some of these actions have 

already been challenged in court; other 

suits are likely to follow. For example, 

http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and _science/science/20 1 7 /07/pruitt_ s_ dcregulations _won _t_ hold_ up _in_ court.htm![ 1/24/20 J 8 l 0:51 :44 AM] 
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Pruin·s deregulations won·t hold up in court. 

to suspend 
rules first and 
figure out their 
reasons later. 

the Administrative Procedure Act 

requires EPA to seek and respond to 

public input before taking major 

deregulatory steps. But Pruitt has been 

attempting to bypass that requirement 

by suspending rules indefinitely without public comment. 

Both the Clean Air Act and the Administrative Procedure Act allow 

Pruitt to suspend rules only before they become operative. Once a rule 

goes into effect, compliance deadlines cannot be suspended without a 

public revision process. (This system provides needed certainty and 

predictability to the industries these rules affect, since facilities may 

need time to prepare for compliance and also want to know that the 

rules will not suddenly shift underfoot while they prepare.) Pruitt has 

paid no attention to these issues and has suspended compliance 

deadlines for several rules-including the toxic water pollution rule and 

a rule limiting methane emissions from landfills-long after those rules 

were effective. 

Under the Administrative Procedure Act, the EPA also must give good 

reasons for suspending or repealing a regulation at the time that 

decision is finalized. But Pruitt recently blew off this requirement when 

he indefinitely suspended the compliance deadlines in a regulation 

seeking to improve safety at facilities that deal in dangerous and 

explosive chemicals. He provided no reasons for the change beyond 

the fact that the EPA was considering repealing the rule at some 

unspecified point in the future. But federal agencies are not authorized 

to suspend rules first and figure out their reasons later. They are 

supposed to give their reasons so that the public can comment on 

them before a deregulatory move. 

Top Comment 

I'm a bit old to have watched 

The EPA must weigh the costs and 

benefits of any decision to cancel 

public health or environmental 

http://www.slate.com/artic!es/health _and _science/science/2017/07 /pruitt _ s _ deregulations _won_ t_hold _up _in_ court.html[ 1/24/2018 10:51 ;44 AM] 
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Pruitt's deregu!ations won't hold up in court 

Captain Planet as a kid, but my 
younger brother was the right 
age. I remember coming home 
from school and shaking my head 
at the ridiculous villains as he 
watched it. More ... 

.Join In 

protections. Instead, Pruitt has been 

using a variety of excuses to ignore 

the lost health and environmental 

benefits that result from his rollbacks. 

For example, in a recent proposal to 

suspend a Clean Air Act rule, the 

EPA stated that information about the 

forgone benefits of the rule is 

"currently unavailable"-despite the fact that the details of the 

original rule's benefits were published just last year and remain 

available to all. In a proposal to repeal a major Clean Water Act rule, 

the EPA claimed that a large category of benefits can no longer be 

quantified because the data that the agency originally relied on was 

published before 2000. But data that was just as old was fine when it 

came to calculating the cost savings of the proposed repeal. And in 

suspending the compliance deadlines in the rule updating safety 

measures at chemical facilities, the EPA absurdly claimed that the 

benefits of the rule will "not be impacted" despite the indefinite delay 

of safety improvements that will help reduce danger to police and 

firefighters responding to chemical disasters. 

Pruitt's willingness to play fast and loose has helped his anti-regulatory 

reputation soar. But the brazen deficiencies in the agency's work 

exposing the hollowness of Pruitt's "rule of law" rhetoric should give 

Pruitt's supporters pause. Once the judicial challenges run their 

course, Pruitt may be striking out a lot more. 

One more thing 
Since Donald Trump entered the White House, Slate has stepped up our 

politics coverage-bringing you news and opinion from writers like Jamelle 
Bouie and Dahlia Lithwick. We're covering the administration's immigration 

crackdown, the rollback of environmental protections, the efforts of the 
resistance, and more. 

Our work is more urgent than ever and is reaching more readers-but online 
advertising revenues don't fully cover our costs, and we don't have print 

http://W\\'W,siate.com/artic!es/health_ and _science/science/20 17/07 /pruitt_s_ deregulations _won _t_ hold_ up _in_ court.html[l/24/20 18 10:51 :44 AM] 
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Scott Pruitt hails era of environmental deregulation in speech at coal mine I Environment I The Guardian 

Subscribe Find a job 

Environment '" Climate change Wildlife Energy Pollution 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

Scott Pruitt hails era of environmental 
deregulation in speech at coal mine 

EPA administrator declared an end to the government's 'war' on 
coal in a speech to miners - an agenda that has been bitterly 
opposed by agency staff 

Oliver Milman, US environment reporter 

@ol!iemilman 

Thu 13 Apr 2017 18 21 EDT 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/20 I 7/apr/13/scott·pruitt~epa-coal~mining-deregulation-speech(t/2412018 I 0:55:19 AM] 

• 
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Scott Pruitt hails em of environmental deregulation in speech at coal mine I Environment I The Guardian 

This article is 10 months old 

Scott Pruitt, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator, heralded a 
new era of environmental deregulation on Thursday, in a speech at a coal mine that was 
fined last year for contaminating local waterways with toxic materials. 

Pruitt said the new "back to basics" agenda for the EPA would focus on devolving 
oversight of clean air and water to individual states, and bolstering jobs in industries 
such as coal, oil and gas. 

NewEPAhead 
Scott Pruitt's 
emails reveal close 
ties with fossil fuel 
interests 

Read more 

This new agenda for the EPA, bitterly opposed by many of the 
agency's staff, was unveiled at the Harvey mine in Sycamore, 
Pennsylvania, on Thursday. Pruitt, who was presented with an 
honorary mining helmet, said the federal government's "war" on 
coal was over in a speech to assembled miners. 

"The coal industry was nearly devastated by years of regulatory 
overreach, but with new direction from President Trump, we are 

helping to turn things around for these miners and for many other hardworking 
Americans," said Pruitt. 

"Back to basics means returning EPA to its core mission: protecting the environment by 
engaging with state, local, and tribal partners to create sensible regulations that 
enhance economic growth." 

https:/ /www. theguardian.com/env ironment/20 17/rJpr/ 13/scott·pruitt~epa·coal·mining-deregulation~speech[ l/24/20 18 1 0:55: 19 AM} 
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Scott Pruitt hails era of environmental deregulation in speech at coal mine I Environment I The Guardian 

Scott Prwtt holds up a hc<rdhat d,mng t1•s VISit to the Harvey mme Photograph Gene J Puskar/AP 

The new vision involves scrapping or rewriting rules that combat climate change, water 
pollution and vehicle emissions. A task force has been set up within the EPA to identify 
further regulations to be revamped. 

Though Pruitt insisted that clean air and water will be maintained in this purge, the 
choice of venue for the announcement was jarring. 

Canso] Energy, which operates the Bailey Mine complex which includes the Harvey 
mine, was fined $3m in August for discharging contaminated wastewater into streams 

that flow into the Ohio river. In the settlement with the EPA and the justice 
department, it emerged that the mining operation exceeded effluent limits at least 188 

times between 2006 and 2015. 

Canso! said it has improved its pollution 
control systems and that is ~~committed to 
being a good neighbor" to nearby 
communities. The company has indicated 
that it wants to exit the coal business 
entirely after jettisoning seven mines in 
the past four years. 

EPA head: US doesn't have to choose between 
environment and jobs 

Bruce Niles, campaign director for Sierra 
Club's "beyond coal" campaign said: 
"Pruitt's record shows that he has put the 
profits of polluters before the safety of the 
public by attacking clean air and clean 

water safeguards over and over again. 

"This toxic backdrop for Pruitt's latest publicity stunt only proves his true priorities are 
with polluters, not people's health." 

Coal miners were also present when Donald Trump signed an executive order last 
month that called on Pruitt to review the Clean Power Plan, the cornerstone emissions 
reduction policy of Barack Obama's presidency. Trump has vowed to scrap the plan, 
which Pruitt opposed in the courts while attorney general of Oklahoma. 

Pruitt has accnsed the Obama administration of advancing an "ideological agenda that 
expanded the reach of the federal government" and has promised to restore what he has 

called "core EPA originalism" by protecting air and water quality while helping create 
jobs. 

A tri11ion is not 
enough: Trump's 
infrastructure 
ambitions grow 

In practice, this has involved the attempted rollback of various 
regulations, including the venting of methane, a powerful 
greenhouse gas, halting new vehicle emissions requirements and 
rewriting a limit on ozone pollution, which causes urban smog. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/apr/13/scott-pruitt-epa-coa!-mining-dercgulation-speech[l/2~/20l8 10:55:19 AM] 
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Scott Pruitt hails era of environmental deregulation in speech at coal mine l Environment I The Guardian 

Read more 
During his time in Oklahoma, Pruitt sued the EPA 14 times in 
opposition to its rules around pollutants, including mercury and 
smog. 

Pruitt has repeatedly questioned mainstream scientific understanding of climate 
change. The EPA's scientific integrity watchdog is currently investigating comments 
made by Pruitt that rejected the overwhelming scientific evidence that carbon dioxide is 
a key driver of global warming. 

In March, Pruitt told CNBC that he "would not agree that it's a primary contributor to 
the global warming that we see". The EPA's scientific integrity policy demands that staff 
accurately represent scientific findings. The agency's own website, in common with 
almost all climate scientists, states that C02 is the "primary greenhouse gas that is 
contributing to recent climate change". 

Head of EPA denies carbon dioxide causes global warming 

The EPA administrator also recently decided to reject the conclusion of his own 
agency's scientists who recommended that a widely used pesticide, chlorpyrifos, should 
be banned from farms. 

Environmentalists 
sue EPA for 
reversing Obama
era move to ban 
pesticide 

EPA scientists warned that the pesticides could cause severe harm 
to children and farm workers, but Pruitt said chlorpyrifos would 
not be banned in order to provide "regulatory certainty" to 
businesses. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/apr/13/scott-pruitt-epa·coal-mining-deregulation-speech[l/24/2018 10:55:19 AM] 
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Scott Pruitt hails era of environmental deregulation in speech at coal mine I Environment I The Guardian 

Read more The EPA has been targeted by the Trump administration for 
stringent budget cuts. The agency has drawn up a plan that would 
lay off 25% of its employees and scrap 56 programs, including 

pesticide safety, lead toxicity and environmental justice. There would be new funding, 
however, for a 24-hour security detail for Pruitt. 

The plan is the embodiment of Trump's pledge to reduce the EPA to "tidbits" but is 
unlikely to be folly adopted by Congress, which decides funding levels for federal 
agencies. 

l'opk<... 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
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The Energy 202: How Pruitt's hustle to deregulate the EPA may bite him. The Washington Post 

Natural gass burn off in Watford City. N.D. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast. File) 

In his aggressive pursuit of rolling back Obama administration 

regulations, President Trump's top environmental official may be 

bumping up against his legal limits. 

Late Monday, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit ordered the 

Environmental Protection Agency to enforce an Obama administration 

rule limiting the amount of methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, that 

can be emitted from new or modified oil and gas wells. 

The 9-to-2 decision comes after an earlier ruling in July striking down as 

illegal a 90-day delay in the implementation of 

the decision compelling oil and gas well operators to plug methane 

leaks. 

https://wv.w.washingtonposU;om/".itH·hustle·to·deregulatc·the·epa·may·bite·him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019/?utm_tenn=.d097ld360efe[1/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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The Energy 202: How Pruitt's hustle to deregulate the EPA may bite him~ The Washington Post 

Industry groups have argued that the federal rules were unnecessary as 

they duplicated state efforts to rein in emissions. 

"That's where the previous administration overstepped," said Jack 

Gerard, the president and chief executive of the American Petroleum 

Institute, in an interview before the ruling was issued. "There were 

multiple regulations on methane." 

Where much of the rest of the Trump agenda on health care or a tax 

re"Tite flounders, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is plugging away at 

repealing Obama-era regulations and helping bolster the president's 

claim that he is keeping his campaign promise to deregulate the fossil

fuel sector. With both chambers of Congress led by the GOP, 

environmentalists opposed to that agenda have turned to the courts to 

block Trump's policy. 

The methane rulings may just be the start of the legal 

pendulum swinging back to their side. Most of the headlines the 

EPA has generated during Trump's six months in office boil down to 

this: The EPA will begin the lengthy review process of undoing such

and-such rule. 

For example, in February, Trump surrounded himself with 

cameras and lawntakers to sign an executive order targeting a 

clean-water rule that greatly expanded the number of waterways that fall 

under federal protection. 

Though Pruitt has publicly indicated to Congress that the EPA 

would "provide clarity" by "withdrawing" the clean-water protection, 

called the Waters ofthe United States (WOTUS) rule, the agency only 

took its first step in a dual-prong process by officially rescinding the 

decision last week. And even so, the EPA must take the time to address 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... itt-s-hustle-to-deregulate-the-epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019f?utm_term=.d097ld360efefl/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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The Energy 202: How Pruitt's hustle to deregulate the EPA may bite him N The Washington Post 

the thorny legal question the Obama rule sought to address. Those 

include what waterways fall under the jurisdiction of the ambiguously 

worded Clean Water Act. Litigants have tried and failed to sort out that 

question in the courts for years. 

Here's the problem: Pruitt's hustle may be just now coming 

back to bite him in his quest to cut down on red tape he says is 

hurting the energy sector -thereby making it harder for him 

to implement the Trump environmental agenda. The 

Administrative Procedure Act requires the EPA to seek public comment 

and state its justification before suspending a rule as it is being 

considered for repeal. And there are court challenges that could get in 

the way if the administration isn't careful. 

Bethany A. Davis Noll, an attorney at the Institute for Policy Integrity, 

and Richard L. Revesz, a New York University law professor, argue that 

the EPA is cutting corners in striking down Obama administration rules. 

The lawyers argue that Pruitt has suspended rules without taking actions 

required beforehand. 

"Pruitt's willingness to play fast and loose has helped his anti-regulatory 

reputation soar," the two lawyers write in Slate. "But the brazen 

deficiencies in the agency's work exposing the hollowness of Pruitt's 

'rule oflaw' rhetoric should give Pruitt's supporters pause. Once the 

judicial challenges run their course, Pruitt may be striking out a 

lot more." 

But other legal experts say Pruitt knows to dot every i and 

cross every t. Jeff Holmstead, a former deputy administrator at the 

EPA under George W. Bush and a partner at the law firm Bracewell, said 

that it was "a mistake to read too much into the methane decision." He 

https:/f.....,...w.woshingtonpost.comf...ittNsNhustle-to-rleregulate-the-epo-may-bite-him/597f5db230ib045fdaef1019/?utm_tenn=.d0971d360efe[l/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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The Energy 202; How Pruitt's hustle to deregulate the EPA may bite him· The Washington Post 

said that the rollback of other Obama-era regulations, such as the 

WOTUS rule or the Clean Power Plan, rely on different parts of the law 

than what Pruitt used to halt the methane rule. 

"Because they know everything will be challenged in court," Holmstead 

said of EPA officials, "they are bending over backwards to make sure 

that everything they do has a legal basis." 

He added, "I think they were a little taken aback" by the methane ruling. 

Correction: An earlier version of this article said that the court that 

issued the ruling was the U.S. District Court for the District of 

Columbia. It is the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. 

You are reading The Energy 202, .our must-read tipsheet on 
energy ancffhe env1ronment. 

Not a regular subscriber? 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ .. Jtt+hustle-to-deregulate-the-epa-may-bite-him!S97f5db230fb045fdaef10l9/?utm_term=.d097ld360efefl/24/2018 10:47:57 AM) 
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Ryan Zinke, second from right rides on horseback on his first day of work at the Interior Department in March. (Tami 
Heilemann/Department of Interior/Handout) 

--And then there were three: First, there was Vanity Fair's profile of 

the Department of Energy. Then there was Rolling Stone's profile of the 

EPA. And now, GQ has a feature out about the Department of the 

Interior. 

Or more accurately, about the department head, Ryan Zinke, who 

appears to be trying to stay above from the daily fray of Trumpworld and 

fashion his own political identity. The author of the piece, Elaina Plott, 

hints that the former 55-year-old congressman from Montana might 

have another run for office in him. 

But the best part of the profile is about how Zinke got the job he has 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ .. .itt-s~hustle-to-deregulate·the-cpa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019/?utm_tenn=.d097ld360efe[l/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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now. Plott reports on Zinke'sjob interview with Trump (emphasis 

added): 

After the election, Zinke was hosting his office Christmas 

party in Washington when he got the call from Reince 

Priebus, the then-presumptive (now-former) chief of staff 

Mr. Trump, Priebus told Zinke, wanted to see him in New 

York. 

Rumors buzzed that he'd been shortlistedfor the job atop 

the Interior Department, but when Zinke and his wife, 

Lola, passed through the gilded doors of Trump Tower, he 

actually had no clue what position he was interviewing 

for-Priebus had never said definitively. And by the end of 

a rambling conversation with the president-elect, Zinke 

still wasn't entirely sure. 

"The conversation went a hundred seconds. It 

wentfrom women in combat to Syria policy to the 

Chinese to energy independence, a little about 

public lands, a little about hunting access," Zinke 

tells me. "Most of the conversation was not really 

Interior, per se. "At one point, Trump proposed 

the Veterans Affairs post, to which Zinke quipped, 

"I don't think you hate me that much." 

He was flying back to Montana when Mike Pence called 

him. "The vice president says, 'Well, 

congratulations!"' Zinke recalls, sharing the 

moment he was asked to join the Trump Cabinet, 

"and I asked him, 'Whatjob?"' 

https://y,.".W'.washingtonpost.cotni .. Jtt+hustle-to-deregulate-the-epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaef1019/?utm_term=.d097ld360efe[l/2412018 10:47:57 AM] 
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The Energy 202: How Pruitt's hustle to deregulate the EPA may bite him· The Washington Post 

--To the moon, senator! While visiting Bunkerville, Nev. on Monday, 

Zinke was asked by reporters about his phone calls with 

Republican Sens. Lisa Murkowski and Dan Sullivan, in which Zinke let 

the Alaska senators know, in the words of the Alaska Daily News, 

that Murkowski's vote against the health-care legislation "put Alaska's 

future with the administration in jeopardy." 

"The moon has been characterized as a threat, too, so I think it's 

laughable," Zinke said according to E&E News. 

Pruitt speaks to the media during the daily briefing at the White House. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais. File) 

--Pruitt 2020? The former Oklahoma attorney general talked about 

his political future in a wide-ranging interview published in The 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ .. .itH;-hustle-to-deregulate·thc·epa·rnay-bite-him/597f3db230fb045fdaef!019/?utm_teffil=.d097ld360efe{l/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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Oklahoman. While he ruled out a run for governor in 2018, the EPA 

head did not close the door on future runs- like in 2020 for, say, the 

seat of 82-year-old Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.). 

"To think somehow that ... I would go through a confirmation process 

which, by any measure, is pretty intense, serve five months and move to 

Washington, D.C. in order to run for governor ... I mean, who would do 

that?" Pruitt told Oklahoman reporter Justin Wingerter. 

Wingerter adds: "When asked if he was committed to remaining in the 

Trump administration for four years, Pruitt hesitated before declining to 

speculate. He said he didn't know he would be attorney general or the 

owner of a baseball team, so how could he predict what's next?" 

A recent Rolling Stone article fanned rumors of Pruitt's political 

ambitions, which have bee coursing through Washington for months. If 

he runs, "there will be more campaign contributions than anyone has 

ever seen," Gavin Isaacs, the former head of the Oklahoma Bar 

Association, told the magazine. 

-- More than a dozen science groups signed a joint letter to the Trump 

administration on Monday calling for a meeting with Pruitt before the 

agency begins the "red team/blue team" debate on the validity and 

causes of climate change. 

The letter was sent to Pruitt by 16 groups led by the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science to "remind you of the 

ongoing research, testing, evaluations, and debates that happen on a 

regular basis in every scientific discipline." 

It continues: "Given your interest in the state of climate science, we 

would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to better understand 

your perspective and rationale for the proposed activity." 

https://www.washingtonpostcom! ... itt~s·hustle·to-deregu!ate·the-epa·may-bite·him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl 0 I 9/?utm_term=.d0971d360efe[ 1/24/2018 I 0:47;57 AM] 
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Pedestrians walk past a barricade made by anti-government demonstrators In Caracas. Venezuela, on Monday 
(Ariana Cubillos/AP) 

--Not just Russia: The White House on Monday issued sanctions 

against Nicolas Madura, president of oil-rich Venezuela. 

As The Post's Heather Long writes, Trump is clearly no fan of Madura, 

who he has called a "bad leader" and a "dictator." But Trump stopped 

short of hitting the Venezuelan leader where it hurts: In the country's oil 

fields. 

The reason: Trump knows that today's cheap gas is good politics. 

https://v.ww.washingtonpost.com/ .. .itt·S·hustle-to-deregulate·the-epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaef1019f?utm_tenn=.d0971d360efe[l/24/2018 10:47:57 AMl 
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Venezuela supplies a tenth of U.S. oil imports, according to the U.S. 

Ener!,'Y Information Administration. As one analyst told Long, if Trump 

banned Venezuelan oil, "prices would go up like a rocket." 

DOE: Perry on tweet probe: 
'Have at it' 
Energy Secretary Rick Perry said Friday he's "not 
worried in the least" about investigations of Energy 
Department tweets and that the American people 
likely think such inquiries are "nonsense." 

Two reactors at Plant Vogtle power plant in Waynesboro, Ga. Westinghouse Electric Co., the U.S. nuclear unit of 
Japan's Toshiba Corp., filed for bankruptcy protection in March. (John Bazemore/ Associated Press) 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ . .,itt·s-hustle-to-deregulate-the·epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019!'?utm_term=.d0971d360efe[l/24!2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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-- Two utilities in South Carolina have stopped construction on nuclear 

reactors, V'<Tites The Post's Steven Mufson, delivering a setback to the 

hope to bring back the country's nuclear-power industry. 

\Vhat happened: "The project has been plagued by billions of dollars 

of cost overuns, stagnant demand for electricity, competition from cheap 

natural gas plants, and the bankruptcy of Westinghouse Electric, the 

lead contractor and the designer of the APwoo reactor that was 

supposed to be the foundation of a smarter, cheaper generation of 

nuclear power plants. Instead, the South Carolina reactors, along with 

two others under construction in Georgia, have demonstrated that the 

main obstacle to new nuclear power projects is an economic one. The 

plants would be more viable if the federal government were to impose a 

tax on carbon as part of climate change policy, but that seems unlikely." 

The takeaway: Without any serious climate policy from Washington-

e.g., a carbon tax it's hard to see the prospects of nuclear energy 

getting any brighter in the United States, which has built only one new 

reactor since 1980. Energy Secretary Rick Perry has talked up nuclear 

energy since taking office, but the Trump administration proposed 

slashing funding to the department's nuclear energy office. 

https://<.VV.w.washingtonpost.com/ ... itt+hustle-to-deregulate-the-epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019/?utm_tenn"'.d0971d360efef1/24/20l8 10:47:57 AM] 
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A man walks past solar panels at Panda Solar Power Plant in Datong, Shanxi province, China.(EPAIROMAN PILIPEY) 

-- Solar scraps: In less than two decades, China, which currently has 

the world's largest number of solar power plants, will have to figure out 

what to do with the waste created by out-of-commission solar panels. 

https://www.washingtonpostcom/ ... itt·s-hustle-to-deregu!ate-the-epa-may-bite·him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019/?utm_tenn=.d097ld360efe{l/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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The Energy 202: How Pruitt's hustle to deregulate the EPA may bite him· The Washington Post 

The South China Moming Post writes that "the country's cumulative 

capacity of retired panels would reach up to 70 gigawatts (GW) by 2034. 

That is three times the scale of the Three Gorges Dam, the world's 

largest hydropower project, by power production," according to a report 

by Lu Fang, secretary general ofthe photovoltaics decision in the China 

Renewable Energy Society." 

The issue: A solar panel lasts about 20 to 30 years, depending on 

conditions such as temperatures. The problem China will have to deal 

with is what to do with those spent solar panels. 

Tian Min, general manager of a recycling company that collects old solar 

panels, said the solar power industry "will explode with full force in two 

or three decades and wreck the environment, if the estimate is correct." 

"This is a huge amount of waste and they are not easy to recycle." 

Alphabet Wants to Fix 
Renewable Energy's Storage 
Problem -With Salt 
The latest idea from the X 'moonshot factory' is code 
named Malta 

https://www,washingtonpost.com/ ... itt·s·hustle-to-rleregulate-the-epa-may.bitc-him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019/?utm_tenn"".d097ld360efe[l/24/2018 10:47:57 AMl 
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The sun sets over sea ice floating on the Victoria Strait along the Northwest Passage in the Canadian Arctic 
Archipelago on July 21. 2017. (AP Photo/David Goldman) 

--Climate optimism be gone: There's seemingly diminishing 

optimism surrounding climate change with every new study, writes The 

Post's Chris Mooney, running down a pair of new reports that "asserts 

that there's little chance of the world will stay within prescribed climate 

limits." 

One of the new studies "calculates the statistical likelihood of various 

amounts of warming by the year 2100 based on three trends that matter 

most for how much carbon we put in the air," Mooney writes. The 

result? There's only a 5 percent chance the world can keep warming 

under 2 degrees Celsius and only a 2 percent chance it can be limited to 

below 1.5 degrees. 

https://\V\VW_washingtonpostcom/ .. .itt*S·hustle-to-deregulate-the-epa-may-bite·him/597f5db2JOib045fdaefl019/?utm_tenn"".d097td360efe[l/24/1018 10:47:57 AM) 
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Is there any silver lining? Mooney reports: "The upshot of all the 

latest research, however, is that while limiting warming to 2 degrees is 

seeming unlikely, and 1.5 degrees nearly impossible, staying within 

something like 2.5 degrees still seems quite possible if there's concerted 

action. And who knows whether in thirty years, negative emissions may 

appear much more feasible than they do now, providing the option of 

cooling the planet back down again at some point." 

-- The reviews are in: If there are a few points of consensus in the 

reviews of AI Gore's "An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power," it's 1) 

that the former vice president is cast as the hero of the climate-change 

movement and 2) that the original2oo6 "An Inconvenient Truth" was 

mostly a Power-Point presentation, and the sequel is less so. 

The film, which debuted in limited theaters on Friday and will be 

released nationwide Aug. 4, updates the world on progress made in the 

science and policy climate change- plus plenty of Gore's own activities. 

Here's what the reviews are saying (emphasis added): 

The New York Times calls it the "reboot that justifies its existence:" 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ . .,itt+hustle·to-deregulate·the·epa·may·bite·him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl0l9/?utm_tenn"".d097ld360efe[l/24/2018 10:47:57 AMl 
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"An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power," a follow-up to "An Inconvenient 

Truth," Davis Guggenheim's Oscar-winning documentary from 2006, is a 

reboot that justifies its existence- and not just because Mr. Gore 

has fresh news to report on climate change since his previous 

multimedia presentation played in multiplexes. If there is a thesis in 

this new documentary, directed by Bonni Cohen and Jon Shenk ("Audrie & 

Daisy"), it's that a rise in extreme weather is making the impact of climate 

change harder to deny. 

Entertainment Weekly says it gives viewers "still some reason for hope:" 

Back in 2006, when AI Gore turned his Power Point climate-change crusade 

into the Oscar-winning documentary An Inconvenient Truth, there was still 

some reason for hope. Sure, Bush and Cheney were calling the shots, but the 

force of Gore:5 argument was impossible to ignore. Now, a decade later, with a 

fervent global-warming denier in the Oval Office, hope seems in shorter 

supply. In his wake-up-callfollow-up, Gore is a little grayer and a 

little thicker around the midiii!ction, but he's still tirelessly 

speaking truth to power on behalf of our ailing planet in his folksy 

Tennessee twang. During one of his presentations in which he shows 

disaster footage from around the globe, he says, "Every night on the evening 

news is like a nature walk through the Book of Revelation." You'd have to have 

your head in the sand not to agree. 

The New Yorker says it gives younger climate activists the "short shrift:" 

Psychologists have studied the dynamics of what advertisers call "fear 

appeals," and they have found that while fear is very good at getting our 

attention, it's not very good at keeping it. For that, the scary stuff must 

be followed by solutions that are small enough to be practical but large enough 

to be meaningful ... "An Inconvenient Sequel," which is a work of advocacy 

rather than journalism, pivots efficiently away from its disaster reel and 

https:/!v.ww.washingtonpost.com/ ... itt·S·hustle-to-<leregulate·the-epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaef!OI9/?utm_term=.d0971d360efe[l/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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toward solutions, cheering the rise of cheaper renewables and the promise of 

the Paris climate accord, even in the wake of the U.S.'s withdrawal. But its 

tight focus on Gore means that grassroots climate activists-many 

of whom were galvanized by Gore'sfirstfilm, and by the hundreds 

of trainings he has held in the years since-get short shrift. For the 

most part, they are shown sitting in auditoriums, listening raptly 

to Gore's presentation. A long segment of the film is devoted to Gore's 

behind-the-scenes negotiations with the Indian delegation at the Paris 

conference-which, while procedurally interesting, is hardly the sort of thing 

that most viewers can try at home. 

CNN notes the sequel comes amid "a wave of documentary films" on 

climate change: 

If"Inconvenient Truth"felt groundbreaking, the sequel comes on the heels 

of a wave of documentary films exploring aspects of the topic, from 

Leonardo DiCaprio's "Before the Flood" to the recent Netjlix project 

"Chasing Coral, " about disappearing ocean reefs. 

As celebrity climate warriors go, Gore was a pioneer, and he's inevitably cast 

as the hero in this story, working behind the scenes to help pave the way for the 

Paris accord. But there's no questioning his commitment to the cause-- "a 

mission," he says, "that I have dedicated myself to." 

Viewed in concert with the original, that sense of genuine dedication is one of 

the more enduring aspects of 'il.n Inconvenient Sequel." And while Gore 

paints a fairly rosy long term picture based on the progress he sees, 

the great unknown is whether he'llfeel motivated to do a thirdfilm 

a decade from now, and not incidentally, how high average 

temperatures and the sea level will be by then. 

A.V. Club writes the film veered into "celebrity profile:" 

https://www.washingtonpost.comf .. .itt~s·hustle-to.deregulate-the-epa-may.bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaef! 0 19/?utm_ tenne:o.d0971 d360ef1::{ 1/24/2018 10:47:57 AMl 
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There was nothing especially artful about An Inconvenient Truth. Less a movie 

than a glorified Power Point presentation, it offered only the sight of AI Gore, 

our former vice president, standing on a stage and explaining-through 

diagrams and photographs and unsexy science-the sobering reality of global 

warming. What the Oscar-winning documentary lacked in panache, however, 

it made up for in educational value; there's evidence to suggest that An 

Inconvenient Truth has greatly raised awareness, reshaping the public's 

understanding of our ongoing environmental crisis. Eleven years later, 

Gore has spearheaded a follow-up, designed to get everyone up to 

date on that crisis. But while An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth To 

Power is certainly more cinematic than its predecessor-its 

directors haven'tjustfilmed a seminar this time-it's also 

inherently less useful, because the focus has pivoted away from the 

alarming statistics to the man delivering them. They've chased a 

valuable science lesson with something that comes closer, occasionally, to a 

celebrity profile. 

The Verge argues that the film will fail to energize activists: 

As a call to recruit and energize a new generation of 

environmentalists, no, it's not good. AI Gore travels across the globe, 

educating trainees, who we barely get to know. And what exactly Gore trains 

these men and women to do, beyond monologue in public spaces, is unclear. 

The film doesn't offer any surprising updates on global warming 

for a pseudo-woke teen with a social-media stream. Nor does it lay 

out actionable strategies for viewers who could be persuaded to 

change their habits, but don't know how. In that way, it's a missed 

opportunity for Gore and his multi-decade agenda. An Inconvenient 

Truth formed the choir, and it's inexplicable that this sequel makes no effort to 

teach that choir to sing. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... itt-s-hust!e-to-deregulate-the·epa•may·bite-him/597f5db230lb045fdaefl 019/?utm _term=.d0971d360efe[l/24/ZOI8 10:47:57 AM] 
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The Energy 202: How Pruitt's hustle to deregulate the EPA may bite him· The Washington Post 

The Guardian calls the move boring (and gives the film two stars): 

AI Gore knows everybody. He can whip out his cell phone and dial the treasury 

secretary or the head of a giant solar panel manufacturer and say things such 

as "I'll check with President Hollande" or "Elan suggested I call." It's 

amazing, then, that nowhere in his contacts is the number of a 

documentary film-maker that knows a thing or two about keeping 

audiences awake. 

-- I inteniewed Gore after a showing ofthe film in Washington. Here are 

a few other questions he answered that I didn't include back then, some 

of which get at why he made a sequel. 

Q: Is one of the reasons you have done a second movie is 

to reach a younger audience that maybe missed the first 

movie? 

Gore: Yes, but it's more because there are new things 

to say. The solutions are so exciting now and so 

available. China is now providing leadership instead of 

opposition, which was the case 10 years ago. India, just 

since the Paris agreement, has done a U-turn and started 

canceling coal plans and ramping way up on solar. I think 

it's important to update the reality that we'refacing both 

to alert people that the problem is worse, but also to let 

people know that we do have the solutions and we can 

solve this. 

Q: Have you read the New York magazine [the hotly 

debated "Uninhabitable Earth"] piece? What did you think 

of it? 

https://www.washingtonpostcom/ ... iU-s-hustle•to-deregulate-the-epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045fdaefl019/?utm_tenn"".d097ld360efefl/24/2018 10:47:57 AM] 
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Gore: I know that some scientists have pointed out what 

they regard as specific mistakes in that analysis, but 

overall, I do think there is a place for a worst-case 

analysis. My own preference is to try to emphasize the 

consensus opinions of the scientists and couple the 

analysis of how dangerous the threat is with a 

presentation of how real the hope is that we can solve 

this. We have really witnessed a dramatic change in the 

availability of affordable solutions. So I like to present 

that evidence of genuine hope along with the evidence of 

how dangerous this crisis is. 

(Question and answers here edited for length and clarity.) 

https://W\VW_washingtonpost.com/ ... itt·s-hustle•to-deregu!ate-the-epa-may-bite-him/597f5db230fb045 fdaef!O 19/?utm_tenn"".d097! d360efe[ 1/24/2018 !0:47:57 AM) 
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THE 

NE.WYOI\KEI\ 
OAIL Y COMMENT 

THE E.P.A.'S DANGEROUS ANTI
REGULA TORY POLICIES 

By Elizabeth Kolbert June 30,2011 

Scott Pruitt, the head of the E.P.A., has reversed an Obama Administration decision to ban the use 
of the pesticide chlorpyrifos on food crops. 

Photograph by Brendan Smia!owski / AFP I Getty 

T his week, while attention was focussed on the Senate's health-care bill, 

the Trump Administration continued to quietly do the one thing it does 

well: wreak havoc on the environment. On Tuesday, the Environmental 

Protection Agency released its plan to rescind the Clean Water Rule, also 

known as the Waters of the United States rule, or WOTUS. WOTUS essentially 
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represents the Obama Administration's attempt to clarifY which waterways are 

governed by the Clean Water Act. A memo that the E.P.A. issued when the 

rule was put in place, in 2015, notes that it protects streams that roughly one 

in three Americans depend on for drinking water. (This memo is not currently 

available on the E.P.A.'s Web site; to find it, you have to go to the archived 

site.) 

You might think that the well-being of a third of the population-some 

hundred and seventeen million people-would be of significance to the 

E.P.A., but then you might also think that the agency is there to protect the 

environment. The Trump Administration thinks otherwise. In announcing 

the proposal, the E.P.A. administrator, Scott Pruitt, didn't even bother to 

pretend that he was interested in public safety. Instead, he said, the agency's 

goal was to "provide regulatory certainty to the nation's farmers and 

businesses." 

Meanwhile, also on Tuesday, the Associated Press reported that Pruitt had 

met privately with the head of Dow Chemical, Andrew Liveris, during a 

conference in Houston, shortly before reversing an Obama Administration 

decision to ban the pesticide chlorpyrifos for use on food crops. (An E.P.A. 

spokeswoman said that the two men "did not discuss chlorpyrifos.") 

Chlorpyrifos is a neurotoxin that has been shown to be especially dangerous to 

infants and young children, and a review by E.P.A. scientists had led the 

agency to recommend that it be disallowed. Somewhere between five and ten 

million pounds of the pesticide, most of it produced by Dow AgroSciences, 

are applied to crops in the United States every year. (The company said that 

"authorized uses of chlorpyrifos products offer wide margins of protections for 

human health and safety.") Liveris, meanwhile, heads a White House 

manufacturing council, and his company, according to the Washington Post, 

"wrote a $1 million check to help underwrite Trump's inaugural festivities." In 

announcing that the E.P.A. would not ban chlorpyrifos, Pruitt once again 

passed over the well-being of the public. The decision, he said, when he 
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announced it in March, was made out of a "need to provide regulatory 

certainty." 

Of course, if the Trump Administration was really interested in "regulatory 

certainty," the rational thing to have done would have been to keep the 

Obama-era rules in place. WOTUS had already been finalized. The proposed 

change will take years to wend its way through the rule-making process-we 

can only hope more years than the Trump Administration has left. Similarly, 

the Administration's decision to reverse course on chlorpyrifos will result in 

more uncertainty, rather than less. Already, seven states have filed legal 

objections in an effort to force the agency to follow through on the 

recommendations ofits own scientists. (The coalition is led by New York's 

attorney general, Eric Schneiderman, who, in announcing the challenge, noted 

that the E.P.A.'s job is to insure "the health and safety of New Yorkers and all 

Americans-especially our children.") 

What the Administration is really interested in, it seems, isn't "regulatory 

certainty" but, rather, regulatory laxity. Trump loves to rail against "job-killing 

regulations." Just last week, he boasted that the White House had formed a 

task force inside every agency to find and eliminate 'job-killing regulations, of 

which we've had many." But, as with so many Trumpian claims, the number 

of times this phrase has been repeated is inversely related to its truthfulness. 

There is, in fact, little evidence that regulations kill jobs. According to a 2014 

review of studies on the subject, conducted by researchers at the London 

School of Economics, environmental regulations seem to have a "statistically 

insignificant" effect on employment. A 2015 report by the Office of 

Management and Budget (which has also been taken down from the Web 

site) notes that sometimes regulations may appear to cost jobs, if, say, a plant 

closes down, and other times they may appear to create jobs, as when a 

company staffs up to comply with the new rules. Over the long term, however, 

these "apparent reductions or increases in employment will often ... turn out 

to be shifts in employment" rather than net gains or losses. The report 
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calculates that the "monetized benefits" of federal regulations enacted during 

the previous decade were "significantly higher than the monetized costs." 

Which brings us to what is most horrifYing about what's going on. If you 

ignore the benefits of regulation, it's easy to argue they are outweighed by the 

costs. But you don't need a great deal of sophisticated math to conclude that 

the benefits of maintaining safe drinking water and avoiding developmental 

problems in kids are pretty high-higher than just about any conceivable 

estimate of the price. In a letter to Pruitt, the American Academy of 

Pediatrics stated that its members are "deeply alarmed that the EPA's decision 

to allow the continued use of chlorpyrifos contradicts the agency's own science 

and puts developing fetuses, infants, children, and pregnant women at risk." 

A gruesome monument to the dangers of deregulation now stands in the 

middle of London. Grenfell Tower, the North Kensington apartment building 

that went up in flames earlier this month, was clad in materials that, British 

authorities had repeatedly been warned, were unsafe for tall buildings. But the 

government, apparently believing its own anti-regulatory rhetoric, resisted 

calls for stricter rules. Trump is scheduled to go Warsaw, Hamburg, and Paris 

next month. Perhaps he should visit London as well. 

Elizabeth Kolber! has been a staff writer at The New Yorker since 1999. She won 

the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction for "The Sixth Extinction: An 

Unnatural History." Read more » 

1\ \ 
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Thcrod>eolo4o•b<!modT,_p'oEP~rollbacb·POLrnCO 

Where js Trump's jnfraMr~\l:,p_ublkans gnm tired ofwaifiDf• 

The radical idea behind Trump's EPA rollbacks 

'EPA originaJist' Scot! Pruitt says he's rctumwg the agency to 1ts proper mission and legal powers. But even some ofh1s Republican predecessors say he's got 1t wrong 

By t\! FXGI!!!! FN 

06!18/201707·\J AM EDT 

Severa! former EPA chiefs say Scott Pruitt and President Donald Trump have it wrong I Getty 
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Thc<"dlclli,rl<•boh•"dfr"mp•EPArollbocks-POLITICO 

The Trump administration 1sn't;ust pushmg to dramatically shnnk the Envm:mmental Protection Agency, ~hop a th1rd of1ts budget and hobble 1ts regulato1y powers. It's also trymg to 
permanently hm1t the EPA's missil:m- whH~ portraying domg so as a return to the agency's roots 

WhatAdmm!SiratorScottPruntcallshls~'agendawould refocustheagencyonnarrowgoa!ssuchascleaninguptoxicwasteandprovldingsafednnkingwater-the 
kmds of 1ssues that inspired the EPA's m·mwo m !<f70 amid a pubhc outcry about bummg nvers and smog-filled sk1es But it would abandon the Obama admlmstrat!On ·s chmate 
regulations, along v.lth other efforts that Pruitt argues ex~eed the agency's legal authonty 

StoryContmuedBelow 

PreSident [)(maid Trump has endorsed this notion as we!!, promismg that the US will have ''!he cleanest a1r"and "the cleanest water" even ~~~thts month repudiating the Pans 
climate agreement 

Prutn has labeled this VISIOn "EPA originalism," in a nod to some ~onservatives' long-running arguments tlmtjudges should mterpret the Const1tullon as the Founders understood 11. llut 
several fonner EPA chtefs say Pruitt and Trump have it wrong- and that the agency's misswn was never as narrow as the current admimstratJon wants 11 to be 

"I don't personally thmk you can say, 'I'm somehow going \mck to what the basic responsibilities of EPA are, "said Lee Thomas, wOO led the agency during Ronald Reagan's second 
tern! "That's not what EPA is, that's not where the laws are, and that's not where the risk is" 

By s1gnmg up you agree to rece1ve email news!eUers or a! eMs from POLITICO. You can unsubs~nbe at any time 

Chnstine Todd WI\Jtman, George W Bush's first EPA admimstrator, disputes Pruitt's deciston to focus on a limited set of EPA pTOJ:,'fanlS, such as the toxic-waste cleanups 11 carnes out 
underthel980Superfund]aw 

"I don't thmk 11 has to be an eitller-or, nor should it be," Whitman said, adding. "Superfund is not the only 1ssne for human health Water pollution is a hnge tssue and very impo11an1 and 
you need 10 work on 11, but It'S not the only ISsue. Air IS an ISStte, too, Even if you don'! wan11o believe Hl<:hmate change, you've got to beheve that carbon and mercury are not good for 

EPA dtd not make Pruitt ava!!able for an interview, but hua.W.. Wall Street JoW11a! colwnnist Kimberley Sttrusel that h1s a 1m is for EPA 10 a~hteve "tangib.Je'' results thro11gh '"a 
restorationofll'lpnonhes,"suchascleamngupthenatton's 1,300Superfundsites 

"These are issues that go dire~t!y to the health of our Citizens that should be ll1e absolute focus of this agency," Pruitt told Strasse!, who was the first to pra1se htm as an "EPA 
origmahst "Pnntt added "This pres1dent is a fixer, he's an achon-oriented leader, and a refocused EPA IS HI a great poslllon to get results" 

Prmtt has also defended Trump's proposal for a31 percent budget ~ut at his agency in fiscal year 2018, whlth would for~e 1! to shed abont a fifth of tiS workforce- saymg EPA"score 
func11ons would surv1ve. "!believe we can !IJ!fill the mission of our agen~y w!lh a tnmmed budget, with proper leadership and management," he sa1d at an appropriations heanng that 
had h1rn.ficld!Qj' complamts llpm Rqmhkan:umd Democratsahke 

On the other hand, Trump's proposal would slash many oft he same toxi~-waste and dean-water programs that Prum has put at the center oft he agency's misswn 

The tensmn highlights disputes over EPA's rule as env1ronmen!al threats have evolved, as well as the Trump administra!lon's efforts to achteve lastmg reductmns in the government's 
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Thonl<ho•lulcol><kmdT"'mp'•EPArol!lo.cl.•·POUTICO 

regulatory powers 

So far, Pruitt has launche(j rollbacks ofObama's greenhouse gas rules for power plants, delayed deadlmes for polluters and s!o,.,-ed agency work on new regulatwns, and most recently 
helpedpersuadeTrumptowtthdrawfromthePansdeal 

Pruill hru; also placed a greater emphasis on considering economtc concerns m Ute agency's decistons He has cited that reasoning when he ha5 rolled back regulattons on climate change, 
atr pollu!lon and clean water, even m cases where the Supreme Coun has smd costs cannot factor mto a regulatmn 

"We're going to Improve the environment m this country, protect our water, protect ouratr, but at the same time do it the American way," PruitUaidjn an April speech at a coal mine in 
Sycamore, Pennsylvama "Grow ;ob:; and show the rest of the worM that we can achieve 11" 

Out the powers ofthe EPA administrator are !muted While he or she can have huge mfluence over the agency's d1rectiou, Congress has lmd out tis scope and responsibilities in laws hke 
the Clean Alr Act and Clean Water Act 

Trump's silence on Russian backing bands llemocrats new weapon 

By ('(lEY BFNNfT!' 

That means Pru11t CllliiiOt act like a "tinhom dtctator" by dec1dmg which laws to avoid "in favor of economic development," ~id Thomas Jorling, a former Senate Republican staffer who 
co-authored the Clean Air Act m !970 and the Clean Water Act in !972. Jorling, who filed a courT brief!a.~t year defending the Obama EPA's !an(jmark chmate regulation, accused Pruitt 
ofbetng"(jtsingenuous"by focusingtheagencyonalimlledsetofpnorltles 

"It's all bastcal!y a smokescreen to thetr real tntention. which is kind of a moral artd ethical cnrruption, to . , restore the dependence of the UnJted States energy system on foss!! fuels," 
Jorliugsaid 

Pnnn maintams that the ab>ency's Obal!la·era leaders vastly overstepped EPA's authority by issuing regulations such as its greenhoiL'ie gru; limits for power plants. Pruitt previously made 
that argument v.tule wagmg legal fights agamst the EPA when he was Oklahoma attomey general 

Pruittsaidlastmonlhthathehas~whethertocrafinewcl!materu!esafierrepealmgtheObamaversions 

But his Republicans cntics say it's wrong to reject climate change as an EPA priority, even if there's room for debate on the scope ofOb:arna's actions The Supreme Court has ruled that 
EPA must regulate greenhouse gases tftllcy thremen human health and welfare, whiCh the agency has concluded they do 

States say Supelfund sites are big issues m thetr commwnt!es, said Thomas, the former Reagan administration EPA leader, but the risks nf climate change are "siguiftcant!y higher " 

"There's a lot more uncertainty around {global warmmgj, but that doesn't mean you don't deal wtth tt," he smd 

Meanwhole, the rollbacks under Prum go well t>.:yond climate chan,ge Pn.utt has ordered a rewnte ofthe Obama·era Waters of the US rule, a sweeping regulation that sought to define 
whtch waterways and wetlands tal! under the federal government's purvtew. And he remains critrca! of the Obama admimstratlon's efTons to tighten smog standards when much of the 
country has yet ro m~et prevwus lJmJL>; -even though the Clean Arr Act says EPA is supposed to b~Ue those decrsiorn; solely on the latest ltea.lth »Ctenee 

In add1tton, Pruitt has satd his philosophy w1!! involve fe~~>-er instances of the federal government overriding state cleanup plans it deems insuffictent And he 5ays EPA wt!! use fewer 
consent de~rees- settlement.>; negotiated with compames that have vtolated regulatinns- a pmcuce Republicans have long criticized as "regularton by ht1gation" 

Instead, Pruitt atrns to focus on the Superfund program, cleanups of polluted "bmwnl1elds," and drmkmg water infrasttucture, all of which tn~olve economic development He has also 
placed an emphasts on 1mplement1ng last year's bipanisan chenucal safety reforms, especml!y the process that approves new chemicals for use in products 

Myro11 Ebell, a longtime crillc ofclunatechange sctence and the Trump adw1mstrauon's formertranst!lon leader for EPA, supports Pm1tt's original ism mtssion becau!ie it dials back tbe 
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agency's reach 

But Jorlmg, the former Repubhcan staffer, said people like Ebel! have their history wrong 

Jorhng sa1d he and Leon Bt!lings, h!s lEite DemocratiC counterpar1 in writing the landmark air and water laws Hmt Pnut1Js oow entrusted to enforce, believed that the statutes they wrote 
were not static !nstead,tbeyweredesJgnedtoadapttonewsJtuations 

Demnerafic 2020 contenders? Voters hawm't heard ortl!em 

By STEVEN SHEPARD 

"lt's a complete mlsreadmg of those statutes and !I really denigrates the senators and members of Congress thatl worked for and WJ!h at the time,' he said of the arguments Prmrt and h1s 
suppor1er5 make ''They were very concerned that you don't just wnte a statute for the past You wnte a statute for the future" 

Georgetown environmental law professor William Buzbee agreed that the laws' legisla\!ve history shows they welt' "not VI'TJI!en to be frozen in time, but to give EPA impollant 
pr01ec11ve roles that w!ll evolve m hght of 1mproved SCience and tmderstandmg of emerging nsks " 

For e:.:amp!e, the Clean Air Act mcludes a catc~a!l prov\S!on, Sectton 111, that allowsd the agency to address flewly discovered pollutants not covered elsewhere in the law. EPA had 
used that prnvJSJOn JUS! five Urnes over the decades. mosdy on obscure po!!ut:mts, before the Obilma admm1stratwn Wielded Jt to target carbou dw:-.ide from power plants 

Gma McCanhy, Pruitt's Immediate predecessor as EPA administrator, sa1d 1t's "crazy" to believe that the agency's role was not mtended to evolve to indude new problems h](e climate 
change 

·~ 
•...l::.ELL 
•(in;enhp!l:ii'lla:ii'S 

·~ • J2uruWlliwmL 
• (freephwwCasFmissions 

•....OIJllilll:_ 
• Clm;t•eTqd!!Wh!tman 
• ChnstmcThdtJ\\:1lJtmao 
• prc~tdp\!Q!)naldTmm.p ... 
• DonaldTmmpPn')Jdency 
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Court Blocks E.P.A Effort to Suspend Obama-Era Methane Rule· The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

Court Blocks E.P .A. Effort to Suspend 
Obama-Era Methane Rule 
By LISA FRIEDMAN JULY 3, 2017 

https://v,.v..w.nytimes.com/20l7/07/03/climate/court·blocks·epa·effort·to·suspend·obama·era·methane-rule.html[l/25!2018 1:29:59 PM] 

D 
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Court Blocks E.P.A. Effort to Suspend Obama~Era Methane Rule~ The New York Times 

. P .:\. must comp!~· with an exi.-;ting 

WASHINGTON Dealing a legal blow to the Trump administration, a 
federal appeals court ruled on Monday that the Environmental Protection 
~cannot suspend an Obama-era rule to restrict methane emissions 
from new ill] and gas wells. 

The 2-to-1 decision from the United States Court of Appeals for the District 

of Columbia Circuit is a legal setback for Scott Pruitt, the E.P.A. 
administrator, who is trying to roll back dozens of Obama-era 
environmental regulations. The ruling signals that the Trump 
administration's efforts to simply delay environmental and public health 

actions are likely to face an uphill battle in the courts and require a more 
painstakin!' process. 

The administration had suffered several reversals in federal court to its 
plans to limit immigration from a group of majority-Muslim nations until 
the Supreme Court allowed part of the policy to proceed late last month. A 
federal judge in California also blocked the administration's threat to 
penalize cities that provide legal sanctuary for undocumented immigrants. 

A number of other Trump administration actions to undo regulations it 
inherited, including a rule on grizzly hi'ar protection and another on 
chemical spills, are likely to receive close scrutiny from the courts. 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our !a test 
stories about climate change- along with 
answers to your questions and trps on how to 
help. 

I Enter your email address I S1gnUp : 

to rece1ve occasione~! updates and spec~al 
New York Times's products and serv1ces 

PHt::FEf~ENCES i PRIVACY POLI(;Y 

OPT OUT OR CO!>.fl '\C l US ANYTIME 

Mr. Pruitt had imposed a go-day moratorium, which he later extended to 
two years, on enforcement of parts of the E.P.A. methane regulation. He had 
also argued that his action was not subject to court review. But the appeals 

https://www.nytimes<com/2017/07 /03/c!imate/court·blocks·epa-effort·to·suspend~obama-era~methane·rule.htmlfl/25/20 18 I :29:59 PM] 
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Court Blocks E.P .A. Effort to Suspend Obama-Era Methane Rule -The New York Times 

court ruled that the agency's decision was "unreasonable," "arbitrary" and 
"capricious." The agency, it said, did not have authority under the Clean Air 

&1 to block the rule. 

"E.P.A.'s stay, in other words, is essentially an order delaying the rule's 

effective date, and this court has held that such orders are tantamount to 

amending or revoking a rule," .Tudges David Tate! and Robert Wilkins wrote. 
The third member of the three-judge panel, .T a nice Rogers Brown, dissented. 
The judges said that the agency had the right to reverse the methane 

regulations but would have to undertake a new rule-making process to undo 
the Obama administration's regulation. 

An E.P.A. spokeswoman said the agency was reviewing the opinion and 
would weigh its options. 

Critics say the Trump administration has improperly delayed other 

regulations as well, and have challenged a May E.P.A. decision to suspend 

for 90 days a rule aimed at cutting methane emissions from landfills. 

In .Tune, the Interior Department also delayed for two years a set of rules 
that would have limited the release of methane from wells on federal and 
tribal lands. That rule has been in the administration's cross hairs, but an 
attempt to reverse it in Congress failed when Senator .T ohn McCain, 
Republican of Arizona, and two other Republicans defected. 

GRAPHIC 

How Americans 
Think About 
Climate Change, 
in Six Maps 
.-\1nerieans on•rwhelming]y 
believe that global warming 
is happPning, tmd that 
carbon emissions should lw 
sealed baek. llut fewer are 
sure that it will harm them 
personally. 

The administration has also used the delay tactic to stop a Food and Drug 

Administration rule requiring restaurants to list the calories in the food they 

https:/ /www.nytimes.com/20 17107103/climate/court·blocks·epa·effort·to·suspend·obama·era·methane-rule.html[ 112512018 I :29:59 PM] 
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Court Blocks E.P.A. Effort to Suspend Obama~Era Methane Rule~ The New York Times 

sell and a Labor Department regulation mandating that financial advisers 
put consumers' best interests ahead oftheir own. 

The E.P.A. has been in the vanguard ofthe administration's attempts to 
dismantle what Mr. Trump and his advisers consider an oppressive 

regulatory state. In a February executive order, Mr. Trump instructed 
cabinet officers to look for every oppmtunity "to alleviate unnecessary 
regulatory burdens placed on the American people." 

Monday's court ruling signals that this will not be accomplished overnight. 

The administration has had some success in delaying or reversing former 
President ~Qillu.ua's cliu1ate change and environmental policies, hut 

other actions face serious legal hurdles. After the E.P.A. allowed farmers to 
continue to use a pesticide called chlorpyrifos that has been found to harm 

children's brains, California and six other states challenged the decision. 

And the effort to reverse the Clean Power Plan regulation on power plant 
carbon emissions- the rule at the heart of Mr. Obama's climate change 

agenda -could take years. Mr. Pruitt is expected to publish the details of 

his plan to repeal the regulation in the coming weeks. 

David Do niger, director of the climate and clean air program at the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, said he believed the administration would be on 
the losing end of those battles. 

Video Feature: The 
Antarctica Series 

"This is the first of what we hope will be many court setbacks for Scott 
Pruitt, whose devotion to the law is rhetorical and not real," he said. 

The methane rule was part of a broad suite of climate regulations enacted by 

Mr. Obama. Methane is a potent greenhouse gas 25 times more powerful 

https://www .nytimes.cornl20 17/07 /03/dimate/court·blocks~epa-effort-toMsuspend-obama-era-methane-rule.html[ I/25/20 I 8 I :29:59 PM] 
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Court Blocks E.P .A. Effort to Suspend Obama-Era Methane Rule- The New York Times 

than carbon dioxide. 

Oil and gas companies have argued that the rule requiring them to report 
and fix any methane leaks in their equipment is an unnecessary burden 
because many oil-producing states already have their own regulations. The 
E.P .A. announced on June 5 that it was suspending enforcement of the rule, 
arguing that the industry had not had enough opportunity to comment. The 
court rejected that argument. 

"The court's decision ends the continued pollution by the oil and gas 
industry that's been illegally allowed by Pruitt," said Fred Krupp, president 
of the Environmental Defense Fund, one of the plaintiffs in the case. 

Reid Porter, a spokesman for the American Petroleum Institute, said that 
standards set in 2012 were already reducing methane emissions. "A stay is 
needed to allow for regulatmy certainty as E.P.A. continues the formal 
process to review the rule making," he said in a statement. 

Follow @NYTCiimate on Twitter 
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E.P,A. Announces Repeal of Major Obama-Era Carbon Emissions Rule· The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

E.P.A. Announces Repeal of Major 
Obama-Era Carbon Emissions Rule 
By LISA FRJEDMAN and BRAD PLUMER ocr. 9, 2017 

D 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10!09/climate/clean-power-plan.hlml[l/25!2018 1:29:08 PM] 
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E.P.A Announces Repeal of Major Obama-Era Carbon Emissions Rule- The New York Times 

WASHINGTON- The Environmental Protection Agency announced on 

Tuesday that Scott Pruitt, the chief of the agency, had signed a measure to 

repeal President Barack Obama's signature policy to curb greenhouse gas 

emissions from power plants, setting up a bitter fight over the future of 

America's efforts to tackle global warming. 

Mr. Pruitt, who had signaled the move at an event with coal miners in 
eastern Kentucky on Monday, said in a news release that his predecessors 

had departed from regulatory norms in writing the Clean Power Plan, which 
was finalized in 2015 and would have pushed states to move away from coal 

in favor of sources of electricity that produce fewer carbon emissions. 

Describing the Obama-era regulation as the "so-called Clean Power Plan," 

the E.P .A. statement said that repealing the measure "will also facilitate the 

development of U.S. energy resources and reduce unnecessary regulatory 

burdens associated with the development of those resources." 

The repeal proposal, which will be filed in the Federal Register on Tuesday, 

fulfills a promise President Trump made to eradicate his predecessor's 

environmental legacy. Eliminating the Clean Power Plan !ilJ;l.b£::iL!!LI.!;;~l.!h'>a,;:. 

that the United States can fulfill its promise as part of the Paris climate 

agreement to ratchet down emissions that are warming the planet and 

contributing to heat waves and sea-level rise. Mr. Trump has vowed tQ 

abandon that international accord. 

Climate Fwd: 
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It also is a personal triumph for Mr. Pruitt, who as Oklahoma attorney 
general helped lead more than two dozen states in challenging the rule in 

the courts. In announcing the repeal, Mr. Pruitt made many of the same 
arguments that he had made for years to Congress and in lawsuits: that the 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/09/climate/clean-power·plan.html[l/25/20 18 I :29:08 PM] 
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Obama administration exceeded its legal authority in an effort to limit 

greenhouse gas emissions from power plants. (Last year, the Supreme Court 

blocked the ruk from taking effect while courts assessed those lawsuits.) A 

leaked draft of the repeal proposal asserts that the country would save $33 

billion by not complying with the regulation and rejects the health benefits 

the Obama administration had calculated from the original rule. 

Coal- and natural-gas-fired power plants are responsible for ab®Lillle.:tbird 
of America's carbon dioxide emissions. When the Clean Power Plan '&l£ 

!lllYcil!ill in 2015, it was expected to cut power sector emissions 32 percent 

by 2030, relative to 2005. While many states are already shifting away from 
coal power for economic reasons, experts say scrapping the rule could slow 

that transition. 

Environmental groups and several states plan to challenge the repeal 

proposal in federal courts, arguing against Mr. Pruitt's move on both 

scientific and economic grounds. 

Industry groups cheered the announcement, but have also indieated that 
they would prefer that Mr. Pruitt replace the Clean Power Plan with a new, 

more modest regulation on power plants in order to blunt any court 
challenges. The E.P.A. is still required to regulate greenhouse-gas emissions 

because of a 2009 legal opinion known as the endangerment finding. 

"We have always believed that there is a better way to approach greenhouse 

gas emissions reductions," Karen A. Harbe1t, the president of the Chamber 
of Commerce's Global Energy Institute, said in a statement. "We welcome 

the opportunity for business to be at the table with the E.P .A. and other 
stakeholders to develop an approach that lowers emissions, preserves 
America's energy advantage and respects the bounds of the Clean Air Act." 

DOCUMENT 

The Trump 
Administration's 
Proposal to 
Repeal the Clean 
Power Plan 
The Trump administration 
will me a proposal in the 
Federal Register to repeal 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/I0/09/climate/clean-power-plan.html[l/25/2018 1:29:08 PM] 
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th(' Clean Power Plan. 
arguing that the Obmnn 
administration exceeded its 
ie!',ai authority in an effort to 
lin1it greenhouse gas 
e111issions fro1n po\.ver 

plants. 

How would targets be changed? 

In order to regulate pollution from existing power plants, the E.P.A has to 

set goals for each state based on what is technically feasible and cost

effective. Under the Clean Power Plan, the Obama administration set taq~cts 

by assuming utilities could improve the efficiency of their coal plants, shift 

from coal to cleaner natural gas and add more renewable energy to their 

grids. 

But Mr. Obama's approach was controversial, because the E.P.A. assumed 

utilities could reduce emissions at individual plants by taking actions 

outside of those plants - say, by replacing coal plants with wind farms 

elsewhere. Industry groups and more than two dozen states challen~:ed this 

move in court, arguing that the E.P.A can look only at cleanup measures 

that can be undertaken at the plants themselves. 

Mr. Pruitt is proposing to repeal the Clean Power Plan on this basis. He also 

argued that the Obama administration overstated the benefits of its rule by 

factoring in the gains from curbing global warming in other countries as well 

as from reducing harmful air pollutants other than carbon dioxide. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20!7/I0/09/climate/clean-power-plan.html[l/25/20!8 1:29:08 PM] 
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E.P.A. Announces Repeal of Major Obama~Era Carbon Emissions Rule~ The New York Times 

.(<:iJEPAScottPrnitt: "Tomorrow, I'll be a signing a proposed rule to 
withdraw the so-called Clean Power Plan of the past 
administration." pie. twitter.com/ 6hjvtkoXsd 

-Fox News (@FoxNews) Oct. 9, 2017 

If Mr. Pruitt does end up pursuing a replacement rule, it would almost 
certainly be confined to inside-the-fence-line measures, like upgrading coal

plant boilers. Previous E.P.A. analyses fuund that such upgrades would lead 
to a roughly 4 percent increase in efficiency at coal plants. 

What is the impact on emissions? 

While the repeal of the Clean Power Plan offers a reprieve for America's coal 
industry, it is unlikely to halt the decline of coal altogether. Even in the 
absence of the rule, many utilities across the country have opted to shift to 
natural gas, wind and solar, driven by cost concerns and state-level policies. 
Many states, like California and New York, are already moving ahead of the 
targets set by the Clean Power Plan as they develop their own climat<' 

~· 

GRAPHIC 

6o 
Environmental 
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Out Under 
Trump 
The list shows dozens of 
environmental policies that 
the Trump administration 
has targeted, often in an 
effort to ease burdens on the 
fossil fuel industry. 
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Gov. John Hickenlooper of Colorado, a Democrat, noted that his state 
planned to exceed the goals that had been set under the Clean Power Plan 
because the state was closing coal plants early and developing jobs in wind 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/09/climate/clean·power·plan.html[ 1/25/2018 I :29:08 PM] 
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and other renewables. 

"We have dramatically cleaner air and we are saving money. My question to 

the E.P.A. would be, 'Which part of that don't you like?"' Mr. Hickenlooper 

said. 

A new analysis by the research firm Rhodium Group estimated that United 

States electricity emissions are currently on track to fall 27 to 35 percent 

below 2005 levels by 2030, roughly in the range of what the Clean Power 

Plan originally envisioned, even if the regulation is repealed. 

But John Larsen, the author of the Rhodium Group analysis, estimated that 

if Mr. Obama's policies had remained in place, as many as 21 states would 

have had to make deeper reductions than they are currently expected to do 

without the rule- including Texas, West Virginia, Georgia, Pennsylvania 

and Wisconsin - and emissions most likely would have fallen further than 

the 32 percent originally envisioned. 

"So for certain states," Mr. Larsen wrote, "today's announcement is a big 

deal." 

Experts also note that the Clean Power Plan would have prevented a 

rebound in coal use in case natural gas unexpectedly became more 

expensive or various policies to promote renewable energy were blunted. 

The repeal comes on the heels of a proposal by the Department of Energy to 

subsidize coal and nuclear plants by revamping electricity markets. 

Climate Change 
Is Complex. 
We've Got 
Answers to Your 
Questions. 
,,Ve knovv. Global wanning is 
daunting. So here's a place 
to start: 17 often-asked 
questions with some 
straightforward answers. 

J ody Freeman, director of the environmental law program at Harvard Law 

School, said the Energy Department proposal combined with the Clean 

Power Plan repeal signaled that the Trump administration was putting its 

thumb on the scale in favor of fossil fuels. 

https ://v.ww .nytimes.com/20 I7 I I 0/09/climate/clean-power-pian.html[ I/25/20 I8 I :29:08 PM] 
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"You see a pretty powerful message. Disavow any effort to control 

greenhouse gases in the power sector, and instead, intervene in the market 

to promote coal. It's a wow," she said. 

What happens next? 

Mr. Pruitt's proposal for repeal will now have to go through a formal public

comment period before being finalized, a process that could take months. 

Mr. Pruitt will also ask the public for comment on what a replacement rule 

should look like, but the E.P.A. has not offered a timeline. 

Environmental groups and Democratic-controlled states are expected to 

challenge these moves on multiple fronts. 

The attorneys general of New York and Massachusetts said they intended to 

sue the E.P.A. once the repeal is finalized. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/l 0/09/climate/clean-power-plan.html[l/25/20 18 I :29:08 PM) 
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Plant Scherer, a roal-fired pow('r plant in .!ulietic, Ga. 'CI1w \-rar on ronl is owr," Mr. Fruin said :\lonrl<ly. 

jjFuel-burning power plants are one of our nation's largest sources of climate 

change pollution, and common-sense science - and the law - dictate that 

E.P.A. take action to cut these emissions," Eric T. Schneiderman, New 
York's attorney general, said in a statement. "I will use every available legal 

tool to fight their dangerous agenda." 

That raises the question of whether the Trump administration can craft and 

finalize a replacement rule by the 2020 election. Failure to do so, some 

industry groups worry, could allow a new administration to start over and 

impose a more stringent climate plan on power plants. 

Partly for that reason, many states are already preparing for the prospect of 

tougher carbon regulations down the road. 

Consider Arkansas, one of the states that challenged the Clean Power Plan in 

court. Ted .I. Thomas, the chairman of the Arkansas Public Service 

https://wv.'W .nytimcs.com/20 17 I I 0/09/ climate/ dean-power -plan .h unl [ 1/25/20 18 I :29:08 PM] 
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Commission, says that his state is nonetheless in the process of shifting from 

coal to cheaper natural gas. The initial rule also persuaded the state to start 

exploring clean-energy options, like expanding wind power, promoting the 

use of smart meters and developing a working group to look at carbon 

capture technology for coal plants. 

"Even if they repeal the Clean Power Plan, or replace it with something that 

doesn't require us to do very much, you still have to reckon with the fact that 

ultimately regulations on carbon are coming," Mr. Thomas said. "So we need 

to develop options to deal with that other than sticking our heads in the 

sand and hoping we can just file lawsuits forever." 

"You can either be prepared or unprepared," he added, "and that's a pretty 

simple choice." 

Correction: October 9, 2017 

An earlier version of this article misstated the findings of a Rhodium 

Group analysis. The report found that power sector emissions were 

projected to fall27 to 35 percent below 2005 levels by 2030, not by 2025. 

Follow @NYTCiimate on Twitter 
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E.P.A. Heads to Coal Country to Hear Views on an Obama Climate Rule~ The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

E.P.A. Heads to Coal Country to Hear 
Views on an Obama Climate Rule 
By JOHN SCHWARTZ NOV. aS, 2017 

D 

RohC'rt E . .\lurray. founder and prei;idcnt of :'llurmy l·:m:rg:.·. a major coal produc('l'. speaking at the hearing on pbns to repeal 
the ClC'an Power Plan. 

https://wv .. w.nytimes.com/2017/11 /28/climate/epa~repea!-obama~climate-rule.html[ll22!2018 II :07:5 I AM] 
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E.P.A. Heads to Coal Country to Hear Views on an Obama Climate Rule- The New York Times 

Want the latest climate news in your inbox? You can sign uo here to receive 
Climate Fwd:, our new email newsletter. 

CHARLESTON, W.Va.- The Environmental Protection Agency convened a 
public hearing on Tuesday on its plan to roll back the signature climate 
change rule of the Obama administration. More than 270 people signed up 

to speak. 

The regulation, known as Clean Power Plan, would require states to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from power plants, particularly those that burn 
coal. The plan, finalized in 2015, would have accelerated a shift already 
underway from coal-generated power to natural gas and renewable energy 
sources like wind and solar power. 

The proposal sparked a bitter fight from coal interests and from many 

conservative state officials. The former Oklahoma attorney general, Scott 
Pruitt, was one of the oft1cials in 29 states who filed a lawsuit to fight the 
plan. President Trump named Mr. Pruitt head ofthe E.P.A., where he has 
made it a top priority to reverse what he has called the Obama 
administration's "war on coal." 

https:/lwww.nytimes.com/2017111128/climatelepa-repeal-obama-climate·rule.html[l/22120 18 II :07:51 AM] 
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E.P.A- Heads to Coal Country to Hear Views on an Obama Climate Rule~ The New York Times 

I·:.P.)\. officials listened to spealwrs <lt the hearing. Scott Pruitt the head of the agency. did not Hltcnd. 

Mr. Trump and Mr. Pruitt, like many other administration officials, 
question the oveJWhelming scientific evidence that climate change is mainly 
caused by human activity- a conclusion repeated this month lu....the. 
gm·<'rnnwnt's m·vn sdeutists in 13 federal agencies. 

As pat1 of a broad effort to uproot the environmental policies of the Obama 
administration, Mr. Pruitt announced in October that he would kill the 
Clean Power Plan, which be said did not follow regulatmy norms and 
imposed undue burdens on states and energy producers. Tuesday's public 
hearing was a required part of undoing the regulation. 
Mr. Pruitt did not attend. 

https://w\\>W,nytimes.com/2017/ll/28/climate/epa·rcpeal~obama~climate-rule.html[l/2212018 11:07:51 AM] 



1009 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00275 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
79

3

E.P.A. Heads to Coal Country to Hear Views on an Obama Climate Rule· The New York Times 

Holding the hearing in West Virginia "is like holding the only hearing on 

financial deregulation at the Wall Street Hilton- it does not denote a keen 

interest in alternative views," Micllael B Gerrard, the director of the Sabin 

Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School, said in an 

interview last week. 

So many people requested time to speak that they were spread out over 

three meeting rooms in the state capitol during the two days set aside for the 

hearing. 

::'.:lurra~- En erg;; brnughl in dozens of min('rs for the event. :\tore than 270 people signed up to speak. 

During the morning hearing, £illri.cl'-"~· the attorney general of West 
Virginia, led off the speakers, saying that the power plan "is not only 
unlawful, but it's bad policy as well." He led the coalition of states that sued 

to stop the power plan. The Supreme C\mrLi.!Lt£hr.ullr): .. drlm:J:.d 

https://v,'Ww.nytimes.com/20 17/11128/climate/epa-repea!-obama-cllmate·rule.html[ l/22/2018 11 :07:51 AM] 
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enforcement of the regulation. (In similar fashion, a number of Democratic 
state attorneys general, including Maura He.alcy of .Massachusetts and Eric 
T. Schneiderman of New York, have pledged to fight the repeal in court.) 

Robert E Murray, founder and president of Murray Energy, a major coal 
producer, exulted, "In President Trump, we finally have a president who has 
vowed to preserve coal jobs." The Obama administration's rule, which he 

called the "so-called and illegal Clean Power Plan, better known as the no
power plan," would impose "massive costs on the power sector and 
American consumers" while eliminating even more coal jobs. 

Before the hearing began, Mr. Murray warmly greeted dozens of miners 
whom his company brought in by bus for the event. "You all know you have 
to work the afternoon shift now," he joked. 

Several groups are also holding an alternate hearing across the Kanawha 
River, at the University of Charleston, to discuss the environmental, health 
and climate benefits of reducing coal consumption. "The Clean Power Plan 
has a lot of support," said Bill Price, a local organizer for the Sierra Club who 
grew up in the area and whose father worked in the coal mines. Since the 
shift to power sources like solar and wind create jobs and clean the 
environment, he said, the Clean Power Plan is "pro-worker, pro-economy 
and it's pro-environment." 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/ll/28/climate/epa-repeal-obama-climate-rule.html[l/22/2018 II :07:51 AM] 
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E.P.A. Heads to Coal Counlry to Hear Views on an Obama Climate Rule~ The New "York Times 

Stanley Sturgill. a retired "Kt•ntuck~· coal minN who is nuw <lrl aetiYist .spoke H}:;ainst the rejwal. 

Some of the speakers marveled at the turnaround on environmental 

regulation that a change in administrations had wrought. Speaking in favor 
of repeal, llillRill.J.cy, president of the West Virginia Coal Association said, "I 

don't think we have ever testified in favor of anything the E.P.A. has ever 

done." 

Opponents of repeal attending the hearing offered rebuttal. Ji.m...!'J:Q.bs, 

West Virginia coordinator h>r Citizens Climate Lobby, said that he was 

speaking with future generations in mind, and said that it was wrong to 

blame regulations for coal's woes. "The reality is that J.ill: . .cualillllll!ii:DJI;.u; 
been jn decline for manY years." 

https://w\-\-W.nytimes.com/20 17/11/28/dimate/epa-repeal-obama~climate-rule.html[l/22/20 18 11 :07:51 AM] 
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E. P .A. Heads to Coal Country to Hear Views on an Obama Climate Rule ~The New York Times 

Liz Perera, climate policy director of the Sierra Club, testified that the 
Trump administration had "inappropriately cooked the books" on the costs 
and benefits of the plan. "This is about the kind of world we will leave for 
our children," she said. 

""'-'<ll!.!&,L.J,JJ.ill..,!i.!!!' a retired Kentucky coal miner who has become an activist, 
started out at 3 a.m. to get to the hearing. Now 71 and afflicted with black 
lung and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, he called repealing the 
plan "immoral and indefensible." He repeated a comment he gave in 
support of the plan in 2014: "We're dying, literally dying, for you to help us." 

Coal-fired power plants are a major source of greenhouse gases: they 

produce about one-third ofthe nation's carbon dioxide emissions. 

This is the sole hearing scheduled on repealing the plan; the Obama 
administration held four such hearings in creating it. A spokesman for the 
E.P.A. said, "We continue to assess the needs for additional hearings, and in 
the meantime encourage all stakeholders to submit their comments to the 
public docket, which will be open until January 16, 2018." 

Follow @NYTCijmate on Twi!Rr 

RELATED COVERAGE 

E.P.A. Announces Repeal of Major Obama-Era 
Carbon Emissions Rule 

Protesters Jeer as Trump Team Promotes Coal 
at U.N. Climate Talks 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

At Bonn Climate Talks, Stakes Get Higher in 
Gamble on Planet's Future 

CLIMATE FWD: 

Introducing Our Newsletter, Climate Fwd: 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/ ll/28/climate/epa-repeal-obama-climate-rule.html[l/22/2018 II :07:51 AM] 
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EPA "''"'"S qu•ck~ Lo ~>n!e Ml> cl<ma\2 rule'" 20!~ ·POliTICO 

Where is Trump's jnfrastrnctnre plan'' lh•pnblirans t•row tirgd ofwajtjng 

·~ 
-~ 
·~ 
•.Lo>rul 
•J..:o.tnnlimL 
•..EriuL 

The efTort to cn:ate a replacement rule signals that EPA is siding Wlth the induS!!)' stakeholders who want a rule written under this administration !Justin Sullivan/Getty 
Images 

EPA moving quickly to write new climate rule in 2018 

By,FMll y UO! QFN 
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EPAmo''"S'l'"""" \o'""""""chmotorulo>"2!11S·POLITICO 

01t05/201806·09PMEST 

ShawnnFan•hoob ShareonTwj!!er 

Envuonmental Protection Agency staffers m under orders !Tum the Trump admmistratmn to complete a replacement for former Pres1dent Barack Obama's maJor climate change rule by 
the end of the year, far faster than tile normal pace the agency uses to develop major regulahons, accon:hng to three SGIJrces famihar w1th the process 

That shortltme frame would give EPA lawyers tile chance to defend the n:gulation from the legal clt:tl!enges it IS certain to face during President Donald Trump's current term That 
would allow the proposal from Scott Pruitt's EPA to avoid the fate oftl!e Obama EPA's Clean Power Plan, which was held up in court and is I\OW bemg rescinded by a new 
admimstratwuthatopposedtheoriginalcarbondioxideregulatJOn 

Story Continued Below 

EPA's air ch1ef, Bi!! Wehrum, lias directed staffers to develop a schedule for conducting are!ysis, public hearings and n:visions that won!d be completed in 2018_ Staffwou!d need to 
complete a proposal by summer aod allow time for the While House to review it before ~bhcation 

Tile ttght timehne would mean that the agency would have to repeal and replace the Obama power·sectorcli!llllte rule simultaneollSiy but in separate processes. EPA would also have to 
fimshn:visir~gasepmatecarbonruteforfuturefoss!lfuelp!ants,whJChmustbemplaceinordertoregulateexistmggenerators.. 

Jeffl-lolmstead, a panner at the law firm Bracewell who ran EPA's air office under former President George W. Bush, called the time frame "ambitious but not imposs1ble" 

By sigmng up you agree to receive email newsletlers or alens from POLITICO. You can unsubscribe at any time. 

"!! cenamly gives tltem t1me to defend before the D.C. Circuit," he said, though if the legal process stretches to the Supreme Coun, it might not be n:solved be!bre the end ofTrump's 

The quick process urrdenvay is certain to draw scrutiny from environmental advocates who are geanug up for lawsut15 agamst the char~ges 

"The Clean Power Plan would cut carbon po!Jutmn a third. A weak replacem•:mt that ge\5 a percent or two iu reductions won't be a senous response to climate change and won't meet 
Clean Air Acl requirement.:s Amencans ~who dep<'nd on EPA 10 protect !heir heal!h and climate- deserve a real solution, not a s<;;am," smd Dav1d Doniger, climate dtrector for tile 
Natura! Resources Defense Council 

Pnuu m recem weeks stopped suggestmg that the agency might choose not replace the Clean Power Plan Pruitt, who has quest10ned the role of manmade emiss10ns in dmlate change, 
has been !obbted by some conservative groups such as The Heartland Institute and Competitive Enterprise Institute to tbrgo a replacement and mstead challenge the SCience. based 
endangennent finding th.at reqwres EPA to act to hm1t globe·wanning emissions from power plants. Power companies., however, have pre!iSed Pnutt to develop a replacement iu order to 
g1ve 11lem some regulatory unainty and potenllally head off any move by a future administration to write tougher standards 

The effort to create a replacement rule signals that EPA is siding with tile industry stake holden; who want a rule written under this admimstrntion. Bot Pruin could stil! conduct the "'red 
team-h!ue team" debate over climate change sctence that he has promtsed to examme the scientific conclusions that huma/IS are a dominant cause of climate change. That process could 
happen outsJde tile regulatory and legal world, but tt could be the foundation for a challenge to the endar~germent find mg. EPA would have a hard ttme fightmg the findmg after wnhng 
the nde prectpitated by 11, accordmg to mu!ttple conservative lawyers 

EPA's new rule is set to focus on coal plants alone, according to soun:es and options oudined in a n:cent notice. The Obama EPA's Clean Power Plan had set targets for states to shift 
away from coal and toward natural gas and n:newable power, a strateb'Y that Pruitt, as Oklahoma auomey geneml. joinerl n11ler Republican slates to argue was Illegal 
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FPA cbjefPrujtt is soid to be eyeing attorney general job 

By ANQBEW RESTJICC!A 

Obama's rule aimed to <:ut <:arbon levels 32 percent below 2005 levels by 2030 Trump's rule, whi<:h ts hkely to consider only effi<:1ency upgrades that coal plants could make. would 
<:urb emtssions far less Some power sector experts have speculated that ele<:tn<:lfy generators might run the1r coal plants more tfthey were forced to operate more e!Ttdently and become 
more competitive m the power markets That could m tum lead to h1gher emissions 

Wehrum told E&E News earlier this week that EPA IS sti!! considering not \l'flting a replacement rule But several sonrces told POUT! CO that Wehrum has been working rapidly since 
;ommg EPA in mid-November to sketch out a plan for crafting a new rule 

The agency has iss ned a proposal to Withdraw the Clean Power Plan and an advallCe not1<:e of proposed nde-making to replace the regulation. Comments on the withdrnwal are due Jan 
16, but EPA is set to push back that deadline while 11 hosts three more publ1c hearings that have not yet been scheduled. Comments on the ANPR are due Feb 26 

Under a new version oft be rule, EPA will have to detennine whether to set a common efficieocy standard for the coal fleet or wnte gmdance for Slates to set their own S!Hndards for 
mdividual plants based on age and technology, Letting States set standards would ahgn with Pruitt's push to give states more autonomy, but each indiv1dual plan would be subJeCt to 
lawsunsattl>estate!eve!andcon!d!ingerinthejudicialsystemforye!lf'S 

EPA d1d !lOt respond to a request for comment 

SbawonVardmokShareonTWJ!tcr 

·~ 
·~ 
·~ 
·~ 
·~ 
• f'IW!tQllmental P!QJei'l!Qll Awury 
• Na!waiRfS!)IIIH)Ddi·ww<'p•mrjl 

: ~:l'~!~~xr;;~);1 an 
• Pn•sJd<•ntDonaldTrnmp 
• [)nnaldinunpPre~j<kru:.~C

•~ 
•llllL\'icluuuL 

Missing out on tb.e latest scoops? Sign up for PQt IT!('() Play hank and get the latest news, every moming- in your in box 

1 Bidt•n- !\lcCnnnelt s!Jlpped Obama fmm calling out Russians 
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EPA plans to streamline air pollution 
permitting 

1,180 

The Environmental Protection Agency {EPA) on Wednesday said it would 
reassess the way 1! 1ssues Clean A1r Act pollut1on permits for new fac11it1es, as a 
way to reduce regulatory burdens for businesses 

As part of a rev1ew President Trump mandated earlier this year. the EPA~ it 
would undertake four new mt!Ja!1ves to re-evaluate how it regulates pollut1on 
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EPA pl"!'l.~ l<> ~lfeamhr>e au pullult<>n penmlhng!Thdhl! 

The most notable of those is the creation of a new task force to reconsider the 

permitting process for new sources of air pollution under the Clean Air Act. 

called the New Source Review (NSR). 

AD'.l~$il;~mtia! costs, complexity and delays that may arise from the NSR 

permitting process can slow the construction of domestic energy exploration, 

production, or transmission facilities that must undergo review,'' the EPA wrote 

in a 15~page report on its regulations. 

"In some circumstances, the NSR process discourages the construction of new 

facilities or modifications of existing ones that could result in greater 

environmental improvements. Such reactions to the NSR process slows the 

grovvth of domestic energy resources and raise energy.p 

The EPA issues three types of permits for newly built or modified facilities such 

as power plants, which set site-specific pollution requirements. 

But commenters told the EPA the review process is lengthy, complex and 

costly, and suggested a handful of ways to improve the process. 

Administrator Scott Pruitt will convene an ''NSR Reform Task Force" to assess 

the issue, the agency said. 

The new initiative comes after President Trump ordered agencies to consider 

ways to cut regulations and help the American energy sector. The Energy 

Department also released its regulatory review on Wednesday 

Besides the new source considerations, the EPA said it would work to speed up 

its approval process for state plans aimed at reducing pollutants governed by 

the agency's National Ambient Air Quality Standards, like ozone. 

It will also begin conducting an evaluation of the costs and employment impact 

of its regulations and designate a team of employees as points of contact to 

help industries navigate agency ru!emaking. Both measures are likely to win 

praise within the business and energy communities. 

http·lfthchtJ! ~om/pn!icyf~t>et&..V·~r!Vtf<ll\111'-'lll/157 f 62-epa•pfall~·to•.<\teamJme•air•pOI!Ut!Oil•JlCtmi!tmgfl/24/20 18 J f J4 '2] 1\M) 
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EPA Seeks To Delay Suit Over States' Plant EmtsStQns Rules - Law360 llttps.l/www.!aw360 com/art!des/915005fpnnt?secuon~appe!late 

PorttQifo Media. Irw:. 1 111 W".>t t9'th Str~, Sth noor 1 Nf!\1>' Yori<, NY 100111 www lolw36il.C<lm 
Phone:+l6467S37100IFax:H&467S3716llcustomers~law360.com 

EPA Seeks To Delay Suit Over States' Plant Emissions Rules 
ByKat5ll!flluc 

Law360, New York (April 19, 2017, 8:17PM EDT)-- The U,S, Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday asked the D.C. Circuit to 
postpone oral arguments in litigation over the EPA's requirement that 36 states revise emissions exemptions related to startup, 
shutdown and malfunction events at power plants and other facilities, in light of the recent change in administration. 

In a motion asking for continuance of the oral proceedings -scheduled for the beginning of May - the agency asked for Vme so 
officials can fully review the startup, shutdown and malfunction, or SSM, action that was decided by President Barack Dbama's EPA, 
and determine whether the requirement needs to be reconsidered. A continuance will avoid holding oral arguments in the midst of this 
review, the agency said. 

"Additional time for the new administration to determine whether it wit! reconsider the SSM action is ... important because that action 
implicates sigmficant Clean Aw Act legal and policy Issues of national importance," the agency said. "These indude questions regarding 
the appropnate, respective roles of the states and of EPA under the CAA scheme within the context of the specific state 
implementation plans for 36 states. Given the Importance and complexity of these 1ssues, new EPA officials will need time to carefully 
review the SSM action." 

A broad coalition of energy companies, utl!ities and industry organizations, along with several states and state agencies, have 
challenged the EPA's May 2015 action requiring states to tighten up SSM regulations, arguing it isn't based on any new statutory 
requirement or the issuance of new rules. They have also said the action, whiCh stemmed from litigation brought by environmentallsts, 
isn't mandated by any court deaslon or tied to any demonstrated air quality problern. The Sierra Club and other environmental groups, 
on the other hand, say the action closes dangerous loopholes. 

Now the EPA Is requesting a pause to arguments in that challenge, hmting It might come down on the Issue differently than the former 
administration, afteritsrev1ew. 

"Recently-appomted EPA officials in the new administration will be closely scrutinizing the SSM action to determine whether it should 
be maintained, modified, or otherwise reconsidered," the EPA said, noting that "the prior positions taken by the agency with respect to 
the SSM action may not necessarily rel'lect its ultimate conclusions after that review is complete." 

Jn May 2015, the EPA defended its "state implementation plan call" as the way to correct specific provisions in several states that 
VIolate several "bedrock principles" of the Clean Air Act. The former administration's EPA took the action after determining that sorne 

112212018.9'30AM 
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EPA Seeks To Delay Smt Over Stales' Plant Em1s.s10ns Rules- Law360 https.l/www.law360com/amc!esi915005/pnnt?sectwn~appellate 

2of2 

state implementation plans, or SIPs- which carry out the Clean Air Act's mandates- weren't protective enough. The agency issued a 
directive, known as a SIP cal!, for the affected states to amend their provisions applying to facilities' excess emissions dunng periods 
of startup, shutdown and malfunction. 

The EPA at the time said the final action was drafted to ensure states have plans in place that are fully consistent with the Clean Air 
Act and recent court decisions concerning SSM operations. 

The current EPA said environmental intervenors in support of the SSM action, including the Sierra Club, Citizens for Environmental 
Justice and the Natural Resources Defense Council, are agamst postponing arguments and intend to file a response. 

The parties could not be immediately reached for comment. 

The EPA IS represented by David J. Kaplan, Matthew R. Oakes and Dustin J. Maghamfar of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

The case 1s Walter Coke Inc. et al. v. Enllironmental Protection Agency, case number 15-1166, in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
DistrictofColumbiaCircuit. 

--Additional reporting by Juan Carlos Rodriguez. Editing by Bruce Goldman. 

Ancont,.,t©2003·2018, Pt>rtfol<l!-lm~.Inc. 

1/22/2018,930AM 
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Fifteen states sue EPA's Scott Pruitt over smog rule delay 

Thursday, January 04, 2018 

Fifteen states sue EPA's Scott Pruitt over 

smog rule delay 

Fifteen states on Tuesday sued Environmental 

Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt for 

delaying the Obama administration's strict new rules 

for cutting smog-producing ozone emissions. 

"By illegally blocking these vital clean air protections, 

Administrator Pruitt is endangering the health and 

safety of millions," said Democratic New York Attorney 

General Eric Schneiderman, who was one of the 15 

attorneys general to file the lawsuit with the D.C. 

Circuit Court of Appeals. 

He said the one-year delay of the regulations is 

another example of the "Trump EPA ... [choosing] to 

put polluters before the health of the American 

people." 

Pruitt delayed the regulations in June while the EPA 

reviewed the regulations for possible changes and 

repeal. 

• 

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/fifteen·states~sue-epas~scottwpruitt~over·smog.rule·delay/article/2630341[ 1/24/2018 ll :03:35 AM] 
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Fifteen states sue EPA's Scott Pruitt over smog rule delay 

Schneiderman led the charge to oppose Pruitt when 

he was Oklahoma attorney general and challenging 

the Obarna administration's climate regulations. The 

New York attorney general also has led a high-profile 

investigation into news reports that Exxon Mobil 

suppressed its own scientific research from the 1970s 

that showed climate change would harrn its business. 

New York was joined by Democratic attorneys general 

from California, Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, 

Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Mexico, Oregon, 

Rhode Island, Verrnont, Washington state, Illinois, 

Iowa, Pennsylvania, and the District of Columbia. 

Josh Shapiro, the attorney general of Pennsylvania, a 

big fracking state, said in a statement that Pruitt is 

"choosing to ignore" a detailed study that his state 

environmental agency sent to the EPA identifying a 

nurnber of regions in the Keystone State, including 

Philadelphia, "where smog is a serious health risk." He 

said the delay "is unacceptable." 

The smog rules would cut ozone frorn 75 to 70 parts 

per billion, which critics of the rules, including 

manufacturers and the fossil fuel industry, say are 

nearly impossible to meet. They argue that rnost 

states had not met the previous air quality standards 

before the new rules were proposed and then 

finalized by the Obama administration. 

Environmental groups think the EPA standards should 

be reduced to 65 parts per billion, which the agency 

had considered. 

A decision the D.C. Circuit rnade last rnonth on a 

separate EPA regulation for rnethane emissions rnay 

be telling in how it will rule on the srnog suit. 

The court had ruled that the EPA could not delay the 

rnethane rules on the oil industry for three years as it 

proposed to do. On Monday evening, the court 

issued an order directing Pruitt to enforce the 

http://www. washingtonexaminer.com/fifteen-states-sue-epas-scott-pruitt-over-smog-rule-delay/article/2630341 [ l/24/20 18 ll :03:35 AM] 
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Fifteen states sue EPA's Scott Pruitt over smog rule delay 

methane rules after environmental groups filed a brief 

petitioning the court to do so. 

Share with friends. 

More Washington Examiner 

Federal judge 

rules against 

Fusion GPS effort 

to keep financial 

records from 

House Intelligence 

Committee 

Jim Mattis on 

Steve Bannon: 'I'm 

almost certain he 

http://WVITW. washingtonexarniner.comlfi fteen~states~sue-epas-scott-pruitt-over-smog-rule...delay/article/2630341 [ J/24/20 18 11 :03:35 AM] 
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METHANE Wull Obama EPA nt!e tn force. compliance clash may !o(Mll-- Tuesday, August 22,2017 •• www.eenews net 

E~ENEWS 
<<Back to E&E News index page 

METHANE 
With Obama EPA rule in force, compliance clash may loom 
Ellen M. Gilmer, E&E News reporter 
Energywm:l T(Jesday August22 2017 

;)bama-era :->\Eind<~rds to cut metha"le en,,ss,ons from 011 and gas operat1ons are 1n force w'1tle tne Trt1mp 

ildf~""Hn,stratlo:Jworkstocollthernback 

The Trump administration is giving scant details on how or whethar it plans to enforce 

restrictions on greenhouse gas emissions from the oil and gas industry arter a federal court 

revived the standards last month. 

U.S. EPA has been tight-lipped since the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 

Circuit blocked the agency's efforts to delay the Obama-era rule for methane emissions from oil 

and gas operations. The agency said yesterday that it may make enforcement dedsions on a 
"case-by-case basis." 

"EPA may elect to exercise its enforcement discretion on a case-by-case basis with respect to 

the fugitive emissions monitoring requirements," an EPA spokeswoman said in an email. 

"Companies that have specific questions regarding their compliance obligations should contact 

the appropriate EPA regional office," 

Finalized last year, the Obama administration's standards aim to reduce emissions of methane, 

a powerful greenhouse gas, from new and modified oil and gas sites. 

Trump's EPA is working to roU back the rule as part of a broader effort to streamline domestic oil 

and gas production and is expected to finalize a proposed two-year delay of requirements in the 

coming months. 

But the D.C. Circuit's recent decision to strike down a related 90-day delay means that, for now, 

the Obama rule is alive and weU~Aug. 11). 

https.flwww eenews.net/stories/10600590 !6{!122!20!8 !0·26.20 AM] 

SEARCH: 

Sudden wanning from thawing gas downplayed in 
study 

PUBLIC LANDS 

Trump team pushes to keep methane regs Ol"l ice 
Encrg)~We Tlwn;;day Jan<liJry!$ 2018 

PUBLIC LANDS 

Feds, states eye friendlier venue in BLM methane 
battle 

\•VO?dnesr!ey )anvaryW 

PUBLIC LANDS 

Oil and gas heavyweight joins defense of BLM's 

methane rollback 
J~n<iil1}'8.?018 
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Everyone's fighting over BLM's me!halle rule-
again 
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METHANE: With Obwna EPA rule in force, compliance clash may loom~- Tuesday, August 22,2017 •• www.eenews.net 

Environmental watchdogs are concerned EPA and the oil and gas industry aren't as committed 

to compliance as they should be. 

Matt Watson, associate vice president of the Environmental Defense Fund's Climate and Energy 

Program, said EPA's "case-by-case" approach is unsurprising but could be legally problematic. 

"No surprise there, given that ~·s clear that their goal is to do away with methane regulation 

altogether," he said. 'What's also unsurprising is the lack of respect for the rule of law that you 

see in that statement." 

EDF attorney Peter Zalzal added that many environmental groups will be monitoring industry and 

EPA closely and are prepared to take legal action if needed. 

"If we just look at the facts of these requirements, my hope would be that companies are out 

there complying as they're legally required to do," he said. 

"That being said," he added, "the Clean Air Act provides a pathway for citizen enforcement. The 

citizen groups concerned about non-compliance have availed themselves of it in the past. so it's 

certainly something that's available here, too." 

Compliance commitments 

For their part, many in the oil and gas industry have already committed to full compliance. 

The American Petroleum Institute, Independent Petroleum Association of America and Western 

Energy Alliance- influential trade groups -all told E&E News they are urging their members to 

follow every requirement on the books. 

'The ruling effectively put the updated rules governing new sources of methane emissions into 

effect," API spokesman Reid Porter said in an email. "API members follow these rules and all 

rules to keep their projects compliant." 

Exxon Mobil Corp. and Royal Dutch Shell PLC have already reported compliance with the rule's 

initial requirements, Watson said. 

Western Energy Alliance President Kathleen Sgamma said her group is also advising members 

to comply, and IPAA Executive Vice President Lee Fuller noted that companies would be legally 

vulnerable if they don't. 

"People are exposed legally if they don't comply, so they're going to choose to comply," he told 

E&E News. 

'It's confounding' 

Porter, the APt spokesman, said his group is maintaining a "collaborative working relationship" 

with EPA and is providing information about operations and emissions "to inform the agency as 

they continue to reconsider these important rules." 

But industry representatives are far from enthusiastic about being subject to the standards in the 

meantime. 

In an interview, IPAA's Fuller lamented the regulatory uncertainty that accompanied recent 

regulatory and legal shuffling. He said he's particularly frustrated that the D.C. Circuit did not 

inst~ute a grace period that would have given industry more time to plan for compliance. 

"That's probably the part that creates most of the confusion," he said. "It's confounding to you as 

a regulated entity." 

Fuller said some uncertainty still exists over compliance expectations for oil and gas wells that 

were completed in late 2015, which are covered by the rule. 

"I don't think the expectation was that all of those wells would immediately have to have their first 

fugitive emissions analysis on June 3 or June 4," he said, referring to the compliance deadline. 

EPA's 90-day stay, since overturned by the court, kicked in just after the deadline. 

'The question is, are they technically in compliance with the requirements given all the confusion 

https:l/www .eenews.net!stories/10600590 16[ 1/2212018 I 0:26:20 AM] 
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associated with the stay and the litigation?" Fuller asked. 

For now, he said, operators should "err on the side of caution" and get in compliance quickly if 
they are not already. 

'We're also hoping to get some clarity from EPA on how it wants to re-engage or restart this 
process- whether the schedule's going to be different, how they're going to choose to enforce," 

he said. "We don't have that information at this point in time." 

Sgamma said her group hasn't received guidance either. 

Citizen suits 

Environmentalists appear cautiously optimistic that oil and gas operators will stick to their 
commitments to comply with the rule. 

But Watson, of EDF, warned that compliance will likely vary across the industry. 

"You're going to have leaders in industry who view compliance as a totally non-negotiable 

question and, further, that have it as part of their corporate ethos to run a tight ship," he said. 

"And then I think you'll see a range of responses going downhill from there." 

That's where legal action comes in, said Sierra Club attorney Andres Restrepo. 

"If [EPA Administrator] Scott Pruitt truly cares about the rule of law like he claims to, he will 
vigorously enforce EPA's methane standards, which are the law of the land," Restrepo said. "If 

he doesn't, then those of us in the environmental community will fully explore our legal options, 

including possible citizen enforcement actions under the Clean Air Act." 

To bring a citizen suit, affected environmentalists or landowners would have to show that a 
company is failing to meet its obligation to find and repair methane leaks. Several groups and 

individuals routinely use methane detection equipment to monitor emissions in the field. 

"We have the capacity," Watson said. "We have some of the best methane scientists in the world 

and important partnerships with not only researchers but local leaders, including concerned 

landowners." 

Industry groups have criticized EOF and other environmental organizations, arguing that their 
real goal is to simply shut down all oil and gas development. 

"I'm sure EDF would love to file citizen suits," Fuller said. ''Their agenda is: Lrtigate, raise money, 

litigate." 

Watson responded that industry leaders oppose methane standards at their own risk. 

"It's these companies, these leaders, who have the greatest risk in all of these because their 
social license goes down with the ship if this EPA and these trade associations have their way," 

he said. "It's time for them to stand up and demonstrate real leadership." 

Twitter· @ellengilmer ! EmaH: egilmer@eenews.net 

Like what you see? 
We thought you might. 

Start a free trial now. 

Get access to our comprehensive, daily coverage of energy and environmental 

politics and policy. 

https://www.eenews.netlstories!l 060059016[1/2212018 I 0;26:20 AM] 
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EXPERT SLOG' JOHN WALKE 

Trump EPA Abdicates Law 
Enforcement, Gives Polluters 
Amnesty 

iNVOLVED 

The Trump EPA is reversing clean air enforcement positions against coal-burning power plants that EPA 

has taken and that federal courts have upheld not once, but twice. Moreover, the Trump administration 

promises EPA enforcement relief to all industrial polluters covered by a Clean Air Act program designed 

to ensure industries control their increases in harmful air pollution, These retreats, along with other 

reversals in E,jf" r~lect the Trump administration granting effective amnesty from legal 

requirementstJlat protect Americans and uphold the Clean Air Act 

All of these reckless steps are taken in a memorandum from EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt that EPA 

quietly released after hours on the same day that Pruitt appeared before a congressional oversight 

committee lor the first time since taking office. He made no mention of the enforcement reversals or 

attacks on clean air safeguards during his testimony. 

In Pruitt's memo, EPA effectively adopts the position of a coal-burning power plant defendant in a clean 

https://\\'WW.nrdc.org!experts/john-wa!ke/trump-epa-abdicates-!aw-enforcement-gives-pollutcrs-amnesty[t/2212018 12:37:37 PM] 
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air enforcement case. DTE Energy. represented by the same law firm where the political head of EPA's 

clean air office worked before the Senate confirmed him last month. Pruitt announces EPA will exercise 

its "enforcement discretion' not to enforce the Clean Air Act against not just power plants, but all industrial 

polluters, that fail to properly project how much they will increase harmful air pollution following 

construction projects. The Trump EPA is reversing course on enforcement stances that EPA is taking in 

lawsuits today, including in cases where federal courts have sided with EPA and against defendant 

positions that the Trump EPA now adopts. 

The Trump EPA enforcement retreat amounts to permission for industrial polluters to commit fraud and 

make false projections about their increased emissions. so long as those projections are ·'procedurally" 

adequate-even if they are substantively bogus and ultimately harmful to air quality. EPA specifically 

promises polluting lawbreakers it does not intend to enforce the law against failures to perform ·'required" 

air quality analysis. or failures to follow emissions calculation requirements. Memo at 8. What's most 

remarkable is EPA is presently in court enforcing against Clean Air Act violations that led the Trump EPA 

Administrator to issue a memo saying. "Never mind. We won't enforce against that lawbreaking from now 

on .. 

Equally remarkable. the central promise and approach of Pruitt's memo-that EPA will not "second 

guess" polluters-is precisely the approach that a federal appellate court has characterized as a straw 

man. In the second US. v. DTE Energy case. the federal appeals court wrote that "the focus on so-called 

'second-guessing' is misplaced." because obviously EPA may bring enforcement lawsuits to challenge a 

company's improper emissions projections. The court continued by not!ng "the EPA definitely is not 

confined to a 'surface review' or 'cursory examination.'" The Pruitt memo confines EPA enforcement to 

just those indefensible failings, in a concerted political effort to obstruct EPA enforcement against 

companies' improper air pollution projections Pruitt soys archly that "the court decision does not compel 

the EPA to pursue enforcement in such situations." EPA won't pursue enforcement at all, you 

meddlesome judges 

Pruitt's action plainly is meant to sabotage the ongoing clean air enforcement case against DTE Energy 

Worse, Pruitt openly disavows the possibility of similar enforcement cases against other industrial 

polluters during the Trump administration. Pruitt prom1ses that "EPA does not intend to pursue new 

https:/ IWY.w .nrdc.org!experts/john~wa lke/tru m p-epa-abdicates-law-en forcement-gives-polluters-amnesty{ I /22120 18 12: 3 7 :3 7 PM] 



1028 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00294 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
81

2

Trump EPA Abdicates Law Enforcement, Gives Polluters Amnesty I NRDC 

enforcement cases in circumstances such as those presented in the DTE matter." Enforcement sabotage. 

through and through 

I confess 1·m struggling to convey just how reckless this Pruitt memo is. At one point, the memo "clarifies" 

the EPA regulations to mean that when a company projects emissions increases and follows procedural 

requirements. EPA will not challenge false or wrong or even fraudulent projections unless there is "clear 

error" in application of tile procedures. Forget the substance of the projections-the intended or actual air 

pollution increases. Nothing in the Pruitt memo says that a company's proJection of pollution increases 

needs to be right or even reasonable; indeed. the clear import is polluter projections need be neither. 

The only example of a "clear error'' exception in the Pruitt memo is applying an incorrect number in the 

regulations during those procedural steps; applying the right number during the procedural steps and 

giving that piece of paper to the government suffices. even if the company's pollution projection is 

manipulated, unreasonable. wrong or it results in unlawful air pollution increases. 

Moreover, the memo goes out of its way to reverse EPA's regulatory and enforcement practice to allow 

companies to purport to "manage" projected air pollution increases to prevent significant increases. but to 

do so in completely unenforceable ways. EPA to date has not recognized unenforceable industry claims, 

for the simple reasons that there is no way to ensure that companies have been or will be controlling 

pollution in the way they claim. and no way to enforce any failures to control pollution increases after the 

fact Incredibly, the Pruitt memo says that the mere "intent" of a company to manage emissions increases 

-notwithstanding failure to do so-is good enough for government under the Trump administration 

Memo at 6. Enforcement sabotage. through and through. 

These are upside down approaches to how Americans should expect EPA to enforce clean air protections 

to protect US. air quality 

This is not simply capitulation by the Trump EPA It is abdication of EPA's law enforcement 

responsibilities to uphold the law against polluters that may be knowingly breaking the law. and that EPA 

believes may be breaking the Jaw. Administrator Pruitt says that matters not-procedural niceties will 

suffice, and EPA will not "second-guess" those polluters through inquiry or disagreement. 

https://w\\.W.nrdc.org/experts/john~walke/trump-epa-abdicates-law-enforcement·gives*po!luters*amnesty[l/22/2018 12:37:37 PM] 
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By effectively promising industrial lawbreakers that EPA will not enforce certain Clean Air Act 

requirements. Pruitt's memo represents a Trump administration attempt to grant amnesty from these 

requirements The memo uses coded language about what EPA will "focus on" and what EPA "does not 

intend to pursue'' to bless activities that the law considers violations. As noted. the memo even "clarifies" 

what the EPA regulations mean. re-casting those regulations to mean something they do not say. 

Pruitt's memo predictably uses boilerplate language that EPA includes in memos when the agency wants 

to let regulated industries rely on winked agency promises of deregulation, at the same time that EPA 

wishes to be immune from citizen lawsuits to uphold the law. and immune from judges reviewing improper 

final agency action that breaks the law It's especially perverse for an EPA Administrator that testified in 

Congress in the morning against the evils of EPA guidance documents, to turn around in the evening and 

issue a guidance document that deregulates clean air responsibilities and promises to abdicate EPA's 

duty to enforce the law 

But the perversity goes well beyond that: in 2002, the Bush administration EPA weakened the clean air 

regulations at issue here. to insert loopholes and exemptions that let industry increase harmful air 

pollution significantly and evade any modern pollution controls to reduce emissions. A central author of 

those 2002 Bush EPA clean air rollbacks was a former industry attorney named Bill Wehrum. Mr. 

Wehrum left EPA to join the law firm of Hunton & Williams, where he and his colleagues represented 

coal-burning power plant companies. But wait it gets better (pronounced worse). Among the power plant 

compames that Hunton & Williams represents is DTE Energy, the defendant in a Clean Air Act 

enforcement case that sought to exploit one of the loopholes Mr. Wehrum added to weaken the clean air 

regulations. The DTE Energy clean air enforcement case is the driving force, and the high profile 

enforcement retreat at the heart of Mr. Pruitt's memo 

And Mr. Wehrum? Now he is the political head of the Trump EPA air office tasked with carrying out these 

clean air regulations. Mr. Wehrum's name does not appear on Pruitt's abdication memo. Presumably, the 

DTE Energy case appears on a list of matters from which Mr. Wehrum recused himself. He should have. 

Nevertheless, the public deserves to know what role. if any, Mr. Wehrum. Hunton & Williams. and/or DTE 

Energy played in producing this Trump administration give-away to polluting industries. 

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/john-wa!ke/tnnnp-epa-abdicatcs-law-enforcement·gives-pol!uters-amnesty[l/22/2018 12:37:37 PM] 
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For good reason, law enforcement agencies like EPA rarely issue so-called "enforcement discretion'' 

guidance that promises not to enforce some aspect of federal law: these promises undermine the Rule of 

Law and the public's confidence in law enforcement; they threaten the concerns and rights protected by 

the law. such as clean air & Americans' health: and in their worst form, these promises can suggest a 

sordid collusion of interests with corporations that skirt the law. As a Reagan administration EPA policy 

put it, enforcement discretion promises "may erode the credibility of EPA's enforcement program by 

creating real or perceived inequities in the Agency's treatment of the regulated community." That Reagan

era enforcement policy still stands. and it is a testament to why enforcement discretion promises are 

highly unusuaL 

At EPA, there is a specific enforcement office process for issuing what are called "no [enforcement] action 

assurances" to specific facilities, in specific situations, based on case-specific circumstances. The Trump 

EPA has issued assurances." for example, 'for the import of power generators to be donated 

for use in communities impacted by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma in Texas and Florida, to assist in 

recovery efforts.' But proper EPA "no action assurances" promising the exercise of "enforcement 

discretion" ordinarily are issued by the highest-ranking official of EPA's Office of Enforcement and 

Compliance Assurance. See, e.g, At the very least, EPA policy dating to 1984 requires the 

'advance concurrence" of the enforcement office. 

Pruitt's "enforcement discretion" memo represents a form of "no action assurance" that differs from any I 

have previously seen in several highly unusuaL even unprecedented ways. First. ! know of no other EPA 

'enforcement discretion" guidance that was issued in the middle of a pending enforcement case against a 

corporate defendant accused of the very failings that the agency says it will turn a blind eye to, 

henceforth. 

Second, the added insult to injury here is federal courts twice have sided with the legal views of EPA 

enforcement officials prosecuting these failings, while reJecting the defendant's contrary views. 

Third. I am unaware of any "enforcement discretion" promise or no action assurance signed by the EPA 

Administrator. Pruitt's decision to do so clearly is intended to assure corporations that EPA's enforcement 

https://v...,vw. nrdc.org!experts/john~wa!ke/trump~epa~abdicates~l aw~enforcement~gives~po! luters~amnesty[ 1 /22!10 18 12: 3 7 :3 7 PM] 
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retreat and grant of amnesty enjoy the highest level of political support. Amazingly. the memo even goes 

out of its way to trace that high level political support all the way back to President Trump. Pruitt says his 

memo is consistent with an agenda to ·reduce burden on regulated sources in accordance with recent 

Presidential actions. citing a Trump executive order and memo to reduce regulatory burden' and 'enforce 

regulatory reform 

Fourth. here's an insider observation from my days working as an EPA attorney: it is extraordinary. 

possibly unprecedented. for EPA to issue an "enforcement discretion· assurance that omits the name of 

even a single official from EPA's enforcement office. Pruitt is the memo's author, the addressees are 

Regional Administrators. and the only two officials copied on the memo are Pruitt's chief of stall and the 

political deputy to the head of EPA's air office. Bill Wehrum. Interesting. 

An already-miserable memo ends. aptly, on a foreboding note. In the memo's last paragraph, Pruitt 

observes that states are approved by EPA to carry out the clean air program in question. He goes on to 

however-cue ominous film soundtrack-that if EPA "later determine[s] that the [clean air program] 

approved [by EPA] is deficient. the EPA has authority. to call for a state to revise its regulations." This 

none too subtle threat signals that states that fail to follow the Trump EPA rollbacks could face demands 

by EPA to weaken state regulations 

These outrageous Trump EPA actions raise a host of questions that Americans deserve the answer to: 

Were Mr. Wehrum's former law firm. Hunton & Williams, DTE Energy or any other non-governmental 

parties involved witll this memo or the process that led to it? What about Mr. Wehrum, or his deputy? 

Who helped write the memo? Did EPA's enforcement office write it? Were they consulted about it? If so, 

in what capacity and when? Were EPA and Department of Justice lawyers prosecuting the case against 

DTE Energy and handling its appeals, involved or consulted? What about enforcement officials in EPA 

regional offices. where power plant cases often are prosecuted? And EPA's Office of General Counsel. 

what roles. if any. did it play in this fiasco? Has EPA assessed how much harmful air pollution could 

increase from Administrator Pruitt's effective grants of amnesty and abdication of law enforcement duties? 

Many more questions and concerns are certain to emerge about the Trump administration's abdication 

and other reckless actions described here. 

https:/1\o,ww .nrdc.org/experts/john~wa\ke/trum p-epa-abdicates~! aw-en forcement -gives-pol !uters~amnesty{ l/22120 18 12:3 7: 3 7 PM] 
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NRDC will submit a Freedom of Information Act Request to EPA to obtain all records associated with this 

sord1d transaction. Congress and EPA's Office of Inspector General also should investigate these deeply 

troubling actions 

Fmally. NRDC will consider challenging Administrator Pruitt's action in court. An agency like EPA may not 

issue guidance that relieves regulated industries of legal obligations. unless the agency first undertakes 

notice-and-comment rulemaking that provides the public fair opportunities to comment and oppose 

unlawful or harmful actions. The Trump EPA did not do this. 

In the meantime. nothing in the Administrator's action stops states, public health and environmental 

groups, and ordinary citizens from bringing enforcement lawsuits to uphold clean air protections that the 

Trump administration proclaims it will not 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

JOHN WALKE 
Director, Clean Air Project Climate & Clean Air program 

https://.,.ww.nrdc.org/experts/john~walke/trump-epa~abdicates~!aw-enforcement-gives-polluters~amnesty[l/22/2018 12:37:37 PM} 
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Trump's EPA Halts Request for Methane Information 
From Oil and Gas Producers 

One of Scott Pruitt's first orders as administrator is to walk back from an effort to rein in 
climate-warming methane leaks from the oil and gas industry. 

BY MARIANNE LAVELLE 

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/03032017/scottKpruitt-environmenta!~protection·agency·methane-greenhouse-gas·c!imate-change[l/24n018 6:20:50 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt. adl11inl5trator of the EPA, announced on March 2, 2017. that owners a11d operators of 011 and gas operations no longer have to respond to 

aq Obama-era request for mformatton needed to wntml methane, a potent greenhouse gas. Credit REUTERS/Joshua Roberts 

In a strong signal of its retreat from action, the Trump administration on Thursday haaed 

an effort to gather data from the oil and gas industry that is needed to rein in leaks of methane, a potent 

greenhouse gas. 

More than 15,000 owners and operators of oil and gas production or processing facilities had been 

required to submit information on their equipment and operations to the Environmental Protection Agency 

under finalized by the Obama administration in November. With the first deadline of early January 

already passed and another submission due in May, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt announced he was 

that request, effective immediately. 

The Obama administration had called the survey "a critical step" in its effort to control methane, the main 

component of natural gas. Emissions of the odorless, colorless gas have proven nearly impossible to 

measure at 700,000 well sites and thousands of pipelines and facilities across the country. Although 

technology for controlling those emissions is readily available for oil and gas operations, industry has 

resisted. 

https:/ /insideclim ate news .org!news/0303 20 1 7/scott~pruitH.mvironm ental~protection~agency ·methane·greenhouse·gfts~cl imate~change [ I /24/20 18 6:20: 50 PM] 
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Getting the exact numbers is particularty crucial to understanding whether the nation's tracking boom will 

accelerate or could help stall global warming. Although gas-fired power plants release half as much carbon 

dioxide as coal plants, the extraction, production and transport of natural gas releases unknown amounts 

of methane. 

Last May, the EPA for methane at new oil and gas operations and at the same time issued 

a first draft of a request to collect information from the industry on existing facilities, a massive task. Under 

the Clean Air Act, the EPA has such authority; penalties of nearty $100,000 a day are possible for those 

who fail to comply. Then-EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy noted that there were hundreds of thousands 

of small sources of leaks, including pumps, storage tanks and processes that the agency didn't know 

existed. "EPA is learning this industry right now," she said. 

Now, Pruitt says he will assess whether the information is needed. Pruitt acted one day after receiving a 

letter from nine state attorneys general and the governors of Mississippi and Kentucky, expressing concern 

about the burden posed by the data gathering. "By taking this step, EPA is signaling that we take these 

concerns seriously and are committed to strengthening our partnership with the states," Pruitt said in a 

statement. 

As Oklahoma attorney general and a leader in the Republican Attorneys General Association, Pruitt was 

critical of the EPA's actions on methane, submitting a letter in 2011 accusing the agency of overestimating 

methane pollution from oil and gas operations in his state. A 

New York Times documented how the letter actually had been written by lawyers for Devon Energy, one of 

Pruitt's campaign donors. 

"This is precisely the kind of cozy collaboration with the worst actors in the oil and gas industry that dogged 

Pruitt throughout his controversial confirmation process," said Mark Brownstein, vice president for climate 

and energy programs at the "If the EPA is going to run away from 

collecting even the most basic information about oil and gas operations, what does this say about its 

dedication to protecting air quality and water quality?" 

EDF. which spearheaded an $18 million scientific research program on methane in 2011 with funding from 

the gas industry and foundations, argues that EPA could have begun regulating methane much eartier. 

Industry strongly opposed action, however, arguing that the agency didn't have enough information to 

understand its operations and the burden that would be placed on small companies. 

The agency twice drafted and collected comments on its request, and extended the deadlines as industry 

sought, which delayed the effort into the Trump administration. EPA has said that knowing the equipment 

and operations companies are using is needed to gauge what methane control measures would be 

reasonable. 

"The irony is a year ago the industry was arguing EPA needed more information," said Brownstein. "Today, 

you have industry making the argument that the information collection is burdensome and duplicative. And 

the only thing that's changed is the politics." 

https://insideclimatenews,org!news/0 3 03 20 1 7/scott~pru itt~environmental~protection-agency-methane-greenhouse~gas~climate-change[ 1/24/20 I S 6: 20: 50 PM J 
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Lee Fuller, executive vice president of the mc:cp•enOo!·n 
praised Pruitt's decision to rescind the methane information collection request, which he said was costly 

and unnecessary. "IPAA welcomes Ieday's announcement as it brings meaningful relief to independent 

producers across the nation and demonstrates that creating American jobs and developing U.S. energy is 

a high priority for the Trump administration," he said in a statement. 

The oil and gas industry long has argued that since methane is essentially natural gas, they already have a 

financial incentive to stop leaks and capture all they can for sale as fuel. The American Petroleum Institute 

has pointed out that although gas production has increased dramatically due to the hydraulic fracturing 

boom, methane emissions per unit of energy produced has declined 24 percent since 2005 in natural gas 

fields. 

But the overall amount of methane leaking from oil and gas operations is significant and rising. Emissions 

reached 9.8 million metric tons in 2014, up 11 percent from four years earlier. That's enough methane to 

meet all of the natural gas fuel needs of a state the size of Pennsylvania, instead vented to the 

atmosphere. 

Recent of showing that the EPA had 

long been underestimating emissions. Those studies helped inform EPA's decision to revise methane 

emissions numbers upward in its latest greenhouse gas inventory last year, which bumped the oil and gas 

industry ahead of agriculture as the nation's leading source of methane pollution. 

Methane is 25 to 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide as a heat-trapping gas, although it doesn't last 

as long as carbon dioxide in the air. The EPA, using the more conservative figure, calculated that methane 

emissions from the oil and gas industry alone account for 3 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Obama administration's goal of cutting those methane emissions by 40 to 45 percent from 2012 levels 

by 2025 was a key element of the U.S. pledge under the Paris climate accord. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Marianne Lavelle 

Marianne Lavelle is a reporter for lnsideCiimate News. She has covered 

environment, science, law, and business in Washington, D.C. for more than two 

decades. She has won the Polk Award, the Investigative Editors and Reporters 

Award, and numerous other honors. Lavelle spent four years as online energy 

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/030320 17/scott·pruitt-environmental-protection·agency.methane-greenhouse-gas-climate-change[ l/24!20 1 g 6:20:50 PM) 
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Trump's EPA to reconsider oil and gas emissions rule I Reuters 
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Trump's EPA to reconsider oil and gas emissions rule 

Timothy Gardner 

WASHINGTON (Reuters)- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will reconsider a mle on 

greenhouse gas emissions from oil and gas operations and delay its compliance date, the agency said 

on Wednesday in the Trump administration's latest move to reduce regulations. 

Oil interest groups, including the American Petroleum Institute and the Texas Oil and Gas 

Association, had petitioned the EPA a year ago to reconsider the mle limiting emissions of methane 

and other pollutants tram new and revamped oil and gas wells and systems. 

The EPA said in a statement that it would delay the rule's June 3 compliance date by 90 days and 

take public comments during that period. 

Under Democratic President 8arack Obama, the EPA released the first methane limits on the 

facilities in May 2016, saying it would cost energy companies $530 million, but would lead to $690 

million in benefits, including lowering medical bills. 

Scott Pmitt, the EPA chief in the administration of Republican President Donald Trump, joined 

dozens of other states in challenging the rule when he was attorney general of oil-producing 

Oklahoma. Pruitt has said he docs not believe that greenhouse gas emissions arc the main driver of 

climate change. 

Energy companies had complained that the methane rule would add costs to wells that were not 

https·//www .reuters com/artic!e/us·usa-epa!trumps·epa-to-reconsider-oil·and-gas-emissions-rule-idUSKDN I 7L215[ 1!22/20 18 12:20:14 PM] 
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Trump's EPA to reconsider oil and gas emissions rule j Reuters 

producing much oil and gas, and that it was duplicative as the sector had already reduced the 

emissions. 

Environmentalists believe limiting methane, a gas about 80 times more potent than carbon dioxide in 

trapping heat. is a low-hanging fruit in etTorts to curb climate change. 

Michelle Robinson, director oft he clean vehicles program at the Union of Concerned Scientists, said 

EPA was favoring industry over science. "Instead of looking backwards to review well-reasoned 

rules based on clear science, the administration should be moving forward," and extend methane 

limits. she said. 

Wednesday's move signaled another retreat from climate change action after the Trump 

administration in March halted an effort to gather methane data from existing oil and gas operations 

to rein in leaks of the powerful greenhouse gas. 

In late March, Trump signed an order to undo climate regulations, following up on a campaign 

promise. 

Pruitt said the EPA is continuing to follow through with Tromp's order. "American businesses 

should have the opportunity to review new requirements, assess economic impacts and report back, 

before those new requirements are finalized." he said. 

Reporting_ by Timoth) Gardner: Editiny, by Clnmt ~kCoc)l and Dian.::- Cral! 

Apps Newsletters Reuters Plus Advertising Guidelines Cookies Terms of Use Pnvacy 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us·usa-epaltrumps-epa-to-reconsider-oil-and-gas-emissions.rule-idUSKBNl7L215(l/22J20 18 12:20: 14 PMj 
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US. EPA reverses policy on 'major sources' of pollution I Reuters 
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U.S. EPA reverses policy on 'major sources' of pollution 

Eric lleech 

WAS!l!NGTON (Reuters)- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said on Thursday it was 

withdrawing a provision of the Clean Air Act that requires a major source of pollution like a power 

plant to always be treated as a major source. even if it makes changes to reduce emissions. 

The decision to withdraw the "once-in always-in" policy is part of President Donald Trump's cft(Jrt 

to roll back federal regulations and was sought by utilities, the petroleum industry and others. 

Sources of air pollution previously classified as "major sources" may be reclassilied as "area'' 

sources when the facility limits its emissions below "major source" thresholds. the EPA said. Area 

sources are subject to less strict pollution control standards than major sources. 

''It will reduce regulatory burden for industries and the states. while continuing to ensure stringent 

and effective controls on hazardous air pollutants," Bill Wehrum, assistant administrator of the 

EPA's Otlice of Air and Radiation, said in a statement. 

The "once-in always-in" policy, which was established in 1995, has been a disincentive for power 

plants. factories and other major sources of pollution to pursue technological innovations that would 

reduce emissions, the agency said. 

The Natural Resources Defense Council, an environmental group. said the decision "is among the 

most dangerous actions that the Trump EPA has taken yet against public health." 

https://www.reuters.com/artic!e/us·usa-trump·epalu.s-epa-reverses-po!icy-on-mlljor-sourccs-ot:.pollution-idUSKBN I FF075{1/26nO 18 4:57:00 PM] 
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U.S. EPA reverses policy on 'major sources' of pollution I Reuters 

"This move drastically weakens protective limits on air pollutants like arsenic. lead, mercury and 

other toxins that cause cancer, brain damage, infertility, developmental problems and even death." 

John Walke, director of a clean air program for the NRDC, said in a statement. 

Our 5)/andanls: Vw 7'/wm<..·ou l?cutcn; D·uyt Principlr:!'' 

Apps Newsletters Reuters Plus Advertising Guidelines Cookies Terms of Use Privacy 

https://www.reuters.com/article!us~usa-trump-epalu+epa-reverses~policy~on-major-sources-af~pollution-idUSKBN 1 FF075[1!26/2018 4;5 7:00 PM] 



1042 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00308 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
82

6

As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on ho!d.l New Republic 

Emily Atkin 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfo!ding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1/22/2018 II :40:30 AM) 
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As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold. j New Republic 

As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on 

hold. The critical situation at a chemical plant compromised by Hurricane 

Harvey's flooding is all over the news, and rightfully so. Two small 

containers of highly volatile organic peroxides have already exploded, and 

residents living within a 1.5-mile radius of the Houston-area plant were 

asked to evacuate. Fifteen local sheriffs deputies went to the hospital after 

getting close to the plant, though all have been released. And Arkema 

officials say that the worst may not be over. A larger explosion could still 

occur. 

In a statement, the Environmental Protection Agency said it had deployed 

an aircraft to secure chemical information from the smoke cloud and has 

sent air monitoring personnel to the scene, as well as a disaster response 

coordinator. "We will consider using any authority we have to further 

address the situation to protect human health and the environment," 

Administrator Scott Pruitt said in a statement. 

But as the crisis is unfolding, we shouldn't forget that Pruitt's EPA is 

delaying an Obama-era chemical safety plant rule that would soon have 

covered this very plant. In June, the EPA announced it would delay 

implementation of what environmental groups call the Chemical Disaster 

Rule for two years. Pruitt's reason, of course, was industry concerns

specifically, the concerns that it would be hard for companies to implement, 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema·crisis·unfo1ding-epa-chemica1-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1/22/2018 11 :40:30 AM] 
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As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold. I New Republic 

and that disclosure of their chemicals could be a national security threat. 

The rule, which is actually an amendment to the federal Risk Management 

Program, was intended to improve accident preparation at facilities. Former 

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy told me it was "specifically designed to 

make sure that large chemical facilities and refineries do more to ensure 

they are prepared for emergencies and provide local communities with the 

information they need to deal with potential explosions and releases just 

like the ones we are seeing today." 

Here are some of the specifics, via ThinkProgress' Natash a Gelling: 

[The rule] required facilities to conduct root-cause analyses in the 

event of a chemical release or explosion, to pinpoint exactly what 

led to the incident. The rule also required facilities to contract with 

an independent third-party to perform a compliance audit after any 

incident that caused death, injury, or significant damage. 

Under the Obama administration's rule, regulated facilities would 

have to provide local emergency responders with the facility's 

emergency response plan and would have to conduct annual 

exercises to test the facility's ability to effectively communicate with 

both emergency responders and the public in the event of a release 

or explosion. 

Finally. the rule required that chemical facilities share chemical 

hazard information with the public upon request, and that the 

companies provide notification of the availability of such information 

on their website, via social media, or some other public platform. 

Just to be completely clear: The EPA's decision to delay this particular rule 

is in no way affecting the situation at the Arkema plant. But environmental 

groups are pointing to Arkema as an example of what could happen in the 

future without the regulations. "The Arkema disaster is just the kind 

situation that the Chemical Disaster Rule is meant to mitigate," said 

Gordon Sommers, an Earthjustice attorney suing the EPA over its delay of 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkerna-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ t/22/20 18 I I: 40:30 AM] 
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As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold. I New Republic 

the regulation. "The last thing that a community battling hurricanes and 

floods needs is a hazardous chemical release on top of that, but 

unfortunately that extra threat is what many communities in Texas and 

Louisiana face because the Trump Administration is delaying chemical 

disaster prevention measures." 

On Thursday the White House announced that the president would donate 

$1 million of his personal fortune to hurricane relief efforts. But if you were 

expecting to hear Trump's EPA pledge to implement the Chemical Disaster 

Rule, you'll have to keep on waiting. 

--------January 22, 2018 --------

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-saH~ty-rule-hold[ 1122n0 IS 11 :40:30 AM] 
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As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold, I New Republic 

Alex Shephard 

,'' ,.,,,_; i 

The government shutdown has revealed the GOP's true position on the 

DREAMers. The shutdown has entered its third day and the two parties are 

at an impasse. Republicans say they won't consider immigration reform 

until Democrats help them reopen the government. Democrats say they 

won't reopen the government until Republicans pledge to hold a vote to 

protect those 800,000 undocumented immigrants brought to the United 

States as children. 

Both sides are blaming each other, but the cause for this logjam is simple. 

In September, President Trump ended DACA but claimed that he wanted 

to protect the DREAMers. Most Republicans have publicly maintained that 

they do not want to see these people deported. But at the same time, they 

have used the DREAMers as hostages, threatening to abandon them if 

Democrats don't agree to a string of tougher immigration measures. 

The closer Congress gets to a March deadline to resolve the issue, the 

more valuable that bargaining chip becomes. If they hammer out an 

agreement to the DACA issue now, they will lose the leverage to extract 

more severe concessions from Democrats. 

Republicans, in other words, are trying to have it both ways. They don't 

https:/ /newrepublic.com/minutes/ 144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1122/2018 II :40:30 AM] 
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As the Arkema crisis is unfolding. an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold. I New Republic 

want to seem heartless, so they publicly maintain that they are negotiating 

in good faith to protect the DREAMers. But they also want to keep their 

legal status in limbo for as long as possible. The Republicans are less 

interested in the fate of these 800,000 individuals than in using them to get 

hardline policies on immigration. 

--------January 19, 2018 -------

Emily Atkin 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema~crisis~unfolding-epa-chemical-p1ant~safety~rule-hold[ l/22/2018 11 :40:30 AM] 
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As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold. I New Republic 

'"•'' :' • \ ~'~ j .• 

Trump has tried to restrict science almost 100 times already. There are 91 

entries on Columbia Law School's "Silencing Science Tracker," a 

searchable database released Friday that intends to document every 

instance of information censorship or restriction since President Donald 

Trump was elected. If this is an accurate tally, that means there's been 

some kind of attempt to limit government scientific information once every 

week in Trump's America. 

The online resource is a joint project of Columbia's Sabin Center for 

Climate Change Law and the Climate Science Legal Defense Fund, a non

profit originally created in 2011 to defend scientists from what at the time 

seemed like the biggest threat facing the climate science community: legal 

attacks against individual scientists by conservative groups. The group's 

priorities have shifted somewhat since Trump's election. "Political and 

ideological attacks on science have a long and shameful history, and such 

attacks are the most dangerous when carried out or condoned by 

government authorities," said Lauren Kurtz, CSLDF's executive director. 

To be included in the Silencing Science Tracker, a federal government 

action must have the effect of "prohibiting scientific research, education or 

discussion, or the publication or use of scientific information," the site says. 

The tracker divides actions into six broad categories, and includes Trump's 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema~crisis-unfolding~epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[l/22/20 18 11 :40:30 AM] 
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As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold. ! New Republic 

appointments of unqualified nominees to science-related posts, the 

removal of various climate references from executive agency websites, and 

suspensions on scientific research. The category with the most entries is 

"government censorship," which includes 40 instances when the 

administration changed website content, restricted public communication 

by scientists, or made data more difficult to access. 

Trump isn't censoring all government science, though. This week, NASA 

released global temperature data showing 2017 to be the second-hottest 

year on record. 

Alex Shephard 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema~crisis·unfolding~epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule~hold[ 1/22/2018 11 :40:30 AM] 



1050 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00316 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
83

4

As the Arkema crisis is unfolding, an EPA chemical plant safety rule is on hold. I New Republic 

If the government shuts down, Donald Trump is to blame. With h~~r~'j~ go 

until the government shuts down, surprisingly little is happening in 

Washington. Negotiations are at a standstill and neither party seems to be 

facing the potential crisis with any sense of urgency. Instead, Republicans 

and Democrats are testing out messaging blaming the other party for the 

disaster to come. 

There is, with any shutdown, more than enough blame to go around. But 

this mess is particularly one of Donald Trump's making. The stage was set 

when Trump unnecessarily announced that he was ending the DACA 

program that protected undocumented immigrants who were brought to the 

United States at a young age. While various proposals have been floated 

to protect these young immigrants-a move that, at least publicly, has 

broad bipartisan support-Trump has sided with Republican hardliners, 

demanding that funding for a border wall be included in any package that 

codifies DACA and keeps the government open. On Thursday he even 

negotiated directly with the House's Freedom Caucus on a continuing 

resolution. 

The odd thing about all of this is that last week Trump got what he had 

professed to want-a deal that would protect DACA and include wall 

funding. For Republicans, it was a big win. Despite having little leverage, 

they were able to extract a number of concessions, including over $1 billion 

https:/ /newrepublic.com/n\inutes/144655/urkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ l/22/20 18 II :40:30 AM] 
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in funding for the wall. This is exactly the kind of face-saving compromise 

that is supposed to win out in these situations. 

But Trump tore that deal up for not having enough wall funding. He has 

now created a situation in which he will shut down the government over the 

issue-putting hundreds of thousands temporarily out of work and leaving 

hundreds of thousands of immigrants in the lurch. Republicans. who 

control both chambers of Congress, deserve a great deal of blame for their 

lack of internal discipline and their refusal to compromise with Democrats. 

But they're in this situation because of President Trump's impulsive, self

defeating acts. 

Sarah Jones 

Donald Trump has a crippling fear of sharks. Thanks to Stormy Daniels. 

whose real name is Stephanie Clifford. we at last know the president's 

kryptonite: sharks. Trump hates sharks, according to a 2011 In Touch 

interview with Daniels. The Guardian has the summary: 

According to Clifford, Trump invited her to his hotel room at a 

celebrity golf tournament in Nevada in 2006. When she arrived 

there. she said, he was wearing "pajama pants'' and watching the 

https://ne\VTCpublic.com/minutes/) 44655/arkema·crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1/22/2018 II :40:30 AM] 
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Discovery Channel's yearly Shark Week on television. 

"The strangest thing about that night- this was the best thing ever,'' 

Clifford said, describing the businessman's fasciation with a special 

about a shipwreck. "It was like the worst shark attack in history. He 

is obsessed with sharks. Terrified of sharks. 

"He was like, "I donate to all these charities and I would never 

donate to any charity that helps sharks. I hope all the sharks die.' 

He was like riveted. He was like obsessed. It's so strange, I know." 

In fact, before he decided to run for president, he almost played the 

president in Syfy's Sharknado 3: Oh Hell No! Perhaps instead of pretend

killing a shark, Trump, a climate change denier, became president so he 

could actually kill sharks by allowing the oceans to boil. But the sharks 

aren't going anywhere, as Trump himself once admitted: 

Sorry folks, I'm just not a fan of sharks- and don't worry, they will be 

around long after we are gone. 

-Donald J. Trump (@reaiDonaldTrump) July 4, 2013 

Sharks are magnificent beasts that frankly deserve more than one week a 

year dedicated to them. That Trump fears them so much should only 

increase their reputation. At the very least, this has the makings of a solid 

premise for a new Sharknado movie where the sharks save America. 

https://newrepublic.comlminutcs/14465 5/arkema-crisis-un folding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 112212018 11 :40:30 AM] 
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--------January 18, 2018 --------

Graham Vyse 

', ,'>" ! 

Barack Obama has a Donald Trump dilemma. The former president 

generally laid low during Donald Trump's first year in the White House. He 

issued statements on policy issues, campaigned for Governor Ralph 

Northam in Virginia, and recorded a robocall for Senator Doug Jones in 

Alabama. Mostly, though, Obama counseled Democrats behind the 

scenes. 

"But with the midterms approaching," Politico reported on Thursday, 

"people close to him say he'll shift into higher gear: campaigning, focusing 

his endorsements on down-ballot candidates, and headlining fund raisers. 

He'll activate his 15,000-member campaign alumni association for causes 

and candidates he supports- including the 40 who are running for office 

themselves. He's already strategizing behind the scenes with Democratic 

National Committee chair Tom Perez and Eric Holder, who's chairing his 

redistricting effort." 

"Throughout," Politico added, "Obama is determined not to become the foil 

https://ne\-wepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema~crisis~unfolding-epaMchernical-plant~safety-rule-hold[ 1/22/2018 II :40:30 AM] 
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that he can see President Donald Trump clearly wants, and resist being the 

face of the Resistance for his own party." The former president is expected 

to wait until this fall to resume campaigning, and continue to avoid 

speaking his successor's name in public, "barring a major national crisis 

that he'd set as his standard for going directly Trump, aware that he can 

only cross that barrier once for it to have real meaning." Obama feels 

"vindicated" that his absence last year allowed a new generation of 

Democrats to raise their profile. 

You can understand his dilemma: Obama remains the most unifying figure 

in a Democratic Party still somewhat divided by Hillary Clinton's 

presidential primary fight with Bernie Sanders. No Democrat, with the 

possible exception of former First Lady Michelle Obama, more effectively 

criticized Trump in 2016, which is why I initially thought he should shun the 

political norm that former presidents don't criticize their successors directly. 

But one of the benefits of the Democratic Party lacking a clear leader is 

Trump doesn't have a clear foil. He launches an attack on New York 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand one day and Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth 

Warren the next. He's still tweeting about "Crooked Hillary." Perhaps, then, 

Obama is justified in treading carefully. He's valuable to rally Democrats in 

this crucial year, but right to let the party look to the future. 

Sarah Jones 

https:/lnewrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[l/22120 18 II :40:30 AM] 
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If CHIP loses funding, the Republican Party is to blame, A government 

shutdown looms, and the GOP's solution has been to ask Democrats to 

choose between equally inhumane proposals, At Vox, Dylan Scott 

explains: 

So Republicans, after months of criticism and a stalemate over how 

to pay for CHIP, have decided to turn the tables: They attached a 

six-year CHIP extension to their short-term spending bill in an 

attempt to deter Democrats from shutting down the federal 

government this week over the Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals program, which the two parties still haven't agree on how to 

fix, 

If Democrats reject this-and so far the party seems united in its 

determination to do just that-the government shuts down. Keep in mind 

that the Children's Health Insurance Program, which provides health 

coverage to some 10 million kids, is nearly universally popular, and that 

extending it costs the government little; extending now, in fact, would 

actually save the government money. So the usual fiscal excuses don't 

apply. 

The GOP's willingness to hold CHIP hostage is instructive: It opposes 

welfare for reasons that have nothing to do with the deficit. It's easy to hold 

https:/ /newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1/22/2018 It :40:30 AM] 
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something hostage when you know it matters more to everyone else than it 

does to you. 

Alex Shephard 

https:/lne"'Tepublic.comlminutes/l44655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant·safety-rule-hold[1 122120 18 11 :40:30 AM] 
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Donald Trump will never give up on The Wall. On Wednesday, Chief of 

Staff John Kelly sat down with Fox News's Brei Baier and made the case 

that he was the adult in the room. The gist was that the president may be 

uninformed and immature, but Kelly was informed and mature. To illustrate 

this fact, Kelly used his conversations with Congress about Trump's central 

campaign promise: The Wall. 

As we talked about things-where this president is and how much 

he wants to deal with this DACA issue and take it away-1 told them 

that. you know, there's been an evolutionary process that this 

president has gone through as a campaign. And I pointed out to all 

of the members that were in the room that they all say things during 

the course of campaigns that may or may not be fully informed. But 

this president. if you've seen what he's done. he has changed the 

way that he's looked at a number of things .... So he has evolved in 

the way he's looked at things. Campaign to governing are two 

different things, and this president is very, very flexible in terms of 

what is within the realm of the possible. 

Trump responded by implicitly blasting his chief of staff for suggesting that 

he has "evolved" on the issue. 

The Wall is the Wall, it has never changed or evolved from the first 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema~crisis~unfolding-epa·chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1/22/20 l 8 11 :40:30 AM] 
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day I conceived of it. Parts will be, of necessity, see through and it 

was never intended to be built in areas where there is natural 

protection such as mountains, wastelands or tough rivers or 

water ... 

-Donald J. Trump (@reaiDonaldTrump) January 18, 2018 

.... The Wall will be paid for, directly or indirectly, or through longer 

term reimbursement, by Mexico, which has a ridiculous $71 billion 

dollar trade surplus with the U.S. The $20 billion dollar Wall is 

"peanuts" compared to what Mexico makes from the U.S. NAFTA is 

a bad joke! 

-Donald J. Trump {@reaiDonaldTrump) January 18, 2018 

The Wall was a quintessential campaign promise in that it was largely 

symbolic. Insisting that the United States (or, sometimes, Mexico) build a 

costly and expensive border wall was a supposed "common sense" 

proposal-never mind that it's ineffective--meant to illustrate the difference 

between Trump and the bureaucrats dictating immigration policy. But 

Trump has never grasped the subtlety of his own messaging and has 

continued to insist on a literal wall. 

The irony of these tweets is that it's clear that Trump still isn't "fully 

informed" about his signature promise or who will pay for it There has 

been an expectation that, at some point, the president would have to 

recognize its infeasibility. But it looks like that won't happen anytime soon. 

https:/ /newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant·safety-rule-hold[ I /22/2018 11 :40:30 AM) 
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Emily Atkin 

Why is Trump censoring some agencies' climate science, but not 

https:l/newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1/22/2018 11 :40:30 AM] 
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others'? NASA and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

are holding an annual joint press conference on Thursday to announce 

global temperature data for the year 2017. Every year, the conclusion is 

pretty much the same: The planet is too hot, it's getting hotter, and humans 

are to blame. This year's announcement is no different. According to 

NASA, 2017 was the second-hottest year on record; according to NOAA, 

it's the third hottest. (Both agencies say that the five warmest years on 

record have all occurred since 2010.) 

While this annual announcement is predictable, this year was the first time 

the government's temperature data was released under President Donald 

Trump. Some wondered whether Trump, a climate-science denier, would 

attempt to censor or alter this data. Would he order scientists to soften 

information that might undermine his policy agenda, like President George 

W. Bush did? Would he prevent government scientists who compiled the 

data from speaking with certain media outlets, which Bush also did? 

In short: No. Thursday's announcement went off without controversy. The 

data was released. The scientists were made available for questions. I 

asked whether Trump's people were involved in the data's analysis or 

release. "We've done this exactly the way we've always done," NASA 

climatologist Gavin Schmidt said. "We've had no imput from any political 

appointees." 

On the one hand, this is good news-just as it was when Trump didn't 

censor a major federal report in November that detailed humans' 

responsibility for global warming. Political officials from the Trump 

administration may still be interfering with science at regulatory agencies at 

regulatory agencies like the Environmental Protection Agency and the 

Department of Interior, but at least they've left non-regulatory science 

agencies like NASA and NOAA alone. 

And yet, one can't help but wonder why Trump is leaving NASA and NOAA 

alone. The Bush administration interfered with regulatory and non

regulatory science agencies alike because it wanted the public to think that 

its environmental and public health policies were based on solid evidence. 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold[ 1122/2018 II :40:30 AM] 
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They feared what would happen if NASA or NOAA contradicted them on 

climate science. They considered science a powerful tool in shaping public 

opinion. 

But when it comes to climate and the environment, Trump officials are only 

interfering with agencies like EPA and Interior, where sound science is 

often a legal requirement for regulatory decisions. In other words, the 

Trump administration recognizes that science is powerful in a legal sense, 

but seems less interested in using science to shape public opinion. 

At any time you like, you can visit a website controlled by Donald Trump 

and learn not only that the planet is rapidly warming, but that there's a 

scientific consensus that humans are the primary cause. You can watch 

stunning videos of ice melt in Greenland and Antarctica. From 1880 to the 

present day, you can watch the earth turn from a blue marble to an orange 

sphere freckled with red. 

And yet, 32 percent of Americans still don't believe global warming is 

caused by human activity; 38 percent don't believe that changes are 

happening now; and climate change remains at the near-bottom of the 

public's priority list. If the scientists who put a man on the moon and orbited 

a satellite around Saturn can't change that, it's hard to see what could. 

--------January 17, 2018 --------

Sarah Jones 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema~crisis~unfolding~epa~cbemicaJ-plant~safety~rule-hold[l/22/20 18 11 :40:30 AM] 
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Trump's war against workers continues. According to the Economic Policy 

Institute, the Department of Labor has proposed a rule that would allow 

employers to take employee tips, and does not require them to redistribute 

the funds. The biggest losers, EPI calculates, would be women: 

In other words. nearly 80 percent of the tips that would be taken by 

employers as a result of this rule would come out of the pockets of 

women and their families. (The specific share, calculated from 

unrounded numbers, is 78.7 percent.) Because women are both 

more likely to be tipped workers and to earn lower wages, this rule 

would disproportionately harm them. 

No word yet on how lvanka Trump, who has presented herself as a 

prominent defender of working women, has taken this news. But the 

Department of Labor's latest bit of rule-making isn't an isolated incident. 

The administration wants to adjust the salary threshold for an Obama-era 

overtime rule; if it succeeds in raising the threshold, lower-wage workers 

will find themselves in possession of shrinking bank accounts. Trump also 

used his executive authority to roll back a number of regulations that would 

have protected worker safety. As his son Eric reminded us Wednesday 

morning, green is the only color Trump sees. 

https://newrepublic,com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-sa fety-rule-hold[ 1/22/2018 II :40:30 AM] 
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Alex Shephard 

https://ne\vrepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-ru le-hold[ 1/22/20 J 8 1 J :40:30 AM] 
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Republicans are this close to shooting themselves in the foot. Congress 

has until Friday to reach a budget deal that would keep the government 

open. But with the clock ticking, a deal does not seem close. President 

Trump's "shithole" comments have set negotiations back in the Senate on 

provisions related to DACA. In the House, meanwhile, Republicans are 

effectively negotiating with themselves. But in both chambers, the same 

fundamental dynamic is playing out. Republicans control the government, 

but hardline factions within the party, which are decrying any immigration 

compromise included in the spending bill as "amnesty," are effectively 

holding the negotiations hostage. 

In the Senate, these tensions boiled over on Tuesday in a hearing with 

Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen. While Democrats grilled 

Nielsen about what was said in the "shithole" meeting, Republican Lindsey 

Graham, who had reached an immigration deal with Democrat Dick Durbin 

last week, said that the shutdown negotiations had turned into a 

"shitstorm." His colleague Tom Cotton, meanwhile, criticized the Durbin

Graham compromise as "mass amnesty." 

In the House, things are even worse. Unlike the Senate, there are enough 

Republicans in the House to pass a bill without Democratic votes. But the 

ultra-conservative House Freedom Caucus has once again emerged as a 

roadblock. On Tuesday evening, conservatives in the House revolted 

https://ne\.\Tepublic.com/minutes/144655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant-safety-rule-hold( 1/22/2018 II :40:30 AM] 
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Facebook 

against a compromise bill pushed by Paul Ryan that would extend 

government funding for another month and include funding for the 

Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) for six years-a compromise 

that could win support from Democrats in both chambers and avert a 

shutdown. 

Conservatives are pushing a deal that would fund the government for a 

month and the Pentagon for a year-a deal that would make hardliners 

less willing to budge if the government were to shut down in a month over 

DACA. But Senate Democrats, who are increasingly pushing for a fix for 

DACA now, have no reason to take that deal. 

All of these factors-Trump's "shithole" comments, Democratic anxiety 

over DACA, the revolt of Republican hardliners-have made a government 

shutdown more likely than it was a week ago, when a compromise seemed 

near. With two days to go until the deadline, there's little bringing the 

factions within the Republican Party together. 

Twitter lnstagram i Linkedln 

Copyright 201 B © New Republic. All rights reserved. 

https:/ /newrepublic.com/minutes/ I 44655/arkema-crisis-unfolding-epa-chemical-plant·safety-rule-hold[l/22/20 18 11 :40:30 AM] 
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Burning Houston Chemical Plant Highlights Trump~ Pruitt Refusal To Improve Chemical Safety I HuffPost 

David Halperin, ContributorAttorney. advocate, writer at RepublicReport.org 

Burning Houston Chemical Plant 
Highlights Trump-Pruitt Refusal To 
Improve Chemical Safety 
08/31/201712·28 pm ET I Updated Sep 01,2017 

-

This morning a flooded chemical plant in Crosby, Texas, 20 miles from Houston, continues to 

burn, after explosions there overnight sent plumes of smoke into the air. The plant, which has 

lost electric power, is owned by France's Arkema Group, one of the world's biggest chemical 

companies. An Arkema spokeswoman told the Associated Press that the fire "will be 

explosive and intense in nature." Richard Rennard, an Arkema executive, told reporters near 

the site this morning that smoke from the fire could cause irritation to skin, lungs, and eyes 

and that anyone exposed should "call their doctor or seek medical advice." Brock Long, the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency head, said that the "the plume is incredibly 

https://\mw.huffingtonpostcom/entrylbuming~houston·chemical~plant~highlight.Hrump-pruitt~us_59a838fde4b096fd8876cl1 f[l/24/201 8 II :05:49 AM] 
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dangerous." Residents around the area already had been evacuated because of the potential 

plant danger. 

The Harris County Sheriffs office tweeted that one if its deputies was "taken to hospital after 

inhaling fumes from Archem plant in Crosby." The sheriff later said that deputy and 14 other 

first responders were treated and released. 

The plant manufactures organic peroxides - compounds used to make countertops, paints, 

construction materials, and other products. 

There is powerful scientific evidence that climate change is making rainstorms more powerful 

and destructive. So many are pointing out that actions by President Trump and APA 

administrator Scott Pruitt to cancel U.S. initiatives to combat climate change- withdrawing 

from the Paris accord and dumping a range of Obama-era environmental regulations - look 

particularly foolish in the wake of the terrible destruction caused by Harvey. 

But the Arkema fires highlights one more area where Trump-Pruitt environmental decisions 

endanger the American people - and could increase the suffering and destruction in the 

wake of natural disasters like Harvey. Because in June, Pruitt's EPA announced it was 

delaying for 20 months an Obama rule aimed at improving safety at U.S. chemical plants, 

while it revisits the wisdom of the rule. 

In April! testified at an EPA hearing on the delay of the chemical safety rule, presenting a joint 

statement from me and from Major General Randy Manner, US Army (Ret), a former acting 

director of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, and Lieutenant General Russel L. Honore, 

US Army (Ret), the former commander of Joint Task Force Katrina, who is now in Houston 

talking about the relief effort. 

General Honore, General Manner, and I told the EPA that for decades, our country has failed 

to squarely address the dangers of hazardous chemical facilities -from oil refineries to water 

treatment plants. We noted that a chemical explosion or release could be triggered by an 

accident, a deliberate attack, or a natural disaster- and that such an incident could kill 

thousands of people. Millions of our citizens live and work near these dangerous facilities. 

The Obama EPA rule, issued on January 13, was the product of extensive deliberation

three years of discussions with chemical companies, plant workers, affected communities, 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/buming-houston~chemical~plant~highlights-trump~pruitt_ us_ 59a838fde4b096fd8876c II fll/24/20 18 II :05:49 AM) 
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first responders and others. The rule strengthens the federal Risk Management Program 

(RMP), which addresses some 12,500 facilities that use or store large quantities of highly 

toxic or highly flammable chemicals. 

The AP reports this morning that the EPA had required the Arkema plant now burning to 

develop and submit a plan under the RMP program, "because it has large amounts of sulfur 

dioxide, a toxic chemical, and methyl propene, a flammable gas." RMP plans must explain the 

risks of a potential release, including worst-case scenarios, and outline how the company 

would respond. The AP report says, "In its most recently available submission from 2014, 

Arkema said potentially 1.1 million residents could be impacted over a distance of 23 miles 

(37 kilometers) in a worse case, according to information compiled by a nonprofit group and 

posted on a website hosted by the Houston Chronicle. But, Arkema added, it was using 

'multiple layers of preventative and mitigation measures' at the plant, including steps to 

reduce the amount of substances released, and that made the worst case 'very unlikely.'" 

(Note: Here is that website.) 

The AP further reported, "Daryl Roberts, the company's vice president of manufacturing, 

technology and regulatory services in the Americas, did not dispute that worst-case scenario 

but said that assumed all the controls in place failed and strong winds blew directly toward 

Houston, the nation's fourth-largest city. 'We have not modeled this exact scenario but we are 

very comfortable with this 1.5-mile radius,' Roberts told the AP. He added that it mostly 

resembled less serious scenarios that would affect a half-mile radius and a few dozen 

people." 

Even that version of the risks doesn't sound comforting, on top of all the dangers and 

hardships the people of the Gulf region face right now. 

The Arkema plant is no outlier. Across our country, hazardous chemical facilities are, in effect, 

as Senator Barack Obama said in 2006, "stationary weapons of mass destruction" - capable, 

if triggered, of causing the same kinds of harm as chemical weapons. 

We know the risk because there have been major incidents, like the 2013 West, Texas, 

ammonium nitrate explosion. That tragedy, which some federal investigators concluded was 

sabotage, killed 15 Americans and injured 160 more. It highlighted the failure by many in the 

chemical industry to minimize and safely secure toxic materials, and our government's failure 

to create comprehensive and fair rules to protect against such incidents. 

https:/ /mvw .huffingtonpost.com/entry !bum in g~houston~chemical-plant-highl ights-trump-pruitt _us_ 59a83 8 fde4 b096fd8 8 7 6c II f( 1/24!20 18 II :05: 4 9 AM} 
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West, Texas, was not the only warning. From 2004 to 2013 there were some 1,500 chemical 

releases or explosions, causing 17,000 injuries and 58 deaths. There have been hundreds 

more incidents since then, with more casualties. 

We know the dangers, also, from the 1984 pesticide plant disaster at Bhopal, India, which 

caused 20,000 deaths. The Bhopal plant was owned by a U.S. company, Union Carbide. If 

that plant had been located in the U.S. and 20,000 people had died here, we would have fixed 

this problem long ago. 

Terrorists could trigger a chemical plant attack in our country, with consequences like Bhopal, 

or worse. 9-11 hijacker Mohammed Alta, before he flew a jet into the World Trade Center, 

reportedly had been scouting U.S. chemical plant sites. 

In 2003, the government's National Infrastructure Protection Center warned that U.S. 

chemical plants could be terrorist targets. Security experts have warned of the relative ease 

with which determined attackers could thwart plant security. The potential for cyber attacks 

makes the challenge even more serious. 

The EPA has identified 466 chemical facilities that each put 100,000 or more people at risk of 

a poison gas disaster. In 2004, the Homeland Security Council projected that a major attack 

would kill 17,500 people and injure tens of thousands. 

This is an urgent national security or homeland security issue. Yet the Trump Administration 

has simply yielded to the demands of Koch Industries and others in the chemical industry 

lobby, blocking an urgent, common sense rule to placate wealthy patrons, just as Pruitt has 

dumped rules to curb global warming and toxic pollution at the behest of the fossil fuel 

industry and other polluters. 

Chemical industry lobbying already kept important protections out of the Obama rule. In 

particular, community, labor, and environmental groups had strongly urged that plants be 

required to move to safer technologies where feasible, as some responsible companies, such 

as Clorox, already have done voluntarily. 

But the Obama rule did provide some common sense safety reforms. One can't say now, 

without more information, that these reforms, once implemented, would have prevented 

today's Arkema explosion. But the rule blocked by Pruitt would require plants like Arkema's to 

https://Vrv.w.huffingtonpost.com/entry/buming-houston-chemical-p!ant-highlights-trump-pruitt_us_ 59a838fde4b096fd8876c II fi 112412018 II :05:49 AM} 
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engage in more coordination with local first responders to plan for incidents and make it 

easier for community members to learn about plant dangers. The rule also would require such 

plants to evaluate whether they need greater safety improvements and emergency 

preparedness, such as storing fewer chemicals, improving storage safety, and strengthening 

backup power so electricity would be maintained in a storm. And the rule would have 

required, for three industries with the most serious accident records - refineries, paper mills, 

and chemical manufacturers - to analyze whether it was feasible to move to safer 

technologies and materials. 

Today's chemical plant explosion highlights the dangers of our chemical plants in the wake of 

a natural disaster and the urgent need to do more to make our plants safer. Instead, Donald 

Trump and Scott Pruitt have heightened those dangers. 

This article also appears on HuffPost. 

https://\nvw.hu ffingtonpost.com/entrylbuming~houston-chemical-plant-high!ights-trump~pruitt _us_ 59a838fde4b096fd8876c II fll/24/20 18 11:05:49 AM] 
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E.P.A. Chief, Rejecting Agency's Science. Chooses Not to Dan Insecticide~ The New York Times 

D 

POLITICS 

E.P .A. Chief, Rejecting Agency's Science, 
Chooses Not to Ban Insecticide 
By ERIC LIPTON MARCH 29, 2017 

https://w\WY.nytimes.com/2017/03/29/us/potitics/epa·insecticide-ch!orpyrifos.html[l/2212018 9:18:48 AM] 
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WASHINGTON - Scott Pruitt, the head of the Environmental Protection 
Agrncy, moved late on Wednesday to reject the scientific conclusion of tht: 

agency's own chemical safety experts who under the Obama administration 

recommended that one of the nation's most widely used insecticides be 

permanently banned at farms nationwide because of the harm it potentially 

causes children and farm workers. 

The ruling by Mr. Pruitt, in one of his first formal actions as the nation's top 

environmental official, rejected a petition filed a decade ago by two 

environmental groups that had asked that the agency ban all uses of 

chlorpyrifos. The chemical was banned in 2000 for use in most household 

~.but still today is used at about 40,000 farms on about 50 different 
types of crops, ranging from almonds to apples. 

Late last year, and at Columbia 

University, E.P.A. scientists concluded that exposure to the chemical that 
has been in use since 1965 was potentially causing significant health 
consequences. They included learning and memory declines, particularly 

among farm workers and young children who may be exposed through 

drinking water and other sources. 

But Dow Chemical, which sells the product under the trade name ~. 

along with farm groups that use it, had argued that the science 

demonstrating that chlorpyrifos caused such harm is inconclusive 

especially when properly used to kill crop-spoiling insects. 

An E.P.A. scientific review panel made up of academic experts last~ also 
had raised questions about some of the conclusions the chemical safety staff 

had reached. That led the staff to revise the way it had justified its findings 

of harm, altlwugh the agency employees as of late last year still concluded 

that the chemical should be banned. 

Mr. Pruitt, in an announcement issued Wednesday night, said the agency 

needed to study the science more. 

"We need to provide regulatory certainty to the thousands of American 

farms that rely on chlorpyrifos, while still protecting human health and the 

environment," Mr. Pruitt said in his statement. "By reversing the previous 
administration's steps to ban one of the most widely used pesticides in the 

world, we are returning to using sound science in decision-making- rather 

https:llwww.nytimes.com/20 17/03/2 9/us/po1itics/epa-insecticide-chlorpyrifos. html[ 1/22/20 18 9: 18:48 AM] 
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than predetermined results." 

The United States Department of Agriculture, which works close with the 
nation's farmers, supported Mr. Pruitt's action. 

"It means that this important pest management tool will remain available to 
growers, helping to ensure an abundant and affordable food supply for this 
nation," Sheryl Kunickis, director of the U.S.D.A. Office of Pest Management 
Policy, said in a statement Wednesday. 

Dow Agrosciences, the division that sells the product, also praised the 
ruling, calling it in a statement "the right decision for farmers who, in about 
100 countries, rely on the effectiveness of chlorpyrifos to protect more than 
50 crops." 

But Jim Jones, who ran the chemical safety unit at the E.P.A. for five years, 
and spent more than 20 years working there until he left the agency in 
,January when President Trump took office, said he was disappointed by Mr. 
Pruitt's action. 

"They are ignoring the science that is pretty solid," Mr. Jones said, adding 
that he believed the ruling would put farm workers and exposed children at 
unnecessary risk. 

The ruling is, in some ways, more consequential than the higher profile 
l~MLUUI!lJlD.lL!'uelid<t}:_to order the start of rolling back Obama 
administration rules related to coal-burning power plants and climate 
change. 

In rejecting the pesticide ban, Mr. Pruitt took what is known as a "final 
agency action" on the question of the safety and use of chlorpyrifos, 
suggesting that the matter would not likely be revisited until 2022, the next 
time the E.P.A. is formally required to re-evaluate the safety of the pesticide. 

Mr. Pruitt's move was immediately condemned by environmental groups, 

which said it showed that the Trump administration cared more about 

catering to the demands of major corporate players, like Dow Chemical, 

than the health and safety of families nationwide. 

"We have a law that requires the E.P.A. to ban pesticides that it cannot 

https:/ /www.nytimes.com/20 17/03/29/us/po1itics/epa-insecticide-ch1orpyrifos.htm1[ 1/22/2018 9: 18:48 AM] 
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determine are safe, and the E.P.A. has repeatedly said this pesticide is not 

safe," said Patti Goldman, managing attorney at Earth justice, a San 

Francisco-based environmental group that serves as the legal team for the 

Natural Resources Defense Council and the Pesticide Action Network of 

North America, which filed the petition in 2007 to ban the product. 

The agency had been under court order to issue a ruling on the petition by 

Friday. The environmental groups intend to return to the Ninth Circuit 

Court of Appeals in San Francisco to ask judges to order the agency to "take 

action to protect children from this pesticide" Ms. Goldman said on 

Wednesday. 

Correction: March 29, 2017 

An earlier· version of this article misstated part of the name of an 

environmental advocacy group. It is the Natural Resources Defense 

Council, not the National Resources Defense Council. 
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EPA delayed chemical safety rule afier mdustry oomplamts 

Richard Rennard, president of the acrylic monomers division at Arkema, talks to the media about the explosion of organic 
peroxide inside the plant Thursday, Aug. 31, 2017, in Crosby, Texas. Explosions and fires rocked a flood-crippled 
chemical plant near Houston early Thursday, sending up a plume of acrid, eye-irritating smoke and adding a new hazard to 
Hurricane Harvey's aftermath. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/Houston Chronicle via AP) 

https:!Avww.apnews.com/a388836864624989b804d04160b6486e!EPA·delayed-chemical-safety-rule-after-industry-complaints[l 124120! B I I :02:49 AMJ 
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EPA delayed chemical safety rule after industry complaints 

Mike Cossey, of Bureau Veritas, uses an air monitor to check the quality of air at a police roadblock marking the 1 .5~mile 
perimeter of the evacuation area around the Arkema Inc. chemical plant Thursday, Aug. 31, 2017, in Crosby, Texas. The 
Houston~area chemical plant that lost power after Harvey engulfed the area in extensive floods was rocked by multiple 
explosions early Thursday, the plant's operator said, The Arkema Inc, plant had been left without refrigeration for 
chemicals that become volatile as the temperature rises. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull) 

https:l/www.apnews com/a388836864624989b804d04160b6486e/EPA·ddayed-chemical·safety-rule·after-industry-comp!aints[ 1/24/2018 ]]·02·49 AM} 
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EPA delayed chemical safety rule after industry complaints 

https:/ /www .apnews.com/a3 8 8 8 3 68646249 89b804d04!60b6486e 
Link copied! 
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https://v.ww.apnews.com/a388836864624989b804d04 l 60b6486e/EPA~dclayed-chemical-safety-rule-after-industry-complaintsf1/24/20 18 11 :02:49 AM] 
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EPA delayed chem1cal safety rule after industry complaints 

A man talks with officers at a roadblock less than three miles from the Arkema Inc. chemical plant Thursday, Aug. 31, 
2017, in Crosby, Texas. The Houston-area chemical plant that lost power after Harvey engulfed the area in extensive 
floods was rocked by multiple explosions early Thursday, the plant's operator said. The Arkema Inc. plant had been left 
without refrigeration for chemicals that become volatile as the temperature rises. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull) 

!. 
2. 
3. 

By MATTHEW DALY 

Aug. 31,2017 

https·//...,ww apnews.comla388836864624989b804d04160b6486e/EP A-delayed-chemica\-safety-rute-after-industry-complaints{ J/2412018 11 ·02·49 AM} 
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EPA delayed chemical safety rule after industry complaints 

By MATIHEW DALY 

Aug.J1,2017 

https:/ /www .apnews.com/a3 8883 6864624989b804d04160b6486e 
Link copied! 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The Trump administration delayed an Obama-era rule that would have tightened safety 
requirements for companies that store large quantities of dangerous chemicals such as the chemical plant near Houston that 
exploded early Thursday. 

The Environmental Protection Agency rule would have required chemical plants, including the now-destroyed Arkema 
Inc., plant outside Houston, to make public the types and quantities of chemicals stored on site. The rule was developed 
after a fertilizer plant in West, Texas, exploded in 2013, killing 15 people. 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt prevented the safety rule from taking effect until2019 to allow the agency time to 
reconsider industry objections. Chemical companies, including Arkema, said the rule could make it easier for terrorists and 
other criminals to target refineries, chemical plants and other facilities. 

Environmental groups and ll states are fighting the delay in court. 

Arkema has not released a full list of chemicals stored at the plant, although officials said the substances that caught fire 
were organic peroxides, a family of volatile compounds used for making a variety of products, including pharmaceuticals 
and construction materials. 

Mathy Stanislaus, a former EPA assistant administrator who helped draft the rule for the Obama administration, said it 
probably would not have prevented the explosion but could have greatly reduced the risk to first responders. The Harris 
County sheriff says 15 deputies sought medical attention for eye irritation after the fire, although most were quickly treated 
and released. 

'There was a gap in specific knowledge. People need to know what chemicals (are being stored) and what kind of 
precautions are in place," Stanislaus said in an interview Thursday. 

Stanislaus, who led the EPA's Office of Land and Emergency Management during the Obama administration, disputed 
critics who said the rule would have made it easier for terrorists to gain infonnation about hazardous chemicals. 

The rule "struck a balance" between the public's right to know important safety information and national security concerns, 
he said. 

An EPA spokeswoman said the agency's Risk Management Program rule continues to be in effect and requires facilities 

ht!ps"//wv.cw.apnews.com/a3888J6864624989b804d04160b6486eiEPA·delayed-chemical·safety·rule-a.fl;er-industry·complaints[ 1/2412018 11:02:49 AMJ 
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EPA delayed chemical safety rule afier industry complaints 

that use extremely hazardous substances to develop plans that identify potential effects of a chemical accident, steps to 
prevent an accident and emergency response procedures. 

"The agency's recent action to delay the effectiveness of the 2017 amendments had no effect on the major safety 
requirements that applied to the Arkema Crosby plant at the time of the fire," spokeswoman Amy Graham said. 

EPA is providing assistance and resources to the first responders in Harris County and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Pruitt said in a statement. Data received from an aircraft that surveyed the scene early Thursday 
"indicates that there are no concentrations of concern for toxic materials reported at this time," he said. 

The EPA issued a final rule in January, seven days before President Barack Obama left office. The EPA said at the time 
that the rule would help prevent accidents and improve emergency preparedness by allowing first responders better data on 
chemical storage. 

A coalition of business groups opposed the rule, saying it would impose significant new costs without specific safety 
benefits. The rule "may actually compromise the security of our facilities, emergency responders and our communities,'' 
groups including the American Chemistry Council, the American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers and American 
Petroleum Institute said. 

Arkema also lobbied against the rule, telling the EPA in a May 2016 letter that the proposal "will likely add significant new 
costs and burdens 11 and "could create a risk to our sites and to the communities surrounding them." 

Stanislaus called the rule "a modest first step" to address safety for first responders and localities. The rule came after a 
three-year process that included eight public hearings and more than 44,000 public comments, he said. 

Follow Matthew Daly: http'l/twjtter com/MatthewDai;WDC 

https'/ /\VW\V.apnews.com/aJ 8883 6864624989b804d04 160b6486e/EP A -delayed-chemica!·sa fety·rule·afier·industry·complaints[ 1124/20 I 8 ! I ·02:49 AMJ 
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E.P.A. Delays Bans on Uses of Hazardous Chemicals~ The New YorkTimt!s 

HEALTH 

E.P.A. Delays Bans on Uses of 
Hazardous Chemicals 
By SHEILA KAPlAN DEC.19, 2.017 

."t•nator Frank J,auLenber~. l)cmncra1 of :\cw .Jerse~'· on Capito! I !ill in 2012, a year hef(m.' his cl(>ath. fie urged the stricter 

n•gulation of toxic ehemir<~ls., 

https://www.nytimes.oom/2017/12/19/health/epa·toxicwchemicals.html?_r=O[I/22/20 I 8 12:21 :04 PM] 

D 
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E.P.A. Delays Bans on Uses of Hazardous Chemicals~ The New York Times 

The Environmental Protection Agency will indefinitely postpone bans on 

certain uses of three toxic chemicals found in consumer products, according 

to an update of the Trump administration's regulatory plans. 

Critics said the reversal demonstrated the agency's increasing reluctance to 

use enforcement powers granted to it last year by Congress under the Toxic 

Substances Control Act. 

E.P.A. Administrator Scott Pruitt is "blatantly ignoring Congress's clear 

directive to the agency to better protect the health and safety of millions of 

Americans by more effectively regulating some of the most dangerous 

chemicals known to man," said Senator Tom Carper, Democrat of Delaware 

and the ranking minority member on the Senate Environment and Public 

Works committee. 

The E.P.A. declined to comment. In a news release earlier this month, the 

agency wrote that its "commonsense, balanced approach carefully protects 

both public health and the environment while curbing unnecessary 

regulato1y burdens that stifle economic growth for communities across the 

country." 

Agency officials dropped prohibitions against certain uses of two chemicals 

from the administration's Unified Agenda of Regulatory and Deregulatory 
Actions, which details short- and long-term plans of the federal agencies. 

The third ban was dropped in the spring edition of that report. 

The proposed bans targeted methylene chloride and N-methylpyrrolidone 

(NMP), ingredients in paint strippers, and trichloroethylene (TCE), used as 

a spot cleaner in dry-cleaning and as a degreasing agent. 

Under an overhaul of the Toxic Substances Control Act last year, the E.P.A. 

initially is reviewing the risks of ten chemicals, including other uses of these 

three. The updated law is known as the Frank R. Lauten berg Chemical 

Safety for the 21st Century Act, named after the late New Jersey senator who 

had long championed an overhaul of the loophole-ridden toxic substances 

law. 

The revised law had strong bipartisan support. The Senate passed the 

measure on a voice vote; the House approved it 403 to 12. The intention was 

to give the E.P .A. the authority necessary to require new testing and 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/12/19!hea1th/epa-toxic-chemica1s.htm1?_r=O[l/22/20!8 12:21 :04 PM] 
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E.P.A. Delays Bans on Uses of Hazardous Chemicals· The New York Times 

regulation of thousands of chemicals used in everyday products, from 
laundry detergents to hardware supplies. 

In a compromise that disappointed some environmental advocates, the }aw 

required the E.P .A. to examine about 20 chemicals at a time, for no longer 
than seven years per chemical. But the law expressly allowed for faster 
action on high-risk uses of methylene chloride, NMP and TCE. 

Public health experts had been pushing for faster review of methylene 
chloride-based paint strippers after several deaths from inhalation, among 

them a 21-year-old who died recently after stripping a bathtub. 

It has been several years since the E.P.A. first dedared these applications of 
the three chemicals to he dangerous. The agency itself has found TCE 
'·carcinogenic to humans by all routes of exposure" and has reported that it 

https://V.'\VW .nytimes.com/20 1 7/12/ 19/health/epa·toxic-chemicals.htm!? _t=O[ I /22/20 18 12: 21 :04 PM J 
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E.P.A, Delays Bans on Uses of Hazardous Chemicals~ The New York Times 

causes developmental and reproductive damage. 

"Potential health concerns from exposure to trichloroethylene, based on 
limited epidemiological data and evidence from animal studies, include 
decreased fetal growth and birth defects, particularly cardiac birth defects," 
agency officials noted in 2013. 

Methylene chloride is toxic to the brain and liver, and NMP can harm the 
reproductive system. 

Michael Dourson, President Trump's nominee to oversee the E.P.A.'s 
chemical safety branch, in 2010 represented the Halogenated Solvents 
Industry Alliance before the E.P.A., which was considering restrictions on 
TCE. 

Mr. Dourson, who withdrew his name from consideration last week, had 
been working as an E.P.A. adviser while awaiting confirmation. The agency 
did not respond to a query about whether Mr. Dourson had been involved in 
the evaluation ofTCE. 

The E.P .A. now describes the enforcement actions regarding TCE, 
methylene chloride and NMP as "long-term actions" without a set deadline. 

"The delays are ve1y disturbing," said Dr. Richard Denison, lead senior 
scientist of the Environmental Defense Fund. "This latest agenda shows that 
instead of using their expanded authorities under this new law, the E.P.A. is 
shoving health protections from highly toxic chemicals to the very back of 
the back burner." 

Representative Frank Pallone, Democrat of New Jersey and the ranking 
minority member of the House Energy and Commerce committee, agreed, 

saying, "These indefinite delays are unnecessary and dangerous." 

"The harmful impacts of these chemicals are avoidahle, and E.P.A. should 
finalize the proposed rules as soon as possible," he added. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/121 19/healthlepa-toxic-chemicals.html? _r=O[ 1/22120 18 12:21 :04 PM] 
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EPA delays chemical safety rule until 
2019 

1,366 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Will delay implementation of an 

Obama·era chemical safety rule for nearly two years while 1! reassesses the 

necess1ty cf the regulat1on 

The EPA announced on Monday that Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a 

d1rect1ve last Fnday delaying the chemical plant safety standards until at least 

Feb 20,2019 
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The move comes after the EPA ~q the regulation m March amtd 
dtscusslonsovertherule'stmpacton businesses 

A.i\I$~~J>eeking addt!!Cnal t1me to revtew the program, so that we can fully 

evaluate the public comments ratsed by multiple pe!i\IDners and consider 

other tssues that may benefit from additional public mput," Pru1tt satd !rt a 

statement 

Obama regulators m December fmahzed a rule beefing up safety standards at 
chemtcal productton plants, calling for new emergency ro>qUiremenls for 

manufacturers regulated by the EPA 

Off1ctals moved to overhaul chemtcal safety standards after a 2013 exploston at 
a chemical plant 1n Texas ktlled 15 people. Thetr rule would reqUire compan1es 

to better prepare for acctdents and expand the EPA's mvesttgattve and audttmg 
powers 

But chemJcal compantes wrote m a letter to Pruttl shortly after hts February 

confirmation that the rule would raiSe "stgnrllcant secunty concerns and 
compliance issues that will cause trreparable harm" 

The EPA .~~-~~!Jl_u.b]i~-~n:!~~~J in March on a proposal to delay the rule while 
constdenng those objec\lons The agency said 11 recetved 54,117 comments 

before Pruttt formally moved to delay the rule 
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POLITICO 

POLITICO 

A man talks with officers at a roadblock tess than three mites from the Arkema Inc. chemical plant Thursday, 
Aug. 31 in Crosby, Texas. I Gregory Bull/AP 

Houston left with a toxic mess as Trump relaxes rules 
By BEN LEFEBVRE and ALEX GUILLEN I 08/31/2017 08:00PM EDT 

Explosions and fires at a Houston-area chemical plant triggered an evacuation Thursday in a 

region still in chaos from Hurricane Harvey- and generated new criticism of President 

Donald Trump's efforts to repeal the industry's safety rules. 

Thursday morning's blasts at the plant came just a day after a federal court refused to force 

the Environmental Protection Agency to implement an Obama-era chemical safety 
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regulation that the Trump administration has delayed until 2019. The site's owner, Arkema, 

has complained about the burdens of the rule, which the EPA created after a 2015 explosion 
at a Texas fertilizer plant killed 15 people, injured about 200 others and destroyed hundreds 
of homes. 

The rule in question probably wouldn't have prevented Thursday's explosions, but it's aimed 

at reducing the likelihood of future accidents -and ensuring that emergency responders 

and the public know what types of dangerous substances they might be exposed to. 

Firefighters and other emergency crews lack much of that crucial information about the 

plants and factories now awash with floodwater. 

"It's extremely frustrating, it's disheartening, it's unfair to the communities that face these 
risks," Bakeyah Nelson, executive director of Air Alliance Houston, said of the regulatory 

rollbacks the administration is pushing. "Not just in a natural disaster-type situation, but on 

a daily basis." 

Collapsed chemical tank roofs, machinery malfunctions and other accidents in the Houston 

area have sent more than 1,000 tons of dangerous chemicals into the air following days of 

pummeling from Harvey, according to a POLITICO analysis of incident filings with the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. Sometimes, toxic chemicals sit in huge 

storage tanks that border residents' backyards. 

Refiners said they won't know the extent of the damage until the waters recede and they can 
get back into the plants. But emergency crews will have to perform their duties in toxic 

surroundings, said James Norton, a former deputy assistant secretary at the Department of 

Homeland Security under President George W. Bush. 

Morning Energy newsletter 
T~ source for energy and environment news- weekday mornings, in your in box. 

Your emaiL. 

By signing up you agree to receive email newsletters or alerts from POUT!CO. You can unsubscribe at any time. 

"I'd put it on the scale of 9/11 health risk," said Norton, now the head of the consulting 

group Play-Action Strategies. "There was a similar challenge in Katrina, as the standing 

water around the city kind of became a chemical sludge. The risk in Houston is greater." 
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The swath of the Gulf Coast that Harvey tore apart is home to more than 300 hazardous 

chemical sites, according to data from the Sierra Club, including more than 230 chemical 

plants and over 30 refineries. And just clearing the damage will pose health problems. 

Texas' famously lax site regulations and inspection rates will make normally straightforward 

emergency response problematic, as firefighters and others may not know whether a storage 

site's equipment is up to date or even what chemicals it's storing, said Elena Craft, a senior 

health scientist at the Environmental Defense Fund in Austin. 

"Emergency responders don't have the information they need about what's being stored at 

the facilities," Craft said. "And because these facilities have flooded, and underground tank 

contents are coming up, all of that will magnify what we had with Katrina." 

Another worry is air pollution worsened by the volatile organic compounds and nitrogen 

oxide that refineries and chemical plants are spewing, which Craft said may endanger flood 

victims who suffer from asthma and other respiratory or cardiac problems. The Texas 

environmental commission has forecast that air quality in Houston v.ill be "unhealthy for 

sensitive groups" at least through the weekend. 

Thursday's fires broke out in the early morning at the plant in Crosby, about 20 miles 

northeast of Houston, according to county officials. Arkema has blamed the incident on 

power outages and backup systems failures caused by the historic flooding triggered by the 

storm, which made landfall on Friday as a Category 4 hurricane. 

The Arkema plant produces organic peroxides, which are used to make plastics and 

fiberglass but must be kept refrigerated. 

Harris County evacuated everyone in a 1.5-mile radius, and several sheriffs deputies who 

had breathed the smoke were sent to the hospital before being cleared, county Sheriff Ed 

Gonzalez said in a news conference. Gonzalez downplayed the incident, saying the officers 

were "basically standing over a barbecue pit and getting smoke in our eyes. That's basically 

what occurred." 

Two raw materials stored on site and covered by EPA's risk management rules, sulfur 

dioxide and a chemical called 2-methylpropene, are stored safely and are not considered at 

risk, Arkema executive Richard Rennard said. 

EPA dispatched a sniffer plane equipped with sensors to detect chemical and radiological 

materials. It found "no concentrations of concern for toxic materials" as of Thursday 

morning, Administrator Scott Pruitt said in a statement. 
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Harvey triggers spike in hazardous chemical releases 
By BEN LEFEBVRE 

Separately, the federal Chemical Safety Board is investigating the fire, board Chairwoman 

Vanessa Sutherland said at a news conference Thursday afternoon. CSB investigators will 

not visit the site until it is deemed safe, but they are obtaining documents about what types 

of chemicals were used and stored at the plant. 

Trump's proposed budget for next year would eliminate all funding for the board, which 

issues safety recommendations but cannot directly enforce regulations. 

Meanwhile, county emergency workers acknowledged they have no idea what other 

chemical plants in the area might pose an immediate risk. 

"We are personally not monitoring" the status of chemicals kept in other plants in Harvey's 

path, said Bob Royall, the county's assistant chief of emergency operations. "That is 

industry's responsibility." 

Public health advocates say the incident adds to the need for carrying out the Obama 

administration rule, which would require companies to provide more public information 

about the chemicals they're storing, encourage them to look for safer alternatives and 

mandate third-party safety audits. 

"The longer EPA delays the chemical disaster rule, the longer those types of assessments and 

investments will be delayed," Nelson said. "We're in a crisis situation here, and making 

policies or creating policies or buckling to industry pressure has real everyday life-or-death 

impacts to people." 

Nelson's group has led a lawsuit trying to overturn Pruitt's delay of the safety rule, which 

was finalized in the last days of the Obama administration but never took effect. 

Arkema criticized the rule last year, telling EPA that the independent audits would "add 

significant new costs and burdens" but "may not necessarily provide new or additional 

safety benefits." It also raised security-related concerns about sharing some information 

with responders and the public. 

The Trump administration placed the regulation on ice shortly after taking office. EPA said 

in June that it would delay the rule until 2019 at the earliest while it reviews the program 

and potentially revises it. 
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In a statement, EPA noted that previous risk management rules are still in effect, and said 

Arkema's Crosby plant updated its emergency plan in 2014. EPA also noted that no major 

updates would have taken effect until next year anyway. 

IN THE ARENA 

Harvey Is What Climate Change Looks Like 
By ERIC HOLTHAUS 

"The Agency's recent action to delay the effectiveness of the 2017 Amendments had no effect 

on the major safety requirements that applied to the Arkema Crosby plant at the time of the 

fire," EPA said. 

The Obama administration rule allowed between one and four years for facilities to meet 

various requirements under the update - meaning that the Arkema plant probably wouldn't 

have been affected even ifthe regulation were in place. 

"Realistically, it probably wouldn't have prevented anything right now in this instance," said 

Gordon Sommers, an Earthjustice attorney working on the lawsuit against Pruitt's stay. "But 

we're seeing more and more of these massive weather events, and this certainly illustrates 

the need for that rule." 

Royall said the explosions reported at the plant were more like "small container ruptures 

that may have a sound of a pop or something of that nature. This is not a massive 

explosion." 

He said the burning peroxides, which are stored in refrigerated 18-wheel truck trailers, emit 

gases that expand and rupture the trailers' relief valves before eventually burning. 

Arkema's Rennard said the company expects another eight trailers to similarly go up in 
flames in the coming days, although he warned that the high oxygen content of the 

peroxides could still lead to an explosion. 

"We don't want people returning back to their homes thinking it's over. It's not over," 

Rennard said, adding: "I think we've been a responsible neighbor, and I think we're 

responding to this the best way we can." 

While the rule remains on ice, the lawsuit over Pruitt's delay is ongoing. 

The D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals said Wednesday that public health groups had failed to 

meet the high bar for reinstating the rule, which would have relied in part on showing both a 



1092 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00358 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
87

6

public interest and a threat of irreparable harm. But the judges placed the lawsuit on a fast 

track that could see a decision by late this year or in early 2018. 

"We will certainly use this as an opportunity to continue to highlight the necessity and the 

critical nature of having this rule in place," Nelson said. 
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EPA will reconsider Obama·era safeguards on coal waste- The Washington Post 

sect1o 1s (i;J)c tUa!il)ington tJost 
ti 1 <11<'/Ji inlluil i< 

Energy and Environment 

EPA will reconsider 
Obama-era safeguards 
on coal waste 
By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin 

Heavy machinery excavates and carrie coal ash from a drained coal ash pond at 

https:J/v.v.w.washingtonpost.com/ ... nt!wp/2017/09/14/epa·wil!·reconsider·obama·era-safeguards·on-coal-waste/?utm _tenn=.3bc342591361{1/22/2018 I 0:29:20 AM] 
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EPA will reconsider Obama-era safeguards on coal waste· The Washington Post 

Possum Point Power Station in Dumfries, Va,, 1n 2015. Dominion Resources is moving 
all existing coal ash to the only lined coal ash pond. which will be capped in a three
year process. (Kate Patterson for The Washington Post) 

The Environmental Protection Agency plans to reconsider parts of an 

Obama-era effort to regulate potentially toxic waste known as coal ash, 

again siding with energy-industry efforts to slow or reverse standards 

put in place in recent years. 

Federal regulators have struggled for several decades with how to 

address coal ash, the substance that remains when coal is burned in 

power plants to generate electricity. A toxic mix of mercury, cadmium, 

arsenic and other heavy metals, coal ash can pollute waterways, poison 

wildlife and cause respiratory illness among those living near the 

massive storage pits plant operators use to contain it. 

A rule finalized in 2015 by the Obama administration imposed new 

standards on coal ash disposal sites by ramping up inspection and 

monitoring levels and requiring measures such as liners in new waste 

pits to prevent leaking that could threaten adjacent drinking water 

supplies. 

In May, however, industry officials petitioned the EPA to ask that the 

new administration revisit the rule. The existing regulation, they wrote, 

"affects both the utility and coal industries and also affects the large and 

small businesses that support and rely upon those industries. It is 

causing significant adverse impacts on coal-fired generation in this 

country due to the excessive costs of compliance -even EPA 

acknowledges the costs of the rule outweigh its benefits." 

Their pleas found a sympathetic ear in EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, 

who in a letter dated Wednesday replied that it was "appropriate and in 

the public interest" for the agency to rethink the regolation. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... nt/v.'P/2017/09/14/epa•wil!-reconsider·obama.era-safeguards·on-coa!-wastef?utm_tenn"'.3bc342591361[1/22/2018 10:29:20 AMJ 
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EPA will reconsider Obama-era safeguards on coal waste· The Washington Post 

"It is important that we give the existing rule a hard look and consider 

improvements that may help states tailor their permit programs to the 

needs of their states, in a way that provides greater regulatory certainty, 

while also ensuring that human health and the environment remain 

protected," Pruitt said in a statement Thursday. 

The agency stressed that it had not committed to changes or that it 

necessarily agrees with the merits of the industry's petition. If the EPA 

ultimately decides to roll back the coal ash standards, it will go through 

the usual rulemaking procedure, which could take years. 

Environmental groups were quick to criticize Pruitt's latest decision as 

another nod to special interests. 

"Donald Trump and Scott Pruitt are continuing their capitulation to the 

coal industry at the expense of the health of our families," Mary Anne 

Hitt, director of Sierra Club's Beyond Coal campaign, said in a 

statement. "This is another example of Pruitt not caring about science, 

working families, or clean water, and instead bending over backwards 

for polluters eager to avoid accountability to the laws that keep our 

communities and families healthy." 

Ken Kopocis, the former top official in EPA's water office under 

President Barack Obama, said the original rule had taken industry 

concerns into account and that rolling it back would endanger public 

health. 

"We bent over backwards for industry both in terms of the substance of 

the rule and in terms of the timing," Kopocis said. He noted the dangers 

that coal ash pits pose, particularly in light of the severe storms the 

country has experienced in recent weeks. "These things are ticking time 

bombs." 

https://www.washingtonpost.com! ... nt/wp/2017/09/14/epa-will-reconsider-obama-era-safeguards-on-coal-wastenutm _tenn"".3bc342591361 [l/22/2018 10:29:20 AM] 
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EPA will reconsider Obama~era safeguards on coal waste- The Washington Post 

Calls to strengthen safeguards for coal ash waste intensified after a 

massive December 2008 spill. A dike failed at the Tennessee Valley 

Authority's Kingston Fossil Plant, allowing 5-4 million cubic yards of ash 

to flow into nearby rivers. Another accident at a Duke Energy facility in 

North Carolina in February 2014 resulted in thousands of tons of coal 

ash pouring into the Dan River. 

Utility operators produce more than 110 million tons of coal ash 

annually, according to the EPA, and a rule the agency finalized in 

December 2014 established stricter guidelines for constructing and 

maintaining coal ash storage pits. The regulations said new pits had to 

be lined- to prevent the waste from seeping out and that companies 

must conduct local water quality tests as well as disclose more 

information about their operations on a publicly available website. 

The regulation did not classify coal ash as hazardous waste, as 

environmentalists have sought unsuccessfully for more than 35 years. 

More than 40 percent of coal ash is recycled to help make concrete, 

gypsum wallboard and pavement, and a broad industry coalition has 

said identifying it as hazardous would raise the cost of handling the 

material. 

Then-EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy described the Obama 

administration's standards as "a pragmatic step forward," and key 

industry players said they viewed them as acceptable. 

Read more: 

Trump administration halts Obama-era rule aimed at curbing toxic 

wastewater from coal plants 

Trump to lap longtime coal lobbyist for EPA's No.2 spol 

https://\vww.washingtonpost.com/ ... nllwp/2017/09/14/epa-will-reconsider-obama-era-safeguards-on-coal-waste/?utm_tenn"".3bc342591361[l/22/2018 10:29:20 AM] 
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Pruitt moves to rewrite limits on coal's pollution~ Washington Times 

HOME \ NEWS \ POLITICS 

Pruitt moves to rewrite limits on coal's 
pollution 

By MichaeiBieseck.erASSOC!ATED PRESS- The Washington 

Times- Tuesday, August 15, 2017 

The Environmental Protection Agency says it plans to scrap 
an Obama-era measure limiting water pollution from coal-fired 
power plants. 

A letter from EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt released Monday 

as part of a legal appeal said he will seek to revise the 2015 
guidelines mandating increased treatment for wastewater from 

steam electric power-generating plants. 

Acting at the behest of electric utilities who opposed the 

stricter standards. Mr. Pruitt first moved in April to delay 

Trump takes center position 
in polarizing immigration 
debate 

Special Counsels Rack Up 
Bills 

https://>w'\...w,washingtontimes.com/news/20 I 7/aug/15/pruitt-moves-to-rev•rite-!imitso{ln-coa!s-po!!ution/[l/24/2018 11 :40:24 AMJ 
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Pruitt moves to re1Nrite limits on coal's pollution- Washington Times 

implementation of the new guidelines. The wastewater fiushed 
from the coal-fired plants into rivers and lakes typically 
contains traces of highly toxic heavy metals such as: lead, 
arsenic, mercury and selenium. 

"After carefully considering your petitions, I have decided that 
it is appropriate and in the public interest to conduct a rule 
making to potentially revise (the regulations)," Mr. Pruitt wrote 
in the letter addressed to the pro-industry Utility Water Act 
Group and the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

Mr. Pruitt's letter, dated Friday, was filed Monday with the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans, which is hearing 
legal challenges of the wastewater rule. With Mr. Pruitt now 
moving to rewrite the standards, EPA has asked to court to 

freeze the legal fight. 

While that process moves ahead, EPA's existing guidelines 
from 1982 remain in effect. Those standards were set when 
far less was known about the detrimental impacts of even tiny 
levels of heavy metals on human health and aquatic life. 

"Power plants are by far the largest offenders when it comes 

to dumping deadly toxics into our lakes and rivers," said 
Thomas Cmar, a lawyer for Earthjustice. "It's hard to believe 
that our government officials right now are so beholden to big 
business that they are willing to let power plants continue to 
dump lead, mercury, chromium and other dangerous 
chemicals into our water supply." 

EPA estimates that the 2015 rule, if implemented, would 
reduce power plant pollution by about 1.4 billion pounds a 
year. Only about 12 percent of the nation's steam electric 
power plants would have to spend more to meet the higher 

standards, according to the agency. 

Utilities would need to spend about $480 million on new 

wastewater treatment systems, resulting in about $500 million 
in estimated public benefits, such as fewer incidents of 

Pentagon strategy calls for 
proxies to fight war on terror 

Quiz: How well do you know 
your guns? 

SPONSORED CONTENT 

How To: Fix Your Fatigue And 
Get More Energy 

Should the Mueller investigation 
be terminated? 

0 

0 NO 

0 

View results 

https://v.WY.·.washingtontimcs.com/news/2017/aug/15/pruitt-moves-to-rewrite-!imits-on-coals-pollution/[1124/20 18 II :.:10:24 AM] 
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Donald Trump's Assault On Clean Water Laws Has Already Begun 1 HuflPost 
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Donald Trump's Assault On Clean 
Water Laws Has Already Begun 
The repeal of the Stream Protection Rule is just the start of Trump's efforts to 
undo regulations meant to keep America's drinking water safe. 

By Joseph Erbentraut 

It hasn't taken long for President Donald Trump to follow through on his campaign promise to 

dismantle regulations - even when they protect the safety of America's drinking water 

supply. 

Last week, Trump signed a resolution that voided the Stream Protection Rule, a Department 

of the Interior regulation finalized during the Obama administration. 

The rule would have required coal mining companies to avoid practices that pollute streams 

and threaten drinking water supplies, monitor and report any pollution, and return waterways 

to their previous condition after mining operations are completed. Both the Senate and House 

voted in favor of it. 

On the heels of the confirmation of new Environmental Protection Agency administrator Scott 

Pruitt, Trump is now expected to take executive action this week to undo the EPA's Clean 

Water Rule. 

The rule is aimed at protecting the nation's rivers, streams and wetlands from pollution by 

placing them under the purview of the federal Clean Water Act. Both Pruitt and Trump have 

negatively characterized the rule as an example of federal overreach that will hurt farmers and 

other businesses, and many state attorneys general agree- 31 states have joined together 

to sue over the rule, which has been tied up in the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

https://www .huffingtonpostcom/entry/trump-stream-protection-rule-clean·water _us _58add04ee4b03d80at717914[ 1/24/2018 II :42:05 AM} 
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Donald Trump's Assault On Clean Water Laws Has Already Begun I HuffPost 

/fs a travesty We should be able to Uopend on makmg progtess toward cleaner wr and cleaner ~vater. Deborah 

Murray Southern Environmental Law Center 

Yet Trump's dismantling of environmental protections like these could have a devastating 

impact on the drinking water sources of millions of Americans, advocates say. 

"It's a travesty," Deborah Murray, a senior attorney at the Southern Environmental Law 

Center, told The Huffington Post. "We should be able to depend on making progress toward 

cleaner air and cleaner water." 

Murray noted that the stream protection rule covered 6,000 miles of streams and 52,000 

acres of forest. Its repeal means that more streams in the coal-heavy Appalachian region will 

almost certainly be threatened. 

"It's so disturbing," Murray said. "None of the provisions in the regulation were particularly 

onerous. They're common-sense measures trying to have the coal-mining companies be 

accountable for devastation and pollution, rather than just business as usual." 

President Donald Trump shows Resolution 38. which nu!lifies the stream protection rule. after signing it at the White 

https://WW\\',huffingtonpostcom/entry/trump-stream-protection-rulc-clean-water _us _58add04ee4b03d80af717914[1/24/20 18 1 1 :42:05 AM] 
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Donald Trump's Assault On Clean Water Laws Has Already [kgun 1 HuflPost 

House on Feb 16 

Trump dismantled the Stream Protection Rule last week through a 1996 law known as 

the Congressional Review Act. The language of the act essentially prevents future 

administrations from resurrecting rules that Trump has undone if they are deemed 

"substantially similar" --which means the damage could be permanent. 

Republicans who pushed for the rule's demise presented a "false choice" between protecting 

the environment and protecting the economy, said Amy Kober, a spokeswoman for the river 

conservation nonprofit American Rivers. 

The coal industry, which has been struggling with declining production for more than a 

decade, has claimed the rule would cause the loss of up to 280,000 jobs because the 

regulations would be so expensive to implement. The industry has also claimed the rule would 

produce "no discernible environmental benefits." 

Federal estimates dramatically contradict those claims. A Congressional Research Service 

analysis estimated that the rule would have created almost as many jobs as it would have 

cost. Another analysis, from the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, 

found the rule would have resulted in the annual loss of about 260 mining jobs, a negligible 

number compared to the 30,000 jobs the industry has lost since 2009. 

The OSMRE analysis also found that the rule would improve water quality in 292 miles of 

impacted streams each year and reduce the public's exposure to drinking water 

contaminants. 

https://www.huffingtonpostcom/entry/trump-stream-protection-rule-clean-water _us_ 58add04ee4b03d80af717914[1/24/20 18 II :42:05 AM) 
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Donald Trump's Assault On Clean Water Laws Has Already Begun I HuflPost 

A June i 2. 2008 photo shows water allegedly seeping from an abandoned mme on Kayford Mountain in West Virginia 

Mountaintop rrm11ng can pollute waterways 

On the campaign trail, Trump said he would make "crystal clear, clean water" a priority as 

president But the Trump administration's moves to undo the Stream Protection Rule and the 

seemingly imminent rollback of the Clean Water Rule bring that promise into question, said 

Michael Kelly, spokesman for the national environmental group Clean Water Action. 

"The administration is going to err on the side of the polluters and the regulated community, 

not the public or clean water and public health," Kelly said by email. "That's all you need to 

know about protections for clean water under President Trump and Scott Pruitt." 

For her part, Kober is hopeful that the administration's actions on water protections could rally 

voters - regardless of their political ideology- to push back against further erosions of 

environmental laws. 

"I don't think this is what people voted for," Kober said. "This is the water that flows through 

our communities and through our taps. This water flows through the veins of our children. We 

have to believe that, at some point, rivers and clean water will be what brings people 

https:l/wy,w,huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-stream-protectlon-ru!e-clean-water_us_5Sadd04ee4b03d80af7179J4[1/24/2018 11:42:05 AM] 
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Donald Trump's Assault On Clean Water Laws Has Already Begun I HuffPost 

together." 

Joseph Erbentraut covers promising innovations and challenges in the areas of food, water, 

agriculture and our climate. Follow Erbentraut on Twitter at @robojojo. Tips? Email 

joseph.erbentraut@huffingtonpost.com. 

RELATED COVERAGE 

BEFORE YOU GO 

Senior Reporter. HufiPost 

https://\v\vw.hutlingtonpost.com/entry/trump~stream~protection-mle-clean-water _us _58add04ee4b03d80at7l7914[1/24/20 18 11 :42:0.5 AM] 
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Environmental Group Sues EPA for Revoking Mercury Protection Rule~ Scientific American 
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Environmental Group Sues EPA for Revoking Mercury Protection Rule 

T1w·lawsuit accuses the agency of illegally withdrawing a rule that n:duces the dis('harge ofmelTUI:,' from dental 

umees 

'iC 

https:/ /wv.w .scienti ficamerican.com/article/environmental-group~sues-epa- for-revoking-mercury-protection-rule/[ 1/22/20 18 9: 12 :26 AM) 



1105 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00371 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
88

9

Environmental Group Sues EPA for Revoking Mercury Protection Rule· Scientific American 

As U.S. President Donald Trump takes aim at what he considers an excess of 

federal regulations, a new lawsuit accuses the Environmental Protection Agency 

of illegally rescinding a rule to reduce the discharge of mercmy from dental 

offices, mere hours after Trump took office. 

In a complaint tiled on Wednesday, the nonprofit Natural Resources Defense 

Council said the final rule was withdrawn on Jan. 20, the date of Trump's 

inauguration, after White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus directed federal 

agencies to "immediately withdraw" final rules slated for publication. 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/environmental-group*Sues-epa-for-revoking-mercury-protection-mle/[l/2l/2018 9:12:26 AM] 
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Environmental Group Sues EPA For Revoking Mercury Protection Rule~ Scientific American 

But the NRDC said the mercury rule could not be withdrawn before its expected 

Jan. 24 publication in the Federal Register because it was subject to a Clean 

Water Act provision that, given the wording of Priebus' memorandum, forbade 

withdrawal. 

As a result, the EPA had no authority to rescind the rule without first getting 

public comment, according to the NRDC, an environmental advocacy group. Its 

lawsuit tiled in Manhattan federal court seeks to undo the rule's rescission. 

"The Trump administration, and President Trump himself, have made it seem 

like it will be easy to wipe away environmental protections for the American 

people," David Goldston, director of government affairs for the NRDC, said in an 

interview. "We view this rule as one that is final, and which can be rescinded 

only through the full rnlemaking process." 

An EPA spokeswoman had no immediate comment. 

Mercury discharged into the environment can damage people's health, including 

through seafood consumption. 

Dentists nonetheless can use mercury safely in amalgams for fillings. 

The EPA rule would have reduced discharges by dental offices of mercury and 

other metals into municipal sewage treatment plants by more than 10 tons 

annually. 

It would also have required dentists to adopt "best management" practices 

recommended by the American Dental Association. (h_e_r~) 

On Monday, Trump issued an executive order requiring many federal agencies 

to eliminate two regulations for each new regulation introduced. Trump is not a 

https://Vtww.scientificamerican.com/article/environrnental~group~sues-epa~for~revoking·mercury~protection~rule/[ 1/22/20 I 8 9: 12:26 AM] 
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Environmental Group Sues EPA for Revoking Mercury Protection Rule- Scientific American 

defendant in the NRDC lawsuit. 

The case is Natural Resources Defense Council v EPAet al, U.S. District Court, 

Southern District of New York, No. 17-00751. 

(Reporting by Jonathan Stempel in New York; Editing by Andrew Hay) 

Jonathan Stempel 

Reuters 

Ohio Passes Law Barring Abortion over Down Syndrome Diagnosis 

Austria to Drop Impending Smoking Ban, Bucking Western Trend 

Antibiotics Sales for Use in U,S, Farms Animals Dropping for First Time 

https:l/www .scientificamerican.com/article/environmental-group-sues~epa-for-revoking-mercury-protection-ru)e/[ l/22/20 18 9: 12;26 AM] 
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EPA moves to repeal Obama water 
rule 

23,954 

The Environmental Protection Agency {EPA) formally proposed Tuesday to 

repeal the Obama administration's controversial f.~~~t!_Q_r:t that extended the 

reach of the federal government over small waterways 

Under the proposal from the EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers, federal 

officials would go back to enforcing a guidance document from 2008 when 

deciding whether a waterway is subject to federal oversight for pollution control 
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EP/1 m<w~' 1<> repeal Obama 1\Uiot tulc! Thcll!ll 

purposes 

It's the first formal step by the EPA to fulfilling President Trump's campaign 

promise to repeal the 2015 «waters of the United States~ regulation, which 

Republicans and numerous industry groups have long argued would have 

subject farmers, developers and others to costly and time-intensive federal 

permitting for everyday activities like moving soil. 

,.orMsl~p administration plans to separately write a new regulation to 

replace the water rule with a more industry-friendly definition of federal power 

over waterways_ 

"We are taking significant action to return power to the states and provide 

regulatory certainty to our nation's farmers and busmesses,~ EPA Administrator 

Scott Pruitt said 1n a statement. 

"This is the first step in the two-step process to redefine 'waters of the U.S.' and 

we are committed to moving through this re-evaluation to quickly provide 

regulatory certainty, in a way that is thoughtful, transparent and collaborative 

with other agencies and the public." 

Trump had signed an ~~,9!tive order in February formally asking Pruitt to 

consider repealing the rule and replacing it with a more limited one. 

The Obama rule asserted federal power over ponds, headwaters, wetlands and 

other water bodies that feed into larger water areas, but whose Clean Water Act 

jurisdiction was unclear because of conflicting Supreme Court cases. 

The Obama administration said that the drinking water supplies for 117 million 

Americans rely on protection by the rule, which it had dubbed the Clean Water 

Rule. Wldlife, recreation and navigation activities also depend on those 

waterways, the previous administration argued. 

But it was controversial from the start, with accusations that it would give the 

federal government control over large swaths of the country, like dry !and and 

puddles. Numerous states and industries sued to stop it, and a federal court in 

Cincinnati blocked the government from enforcing it while the litigation 

proceeded 

Environmentalists quickly slammed the Trump administration's action as a direct 

attack on water protection. 

"It is appalling, though not surprising, that the Trump administration is rolling 

back these critical protections in order to help out corporate interests," League 

of Conservation Voters President Gene Karpinski said in a statement. 

htip ll!hchJll com/pohcy/crwrgy·ermrnruncnVH%91-epiH~ch-l<Hcf'<'nl-nhanui-\\a\~~ -1ulcl !/24f20!R II 41 55 AMI 
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''The Clean Water Rule is vital for protecting the smaU streams and wetlands 

that our families, communities. and businesses depend on, and we know this is 

the first step in the administration's effort to gut the Clean Water Act itse!C he 

said. "But just like the attacks on efforts to tackle climate change and the 

proposed rollback of our national monuments, and so much more, the Trump 

administration wlH face fierce opposition." 

~This proposal strikes directly at public health," said Rhea Suh, president of the 

Natural Resources Defense Council. «It would strip out needed protections for 

the streams that feed drinking water sources for one in every three Americans 

Clean water is too important for that We'll stand up to this reckless attack on 

our waters and health." 

Supporters of the president applauded the action. 

"The final \t\'OTUS rule issued by the last administration was unworkable, a fact 

acknowledged by courts around the country, and amounted to a massive grab 

of regulatory authority by an EPA that was overreaching,'' said Bill Kovacs, vice 

president for environment and regulatory policy at the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce. 

"We look forward to working with Administrator Pruitt and his team to craft a rule 

that protects public health and the environment, while giving clarity and certainty 

to our nation's farmers and job creators,'' he said 

~Today marks the beginning of restoring private property rights while protecting 

our environment,~ said Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.). "Out of state D.C. 

bureaucrats shouldn't impose regulations that hurt Montana farmers, ranchers 

and landowners." 

The EPA will publish the proposal in the Federal Register within days, at which 

point the agency will start accepting comments from the public. After 

considering the comments and making any necessary changes, the agency can 

make the repeal final 

Finalizing the repeal would then open the door to likely lawsuits from 

environmental groups, Democratic states and others. 

WATER POU UTION 
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CREW REQUESTS ETHICS INVESTIGATION INTO NANCY BECK~ CREW 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

October 31,2017 

CONTACT: Jordan Libowitz 

202-408-5565. I [email protected]org 

Washington, D.C.- Deputy Assistant EPA Administrator Nancy Beck appears to 

have actively participated in a rulemaking process for which she has a confiict of 

interest rather than recusing herself, according to a complaint filed today by Citizens 

for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) with the EPA Office of 

Inspector General (OIG). 

Before her appointment to the EPA earlier this year, Beck was a top official at the 

https:l/\vww.citizensforethics.orglpress-release/crew-requests-ethics-investigation-nancy~beck/[1/22/2018 12:14:51 PM] 
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CREW REQUESTS ETHICS INVESTIGATION INTO NANCY BECK- CREW 

American Chemistry Council (ACC), a trade association of chemical manufacturers. 

During her time at the ACC, Beck filed comments on proposed EPA regulations for 

chemical risk evaluation and prioritization programs which are still pending at the 

agency. Despite the fact that an agency official advised Beck to recuse herself from 

decisions involving her former employer, Beck was reportedly "very involved" in the 

rulemakings, and almost certainly participated in meetings, discussions, and 

decisions involving her past employer. 

"The fact that Beck remained involved in matters involving a past employer presents 

a grave conflict of interest," CREW Executive Director Noah Bookbinder said. "On 

an important public safety issue, we don't know whether she was acting to serve the 

American people or the industry that employed her for years." 

Government officials may not participate in any specific party matter involving a 

former employer for a year after leaving, unless given authorization from the agency 

ethics official. Despite seeking permission to participate in specific matters involving 

the ACC, Beck was advised to recuse herself from participating in meetings, 

discussions, or decisions involving the ACC. 

"Beck's refusal to take ethics rules seriously is deeply troubling, but it is 

unfortunately consistent with this administration's approach to ethics and industry 

influence," Bookbinder said. "This lack of concern for following ethics regulations 

has become a pattern, and it is cause for serious concern." 

CREW also asked the OIG to review the EPA's decision, made after Beck's 

apparent violation, to allow her to fully participate in rulemaking matters involving 

the ACC going forward. 

Read the complaint here. 

-30-

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) is a non-profit legal 

https:l/www.citizensforethics.org/press~release/crew~requests~ethics-investigation-nancy-beck/[l/22/20J8 12:14:51 PM] 
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CRF.W REQUESTS ETHICS INVESTIGATION INTO NANCY BECK- CREW 

watchdog group dedicated to holding public officials accountable for their actions. 

For more information, please visit www.citizensforethics.org or contact Jordan 

Libowitz at 2Q2c'lilll.o.5.565 or Lemail..JllirtectaQlQUl. 

CREW RELEASES 
REPORT: PROFITING FROM THE 
PRESIDENCY: A YEAR'S WORTH 
OF PRESIDENT TRUMP'S 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

In his first year in office, President 

CREW SUES HUD OVER FEE 
WAIVER VIOLATION 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 18, 2018 CONTACT: 

Jordan Libowitz 202-408-

https:fl\w.·w.citizensforethics.orglpress-re!ease/crcw-requests-ethics-lnvestigation-nancy-beckl[l/2212018 11:14:51 PM] 
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·'l)o the opposite thing you did 18 months ago'': EPA staffers on the agency in the Trump era· Vox 

clock menu more-arrow no yes 

EXPLAINERS POLITICS & POLICY MORE 

"Do the opposite thing you did 18 
months ago": EPA staffers on the 
agency in the Trump era 
Two dozen former and current employees at the Environmental Protection Agency 
describe dysfunction under Scott Pruitt. 
ByRachel Leven 1 UpdatedNov 10. 2017, 2 26pm EST 

SHARE MORE 

https :/ /\\IWW. vox.com/energy-and-environment/20 17 /11/9/16619988/scott -proitt-epa-dysfunction-staff[l/25/20 18 12 :52: 24 PM] 
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•·oo lhe opposite lhing you did 18 monlhs ago'': EPA staffers on the agency in th.e Trump era~ Vox 

This story was produced by the Center for Public Integrity, a nonprofit investigative news 

organization in Washington, DC 

Environmental Protection Agency AdminiS\rator Scott Pruitt doesn't hide his contempt for how 

the agency has been run, but he does profess to care about one of its key programs: 

Superfund, which oversees the cleanup of the nation's worS\ toxic waS\e sites. In April, he 

toured a site in EaS\ Chicago, Indiana, contaminated with lead and arsenic, and told residents, 

"We are going to get this right" 

The following month, Pruitt- Oklahoma's attorney general before he joined the EPA

tapped one of his former donors, banker Albert "Kell" Kelly, to find ways to accelerate and 

improve Superfund cleanups. Kelly Slarted by consulting career Slaff members- often 

knowledgeable officials who work at the agency regardless of who holds the White House. But 

then Kelly closed off the process, conferring with Pruitt to produce a final plan that altered or 

excluded many of the Slaffers' suggeS\ions. Gone, for example, was the idea that EPA officials 

be identified early on to lead discussions with communities on how contaminated land should 

be used after cleanup. 

"We're missing a huge opportunity to do something new and different with Superfund," said 

one of two EPA employees who described the process to the Center for Public Integrity on the 

condition of anonymity. 

What happened with Superfund is hardly an anomaly. Today's EPA is wracked with internal 

conflict and induS\ry influence and is Slruggling to fulfill its mission, according to more than two 

dozen current and former agency employees. 

A few dozen political appointees brought in under the Trump adminiS\ration are driving policy. 

At leaS\16 of the 45 appointees worked for induS\ries such as oil, coal and chemicals, as this 

CIP graphic shows. 

Four of these people -and another 21 -worked for, or donated to, politicians who have 

queS\ioned eS\ablished climate science, such as Pruitt and Sen. James lnhofe (R-OK). 

Career Slaff members - lawyers, scientiS\s, analySis- are largely being frozen out of 

decision-making, current and former agency employees say. These Slaffers rarely get face 

time with Pruitt and frequently receive top-down orders from political appointees with little room 

for debate. They muS\ sometimes force their way into conversations about subjects in which 

https://www.vox.com/energy~and·envirorunent/20 17/11/9/16619988/scott~pruitt·epa·dysfunction•staffll/25/20 18 12:52:24 PM] 
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"Do the opposite thing you did 18 months ago": EPA staffers on the agency in the Trump era- Vox 

they have expertise. 

RELATED 

Meet the fossil fuel all-Stars Trump has appointed to his adminiStration 

And that is a big miSlake, said one of Pruitt's predecessors. 

Career employees are "very dedicated to protecting human health and the environment, and 

they will change their ways of how they do that if they're convinced you really want to 

accomplish that aim," said ChriSline Todd Whitman, EPA adminiSlrator under President 

George W Bush. 

One such employee agreed. "I think it's the fact that we're not following regular procedures; 

we're not sure of what the legal juSlification is for some of the things they're asking us to do. 

We're juS! kind of being told, 'Do the opposite thing you did 18 months ago.' That's hard to 

swallow" 

The EPA Slaffers who spoke to the center say the isolation of Pruitt's top Slaff from the reSl of 

the agency limits the perspectives the adminiSlrator is exposed to before making decisions. 

Two appointment calendars, covering a six-month period beginning in March, show that Pruitt 

hears overwhelmingly from induSlry. He was scheduled to meet 154 times during the period 

with officials from companies such as Exxon Mobil and trade associations such as the 

American Petroleum lnSlitute. the oil induSlry's biggeSllobby group. API was among at JeaS\17 

donors to Pruitt when he ran for Slate or federal office or led the Republican Attorneys General 

Association that have met with him as EPA adminiSlrator. Those same calendars indicate he 

saw only three groups representing environmental or public health intereSls, though an EPA 

press release says he met with two others. 

EPA spokesperson Liz Bowman disputed claims that the roughly 15,000-person agency is 

riven with discord. Career employees are "vital" to the EPA's work and meet regularly with 

political appointees and the adminiSlrator, she said, citing ongoing deliberations on a water 

pollution rule as an example. (Two career employees who spoke to the center at Bowman's 

requeSl confirmed that they routinely work with political appointees and did so on the water 

rule.) 

"We talk to people throughout the regions, the Slates, the career Slaff, and a variety of different 

https:/!w\V\V,vox.com/energy-and-environment/20 J 7/II/9/16619988Jscott-pruitt-epa-dysfunction-staff( 1/25/2018 12:52:24 PM] 
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··oo the opposite thing you did 18 months ago'': EPA staffers on the agency in the Trump era~ Vox 

perspectives prior to making decisions," Bowman said, adding in an email that "we follow the 

Administrative Procedure Act in our regulatory process, meaning taking into consideration 

comments submitted by ALL commenters, including environmental NGOs, the public, and 

other commenters." 

For the public, much is at Slake. Under Pruitt, who sued the EPA 14 times as Oklahoma's 

attorney general, the agency has already declined to ban a pesticide linked to neurological 

damage in children. frozen requirements to reduce water pollution from coal-fired power plants. 

and opened the door to loosening limits on toxic coal waste. The EPA most recently proposed 

eliminating the Clean Power Plan, an Obama administration rule aimed at reducing carbon 

emissions in the power sector. 

"These rules [being rolled back] aren't perfect by any stretch of the imagination. There are 

ways to improve things," said Gordon Binder, who served as chief of staff for then-EPA 

Administrator William Reilly under President George H.W. Bush. "But Pruitt's come in with a fly 

swatter and is slapping them down instead of laying out the problems with a rule and saying, 

'How can we fix it?"' 

Who's running the EPA? 

There's a striking absence of high-level leadership at the EPA Only one of 13 positions 

requiring Senate confirmation- Pruitt's- is filled. These positions- higher-ranking than 

those held by the 45 political appointees include leaders of key agency offices that oversee 

air, water, and other programs. Six people have been nominated for the 12 open slots and are 

awaiting confirmation (although two of them have joined the EPA in the meantime as senior 

advisers). 

Most major decisions are made on the third fioor of the William Jefferson Clinton South 

Building on Pennsylvania Avenue, where Pruitt and his handful of confidants have their offices. 

Among those who most prominently have Pruitt's ear: EPA Chief of Staff Ryan Jackson, who 

previously held the same position with Inhale, and Samantha Dravis, who worked with Pruitt at 

the Republican Attorneys General Association and now leads the EPA's Office of Policy. 

Dravis, widely seen as Pruitt's closeS! adviser, came to the agency with a background in law 

and politics but little environmental experience. That's a departure from her two immediate 

predecessors, who were already at the EPA when they were tapped to lead the policy office. 

RELATED 

https ://.,ww. vox.com/energy-and·environment/20 17 J ll/9/16619988/scott~pruitt~epa-dysfunction-sta ffll/25/20 18 12: 52:24 PMl 



1118 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00384 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
90

2

''Do the opposite thing you did 18 months ago'': EPA staffers on the agency in the Trump era~ Vox 

The EPA is taking unprecedented steps to oust scientists who receive its grants 

Jackson helped lnhofe negotiate major bipartisan deals in the Senate, such as the passage of 

federal chemical policy reform. Still, em ails released under the Freedom of Information Act to 

the New York Times show that Jackson directed career staff to deny a petition seeking to ban 

chlorpyrifos, a pesticide suspected of harming children's brains, directly contradicting the 

recommendations of EPA scientists. 

Bowman said in an email that career staff were "instrumental" in drafting the denial. The former 

acting head of the EPA's chemicals office, a career employee who left the agency last month, 

told the Times she opposed the decision, even as she followed Jackson's instructions. 

Other influential political appointees include Sarah Greenwalt, senior adviser to the Office of 

the Administrator, who worked for Pruitt when he was Oklahoma's attorney general; Bowman, 

head of public affairs, who came from the American Chemistry Council, a chemical industry 

trade group; and Mandy Gunasekara, a senior policy adviser who worked on the Republican 

staff of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. 

Nine career staff members told the center their opinions seem to hold little weight They are 

excluded from meetings, they say, and their advice on agency operations is often disregarded. 

Some believe this is because of the flurry of leaks that have come from inside the agency since 

Pruitt took office. Political appointees have lashed out at suspected leakers and relieved them 

of work assignments, even in the absence of proof, career employees said. 

RELATED 

Why the head of the EPA built himself a secret phone booth 

"They are terrified of career staff leaking," one said. "And once they get an idea in their head 

[about] someone, they won't change it" 

Bowman said, "Those concerns have not been brought to our attention. And if they are, we will 

do everything we can to address them." 

Pruitt has broken with tradition by forgoing many introductory briefings with career staff 

designed to help new administrators set priorities, several current and former employees said. 

Instead, he's worked to roll back EPA rules, an effort that also diverges from common practice. 

https://wv..w. vox.com/energy~and~environment/20 1 7/ll/9/16619988/scott~pruitt ~epa~dys function~staff[ 1 /25/20 18 12:52:24 PM] 
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"Do the opposite thing you did 18 months ago'': EPA staffers on the agency in the Trump era~ Vox 

Political appointees are taking more of a hands-on role in tasks career employees previously 

would have handled. Take, for example, a recent notice announcing that the EPA plans to 

reconsider whether certain vehicle emission standards for greenhouse gases were too strict. 

Career staff had drafted a concise version of the notice, but appointees expanded the number 

of vehicles affected by the review and made the Department of Transportation the lead agency 

on the decision, despite the EPA's legal obligations to control planet-warming emissions under 

the Clean Air Act. 

'This was a much more major rewrite" than would have happened under previous 

administrations, said an EPA employee familiar with the matter. "At least one plausible 

outcome of this process," the employee said, "is that the EPA would unilaterally abdicate its 

[legal] responsibility." 

"It looked like he was kind of checking the box to meet with us" 

On the rare occasions when career employees are asked to brief Pruitt, he seems unwilling to 

change his anti-regulatory posture on major industry priorities, according to some career 

employees. Betsy Southerland, who headed an office within the EPA's water program until 

August, said her team met with Pruitt twice about a rule designed to limit wastewater 

discharges from power plants as he considered weakening parts of it. 

The team told Pruitt that industry arguments against the rule had already been considered and 

were found to be inaccurate. They offered more nuanced actions the administrator could take 

to address concerns expressed by the Small Business Administration, a separate federal 

agency; and the Utility Water Act Group, a lobbying organization. Pruitt was unmoved, she 

said. In August. the EPA announced it would reconsider key parts of the rule. 

"You get the feeling that his mind was made up before we started the briefing process," 

Southerland said. "It looked like he was kind of checking the box to meet with us." The Times 

found similar behavior by Pruitt when the EPA declined to ban chlorpyrifos. Pruitt didn't follow 

agency scientists' advice, having "promised farming industry executives who wanted to keep 

using the pesticide that it is 'a new day and a new future,"' the Times reported. 

These episodes could simply reflect inexperience- appointees struggling to figure out the 

agency they lead. They also could reflect pressure placed on the EPA by executive orders and 

presidential memoranda to act quickly on big-ticket issues like the Clean Power Plan. 

But Pruitt's pro-industry bent has convinced some current and former employees that he and 

his like-minded advisers are aiming to destroy the EPA from the inside. 

https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/20 17/11/9116619988/scott-pruitt-epa-dysfunction~staf.fll/25/2018 12:52:24 PM) 
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"Do the opposite thing you did 18 months ago": EPA staffers on the agency in the Trump era· Vox 

"Look, I think he does not support what the agency has been trying to do for 40 years," said 

William Ruckelshaus, EPA adminiStrator under Presidents Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan. 

"He wants to dismantle - not improve or reform -the regulatory syStem for protecting public 

health and the environment." 

Rachel Leven is a reporter on the environment and workers' rights team at the Center for 

Public Integrity, a nonprofit investigative news organization in Washington, DC. 

Was this article helpful? 

NEXT UP IN ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 

We know where the next big earthquakes will happen- but not when 

The trouble with Trump leaving climate change to the military 

Trump's new solar tariff to protect US manufacturers will hurt installers 

The government shutdown is sowing confusion at environmental and science agencies 

This graphic explains why 2 degrees of global warming will be way worse than 1.5 

Bitcoin's price crashed, but it's S\11! devouring an obscene amount of energy 

THE LATEST 

Rereading Virginia Woolrs A Room of One's Own in the 
#MeTooera 
ByConstance Grady 

Young women reported Larry Nassar for decades. No one took 
them seriously- until now. 
ByAnna North 

https://WW\V.vox.com/energy-and-environmenl/2017/11/9/166 1 9988/scott-pruitt-epa-dysfunction-staflll/2512018 12:52:24 PM] 
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EPA 
Oil lawyer gets waiver from Trump ethics pledge 
Kevin Bo£ardu~. E&E News reporter 

Published: Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Erik Baptist, fonnerly a top oil and gas industry attorney who is now working at U.S. EPA, has secured a 
limited waiver from President Trump's ethics pledge. 

In a !!!£!!!.Q posted online by the Office of Government Ethics, White House Counsel Don McGahn said he 
waived restrictions on fanner lobbyists joining the administration for Baptist. 

McGahn issued the waiver so Baptist could participate in EPA discussions regarding the renewable fuel 
standard, which the agency oversees. 

Frik Baptist 

"The facts that Mr. Baptist had not been a registered lobbyist for fourteen 
months prior to his appointment and signing the Ethics Pledge and that the 
activities that triggered his obligation to register as a lobbyist were limited, 
coupled with his deep understanding of the RFS program and the regulated 
industry, make him an ideal person to assist the Administrator and his senior 
leadership team to make EPA and its renewable fuel programs more efficient 
and effective," McGahn said in his memo, dated Aug. 25. 

Baptist was senior counsel for the American Petroleum Institute before 
joining EPA earlier this year as the agency's senior deputy general counsel 
(E&E New.> PM, June 27). 

At API, Baptist was registered to lobby for four years up until20I6. 
Disclosure records show he was one of the oil and gas group's several lobbyists working on legislation dealing 
with the RFS, including bills that would eliminate the program. 

In his memo, McGahn said he authorized Baptist "to participate personally and substantially in matters 
regarding" the RFS program and that he understood that Baptist will otherwise fully comply with the 
president's ethics pledge. 

Liz Bowman, an EPA spokeswoman, told E&E News, "Erik has received his ethics training, knows his 

responsibilities and is committed to serving professionally. 11 

Ethanol supporters have grown frustrated with EPA over its handling of the RFS under the Trump 
administration. The agency has recently hinted it may reduce the program's required volumes for some biofuels 
next year and in 2019 (E&E News PM, Sept. 27). 

Other political appointees at EPA have also avoided being held to Trump's ethics pledge. 

Nancy Beck, the deputy assistant administrator in EPA's chemicals office, joined the agency not as a political 
appointee but in an "Administratively Detennined" position. 

Consequently, Beck, who used to work for the American Chemistry Council, did not have to sign the pledge, 

according to ethics documents (Greenwire, Aug. 8). 
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POLITICO 

POLITICO 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 

EPA staffers, Trump official clashed over new chemical rules 
The Trump administration appears poised to cement key rules that were heavily shaped by 
an expert who was a top official for the chemical industry's lobbying group. 

By ANNIE SNIDER and ALEX GUILLEN I 06/22/2017 07:28PM EDT I Updated 06/22/2017 07:56PM EDT 
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According to the memo, the EPA plans to allow its initial analysis on the safety of a chemical to be limited only 
to some of its uses, rather than the full array of current and likely future uses. I Justin Sullivan/Getty Images 

The Trump administration released the nation's most important chemical-safety rules in 

decades Thursday- but only after making a series of business-friendly changes overseen by 

a former industry advocate who holds a top post at the EPA. 

Career agency employees had raised objections to the changes steered by EPA Deputy 

Assistant Administrator Nancy Beck, who until April was the senior director of regulatory 

science policy at the American Chemistry Council, the chemical industry's leading lobbying 

group. Those include limits on how broadly the agency would review thousands of 
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potentially hazardous substances, EPA staffers wrote in an internal memo reviewed by 

POLITICO. 

Such limits could cause the agency to fail to act on potential chemical uses "that present an 

unreasonable risk to health or the environment," EPA's top chemicals enforcement official 

argued in the May 23 memo. 

The rules are meant to implement last year's landmark rewrite of the 1976 Toxic Substances 

Control Act, a major bipartisan achievement in a deeply divided Congress. Both parties 

agreed that the law needed an update -the original version didn't even allow EPA to ban 

asbestos, a known carcinogen, and some states had begun to step in and create their own 

patchwork of regulations for chemicals. 

But the Trump administration's steps to implement the law, and Beck's role in particular, 

are drawing alarm from environmental groups and congressional Democrats. 

Melanie Benesh of the Environmental Working Group called Beck the "scariest Trump 

appointee you've never heard of," and pointed to a 2009 Democratic congressional report 

that accused Beck of working to delay and undermine EPA's chemical studies during her 

previous tenure at the OMB. 

Morning Energy newsletter 
Ttc2 source for energy and environment news -weekday mornings, in your in box. 

Your email. .. 

By signing up you agree to receive emait newsletters or alerts from POUT/CO. You can unsubscribe at any time. 

New Jersey Rep. Frank Pallone, the top Democrat on the House Energy and Commerce 

Committee, argued in a letter to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt on Wednesday that Beck's 

appointment "has the potential to undermine the scientific integrity of EPA's TSCA 

implementation and the consumer confidence we sought to build with a reformed TSCA." 

Pallone is seeking information about Beck's involvement with the chemicals rules and the 

issues she is ethically allowed to work on. 

Beck told POLITICO that she has been "very involved" with the rulemaking for the past two 

months at EPA. She also defended the changes in the rules. 
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"The development of a rule when you go from proposal to final, or even as you develop a 

rule, it just evolves over time," she said in an interview Wednesday, before the rules came 

out. "So I think that this has been a moving target, and will continue to be a moving target 

until it gets through the OMB review process." 

A statement from EPA's senior ethics counsel said Beck did not need to recuse herself from 

working on the TSCA rules because they are "matters of general applicability." The counsel 

added that Beck was cleared to consider comments her former employer had submitted. 

The American Chemistry Council spent more than $9 million on lobbying last year, and its 

employees and PAC donated $541,000 to federal candidates in the 2016 cycle, giving 

Republicans 21!2 times as much as it gave Democrats, according to the Center for 

Responsive Politics. 

EPA officials told POLITICO that the issues raised in the memo from the agency's Office of 

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance were part of a typical intra-agency consultation 

process. 

Jeff Morris, director of EPA's Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics the division 

charged with writing the rules implementing TSCA- said chemical safety officials met with 

the enforcement office "and talked through their comments, and based on that discussion, 

we moved forward with the rule. At the end of the day, OECA concurred on our approach." 

That doesn't mean the final rules necessarily incorporated OECA's suggestions, he added, 

but in the end it produced a rule "that we could all support." 

Thursday marked the anniversary ofthe 2016 revamp of the 40-year-old TSCA, which 

regulates the tens of thousands of chemicals used in the United States. It took Congress two 

years to hash out the compromise, ultimately winning support from chemical makers and 

some environmental groups for legislation that beefed up EPA's power to regulate harmful 

chemicals. 

FOURTH ESTATE 

Trump Doesn't Want to Be President 
By JACK SHAFER 

Rather than relying on EPA to prove that a substance was dangerous, the law shifted some 

of the burden to industry to show a chemical's safety. But TSCA also gave EPA latitude to 

determine how to go about examining thousands of chemicals - effectively setting the scope 
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of the review for substances ranging from corrosive chemicals used in refining to the paints 

and plastics in children's toys. 

EPA's plans to implement TSCA came out Thursday in the form of three final regulations 

known as the "framework rules." One rule lays out how EPA will set priorities for its 

assessments of chemicals, dividing them into high- and low-risk categories. Another rule 

details methods for studying the health and environmental risks of each chemical. And the 

third culls from EPA's list any substances not used commercially since 2006. 

That last change will ultimately shrink the inventory from Ss,ooo chemicals to around 

30,000, once companies weigh in on which chemicals they still use, according to a recent 

estimate from Jim Cooper, a senior petrochemical adviser at American Fuel and 

Petrochemical Manufacturers. Future use of those chemicals will be prohibited until the 

agency reviews them. 

Pruitt has made TSCA a top priority under his "back to basics" strategy, which has been 

marked by the rollback of several Obama-era environmental regulations, especially major 

rules on climate change. Funding for TSCA implementation would be increased under the 

Trump administration's 2018 budget proposal, while other chemical safety programs and 

nearly every other aspect of EPA would be cut sharply. 

"The activities we are announcing today demonstrate this Administration's commitment to 

providing regulatory certainty to American businesses, while protecting human health and 

the environment," Pruitt said in a statement releasing the rules. 

EPA's political leaders have pressed the agency's staff to meet the law's aggressive deadlines 

for writing new rules and evaluating individual chemicals, but environmentalists say they 

are more concerned with the substance of the implementation rules. Congressional 

Democrats and green activists were already worried about the approach an anti-regulatory 

administration might take to toxic substances, especially given President Donald Trump's 

past support for asbestos, which he once complained got a "bad rap." 

Those fears rose with the arrival of Beck, who worked as an OMB analyst for a decade before 

joining the American Chemistry Council. She represented the council at a March Senate 

hearing where she criticized the Obama administration's proposed TSCA implementation. 

EPA career employees, in turn, have expressed concern about the changes the 

implementation rules have taken since Beck arrived. 
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The staff memo reviewed by POLITICO was sent by the head of EPA's Waste and Chemical 
Enforcement Division to Wendy Cleland-Hamnett, the acting assistant administrator for 
EPA's chemical office, on the same day part of the final rules package was sent to the White 

House for review. It laid out a number of concerns about changes the Trump administration 

made to a section of the Obama EPA's January proposal governing which chemicals warrant 

the most thorough safety evaluation. 

Among those concerns was that EPA would consider only a limited set of uses for a chemical 

when deciding whether it warrants further scrutiny and then determining the risks to 

human health, rather than examining all the ways people could be exposed to it. For 

instance, while most Americans think of asbestos as a building material, its largest use by far 

in the U.S. today is in equipment used to make chlorine gas. Chemicals manufacturers have 

argued that that use needn't be considered, saying humans are highly unlikely to come in 

contact with the asbestos during that process, but environmentalists contend that EPA 

shouldn't ignore it when deciding how risky the chemical is for human health. 

CONGRESS 

Pelosi defiant as restless Democrats consider options 
By HEATHER CAYGLE and JOHN BRESNAHAN 

In an interview, Cleland-Hamnett said EPA is aiming to set the highest priorities for the 

chemical uses that present the greatest risk, and that it wasn't prohibiting a broader 

analysis. 

"Not that those are the only uses we would evaluate, but we do want to make sure that we're 

evaluating those uses," she said. "So I think we've addressed the concern that we might not 

evaluate the uses that could prevent unreasonable risk." 

This issue has been a chief sticking point among environmentalists, public health advocates 

and the industry. Chemical manufacturers may produce a substance for a specific use, said 

Richard Denison, lead senior scientist at the Environmental Defense Fund, but once it's put 

on the market, it can end up being used in a v.ide variety of ways. 

"That chemical that the company may intend to use solely in industrial settings may very 

well be bought by another company that decides to put it in a consumer product that is sold 

at your local hardware store," he said. 

But Mike Walls, vice president of regulatory and technical affairs at the American Chemistry 

Council, said the process should differentiate among various uses of each chemical to 

determine specific restrictions for each. 
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"Risks can be managed along a spectrum of measures, running from a ban at its most 

extreme, to things like labeling or warning requirements," he said. "So that risk-evaluation 

process is really critical." 

EPA also released a decision on the scope of its first 10 chemical reviews, which include 

asbestos, several dry-cleaning chemicals and a purple dye thought to hurt fish and other 

aquatic life. Industry groups are closely watching whether EPA decides to review those 

chemicals for all possible exposures, or whether it will limit its review to narrow, specific 

uses. Further study of those chemicals will take years. 

But even as greens have raised alarms about the efficacy of the new chemicals law under the 

Trump administration, both sides say industry has an interest in making sure it works. After 

all, it was lack of public trust in the old system that brought everyone to the table a year ago 

to fix it, said Dimitri Karakitsos, who negotiated the chemicals overhaul measure as a staffer 

for Senate Republicans. 

"Industry and Republicans care very much about a credible system that works, and so does 

EPA," said Karakitsos, now a partner at the law firm Holland & Knight. "If implementation 

isn't happening, states ramp up activity again, and that can result in an inconsistent 

patchwork of regulations and significant impediments to interstate commerce." 
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Water official gets waiver from Trump's ethics pledge 
K~YtnJ~s~g.<:lX~tq~. E&E News reporter 
Published: Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Dennis Lee Forsgren, the top political deputy in U.S. EPA's water office, has been given a limited waiver to 
President Trump's ethics pledge. 

White House counsel Don McGahn said in a .!!!.£!!!.Q that he granted a waiver to Forsgren from the pledge's 
restrictions placed on lobbyists joining the Trump administration. Under the pledge, Trump political 
appointees are barred from participating in issues they lobbied on within 
two years prior to their appointment. 

Forsgren, now EPA deputy assistant administrator in its Office of Water, 
was granted his waiver so he could talk with the Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians of Florida as part of the agency's response to Hurricane Irma. The 
tribe was a lobbying client of Forsgren's when he worked at HBW 
Resources, a consulting and advocacy firm, before he joined the agency 
this year. 

"I have determined that it is in the public interest to grant this limited 
waiver because of serious threat to life and the environment posed by 
Hurricane Irma to the Miccosukee Reservation and surrounding areas, and 
Mr. Forsgren's expertise and experience working with the Miccosukee 
Tribe," McGahn said in his memo, dated Oct. 2, and posted online by the Office of Government Ethics. 

"He is an ideal person to engage with the Tribe and assist the Administrator and his senior leadership team to 
make EPA's response to Hurricane Irma more efficient and effective." 

McGahn said that he authorized Forsgren to participate in matters involving the Miccosukee and that he 
understood the EPA official will comply with the remaining requirements of Trump's ethics pledge as well as 
other federal ethics rules. 

EPA itself had requested the waiver for Forsgren. Kevin Minoli, the agency's acting general counsel, requested 
in his own .!!!.£!!!.Q to McGahn that the White House waive the ethics pledge's limitations on lobbyists for the 
water official. 
Minoli noted Forsgren had represented the tribe from 2000 to 2003, 2005 to 2012 and again in 20I6 until his 
appointment at EPA this June (Greenl<'ire, June 27). Forsgren worked on several issues for the tribe, including 
Army Corps projects, restoring the Everglades and water quality. 

Forsgren developed an "unmatched" understanding of the tribe among EPA officials and had developed "a 
personal relationship" with many of the tribe's leaders, Minoli said, making him ideal to talk to the Miccosukee 
during an emergency, as well as understand how their reservation is affected by water levels. 

EPA's acting general counsel said Administrator Scott Pruitt must be able to use all his senior staff in response 
to the hurricane, especially Forsgren's "unique expertise" when it comes to the Miccosukee. Consequently, 
Minoli requested the waiver for Forsgren so he could "effectively carry out his duties" as deputy assistant 
administrator in EPA's water office. 

Forsgren is not the first EPA official to receive a waiver from Trump's ethics pledge. 
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Erik Baptist, senior deputy general counsel at EPA, also secured a limited waiver. At the agency, Baptist has 
been allowed to participate in matters involving the renewable fuel standard, an issue he was registered to 
lobby on as senior counsel for the American Petroleum Institute (E&E News PM, Oct. 3). 
Forsgren may soon have a new boss at the water office. The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
advanced several of Trump's nominees today, including David Ross, the president's pick for water chief at 
EPA (see related ,florr). 
Twitter: 'a 1\.c\inBooanlth Email: khogardu~'tf·t.•enen\.U('t 
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Expect EPA chief Scott Pruitt's 
reckless spending to continue in 2018 

1,634 

In 2017. the Trump admmistratian established dangerous new norms in 

env~ronmental policy For the com1ng year, It's become obvious what's "in" and 

whal's"out" 

Regarding EPA, and according to this \M11ts House, fossd fuel energy lobbyists 

are in, and federal sc1enhsts and engineers are out 
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Permits for offshore oil and gas drilling and mineral extraction at our national 

monuments are in, and air pollution regulations and water contamination 

protocols are out. ~~9~-~!-~i,!!'S climate denial and his refusal to release 
documents supporting his claims are in, while the federal ''endangerment 

finding~ that enabled President Obama's climate actions including the Paris 

Agreement is out. 

Ada~\:f~~,.O. months. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt 

has devastated EPA by dismantling its science directives to protect public 

health and the environment. VVhat will result from backing industry interests over 

defending public health for 300 million Americans? Only time will tell. Here is an 

inventory of the major investigations of Donald Trump's EPA expected to come 

to fruition in 2018. 

Administrator Scott Pruitt is one of several Trump cabinet members (including 

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, Energy Secretary Rick Perry and former Health 

and Human ServiCe"SSe;;~·tary Tom Price), who WBf~-·CBUght taking expensive 

private planes for government business on the public's dime. 

EPA's Inspector General Arthur Elkins, Jr. is now investigating Pruitt's travel 

through Sept. 30, 2017, considering the "frequency, cost. and extent" and 

whether travel policies were followed to prevent waste, fraud and abuse. Pruitt 

used private and military jet travel instead of commercial airlines for EPA work 

on four occasions at a cost of nearly $60,000. He traveled 48 of his first 92 days 

as administrator- 43 of those days included stops in his home state of 

Oklahoma. 

The second investigation questions Pruitt advocating lobbying. At a meeting 

with the National Mining Association in April, he exhorted mining association 

members to tel! Trump to withdraw from the Paris climate deal. 

Pruitt's staff also pressed lawmakers and conservative groups to publicly 

criticize the climate agreement, increasing public pressure on the resident. 

Afterward, mining association executives voted to support the U.S. withdrawal. 

These actions exemplify a potentially larger pattern of illegal activities by Pruitt 

and EPA staff as these directives from a cabinet member may violate anti~ 

lobbying laws for government officials. 

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) provides legal opinions on anti

lobbying questions. But first. the EPA's inspector general must "develop a 

comprehensive factual record" for conducting the analysis. He has not 
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forwarded its investigation's findings to the GAO. Once it does, the GAO will 

complete its inquiry. 

The GAO will also investigate an appearance of impropriety by Pruitt in a 

video sanctioned by the National Canlemen's Beef Association to promote 

weakening EPA's Waters of the U.S. (\NOTUS) rule. 

In this review to rescind or revise the Clean Water Rule, Pruitt essentially urged 

the public to comment in favor of repealing the rule. The video advises viewers 

"tell EPA to kill \NOTUS." 

The GAO investigation will examine if Pruitt violated laws on the use of 

appropriated funds for lobbying, publicity and propaganda purposes and for 

violations of the Anti-Deficiency Act. Obviously, calling on the public to support a 

rule's withdrawal does not appear fair, impartial or open-minded, and 

undermines the idea that public participation matters 

Yet another investigation will consider possible ethical violations from Pruitt's 

insistence that he did not use a personal email address for official EPA business 

and for speeches he gave to conservative organizations about environmental 

policy while he was Oklahoma attorney general 

He also ran afoul of professional responsibility in rules for Oklahoma Bar 

Association lawyers for possibly lying under oath and violation of ethical rules 

associated with the practice of law. Once the investigation is complete, the bar 

association's Professional Responsibility Commission may take disciplinary 

action against him. 

The complaint asserts that Pruitt violated Oklahoma's rules of professional 

conduct for attorneys when he testified during his confirmation hearing for EPA 

administrator that he did not use a personal "me.com" email address for official 
state business. Oklahoma pubhc~records revealed that he received at !east one 

email message at his "me.com" email address 

The GAO opened one more inquiry into whether EPA circumvented the Trump 
administratJon·s own ethics rules when hiring certain agency employees 

To fulfill his promise to "'drain the swamp" in Washington, Trump issued an 

executive order last January prohibiting executive branch employees from 

participating "in any particular matter" on which they had lobbied in the two 
years before their appointment 

In August, Tom Carper (0-Del.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RL), asked GAO 

to investigate a violation of Trump's lobbying rules. The senators alleged that 
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EPA bypassed that order by hiring certain political appointees under a provision 

of the Safe Drinking Water Act that authorizes the EPA to hire up to 30 people 
~without regard to civil service laws .. , 

The senators' joint statement said, "The whole point of ethics laws is to give the 
American people confidence that the work of their government is being 
conducted fairly, honestly, and free from special interest sway. But when an 
agency can just ignore those rules- and congressional oversight- the result 
often leads to corruption and scandaL~ 

EPA's inspector general has agreed to review whether Pruitt misused 
appropriated funds when he spent $25,000 installing a secure, soundproof 
communications booth in his office. According to a government contracting 
database, Pruitt also paid $7,978 more to remove closed~circuit television 
equipment to accommodate the booth in an area off his third-floor office. Pruitt 

has come under fire for building the booth when a Sensitive Compartmented 

Information Facility that guards against electronic surveillance and suppresses 
data leakage of sensitive information is already available to him at EPA 

headquarters. 

On Dec 18, Sen. Carper se~t a letter to EPA's inspector general asking to 
expand his current s.udit of Pruitt's travel a third time to include the 
administrator's recent four-day junket to Morocco to increase exports of U.S. 
liquefied natural gas. It's suspicious since natural gas exports do not fall within 
the EPA's mission. Flying first class, the trip cost taxpayers $40,000. 

Given the scope and seriousness of the allegations, we think the inspector 
general will likely grant this request Carper added, "I presume Mr. Pruitt is 

aware his agency's inspector general is conducting an investigation into his 

questionable trs.vel, which makes his decision to take this trip an odd choice at 
best." 

So. inspector general investigations are in, while Pruitt has been at EPA's helm 

for only 10 months. And, they are expected to provide lots of drama in 2018. 

John O'Grady is President of the American Federation of Government 
Employees (AFGE) National Council of EPA Locals #238 representing over 
8,000 bargaining unit employees at the US. EPA nationwide. 
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Industry gains clout within Pruitt's 
EPA 

16 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has taken an industry~friendly turn 

under the Trump administration 

Administrator Scott Pruitt is moving to address several top pnorities of the 

energy, agnculture and automotive sectors and has been meeting frequently 

With 1ndustry representatives, according to h!s schedules. He has also chosen 

people With close mdustry ties for Important posibons 
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Ad-t~m~r shift from the Obama administration, when business groups felt 
that they were shut out of the process. 

"It was the Obama administration that abandoned a successful, consensusM 

based energy strategy that had prevailed throughout the entire postMwar period, 

one that encouraged all energy sources,~ said Luke Popovich, spokesman for 

the National Mining Association. 

"The current administration is simply returning to this time~tested approach. 

Americans are now more likely to benefit from a more secure and resilient grid 

built on baseload power as well as renewable power.'' 

The mining association has advocated against the EPA's rules on toxic water 

pollutants from coal-fired power plants; its Clean Water Rule, which would have 

put small waterways under the EPA's jurisdiction; and its Clean Power Plan, 

which would have limited carbon dioxide emissions from power plants, among 
others 

Pruitt has delayed or worked to roll back all of those policies. He also spoke to 

the group's leadership in April. 

Environmental groups have gotten less attention from the EPA They fear the 

agency's core mission is taking a back seat to the interests of industry. 

"This man's entire career has been devoted to dismantling the EPA, going after 

the fundamental environmental laws that we all count on to protect public 

health," said Liz Perera, climate policy director at the Sierra Club. The group has 

not met with Pruitt since he was confirmed in February. 

"lfv'hat does surprise us is that the public isn't as outraged as they should be, 

and they don't know." 

The EPA released Pruitt's meeting schedules from April to September on 

Friday. The calendar shows that Pruitt has met frequently with industry groups 
or companies with interests at the EPA, like the American Gas Association, the 

Auto Alliance. Valero Energy Corp. and state agriculture associations 

"As EPA has been the poster child for regulatory overreach, the Agency is now 
meeting with those ignored by the Obama administration,p Liz Bowman said. "As 

we return EPA to its core mission, Administrator Pruitt is leading the agency 

through process, the rule of law and cooperative 

federalism.~ 

At times, Pruitt's meetings preceded major decisions favorable to those groups 



1137 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00403 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
92

1

or companies. For example, he met with leadership of the Pebble Limited 

Partnership shortly before withdrawing a proposal from the Obama 

administration to pre-emptively block a major mining project the company 

planned in Alaska 

VVhile environmental groups are getting less face time at the EPA, they have not 

been shut out 

Pruitt's calendar shows that he has met with officials from the Nature 

Conservancy, the Audubon Society and Trout Unlimited, as well as Bob 

Perciasepe, an EPA deputy administrator under President Obama and current 

head of the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions. 

Pruitt also met in May with leaders from the American Academy of Pediatrics, 

which advocates for stronger air pollution rules. 

In line with the rest of the administration, Pruitt's biggest focus at the EPA has 

been reducing regulations Frequently. he's taken those actions after receiving 

an industry request. 

His decision not to further restrict the use of the pesticide ch!orpyrifos came 

after pleas from industry. So did his delays of Obama's methane regulations for 

oil and natural gas drilling, his postponement of Obama's rule on chemical plant 

safety plans and his embrace of industry-supported regulations governing how 

the agency will review chemicals for safety. 

And as Pruitt and Trump move to fill out leadership roles at the 15,000-person 

agency, they are often recruiting people who have been in the trenches battling 

EPA regulations 

Michael Dourson, tapped to lead the chemical safety office, has run an 

organization that conducts industry-friendly analyses of chemicals. 

V\/illiam Wehrum, slated to be the top air regulator at the EPA, is an attorney at 

Hunton & WtUiams, representing major business clients who are fighting EPA 
rules, 

Elizabeth Bennett. meanwhile, was recently put in charge of public engagement 
She previously lobbied at the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 

Business leaders say Pruitt is striking an effective balance and keeping 

necessary rules and programs in place 

"We have been pleased with the response from EPA regarding eliminating 
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duplicative and tneffective progr.,ms as well as regulatory requirements that 

needlessly delay infrastructure projects,' sa1d Dave McCurdy, president of the 
Amencan Gas Assocmt10n 

"We have also highlighted for them programs we behave are VItal to matntam, 

liketheGreenhouseGaslnventory" 

But Pruitt's octions at the EPA suggest nothmg less than an Industry takeover 

"The Amencan people expect the1r public officials to be worKtng on behalf of all 

of them and not a select few, but with the Trump EPA you see meeting after 
meeting With industry and then Pruitt act1ng in their favor," Liz Purchm, the 

EPA's top spokeswoman under Obama, sa1d of Prwtfs schedule 

"It's not much of a vis1on for the ogency, It's JUSt trymg to d1smantle any acbon 

thatwasdoneundertheObamaadmtnJStrat;on' 
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A lawyer picked to be one of the 
EPA's senior attorneys says he is 
learning about areas of the agency 
that he "did not touch" during his 
lobbying experience for an oil and 
natural gas trade association. 

"The litigation and lobbying efforts I 
worked on revolved around fuel 
issues," Erik Baptist, former senior 
counsel at the American Petroleum 
Institute and the Trump's 
administration's pick for the 
Environmental Protection Agency's 
senior deputy general counsel, told 
Bloomberg BNA. "Those were in 
small particular areas relating to 
what EPA does overall." 

Baptist's selection was among 
almost four dozen political 
appointees hired to fill various 
positions under Administrator Scott 
Pruitt, according to a June 27 memo 
sent by EPA Chief of Staff Ryan 
jackson. These political aides do not 
require Senate confirmation. 

Baptist was a registered lobbyist 
from 2012 to 2016 during his six 
years as the counsel and then 
senior counsel at the American 
Petroleum Institute, the national 
trade association for oil and natural 
gas producers. While at the 
institute, he lobbied on issues such 
as the Keystone XL pipeline, the 
renewable fuel standard, and 
transportation of crude oil. 

As senior deputy general counsel, 
Baptist will provide legal advice to 
the agency's policymakers for 
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implementing environmental laws. 
Baptist said that his game plan is to 
"work hard, learn a lot, and listen to 
those who have the internal 
knowledge here at EPA about the 
regulations and laws that affect the 
nation's environment in addition to 
providing legal advice to the EPA 
policy staff." 

Baptist is the latest EPA appointee 
with ties to the fossil fuel industry. 
Pruitt has been criticized by 
environmental groups for his close 
ties to the energy sector. Several 
other agency officials who have 
worked in or represented fossil fuel 
companies include: 

• Troy Lyons from the 
congressional relations office 
who previously worked at BP 
and Hess Corp.; 

• Patrick Traylor, the deputy 
assistant administrator for 
enforcement who represented 
several fossil fuel companies 
while at Hogan Lovells; and 

• Lee Forsgren, a new addition to 
the EPA water office who is a 
former NASA official and ex
lobbyist whose clients included 
General Electric Co. and Babcock 
& Wilcox Enterprises Inc. 

Government, Private Sector 

Experience 
Prior to his work at the American 
Petroleum Institute, Baptist was an 
attorney focused on investigations 
at the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission's enforcement office 
for two years. Before that, he was 
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an associate at McDermott Will & 

Emery LLP, where he worked 

primarily on commercial litigation. 

"Erik is a very accomplished lawyer 

and we wish him all the best in his 

new role at EPA," API spokesman 
Michael Tadeo wrote in an emaiL 

Baptist brings expertise in energy 

law and years of legal experience in 

the private and government sector 

that have shown his ability to 

master new subject areas quickly, 

colleagues say. 

"He takes his work extremely 
seriously without taking himself too 

seriously," jeremy Medovoy, a 

longtime friend and colleague of 
Baptist, told Bloomberg BNA. "He 

works very hard to master a 

subject." 

Medovoy, an attorney-adviser at 

FERC, said that he's been "joined at 

the hip" with Baptist since they met 

on their first day of law school in 

2001 and stayed dose friends when 

they both worked at McDermott Will 
& Emery and then FER C. Medovoy 

said that Baptist will bring a fair and 

balanced approach to the agency. 

joshua Rogaczewski, a partner at 

McDermott Will & Emery, told 

Bloomberg BNA that he has known 

Baptist for 13 years since he started 

as a summer associate at the law 

firm. He said that while Baptist was 

a generalist at the firm, he has 

honed skills in energy and resource 
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law at FERC and the American 
Petroleum Institute. 

"I'd say Erik's expertise is identifying 
issues and coming up with creative 
solutions," Rogaczewski said. 

To contact the reporter on this 
story: Catherine Douglas Moran in 
Washington at cmoran@bna.com 

To contact the editor responsible 
for this story: Rachael Daigle at 
rdaigle@bna.com 
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How Rollbacks at Scott Pruitt's E.P.A. Are a Boon to Oil and Gas· The New York Times 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT TRUMP RULES 

How Rollbacks at Scott Pruitt's E.P .A. 
Are a Boon to Oil and Gas 
By HIROKO TABUCHI and ERIC UPTON MAY 20, 2017 

0 

f)pvoH Em•rgy's Bea\'er Creek gas plant outside Riverton, \Yyo. The company was pn'pan:'tl to 
to rNluce emissions of hazardous air pollution. Since Scott Pruitt 

Environmental Protection Agency, the company has pulled hack from its 

https://\n11W.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environmentJdevon·energy.html[l/22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 

D 
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How Rollbacks at Scott Pruitt's E.P.A. Are a Boon to Oil and Gas- The New York Times 

FREMONT COUNTY, Wyo. -In a gas field here in Wyoming's struggling 
energy corridor, nearly 2,000 miles from Washington, the Trump 
administration's regulatory reversal is crowning an early champion. 

Devon Energy, which runs the windswept site, had been prepared to install a 
sophisticated system to detect and reduce leaks of dangerous gases. It had 
also discussed paying a six-figure penalty to settle claims by the Obama 
administration that it was illegally emitting So tons each year of hazardous 
chemicals, like benzene, a known carcinogen. 

But something changed in February just five davs after Scott Pruitt, the 
former Oklahoma attorney general with dose ties to Devon, was sworn in as 
the head of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Devon, in a letter dated Feb. 22 and obtained by The New York Times, said 
it was "re-evaluating its settlement posture." lt no longer intended to move 
ahead with the extensive emissions-control system, second-guessing the 

E.P.A.'s estimates on the size of the violation, and it was now willing to pay 
closer to $25,000 to end the three-year-old federal investigation. 

Devon's push back, coming amid an effort to ease a broad array of federal 
environmental rules, is the first known example under the Trump 
administration of an accused polluter - which has admitted violating the 
law- backing away from a proposed environmental settlement. It is already 
being hailed by other independent energy companies as a template for the 
future. 
"Not in our wildest dreams, never did we expect to get everything," said 
Kathleen Sgamma, president of Western Energy Alliance, a Denver-based 
association of independent oil and gas companies. "We were kind of used to 

getting punished." 

The extraordinary about-face reflects the onset of an experiment in 
President Trump's Washington that is meant to fundamentally reorder the 

relationship between government and business. Across the federal 
government, lobbyists and lawyers who once battled regulations on behalf of 
business are now helping run the agencies they clashed with. 

Mr. Trump and his team believe that loosening the regulatory grip on 
business will help the economy, create jobs and allow Americans "to share in 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy .html[ 1/22/20 18 12:39:58 PM] 
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the riches," as he said during the campaign. But in the energy field, 
environmentalists, Democrats and even some in the industry fear the efforts 
will backfire, harming health and safety without creating much economic 

benefit. 

The E.P.A. has not yet made a public response to Devon's new posture, and 
Mr. Pruitt declined to comment for this article. But the new approach 
follows a series of important victories for the energy industry in Washington 
that could reshape environmental policy on a national scale and undermine 
the Obama administration's campaign to combat climate change. 

In just the last three months, with Mr. Pruitt in charge, the E.P.A. postponed 
a long-planned rule requiring companies like Devon to retrofit drilling 
equipment to prevent leaks of methane gas - a major contributor to climate 
change and to collect more data on how much of the gas is spewing into 
the air. 

The Interior Department, meanwhile, announced this month that it would 

reconsider a separate rule limiting the burning of unwanted methane gas 
from wells drilled on federal and Indian lands, a process called flaring. That 
announcement came the same day the Senate narrowly rejected industry 

calls to repeal the same rule. 

https:/ /www.nytimes.com/20 17105/20/husiness/energy-environment/devon-energy.httnl[ 1/22/2018 12:39:5 8 PM) 
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EnYiromncnt<~list~ cmhmcL:d ;;~fter tl:w Sl'Itate this month rd<'cted the repcul of an Intt'rior Jkpartnwnt rule curbing met ham' 
L'mi.ssion~. But 1hat same ;1fh'rnoon, the Trump ndministration announeetl it inknd('d to repeal or rcYi.S<' the rule anyway. 

Interior officials have also announced their intention to repeal or revise a 
contentious rule requiring companies like Devon to take eA'tra steps to 
prevent groundwater contamination caused by hydraulic fracturing, also 
known as fracking, a drilling technique in which chemicals and water are 

forced into rock formations. 

Environmental groups like the Natural Resources Defense Council and the 
Environmental Defense Fund are outraged by these moves, and have vowed 

to fight any rollbacks in court. 

"Devon is doing to the oil and gas industry what Donald Trump did to the 

https:/i\'<Ww.nytimes.com/2017/05/20/businesslenergy-environment!devon-energy.h.tmlfl/22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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Republican Party, pushing the whole agenda into a world of extremes," said 
Mark Brownstein, a vice president at the Environmental Defense Fund. 

The rollbacks cap a carefully coordinated campaign over the last eight years 
led in part by Devon, which is based in Oklahoma City and is the nation's 
eighth-largest natural gas producer, and Mr. Pruitt, who served six years as 
Oklahoma attorney general before Mr. Trump named him E.P.A. chief. 

Regulatory Rollbacks Devon 
Stands to Profit From 
1. Oil, coal and gas to}t$ltles rule 

i~:nt"Ph",(Cnf delayed the rule" 

2. Methane ~,~ITJisslq!'ls reporting 
request 

withdrew its request 

3. New ~~ihfJ standards 

withdrawn 

postponed 

Interior Department rule 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17 105/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy.html[ 1122/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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Devon and Mr. Pruitt, while he was still attorney general out West, teamed 

up to block new federal rules imposed by the Obama administration that 
required fossil fuel companies to more closely monitor oil and gas wells for 
leaks, and disclose chemicals used in hydraulic fracking. Devon also poured 
millions of dollars a year into lobbying - and hundreds of thousands into 
campaign contributions to Mr. Pruitt and other Republicans- as it pushed 
regulators and lawmakers in Washington to do away with the restrictions. 

For Devon and its industry allies, the turnaround is as startling as it is long
sought. 

"We are so used to not being able to move an agenda forward that it has 
been very surprising how quickly things have changed," Ms. Sgamma said. 

In Riverton, Wyo., a frontier city of dusty roads and squat brick buildings a 
half-hour drive from where Devon operates its gas field, a fossil fuel revival 
could not come quickly enough. 

Well-paying jobs in oil and gas- drilling wells, managing roustabouts- are 
fast disappearing, as production in the state declines because of a slump in 
energy prices. Government agencies are bracing for cuts to basic services, 
including children's health programs and security at the county jail, because 
of declining tax revenues from fossil fuel companies. 

Against that backdrop, Mr. Trump's defiant promises to free fossil fuels 
from their regulatory shackles have resonated here and across Wyoming, the 

country's second-biggest energy producing state after Texas. Mr. Trump 

scored his biggest margin of victory in Wyoming, beating Hilhn:y Clinton by 

46 percentage points. 

In Fremont County, home to Riverton, seven in 10 voters chose Mr. Trump; 

https:/ /www .nytimes.com/20 17 /05/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy .html[ I /22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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in Campbell County, the heart of Wyoming coal country, it was nine out of 

10, And there is a palpable disdain toward outsiders- especially those in 
Washington who local officials say are quick to vilify fossil fuels without a 
full understanding oflocal economic realities, 

"At the end of the day, we all just want to make sure we can prosper and 
raise our families," said Holly ,Jibben, a local councilwoman, a former rig 

worker and a mother, "When oil and gas profits, everybody profits," 

A Mutually Beneficial Friendship 

The invitation to lunch at the towering new Devon Energy Center in 

downtown Oklahoma City came to Mr. Pruitt in June 2012- 18 months 
into his tenure as Oklahoma's top law enforcement official- from Larry 

Nichols, a co-founder of what had become the city's biggest independent oil 

and gas company. 

Mr. Nichols and his father, .John, had created Devon in 1971, starting with 

https:/ 1\\IWW .nytimes.com/20 17 /05/20/business/energy-envirorunent/devon-energy .html{ 1/22120 18 12:39:58 PM] 
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four employees and a negative net worth of several million dollars, while 
sharing a receptionist at an office building not far from their new tower, an 
early company history says. 

Now, there was no denying Devon had reached extraordinary heights. 

The Devon tower, 50 stories high, was unlike anything ever built in 
Oklahoma. It was an Empire State Building of this fossil-fuel town, visible 
from miles away. It could even be seen far west of Oklahoma City, out 
toward the 430,000 acres in the center of the state where Devon's rigs were 
drilling new wells. 

Devon was riding a tremendous boom in oil and gas production in the 
United States that was fueled by the revolutionary new technologies that it 
had helped establish, like so-railed coal-bed natural gas, which uses 
advanced drilling techniques to extract methane gas from underground coal 

deposits. 

There was just one complication threatening Devon's ascent. President 
Barack Obama, unable to move many of his environmental goals through 
Congress, had adopted a new slogan: "\'Ve Can't Wait," a blunt statement 
that he intended to start using his executive powers to combat climate 

change. 

That's where Mr. Pruitt came in. 

"We'll meet Scott in the lobby when he checks in at our concierge desk," 
William F. Whitsitt, then the head of Devon's fast-growing public relations 
and lobbying operations, wrote in an email to Mr. Pruitt's executive 

assistant. 

Mr. Pruitt, a folksy, deeply religious former state legislator and minor

league baseball team general partner who was largely unknown on the 

national political stage, had won an upset victory in 2010. He had vowed to 

challenge Washington's intervention in Oklahoma's affairs. 

"There's a mentality emanating from Washington today that says, 'We know 
best,"' Mr. Pruitt said during the campaign, which was suppo1ted by a 
donation from Mr. Nichols, as well as Devon's political action committee. 

"It's a one-size-fits-all strategy, a command-and-control kind of approach, 

https:l/www.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy .html[ 1/22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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and we've got to make sure we know how to respond to that." 

Top, Larry ::\iehols, eo-founder of Devon Energ~·. talking to reporters as the 
mmpany moved into its new building in Oklahoma City in 2012. Ahove. :vir. Pruitt, 
then Oklahoma's attorney ~eneral, in his office in 2014. 

Devon, historically, had been a minor player in Washington. But that 
changed in the first year of the Obama presidency, when Devon's spending 

https:/lwww.nytimes.com/20 17105/20/business/energy-environment/devon·energy.html[ 1/22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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on lobbying jumped nearly 350 percent to $2.5 million. Devon brought on a 
team of politically connected lobbyists, including Anthony Ferate, known as 

A. J., a lawyer with close ties to Mr. Pruitt, as well as Rebecca Rosen, a 

former Capitol Hill staff member who had worked on the presidential 

campaign of Mitt Romney, the former Massachusetts governor. 

The first major target was an E.P.A. data-collection effort that had 

determined methane emissions caused by oil and gas operations were much 

larger than Devon's own calculations. Air pollution from the then-booming 

oil and gas industry was now being blamed for extreme declines in air 

quality in rural areas of Wyoming and Utah. One sparsely populated stretch 

of northeastern Utah had a worse ozone problem than Los Angeles during 

the peak of the energy boom. 

Devon initially participated in a voluntary program to capture leaking 

methane, or close off leaks, but was so suspicious of the Obama 

administration's intentions that it dropped out. 

And indeed, the administration soon announced a major expansion of 

federal regulations aimed at cutting overall industrv methane emissions_m: 

45-pB!Tilll. The oil and gas industry estimated just one of the new rules 

could cost more than a S8oo million ~in new compliance costs. 

Devon, furious, turned to Mr. Pruitt for help in pushing back. 

"Just a note to pass along the electronic version of the draft letter to Lisa 
Jackson at E.P.A.," said one early request for help in 2011 from Devon to Mr. 

Pruitt. Devon suggested that Mr. Pruitt follow up with Mr. Ferate, the 
company's Washington lobbyist and a fund-raiser for Republican causes, if 

he had questions. 

Mr. Pruitt did just as Devon asked, sending along the draft letter to Ms. 

Jackson, on his own stationery and under his signature, with only a few 

word changes. 

The interventions by Devon also targeted the Interior Department and its 

Bureau of Land Management, which controls 260 million acres of public 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/cnergy-environment/devon-energy.html[ 1/22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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land and leases out large chunks to oil and gas companies for drilling, 
including the land here in Fremont County. 

The bureau was pushing ahead with plans to require that Devon and other 
companies take extra steps to prevent chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing 
from contaminating groundwater, including a demand that Devon disclose 
the ingredients in millions of gallons of chemical-laced water it pumped into 
the federally managed land. 

Devon has a total of about 1,500 wells on bureau-controlled land, 
representing about 15 percent of its oil and gas production. 

Devon and Mr. Pruitt called the rules redundant in letters to federal 
officials, including the secretary of the Interior and Mr. Obama, while they 
also worked to challenge them in court and in Congress. 

Devon made targeted contributions to sympathetic Republican lawmakers, 
who introduced legislation to block the rules or collected signatures among 
their colleagues on letters pressing federal agencies to back down. Senator 
James Lankford, Republican of Oklahoma, was a particular favorite of 

~.as he repeatedly co-sponsored bills with names like "Fractming 
Regulations Are Effective in Stat\' !lands Act" that would block federal 
intervention. 

Devon Energy Political 
Giving 
Contributions from Devon Energy's political 
action committee and DeYon employees ramped 
up ahead of the 2ooB election. Giving to ''super 
PACs" and other outside SJWnding groups 
increased sharplv for the 2015-16 election cyele. 

Other recipients 

Republicans 
Democrats 

https://W\\~v.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy.html[ 1/2 2/2018 12:39:5 8 PM] 
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'08 '16 

Each of the pieces of this campaign fell into place as planned. But Mr. 

Obama and his aides were hardly about to fold. 

"Every day this was not attended to was a day we got closer to the tipping 
point when it would he very difficult, if not impossible, to prevent the 
kind of climate change damage we are worried about," said Janet McCabe, 
who led the air pollution enforcement division at the E.P.A. under Mr. 

Obama. 

Devon Energy, Ms. McCabe said, was among the most determined 

opponents of the agency's work, far more so, for example, than international 

giants like Shell. 

"In any regulated industry, there are companies that are more aggressive 

than others in pushing back at every turn and trying to stop the policy," she 

said. "Devon was one of those." 

https:/lwww .nytimes.com/20 17105120/business/energy-environment/devon-energy .html[l/22120 18 12:39:58 PM] 
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The Lifeblood of Riverton, Wyo. 
Riverton's mayor, John Baker, known as Lars, turned carefully onto a dirt 

road that winds through Devon's sprawling oil and gas fields just outside the 
city limits, a source of both pride and frustration in a frontier town the 
"Marlboro Man," Darrell Winfield, once called home. 

Since the early 1goos, oil and gas have been pulled from the ground here, a 

vast stretch of arid plains in a valley that runs down from Ye11owstone 
National Park- an almost lunar landscape dotted with dry clumps of 

sagebrush, and rock formations adorned with the petroglyphs etched by 
Native American tribes, which have inhabited the area for centuries. 

But production from the area's wells had slowed over recent decades, and 
Devon, known for its emphasis on new technologies, had a solution: It 

would inject carbon dioxide into the ground, putting pressure on 

https:/1\V\vw. nytimes.com/20 I 7 105/20/husiness/energywenvironmenlfdevon--energy .html[ 1122120 18 12:39:58 PM) 
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underground oil deposits and pushing them to the pump. 

The new method would allow Devon to ramp up production at the site from 

100 barrels a day to s,ooo, the company said. Statewide, drilling surged, 
with gas production more than doubling from 2000 to 2010. 

The roaring minerals economy filled state coffers with billion-dollar annual 
surpluses and brought jobs that kept the unemployment rate for much of 
that decade below the national average. 

"It was gang busters," said Mr. Baker, a former weed and pest control man, 
who points out the oil and gas rigs as fondly as he does the local flora and 
fauna, like the Indian paintbrush plant that was just starting to show its red 
flowers. 

Mr. Baker is not alone. In Riverton, a city of 11,ooo, the fading road signs -
Gas Hills, Oil Field Road - underline the importance of fossil fuels. Local 
officials talk of companies like Devon as good corporate citizens. 

For the last six Thanksgivings, Devon has helped a local group give food 
baskets to the needy. For years, the company has also donated to youth 

educational programs at local state parks. 

But even as production was rising, tensions were brewing with Washington. 
The Obama administration had made cracking down on fugitive emissions 
from oil and gas sites a national priority. 

By 2014, Devon stood accused by the E.P.A. of releasing So more tons a year 
of the harmful gases from its Beaver Creek plant in Wyoming than its permit 
allowed. The extra emissions amounted to a fifth more than the company's 
stated emissions of 361 tons in 2013, the most recent year for which data is 

available. 

This class of chemicals- known as volatile organic compounds- is 
extremely potent and is blamed for helping create blankets of smog. Several 

of the chemicals are known carcinogens. 

https:/ /www .nytimes.corn/20 17 /05/20/business/energy-environrnentldevon-energy .html[ 1/22/20 18 12:39:58 PM] 
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companies <tn' emboldened h~· thi:-; rernoh•nc;.;s tn not do an}1hing." he said. 

"You can smell it in the air," said John Fenton, a former Devon contract 
worker turned environmentalist who monitors oil and gas facilities scattered 
across Fremont County using an infrared camera. 

At Devon, Mr. Fenton repaired heating equipment and did general 
maintenance jobs. He later worked elsewhere in the gas fields welding pipes 
for as much as $50 an hour. But he stopped when wells started cropping up 
close to residential areas, including about 200 feet from his Fremont County 

ranch. His neighbors' water turned black. His wife, Catherine, complained of 

losing her senses of smell and taste. 

"These companies are emboldened by this remoteness to not do anything," 

he said. 

But 1\'lr. Fenton's concerns have not gained wider traction. Residents fret 

https://W\\w.nytimes.com/2017/05120/business/energy-environmenlldevon-energy.html[l/2212018 12:39:58 PM] 
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mostly about the crackdown on energy companies under Mr. Obama, which 
coincided with a downturn in oil and gas production brought on largely by a 
glut in the market and lower energy prices. That has made his tough 
approach a scapegoat for the downturn, and it is difficult to overstate the 
animosity toward federal environmental agencies. 

Wyoming was one of around two dozen states that sued to block regulations 
imposed by the Clean Power Plan, Mr. Obama's effort to rein in greenhouse 
gas emissions. On the campaign trail, Liz Cheney, daughter of former Vice 

President Dick Cheney and the state's sole member of the House of 
Representatives, repeatedly called for a reduction in the size and authority 

oftheE.P.A. 

"The E.P.A. is the evil empire here," said Steven R. Peck, publisher of The 
Ranger, Fremont County's daily newspaper. "But the regulatmy game hasn't 

changed as much as the oil and gas industry itself," he said. 

Get the Morning Briefing by 
Email 
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"People think, 'If we could just drill more wells a year,"' he said, "but we also 

need clean energy and jobs." 

In Riverton, empty houses dot the city. The unemployment rate hovered 

around 7 percent earlier this year before dropping in March to 6-4 percent 
as seasonal jobs kicked in. The area's largest private employers are casinos. 

"Everything's gone down, down," said Frenchie Warren, 59, a member of the 
Arapaho tribe, who sat killing time one recent afternoon on a bench next to 

https:llwvM .nytimes.com/20 17105120/business/energy-environment/devon-energy .html[ 1122120 18 12:39:58 PM] 
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a Shell gas station. 

Mr. Warren lost his $23-an-honr job at the SST Energy Corporation earlier 

this year after he mangled his hand in a chain, he said. He is bitter toward 
Washington politicians, who he said were squeezing the life out of Riverton. 

''They aren't helping us," Mr. Warren said. "If! had a gun, I'd shoot them." 

Frenchic Warren said he 1nst his joh at the SST Energy Cmvoration after injuring his hand. lie bus nn trust in \Vashington 
politicians. ''They ar('n't twlping Hs:' he said.' 

Tacking Hard in Another Direction 

Thev gathered in the Rachel Carson Green Room at the E.P.A.'s 

headquarters in Washington, about 75 agency employees in a high-ceiling 

conference room named after the famed environmentalist whose book 
"Silent Spring" helped inspire the modern environmenta1 movement. 

Mr. Pruitt, who a few days earlier had been confirmed as the new E.P.A. 

https://1,1/\.\>1.v.nytimes.com!20l7/05/20/business/energy·environmentJdevon-energy.htm!{J/2212018 12:39:58 PM) 



1161 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00427 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
94

5

How Rollbacks at Scott Pruitt's E.P.A. Are a Boon to Oil and Gas- The New York Times 

administrator, stood on the stage and tried to calm the nerves of the 
agency's staff in the room, as well as thousands more watching remotely. 

"You don't know me very well," Mr. Pruitt said. "In fact, you don't know me 
hardly at all other than maybe what you've read in the newspaper and seen 
on the news .... I look forward to sharing the rest of the story with you as we 
spend time together." 

Catherine McCabe, the outgoing acting administrator, presented Mr. Pruitt 
with a baseball cap that featured the agency's iconic logo Qf a blooming 

flower surrounded by a sphere that represents blue sk)', green earth and 
blue-green water. 

But it quickly became clear that a new day had arrived at the E.P.A. as Mr. 

Pruitt offered a hint of his priorities at the agency. "I believe that we as an 
agency and we as a nation can be both pro-energy and -jobs, and pro
environment," he said. "That we don't have to choose between the two." 

https://www .nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environmentldevon-energy .html[ 1/22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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Within weeks, the dismantling of the Obama-era rules was set in motion, 
first through broad proclamations from the White House as Mr. Trump 
signed executive orders, and later through specific administrative actions by 

Mr. Pruitt. 

In April, Mr. Pruitt notified the oil and gas industry that he was granting its 
wish to at least temporarily suspend the agency's new rule. "American 
businesses should have the opportunity to review new requirements, assess 

economic impacts and report back, before those new requirements are 

finalized," he said in a statement then. 

Devon Energy was poised to be a major beneficiary of the changes. 

Killing the methane rule would save Devon an estimated $430,000 a year in 
the four states where it operates wells, according to an analysis by the 
Environmental Defense Fund, although if industry estimates of the actual 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/20/business/energy·environment/devon-energy.html{l/22/2018 12:39:58 PM} 
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costs are accurate, the savings may be much higher. 

A month earlier, Mr. Pruitt had squelched a request from the E P A that 

15.000 oil and gas companies nationwide collect data on methane emissions 
to help the agency fine-tune its regulations. Devon and other companies 
feared the data would be used to justifY even tighter controls, so Mr. Pruitt 
canceled the requirement. 

Devon has other allies on the Trump team. 

A Devon lobbyist, Michael Catanzaro, resigned from his post and now is the 
top White House adviser on energy policy. His lobbying disclosure report 
filed on .Ian. 19- the day before Mr. Trump was sworn in -lists his 

lobbying work for Devon as targeting "methane emissions from oil and gas 
production." 

Ms. Rosen, the former Romney campaign worker who until late last year 

transition team meetings hosted by Mr. Trump's advisers after the election. 

The industry also has important allies in Congress, like Senator ,John A. 

Barrasso, Republican of Wyoming, the chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Environment and Public Works, which oversees the E.P.A. and the 
Interior Department. 

On the day the Senate voted, 54-46, to move ahead with Mr. Pruitt's 
confirmation, Mr. Barrasso walked off the Senate floor and headed to 
Charlie Palmer Steak, just across the street from the Senate side of the 
CapitoL Mr. Barrasso would not say who his guests were, but campaign 

finance records show that .lllCWJJJ..lLIJll'o!Jl!J'-.<L<l.!l2.LLU"-"LJJJ.m~'£JJl4.l.!.UJlWJ..ll.LU2 
came in from Devon, as well as Chevron, Shell, Koch Industries and the 

American Petroleum Institute. Mr. Barrasso has collected more than 
S5J)J2,__QJlo in contributions from the oil and gas industry in the last two 

years. 

https://v.ww.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy .httnl[ 1122/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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How Rollbacks at Scott Pruitt's E.P.A. Are a Boon to Oil and Gas· The New York Times 

Document: Devon 
Energy's I>ight Against 
Environmental Regulation 

Some Democrats in Congress have questioned whether Mr. Pruitt is taking 
actions explicitly to benefit Devon and other financial supporters. 

In a letter last month, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Democrat of Rlwde 

Island, and three other Senate Democrats pressed Mr. Pmitt to explain why 
he canceled the data-collection effort on methane - suggesting it might be a 
favor to industry friends. 

After a barrage of such questions, Mr. Pmitt agreed in early May to recuse 

himself from takin~ part in the a~ency's response to the lawsuits he had filed 
as attorney general, including one challenging theE P.A 's methane ru]e. 

Oil and gas companies are hoping that Mr. Pruitt's business-friendly 
approach will extended to enforcement issues. Devon was first targeted by 

the E.P .A. in 2014, after it was accused of illegally discharging So tons a year 
of volatile organic compounds into the Wyoming air. The company had been 
close to reaching a settlement with the federal government. 

Devon disclosed in a filing >\ith the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
on Feb. 15, that negotiations with the E.P.A. "may result in a fine or penalty 
in excess of $1oo,ooo." 

But two days after that disclosure, Mr. Pruitt was confirmed as E.P.A. 

administrator, and by the next week, Devon was changing its tune. 

https:llwww .nytimes.com/20 17105/20/business/energy·environmentldevon-energy .html[ 1122/20 18 12:39:58 PM] 
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The Bean•r Crrc-k phmt. :N"aturnl gas has bt>cn a honanza to W~'orninp;, v>hirh g<rq' President 
Trump his biggest margin of Ylctor.v in the l"kctlon. 

Instead of the proposed leak-detection system, the company was now 

planning to replace an older gas-fired compressor with an electrically 
powered unit, reducing volatile organic compound emissions by about 5 
tons a year. Devon also says that, after revisiting aspects of the case, it now 

"does not believe that a six-figure civil penalty is justified." 

Tim Hartley, a Devon spokesman, acknowledged that the company had laid 

out a shift in its negotiating position. But he attributed the change to 

"simple economics." 

https://W\vw.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environment/devon•energy.htm![ 1/221201 B 12:39:5& PM] 
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How Rollbacks at Scott Pruitt's E.P.A. Are a Boon to Oil and Gas- The New York Times 

The plant, he said, was marginal and had been considered for shutdown, 

and adopting a sophisticated leak-detection program there was not 

economically feasible, especially at a difficult time for the oil and gas 

industry. Devon's stock surged after Mr. Trump won the election, but has 

since dipped as oil prices have remained depressed. 

The cost of the leak-detection program would amount to about 20 percent of 

the plant's annual operating budget, the company said in its letter. 

Mr. Hartley said that the violations stemmed from a misinterpretation of 

complicated regulations and that Devon had not intentionally circumvented 

the rules. He said that Devon had not contacted Mr. Pruitt about the case. 

The E.P.A. has not yet made public the investigation, or its decision on a 

settlement. Andrew Mutter, a spokesman for the agency's Colorado regional 

office, which covers Wyoming, said that talks on the matter remained active. 

The Justice Department attorney in charge of the case did not return 

requests for comment. 

Mr. Hartley declined to comment on the effects for Devon of the wider 

regulatory rollback, saying it would be "pure speculation" to consider how 

the company might benefit. 

But Ms. Sgamma, the president of the Western Energy Alliance, which 

includes Devon, said that Devon is among several independent oil and gas 

companies now taking a tougher stand with the E.P.A. 

"I am not going to settle with you now, when this new administration has 

such a different philosophy," she said, explaining the new approach. "It 

makes sense to do a wait-and-see." 

Correction: May 20, 2017 

An earlier version of this article misidentified James Lankford as a senator 

r!f Utah. He is a senator· of Oklahoma. 

Hiroko Tabuchi reported from Wyoming, and Eric Lipton from Washington. 

Get politics and Washington news updates via ~. IwiMI and in the Morning 

Briefing newsletter. 

RELATED COVERAGE 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/05/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy.html[ 1/22/2018 12:39:58 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt's Mission to Remake the EPA! Time 

D SUBSCRIBE 

U S • SCOTT PRUITT 

Inside Scott Pruitt's Mission to Remake the EPA 

By JUSTIN \VORLAND 

Bonnie Wirtz was tending to her Minnesota farm one summer evening in 2012 when a crop duster 

http://time.com/4998279/company-man-in-washingtonl[l/22/2018 12:09:48 PM) 
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buzzed low overhead. The aircraft sprayed chemicals on her property, missing its target next door. 

Soon the fumes seeped into her home through the air conditioner, and Wirtz wound up in an 

emergency room, coughing and bewildered and worried about the health of her 8-month-old son. 

She had been sickened by a reaction to a pesticide called chlorpyrifos, which the agriculture 

industry uses to kill insects and worms on everything from cotton to oranges. A growing hody of 

scientific evidence has linked the pesticide to health problems in children. Indeed, Wirtz's son was 

diagnosed in 2015 with a developmental disorder that affects the functioning of the brain. It was 

the kind of episode that pushed the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that same year to 

propose banning the chemical altogether for most uses. 

Pmitt 

came to 

the EPA 

mission 

to 

change 

it from 

\\ilhin. 

But when Scott Pruitt took over in February, the agency reconsidered. Pruitt, a former Oklahoma 

attorney general, came to the EPA on a mission to change it from within. Since its founding in 

1970 under Republican President Richard Nixon, the agency's primary task has been to keep 

people safe from toxic pollutants. Pruitt has pioneered a radically different approach to 

environmental regulation, weighing impact on job growth and the concerns of business groups on 

a level plane with environmental protection when the law allows. In March, less than a month after 

speaking with the CEO of Dow Chemical, the primary maker of chlorp}Tifos, Pruitt reversed 

course, delaying a decision on the pesticide until2022. (An EPA spokesperson said the 

http:/ /time.com/49982 79/company~man~in~washington/[ 1/22/20 18 12:09: 48 PM} 
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conversation was brief and chlorpyrifos was not discussed.) 

In an interview with TIME on Oct. 18, Pruitt dismissed criticism of his industry-friendly approach. 

"I don't spend any time with polluters. I prosecute polluters," he says. "What I'm spending time 

with is stakeholders who care about outcomes. I think it's the wrong premise. It's Washington, 

D.C.-think to look at folks across the country-from states to citizens to farmers and ranchers, 

industry in general-and say they are evil or wrong." 

But the sharp turn at the EPA and Pruitt's close ties to the industry have raised questions about 

whose interests the agency is protecting. Since he took office, more than a dozen EPA regulations 

have been killed or put under review, from fuel-efficiency standards to regulations on the disposal 

of coal ash to restrictions on toxic metals like arsenic in waterways. Moreover, the Trump 

Administration has proposed slashing funding for the agency's law-enforcement branch, which 

identifies polluters under existing regulations. 

All this has aided businesses, propping up the declining coal industry, ensuring profit margins for 

chemical makers and reducing compliance costs for farmers. But the change has also weakened an 

agency designed to save lives. "They're trying to deconstruct and dismantle the basic protections," 

says Mustafa Ali, a career EPA official who resigned in March after 24 years. "They're creating 

situations where more folks are going to get sick, some folks are going to die, more folks are going 

to be put in harm's way." 

Pruitt's work at the EPA is part of the Trump Administration's larger project of rolling back 

http://time.com/4998279/company~man-in-washingtonl[l/2212018 12:09:48 PM] 



1170 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00436 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
95

4

Scott Pruitt's Mission to Remake the EPA I Time 

decades of regulations across government. From the Departments of Education to Energy to 

Housing and Urban Development, Trump has appointed Cabinet Secretaries who are openly 

skeptical about the missions of the departments they now control. 

Pruitt's quest to remake the agency has gotten push back from all sides: environmental groups that 

sue over every move, career staff reluctant to gut the EPA and even hard-line conservatives who 

think he moves too slowly. The outcome of these fights will he pivotal, not just for the Trump 

Administration and its supporters in industry but also for the well-being of millions of Americans. 

Pruitt has made his immense wood-paneled office in Washington's Federal Triangle his own. 

Framed baseball jerseys decorate one wall. Ronald Reagan memorabilia is displayed in a cabinet 

alongside a Fox News mug, and a bison bust rests on his desk in homage to his home state of 

Oklahoma. In conversation, he slips between chitchat and complicated policy, wrapping 

statements questioning the legitimacy of climate change in lawyerly language. 

Yet Pruitt does not seem entirely at home atthe EPA. His suite on the third floor of its neoclassical 

headquarters is often off-limits to most career staff. He travels with a 24-honr security detail, an 

unusual and costly move. During the early months of his tenure, he often chose a staffer's office to 

make calls, presumably to stave off leaks. More recently, he installed a $24,570 soundproof booth 

to ensnre that his phone calls are secure. 

Pruitt rankled many of the agency's career employees from the start. In a February speech, he 

painted the EPA as a federal bureaucracy run amok. He would change that, he declared shortly 

thereafter, by "getting back to basics" at the agency. "Our job is to enforce the law," Pruitt tells 

http://time.com/4998279/company~man~in~washington/(lf22/2018 12:09:48 PM] 
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TIME. "What has happened the last several years is that this agency-among others, but this 

agency particularly-has taken those statutes and stretched them so far." 

Environmental 

activists 

protest on the 

National Mall 

on April29. 

At the center of this realignment is a change in how the EPA assesses the costs and benefits of 

regulations. In Pruitt's view, protecting the environment is just one element of his job as the 

country's chief environmental regulator, on par with promoting the economy. The move to protect 

business comes as little surprise to those who have followed Pruitt's rise. Pruitt made his 

reputation in Republican circles as one ofthe EPA's toughest critics; as Oklahoma attorney 

general, he sued the agency 14 times. A 2014 New York Times report documented how on several 

occasions Pruitt sent complaints to the EPA at the request of energy companies, copying their 

proposed language nearly word for word on his official letterhead. Since moving to Washington, 

Pruitt has selected former industry officials as chief advisers. Schedules released in response to 

open record requests show that his calendar has been crammed with meetings with industry 

executives, from the president of Shell Oil Co. to Bob Murray, the Ohio coal baron. The rare 

meetings he has taken with environmental groups have not accomplished much. "None of us are 

under any illusion about who he is and what he represents," David Yarnold, who heads the 

National Audubon Society, told TIME after meeting with Pruitt in April. 

http://time.com/4998279/company-man-in-washington/[ l/22(1018 12:09:48 PM] 
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Pruitt's approach to dismantling environmental regulations often follows a pattern. First, the 

administrator meets with an industry group. Then the group petitions for a regulatory change. 

Soon after, Pruitt announces a review along the lines the group requested. In most cases, Pruitt 

does not argue that regulations have no benefits. Instead, he attacks them as inconsistent with the 

letter of the law and argues that the economic costs outweigh the benefits. 

Take the Clean Power Plan, which was devised by the Obama Administration as a way to fight 

climate change. Many conservatives abhor the rule because it intervenes in state energy policy and 

hurts the GOP-friendly coal industry. When it was announced in 2015, the EPA estimated the 

measure would slash the amount of sulfur dioxide emitted by power plants by 90% and cut 

nitrogen oxides by more than 70%. Both pollutants contribute to smog as well as a substance 

known as particulate matter, which triggers heart attacks, aggravates asthma and affects lung 

function. According to the EPA's 2015 analysis, the plan would have saved 3,600 lives by 2030 aud 

offered health and climate benefits of at least $34 billion a year. 

http://time.com/4998279/company~man·in·washingtonl[l/22/2018 12:09:48 PM} 
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But Pruitt rejects the idea that the agency should consider such health data and tells TIME that 

addressing such pollution should be left to other regulations. As he reviewed the Clean Power Plan 

over the past seven months, Pruitt has focused instead on the billions of dollars that the regulation 

costs the coal and power industries, accusing the Obama Administration of federal overreach. The 

rule was stayed by the Supreme Court, bolstering Pruitt's overreach argument. "We shouldn't put 

up fences. We shouldn't say we have this tremendous natural resource, don't touch it," Pmitt tells 

TIME. The EPA, he says, should be about "managing that natural resource-whether it's water or 

fossil fuels or land." In October, Pruitt began the process of canceling the plan. 

He's right that the regulation would have hastened the decline of the coal industry, though energy 

analysts say his move won't save it. And coal carries costs of its own. "It's extremely shortsighted," 

Christine Todd Whitman, a former Republican governor who ran the agency for two years under 

President George W. Bush, says of Pruitt's opposition to the plan. "To clean up the air, to help 

reduce that from an economic point of view makes a huge amount of sense." 

Pruitt has taken a similar approach to chlorpyrifos. The EPA banned the chemical from most 

residential usage in 2000, citing a suspected link to brain defects in children. Since then, scientific 

data has shown that farmworkers and children in agricultural communities are particularly at risk. 

One study by researchers at the University of California, Berkeley, indicated that children born in 

close proximity to a farm where the chemical has been used have lower IQs than their counterparts 

horn elsewhere. Another study of pregnant women by Columbia University researchers found that 

exposure to the chemical changes the brain structure oftheir children. But farmers around the 

world rely on chlorpyrifos. And while Dow Chemical does not say how much it makes from the 

product, the company has said in court that it would be "significantly impacted" by a ban. In 

addition to those costs, Pruitt has argued that the science is not conclusive. A federal court ruled in 

the EPA's favor on the matter in ,July. 

http://time.com/4998279/company-man-in~washingtoni[l/22!2018 12:09:48 PM] 
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Pruitt's moves alarm not only environmentalists and public health advocates but also many 

moderate Republicans. "There is no precedent for the range of apparently skeptical re\~ews of EPA 

regulations," says William Reilly, who ran the agency under President George H.W. Bush. ''I'm not 

confident that the integrity to the entire legal apparatus is really safe." Some industry officials who 

worry about economic stability almost as much as overregulation say Pruitt may tip the balance 

too far in one direction, setting up the agency for another dramatic shift when a new President 

comes to town. "Virtually everyone in the business community believes that EPA needs to issue a 

replacement rule" to address climate change, says Jeff Holmstead, a senior EPA official under 

George W. Bush who now represents energy companies. "They think they would be better off with 

a reasonable regulation than with no regulation at all." 

Meanwhile, critics on the right complain that Pruitt has not gone far enough. Myron Ebell, who led 

Trump's EPA transition team, says he wauts Pruitt to challenge the EPA's endangerment finding

the scientific document underpinning the agency's global-warming regulation. "It's essential," 

Ebell says. But Pruitt is savvy about which battles he picks. Challenging the endangerment finding 

would trigger a legal fight much like that which ensnared Trump's ill-fated travel ban. Instead, 

Pruitt has de~ sed a strategy to publicly debate-and likely undermine-climate science while 

working bureaucratic channels to weaken regulation behind the scenes. 

All this has earned Pruitt Trump's ear as well as his praise. Trump has cited the work of the EPA, 

and the decision to withdraw from the Paris Agreement-a move that bears Pruitt's fingerprints

on a short list of his top accomplishments. "One of the biggest areas of success for the Trump 

Administration has been turning around really big regulations," says West Virginia attorney 

general Patrick Morrisey, who worked with Pruitt on the Republican Attorneys General 

http://time.com/4998279/company·man~in~washingtonl[ 1/22!1018 12:09:48 PM) 
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A'sociation. "Pruitt is the driving force behind that." 

In some ways that's because he is the President's stylistic opposite. While Trump speaks in 

generalities and governs by tweet, Pruitt can talk the nuts and bolts of policy and works the levers 

of his agency slowly and subtly. If the President is impulsive, Pruitt thinks two steps ahead. It is a 

measure of his political acumen that he has thrived despite often being at odds on climate policy 

with some ofthe President's closest confidants, such as his daughter Ivanka Trump and son-in-law 

.Jared Kushner. 

It is one reason why many observers believe Pruitt has his eye on a political job, such as governor 

of Oklahoma or one of the state's U.S. Senate seats. For all his impact at the EPA, Pruitt seems 

destined to spend much of his time at the agency battling environmentalists and blue-state 

attorneys general, who are filing lawsuits to challenge every regulatory rollback. This summer, a 

federal court rejected an attempt to delay a rule curbing methane emissions, and Pruitt backed off 

a similar delay to a rule on ozone. 

But even if Pruitt were to depart today, his tenure would still leave a substantial mark. The 

chemicals and pollutants spilling into our air and water will not just disappear when a new EPA 

chief comes to town. And neither will the health effects. Just ask Bonnie Wirtz. "This shouldn't be 

happening," she says of the EPA delay on chlorpyrifos. "We have the scientific evidence for a ban. 

Let's do it." 

This appears in the November o6, 2017issue of TIME. 

http:/itime.com/4998279/company·man·in·washington/[1/22/2018 12:09:48 PM] 
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Why Has the E.P.A. Shilled on Toxic Chemicals? An Industry Insider Helps Call the Shots· The New York Times 

TRUMP RULES 

Why Has the E.P .A. Shifted on Toxic 
Chemicals? An Industry Insider Helps 

Call the Shots 
,\ scic'ntist worked for the chemical now shapes policy on 

hm:ardous dwmic;ils. Within !he E.P.A .. there is fear that health is at 
risk('\! cert·nwnY for new rules on toxic chl'micals.) 

By ERIC UYI'ON OCT. 21, 2017 

WASHINGTON- For years, the Environmental Protection Agency has 
struggled to prevent an ingredient once used in stain-resistant carpets and 

nonstick pans from !.:DlliJUILin.alin.~ drinking water. 

The chemical, perfluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA, has been linked to kidney 
cancer, birth defects, immune system disorders and other serious health 

problems. 

So scientists and administrators in the E.P.A.'s Office of Water were alarmed 
in late May when a top Trump administration appointee insisted upon the 

https://www.nytimes.com/201 711 0/21/us/trump-epa·chemica!Negulations.html[ 1/22/2018 12:13:49 PM] 
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rewriting of a rule to make it harder to track the health consequences of the 
chemical, and therefore regulate it. 

The revision was among more than a dozen demanded by the appointee, 
Nancy B. Beck, after she joined the E.P.A.'s toxic chemical unit in May as a 

top deputy. For the previous five years, she had been an t'weutive at the 

American Chemistry Council, the chemical industry's main trade 

association. 

The changes directed by Dr. Beck may result in an "underestimation of the 
potential risks to human health and the environment" caused by PFOA and 

other so-called legacy chemicals no longer sold on the market, the Office of 

Water's top official warned in a confidential internal memo obtained by The 

New York Times. 

https://www .nytimes.com/20 1711 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.httnl[ 1/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM] 
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The E.P.A.'s abrupt new direction on legacy chemicals is part of a broad 
initiative hy the Trump administration to change the way the federal 
government evaluates health and environmental risks associated with 
hazardous chemicals, making it more aligned with the industry's wishes. 
It is a cause with far-reaching consequences for consumers and chemical 
companies, as the E.P.A. regulates some So,ooo different chemicals, many 
of them highly toxic and used in workplaces, homes and everyday products. 
If chemicals are deemed less risky, they are less likely to be subjected to 
heavy oversight and restrictions. 

The effort is not new, nor is the~~ over how best to 

identifY and assess risks, but the industry has not benefited from such highly 
placed champions in government since the Reagan administration. The 

https://www.oytimes.eomf20171l 0/21/us/trump•epa·ehemicals·regu!ations.html[ 1/22/2018 12: 13:49 PMJ 
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cause was taken up by Dr. Beck and others in the administration of 
President George W. Bush, with some success, and met with resistance 
during the Obama administration. Now it has been aggressively revived 

under President Trump by an array of industry-backed political appointees 

and others. 

Dr. Beck, who has a doctorate in environmental health, comes from a camp 

-firmly backed by the chemical industry- that says the government too 

often directs burdensome rules at what she has called "phantom risks." 

Other scientists and administrators at the E.P.A., including Wendy Cleland
Hamnett, untillasl month the agency's top official oversc>eing pesticides and 

toxic chemicals, say the dangers are real and the push back is often a tactic 

for deflecting accountability- and shoring up industry profits at the 

expense of public safety. 

DOCUMENT 

E.P.A.'s Decision 
Not to Ban 
Chlorpyrifos 
The New York Times 
requested copies of email 
eorrespondenee related to 
the 1\lareh 2017 decision by 
the E.P.A. to reject a cleeacle
old petition to ban 
ehlorpyri fos, a widely used 
pesticide that research 
suggests rnay cause 
developrrwntal delays in 
children exposed to it in 
drinking water or in farn1ing 
cornrnunities. I Jere are tho::,r 
documents. 

Since Mr. Trump's election, Dr. Beck's approach has been unabashedly 

ascendant, according to interviews with more than two dozen current and 

former E.P.A. and White House officials, confidential E.P.A. documents, and 

materials obtained through open-record requests. 

In March, Scott Pruitt, the E.P.A. chief, overrode the recommendation of 

Ms. Ham nett and agency scienti~ts to ban the commercial use of the 

pesticide chlorpvrifos, blamed for developmental disabilities in children. 

https ://v.ww.nytimcs.com/20 1711 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[l /22/2018 12: 13:49 PM] 
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The E.P.A.'s new leadership also pressed agency scientists to re-evaluate a 
plan to ban certain uses of two dangerous chemicals that have caused 
dozens of deaths or severe health problems: methylene chloride, whic.h is 

found in paint strippers, and trichloroethv]ene, .which removes grease from 

metals and is used in dry cleaning. 

"It was extremely disturbing to me," Ms. Hamnett said of the order she 
received to reverse the proposed pesticide ban. "The industry met with 
E.P.A. political appointees. And then I was asked to change the agency's 
stand." 

The E.P.A. and Dr. Beck declined repeated requests to comment that 

included detailed lists of questions. 

"No matter how much information we give you, you would never write a fair 
piece," Liz Bowman, a spokeswoman for the E.P.A., said in an email. "The 
only thing inappropriate and biased is your continued fixation on writing 
elitist click bait trying to attack qualified professionals committed to serving 

their country." 

Before joining the E.P.A., Ms. Bowman was a spokeswoman for the 
American Chemistry Council. 

The conflict over how to define risk in federal regulations comes just as the 
E.P.A. was supposed to be fixing its backlogged and beleaguered chemical 
regulation program. Last year, after a decade of delays, Congress passed 
bipartisan legislation that would push the E.P.A. to detem1ine whether 
dozens of chemicals were so dangerous that they should be banned or 
restricted. 

The E.P.A.'s Top 10 Toxic 
Threats, and Industry's 
Pushback 

The chemical safety law was passed after Congress and the chemical 
industry reached a consensus that toxic chemical threats- or at least the 

fear of them- were so severe that they undermined consumer confidence in 

products on the market. 

But now the chemical industry and many of the companies that use their 

https:/ lwww.nytimes.com/20 17 I I 0/21/usltrump-epa-cbemicals-regulations.html[ 1122/2018 12: 13 :49 PM] 
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compounds are praising the Trump administration's changed direction, 

saying new chemicals are getting faster regulatory reviews and existing 

chemicals will benefit from a less dogmatic approach to determining risk. 

"U.S. businesses, jobs and competitiveness depend on a functioning new 

chemicals program," Calvin M. Dooley, a former congressman who is 

president ofthe American Chemistry Council, said in a statement. It was 

issued in June after Dr. Beck, his recent employee, pushed through many 

industry-friendly changes in her new role at the E.P.A., including the change 

in tracking legacy chemicals such as PFOA. 

Anne Womack Kolton, a vice president at the council, said on Wednesday 

that Dr. Beck's appointment was a positive development. 

"We, along with many others, are glad that individuals who support credible 

science and thorough analysis as the basis for policymaking have agreed to 

serve," she said in an email. "Consistency, transparency and high quality 

science in the regulatory process are in everyone's interests." 

The Trump administration's shift, the industry has acknowledged, could 

have financial benetlts. Otherwise, the industry may lose "millions of dollars 

and years of research invested in a chemical," the American Chemistry 

Council and other groups wrote in a legal brief defending the changes Dr. 

Beck had engineered. 

But consumer advocates and many longtime scientists, managers and 

administrators at the E.P.A. are alarmed by the administration's priorities 

and worry that the new law's anticipated crackdown on hazardous chemicals 

could be compromised. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemica1s-regu1ations.hun1[1/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM] 
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Dr. Beck, lt~ft, and :\b. ilamrwtt. ('enter. who da:.;hcd mTr chang<'-'' toOl'\\. to;..k chemical rules, atl<•nd<•d a signing CC'remony 
with ).fr. Pruitt. Vidro by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

"You are never going to have 100 percent certainty on anything," Ms. 
Hamnett said. "But when you have a chemical that evidence points to is 

causing fatalities, you err more on the side of taking some action, as opposed 
to 'Let's wait and spend some more time and try to get the science entirely 
certain,' which it hardly ever gets to be." 

The divergent approaches and yearslong face-off between Ms. Hamnett and 
Dr. Beck parallel the story of the chemical industry's quest to keep the 
E.P.A.'s enforcement arm at bay. 

The two women, one a lawyer from New Jersey, the other a scientist from 
Long Island, have dedicated their lives to the issue of hazardous chemicals. 
Each's expertise is respected by her peers, but their perspectives couldn't be 
more dissimilar. 

Ms. Hamnett, 63, spent her entire 38-year career at the E.P.A., joining the 
agency directly from law school as a believer in consumer and 
environmental protections. Dr. Beck, 51, did a fellowship at the E.P.A., but 
has spent most of her 29-year career elsewhere: in a testing lab at Estee 
Lauder, as a toxicologist in the Washington State Health Department, as a 
regulatory analyst in the White House and most recently with the chemical 
industry's trade group. 

https://W\\'W.nytimes.com/201 7/10/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals~regulations.html{ 1/2212018 12: 13:49 PM] 
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l·:.P.~·\. "I had ht>comc irrl'levant. 

Before Mr. Trump's election, Ms. Hamnett would have been regarded as the 
hands-down victor in their professional tug of war. Her decision to retire in 

September amounted to a surrender of sorts, a powerful acknowledgment of 

the two women's reversed fortunes under the Trump administration. 

"I had become irrelevant," Ms. Hamnett said. 

https:J/..,..,vw.nytimcs.com/20 17/10/2 1/us/trump-epa·chemicals.regulations.html( 1/2212018 12: 13:49 PM] 
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Her farewell party in late August was held in the wood-paneled Map Room 

on the first floor of the E.P.A. headquarters, the same room where ML. 
Trump had signed an executive order backed by big business that called for 

the agency to dismantle environmental protections. 

Dr. Beck was among those who spoke. She thanked Ms. Ham nett for her 
decades of service. "I don't know what I am going to do without her," she 

said, according to multiple people who attended the event. 

Ms. Hamnett, in an interview, said she had little trouble envisioning the 

future under the new leadership. "It's time for me to go," she said. "I have 

done what I could do." 

'Unreasonable Risk of Injury' 

Chemical regulation was not part of the E.P .A.'s original mission. But 

several environmental disasters in the early 1970s prompted Congress to 
extend the agency's authority. 

Industrial waste, including highly toxic PCBs, led to fish kills in the Hudson 

Riffr. Chemicals from flame retardants were detected in livestock in 

Michigan, contaminating food across the state. And residents in Niagara 

Falls, N.Y., first started to notice a black. oily liquid in their basements, early 

hints of one of the worst environmental disasters in United States history: 

Lo.~. 

President Gerald R. Ford signed the Toxic Substances Control Act in 

October 1976, giving the E.P.A. the authority to ban or restrict chemicals it 
deemed dangerous. It was hailed as a public health breakthrough. 

"For the first time, the law empowers the federal government to control and 

even to stop production or use of chemical substances that may present an 

unreasonable risk of injury to health or environment," a federal report said. 

A few years later, after graduating from George Washington University Law 

School in 1979, Ms. Hamnett landed at the E.P.A. She arrived fully 

embracing its enhanced mission. 

She had grown up in Trenton, where the words "Irrnton Makes, the World 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemica1s-regulations.html[1/22/20 18 12:13:49 PM) 
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~" are affixed in neon to the side of a railroad bridge spanning the 

Delaware River. 

Ri\'cr in Trenton, ~ .• L, .says. ''Trc·nton :\lakes, tlw World Takes." Tlw Rnehhng Steel C(mlpany plant 
region, but also contaminutcd soil and groundwater with hamnlous chemit'<lls 

Her childhood memories included passing by the 200-acre l~blin):_Sied 

Company plant - named after the designer of the Brooklyn Bridge. At its 
peak, the plant was Trenton's largest employer, and it helped spread 

prosperity to the region. 

But the company was also a chronic polluter. For decades, it.dw:twJ;:d 
arsenic chromium, lead and other hazardous chemicals, contaminating soH 

and groundwater. Ultimately, the pollution was so pe1vasive that the E.P.A. 

declared the property a Superfund cleanup site. 

It was this legacy, as well as the congressional directive to the E.P.A. to 

protect the public from harm, that Ms. Hamnett said guided her. 

During the Bush administration, she was drawn into a contentious debate 

https://,vv.w.nytimes.com/2017/l 0121/us/trump-epa-chemicals.regulations.html{l/22/201 8 12: 13:49 PMJ 
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involving lead paint that highlighted her resolve- and that of her 
opponents. 

Few environmental hazards are as well understood as the dangers of lead in 
paint. Since it was first used in homes in the United States, more than a 
century ago, it has poisoned children. Even after it was banned in the late 
1970s, it remained a threat, particularly when renovations took place in the 
tens of millions of homes with lead-based paint. 

The E.P.A set out to establish standards governing home renovations, and 
Ms. Hamnett came to the discussions with a strong perspective. 

"What is the effect of exposure likely to be?'' she recalled asking. "If it is 
likely to be a severe effect and result in a significant number of people 
exposed, if so, I am going to err on the side of safety." 

While the evidence was solid that lead caused learning disabilities and other 
problems for children, it was less definitive on whether it was also a factor in 
adult diseases. 

To Ms. Hamnett and her colleagues, the results of multiple studies were 
compelling enough to establish an apparent link to cardiovascular disease in 
adults. They concluded in..a report in 2006 that there was "stronger evidence 
for a relationship between lead exposure and blood pressure for adults," 
citing it as a factor for aggressive safety requirements. 

The home renovation industry filed protests over the "~,priate and 

~"rule with the Bush administration and Congress. Taking up its cause 
was a WhitP House official with a reputation for assessing risk much 
differently: Dr. Beck. 

Throwing 'Sand in the Gears' 

As the Bush administration took office, John D. Graham, who ran the White 
House office overseeing regulations, unveiled a plan to ease the 

government's burden on business by reining in "the regulatory state " 

To that end, Mr. Graham hired scientists to review major federal regulations 
and make recommendations about their worthiness, something the E.P.A 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/l 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[l/22/20 18 12: 13:49 PM] 
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itself had done over the years. 

Dr. Beck, Mr. Graham said, was an excellent addition to his staff. 

She had grown up in Oyster Bay, N.Y., an affluent suburb on Long Island, 
earned an undergraduate microbiology degree in 1988 from Cornell and a 
doctorate from the University of Washington a decade later.II.er 
dissertation, which examined how the sedative phenobarbital impacts the 

metabolism of the liver, sta1ted with words still relevant to her today: "Each 
day the human body is confronted with many potentially toxic substances in 
the form of food items, medicinal products and environmental agents." 

She started her career at Estee Lauder, where she helped develop 
preservatives used to extend the shelflife of cosmetics, and also designed 
laboratory tests to determine if products caused adverse reactions when 

applied to skin. 

When Mr. Graham hired her, she had been working as a science fellow at the 
E.P.A.'s center for environmental reviews. He described her as having 
"street smarts and thick skin," someone who did not need the limelight to be 
effective. 

"Dr. Beck is easy to underestimate," Mr. Graham said in an email. 

When the proposed lead paint rule came along in 2006, Dr. Beck, in her 
White House role, pressed Ms. Hamnett and others in the E.P.A. to revise 
the language to diminish the link to cardiovascular disease in adults, Ms. 
Hamnett recalled, before letting the rule go into effect. 

That was one marker in Dr. Beck's journey to redefine the way the 

government evaluates risk. Though they repeatedly found themselves on 
opposite sides, Ms. Hamnett said that, in a way, she admired Dr. Beck's 

effort during those years. 

She described Dr. Beck as a voracious reader of scientific studies and agency 
reports, diving deep into footnotes and scientific data with a rigor matched 
by few colleagues. She combed through thousands of comments submitted 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17110/21/us/lrump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[l/22/20 18 12: 13:49 PM] 
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on proposed rules. And she had a habit ofreading the Federal Register, the 
daily diary of new federal rules. 

All of it made Dr. Beck an intimidating and confident adversary, Ms. 
Hamnett recalled. "She's very smart and very well informed," she said. 

But there was a destructive side to that confidence, others said. In 
particular, Dr. Beck was seen as an enemy of scientists and risk assessors at 
the E.P .A., willing to challenge the validity of their studies and impose her 

own judgment, said Robert M. Sussman, a lawyer who represented chemical 
industry clients during the Bush administration and later became an E.P.A. 
lawyer and policy adviser under the Obama administration. 

"Her goal was to throw sand in the gears to stop things from going forward," 
said Mr. Sussman, who now is counsel to Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families, 
a coalition of consumer and environmental groups. 

Jack Housenger, a biologist who served as the director of the E.P.A.'s 

pesticide program, had a more positive recollection. He said Dr. Beck asked 
reasonable questions about his findings related to a wood preservative used 
in playgrounds and outdoor decks that was being pulled from the market. 

"She wanted us to present the uncertainties and ranges of risk," said Mr. 
Housenger, who retired this year. "She was tlying to understand the 
methodology." 

Paul Noe, a lawyer who worked with Dr. Beck during the Bush 

administration, also said her critics got her wrong. 

"What you really want to do as a government is to set priorities," he said. "If 
you don't have a realistic way of distinguishing significant risks from 
insignificant ones, you are just going to get bogged down and waste 
significant resources, and that can impede public health and safety." 

One of the harshest criticisms of Dr. Beck's tenure in the Bush White House 

came in 2007 from the nonpartisan National Academy of Sciences, which 
examined a draft policy she helped writt> proposing much stricter controls 

over the way the government evaluates risks. 

"The committee agrees that there is room for improvement in risk 

https://www.nytimes.com/201711 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[l/22/2018 12:13:49 PM] 
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assessment practices in the federal government," the review .s.<llil, but it 

described Dr. Beck's suggestions as "oversimplified" and "fundamentally 

flawed." It recommended her proposal be withdrawn. 

DOCUMENT 

E.P .A. and Toxic 
Chemical Rules 
An internal struggle has 
broken out in tlw 
Envirommental Protection 
,\gcncy over bow to regulate 
toxic chemicals. These 
documents tell the backstory 
of the tension, which 
emerged after the Trump 
administration named an 
industry imider as a top 
agcney regulator. 

Dr. Beck was so aggressive in second-guessing E.P.A. scientists that she 

became central to a~ investigation by tbe House Committee on 

S.ricrKe_~. 

The committee obtained copies of ber detailed emails to agency officials and 

accused her of slowing progress in confirming drinking-water health threats 

presented by chemicals like perchlorate, used in rocket fuel. "Suppression of 

Environmental Science by the Bush Administration's Office of Management 

and Budget," the committee wrote in 2009, before describing Dr. Beck's 

actions. 

The opposition became so intense that Dr. Beck's efforts started to get shut 

down. 

First, the new risk assessment policy she had proposed was formally 

withdrawn. Then, after Mr. Obama took office in 2009, Mr. Sussman 

recalled going to the White House along with Lisa P. Jackson, the new 

E.P.A. administrator, to ask for a commitment to curb Dr. Beck's power. 

"We told them that we need the White House out of the E.P.A. science 

program," Mr. Sussman said. "We demanded that. And we got it." 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[ 1/22/2018 12:13:49 PM) 
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Continuing the Fight 

During Mr. Obama's first term, Dr. Beck left the White House for the 
American Chemistry Council, whose members include Dow, DuPont and 
dozens of other major manufacturers and chemical companies. 

As the trade association's senior regulatory scientist, she was perfectly 
positioned to continue her second-guessing of the E.P.A.'s science. 

Now her detailed criticisms of the agency came on trade association 
letterhead and in presentations at agency meetings and events. 

"If the same person says the same thing three times, does this create a 

weight of evidence?" Dr. Beck said in a prPsentation in 2013, essentially 
mocking the scientific standards at the agency. 

E.P.A. records show her challenging the agency's scientific conclusions 
related to arsPnie (used to manufacture semiconductors), tert-Butanol (used 

in perfumes and as an octane booster in gasoline), and 1-bromopro~ 
(used in dry cleaning). 

Her point was often the same: Did the scientists producing work that federal 
regulators relied on adequately justi~y all of the conclusions about any risks'? 

"Scientists today are more prolific than ever," she said in a November 2014 

presentation, later adding that "unfortunately, many of the scientific studies 
we read about in the news were not quite ready for prime time." 

But at the same time, the industry was confronting a much larger existential 
problem. 

E.P.A. and government-funded academic researchers were raising serious 
health questions about the safety of a range of chemicals, including flame 
retardants in furniture and plastics in water bottles and children's toys. 
Cm.1sumcr confiikJlCJ: . .in_tb._e industr,'C was eroding. 

Some state legislatures, frustrated by the E.P.A.'s slow response and facing a 

consumer backlash, moved to increase their own authority to investigate 
and act on the problems - threatening the chemical industry with an 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/l 0/21/usltrump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[l/22/20 18 12: 13:49 PM] 
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unwieldy patchwork of state rules and regulations. 

Dr. Beck and other chemical industry representatives were dispatched to the 
E.P.A. and Congress to press for changes to the federal regulatory system 
that would standardize testing of the most worrisome existing chemicals and 
improve and accelerate the evaluation of new ones. 

The resulting law, passed last year with Democratic and Republican support, 

gave both sides something they wanted. The chemical industry got pre
emption from most new state regulations, and environmentalists got 
assurances that new chemicals would be evaluated on health and safety risks 

alone, not financial considerations. 

It was the most significant overhaul of the Toxic Substances Control A_tl 
since its enactment in the 1970s, and once again Ms. Hamnett was prepared 
to help shepherd it into place. The task was shaping up to be what she 
considered her final, crowning act at the E.P.A. 

Ms. Hamnett was invited to the Eisenhower Executive Office Building, a 
part of the White House complex, to be present as Mr. Obama signed the bill 
intu.l;mr. She was so excited that she arrived early and sneaked up to the 
stage to look at the papers Mr. Obama would be signing. 

hltps://"ww.nytimes.com/2017/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[ 1/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM) 
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"Protecting people and the environment for decades to come," she said, 
recalling her thoughts, as she excitedly stood on the stage. "At least, that is 
what we planned." 

Turning the Tables 
They ~athered in early .June around a long conference table at the E.P.A. 
headquarters, the sunlight shining in from Constitution Avenue. In the 
crowd were Dr. Beck, Ms. Hamnett and other top agency officials charged 

-with regulating toxie chemicals~ as well as environmentalists worried about 

last-minute changes to rules being pushed by tbe chemical industry. 

Olga Naidenko, an immunologist specializing in children's health, said she 

was struck by the head-spinning scene. Dr. Beck, who had spent years trying 
to influence Ms. Hamnett and others to issue rules friendly to the chemical 
industry, was now sitting at the conference table as a government dec.ision 

https://www.nytimes.com/201 7/10121/us/trump-epa~chemica!s-regulations.html[l/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM] 
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maker. 

"I am running the show. I am now in the chair. And it is mine," Dr. 

N aidenko said, describing her impressions of Dr. Beck at the gathering. 

The Obama-era leadership at the E.P.A., in its last weeks, had published 

drafts of two critical rules needed to start the new chemical program. The 

rules detailed how the agency would choose the most risky chemicals to be 

tested or evaluated and how the hazards should be judged. 

It would be up to Mr. Pruitt, the new E.P .A. chief, and his team to complete 

the process in time for a June deadline, set in the legislation. 

Dr. Naidenko, a staff scientist at the Environmental Working Group, was 

there to plead with the agency to ignore a request from the American 

Chemistry Council to make more than a dozen last-minute changes, some 

pushed by Dr. Beck while she was at the council. 

Dr. Beck did not seem convinced, recalled Dr. Naidenko and one of her 

colleagues, Melanie Benesh, a lawyer with the same organization. 

"Tell me why you are concerned. What is it about'?" Ms. Benesh and Ms. 

Hamnett each said they recalled Dr. Beck saying. 

In fact, behind the scenes, the deed was already done. 

Before Dr. Beck's arrival, representatives from the E.P.A.'s major divisions 

had agreed on final wording for the rules that would be sent to the White 

House for approval. But they were told to wait until May 1, when Dr. Beck 

began her job as the acting assistant administrator for chemical safety. 

Dr. Beck then spent her first weeks on the job pressing agency staff to 

rewrite the standards to reflect, in some cases. word for word, the chemical 

industry's proposed changes, three staff members involved in the effort said. 

They asked not to be named for fear of losing their jobs. 

https://v.ww .nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regu1ations .html[ l/22/20 18 12: 13:49 PM] 
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Dr. Beck had unusual authority to make it happen. 

When she was hired by the Trump administration, she was granted the 

~ of"administratively determined" position. It is an unusual 
classification that means she was not hired based on a competitive process 

- as civil servants are - and she was also not identified as a political 

appointee. There are only about a dozen such posts at the E.P.A., among the 

15,800 agency employees, and the jobs are typically reserved for technical 

experts, not managers with the authority to give orders. 

Crucially, the special status meant that Dr. Beck did not have to abide by the 
ethics agreement Mr. Trump adopted in .January, which bars political 

appointees in his administration from participating for two years "in any 

particular matter involving specific parties that is directly and substantially 

related to my former employer or former clients, including regulations and 

contracts." 

Her written offer of employment, obtained through a Freedom of 

Information Act request, also made it clear that Dr. Beck's appointment was 

junior enough not to require Senate confirmation, which would have almost 

certainly delayed her arrival at the agency and prevented her from making 

changes to the rules ahead ofthe June deadline. 

None of these arrangements raised concerns with the E.P.A.'s acting general 

counsel, Kevin S. Minoli, who issued a ruling on her unusual employment 

status. Mr. Minoli saw Dr. Beck's background as a benefit, according to a 

memo he wrote that was reviewed by The Times. 

"You have extensive prior experience with the regulated industry's 
perspective and are already familiar with (and may well have authored) 

A. C. C. comments now under consideration," he wrote, referring to the 
American Chemistry Council. 

He added that Dr. Beck's "unique expertise, knowledge and prior experience 
will ensure that the agency is able to consider all perspectives, including that 

of the regulated industry's major trade association." 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/21/us/trump-epa·chemicals·regulations.htmi[I/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM) 
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ro: 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Wasl'llngror>. D C 20460 

JUN- 8 201? 

Nan.:y B<....:k, l'hJ)" DAB! 
A,s!.~umt Atlmin!,ua!t>r 

of Cht:mica! Salety ami 

In a !('ttpr. an E.P.:\. official :H.ldrr.s~ed Dr. Ikck's abi!it.\· to be inYolwd in matters. a1Ticl'ting lwr formN l~mplnyN. 

Others at the E.P.A., however, were stunned at the free pass given to Dr. 

Beck. 

"It was a clear demonstration this administration has been captured by the 

industry," said Elizabeth Southerland, who served as the director of science 

and technology in the Office of Water until her retirement in .July. 

Getting Her Way 

In the weeks leading up to the June deadline, Dr. Beck made clear what 

changes she wanted. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/1 0/21/us/trump~epa-chemicals~regulations.html[ l/22/20 18 12: t 3:49 PM] 



1196 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00462 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
98

0

Why Has the E.P.A. Shifted on Toxic Chemicals? An Industry Insider Helps Call the Shots· The New York Times 

The conversations were polite, and Dr. Beck listened to counterarguments 
that Ms. Ham nett and her team made, Ms. Ham nett said. But in most cases, 
Dr. Beck did not back down, demanding a variety of rev;sions, particularly 

related to how the agency defined risks. 

It all had a familiar ring. Ms. Hamnett and the others had fielded many of 

the same demands from the American Chemistry Council and from Dr. Beck 
herself when she worked there. Ms. Hamnett took detailed notes in spiral 

notepads, excerpts from which she showed The Times. 

One area of contention was Dr. Beck's insistence that the E.P.A. adopt 
precise definitions of terms and phrases used in imposing rules and 
regulations, such as "best available science" and "wei).:;ht of the evidence." 

The agency had repeatedly rejected the idea, most recently in January, in 
part because the definitions were seen as a guise for opponents to raise legal 

challenges. 

"These terms have and will continue to evolve with changing scientific 
methods and innovation," the agencv said in a ,Jan. 17 statement in the 
Federal Register, three days before Mr. Trump was sworn in. "Codifying 
specific definitions for these phrases in this rule may inhibit the flexibility 
and responsiveness of the agency to quickly adapt to and implement 
changing science." 

Another area of dispute involved the "all uses" standard for evaluating 
health threats posed by chemicals. Under that standard, the E.P.A. would 
consider any possible use of a chemical when determining how to regulate 
it; Dr. Beck, like the chemical industry, wanted the E.P.A. to limit the 
evaluations to specific intended uses. 

"There is no way we can look at thousands of uses," Dr. Beck told Ms. 
Hamnett in one meeting in mid-May, according to Ms. Hamnett and hcr 
llilll;§. "We can't chase the last molecule." 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[ 1/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM) 
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https://v.'"'w.nytimes.com/2017/10/21/usltrump-epa·chemicals-regulations.html[l/22/2018 12:13:49 PM} 
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~1s. 1 Iannwtt's noll's from nwetinfis \\·here changes in toxic chemical rules \"\"('!"C discussed <lt the n!quest of Dr. BC'ck, \\"ho had n 
history of second-gucs.-;lng tht' E.P.A.':-. scientists. 

As the June deadline under the new law approached, Dr. Beck took control 
of the re"Titing herself, a highly unusual step at the E.P.A., where expert 
Civil Service employees traditionally hold the rule-writing pen. 

Ms. Hamnett said she did not try to stop Dr. Beck given she had the support 
of the agency's new leadership. 

Mr. Noe, the lawyer who worked with Dr. Beck during the Bush 
administration, was not involved in the rewriting of the new rules. But he 
said it was wrong to interpret Dr. Beck's actions as pro-industry; instead, he 
said, she was a defender of rigorous science. 

"Anyone who would question Nancy's ability or integrity does not know her 
at all and just has a political ax to grind," he said. 

Ms. Hamnett's handwritten notes, however, record increasingly urgent 

objections from across the agency, including from the Waste and Chemical 
Enforcement Dhision, the Office of Water and the Office of General 
Counsel. 

"Everyone was furious," said Ms. Southerland, the official from the Office of 
Water. "Nancy was just rewriting the rule herself. And it was a huge change. 
Everybody was stunned such a substantial change would be made literally in 

the last week." 

The general counsel's objections to the substance of the changes were 
among the most alarming. 

Laurel Celeste, an agency lawyer, questioned whether the last-minute 
changes would leave the agency's rule-making open to legal challenges. Her 

objections were Qilllined in a memo reviewed by The Times that was marked 
"confidential attorney client communication. Do not release under FOIA," 
referring to the Freedom of Information Act. 

Federal law requires rules to be a "logical outgrowth" of the administrative 
record. But Dr. Beck had demanded changes that the staff had rejected, 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/I0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html{l/22/20 18 12:13:49 PM] 



1199 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00465 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

9.
98

3

Why Has the E.P.A. Shifted on Toxic Chemicals? An Industry Insider Helps Call the Shots- The New York Times 

meaning that the rule contained items that "differ so greatly from the 
proposal that they cannot be considered to be the 'logical outgrowth' of the 

proposal and the comments," Ms. Celeste said. 

Her memo, sent by email on May 30 to Dr. Beck and more than two dozen 

agency scientists and staff members, also raised concerns about the 

preamble, an important piece of any regulation that must accurately reflect 

its contents. 

"We are also concerned that, as currently drafted, the preamble lacks an 

adequate rationale for a number of final rule provisions that have changed 

significantly from the proposal," Ms. Celeste wrote. 

The objections were strongly worded, but they fell shmt of an important 

legal threshold the formal filing of a "nonconcurrence" memo - that 

would have triggered further review of Dr. Beck's actions. Several E.P.A. 

staff members said in interviews that they had been told by Mr. Pruitt's top 

deputies to air their concerns in so-called concur-with-comment memos, 

which put objections on the record but allowed the process to move forward. 

The rules, with Dr. Beck's changes, were sent to the White House and 

approved by the June deadline. Mr. Pruitt assembled the team in late ,June 

for a brief ceremony to celebrate the completion of the work. 

"Everybody here worked very, very hard," Ms. llamnett said, as Mr. Pruitt 

signed his name, according to a video of the ceremony posted by the E.P.A. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17 I I 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[l/22/20 18 12: 13:49 PM] 
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'Not One of My Best Days' 

Environmentalists were dismayed, but Ms. Hamnett emerged from the 

whirlwind process with some confidence that all was not lost. 

V\Thile she disagreed with a number of Dr. Beck's changes, she trusted that 

the E.P.A. staff would maintain its commitment to honor Congress's intent 

in the 2016 legislation. That would translate into a rigorous crackdown on 
the most dangerous chemicals, regardless of the changes. 

But her confidence in the E.P.A.'s resolve was fragile, and it had been 

shaken by other actions, including the order Ms. Ham nett received to 

reverse course on banning the pesticide chlorpyrifos. 

The order came before Dr. Beck's arrival at the agency, but Ms. Hamnett 

saw the industry's fmgerplints all over it. Mr. Pruitt's chief of staff, Ryan 

https://vrww.nytimes.com/2017/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.htmi[J/22/2018 12: 13;49 PM] 
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Jackson, instmcted Ms. Hamnett to ignore the recommendation of agency 

scientists, she said. 

J'he S{'ientists had caiJed for a ban based on research suggesting the 

pesticide might cause developmental disabilities in children. 

To keep the pesticide on the market, under E.P.A. guidelines, the agency 

needed to have a "reasonabl!' q•rtillnl.\'" that no harm was being caused. 

"The science and the law tell us this is the way to go," Ms. Hamnett said of a 

ban. 

But the reaction from her superiors was not about the science or the law, she 

said. Instead, they queried her about Dow Chemical, the pesticide's largest 

https:f/www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals~regulations.html[ 1/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM] 
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manufacturer, whieh had been lobb)ing against a ban. 

The clash is recorded in Ms. Hamnett notebook as well as in emails among 
Mr. Pruitt's top political aides, which were obtained hy The Times. 

"They are trying to strong arm us," !vir .Jackson yqote after meeting vdtb 

Ms. Hamnett, who presented him with a draft petition to han the pesticide. 

~1r. Jackson, Ms Hamnelt's nott>book shows, then asked her to come up 

with alternatives to a han. He asserted, her notes show, that he did not want 

to be "forced into a box" by the petition. 

\Is. TiamnNt recorded :\1r. ,Jackc;on·c; rcncti1m tn a twsticidt~ h;m in h('r notebook. 

"I scared them," Mr. Jackson liTJlliCJJJ~:m~mJli! to a colleague about his 
demands on Ms. Hamnett and her team. 

As a possible compromise, Ms. Hamnett's team had been talking to Dow 
about perhaps phasing out the pesticide instead of imposing an immediate 

ban. But Dow, after Mr. Trump's election, was suddenly in no mood to 

compromise, Ms. Hamnett recalled. Dow did not respond to requests for 

comment. 

She now knew, she said, that tbe effort to ban the pesticide had been lost, 

something Mr. Jackson's emails celebrated. 

"They know where this is headed," Mr. Jackson wrote. 

https://\\->-..w.nytimes.com/2017/1 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.htmi(J/22(10 18 12: 13:49 PM] 
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Just over a week later, Ms. Ham nett submitted a draft ordn that would 

deny the request for a ban. 

"It was hard, very hard," she said, worrying that the pesticide would 

continue to harm children of fannworkers. "That was not one of my best 

days." 

The episode is one reason she worries the E.P.A. will defer to the chemical 

industry as it begins to evaluate toxic chemicals under the standards created 

by the new law. She became particularly concerned because of a more recent 

exchange with Dr. Beck over methylene chloride, which is used in paint 

removers. 

After more than a decade of research, the agency had conclmkd in January 

that methylene chloride was so hazardous that its use in paint removers 

should be banned. 

Methylene chloride has been blamed in dozens of deaths, including that of a 

21-year-old Tennessee man in April, who was overwhelmed by fumes as he 

was refinishing a bathtub. 

"How is it possible that you can go to a home improvement store and buy a 

paint remover that can kill you?" Ms. Hamnett asked. "How can we let this 

happen?" 

Furniture-refinishing companies and chemical manufacturers have urged 

the E.P.A. to focus on steps like strengthening warning labels, complaining 

that there are few reasonably priced alternatives. 

Ms. Hamnett said Dr. Beck raised the possibility that people were not 

following the directions on the labels. She also suggested that only a small 

number of users had been injured. "Is it 1 percent?" Ms. Ham nett recal!ed 

Dr. Beck asking. 

Ms. Hamnett said she was devastated by the line of questioning. 

After years of successfully fending off Dr. Beck and her industry allies, the 

balance of power at the agency had shifted toward the industry. 

J I'. 

https://www .nytimcs.com/20 17 I I 0/21 /us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[ 1/22120 J 8 12: I 3:49 PM] 
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r\ postcard n:eeivcd hv 7\J·· H· 1 . , ~. ,lmnett ( urmg tlw early months of tlw Trump administration. mging hrr to stCJ~· the course. The 

https://W\\w.nytimes.com/2017/10/21/ 1 . u.o;; trump·epa·chemlcals.regulations.htmlfl/22/2018 12:13:49 PM] 
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sender's information has been redacted by The N('w York Tirnes. 

She had long planned to wrap up her work at the agency soon, as her 

husband, David, had retired three years ago. On Sept. 1, Ms. Hamnett 

turned in her badge and joined him. 

Mr. Pruitt has selected a replacement for Ms. Hamnett: Michael L. Dourson, 

a toxicologist who has spent the last two decades as a consultant hclping 

businesses fight E P.A. restrictions on the use of potentially toxic 

compounds. He is already at work at the agency in a temporary post while 

he awaits Senate confirmation. 

The American Chemistry Council, and its members, are among the top 

private-sector sponsors of Mr. Dourson's research. Last year, he 

collaborated on ~that was funded by the trade group. His fellow 

author was Dr. Beck. 

Sheila Kaplan contributed reporting. 

Follow Eric Lipton on Twitter: @EricLiptonNYT. 

RELATED COVERAGE 

The E.P.A.'s Top 10 Toxic Threats, and 
Industry's Pushback 

Chemical Industry Ally Faces Critics in Bid for 
Top E.P.A. Post 

E.P.A. Chief, Rejecting Agency's Science, 
Chooses Not to Ban Insecticide 

E.P.A. Promised 'a New Day' for the 
Agriculture Industry, Documents Reveal 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 1711 0/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html[ 1/22/2018 12: 13:49 PM) 
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i\ list of expertise Scott Pmitt is removing from the EPA 

Health and Science has moved! You can find new 

stories here. 

I 
4@1@1 

THE STATE OF THE UNIVERSE. 

Here's the Expertise Scott 
Pruitt Is Removing From 
the EPA's Advisory 
Boards 
These academic scientiss will no longer be able to serve 0 0 
because of "confict of interes." Pruitt will likely replace them 
with indusry scientiss. 

By Lila Thulin 

http://www.slate.com/articleslhea!th _and _science/seienee/20 17/11 /a _list_ o(_ expertise _scott_pruitt_is _removing_ from_th.e_ epa.html[ 1/24!2018 1 :00:35 PM] 

A list of expertise Scott Pruitt is removing from the EPA. 
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Environmental Protection Agency Adminisrator Scott Pruitt has made 

yet another frightening decision that seems likely to further untether the 

agency he leads from sound environmental science. The former 

attorney general of Oklahoma announced Tuesday that scientiss 

receiving EPA grants for their research would no longer be eligible to 

serve on committees that provide his agency with expert scientifc input, 

including the Scientifc Advisory Board, the Clean Air Scientifc Advisory 

Committee, and the Board of Scientifc Counselors. In a memo that 

echoed a recent speech at the Heritage Foundation, Pruitt outlined 

the unprecedented rules as a way to guard agains confict of interes (no 

comparable rules prohibit committee members from having ties to 

indusry) and "promote fresh perspectives" (likely Pruitt's own personal 

euphemism for incorporating climate change denialism). The EPA head 

also reprised the controversial decision he'd made this June to not 

renew contracts for the Board of Scientifc Counselors: Incumbent 

committee members who have only served 

http://www.slate.com/articleslhealth_ and _science/science/20 17/11/a _list_ of_ expertise _scott_pruitt_is_ removing_ from_ the_ epa.html[ l/24/20 IS 1 :00:35 PM] 

A list of expertise Scott Pruitt is removing from the EPA 

one three-year term will not be asked to return to the agency, even 
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though it has recently been routine for them to serve two terms, 

according to the New Republic. 

This roser slashing allows Pruitt, who has extensive ties to the 

energy indusry, to fll 21 of the 42 seats on the Scientifc Advisory 

Board. According to a lis procured by E&E News-but unconfrmed 

by the EPA-Pruitt loaded the panel with male scientiss from the 

Midwes and South, several with ties to indusry or local government 

(he also recently decreased its annual number of meetings 

through a new charter), and announced that Michael Honeycutt, 

who has expressed doubt over the health dangers posed by 

ozone, would chair the committee. 

This roser 
The move to limit 
Advertisement 

slashing allows Pruitt, who has extensive ties 
to the energy indusry, to fll 21 of the 42 seats 
on the Scientifc Advisory Board. 

scientiss who receive grants is particularly worrisome. As Ana Diez 

Roux, the jus-replaced chairwoman of the Clean Air Scientifc Advisory 

Committee, said in an email to Science magazine, "The top scientiss, 

the ones mos qualifed to provide objective and transparent scientifc 

advice to EPA, are of course the scientiss who will likely be mos 

successful at obtaining highly competitive federal grants .... It would be 

a disservice to the American public 

to exclude those mos qualifed from serving on these panels." 

By comparing the leaked lis of Pruitt's nominations to current rosers 

that included term limit data, Slate compiled a lis of the scientiss 

whose expertise the EPA will no longer beneft from because these 

changes cut their time on its advisory boards short: 

The Scientifc Advisory Board provides reports on scientifc topics 

http://www.slate.com/articles/health _and_ science/science/20 17/ 11/a_!ist_of_ expertise _scott_j)ruitt_is_removing_fi'om_the _ epa.html{l/24/20 18 I :00:35 PM] 

A list of expertise Scott Pruitt is removing from the EPA 

(like tracking or toxic chemicals) that pertain to EPA regulations. Here 
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are the members whose terms will not be renewed: 

Deborah Hall Bennett (frs term slated to end in 2019) of 

the University of California, Davis, an expert on pollutants 

and environmental epidemiology 

Kiros Berhane (frs term slated to end in 2018) of the 
Advertisement 

University of Southern California, an EPA-funded expert on using 

satisics to analyze the health impacts of climate change, air pollution, 

and occupational exposure 

Sylvie Brouder (frs term ended in 2017) of Purdue University, 

an expert on crop nutrition, soil fertility, and agriculturalsysems 

Ana Diez Roux (former CASAC chairwoman, frs term on SAB ended 

in 2017) of Drexel University, an expert on race and neighborhood

related health disparities. 

Robert Johnson (second term slated to end in 2018) of Clark 

University, an expert on the economics of fooding and sea level 

rise. When asked about the new rules, Johnson said to Politico 

Pro, "I think it's really unfortunate that that role is now being 

politicized in a way that it never has before under any 

adminisration." 

Catherine Karr (second term slated to end in 2018) of 
Advertisement 

the University of Washington, an expert on children's environmental 

health. 

Francine Laden (second term slated to end in 2018) of the Harvard 

T.H. Chan School of Public Health, an EPA-funded expert on 

environmental risk factors for cancer and respiratory disease. Laden 

told Politico Pro she has "serious concerns about the motivations and 

implications of this decision." 

Denise Mauzerall (frs term ended 2017) of Princeton University, an 

expert on air pollution policy 

http://m...w.slate.com/articles!heallh_and_science/science/2017/ll/a_list_of_expertise_scott___pruitt_is_removing_from_the_epa.html[l/24/2018 1:00:35 PM] 
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Kari Nadeau (frs term slated to end in 2018) of the 

Stanford University School of Medicine, an expert on 

allergy and ashma immunology 

Jeanne VanBriesen (second term slated to end in 
Advertisement 

2018) of Carnegie Mellon University, an expert on environmental 

sysems and the impacts of energy extraction 

Elke Weber (frs term ended 2017) of Princeton University, an 

expert on decision-making and risk analysis in fnancial and 

environmental choices 

Charles Werth (frs term ended 2017) of the University of 

Texas at Ausin, an expert in clean energy, water treatment, 

and pollution 

Robyn Wilson (frs term slated to end in 2018) of Ohio State 

University, an EPA-funded expert in land management 

decision- making and risk analysis. Wilson tweeted: 

#EPA to prohibit #scientiss with agency funding from serving as advisers. Turns out I 

am one of them. #Fired. https://tco/uGSsbOFzAq 

-Robyn Wilson (@RiskWilson) October 30, 2017 

On the Clean Air Scientifc Advisory Committee, a 

Advertisement 

smaller panel that ofers insight on air pollution sandards and health 

efects, these members will be leaving their positions earlier than 

anticipated: 

Donna Kenski (frs term slated to end in 2019) of the Lake 
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Michigan Air Directors Consortium (an EPA-funded nonproft), an 

expert on air quality monitoring. Kenski told the New York Times, 

"The really galling part of this is that it's all in an efort to avoid 

confict of interes, but they pretend that the indusry people who are 

being ofered up positions on the panel are somehow unbiased 

because they're not getting money from EPA" 

http://wwwslate.com/artides!health_ and _sciencc/science/20 17 I 11/a _list_ of_ expertise _scott_pmitt_is_removinK_from_ the_ epa.htmlf 1/24/20 18 l :00:35 PMJ 

A list of expertise Scott Pruitt is removing from the EPA. 

Ronald Wyzga (second term slated to end in 2018) of the Electric 

Power Research lnsitute, an expert on the health efects of air 

pollution 

Top Comment 

This crap is exactly why it's a 

travesy that idiots elected Trump. 

More ... 

..Join In 

If there's any silver lining to be had, 

it's this: Pruitt didn't seem to rely on 

his panel of experts much anyway. In 

September, outgoing board chairman 

Peter Thorne wrote to the 

adminisrator that "the SAB sands 

ready to serve and encourages you 

to take full advantage of the vital 

resource we can provide," but then, the Washington Pos notes, 

"Pruitt never met with the group." 

Unfortunately, given Pruitt's hisory, it seems quite likely that he'll make 

better use of the board once he's socked it with indusry insiders. 
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One more thing 
Since Donald Trump entered the White House, Slate has sepped up our 

politics coverage-bringing you news and opinion from writers like Jamelle 

Bouie and Dahlia Lithwick. We're covering the adminisration's immigration 
crackdown, the rollback of environmental protections, the eforts of the 
resisance, and more. 

Our work is more urgent than ever and is reaching more readers-but online 
advertising revenues don't fully cover our cess, and we don't have print 

subscribers to help keep us afoat. So we need your help. 

If you think Slate's work matters, become a Slate Plus member. You'll get 
exclusive members-only content and a suite of great benefts-and you'll help 

secure Slate's future. 

JOIN SLATE PLUS 

Lila Thulin is a Slate intern. Follow her on TwitteL 

http://w\l.w.s!ate.com/articles/health_ and _science/science/20 17/ I ! /a _list_ of_ expertise_scott_pmitt_is _removing_ from_ the_ epa.htmlf 1/24/2018 I :00:35 PM] 

A list of expertise Soott Pruitt is removing from the EPA. 

http://v.-ww.slate.com/articles!health _and_ science/science/20 17 /11/a _list_ of_ expertise_scott_pruitt_is_removing_ fmm _the_ epa.html[ 1/24/2018 I :00:35 PM] 
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E.P.A. Cancels Talk on Climate Change by Agency Scientists~ The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

E.P .A. Cancels Talk on Climate Change 
by Agency Scientists 
By LISA FRIEDMAN OCT. 22, 2017 

D 

The ~arragan,<;('tt Hay Estuary Pro)';rarn i:-. fundPd through the KP.A.\ npproximatel.\· S26 million ;.;a tiona I Estuary Program. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/l 0/22fdimate/epa~scientists.html?rntrref=undeflned[t!l9/20 18 5:35: 12 PM] 
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E.P.A. Cancels Talk on Climate Change by Agency Scientists- The New York Times 

WASHINGTON - The Environmental Protection Agency has canceled the 

speaking appearance of three agency scientists who were scheduled to 

discuss climate change at a conference on Monday in Rhode Island, 

according to the agency and several people involved. 

John Konkus, an E.P.A. spokesman and a former Trump campaign 

operative in Florida, confirmed that agency scientists would not speak at the 

State of the Narragansett Bay and Watershed program in Providence. He 

provided no fmther explanation. 

Scientists involved in the program said that much of the discussion at the 

event centers on climate change. Many said they were surprised by the 

E.P.A.'s last-minute cancellation, particularly since the agency helps to fund 

the Narragansett Bav Estuary Program, which is hosting the conference. The 

scientists who have been barred from speaking contributed substantial 

material to a 400-page report to be issued on Monday. 

The move highlights widespread concern that the E.P.A. will silence 

government scientists from speaking publicly or conducting work on climate 

change. Scott Pruitt, the agency administrator, has said that he does not 

believe human-caused greenhouse gas emissions are primarily responsible 

for the warming of the planet. 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our latest 
stories about climate change along with 
answers to your questions and tips on how to 
help. 

I Enter your email address I Sign Up ; 

0 You agree to receive oc~.-~.siona! updates and speci.a! 
offers for The New York T1mes's products and serv1ces. 

;,-1/•.NAGE UMiL PHEfERF:NCFS , PPJVACY PO\ CY 

OPT OUT OR CONTAC f U0 AN'r'TlME 

"It's definitely a blatant example of the scientific censorship we all suspected 

was going to start being enforced at E.P.A.," said ,John King, a professor of 

oceanography at the University of Rhode Island who chairs the science 

advisory committee of theN arragansett Bay Estuary Program. "They don't 

believe in climate change, so I think what they're trying to do is stifle 

discussions of the impacts of climate change." 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/22/climate/epa-scientists.html?mtrref=undefined[ 1/19/20 18 5:35: 12 PM] 
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E.P.A. Cancels Talk on Climate Change by Agency Scientists The New York Times 

Monday's conference is designed to draw attention to the health of 
Narragansett Bay, the largest estuary in New England and a key to the 
region's tourism and fishing industries. Rhode Island's entire congressional 

delegation, all Democrats, will attend a morning news conference. Sen. 
Sheldon Whitehouse, an outspoken critic of Mr. Pruitt, will be among the 

speakers. 
Scientists there will unveil the report on the state of the bay, which E.P.A. 

scientists helped research and write. Among the findings will be that climate 
change is affecting air and water temperatures, precipitation, sea level and 
fish in and around the estuary. 

Autumn Oclowski, a research ecologist at the E.P.A.'s National Health and 
Environmental Effects Research Laboratory Atlantic Ecology Division in 
Rhode Island, was scheduled to give the keynote address. Colleagues 
familiar with her speech said she intended to address climate change and 
other factors affecting the health of the estuary. 

Climate Change 
Is Complex. 
We've Got 
Answers to Your 
Questions. 
\Ve knew,:. Global wanning is 
daunting. So here's a place 
to start: t7 often-asked 
quustions with sonu~ 
~traightforward answers. 

Rose Mm·tin, a postdoctoral fellow at the same E.P.A. laboratory and Emily 
Simmc!Lenia, an E.P.A. consultant, were scheduled to speak on an afternoon 
panel entitled "The Present and Future Biological Implications of Climate 

Change." 

"The report is about trends. It's kind of hard not to talk about climate 
change when you're talking about the future of the Narragansett Bay," Mr. 

King said. 

https:l/www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0122/climate/epa-scientists.html?mtrref=undefined[l/19/2018 5:35: 12 PM] 
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E.P.A. Cancels Talk on Climate Change by Agency Scientist•- The New York Times 

The agenda and speaker lineup was emailed to attendees on October 4. Tom 

lillrd.c_n, the program director of the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program, 
said he received a call on Friday from Wayne Munns, director of the Atlantic 

ecology division of the E.P.A.'s Environmental Effects Research Laboratory, 
telling him the three scientists would not be allowed to speak. 

"I was not really provided with a clear explanation," Mr. Borden said. "He 

advised me that it was the decision of the E.P.A. Office of Public Affairs.'' 

GRAPHIC 

A 'soo-Year 
Flood' Could 
Happen Again 
Sooner Than You 
Think. Here's 
Why. 
Terms like "soo-yem- tlood" 
and ·'10o-year Hood'' are 
used as shorthand by 
gm·ernment officials and 
actuaries, but they can 
confuse the publk. 

Several Rhode Island scientists who work closely with the regional lab said 

political officials from E.P.A. headquarters in Washington spent two days 

last week in the Rhode Island office reviewing the lab's work. 

Mr. Munns confirmed that E.P.A. officials would not be participating in the 
meeting but did not explain why. Mr. Konkus, the agency spokesman, did 

not respond to questions about whether the conference's focus on climate 

change was a factor in canceling the appearances. 

He said in an email that E.P.A. scientists may attend the program, but not 

the morning news conference. He later clarified saying, "E.P .A. staff will not 

be formally presenting at either.'' 

Since August, all E.P.A. grant solicitations have gone through Mr. Konkus's 

office for review, according to a directive first obtained bv E & E Nell§. Mr. 

Konkus served on President Trump's campaign before he was appointed 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/22/climate/epa-scientists.htm l?mtrref=undefined[ 1119/2018 5:35: 12 PM] 
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E.P.A. Cancels Talk on Climate Change by Agency Scientists~ The New York Times 

deputy associate administrator in E.P.A.'s Office of Public Mfairs. At the 
time, agency officials said they were ensuring agency funding is in line with 
Mr. Pruitt's priorities. 

The Narragansett Bay Estuary Program is funded through the E.P.A.'s 
approximately $26 million National Estuary Program. It funds 28 state
based estumy programs and delivers about $6oo,ooo annually to the 

Narragansett Bay program. MLJ'nlitt's pmposed hud)ict for 2018 would 
eliminate the national program. 

Under Mr. Pmitt's leadership the E.P.A. also has removed most mentions of 
the words "climate change" koJ.Jlilo '\ThiliJc:. He has declined to link earhon 
dioxide emissions to global warming, and in an ill.tcrll~.ll'-l\!ilb Tim~;; 
mal!,il.Wl!;C last week said he intended to assemble a team of independent 
experts to challenge established climate science because, Mr. Pruitt 
asserted, it has not yet been subject to "a robust, meaningful debate." 

RELATED COVERAGE 

How Hurricane Harvey Became So 
Destructive 

BY DEGREES 

Should You Trust Climate Science? Maybe the 
Eclipse Is a Clue 

Let Forest Fires Burn? What the Black-Backed 
Woodpecker Knows 

When Will Electric Cars Go Mainstream? It 
May Be Sooner Than You Think 

https://\',ww.nytimes.com/20 17 I J 0/22/climatc/epa~scientists,html?mtrref""ttndefinedfl/19/20 18 5:35: I 2 PMl 
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The Washington Post 

Po!ltics 

EPA is taking more advice from industry and ignoring its own scientists 

by Juliet Eilperin and Brady Dennis November 10, 201? i!!liEmail the author 

When the Environmental Protection Agency this week proposed repealing tighter emissions standards for a type of 

freight trucks, it cited research conducted by Tennessee Tech University but underwritten by the biggest truck 

manufacturer challenging the rule. 

Fitzgerald Glider Kits- which makes new truck bodies, called gliders, that house refurbished engines- had 

questioned both the legality and data underpinning the Obama-Bra rule. Its products would have been required to 

meet the tougher pollution standards starting in January. 

The company's recent petition to the EPA included a letter signed by Tennessee Tech's president and the head of 

the school's Center fm Intelligent Mobility, soon to be housed in a new facility built by Fitzgerald. EPA Administrator 

Scott Pruitt, wl1o two months earlier had met with company officials, quickly agreed their arguments had merit 

It was the latest example of a profound shift unfolding in the EPA under President Trump, in which the agency has 

reassessed its own data and analyses at the prompting of corporations. On pesticides, chemical solvents and air 

pollutants, Pruitt and his deputies are using industry figures to challenge past findings and recommendations of the 

agency1s own scientists. 

Such change has drawn praise from longtime EPA critics, such as House Science Committee Chairman Lamar 

Smith (R-Tex.). 

"Throughout the Obama administration, Science Committee hearings repeatedly revealed faulty, one-sided science 

as the underpinnings of EPA regulations. Administrator Pruitt has taken a different approach," Smith said in a 

statement "His actions make clear that he is working to unburden American families and to ensure this 

administration 1s policies are based on sound, transparent science.)! 
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But environmentalists contend Pruitt is sidelining agency scientists on key decisions. 

nwhat stands out ln this administration is the overt way ln which career staff, especially scientists, are viewed as 

unfriendly or on the other side," said Ken Cook, president ofthe nonprofit Environmental Working Group. "He's just 

stiff-arming the entire scientific process. 11 

During his confirmationlwaring before Congress in January, Pruitt testified at length about the need for credible 

science to guide the EPA's decision-making. "If confirmed, it will be my privilege to work with EPA scientists," he 

wrote in response to questions from Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.). Independent peer review "is critical to ensuring the 

integrity of scientific research," and "sound, objective science must serve as 1the backbone' of EPA actions." 

Detractors say his actions tell a different story. 

Pruitt has ~uestioned the legitimacy oft he agency's work on climate science, and continued pressing for the White 

House to create a "red tearn-b!ue teDrn" effort to debate the expert consensus on climate change. One idea would 

be to publicly scrutinize a massive new federal climate report, complied by scientists at 13 different agencies, 

affirming that l1utrwn nctivity is driving recent global warming and could produce dire consequences in the coming 

decades. 

Last month, Pruitt moved to change the makeup of EPA advisory boards- including panels that help prioritize the 

agency's research and provide recommendations on federal air-pollution and chemical exposure limits- reflecting 

his broader effort to shift the way the agency evaluates science. He cut any researchers currently receiving EPA 

grants from the committees, on the grounds that this funding poses a conflict of interest, while bringing in advisers 

wl1ose work is funded by industry. 
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pH Theory 
METTLER roLeoo Guide 

METTLER TOLEDO 

Get an electronic Guide on pH 
measurement. Download now I 

OPEN 

Several new appointees have blasted the EPA in the past for the science it used to justify tougher limits on 

pollutants and chemicals. The new chairman of the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee, consultant Louis 

Anthony "Tony" Cox .Jr., argued in 2015 the ngency had erred in concluding that stricter smog limits would protect 

public health. 

"What we're trying to do is ensure that the process and that the methodology we're using is something folks have 

confidence in, and I think that this is a step toward that," he told reporters. 

Pruitt's public scl1edulc shows dozens of meetings with industry trade group officials and top executives from 

chemical, agricultural and fossil fuel companies yet only holds periodic meetings with his own staff members 

about policy issues. 

"EPA reviews all comments, research and data submitted to the agency, as part of understanding the issue, so that 

the agency can make informed decisions,n spokeswoman Uz Bowman said, 

Yet the question of which studies should guide the EPA's decision-making has cropped up repeatedly since the 

former Oklahoma attorney general came to Washington. 

One of the most polarizing cases emerged in March, when he put tl1e bmkes on banning the pesticide chlorpyrifos, 

which has been used by farmers for a half-century to kill pests on a range of crops. 

The EPA prohibited its spraying indoors to combat household bugs more than a decade ago. But in 2015, the 

agency proposed revoking all uses of chlorpyrifos on food in response to a petition filed by the Natural Resources 

Defense Council and Pesticide Action Network North America. The two groups cited scientific evidence about the 

potential health risks to fetal neurological development. 
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In March, facing a deadline to decide on the petition, Pruitt changed gears and withdrew the proposed ban. He said 

he wanted to provide "regulatory certainty to the thousands of American farms that rely on chlorpyrifos" and that 

reversing the previous adm1nistration 1s decision amounted to "returning to using sound science ... rather than 

predetermined results." 

The scientific arguments Pruitt chose to rely on came in part from the chemical industry itself. Dow AgroSciences, 

which manufactures chlorpyrifos, questioned epidemiological studies using data from human subjects rather than 

lab animals and said the EPA's assessment of the chemical's safety "lacks scientific rigor." The Agriculture 

Department also raised concerns about the EPA's methodology, and Pruitt cited those divergent views in his 

decision. 

The EPA might not formally revisit questions about the safety of chlorpyrifos until2022, when the agency is 

mandated to reevaluate the pesticide. 

Other industry groups are now pushing for review of the EPA's scientific assessment of chloroprene, a chemical the 

agency identified as a likely carcinogen in 2010. 

Smith and the chair of his panel's environment subcommittee, Rep. Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.), wrote Pruitt on Oct 12 

asking for a briefing and documents related to the analysis underpinning the assessment. They questioned why the 

EPA "ignored the conclusion of the highest quality study" cited by a consultant for Denka Performance Elastomer, 

the Japanese company that operates the sole U.S. chloroprene manufacturing plant 
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That consultant, Kenneth Mundt, said Friday that he and several other researchers believe the EPA erroneously 

calculated the high cancer-risk levels it attributed to chloroprene. The research he had referenced, which did not 

find an elevated risk, was funded in part by U.S. and French chloroprene manufacturers. 

Mundt, Denka officials and some of the firm's other consultants met on Oct. 30 with seven EPA officials to discuss 

the science surrounding ch!oroprene. 

"In the past, it was difficult to get our perspectives considered at EPA ... if you had some relationship with industry, 

because the door would be closed," he said. <~But thaes easing, and there's an increasing sense of cooperation, at 

least on the part of the scientists." 

Pruitt is now giving the EPA data behind the 2016 truck emissions rule another look, as the agency moves forward 

with its repeal. The aim of the rule was to apply the stricter pollution controls that already existed for other types of 

trucks to gliders. 

EPA modeling, which assumed that most gliders use pre-2002 engines, found that they emit anywhere from 20 to 

40 times as much nitrogen oxides and soot as trucks with new engines. But the petition filed by Fitzgerald cited 

Tennessee Tecl1 testing that concluded gliders "performed equally as well and in some instances out-performed" 

vehicles with newer engines. The document, which the company submitted with Harrison Truck Centers and Indiana 

Phoenix, did not include specific results from those tests. 

Tennessee Tech spokesman Dewayne Wright said via email that one of the school's engineering professors went 

with graduate students "to a Fitzgerald facility to conduct independent research" on the EPA rule. The discussion of 

housing the school's Center for Intelligent Mobility in the Fitzgerald Technology Complex took place after the first 

tests were completed, he added. 

"Tennessee Tech continually looks for ways to expose students to real-world situations and problem solving, and 

this was an excellent opportunity for our students, under the guidance of a Tech faculty member, to conduct such 

research," Wright said. 

EPA staff members are doing their own round of emissions testing on a glider kit in an agency lab. But Pruitt has 

already proposed the rule rescinding the Obama·era standards that Fitzgerald wants gone before the tests are 

finished. 

Read more: 

'Lot us do our job: Anger erupts over EPA's apparent rnun!ing of scientists 

EPA now requires po!lticul aide's sign-off for agency awards, grunt nppiications 

ti!l 525 Comments 

Juliet Eilperin 
Juliet Washington correspondent, covering how 
new adn1inis~ralion of U.S. policies and Hie federal government itself 

two books- one on shar!"-s nnd anotrler on Congress, not to be confused 
wiU1 worhecl foe Tile Post since 1998. Follow W 

focus in.£.{ on the: onv!ronn1ent and 

the nation's er;onomy. Dennis Wds 
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ln~onun~ EPA Adv<;cr Thmks '"" h To() Clean 

INCOMING EPA ADVISER THINKS AIR IS TOO CLEAN 

llY SUMMER MEZA ON 

SHARE •••••••• 

One of the new White House appointees to a critical environmental panel once 

said that the air these days is just too clean to promote good health 

Robert Phalen, an air pollution researcher at the Irvine campus of the University of 

California. said in 2012 that children need to breathe irritants so that their bodtes 

learn how to ward them off 

"Modern air," he~<:!~ the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

"is a little too clean for optimum health " 

Keep Up With This Story And More By Subscribing 
Now 

Phalen is one of 17 new appointees to the Environmental Protection Agency's 

Scientific Advisory Board, which helps develop environmental policy. Other 

~omme:_: include sctentlsts from the oil industry. a chemical industry trade 

association, and various universities and consulting groups 

http ''"ww newsweek ~omlrokrt-pha!en-epa-air-f()(l-de~n-700!43fL24110l8 !I ~4·]8 AM] 
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Pollution Levels May 
Harm Kidneys 
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lncommg EPA Adviser Thmks Air Is Too Clean 

A chimney is seen in front of residential buildings during a polluted day in 
Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, China, January 21,2016. REUTERS One 
researcher says that air pollution levels in Ct1ina may have peake-d. 

REUTERS 

Like Phalen. many are expected to argue for less regulation, an agenda that is 

backed by EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

But Phalen's earlier comments drew renewed interest in his career as a 

researcher and an opponent of air pollution-related regulations. Much Hke 

President Donald Trump. Phalen prides himself on holding unpopular opinions. 

like his 2004 :tudy that air pollution is not such a big deal. 

"The relative risks associated with modern [particulate matter] are very small and 

confounded by many factors," Phalen wrote. "Neither toxicology studies nor 

human clinical investigations have identified the components and/or characteristics 

of [particulate matter] that might be causing the health-effect associations.'' 

Phalen also received heat after he defended his use of dogs to test the effects of 

air pollution on lung health on "The Oprah Winfrey Show" in the 1980s-a 

controversial stance he maintained in several radio and television interviews. 

"My most important role in science is causing trouble and controversy," he said in 

the 2012 interview. 

The Trump Administration has moved quickly to assert its control over the EPA's 

science team. Several members of the advisory panel were dismissed in May, part 

of the EPA's anti-regulatory agenda and shift to hearing more voices 

from business and industry, said some departed members of the paneL President 

Trump directed Pruitt to cut the EPA budget by 40 percent, and to roll back 

regulations on clean water protection and climate change prevention. The official 

htWI/www ncwsweck.com/rober1-phalcn-epa-air-too-cleau· 700143[1124/20 !8 II :34:38 AMJ 
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EPA website also deleted pages that tnc!uded climate change research 

More recently, Pruitt~~~~-~_:~=:_~ that no scientist who received funding from the 
agency would be el!gible to serve on the advisory board, a move that blocks 

hundreds of credible scientists from the paneL Pruitt said the move would prevent 

conflicts of interest. but critics say it's a false issue 

'They pretend that the industry people who are being offered up positions on the 

panel are somehow unbiased because they're not getting money from EPA" 

Donna Ken ski of the Lake Mtchtgan Air Directors Consortium in Hhnois told~ 

~~.2":~.2:.9_:_~_2!~_:_~. Kensk1 was dismissed from a clean air advisory board earlier ln 
week the Tlmes reported 
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Man who believes current air quality is 'too clean' named to US Environmental Protection Agency advisory board I The Independent 

ThTIEPEl\TIENT News Voices Sports Culture Indy/life o n 

News > World > Americas > US politics 

Man who believes current air quality is 'too 

clean' named to US Environmental Protection 

Agency advisory board 
EPA Director Scott Pruitt has named 66 new experts to three different EPA scientific 
committees 

Emily Shugerman @eshugerman 

http:/ /\>;ww. independent.co. uk!ne\',·s/wor!d/ameri cas/us·po! itics/robert ·pha!en·epa·advisory·board·air-too·dean-scott-pruitt-a803 8091. htm I[ 1/23/20 I 8 I :02:4 3 PM 
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Man who believes current air qualily is 'too clean' named to US Environmental Protection Agency advisory board I The Independent 

A man who once claimed that the air in America was "a little too clean hH' optimum health". has been 

appointed to an advisory board of America's Fn1·ironmcnlal Protection i\gcncy (EPA). 

Robert Phalen once claimed that children's lungs need to breathe irritants so their bodies can learn to 

tight them. 

The former director of the Air Pollution Health Effects Laboratory at the University of California Irvine 

was appointed to the agency's critical Scientific Advisory Board by EPA Director Sccllll'ruill. 

Mr Pruitt has recently removed all the scientists who receive grant money from the agency. 

EPA chief Scott Pruitt to get $25,000 
'privacy booth' 

might be causing the health-etTect associations". 

Speaking to the the American Association for 

the Advancement of Science in 2012, Mr 

Phalen told the audience: "Modern air is a little 

too clean for optimum health." 

Mr Phalen has also argued that the risks 

associated with modern particulate matter are 

"very small and conltlUIJded by many !actors". 

In a 2004 study, he wrote that. "neither 

toxicology studies nor human clinical 

investigations have identitied the components 

and/or charactcrlstics of [particulate mattcrJ that 

Donald Trump's least presidential moments so far ... 

• • http:/lww\\ .mdependent.co.uk!news/worid/americas/us-po!itics/robert·phalen-epa-advisory-board-air-too·clean-scott·pruitt·a8038091.html[ 1/23/2018 l :02:43 PM I 
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Man \\ho bel!cves current air quality i~ 'too clean' named to US Etn ironmcnta! Protection Agency advisory board I The Independent 

• • 

The appointment is part of Mr Pruitt's plnn to promote advisers who arc "llnancially independent" lhm1 

th~..· agency. 

} !c has bnrrcd scientists \\ ho receive grant money from the EPA from serving on its advisory boards. 

saying he \\ill instead focus on ··rrcsh perspectives" and ··geographical representation". 

As a result Mr Pruitt has placed 66 nC\\' experts on three different EPA scientific committees. 

according to the i-Yo.\·hington Post. Several of these experts come from industries that the- agency 

regulates. New advisers hail from companies such as DmY ChemicaL Procter & Gamble. and the 

French petroleum company Total. 

The committees also include current and former members of the American Chemistry Council -the 

primary trade and lobbying group for the chemical industry. Mr Pruitt is scheduled to give a speech the 

Council's annual hoard meeting next we-ek. 

http·.',\\\\ w .i nd cp~ndcn t .co .uk/ncws 1wol"l d iameri cas/us·pol i ti csirobcrt ~ph a len-cp;Hld\'i SOT)' ~boatd·air·too-dcan-scoH·pr\1 itt -a803 8091 htm I ( 1 /23 120 l 8 I : 0 2: 4 3 P\-1 J 
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Man \\ho believes current air quality is 'too clean' named to US Environmental Protection Agency advisory board I The Independent 

While Mr Pruitt says his new policy is meant to prevent con!licts of interest. others claim it will only 

promote them. 

'·Pruitt is turning the idea of'conllict of interest' on its head," Andrew Rosenberg, director of the 

Centre for Science and Democracy at the Union for Concerned Scientists. said in a statement. "l-Ie 

claims federal research grants should exclude a scientist f!·01n an EPA advisory board but industry 

tlmding shouldn't." 

J le added: "The consequences of these decisions aren't just bad for a few scientists. This could mean 

that there's no independent voice ensuring that EPA follows the science on everything from drinking 

water pollution to atmospheric chemical exposure." II 

More about: Scott Pruitt Environmental Protection Agency 

Start your day with 
The Independent's news email 

COMMENTS -
http://www.independent.co.ukfnews/v.·orld/americas/us·politics/rubert·phalcn-eptl·advisory-boartl·air·too-clean-scott-pruitt-a8038091.html[li23/20 18 1 :02:43 PM] 
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Pruitt Bars Some Scientists From Advising E.P.i\. ·The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

Pruitt Bars Some Scientists From 
Advising E.P .A. 
By LISA FRIEDMAN OCf. 31, 2017 

D 

:lcnlt Prulit, \]w lw<Hl oftlw En\ irnmnent;;l Pwkctlon .<\g<..'nc~'· on Capitoll till on 0l't. l7. :\lr. Pntitt bstwd new rules barring 
lniJW'Y fwm c,\trlng on pnrwb that il<hi:,e the lli\('lh'Y· 

ht!ps://www.nytimes.eom/2017/l 0/31/dimate/pruitt-epa-science-advisory-boards.html[l/22/20 I 8 5:39: 19 PM] 
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Pruitt Bars Some Scientists From Advising E.P,A- The New York Times 

WASHINGTON- Scott Pruitt, the head of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, stripped a half-dozen scientists and academics of advismy positions 
Tuesday and issued IleW rules barring anyone who receives E.P.A. grant 
money from serving on panels that counsel the agency on scientific 

decisions. 

The move will effectively bar a large number of academic researchers, many 

of them experts in llelds ranging from toxicology to epidemiology, from 
advising the E.P.A. on scientific matters, since the agency is one of the 

largest funders of environmental research. 

Mr. Pruitt was expected to appoint several industry representatives to the 
panels. He did not impose any new restrictions to prevent them from 
offering advice on environmental regulations that may affect their 

husinesses. 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our latest 
stories about climate change- along with 
answers to your questions and tips on how to 
help 

I Enter your email address j s;'" u, 

lo receive occasional updates 

rP!VACY POL,CY 

, QP1 OUT OR C\lNfACT US ANYTIME 

In an announcement at agency headquarters surrounded by conservative 
activists and Republican lawmakers who have long called for an overhaul of 
the advisory boards, Mr. Pruitt said he made the decision to ensure the 
agency would receive data and advice free from conflicts of interest or any 

appearance of a conflict. He said that people currently serving on E.P.A. 
advisory boards had received $77 million in grant money over the past three 

years as they were issuing advice on policy. 

"Our focus should be sound science, not political science," Mr. Pruitt said. 

https://v.W\V .nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/31/climate/pruitt-epa-science-ndvisory-boards,ht.J.nlll/22/20 18 5:39: 19 PM] 
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Pruitt Bars Some Scientists From Advising E.P.A. ·The New York Times 

"We want to ensure independence." 
Democrats, scientists and environmental groups denounced the decision. 

They said E. P .A. advisory boards already had stringent conflict of interest 
policies, and they asserted that neither Mr. Pruitt nor Republican critics of 
the panels had found any cases in which academic advisers profited from the 
agenc~y by providing advice. 

Climate Change 
Is Complex. 
We've Got 
Answers to Your 
Questions. 
\\\'know. Glok1l warming 

qtH\'ilinns with .sonH' 
str;tightf\lmnrd 

"The really galling part of this is that it's all in an effort to avoid conflict of 
interest, but they pretend that the industry people who are being offered up 
positions on the panel are somehow unbiased because they're not getting 

money from E.P.A.," said Donna Kenski, director of data analysis at the 

taklL;y.lichi,\:,mulirJ2im:t9.Di_ComHlrtimn in Illinois. Ms. Kenski, who was 
dismissed from tbe Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee on Tuesday, 
said her organization received money from E.P.A. indirectly through the 
State of Illinois. 

·•1 don't believe it's really about the funding,'' Ms. Kenski said. "I believe it's 
a blatant attempt to politicize a process that has been refreshingly free of 
polities." 

Mr. Pruitt is expected to ask about two dozen people to replace advisers 
whose tern1s have ended or were removed under the new rules, according to 
a list provided by several people close to tbc process. Among the expected 
ap11ointees, several are state regulators and private consultants; one is a 
senior director at the American Chemistry Council, a trade association; 

anotber is the chief environmental officer for Southern Company, an electric 
utility; and one is the vice president of technology for Pbillips 66 Research 
Center in Oklaboma, and previously worked for ConocoPhillips. 

The E.P.A. did not confirm the full list of new appointees, but did announce 

https:l/\VV.W.nytimes.com/20 17/1 0/31/c!imate/pruitt~epa-science-advisory-boards.html[ 1/2212018 5:39: 19 PM} 
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Pmitl Bars Some Scientists From Advising E.P.A .• The New York Times 

that Michael E. Honeycutt, the top toxicologist at the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, would chair the E.P.A.'s Scientific Advisory Board. 

Dr. Honeycutt bas spaned with the E. P .A. over ozone standards, and was a 

co-author of ll..SJ.lld}: in an air and waste management magazine arguing that 
the agency has inflated the health benefits of more st1ingent air quality 

standards. 

RELATED COVERAGE 

E.P.A. Chiefs Calendar: A Stream oflndustry 
Meetings and Trips Home 

E.P.A. Cancels Talk on Climate Change by 
Agency Scientists 

6o Environmental Rules on the Way Out 
Under Trump 

From Heat Waves to Hurricanes: What We 
Know About Extreme Weather and Climate 
Change 

https:/ /v.ww.nytimes.com/20 17/10/3 J/climate/pmitt·epa·sdence.·advisory·boards.html[l/22/20 18 5:39: 19 PM j 
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Pruitt Makes EPA Science Ooanl More Industry Friendly* NBC News 

Sechons NIGHTLY NEWS MEET THE PRESS DATELINE 

POLITICS WHITE HOUSE CONGRESS JUSTICE DEPARTMENT NATIONAL SECURITY 

NOV 3 2011' PM ET 

Pruitt Makes EPA Science Board 
More Industry Friendly 
by SUZY KHIMM and t-'\NDREVVRAFFERTY 

SHARED 

WASHINGTON The Environmental Protection 

Agency has removed six university researchers

whose expertise ranges from economics to 

environmental health- from the agency's Science 

Advisory Board, replacing them with advisers with 

more industry-friendly views. 

EPA administrator Scott Pruitt announced the new 

appointments on Friday in the wake of new guidelines 

that prohibit scientists who receive EPA grants from 

serving on advisory panels that provide critical 

expertise and oversight for federal policymaking. 

Frontline looks at impact of the 'War on the EPA' 
723 

'To ensure that EPA is receiving the best independent 

scientific advice, I am appointing highly-qualified 

https:!i\vww.nbenews.com/polities/white-house/pruitt-makes-epa-scienee-board-more-industry-friendly-n817276(1/22/20 18 5:40:0 I PM) 
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Pruitt Makes EPA Science Board More Industry Friendly~ NBC News 

experts and scientists to these important committees," 

Pruitt said in a statement. The agency noted that all 

board members have "committed to remaining 

financially independent from EPA grants during their 

tenures." 

The list of new appointees to the Science Advisory 

Board includes indus try representatives, red-state 

officials, and independent scientists who share EPA 

administrator Scott Pruitt's critical views of major 

federal environmental regulations, according to a 

review by NBC News. 

Those members include Larry Monroe, a former 

executive at Southern Company, an Alabama gas and 

electric firm; Merlin Lindstrom of Phillips 66, a Texas 

fuel company; Robert Merritt, a retired executive from 

petrochemical firm Total; and Kimberly White of the 

American Chemistry Council, the most prominent trade 

association for chemical manufacturers. 

Pruitt has also selected red-state regulators who have 

contested major EPA policies to serve on the board. 

As North Carolina's head of environmental quality, 

Donald van der Vaart led his state to sue the federal 

government over the Clean Power Plan, which Pruitt 

has moved to withdraw. The Science Advisory Board's 

new chair is Michael Honeycutt, a toxicologist at the 

Texas Board of Environmental Quality has fought 

against stricter ozone standards and helped relax 

chemical regulations in Texas. 

In addition, the EPA announced new members of the 

agency's Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee and 

Board of Scientific Counselors- two other 

independent advisory panels. 

Pruitt said that the new guidelines are necessary to 

avoid conflicts of interest between board members who 

are receiving grants from the agency they're advising, 

and will help promote greater geographic diversity on 

the advisory boards. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white~house/pruitt·rnakes·epa-scicnce-board-rnore-industry-friendly-n817276[ l/22/20 18 5:40:01 PMl 
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Pruitt Makes EPA Science Board More Industry Friendly- NBC News 

Related: EPA Keeps Scientists From Speaking 

About Report on Climate 

But opponents of the move fear that the Pruitt's new 

guidelines- which appears to be a first for the agency 

-will make the board less independent and 

undermine policymaking based on evidence-based 

science, as EPA grants are a major source of funding 

for independent academic researchers. 

"The move to remove scientists with EPA funding is, 

simply put, scientific censorship," says University of 

Minnesota professor Deborah Swackhamer, a former 

chair of the Science Advisory Board and a current 

member of the EPA's Board of Scientific Counselors. 

Congress originally established EPA's Science 

Advisory Board to provide expert advice and oversight 

of the agency. Last year, the panel issued a report 

criticizing EPA's conclusion that hydraulic fracturing 

had no "widespread, systemic impacts on drinking 

water resources," saying the agency had failed to 

provide enough evidence to support such findings. 

"EPA uses all sorts of science to support its activities 

-[The board] was in effect the last stop," says Robert 

Johnston, an environmental economist at Clark 

University who was removed from the board after he 

refused to give up his EPA-funded research on water 

quality. "Without an unbiased, unvarnished Scientific 

Advisory Board, there's nothing to stop the agency 

from using science that isn't appropriate." 

Critics of Pruitt's directive said they believe the EPA 

already has a robust policy requiring its independent 

advisers to recuse themselves on issues that might 

pose a conflict of interest, pointing out that the new 

guidelines only apply to EPA funding, not industry 

funding that could pose an even greater conflict of 

interest 

https:/ /www.nbcne\v's.com/politics/white-house/pmitt-makes-epa-science-board-more-industry-friendly-n817276[ I /22/2018 5:40:0 I PM] 
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Pruitt Makes EPA Science Board More Industry Friendly· NBC News 

"This directive is totally unnecessary and clearly 

political, not ethical," Swackhamer said. 

When asked if board members with financial interests 

from industry or other government agencies also had a 

confiict, Pruitt said that the agency's ethics commission 

would address such questions on a case by case 

basis. "This is just about the EPA," he said. 

CORRECTION (Nov. 3, 5:51 p.m.): An earlier version 

of this article misstated the number of scientists 

removed from the EPA's Science Advisory Board. Six 

scientists were dismissed, not seven. ~\'. 

SUZY KHIMM 

ANDREW RAFFERTY 

CONTRIBUTOR JORDAN JACKSON 

TOPICS POUT ICS WHITE HOUSE 

FIRST PUBLISHED NOV 3 2017, 4 25 PM ET 

NEXT STORY Trump's latest regulatory overhaul raises food safety 
fears 

h11ps://w\vw.nbcncws.com/politics/white·house/pmitt-makcs-cpa·science-board-more-industry-friendly-n817276[1/22/20 IS 5:40:0 I PM) 
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_'-.toH l'rullt blocks st!cntlsts with EP/\ lundmg fivn scrvmg as agency advi~ers ·The \\'ashmgton Post 

- -

~-~~-; - ------- -~~=- =--~--=---~ ~ ~ :5'E!l~~~~~ ~ 
~ - - ~ 

l Jcahh & Science 

httrh·,-i-,, \\W.\\ashingtonpost.com/ ... cy<~C!visers/20 17tJ0/3! /959dl} I ac"hda~! ! e7 ·95\lc-tC2b5QHdSc00 ~ story.html?utm._term=.d97ec2d0 l7l'j J,2cJ-i2D! B PM 
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Scott Pruitt blocks scientists with EPA funding from serving as agency advisers- The Washington Post 

Scott Pruitt, adrninistrator of the Environmental Protection 
scientists with EPA funding to serve on its scientific adv1sory 
Harrer/Bloomberg) 

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin 

allow 

The head of the Environmental Protection Agency upended the agency's 

key advisory groups on Tuesday, announcing plans to jettison scientists 

who have received EPA grants. 

The move sets in motion a fundamental shift, one that could change the 

scientific and technical advice that historically has guided the agency as 

it crafts environmental regulations. The decision to bar any researcher 

who receives EPA grant money from serving as an adviser appears to be 

unprecedented. 

"It is very, very important to ensure independence, to ensure that we're 

getting advice and counsel independent of the EPA," Administrator 

Scott Pruitt told reporters Tuesday. 

He estimated that the members of three different committees- the 

Scientific Advisory Board, the Clean Air Science Advisory Committee 

and the Board of Scientific Counselors -had collectively accepted $77 

million in EPA grants over the last three years. He noted that 

researchers will have the option of ending their grant or continuing to 

advise EPA, "but they can't do both." 

EPA will not impose a similar litmus test on scientific advisers who 

receive grants from outside sources. But Pruitt said they will undergo 

the same sort of ethics review that is already in place "to ensure that 

there aren't issues of potential conflict with areas that they're working 

upon." 

The agency made an effort to enlist researchers from a wider range of 

states to broaden the panels' outlook, he said. Members will include 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... cy-advisers/2017/10/31/959d9lac-be5a-lle7-959c-fe2b598d8cOO~story.html?utm_term"".e397ec2d017e[l/24/2018 12:49:21 PM] 
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Scott Pmitt blocks scientists with EPA funding from serving as agency advisers~ The Washington Post 

experts from 40 states and the District of Columbia, he said, reflecting 

the addition of researchers from Alaska and several states in the middle 

of the country. 

"We want to ensure geographical representation," he said. "We want to 

ensure the independence and integrity ofthe process through the 

decisions we're making." 

Pruitt did not announce his selections for new appointees to the Science 

Advisory Board, but a list obtained by The Washington Post from 

multiple individuals familiar with the likely appointments includes 

several categories of experts- voices from regulated industries, 

academics and environmental regulators from conservative states, and 

researchers who have a history of critiquing the science and economics 

underpinning tighter environmental regulations. They would replace a 

number of scientists who currently have agency grants and whose terms 

are expiring. 

Terry F. Yosie, who was the advisory board's director during the Reagan 

administration, said the changes "represent a major purge of 

independent scientists and a decision to sideline the SAB from major 

EPA decision-making in the future." 

Environmental and scientific groups were quick to condemn the changes 

and question Pruitt's motives on Tuesday. 

"Pruitt is turning the idea of 'conflict of interest' on its head he claims 

federal research grants should exclude a scientist from an EPA advisory 

board but industry funding shouldn't," Andrew Rosenberg, director of 

the Center for Science and Democracy at the Union for Concerned 

Scientists, said in a statement. "The consequences of these decisions 

aren't just bad for a few scientists. This could mean that there's no 

https://v, "\\W. wash in gtonpost. com/ ... cy -advisers/20 I 7 I! 0/31 /9 59d91 ac·be5a~ I ! e 7 -959c-fe2b598d8c00 _story. h lm l?utm _ tenn= .e3 97ec2cl0 17 e[ l/24/20 J 8 12:4 9:21 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt blocks scicntisls with EPA funding from serving. ~s agency advisers- The Washington Post 

independent voice ensuring that EPA follows the science on everything 

from drinking water pollution to atmospheric chemical exposure." 

But industry groups and conservative lawmakers, including longtime 

EPA critic Sen. James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.), who attended the 

announcement, applauded the action. 

"The changes announced today will help ensure EPA's scientific review 

panels are well balanced with perspectives from qualified scientists of 

diverse backgrounds and board members are free of any disqualifying 

conflicts of interest," American Chemistry Council president Cal Dooley 

said in a statement. 

Pruitt had foreshadowed the sweeping changes in a speech this month at 

the Heritage Foundation that he planned to rid the agency's scientific 

advisory boards of researchers with EPA funding. He argued that the 

current structure raises questions about their independence, though he 

did not voice similar objections to industry-funded scientists. 

"What's most important at the agency is to have scientific advisers that 

are objective, independent-minded, providing transparent 

recommendations," Pruitt said at the time. "If we have individuals who 

are on those boards, sometimes receiving money from the agency ... 

that to me causes questions on the independence and the veracity and 

the transparency of those recommendations that are coming our way." 

Among the expected appointees are sharp proponents of deregulation 

who have argued both in academic circles and while serving in 

government that federal regulators need to raise the bar before imposing 

new burdens on the private sector. 

John D. Graham, who now serves as dean of Indiana University's School 

of Public and Environmental Affairs, launched a major deregulatory 

https://www.washingtonpost.com( .. cy-advisers/2017 /I 0/31/959d9lac-be5a-ll e7-959c-fc2b598d8c00 _stor)'.html?utm_tenn=.e397ec2d01 7efl/24/20 I 8 12:49:21 PM I 
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Scott Pmitt blocks scientists with EPA funding from serving as agency advisers- The Washington Post 

push while head of the Office of Management and Budget's Office of 

Information and Regulatory Affairs under George W. Bush. He 

repeatedly informed agencies that they had not sufficiently justified the 

rules they wanted to enact, establishing a process under the Data Quality 

Act that allowed petitioners to ask agencies to withdraw information 

that did not meet OMB standards for "quality, objectivity, utility and 

integrity." 

Anne Smith, who serves as managing director of NERA Economic 

Consulting and co-heads its environmental practice, belongs to a firm 

that has done extensive work for groups that fought the Obama 

administration's regulatory agenda. In June, President Trump cited a 

report NERA produced for the American Council for Capital Formation 

and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce when announcing his decision to 

exit the international Paris climate agreement. The report projected that 

meeting America's commitment under the accord would mean "as much 

as 2.7 million lost jobs by 2025." 

That study was based on several assumptions, including the idea that 

the United States would meet its emissions targets not by maximizing 

energy efficiency or other low-cost approaches but by forcing the 

industrial sector to cut emissions by 40 percent between 2005 and 2025. 

The report did not take into account potential benefits from lowered 

greenhouse gas emissions or technological advances that could make 

cutting carbon emissions cheaper. 

At least three potential appointees have backgrounds working for large 

corporations with activities now or potentially regulated by the EPA, 

including the French oil giant Total, Phillips 66 and Southern Co., one 

the largest U.S. utilities. 

One of them, Larry Monroe, was previously chief environmental officer 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... cy-adviscrs/20 17/! 0/3!1959d91ae-be5a-l ! e7-959c-fe2b598d8c00 __ story.html?utm ~tenn"".e397ec2d017e[ 1124/2018 12:49:2 J PM] 
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Scott Pruitt blocks scientists with EPA fUnding !Tom serving as agency advisers- The Washington Post 

at Southern, which has millions of customers in the Southeast. Monroe 

has particular expertise in how the EPA regulated emissions from coal

fired power plants and criticized the Obama administration's Clean 

Power Plan, which Pruitt is trying to roll back. Monroe argued that the 

plan, intended to reduce carbon emissions, was "unworkable and would 

increase electricity prices to customers while hurting reliability." 

In addition, the group includes those who have, like Pruitt, battled the 

EPA in the past. One is Michael Honeycutt, head of the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality's toxicology division, who Pruitt 

announced Tuesday as the new head of the Science Advisory Board. 

Honeycutt has suggested that the health risks associated with smog are 

overstated. 

The move to prohibit anyone receiving EPA grant money from serving 

on the board has prompted questions and criticism from independent 

researchers and from some of the agency's current advisers, who noted 

that they follow strict ethics procedures to avoid conflicts of interest. 

Robyn Wilson, an Ohio State University professor and an advisory board 

member who specializes in risk analysis, said in an interview that she 

received a grant this year to work on a project evaluating the extent to 

which federal funds spent on restoring the Great Lakes have made an 

impact. The agency approved a roughly $750,000 grant that will be 

divided among about 10 researchers at three different institutions; about 

$150,ooo would go to Ohio State. 

"You want people there with expertise, who have experience with the 

issues EPA is dealing with," Wilson said, adding that with each 

assignment board members must "go through a pretty elaborate conflict 

of interest process" to make clear that they don't have a stake in the 

outcome. 

https:rfwv.w.washingtonpost.com/ ... cy-advisers/20 17fl Of31/959d91 ac-be5a-ll e7-959c-fe2b598d8c00 _story .html'.1utm _tenn"".e397cc2d0 17c{ l/24/201 & 12:49:21 PM] 
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Angela Nugent, who previously worked for the EPA as the designated 

federal officer for the board, said that the determination regarding EPA 

grants would differ from how the agency used to determine when a 

conflict of interest had occurred. 

"It would be a major departure from current policy" to assume that 

board members have a conflict of interest merely based on their grants, 

she said. 

In the past, Nugent said, the board has required financial disclosures 

from members in relation to each particular study or project on which 

they were advising. Determinations of conflict of interest were then 

made relating to the specifics of the subject matter conflicts, rather than 

a blanket bar because an individual had an EPA grant. 

Current advisory members reached out to Pruitt on Sept. 13, formally 

asking him to meet with them so they could discuss his agenda and their 

role in advising the agency. 

"Such a meeting would afford you the opportunity to highlight EPA 

activities and priorities and would allow for a dialogue on how best the 

SAB can work to ensure the highest quality science supports Agency's 

policies and decisions," wrote board chair Peter Thorne, a professor of 

occupational and environmental health at the University of Iowa. "The 

SAB stands ready to serve and encourages you to take full advantage of 

the vital resource we can provide." 

Pruitt never met with the group. 

Chris Mooney contributed to this report. 

Read more: 

https://www_ washingtonpost.com/ ... cy-advisers/20 17/1 0/3l/959d9 !ac-bc5a-ll e7-959c-fe2b598d8e00 __ story.html?utm_tenn=.e397ee2d0 17e( 1/24/20 18 12:49:21 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt Declares War on Air 

Pollution Science 

In stacking EPA advisory boards with skeptics, he's laying 

the groundwork to gut regulations that protect Americans 

from polluted air. 

BY EMllYATKIN october31,2017 

The Trump administration's environmental denialism runs much 

deeper than global warming. That became clear just one month 

into the presidency, at the annual Conservative Political Action 

Conference, where panelist Steve Milloy-formerly a paid flack for 

https '/n~~wepuhlic.com/attidc/l45582'scott·prni!t-tkclares-\\ar-ilir-polh1tion-sciem:ejl/24120!8 ! 1·3! :J:i- A:Vf] 
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Scott Pruitt Declares War on Air Pollution Science I New Republic 

the tobacco and fossil fuel industries and member of the 

president's Environmental Protection Agency transition team 

-argued that the mainstream science on the health risks of air 

pollution was wrong. Contra the Centers for Disease Control, the 

World Health Organization, the National Institutes of Health and 

most publishing epidemiologists, Milloy insisted that excessive 

particulate matter is not linked to premature death-and 

that scientists who advise the EPA made up evidence to support 

the Obama administration's regulatory priorities. "These people 

validate and rubber-stamp the EPA's conclusion that air pollution 

kills people," he said. His co-panelists nodded in agreement. 

Milloy called for EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt to overhaul the 

agency's scientific advisory boards, the bodies that ensure public 

health regulations are based on sound, peer-reviewed science. 

Milloy said scientists who receive EPA grants are biased toward 

regulation, and thus Pruitt should ban them from serving on the 

boards. He and his co-panelists also argued for more 

representation from polluting industries, which clearly do have a 

bias against regulation. 

Milloy and others on the anti-environmental fringe are getting 

their wish. On Tuesday, Pruitt announced massive changes to the 

EPA's Scientific Advisory Board and Clean Air Scientific Advisory 

Council, both of which advise EPA on the science behind proposed 

regulations. Pruitt announced that EPA will no longer appoint 

scientists who have received grants from the agency to these 

boards. "From this day forward, EPA advisory committee 

members will be financially independent from the agency," he 

said. Pruitt is also expected to replace every single member whose 

term is expiring instead of renewing some for a second term, as is 

common practice. Terry Yosie, former director of the Science 

Advisory Board during the Reagan administration, told me, "It's 

https://newrepublic.com/article/145582/scott·pruitt·declares-war-air-pollution·science[l/24/2018 11 :31 :38 AM] 
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fair to say that this has never happened to this sweeping degree 

before of existing board members whose terms are expiring this 

year." 

These changes have been expected for several weeks, but it's all 

the more concerning when we look at who these new advisors 

are. A list of expected appointees to the EPA's Science Advisory 

Board, obtained by the Post, E&E News, and The New Republic, 

shows that Pruitt is expected to appoint multiple people who have 

down played the impact of air pollution on public health. These 

deniers will have the influence to contort EPA science, leading to 

the weakening or even repeal of clean-air regulations that 

protected Americans for decades. 

Of the 17 new members expected to be 
appointed to the EPA's Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), three hail 

from large fossil-fuel companies: Southern Company, Phillips 66, 

and Total. Three are from red-state governments; one is from a 

chemical industry trade association; the rest are from various 

universities and consulting groups. Five of the 17 hold views on air 

pollution that are outside of the scientific mainstream. Of the 

three new members expected to be appointed to the Clean Air 

Scientific Advisory Council (CASAC), one is an air pollution 

skeptic. 

Most toxicologists and epidemiologists accept that air pollution 

can harm humans, and that excessive air pollution can lead to 

death in vulnerable populations (like children and the elderly). 

That's why the government regulates it-principally under the 

Clean Air Act, a widely popular law passed in 1963 and amended 

multiple times with unanimous or overwhelming support in the 

Senate. Through that law, we have various regulations on specific 

https ://nev,rrepublic.com/article/145582/scott -pruitt-declares-war-air-pollution-science[ 1/24/2018 II :3 J :3 8 AM] 
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air pollutants, including National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards for particulate matter and ground-level ozone. 

Several expected SAB appointees will likely argue that these 

regulations should be weakened. Michael Honeycutt, the director 

of toxicology at the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

(TCEQ), has been aggressively seeking a spot on one of the 

scientific advisory boards since last year. He is "one of the top 

ozone science doubters in the state," according to a 2016 profile in 

the Houston Press: 

Honeycutt is the guy who has been leading the charge against 

making any changes to air quality standards in Texas. He and a 

bunch oCTCEQ scientists have followed in the footsteps of 

Republicans in Texas and across the country in vowing to 

oppose EPA air quality changes until the end of time, more or 

less. He's stated in the past he's against any measures to reduce 

air pollution mainly because he feels they would be too 

expensive. Aside from that, Honeycutt reasons that ozone 

levels aren't an issue at all because "most people spend more 

than90 percent oft heir time indoors" so they're rarely exposed 

to significant layers of ozone. 

The EPA considers ozone a harmful air pollutant. "Reducing ozone 

pollution makes breathing easier," the agency's website reads. 

"Breathing ozone can trigger a variety of health problems, 

particularly for children, the elderly, and people of all ages who 

have lung diseases such as asthma." Honeycutt, who's been trying 

to undercut the scientific basis for smog regulations since 

2010, argues that people aren't outside long enough for high levels 

of ozone exposure to make a difference. 

Robert Phalen, who directs the Air Pollution Health Effects 

https://newrepublic.com/article/1455 82/scott-pruitt-declares-war-air-pollution-sciencer 1/24/2018 II :31 :3 8 AM j 
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Laboratory at the University of California Irvine, is not an obvious 

ideologue like Honeycutt, but his research findings would support 

a deregulatory agenda for air pollution. "The relative risks 

associated with modern [particulate matter] are very small and 

confounded by many factors," he wrote in a 2004 study. "Neither 

toxicology studies nor human clinical investigations have 

identified the components and/or characteristics of [particulate 

matter] that might be causing the health-effect associations." 

Phalen has argued that the air is currently too clean, because 

children's lungs need to breathe irritants in order to learn how to 

fight them. "Modern air," he said in 2012, "is a little too clean for 

optimum health." 

Anne Smith, an analyst at NERA Economic Consulting, has argued 

against President Barack Obama's signature climate change 

regulation, the Clean Power Plan. Specifically, she took issue with 

how his administration classified the health risks of particulate 

matter. She contends that one can't know for certain whether a 

death during, for instance, a smog event was directly caused by air 

pollution. Mainstream scientists acknowledge as much, but say the 

strong statistical correlation between death rates and pollution 

rates are enough to prove the risks. Smith disagrees. 

The rest of the expected nominees are similarly skeptical. The 

University of North Carolina's Richard Smith is the author of a 

recent peer-reviewed study that found "No association of acute 

deaths with levels of PM2.5 or ozone." Stanley Young, a listed 

expert at the climate-denying Heartland Institute, has written that 

there is "empirical evidence and a logical case that air pollution is 

(most likely) not causally related to acute deaths." And Tony Cox

the one expected to be appointed to the clean air board-has long 

argued that the public health benefits of reducing ozone pollution 

are "unwarranted and exaggerated." 

hnps://newrcpublic.com/article/145582/scott·pruitt~declares-war·air-pollution-science[ l/24/20 IS I t :31 :38 AMl 
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Facebook 

Unlike with climate change, which scientists overwhelmingly 

agree is driven by humans, some peer-reviewed studies cast doubt 

on air pollution's health impacts. But other peer-reviewed studies 

say air pollution's health risks are even greater than we currently 

assume. And the majority of scientists agree that air pollution 

poses a threat to public health, and can trigger death in vulnerable 

populations. The disproportionate number of doubters on Pruitt's 

science advisory team doesn't reflect that robust debate happening 

within the scientific community. Instead, it drastically tips the 

scales in favor of Pruitt's deregulatory policy agenda. Or as Milloy, 

the EPA transition team member and CPAC panelist put it on 

Tuesday afternoon, "More winning!" 

Emily Atkin is a staff writer at the New Republic. 

0000 
Read More Climate Change, Politics, Scott Pruitt, Environment, Environmental Protection Agency, Clean A1r 

Act Donald Trump 

Twitter !nstagram Linkedln 

Copyright 2018 ©New Republic. AI! rights reserved. 

https://ne\·Vrepublic.l!om/article/145582/scott-pruitt-Jeclares-\\"aNlir-pollution-sciencell/24/20 18 II :31 :38 AMl 



1251 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00517 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.0

35

Trump Administration Deserts Science Advisory Boards Across Agencies llnsideC\imate News 

Trump Administration Deserts Science Advisory 
Boards Across Agencies 

While top-level science positions remain vacant. scientific advisory panels have been 
quietly diminished, disbanded or stacked with industry scientists, 

BY GEORGINA GUSTIN 

https:f/lnsldec!imatenews.org/I'lews/180120 18/science-dimate-changc-advisory-board-epa-interior-lrump-administration{l/24/20 18 12:43:04 PM) 
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EPA Adnllf11Strator Scott Prwll, meettng t1ere w:tl1 r1'11fl81S 111 Pennsylvama 

renresent01t:vos from 1ndustnes tile agency regulates A new Urlllm of Concemed Sc!l;:;nt,sts report looks at the changes Cred>t 

Images 

Stay infonned about the latest climate, energy and environmental justice news by email, 

ICN newsletter. 

for the 

Shortly after President took office, Paul Beier, a professor at Northern Arizona University 

and a member of a little known government science panel that advised the Interior Department on climate 

change, got an emaiL 

"It basically said, 'Thank you very much,"' Beier recalled. "I said, 'Is this a goodbye letter?' They said, 

'Yeah, you're done'." 

Beier was one of 25 people on the Advisory Committee on Climate Change and Natural Resource Science, 

a the Department of Interior on ways to minimize the impacts of at 

natural and culturally important sites. Like dozens of panels and boards formed to advise government 

agencies on science-related challenges, the committee met regularly and offered recommendations. 

"They would take our ideas and run with them, so it was quite rewarding," Beier said, remembering the 

https://insidec!imatem~ws.org/news/180 120 18/science~climate·change-advisory~board·epa-interior-trump~administration[ 1/24/2018 12:43:04 PM] 
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work of the panel under the Obama administration. "They clearly wanted our advice." 

Not anymore. 

A report released Thursday by the (UCS) found that, in the first year of 

the Trump administration, science advisory panels charged with advising agencies across the government 

have been whittled down or, like Beie~s. dissolved entirely. Those still in existence, the report found, met 

less often than they have since the government began tracking their meetings 20 years ago. 

UCS looked at the schedules and records of 73 science advisory panels and found that membership 

declined 14 percent compared to 2016, while the number of meetings dropped 20 percent In 2017, nearly 

two-thirds of the panels that UCS studied met less often than their charters require. 

"Throughout the system, they're sidelining scientists. It's not just at the higher levels," said Andrew 

Rosenberg, director of UCS's Center for Science and Democracy, who has also served on several advisory 

panels. "They want no dissenting voices." 

President Donald Trump has yet to appoint a presidential science advisor to lead the Office of Science and 

Technology Policy, or to appoint members to the Presidential Council on Advisors on Science and 

Technology, among other notable vacancies. But UCS wanted to look at advisory boards, which have a 

lower profile and don't craft policy themselves, yet hold an important role in disseminating critical science to 

https://insideelimatenews.org/ncws/180 120 18/scicnee·c!imate-change-advisory.board-epa-interior·trump·adminisrrationf 1/24120 IS 12:43:04 PM] 
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policy makers. 

'They inform the public, too, and [their work] becomes part of the administrative record," Rosenberg said. 

"So a Secretary can't say, 'I didn't know about this when I made a decision.' They can be held accountable 

by the public, the courts or Congress. The information is in the record.'' 

Bears Ears, Other Decisions Made While Advisory Boards on Hold 

Already, the UCS report says, the Trump administration has made several key decisions or rules without 

the benefit of advisory panels, including Interior Secretary proposal to radically downsize two 

national monuments in Utah-Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante-while agency advisory 

committees were on hold. 

The UCS report notes that, earlier in the year, Zinke froze 200 advisory panels, including nine scientific 

advisory panels. This week, The Washington Post reported that most of the members on one of those 

advisory panels-the National Park System Advisory Board-had 

had refused to schedule even a single meeting. 

saying Zinke 

At least one research institution is taking matters into its own hands. Earlier this month, Columbia 

University's Earth Institute announced it had hired Richard Moss, who headed NOAA's Advisory Panel for 

the Sustained National Climate Assessment, which was disbanded last summer. The purpose of the 

committee was to help share the findings of the 

makers and government planners so they could make more informed decisions on improving resilience or 

adapting to climate change risk. In his new role, Moss will reassemble the group, 

EPA Boosted Industry Presence on Science Board 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator has hit his agency's scientific panels 

especially hard, according to custom, the report says. Pruitt also issued a 

that ordered any member of the agency's Science Advisory Board who receives EPA funding 

to either give up the funding or step down. Pruitt, meanwhile, has appointed people from industries that the 

agency regulates. 

https :/ /insi declimatenews.org/news/ 180 120 18/scien ce~clim ate~changeMadvisoryMboard-epaM interi orMtrum p-adrni n is !ration{ 1/2 4/20 I 8 12: 4 3 : 04 PM] 
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"The Trump administration has clearly decided they have no need for the best science advice. In fact, they 

think they need no scientific advice. For the most part, they're letting these committees atrophy," said 

David Michaels, a professor in the department of environmental and occupational health at George 

Washington University. "The exception to that is when they're appointing conflicted scientists at EPA." 

Michaels, who was an assistant secretary at the departments of both Labor and Energy during the Clinton 

and Obama administrations, has written extensively on science in politics. 

"We know that conflict of interest shapes your view of the world," he said. "So to have scientists who work 

for the industry on an advisory board means he or she will not be providing impartial scientific judgment." 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

https:/, in.-;idcdimatencws.org/ncws/1 SO! 20! S/sch:nc.e~dim;.iti~~ehangt>rl.dvi~ory-boan!-cpa-interior-trump-adminh:tratkml! /24/201 8 12:43:04 PM] 
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Georgina Gustin is a Washington-based reporter who has covered food policy, 
farming and the environment for more than a decade. She started her journalism 
career at The Day in New London, Conn., then moved to the St. Louis Post
Dispatch, where she launched the "food beat." covering agriculture, biotech giant 
Monsanto and the growing "good food" movement At CQ Roll Call, she covered 
food, farm and drug policy and the intersections between federal regulatory 
agencies and Congress. Her work has also appeared in The New York Times, 
Washington Post and National Geographic's The Plate, among others. 
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EPA Budget Cuts Won't Fly, House Appropriators 
Tell Pruitt 

ll"u~,~ d)lj'wprin1nr~, hmh lh'ptihlicarh <md !kJ!I()Crllh. \\Cf\.''J!'P0"8l [(l thr dll~ l<llhc 1 I\\ J,ud?.CI ~.k·il'rhkll by it c.· :~dminhu,olN, ')coH Pruin. rr\llll 
\\iliiJ11h{ ()!{ollC:dl!ilr:!'h<'lUJ 

Eh ina Nm\aguna 

Posted Jun 16,2017 5:23PM 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's defense of the administration's proposal to his agency's budget by 30 

percent arc Calling short with House appropriators, "ho arc making clear that they'll toss it aside when 

they write their Interior-Environment spending hilL 

The sharp cuts proposed in the President Donald Trump's budget are "untenable,'' Interior-Environment 

Subcommittee Chairman Ke!l ( 'ah crl told Pruitt at a hearing. a sharp rebuke Ji·om a key appropriator. 

Facing a 30 percent cut in its spending. the EP II. would incur the steepest cuts of any federal agency in 

Trump's fiscal2018 budget request The White House's proposed $5.7 billion for EPA is $2.4 billion 

below the $8. l billion enacted in the liscal 2017 omnibus bill (PL 115-31 ), 

"I can assure you. you'll be the llrst EP/1. administrator who has come before this committee in eight 

years that gets more money than you've asked for." Rep. I' om Cole, R-Okla.. told Pruitt, acknowledging 

https://'.\V.rw.m!lcall.com/newsipo!icylepa-budget-cut<>-wont-Dy-house-appropriators..tel!-pruitt[ 1/24/2018 12: I 0:57 PM] 
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longstanding antipathy toward the agency by Congress' Republican majority. "The tina! decision rests 

here." 

Pruitt. an outspoken critic of the agency in his previous role as Oklahoma's attorney general. told 

lawmakers that the agency can fullill its mission with "a trimmed budget'' and proper management. 

"The president's budget aims to reduce redundancies and inefficiencies. and prioritize EPA's core 

statutory mission of providing Americans with clean air. land. and water:• he said. 

The administration's budget also proposes to eliminate nearly 3,800 positions. amounting to about a 

quarter of the agency's workforce. Pruitt told the panel the cuts would be through attrition. voluntmy 

buyouts and a hiring Crcezc. 

The EPA has lost more than 2.000 employees over the last decade and critks of the budget request fear 

further reductions could cripple the agency and its ability to protect the environment and cnf(lrcc 

regulations. 

Rep. Mark Amudci. R-Nev., said he would take into account the litct that the agency has already lost a 

big chunk of its funding and statT 

"It's impmiant to know that the Congress has cut the agency quite a bit before you got there and quite a 

bit recently in relative terms." Amodei told Pruitt. "Quite [rankly. as many people have made the point. 

nobody is standing on the roo!lop begging f(>r dirty water and dirty air and dirty soil and those sorts of 

things.·· 

While Republicans on the panel commended Trumt)s attempts to halance the budget and continue 

current ltmding levels for drinking water infrastructure, lawmakers li·om both parties made it clear they 

would not support a budget that would cut dozens of programs important to their constituencies. 

"Proposed cuts of this magnitude put agencies and important tasks at risk:' Calvert said. "In many 

instances the budget proposes to significantly reduce or eliminate programs that are vitally important to 

each member on this subcommittee:· 

State Role 

In defending the proposaL Pruitt told law1nakers that his goal was to return more power to the states to 

regulate environmental issues. 

"EPA can accomplish a lot when the agency focuses on working cooperatively with the states and tribes 

https://w,,vw.rol!caJLcom/newsfpo!icy/epa~budget-cuts-wont-fly-house-appropri<ttors-tell-pruitt[ 1124/2018 12:1 0:57 PMl 
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to improve health and the environment;· Pruitt said. 

But that assertion was challenged by both Republicans and Democrats. who pointed to the deep cuts to 

multiple state grant programs that they said would hurt their communities. 

··[ don"t know how we can expect states to take on more of EPA "s responsibilities without money."" Rep. 

Derek Kilmer. D-Wash .• told Pruitt. 

Calvert said he objected to cuts to several programs including the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act grant 

program. which he said is essential to improving air quality in his state ofCalilornia and the Superfund 

program. that would sec its budget cut by a third. 

"These arc all proposals that we"re unlikely to entertain;· Calvert said. "Further. the budget proposes to 

significantly reduce other imp01iant state grants while asking states to continue to serve as principle 

leads to implement delegated environmental programs:· 

Ohio ltl'\TIHlkcrs on the paneL Republican l)a, Joyce' and Democrat \!lure: Kap1ur. scolded Pruitt for 

the administration"s plan to eliminate the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 

The initiative was founded in 20 I 0 to bolster ciTorts to protect and restore what is considered the largest 

system of ti·csh surtace water in the world. covering Lakes Superior. Michigan. Huron. Eric. and 

Ontario. 

··Jt wouldn't happen without federal support:· Joyce said. 

Overall. the budget would cut around 50 EPA programs and eliminate most of the agency's climate 

programs. which the administration views as a waste of money. Trump himself has in the past said that 

climate change is a hoax perpetrated by the Chinese and his representatives have recently dodged 

questions seeking to clarify his position on the issue. 

Democrats rebuked the administration for what they view as an anti-environment plan that rejects the 

agency·s responsibility to provide a healthy environment and clean water. 

House Appropriations" top Democrat. l\ita Lowey of New York. said the budget displayed the 

administration"s ··willfhl ignorance·· of climate change and lalls shmt of the agency"s responsibilities. 

Pruitt has acknowledged that climate change is happening. but casts doubt on the science linking global 

warming to human activity and carbon emissions. He has also challenged assumptions that the long-term 

economic cost of climate change is greater than the short term cost of reducing carbon emissions. 

https:/!www.rollca!Lcom/news/po!icy/epa-budgct-cuts-wont-fly-house-appropriators-tell-pruitt[J/24/2018 12:10:57 PM} 
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Interior-Environment Subcommittee top Democrat, f:kH; ~1o..'( 'nllum of Minnesota. said she will not 

support a budget that funds the agency bdow 2017 levels . 

.. Presitknt Trump can propose this destructive budget and the administrator can come here and defend it. 

but it's Congress and this committee which "ill determine EPA's limding, .. McCollum said. 

Get breaking news alerts and more from Roll Call or your 

{ ict P~'nnis~inn~ 

Topics: en,·iromllent Appropriatkn1s Betly McCollum Budget california 

David Joyce Defense democrats OerckKilmer Donald J. Trump EJwironmcnt 

EPA E."<ecutive Branch House Ken Calvert MarcyKaptur MarkAmodei 

Michig.nl Minnesota Nevada New York Nita M Lowey Ohio Oklahoma 

Republicans Science Tom Cole wa~hinp_ton ,. 

https://www.ro!leall.eom/news/policy/epa*budget·cuts·wont-fly.house-appropriators*tetl-pruitt{l/2412018 12: 10:57 PM I 
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August 14,2017 

https:l/insideepa.com/daily-feed/ewire-pruitts-secrecy-draws-criticism-even-his-friends 

As EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt rolls back major Obama-era climate and other environmental 
regulations, he is doing much of his work in secret, with the help of a small group of political 
appointees-- many of whom share a similar background in Oklahoma politics and staunch 
opposition to EPA. 

The New York Times brings the dynamic to light, reporting that Pruitt limits access to the floor 
where his office is and that career employees are sometimes told to leave behind cellphones or 
not take notes when meeting with him. According to the Times, Pruitt also often does not use the 
phone in his office to take important phone calls. 

As Inside EPA readers know, Pruitt's EPA had already taken steps to limit access, including by 
ending the typical practice of publicly posting the administrator's schedule. And shortly after 
taking office, the Trump administration began to remove pages from EPA's website, including 
many of the pages related to climate change, claiming it was redoing the website to reflect 
administration priorities. 

But Pruitt's apparent cloak of secrecy is sparking criticism from many corners-- including 
current Republican senators and former Republican EPA administrators. 

Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND) criticized Pruitt for holding a series of closed meetings when he 
visited North Dakota last week, according to the Bismark Tribune. 

"I think [meetings] should be open," Hoeven told the paper after Pruitt held several closed 
meetings in North Dakota with local officials, as well as agriculture and energy industry 
representatives. "And when my office organizes them, that's how we do it." 

According to the paper, "the level of privacy-- and the security it entailed --led to a pair of 
Grand Forks Herald reporters who arrived ahead of Pruitt's appearance at the UND Energy and 
Environmental Research facility being ejected from the grounds of the campus building by UND 
Police.'' 
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That prompted a response from National Press Club President Jeff Ballou, who said his is 
"looking into" the incident. 

Pruitt is also catching flak from William Ruckelhaus, who served as EPA chief in two 
Republican administrations, told the Times, "Reforming the regulatory system would be a good 

thing ifthere were an honest, open process. But it appears that what is happening now is taking a 
meat ax to the protections of public health and environment and then hiding it." 

As an example, the Times relays an account of Pruitt's treatment of the Obama-era Clean Water 
Act (CWA) jurisdiction rule, which he is working to repeal and rewrite. EPA released in June a 
proposal to repeal the rule, and it included an updated economic justification. 

Betsy Southerland, a former top water office official, told the Times that the office, under Pruitt's 
orders, produced -- in three days -- a new economic analysis ofthe jurisdiction rule rollback that 
gutted the benefits analysis the Obama administration had issued. 'They produced a new cost
benefit analysis that showed no quantifiable benefit to preserving wetlands," Southerland said. 

She and others said such a sudden shift was "highly unusual" since studies that estimate rules' 

economic impacts take months or years to produce, and include extensive written justifications. 
"Typically there are huge written records, weighing in on the scientific facts, the technology 
facts and the economic facts," she said. "Everything's in writing. This repeal process is political 

staff giving verbal directions to get the outcome they want, essentially overnight." 

The play-by-play over the CWA jurisdiction rule could provide insight into how Pruitt plans to 
approach the deregulatory process for other major Obama-era regulations, including the Clean 
Power Plan (CPP). Sources have said EPA's proposal to repeal the CPP --sent to the White 
House for interagency review June 8 --is expected to include a redone economic justification 

that increases the cost to regulated entities of the rule. 

Stay tuned to InsideEP A as we bring you the latest on the deregulatory process. 
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GOP senator criticizes EPA head's 
closed-door meeting in North Dakota 

1,588 

state last week 
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Hoeven's off1ce told the Tnbune that •t had encouraged the EPA to open up 

Prultt'smeetingswlthstateoffic~alslastVVednesday 

Aci«M\ik&Offnl the day w1th Hoeven, North Dakota Gov Doug Burgum (R) and 

Rep. Kevin Cramer (R-N 0 ) and held closed-door meetings w1!h agnculture 

andenergyindus!ryrepresentatNes 

cntic1zedthemeetmgs 

A spokesman for Burgum told the Tnbune the meet111gs' logistics amounted to a 

"m1sunderstandmg 'Cramer sa1d "there certamly would l1ave been no reason to 

The EPA did not reply to a request for comment Monday 
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POliTICO 

POLITICO 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

climate science challenge 
There is concern the GOP and its policies 'Will 
argument about whether global warming is real. 

By EMILY HOLDEN I 08/09/2017 05:38AM EDT 
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EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt has publicly scoffed at the idea that carbon dioxide is a "primary contributor" to 
J!obat warming. I Scott Olson/Getty Images 
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EPA chief Scott Pruitt's attacks on mainstream climate science are causing discomfort in a 
surprising corner among many of the conservative and industry groups that have cheered 
his efforts to dismantle Barack Obama's environmental regulations. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, political groups backed by the Koch brothers and the top 
lobbying organizations for the coal, oil, natural gas and power industries are among those so 
far declining to back Pruitt's efforts to undermine the scientific consensus on human-caused 
climate change, according to more than a dozen interviews by POLITICO. Some advocates 
privately worry that the debate would politically harm moderate Republicans, while wasting 
time and effort that's better spent on the Environmental Protection Agency's regulatory 
rollback. 

Nevertheless, the former Oklahoma attorney general is persisting- a stance that could 
enhance his future political prospects in his deep-red home state. 

As with immigration, trade and health care, climate change is one of numerous issues on 
which President Donald Trump's administration must decide how aggressively to attack the 
established consensus. And some of Pruitt's allies worry about the dangers of going too far. 

"Policy risks could arise from playing politics," said Chrissy Harbin, vice president of 
external affairs for Americans for Prosperity, a major conservative group backed by the 
industrialist brothers Charles and David Koch. "If done incorrectly, efforts that are more 
politically motivated than policy-focused could unintentionally undermine conservatives' 
ability to roll back overreaching Obama-era regulations." 

Pruitt drew widespread criticism in late June after EPA revealed that he was pushing for 
government-chosen experts to hold a public "red team, blue team" debate about climate 
science - a move that environmentalists say would place fringe views on an even playing 
field with established, peer-reviewed research. 

He also hasn't ruled out trying to overturn EPA's science-based conclusion that climate 
change threatens human health and welfare, a 2009 decision that legally requires the agency 
to take action to limit greenhouse gas emissions. 

Mbrning Energy newsletter 
The source for energy and environment news -weekday mornings, in your in box. 
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By Signing up you agree to receive email newsletters or aterts from POLITICO, You can unsubscribe at any time, 

Pruitt is also weighing a crucial policy decision in which science could play a major role -

whether EPA should craft a replacement for Obama's landmark 2015 greenhouse gas 

regulations for power plants, which Pruitt and Trump have vowed to repeal. Most power 

companies want the agency to replace Obama's climate standards with a far laxer regulation 

that would require few changes for coal plants, but doing that would mean acknowledging 

EPA's legal authority on climate change. 

A riskier alternative would be for EPA to revoke its 2009 scientific conclusions in hopes of 

forgoing climate regulations altogether. 

Pruitt's decision could be influenced by people like West Virginia Attorney General Patrick 

Morrisey, who is challenging Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) in 2018 and was involved in 

lawsuits against Obama's regulations. Morrisey recently pitched options to "permanently kill 

the Obama Power Plan" to his state's coal lobby, and he plans to talk to through those 

possibilities ~ith other Republican attorneys general soon. 

Pruitt has publicly scoffed at the idea that carbon dioxide is a "primary contributor" to 

global warming - not too unlike Trump himself, who has dismissed human-caused climate 
change as a "hoax." 

But not all Republicans support reopening that debate. And the top fossil-fuel trade groups 

have not asked the agency to reexamine its 2009 conclusion about climate science, 

commonly known as the "endangerment finding." 

"We have neither taken a position on it nor have we been terribly interested in that debate," 

said Luke Popovich, a spokesman for the National Mining Association, which has preferred 

to attack Obama-era regulations as government overreach and threats to jobs and the 

economy. "We're not debating the 'accept or deny climate science.' We approach it as a 

policy issue: how do we deal with this issue, what is the most prudent and rational course for 

that ... we have much more pressing issues, as you can imagine." 

AFP and the Chamber also have not asked Pruitt to dispute climate science or the legal 

finding, and neither have the Koch-backed American Legislative Exchange Council, the 

American Petroleum Institute, the American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity, the Edison 

Electric Institute or the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, a major political 

donor whose members include coal-burning power utilities in rural states. Most of those 

groups haven't taken a public stance, but others have privately argued against the effort. 
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On the other hand, some conservative groups do want Pruitt to contest the endangerment 
finding - among them, the Heritage Foundation, the Cato Institute, the American Energy 
Alliance, the Competitive Enterprise Institute and the Heartland Institute. Bob Murray, 
CEO of the coal company Murray Energy CEO, has also argued that his industry needs 
Pruitt to rescind the finding, although other coal producers have disagreed with him. Other 
coal companies are still discussing their positions. 

Trump deportations lag behind Obama levels 
By TED HESSON 

Steve Milloy, a well-known climate change critic who is a fellow for the conservative E&E 
Legal Institute, maintained that "all of the climate skeptics are in favor of this whole thing." 
But he added that he thinks the idea for challenging climate science "all carne from Scott 
Pruitt himself." 

"Industry guys are all over the map," Milloy said. "They're all very confused and don't know 

what's good for them." 

Disputing the endangerment finding would be tough, triggering a legal fight from 
environmental groups that EPA could easily lose given the vast amount of evidence from 
scientists that shows man-made greenhouse gas emissions harm the environment. And it 
could last through the end of the Trump administration. 

"The downsides are considerable," said David Bookbinder, chief counsel for the libertarian 
Niskanen Center, which believes Pruitt has a legal duty to regulate greenhouse gases. "It 

would take an enormous amount of work to do it, and then [Pruitt] would get laughed out of 
court." 

Bookbinder argues Pruitt's climate debate is a "a political exercise entirely." 

"This is nothing more than to give people a show," Bookbinder said. "The man's running for 
Senate next year. Everything he says is calculated toward securing the Republican 
nomination in Oklahoma and then winning the general election there." 

Pruitt has not disclosed any plans for a Senate run, although Sen. Jim Inhofe's term is up in 

2020. Democrats and watchdog groups have similarly accused Pruitt of using his EPA post 
and the climate debate to launch a campaign for Congress. Pruitt has helped fuel those 
accusations by making frequent trips horne -based on a review of travel records, Reuters 
reported that Pruitt spent almost half his days in Oklahoma this past spring. 
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Pruitt recently told The Oklahoman that he was not interested in jumping into the state's 

open gubernatorial race next year. But he declined to speculate on a possible run for Senate 

if Inhofe retires before Election Day in 2020, at which point Inhofe would be 85. 

EPA did not comment for this story. 

Climate change typically doesn't drive voters to the polls. Still, Oklahomans are more 

skeptical of the science than most Americans, according to the Yale Program on Climate 

Change Communication. Inhofe has repeatedly won reelection as one of the chamber's most 

vocal critics of climate science, including writing a book on the topic called "The Greatest 

Hoax." 

Republicans who accept that humans cause climate change but have questions about the 

best policy response say Pruitt's enterprise could be helpful but risks becoming overly 

politicized. 

Eli Lehrer, president ofthe R Street Institute, a free-market think tank that has argued for a 

congressionally mandated carbon price, said a debate "could be very helpful in clarifying 

what conservatives should be doing and how conservatives should and should not worry 

about it." 

Temperatures are rising and it's our fault. Here's what scientists 
are saying. 
By EMILY HOLDEN and LILY MIHALIK 

"If Republicans, on the other hand, end up going down the rabbit hole of saying that an 

overwhelming scientific consensus is a hoax or a fraud, then it becomes a problem," he 

added. 

GOP politicians in swing districts would be forced to defend or denounce the 

administration, he said. 

But that's inevitable, some of the people pushing for a review of the science say. 

"The whole, 'I'm not a scientist' thing went over like a lead balloon,"' said one conservative 

familiar with polling on the issue- alluding to one recent GOP talking point on climate 

change. "You're not a doctor either, but you vote on health care. [Addressing] the science in 

unavoidable." 
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In addition to potentially stressing moderate Republicans, Pruitt's plans put industry in a 

tough spot. 

Power companies in particular are against debating the science or reviewing the 

endangerment finding, but they don't want to fight Pruitt publicly. 

"In the utility world, I couldn't name anyone who is advocating for that right now," said one 

power-sector source who spoke anonymously because he didn't want to draw attention to 

his company. 

Some want the finding intact because they are continuing to lower their carbon emissions by 

shutting dovm coal plants and building more natural gas-fired and renewable electricity. 

They assume they will face carbon limits in the future, regardless of the Trump 

administration's plans. Others don't think the fight is worth the time and money, the source 

said. 

The source added that most aren't making their position knovm because it's "not worth the 

risk of being out in front of something like this like this," including because they might come 

under pressure from shareholders for any public comments. 
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Pruitt is turning his back on transparency at the FPA- The Washington Post 
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Pruitt is turning his back 
on transparency at the 
EPA 

https:/1\\'WW. washingtonpost.com/ ... y-at-the-epa/20 17/11/0 l /cd2c lb84-bd88-11 e7-8444-a0d4ffi4b89eb _story.htm!?utm _tcnn"".65hc2492dd2l [1/22/20 18 9:06:0 l AM] 
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Pruitt is tuming hb back on transparency at the EPA· The \Vashington Post 

By William D. Ruckelshaus 

William D. Ruckelshaus was administrator of the Environmental 

Protection Agency from 1970 to 1973 and from 1983 to 1985. 

In May 1983, President Ronald Reagan asked me to lead the 

Environmental Protection Agency for a second time. The first time was 

when the EPA began. Reagan's first appointed administrator, Anne 

Burford, had lost the trust of the public and the confidence of Congress. 

There were serious questions about the management of the EPA's 

Superfund program and a too-cozy relationship with corporate 

executives and lobbyists. 

On my first day back, I issued what is now called the "fishbowl memo," 

which laid out my commitment to openness at the agency. We started to 

release my full schedule and the publication of written communications 

on a daily basis. We held regular, brown-bag lunches with the reporters 

who covered the agency, and every reporter knew he or she could attend. 

Every other Wednesday, I would spend 90 minutes meeting with those 

reporters, answering questions. Nothing was off-limits. Everything was 

on the record. 

Why was this so important? 

Because the EPA is a public-health agency that is just as important to 

people's well-being as the Food and Drug Administration or the 

National Institutes of Health. The statutes the EPA administers are 

explicit and unmistakable: Set a safe level of exposure to (name your 

chemical or pollutant or pesticide) with an adequate margin of safety. 

Is it safe to breathe this air? Is it safe to drink this water? Or to swim in 

it? Is that apple free of toxic chemicals? What is that old waste dump 

doing to the well water? These are the kinds of questions the EPA 

https://.,.Y\VW.washingtonpost.com/. .. y-at-the-epa/20 17/ll/Ol/cd2c 1 b84-bd88-lle7-8444-a0d4fD4b89cb _stOJ)'.html?utm_tenn"'.65be2492dd21 [ 1/22/2018 9:06:0! AM] 
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Pruitt is tuming his back on transparency at the EPA· The Wa~hinglon Post 

answers for the American people. 

For the agency to be effective in protecting health, it must first be 

trusted. People have to believe that when the EPA says something is 

safe, it is. Otherwise we'll have chaos. 

People must believe that the EPA is acting in their interest, the public 

interest, not on behalf of a special or influential interest. That's why at a 

time of crisis for the EPA in 1983, the fishbowl memo was so important, 

why press access was so important. 

Scott Pruitt, the current EPA administrator, is taking the absolute 

opposite approach. 

Pruitt OJWrates in seenx'Y. By concealing his efforts, even innocent 

actions create an air of suspicion, making it difficult for a skeptical 

public to give him the benefit of the doubt. 

It's not that Pruitt is meeting too frequently with executives and 

lobbyists from the industries he regulates. Every EPA administrator 

does that and should do that. But there should be a public record about 

what was discussed at the meetings. Any access to a specific interest 

should be matched by the same grant to all interests. Most often the 

public hearing process will satisfy any need for individual meetings. 

Becoming an advocate for a specific industry raises serious questions 

that sow doubt about fairness and objectivity. The EPA should have no 

natural constituency but the public whose health it is mandated to 

protect. 

Pruitt appears to be turning his back on a bipartisan tradition of 

transparent governance at the EPA While no administration is perfect 

on this, Pruitt's history of working intimately with industry makes it all 

https://w""'"'·washingtonpost.com/ ... y·aHhe-epai2017/! !/OI/cd2c!b84-bd88-lle7-8444-a0d4ftl4b89eb_story.html?utm_tenn"".65be2492dd2l[l/22/2018 9:06:01 AM} 
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Pruitt is turning his back on transparency at th~ EPA- Th~ Washington Post 

the more important that he allay his critics' fears instead of intensifying 

them. And the consequence of such conduct is the slow, destructive 

erosion of public trust in the EPA. 

Once trust is lost and warnings of unsafe air or contaminated water are 

ignored, Americans will pay the price. Without that trust, not only will 

people question whether they can believe their government but also 

business and industry will face public backlash. Boycotts and other 

attacks are no good for industry and may result in more regulation than 

warranted. 

Industry leaders understand that a public regulatory agency gives their 

businesses a public license to operate. A strong, credible and fair 

regulatory regime is essential to the smooth functioning of our economy. 

Unless people believe their health and the environment are being 

safeguarded, they will withdraw their permission for companies to do 

business. 

To Pruitt and President Trump, I suggest remembering Anne Bmford's 

experience at the EPA. Remember that a loss of public trust can come 

back to haunt your administration. 

Read more here: 

The Post's View: The EPA rips up the Clean Power Plan 

Tom Toles: Scott Pruitt pairs an exquisite gift of bad timing with 

egregious policy 

The Post's View: Scott Pruitt demonstrates what climate denial sounds 

like 

Letters: The sad state oftoday's EPA 

https://wv,w.washingtonpost.com/ .. .y-at-the-cpa/20 l7/ll/Ol/cd2c 1 b84-hd88-11 e7-8444-a0d4f04b89eb _story.html?utm _ tenn""".65be2492Jd2l [1/22/20! 8 9:06:0! AM} 
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fhese Republicans Are Pretty Upset Ahout Trump's EPA Budget-- Mother Jones 

These Republicans Are Pretty Upset About Trump's EPA 
Budget 

Congress reminds Trump you can't always get what you want. 

Looking for news you can trust? 
Subscribe to our free newsletters. 

D 

Email 

If President Donald Trump gets what he has asked for in his budget request, the 

Environmental Protection Agency will be in the worst shape of its entire 4 7-year history. 

llttps:/lwww.mothe~jones.com/environment/20 17 /06/repub!icans-pmitt-epa-budget-tnnnp/{ 112412018 II :49:43 AM] 
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l'hco;e Republicans Are Pre!ty Upset About Trump's EPA Budget- Mother Jones 

Trump's budget would eliminate more than so EPA programs, cut the agency's scientific 

research by nearly half, and decimate environmental enforcement and grants to states and 

tribes. In all, the proposal would eliminate $2.6 billion in EPA spending, which amounts to 

roughly 31 percent of the agency's annual expenditures. 

But there is a limited silver lining in all this. Trump's budget is so extreme that it has 

prompted some GOP lawmakers to speak up in defense of the EPA. That became apparent 

Thursday when EPA chief Scott Pruitt appeared before a House appropriations 

subcommittee to deliver his first defense of the budget cuts. Several Republicans had an 

unexpected reply to Pruitt's testimony: You're going to get more than you've asked for. 

"You may be the first person 
to get more than you asked 
for, because ... nobody is 
standing on the rooftops 
begging for dirty water and 
dirty air and dirty soil." 

"You may be the first person to get more 

than you asked for, because, quite frankly, 

as many people have made the point, 

nobody is standing on the rooftops begging 

for dirty water and dirty air and dirty soil 

and those sort of things," Rep. Mark Amodei 

(R-Nevada) told Pruitt during the hearing. 

Amodei also echoed an argument made by 

some former EPA staffers, who have pointed 

out that the agency was already stretched 

thin during the Obama years when it was operating with a smaller budget than in the past. 

"Congress has cut the agency quite a bit before you got there, and quite a bit recently in 

relative terms," Amodei said. 

Throughout the hearing, Pruitt avoided wading into the Trump administration's usual 

ideological arguments about how the EPA kills jobs or harms economic growth. Instead, 

whenever the Republicans and Democrats questioned him about proposed budget cuts 

affecting their districts, Pruitt acknowledged that the issue was an important one and 

insisted that the EPA would still fulfill its obligations-even in some cases where Trump has 

proposed entirely eliminating the relevant office or program. 

It was Rep. David Joyce, a Republican from Ohio, who noted the contradiction in what Pruitt 

was saying. Joyce spoke out in defense of the EPA's Great Lakes restoration program, which 

Trump's budget zeroes out. The budget "appears to largely remove the federal government as 

https://w>vw.motherjones.com/environmcnl/20 17 /06/repub\icans*pruitt-epa-buJgeHrump/jl/24/20 18 11 :49:43 AM j 
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Thcs~ Republicans Are Pretty Upset About Trump's EPA Budget~ Mother Jones 

a partner in all our Great Lakes," Joyce said. "I view it as a national treasure," he added, 

before asking if Pruitt thinks it's "fair to expect states and local communities to shoulder the 

burden of caring for them." 

Pruitt's responded that the federal "leadership role is important as well and it will continue," 

though he didn't quite articulate how that would be possible if the program was 

eliminated. "We view those states as partners and stakeholders and will continue to view 

them in that fashion as we go forward," Pruitt insisted. "It's important we show leadership 

but work with each of the stakeholders to achieve the good outcomes." 

On a few other occasions, Republicans reminded Pruitt which branch of government 

ultimately writes appropriations bills, hinting that the administration wouldn't get its way. 

Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.) noted that "the power ofthe purse is here on Capitol 

Hill." Frelinghuysen was upset with the roughly 30 percent cuts proposed for the Superfund 

program, which would affect the more than 100 hazardous waste sites in New Jersey. 

Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.) expressed concern over the budget zeroing out several tribal 

environmental grants and programs. "There's a big difference between states and localities 

that have taxing powers and Indian tribes that don't," Cole said, explaining that it would be 

difficult for tribal government to fill the vacuum left by the EPA. 

Rep. Kevin Calvert (R-Calif.) used his time to question Pruitt on whether he'd continue to 

honor California's waiver allowing the state to pursue tougher greenhouse gas standards for 

motor vehicles. The auto industry and some conservatives have pressed the Trump 

administration to rescind California's waiver, but Pruitt said it was not currently under 

review. Calvert also criticized a line in the budget that would eliminate a program for 

reducing diesel emissions. 

Despite the Republican criticism, many EPA programs remain as vulnerable as ever, 

especially as Pruitt pursues employee buyouts well ahead of any vote on the new budget. It's 

actually one of the few areas where Trump's budget asks for more funds for the 

EPA: specifically, $68 million for a program called "workforce reshaping." 

LIMATE FIND ALL 0\11! CLIMATE DESK STORIES H£R£ 

https://www.motherjones.com/cnviromncnt/20 l7/06/repub\icans-pruitt-cpa-budget4rump/[l/24/20 18 11 :49:43 AM) 
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rhl!sl! Rl!pub!icans Are Pretty Upset About Trump's EPA Budget·- Mother Jones 

Mother Jones was founded as a nonprofit in 1976 because we knew corporations and the wealthy 

wouldn't fund the type of hard-hitting journalism we set out to do. 

Today, reader support makes up about two-thirds of our budget, allows us to dig deep on stories 

that matter, and lets us keep our reporting free for everyone. If you value what you get from 

Mother Jones, please join us with a tax-deductible donation so we can keep on doing the 

type of journalism that 2018 demands. 

DONATE NOW 

RELATED 

Trump Wants to Cut EPA's Scientific Research in 
Half 

ht!ps://www.motheljones.com/environment/20 17 /06/republicans-pruitt·epa-budget-trump/[ 1124/20 I 8 11:49:43 AM J 
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Christine Todd Whitman: How Not to Run theE P.A. ·The New York Times 

Opinion OP-ED CO~lRIBUTOR 

Christine Todd Whitman: How Not to Run the 
E.P.A. 

By CHRlSTINE TODD WllfrMAN SEPT. 8, 2017 

D 

I have been worried about how the Environmental Protection Agency would 

be run ever since President Trump appointed Scott Pruitt, the former 

attorney general of Oklahoma, to oversee it. The past few months have 

confirmed my fears. The agency created by a Republican president 4 7 years 

ago to protect the environment and public health may end up doing neither 

under Mr. Pruitt's direction. 

As a Republican appointed by President George W. Bush to run the agency, I 

can hardly be written off as part of the liberal resistance to the new 
administration. I3ut the e\idenee is abundant of the dangerous political turn 

of an agency that is supposed to be guided by sc.ience. 

The E.P.A.'s Le1'i"_11.L .. ultiKk .. J.2LUlll'JJJJ.J:1(.'I for The Associated Press and the 
installation of a political appointee to ferret out grants containing ~Lh .. 0 

""''""'·'·~c.n,wL are only the latest manifestations of my fears, which 
mounted with Mr. Pruitt's swift and legally questionable repeals of E.P.A. 

regulations actions that pose real and lasting threats to the nation's land, 

air, water and pnblie health. 

https:/fw-..nv.nytimes.com/20 I 7!09/08/opinion!110w~not-to-run-the-epa.htm1[1/22/2018 12:05:18 PM] 

D 
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Scott Pruitt. head of the Environnwntal Protection Agency. answeritlg questions from reporters at the \rbite Housf' in ,fmw. 

All of that is bad enough. But Mr. Pruitt recently unveiled a plan that 

amounts to a slow-rolling catastrophe in the making: the creation of an 

antagonistic "n:iltc.n.m" of dissenting scientists to challenge the conclusions 
reached by thousands of scientists over decades of research on climate 

change. It will serve only to confuse the public and sets a deeply troubling 
precedent for policy-making at the E.P.A. 

The red-team approach makes sense in the military and in consumer and 

technology companies, 'Where assumptions about enemy strategy or a 

competitor's plans are rooted in unknowahle human choices. But the basic 

physics of the climate are vvell understood. Burning fossil fuels emits carbon 

https:/iw\\ w.nytimes.com/20 17 /09/08/opinion!ltow·not·to·nm·Ute·epa.html[ 1/22/2018 12:05: 18 PMJ 
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dioxide. And carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas that traps heat in the 

atmosphere. There is no de hate about that. The link is as certain as the link 

between SIDQk\n,R.nml._\:aw:I:I. 
A broad consensus of scientists also warn of the influence of the warming 

climate on extreme weather events. Ilunicanes Harvey and Irma, the 

enormous wildfires in the Western United States and widespread flooding 

from monsoons in Southeast Asia are potent reminders of the cost of 

ignoring climate science. 

As a Republican like Mr. Pruitt, 1 too embrace the promise of the free 

market and worry about the perils of overregulation. But decisions must be 

based on reliable science. Tbe red team begins with his politically preferred 

conclusion that climate change isn't a problem, and it will seek evidence to 

justify that position. That's the opposite of how science works. True science 

follows the evidence. The critical tests of peer review and replication ensure 

that the consensus is sound. Government bases policy on those results. This 

applies to liberals and conservatives alike. 

Sign Up for the Opinion Today 
Newsletter 

weekday, thought-provokmg 
commentary ftom Op~Ed T1mes 

board and 

around the world 

I Enter your email address I s.g, u, 

D 

There are two sides, at least, to most political questions, and a politician's 

impulse may be to believe that the same holds true for science. Certainly, 

there are disputes in science. Bnt on the question of climate change, the 

divide is stark On one side is the overwhelming consensus of thousands of 

scientists at universities, research centers and the government who publish 

in peer-reviewed literature, are cited regularly by fellow scientists and are 

certain that humans are contributing to climate change. 

On the other side is a tiny minority of contrarians who "tuWislu:~ro:JiHLd>y 

l:Qlll.Iliirls.on,_QU~.rar.clLdl!::d in the scientific literature and are often funded 

https://wvvw.nytimes.com/20 17 /09/08/opinion!how~notwtowmnwthewepa.html(l/22/20 18 12:05: IS PM] 
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b~'Lu:;silJud interests, and whose books are published, !Jlil5Luften,b,,
spedal interest groups. That Mr. Pruitt seeks to use the power of the E.P.A. 
to elevate those who have already lost the argument is shameful, and the 
only outcome will be that the public will know less about the science of 
climate change than before. 

The red-team idea is a waste of the government's time, energy and 
resources, and a slap in the face to fiscal responsibility and responsible 
governance. Sending scientists on a wild-goose chase so that Mr. Pruitt, Rick 
Perry, the energy secretary, who has endorsed this approach, and President 
Trump can avoid acknowledging and acting on the reality of climate change 
is simply unjustifiable. And truly, it ignores and distracts from the real 
imperative: developing solutions that create good jobs, grow our economy, 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prepare for the impacts of climate 
change. 

Policy should always be rooted in unbiased science. The E.P.A. is too 
important to treat like a reality TV show. People's lives and our country's 
resources are at stake. Mr. Pruitt should respect his duty to the agency's 
mission, end the red team and call on his agency's scientists to educate him. 
No doubt they're willing and eager to impart the knowledge they've 
dedieated their lives to understanding. 

If this project goes forward, it should be treated for what it is: a shametiJI 
attempt to confuse the public into accepting the false premise that there is 
no need to regulate fossil fuels. 

Christine Todd Whitman, president of the Whitman Strategy Group. was the E.PA 
administrator from 2001 to 2003 and the governor of New Jersey from 1994 to 2001, 

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on EJKOlloQJ\ and IriLU£iL(@)6IYTS!!l!Ilk'ill. 
and sign up for the Qpjnj.Q_[]___IJJ_@.YJJJ:ill;.ili.JllQ[. 

https:/ iwww.nytimes.com/20 l 7/09/08/opinion/howwnotwtowrunwthe~epa.html[ 1/22/2018 12:05: 18 PM] 
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EPA Chief Under Nixon And Reagan: 
GOP's Climate Denial Is 'Killing 
Everything' 
William Ruckelshaus, the first and fifth EPA administrator, has been a fierce critic 
of Scott Pruitt. 

By Alexander C. Kaufman 

httrs:l/wv.w.hunlngtonpost.cnm/entry/nJCkelshaus·c!imatc·gop~us_5a6b96fle4h06e25326783fd[l/29/2018 9:45:30 AM] 
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The nation's first Environmental Protection Agency chief, who returned as administrator in 

1983 under President Ronald Reagan, excoriated his own party on Friday, warning that 

Republicans' ideological opposition to widely-accepted climate science would prove lethal. 

"It's a threat to the country," William Ruckelshaus, whom President Richard Nixon appointed 

in 1970 to lead the newly-created EPA, told HuffPost in a wide-ranging interview by phone 

from his home in Seattle. "If you don't step up and take care of real problems, and don't do 

anything about it, lives will be sacrificed." 

"They certainly are killing everything," he added, noting that President Donald Trump's assault 

on climate change policies would be a cornerstone of his legacy. 

Ruckelshaus, 85, has emerged over the past year as a fierce critic of current EPA 

Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

In March, less than a month after Pruitt was sworn into office, Ruckelshaus cautioned the 

former Oklahoma attorney general against gutting regulations and coddling polluting 

industries. He compared Pruitt's zeal for deregulation to Anne Gorsuch, Reagan's first EPA 

administrator, whom Ruckelshaus replaced after she resigned and was held in contempt of 

Congress. On Friday, he again drew parallels between the two. 

"They don't believe in the mission of the agency," he said, adding that Pruitt is the only EPA 

administrator he has never met. "Neither one of them did. Anne Gorsuch did not, and I don't 

think Pruitt does either. They think we're over-regulating." 

But he said now, even more than in the early 1980s, Pruitt's radical view of the agency he 

leads represents the partisan dogma of the moment. The Republican Party inched toward 

serious action on climate change in the mid-2000s. John McCain, the GOP presidential 

nominee in 2008, called for renewable energy investments, caps on greenhouse gas 

emissions and subsidies for electric cars, though he supported aggressive oil drilling and 

remained skeptical of joining international agreements like the Kyoto Protocol. During the 

Obama years, the billionaire brothers behind fossil fuel giant Koch Industries became political 

kingmakers in the Republican Party, and engineered an ideological shift toward climate 

change denial. 

https:/I\\Ww.huffingtonpost.com/ent!)"/mckelshaus-c\imate·gop _us_ 5a6b96fl e4b06e25326783fd[ 1/29/2018 9:45:30 AM J 
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Even now, Republicans who acknowledge the basic realities of climate science are few and 

far between, and radical new megadonors, such as Robert and Rebekah Mercer, are funding 

some of the most fringe climate-denial proponents. 

"To a certain extent, the Republican position for years now, really starting with Gorsuch, has 

been ideologically antagonistic to these kinds of controls over industry," Ruckelshaus said. 

"Republicans tend to spend more time on economic impacts of what they're doing than 

Democrats, but they were all serious about it, and they didn't think it was nonsense." 

"Pruitt has already had success- ideological success- because he seems to be complying 

with the wishes of the Republican Party," he added. 

Last week, three former EPA administrators told HuffPost it could take decades for the next 

agency chief to restore the staffing, reputation and regulatory muscle lost under Pruitt. Carol 

Browner, who served as administrator under President Bill Clinton from 1993 to 2001, said it 

https:l/\vww.huffingtonpost.com/entry/rucke\shamHlimate-g:op_us_5a6b96flc4b06e25326783fdfl/29/2018 9:45:30 AM] 
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would take up to 20 or 30 years. 

When Ruckelshaus returned to the EPA in 1983, employees greeted him with a banner 

proclaiming: "How do you spell relief? Ruckelshaus," according to a New York Times report 

from 1984. He increased the eviscerated budget and revitalized morale, earning him the 

nickname "Mr. Clean." Doing the same after Pruitt, and reversing some of his regulatory 

decisions, could take a matter of years. He said reconsidering rejected pesticide bans, 

installing advisers who take air pollution science seriously, and reviving climate change 

regulations akin to the Clean Power Plan that Pruitt proposed repealing would be critical first 

steps. 

Restoring trust in the agency could prove a greater challenge, he said. 

"The agency would have to open up completely," Ruckelshaus said. "Not just surreptitiously 

reinstating what the Trump administration took away." 

https://wwwJtu tnngtonpost.com/entry/ruckelshaus·c!imate-gop_ us_5a6b96fl e4b06e25J2678Jfd[ 1/29/2018 9:45:30 AM] 
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:n thP 

As an example, he pointed to Gina McCarthy, the Obama-era administrator who, in 2014, 

toured oil-rich states like North Dakota as a "listener and a saleswoman," saying she had to 

be "everywhere" because "people have to have a relationship with me." From his own 

experience, Ruckelshaus recalled the well-known case of a copper smelter outside Seattle, 

which blamed its closure on EPA regulations, despite being slated to shut down before new 

arsenic rules were passed. Ruckelshaus said he countered the company's claims by going 

public. 

"We had very public hearings, TV cameras were there, and everyone was hearing what was 

going on," he said. 

To be sure, the toxic legacy of that smelter lives on three decades later, as residents of 

Tacoma, Washington, still struggle with lead and arsenic exposure. And Ruckelshaus' calls 

for more debate on the merits of regulating sulfur dioxide, the cause of acid rain, delayed 

clean-up efforts until the next administration. 

"I did all that I could," he said. "I don't tend to think back on those kinds of assignments and 

think of the things I didn't do. But I was not successful in grasping acid rain." 

Yet he warned that climate change poses a much more complex challenge than acid rain

and one that will become more difficult to deal with as key agencies like the EPA lose 

scientists researching the problem. 

"If your position is, 'I don't believe the science, therefore I'm going to get rid of all the 

scientists studying this, and let's not mention it in any public announcement,' that's just 

crazy," Ruckelshaus said." What you want to do is more science." 

That, however, may have to wait for the next administration. 

"I don't think Pruitt cares about this stuff at all," Ruckelshaus said. "He's just like Trump, he's 

got an ideological approach to it, an approach that affects the large contributors in his party in 

Oklahoma." 

https:i!www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/ruckelshaus-dimate-gop_us_5a6b96fle4b06e25326783fdll/29/2018 9:45:30 AM] 
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Republican Who Led the EPA 
Urges Confronting Trump on 

Climate 
William K. Reilly, a Republican and one-time head of the 

EPA, is dismayed that a climate change skeptic has been 

named to lead his former agency. But in a Yale e360 

interview, he insists environmental progress can be made 

despite resistance from the Trump administration. 

BY CHRISTIAN SCHWAGERL • JANUARY 12, 2017 

W illiam K. Reilly, who was head of the Environmental 

Protection Agency under President George H.W. 

Bush, is blunt in his assessment of the climate change 

deniers and anti-regulatory hawks who have been nominated to fill 

many of President-elect Donald J. Trump's top environmental posts. 

Reilly, a Republican, looks with special alarm upon Oklahoma 

Attorney General Scott Pruitt, nominated to run the EPA. 

"For a prospective EPA 

https://c300.yale.edu/features/republican .. tOrmer_chicf~ oC epa __ time_to _battle ___ trump __ on _climate_ william_ k_reil!y[l/22/20 18 12:07:31 PM) 
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administrator to doubt or even 

contest a conclusion that 11 

national academies of science 

have embraced is willful political 

obstruction," says Reilly. "Science 

is the secular religion underlying 

everything EPA does, and one 

who cannot rely on it, or is 

determinedly contemptuous of it, 

cannot effectively lead the agency 

or serve as the country's 

environmental conscience." 

In an interview with Yale Environment 360, Reilly discusses how 

Trump administration threats to cut funding for NASA climate 

change research represent a "reckless head-in-the-sand posture," 

explains why he believes former Exxon CEO and Secretary-of-State 

nominee Rex Tiller son may be one of the more enlightened 

environmental voices in the new administration, assesses how large 

states and other nations such as China can lead the climate battle, and 

urges EPA employees to stay and fight for the environment. "I would 

not advocate that committed people leave," says Reilly. "We need 

them now more than ever." 

Yale Environment 360: You are a Republican and an 

environmentalist. Which was more important to you in the past 

election? And how do you view the appointment of Scott Pruitt as the 

new administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency? 

William Reilly: I decided several elections ago that I could no 

longer support a presidential candidate who rejected the science on 

climate change. Republican presidential candidates up through John 

McCain in 2008 did accept the science, and McCain was even the lead 

https://c3 60.yale.edu/Hmtures/republican _former~ chieC o(_ epa_ time_ to __ battle _.trump_ on_ climate_ william_ k_reil!y[ 1122/2018 12:07:31 PM] 
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GOP sponsor ofthe climate bill, McCain-Lieberman, in the Senate. 

For a prospective EPA administrator to doubt or even contest a 

conclusion that 11 national academies of science have embraced is 

willful political obstruction. By all reports, Scott Pruitt is a highly 

intelligent lawyer and he has cited no alternative scientific authority 

that disputes mainstream science. Science is the secular religion 

underlying everything EPA does, and one who cannot rely on it, or is 

determinedly contemptuous of it, cannot effectively lead the agency 

or serve as the country's environmental conscience, which is EPA's 

unique mission. 

e360: What was your first thought when you heard that Scott Pruitt 

will lead the agency? 

Reilly: There has never been a more explicit and opposing 

interpretation of the authority and responsibility of EPA by an EPA 

nominee. Scott Pruitt has petitioned to reverse President Obama's 

Clean Power rule to reduce C02 from electric generating plants. 

These account for about a third of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions, and 

so the rule is one of the major pillars ofthe U.S. effort to avert 

catastrophic climate change. I have submitted a legal brief vigorously 

disputing Pruitt's interpretation of the law and the very role of EPA 

on climate. 

e360: Mr. Pruitt has sued the agency because it attempted to reduce 

methane emissions. Do you see that as a conflict of interest? 

Reilly: I would not argue that Pruitt is conflicted because he has sued 

https://e360.yale.cdu/features/repub!ican ~ rormcr _ chie(__o(_ epa_ time_ to_ battle_ tmmp _on_ climate_ william_ k _reilly[ !/22/20 I 8 12:07:31 PM] 
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to overturn EPA's methane rule. Lawyers argue cases, defend 

positions, represent clients -it's what they do. The key question for 

Pruitt in his Senate confirmation is, what does he believe and propose 

to do as EPA administrator to reduce methane emissions? Many 

energy companies are working to reduce them. Does he have an 

alternative to the rule? Are these emissions tolerable? 

e360: How painful is Trump's environmental policy for somebody 

like you who is both an environmentalist and a Republican? 

Reilly: One hopes that in four years someone claiming to be a 

Republican environmentalist won't make people laugh. A Republican 

- President Nixon - created the EPA precisely to avert a race to the 

bottom by states competing for polluting industries. Trump's 

environmental positions, judging from the Republican Party platform 

and his campaign statements - climate change is a hoax conceived by 

the Chinese, the EPA should be dismantled and its authorities 

transferred to the states would roll back the clock. 

e360: How was it possible that the Republicans stopped listening to 

scientific advice? 

Reilly: This begins with the traditional conservative wariness about 

excesses of government and costs of regulation. The Tea Party, the 

coal mining industry and its workers, industry spokesmen who have 

blamed their decline on pollution controls, nativists who fear loss of 

sovereignty from the Paris agreements - all that is involved. 

e360: Who is the driving force within the Republican Party? 

Reilly: When I have asked Republican Congress members who fully 

understand climate change but are constrained by constituent 

pressures, who is it that feels so strongly opposed to climate 

https://e360.yale.edu/features/republican_ fanner_ chie(_ o(_ epa _time_ to_ battle_ trump_ on_ climate_ william_ k _ reilly[l/22/20 18 12:07:31 PM] 
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initiatives, they tell me it's evangelicals. Evangelicals constitute 

something like a third of GOP voters, and they voted So percent for 

Donald Trump. Hence Republican office holders from the Southwest, 

for example, say that they would be defeated in their primaries ifthey 

were to vote for carbon regulation. 

e360: Do you think that the climate- and Earth-monitoring 

programs the U.S. government runs through agencies like NASA, 

NOAA, or EPA will survive four years of Trump? 

Reilly: There will undoubtedly be efforts to muzzle them. The entire 

world will lose something very valuable if that is allowed to happen. 

Much of the science on climate- on causes, chemistry, and 

measuring climate change- has been done by U.S. agencies: NOAA 

[the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration], NASA, 

NCAR [the National Center for Atmospheric Research], EPA. The 

budgets and priorities of these agencies must be watched very 

carefully for they are likely to represent countervailing opinions to the 

administration's climate deniers, and they won't like it. 

e360: Speaking of NASA, what is your opinion about plans to cut its 

Earth-monitoring programs? 

Reilly: Cuts in NASA's Earth monitoring program would be so 

destructive, a reckless head-in-the-sand posture that says, "If we 

don't look, then nothing bad will happen." 

e360: If you were an EPA official- would you consider quitting? Do 

you have any advice? 

Reilly: When I took office as EPA administrator in 1989, the 

environment had not been a priority for the eight years of the Reagan 

administration. However, after a scandalous two years when Reagan 

had a deregulator running EPA, the ship was righted and some good 

https://e360.ya1e.edulfeatureslrepublican~ former~ chief_ or_ epa_ time_ to~ battle_ tmmp _on_ climate_ william_ k _reilly[ 1/22/2018 12:07:31 PM] 
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things got done, including the Montreal Protocol [to protect the ozone 

layer]. I had the good fortune to inherit many fine civil servants who 

had weathered the storm of attempted relaxation of environmental 

protections, and I was frankly amazed and impressed that some of the 

best people bad stayed at the agency through the darkest years, even 

as their leader was fired and one senior official went to prison. So I 

would not advocate that committed people leave. We need them now 

more than ever! 

e360: What will happen to U.S. renewable energy and to the Paris 

climate treaty now? 

Reilly: Last year, 6o percent of new solar installations were utility 

grade - that represents a breakthrough. I believe there is enough 

support in the Congress and the states to protect renewables, which 

are becoming competitive now. California, Texas, and other states will 

continue to support renewables. The good news in America is that the 

country is decarbonizing. The success of fracking, the resulting 

plentiful supply and low price of natural gas, is displacing coal and 

leading to annual stable or even decreasing greenhouse gas emissions, 

all without the Clean Power rule. 

e360: If Donald Trump puts his promises into effect, how will this 

affect the global efforts to limit climate change? 

Reilly: One has to hope that the European Union and China stay the 

course set in Paris if Trump disavows the commitments. I was in 

Beijing recently and spoke with senior government officials. Pollution 

hUps:f/e360.yale.edu/features/republican _ fom1er ~chief_ of_ epa_ time_ to_ battle _,trump_ on_ climate_ william_ k _reilly[ I /22/2018 12:07:31 PMl 
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reduction is a major source of public anger and concern and as coal 

consumption comes down and pollution is reduced, so too will C02. I 

worry more about India, which has been explicit that it will require 

outside financing if it's to reduce its carbon footprint and honor its 

promises made in Paris. 

e360: Can you imagine an outside event that might change the 

current course ofthe Trump administration? 

Reilly: I have long believed that, unfortunately, a catastrophe will be 

necessary to jolt American opinion to demand the urgent and 

sweeping measures required to avert severe inhospitable weather. 

American politics can turn on a dime. George Bush, who served for 

eight years as Ronald Reagan's vice president, is the same man who 

promised in his campaign to be "the environmental president" and 

who appointed me, the president ofthe World Wildlife Fund at the 

time, as his EPA administrator, and who initiated a fabulously 

successful and cost-effective clean air law. 

e360: Are there positive aspects of Donald Trump's environmental 

agenda? 

Reilly: If there is anything positive to say, I suppose it is to 

acknowledge that the president-elect is not an ideologue, is not 

apparently a fervent climate denier, is someone who follows polling 

results and who presumably will be exposed to high-level briefings on 

science and climate which his entourage has not yet tapped. There is 

also likely to be a reinvigoration of people and groups determined to 

ensure that states and cities adapt and prepare for climate change and 

promote the energy efficiencies, renewables, water conservation, and 

agricultural transformation that will help people flourish and prosper 

even as the earth warms and the sea level rises. 

https ://e360.yakedu/tCatures/republican _ fonner_ chie r _ o C epa_ time _ _to _battle_ trump_ on_ climate_ \villi am_ k _reilly[ I /22/2018 12:07:31 PMl 
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e360: Is the appointment of Rex Tillerson, CEO of Exxon, as 

Secretary of State the death-blow for U.S. environmental policy? 

Reilly: I would offer a counter-intuitive measure of respect. It was 

Tillerson who discontinued his predecessor's funding of climate 

deniers. He imposed a high shadow carbon price when assessing the 

anticipated returns from capital investments. He has publicly 

supported a carbon tax and has acknowledged the science and 

characterized climate change as a serious challenge. I know from my 

experience as co-chair of President Obama's Commission on the BP 

Gulf of Mexico disaster that ExxonMobil's competitors and peers 

regard the company as the most environmentally effective and safety 

conscious of all the major [oil companies]. For that reason, I asked 

him to speak at one of our hearings and to explain how his company 

had transformed itself after its own disaster in Alaska [the Exxon 

Valdez oil spill] in 1989 when I was EPA administrator. 

e360: There are fears he will team up with the authoritarian 

government of Russia to help fossil fuel exploitation in the Arctic. 

Reilly: His familiarity with Russia is deep, and I suspect he has no 

illusions. He has stated that Russia has no rule of law. As to whatever 

major exploration Russia and ExxonMobil may do in the Arctic, my 

own knowledge of the industry would indicate that most Arctic 

countries- Canada, Norway, Greenland, the U.S. are all planning 

major Arctic exploration and investments. So better Rosneft [the 

state-owned Russian oil company] has a responsible partner. As to 

the sanctions, one must hope that he views them through a different 

lens once he speaks not for his company, but for America. And let's be 

serious: Compared with some of the names mentioned for Secretary 

of State, Tillerson is safe hands. 

e360: Is it an option to just wait for four years until the Trump 

presidency is over and then move on? 

https://c360.ya!e.edu/features/republican _former_ chief_ of_ epa _time_ to_ battle _trump_ on_ climate_ william_ k _reilly{ 1/22/2018 12:07:31 PM J 
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Republican Who Led the EPA Urges Confronting Trump on Climate~ Yale E360 

Reilly: For some time there has been the sense that serious climate 

disruptions are likely to confront our grandchildren, not us. Current 

forecasts indicate problems are more imminent. Midwestern plant 

zone changes have already led Chicago to cease planting Norway 

spruce, maple, and ash trees in the parks. Termites, tropical diseases, 

and bark beetles all are flourishing and moving into warming regions. 

Zika and dengue fever are in Florida and Texas. The problem, the 

challenge, is upon us. Time is important, and it appears the nation 

will not lead on the most urgent planetary challenge in modern 

history, which is profoundly saddening. But Washington is not the 

only locus of change and policy in America, and competing centers of 

influence are mobilizing in this very big and dynamic country. None 

of us who care are giving up. 

Christian Schwager I is a Berlin-based journalist who writes 

for GEO magazine, the German newspaper Frankfurter 

Allgemeine, and other media outlets. He is co-founder 

of a freelance cooperative, and author of The 

Anthropocene: The Human Era and How it Shapes Our 

Planet. 

Policy North America 

GLOBAL WARM!NG 

GREENHOUSE GASES 

CLIMATE POLICY 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

POLITICS 

https:! /e360.yak· .cdu/fcaturcs/republican~f01mer~ chief_ of_ epa~ time_.to _battle _trump_ on_ climate_ william_ k _.reilly{ l/22/20 18 12:07:31 PM] 
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;;:+<The Washington Post 

Energy and Environment 

EPA environmental justice 
leader resigns., amid White 
House plans to dismantle 
program 

By Brady Dermis 

A key environmental justice leader at the Environmental Protection Agency has resig;ned, saying that a recent budget proposal 

to defund such work would harm the people who most rely on the EPA. 

Mustafa Ali, a senior adviser and assistant associate administrator for environmental justice, has served more than two decade:'l 

at tht;~ agenc')', working to ease the burden of air and water pollution in hundreds of poor, minority communities nationwide. He 

helped found the EPA's environmental justice office during the early 1990s and became a key adviser to agency administrators 

under Republican and Democratic presidents. 

Ali's departure, initially reported Thursday by InsideClimate, comes as the White House is seeking to close the agency's Office of 

Environmental Justice. A budget proposal reviewed last week by The Washington Post would cut the ageut-y's overall budget by 

a qwuier, leading to a 20 percent reduction in the workforce. It also listed the environmental justice program as among several 

dozen slated to lose all funding. The document stated that the new administration supports the idea of environmental justice 

but \vould eliminate that EPA office and "assumes any future EJ specific policy work can be transferred to the Office of Policy." 

Ali explained his departure in an interview Thursday, saying, "I never saw in the past a concerted effott to roll back the positive 

stcp:'l that many, many people have worked on though all the previous administrations .... I can't be a part of anything that 

would burt those communities. I just couldn't sign off on those types of things." 

He added that it remains early in the Trump era and noted that each new administration sets its own priorities, Still, he said, "I 

hadn't seen any positive movement in relationship to vulnerable communities ... I hadn't seen yet any engagement \v:ith 

communities with environmental justice concerns." 

In his resignation letter, Ali implored tbe agency's administrator, former Oklahoma attorney general Scott Pruitt, to think mice 

before slashing EPA programs aimed at helping disadvantaged areas. 
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"When I hear \Ve arc considering making cuts to grant programs like the l·~J small grant~ or Collaborative Problem Snlvin;:; 

programs, which have assisted over 1,400 communities, I wonder if our nev.,: leadership has had the opportunity to conYcrsc 

with those 'vho need our help the most," Ali wrote. "I strongly encourage you and your team to continue promoting agcnl'y 

efforts to validate these communities' concerns, and Yalue their lives.'' 

EnYironmcntaljusticc lcadcrs haYc been skeptical of Pruitt from the start. The longtime EPA <Hh·crsary repeatedly sued the 

agcnc~· in tnndem with fossil fuel companies and other corporate interests, often arguing that the agC'ncy's efforts to regulate 

pollution went beyond its ll'gal authority. 

During his Senatt' confirmation process. Pruitt ans"\-.-cred \\Tilt en questions from Sen. Corv Booker (D-~.J.). One of them read: 

"I-hnv do you define 'environmental justice'? Do yon think it's a serious issue?" 

'·I am f<1mi1iarwith the concept of cnvironmenta1justke, ''Pruitt answC'red. "A.'; I testified, the administrHtor plays an imporl<.mt 

role regarding enYironmentaljustke. I agree th:1t it is important that all Americans be treated eqnally under the Jaw. including 

the cmironmcntallaws." 

But Pruitt's critics point to the hundreds of thousands of dollars he recelvcd from oil and gas companies during his political 

camp,1igns O\'Cl' the years. Ilc also led the Repuh1ica11 Attorneys G·cncral Association, which rc('ein~d substantial sums of mmw~ 

from Koch Industries, Exxon Mobil, Murray Encr~· and other firms. Since arriving at the EPA last month, he has taken cark 

steps to lwginning rolling hack Obama-era re?,nlations on everything from methane emissions to vehicle fuel standards. 

"The future ain't \\·hat it used to he at the EPA,'' Pruitt recently told an audience at the Conservati\'e Political Action Confen'JH'l'. 

That's a future for which Ali decided not to stick around. 

''I'n' :-:een too much OYer the years to allow there to he any rolling back,'' he said. "Sometimes pE'ople forget th<'t ·we're talking 

nbtmt folks lives. If we do our job proper!~'. it can be a huge benefit. If not, it can haq~ big ts.'' 

Michelle Roberts. national co-coordin<1tor of the Environmental ,Justice Health Alliance, said Thursday that Ali "played a 

significant role on the issue of environmental justice" by adYocating \Yithin the EPA on lwhalf of lm-v-incom<~ American~ and 

those of color. "People \Verc able to have a scat at the table" though Ali's work, Roberts said, noting that he also helpcd proYid(' 

the grants and technical rcsourees that allowed communities to show how they were bcin~ disproportionately affected by 

pollution. 

Ali pressed for President Obama to issue a 2.013 exccutiYc order that improv{'d chemical plant safety, Roberts noted, and S('rYcd 

as a crucial intermediary betwccn the town of Mossville, La., and lhe company building a major plant ncarhy. 

It is unclear whether the proposed cuts will remain in place when the ·white House releases its budget blnepiint in mid-:\'larch. 

and any rrductions would have to be approved by Congress through the appropriations process, 
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Ali also helped shape one of the last major EPA initiatin~s under the Obama administration- an "FJ 2020 Action Agenda" that 

would direct more enforcement resources to pollution-affected communities, fonts on eliminating disparities in drinking water 

and air quality around the country and consider environmental justice issues in the agency's rulemaldng and permitting 

approaches. There have been few indications that the new administration intends to follow through on that plan. 

Ali has taken a job as senior vice president at the Hip Hop Caucus, a nonprofit chi1 and human rights group that tries to foster 

grass-roots acti\ism among younger Americans through hip-bop music and cultural events. "A.<; one of tbe leading voice..<> in the 

social justic(~ movement, he has shmvn himself to be an extraordinary leader throughout his career and has a proven track 

record," the group's president, the Rev. Lennox Ye;uwood Jr., said in a statement. 

On Thursday, Ali made his first public appearance for the group at an environmental justice conference in Flint, Mich., home to 

a poor community nearly three years into a crippling water contamination crisis, 

,Juliet Eilperin contributed to this report. 

More from Energy and Environment: 

White House eyes plan to cut EPA staff by one-fifth, eliminating key programs 

Humans have caused an explosion of never-before-seen mim~rals all over the Earth 

Antarctic ice has set an unexpected record, and scientists are struggling to figure out why 

For more, you can sign up for our weekly newsletter here and follow us on Twitter here. 

~ 592 Comments 

Brady Dennis is a national reporter for The Washington Post, Focusing on the environment and public healtll issues. 
'!# Follow @brady_dennis 
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1/24/2018 EPA moves to politicize the offices of environmental justice and NEPA I NRDC 

COMMUNITIES ENERGY HEALTH THE WILD W!ITEH 

EPA moves to politicize the offices of 
environmental justice and NEPA 
September 12, 2017 

Other 

In memo discussing the reorganization of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

lldministrator Scott Pruitt told staff members that he is moving the offices of environmental justice 

and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEP;\) to be housed witl1in the Office of Policy. 

Running the policy office a political appointee who worked with Pruitt at the 

Republican Governors Association when Pruitt was Oklahoma attorney general. President Trump 

has already proposed so reducing its autonomy "is not a 

https:/f..vww.nrdc.orgltrump·Walch/epa-moves-politicize-offices-envlronmenta!-justice-and-nepa 114 
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1/24!2018 EPA moves to politicize the offices of environmental justice and NEPA 1 NRDC 

rnove to enhance environrnental jUStJce .·' who headed EPA enforcement 

office during the Obama administration. She also found relocating the NEP/\ office. which revrews 

the environmental analyses of other agencies. troubling. Giles told 

behind rnovrng NEPA would be 'to inJect politics.· 

RELATED 

Cut Environmental Justice at the EPA,,£~nd We All lose 

Story 

March 17, 2017 

News that the only reason 

Want to Make America Great Again? Don't let Its Peo.R!!!J~.!:!"athe or...Qtln!! 
Poison. 

onEarth Story 

March 10, 2017 

Scott Pruitt Wants to Take Us Back to the '50s 

Story 

By ~!:@n Pal&.:r 

January 13, 2017 

Whll We Need the EPA 

Story 

February 14, 2017 

Never Eliminate Public Advice: NEPA Success Stories 

Policy Resource 

By .El!'L.l"!UJ_QQI: 

February I, 2015 

https:flwww.nrdc.org/trump-watch/epa-moves~pollticize~offices-environmental-justice-and-nepa 214 
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PruiH's Attacks On Envimnmental Protections Hit People Of Color llardest I HuffPost 

OPINION 

Pruitt's Attacks On Environmental 
Protections Hit People Of Color Hardest 
4 Lisa Garcia 
• Guest Wnter 

The Environmental Protection Agency under the Trump administration has shown no interest 

in protecting the health of all people - and the agency actually seems averse to protecting 

the health of people of color. 

Consider smog, a type of air pollution formed when exhaust from vehicles and power plants 

heats up in the sun. It is a major contributor to asthma and premature death. One 2014 study 

found that people of color live in communities with 38 percent more nitrogen dioxide, a 

compound that is a precursor for the formation of smog. 

https :!1\VW\\ .. huflingtonpost com/entry lopinion~garda-pm itt-environmental-justice_ us_ 5a565eede4 bO 3 bc4d03d7 7b2 [ 1 /24/20 I 8 1 : J 5:04 PM) 
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Pruitt's Att<~cks On f:nvironmenta! Protections Hit People Of Color Hardest i Hutll'ost 

The nation has made strides in reducing this type of pollution and was on track to do an even 

better job when the EPA, under former President Barack Obama, set more protective smog 

standards in 2015. 

Last October, the EPA was required to pinpoint those areas of the country that weren't 

meeting the 2015 air quality standard, so action could be taken to clean up the air. 

But instead of identifying all those problem areas, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt simply 

ignored federal law by missing the October deadline. In fact, Pruitt has stalled numerous 

environmental regulations by delaying action or deciding to revisit rules that were set for 

implementation. 

This prompted Earthjustice, the nonprofit I work for, to sue him on behalf of a number of 

health and environmental groups, including the American Lung Association, National Parks 

Conservation Association and Environmental Defense Fund. 

Pruitt's inaction is one of many examples of how the Trump administration has attempted to 

stall the implementation of required health protections so that corporations can focus on their 

bottom lines, rather than on the communities or neighborhoods they may be polluting. 

Pruitt's actions indicate nothing is safe. Earlier this month, he announced his decision to 

rescind Obama's Clean Power Plan, which would have reduced carbon emissions, a primary 

driver of climate change. And he's planning to scale back regulations that protect streams and 

other wetlands from pollution, which has affected the wildlife and drinking water that 

communities depend on. 

Pruitt's disregard for the health of our communities comes as no surprise, considering he has 

spent much of his tenure as Oklahoma's attorney general fighting environmental protections 

on behalf of corporate interests. 

At the end of October, Pruitt issued a directive barring scientists who have received grants 

from the EPA from serving on science advisory committees. 

https: 1.'\\ \\ w .hu ffingtonpost. com/entry i opinion-giltda~pmltt..env ironmenta 1-justl cc _us_ 5a5 65 eede4b03 bc.td03d7 7b2[ 112 412 0 18 I : 15: 04 PM j 
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Pruitt's A Hacks On EnYironmenta! Protections Hit People Of Color Hardest i HuffPost 

Many of those who have served on these committees and have received EPA grants are 

highly qualified medical professionals and expert university academics who have guided the 

agency on scientific and technical matters. Instead, Pruitt has begun replacing them with 

people that have a track record of disagreeing with established scientific research and in 

some cases have financial connections to polluting industries. 

One of these new appointees to the Science Advisory Board, Robert Phalen, the former 

director of the Air Pollution Health Effects Laboratory at the University of California, Irvine, 

claims that air pollution is good for children. He has also said that "modern air is a little too 

clean for optimum health." 

Pruitt has appointed other people who've down played the effects of pollution to lead the 

Science Advisory Board. This includes Michael Honeycutt, lead toxicologist at the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality, who has expressed doubt about the overwhelming 

evidence that smog causes asthma. Honeycutt has served on the Alliance for Risk 

Assessment, which conducts research for polluters, including the American Chemistry Council 

and Coca-Cola. 

The quality of your air and water - and your exposure to toxic and hazardous substances -

is determined to a great extent by your race and income. 

https:/ 1www.hut11ngtonpost.com/cntry/opinion~garciu~pmitt~cnvironmental~justke _ us~5a565cede4b03bc4d03d77b2[1/24/2018 1: 15:04 PM] 
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Pruitt's Attacks On Environmental Protections Hit P<:ople Of Color Hardest 1 HufiPost 

t\ !Dyer of pol1ut10n hovenng ove( 

People of color have limited access to the healthiest environments and are more likely to live 

near highways, garbage dumps and toxic waste sites. Even people of color who are middle 

class are forced to breathe worse air than their white counterparts. 

The health impacts of these environmental disparities are clear. One in six black children has 

asthma, a rate that is about double the proportion of white children with the disease. One in 

five Puerto Ricans across the U.S. has asthma, which is the highest of any racial or ethnic 

group in the nation. And thousands die from the disease every year. 

More than two decades ago, the EPA first began addressing this issue of environmental 

injustice when then-President Bill Clinton, following pressure from community and 

environmental justice groups, issued Executive Order 12898. It directed federal agencies to 

address the disproportionate burden faced by communities of color and low-income 

populations. 

I was the adviser on environmental justice for two EPA administrators- Lisa Jackson, the 

first African-American to serve in that role, and Gina McCarthy - both Obama appointees. 

My role existed because of pressure from environmental and community groups, and because 

of the Obama administration's desire to fully implement Clinton's executive order. It took years 

to deepen the EPA's focus on environmental justice so that disproportionate impacts and 

health disparities were considered when environmental regulations were drafted or updated. 

Throughout the Obama administration, the EPA focused on improving health in communities 

by creating a new environmental justice-focused strategy with Plan EJ 2014. This, in part, 

offered screening tools to identify environmental threats and disparities wherever they exist in 

the U.S. That effort continued the Environmental Justice 2020 Action Agenda, the agency's 

commitment to work in the 100 communities most overburdened by pollution. 

But last spring, Pruitt proposed eliminating the EPA's Office of Environmental Justice by 

gutting the $2 million allocated to run it. 

Pruitt and President Donald Trump's lack of concern for healthy communities, while deeply 

troubling, has not caused environmental leaders of color to bury their heads in the sand. 

ht!ps://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-garcia-pmitHnvironm<:ntal·:iustice _us_ 5a565eed<:4b03bc4d03d77b2[ 1/24/2018 I: 15:04 PM j 
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Pruitt's Attacks On Environmental Protections Hit People Of Color Ilardest) HuffPost 

We're resolved to fight even harder. 

In California, for instance, cornrnunities have been at the forefront of demanding zero

emissions technology, knowing that cornrnunities of color bear the brunt of air pollution from 

fossil fuels. And last spring, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

committed to ending their use of natural gas-powered buses and replacing them with all 

electric buses by 2030, in large part due to communities' efforts. 

In April, the New York City Council passed the most comprehensive environmental justice 

legislation found in any U.S. city, requiring the local government to address pollution in 

overburdened communities. Environmental justice groups across the city, including the New 

York City EJ Alliance and the Harlem-based We ACT for Environmental Justice, played a 

leading role in developing this legislation and getting it across the finish line. 

These efforts in California and New York, small examples among many in this nation, show 

how democracy can function when local and state leaders carry out the will of communities 

determined to protect their health. 

Lisa Garcia is the vice president of Litigation for Healthy Communities at Earthjustice, where 

she directs litigation that helps protect communities and families from a wide range of 

pollution issues. 

This piece is part of HuffPost's brand-new Opinion section. For more information on how to 

pitch us an idea, go here. 

ALSO ON HUFFPOST OPINION 

Opinion 1 Blessed Are The Religious 
Right, For Theirs Is The Presidency 
Of Trump 

Trump's Government Shutdown Is 

About Racism 

Opinion I The 
Populist President 
Goes To Daves 

https:/fww\v.huffingtonpost.com/cntt)'/opinion~garcia~pruitt~cnvironmcntaHusticc _ us_5a565cedc.Jb03bc4d03d77b2[ I i24/20 18 I: 15:04 PM] 
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Environmental Enforcement Under Trump 

ENVIRONMENTAl 
INTEGRITY PROJECT 

Polluters 

AUGUST I 0, 2017 
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When it comes to enforcing environmental law, the Trump Administration is off to a very 
slow start. So far, the Justice Department has collected 60 percent less in civil penalties than 
polluters had paid on average by this time in the first year of Presidents Barack Obama, 
George W. Bush and Bill Clinton. The cases this year are smaller, requiring much less 
spending on cleanup, and resulting in fewer measurable reductions in pollutants that end up 
in our air or water. While the early news is neither encouraging nor surprising, enforcement 
results may vary over the short term. The actions that EPA and the Justice Department 
take over the next year will indicate whether the disappointing results so far are all we can 
expect. 

The analysis below reviews the consent decrees lodged by the Justice Department from 
January 21 (President Trump's first day) through July 31, 2017, looking at three factors: 
penalties paid, the amount violators will spend on pollution controls and, where available, 
how much pollution these enforcement actions are expected to eliminate. We compare 
these results to similar data reported for environmental consent decrees lodged under 
Presidents Obama, Bush, and Clinton between Inauguration Day and July 31 of each 
President's first year in office. The analysis is limited to civil cases, and does not include 
Superfund actions related to cleanup of abandoned waste dumps. 

President Trump's Justice Department lodged 26 civil cases resolving violations of the 
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and other environmental laws (not including 
Superfund) that collected a combined total of$12 million in penalties from violators. 
Government records show that Presidents Obama, George W. Bush, and Clinton lodged 
more cases and collected significantly more- an average of$30 million-- in civil penalties 
by July 31 of each administration's first year. 

TABLE I. TOTAL ENVIRONMENTAL CASES LODGED (CIVIL) AND 
PENAL TIES PAID 

Clinton 

Bush 

45 

31 
Obama 34 

Trump 26 
Note: Civil cases lodged from first day in office through july 3 f of first year 

$25 million 

$30mUiion 

$36 million 

$12 million 

About twenty years ago, EPA began estimating the value of "injunctive relief," i.e., how 
much violators will spend to install and maintain the control equipment needed to clean up 
pollution and comply with environmental standards. These pollution control devices 
include scrubbers to remove sulfur dioxide from smokestacks or treatment systems that 
decontaminate wastewater before it is released to a river. EPA reports on the total value of 
injunctive relief for cases that require a significant investment in pollution controls, although 
actual costs may be spread over a number of years. 

Through July 31, the Trump Administration estimated that the injunctive relief required in 
the 10 cases reporting such data would total $197 million, compared to $710 million in 16 
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cases in President George W. Bush's first half year and more than $1.2 billion in 22 cases 
under the same period for President Obama. EPA did not begin compiling this data until 
the late 1990's, so comparable estimates are not available for the Clinton Administration's 
first year. 

TABLE 2. ESTIMATED VAlUE OF INJUNCTIVE REliEF FOR CIVIL CASES 

Clinton 

Bush 

Obama 

NA 

16 

22 

II 

NA 

$710 million 

$ 1.20 I million 

Note: Civil cases lodged from first day in office through july 31 of first year. 

For some Clean Air Act cases, EPA also estimates the amount of pollution that will be 
reduced once consent decree requirements take full effect For example, in March 2001, the 
U.S. Department of Justice and EPA signed consent decrees with oil refining companies 
Motiva and Shell that were expected to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions by nearly 50,000 
tons. Sulfur dioxide is a major contributor to the formation of fine particles known to cause 
premature death, primarily from heart disease, and to worsen asthma and other lung 
ailments. EPA has estimated that, on average, eliminating 1,000 tons of sulfur dioxide 
emissions from refineries would avoid between 7. 7 and 17 premature deaths per year. The 
chart below includes the reductions in sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and particulates 
under consent decrees lodged through July 31, and the corresponding reductions in 
premature deaths from fine particle exposure. 

TABLE J. ESTIMATED ANNUAL POLlUTION REDUCTIONS AND 
PREMATURE DEATHS AVOIDED' 

Bush 

Obama 

4 68,620 528-1,167 

8 39,260 178-397 

627 4-10 

28,239 

9,378 

4,331 

21-48 1.929 

6-15 1,918 

3-7 264 

69-160 

45-104 

15-34 

Note: From civil cases for which pollution reduction information was available lodged first day in office through July 3/ of first year. 

Readers should note that these results are based on a small handful of cases, and that one or 
two cases requiring cleanup of a power plant, refinery, auto company or other large 
emission source can significantly affect totals from one year to the next 

For a full listing of all civil environmental enforcement cases filed during the first six months 
of the Trump, Obama, Bush, and Clinton administrations, see appendices A through D at 
the end of this report 
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The fines imposed by the Trump Administration against big polluters from Inauguration 
Day through July 31 were relatively modest, by historical standards. The largest civil 
penalty imposed so far by the administration came on May 17, when EPA and Texas 
imposed a $2.5 million penalty on the owner of a Houston area chemical storage tank 
facility, Vopak Terminals North America Inc., after suing the company for air pollution 
violations near the Houston Ship Channel.' The company's Deer Park facility failed to 
comply with Clean Air Act requirements to properly manage equipment, which resulted in 
excess emissions ofbenzene (a carcinogen) and volatile organic compounds, according to 
EPA. These compounds contribute to smog and causes astshma attacks and eye, nose and 
throat irritation, as well as headaches, nausea and damage to liver, kidney and the central 
nervous system. The consent decree to settle the lawsuit also included $5 million in 
injunctive relief, which includes requirements for the company to implement an inspection 
and repair program for the tank terminal and control air pollution by operating flares in a 
way that more completely bums pollutants. 

The largest civil penalty imposed by the Obama Administration during its first six months 
was a $12 million fine imposed on the owner of the third largest oil refinery in the U.S., BP 
Texas City, on Febuary 19, 2009. 3 The lawsuit grew out out of a series of fires and 
explosions at the plant on March 23, 2005, that killed 15 workers and injured more than 170 
people. In addition to the civil penalty, the federal government also forced BP to pay $161 
million to install pollution control equipment and spend $6 million on a supplemental 
project to reduce air pollution in Texas City. 

The biggest penalty imposed during the first six months of the George W. Bush 
Administration was a $9.5 million fine-- along with $400 million in pollution control work 
(injunctive relief) and $5.5 million in supplemental environmental projects -- imposed on the 
petroleum refining companies Motiva, Equilon and Shell on March 21, 200 I for air 
pollution violations 4 Consent decrees ftled in federal court in Houston required the 
companies to install modern pollution-control equipment and significantly reduce emissions 
from leaking valves, vents and flares throughout their refineries. The companies were 
required to cut nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide emissions from nine refineries by more 
than 60,000 tons a year by using innovative technologies. Improved leak detection and 
repair practices and other pollution-control upgrades also reduced emissions of smog
causing volatile organic compounds and benzene, a known carcinogen. 

During the first six months of the Clinton Administration, the largest civil penalty was a 
$11.1 million fine imposed on Louisiana Pacific and Kirby Forest Industries, Inc., on May 
24, 1993 for air pollution violations at 14 of its wood product plants. 5 The company either 
failed to obtain required air permits for the plants or got them by using misleading 
information, according to EPA. Under a consent decree, the company was required to 
install $70 million worth of modem air pollution control equipment, which was expected to 
reduce air pollution by more than 90 percent. 
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The data in this report are based on consent decrees lodged in federal court that resolve 
violation of environmental law that EPA has referred to the Justice Department for civil 
prosecution. Once lodged, these consent decrees are announced in the Federal Register and 
the public is given thirty days to comment on its terms. After any comments are reviewed 
by the court and Justice Department, the consent decree will be "entered" as a final 
judgment. Although lodged settlements may be revised in response to public input before 
they are entered, that rarely happens in practice. 

Most EPA civil enforcement actions are resolved through consent decrees, although the 
outcome may be shaped by earlier decisions by the court, e.g., that determine the scope of 
the defendant's liability for the violations that EPA has alleged. These settlements may 
come after a year or more of negotiations, so any consent decrees lodged within the first few 
months of a President's first year in office will reflect work done in a prior Administration. 
But the number and quality of these cases may indicate whether enforcement is on track, or 
whether the new Administration and his team are more directly involved in reviewing 
settlements and taking longer to approve them. 

All lodged cases were identified through Federal Register announcements, which also 
indicated the amounts paid in civil penalties6 for all but a few cases. Where necessary, EIP 
reviewed press announcements by the Department of Justice or data posted on EPA's 
webpage7 to identify the government's estimates of injunctive relief and reductions in 
emissions, as well as any civil penalty data not provided in Federal Register notices. 

4 
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APPENDIX A: CIVIL ENFORCEMENT CASES FILED UNDER THE FIRST 
SIX MONTHS OF THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION 

Dana Corporation, Perfect Circle Division 1121/1993 1,300 Clinton 

New York City 112211993 200 Clinton 

Consolidated Edison 1125/1993 220 Clinton 

GNB, Inc. 21411993 135 Clinton 

City of New Albany, IN 2/911993 175 Clinton 

U.S. Oil Company 2110/1993 470 Clinton 

Texaco Refining and Marketing, Inc 2i1011993 500 Clinton 

usx 2/1911993 1,800 Clinton 

Leslie Salt Company 2/28/1993 50 Clinton 

MSA Manufacturing, Inc. 3/1/!993 29 Clinton 
Eastern Environmental Services of the 
Southeast 314/1993 28 Clinton 

Port of Portland 3151!993 92 Clinton 

International Crane Compay 315/1993 25 Clinton 

City of Niagra Falls, NY 3/8/!993 Clinton 

New Boston Coke Corporation 3/911993 250 Clinton 

Alpha Cellulose Corp. 319/l993 850 Clinton 

fina Oil and Chemical Company 3/1 01!993 450 Clinton 

Windward Properties, Inc. 3/16/!993 75 Clinton 
Puerto Rico Industrial Development 
Company 312211993 !,000 Clinton 

Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority 3/2811993 435 Clinton 

IMC Fertilizer, Inc. 3129/1993 100 Clinton 

Texas Tank Car 3/31/1993 60 Clinton 

Shenango, Inc. 411211993 540 Clinton 

Leith Jeep-Eagle, Inc_ 4126/1993 15 Clinton 

Cressona Aluminum 5/411993 200 Clinton 

Richard Nelson 517/1993 5 Clinton 

El Paso Natural Gas 5113/1993 10 Clinton 

Group Dekko, Inc. 5/13/1993 550 Clinton 

Grumman St. Augustine Corp. 5/1311993 1,500 Clinton 

Town of Hastings 5113/1993 5 Clinton 

Masco Corporation 5114/1993 10 Clinton 

American Felt & filter 5119/1993 13 Clinton 
Louisiana Pacific, In<., and Kirby Forest 
Industries 5/2411993 I !,I 00 Clinton 

US v. Modine Manufacturing 512811'193 750 Clinton 

Elliott Drywall and Asbestos, Inc. 6110/1993 22 Clinton 

Global, Inc. 6118/1993 50 Clinton 
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Bo!iden Intertrade. AG. 6!25/1993 25 Clinton 

MTD Products ln.c.:. and Columbia 
Manufacturing 6i28/1993 100 Clinton 

Padflr:: Coast Producers, Inc. 6/28/1993 101 Clinton 

Union Tank Car 7/6/1993 350 Clinton 

Bethlehem Stee! 7114/1993 545 Clinton 
Donald E. Buchs and lorain Properties. 
Company 7i14/199J 20 Clinton 

florida Tile 712611993 493 Clinton 
Amelia Associates and joey1s. Excavating, 
inc. 7/2911993 125 Clinton 

APPENDIX B: CIVIL ENFORCEMENT CASES FILED UNDER THE FIRST SIX 
MONTHS OF THE GEORGE W. BUSH ADMINISTRATION 

Michael's Furniture Company 1/2512001 186 
Naturaf Gas Pipetlne 
Company 211/2001 215 100 

Preston Engravers Inc. 21512001 245 

Forsch Polymer Corporation' 21812001 32 
GH!ette 2/912001 

j.L Land Development, Inc. 2/15/2001 100 

Chevron USA lnc 2/1912001 650 ISO 748 
Viktron, LP. 3/2012001 ISO 

Motiva, Equllon, and She!! 312112001 9,500 5,500 400,000 

University of Rhode Js!and 41512001 195 550 

Black Mesa Pipeline 4/712001 128 

MIT 411812001 ISS 405 2,000 
Shdl Oi! Company and Mot!va 
Enterprises LLC 4127/2001 390 

V~l Oil Company 51212001 478 

Raymond T. james. et nL 5171200 I 6 15 
Marathon Ashland PetroletJm, 
Inc. 511112001 3.800 5,900 263,000 

A&S Tribal Industries 511412001 40 112 

Fort. lewis, US Army 5/1812001 60 200 

Vv'a!~Man Stores, Inc< 61712001 1,000 4,500 

Hartz Construction 6115/2001 80 80 
Cenex Harvest States 61151200 I 
Cooperatives 56 300 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 
Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 
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Gutd~ Corporation and 6/1812001 
Cf'own EG, Ind. 2,000 0,000 2,025 
Charles T Cannada 6120/2001 50 
Air Uqufde America 
Corporation 612112001 4,500 500 12,000 
Maca!!oy Group 6/2612001 1,200 1,800 
National Railroad Passeng-er 6/18/2001 
Corp. SOD 900 
Gulf Oil L.P. and Catamount 
Management Co. 7/5/2001 40 421 10 
Murphy Family Farms: 7110/2001 n 17 
Premcor Refining Group, Inc. 
{formerly Clark Refining and 
Marketing} 711212001 2,000 22,000 
Texaco 7/1612001 568 1,700 
Diamon<.J Shamrock Refining 
Co, LP 712512001 1,200 

APPENDIX C: CIVIL ENFORCEMENT CASES FILED UNDER THE FIRST SIX 
MONTHS OF THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION 

3,000 147,000 
Patriot Coal Corporation 21512009 6,500 6,000 
Frontier E! Dorado Refining Company 2/1012009 1,230 1,307 127,000 
Wyoming R~flning Company 211012009 150 14,000 
BP Texas City 2/1912009 12,000 6,000 161,000 
The Port of Astoria, Oregon 312012009 m 
City of Independence 313112009 255 450 35,000 
!NV!STA S.ax.L (Nationaf Case) 411312009 1,700 500,000 
Dominion Exploration - Kings Canyon 4117/2009 250 6,100 
M!!l~t Dyer & Company 411712009 142 90 
North Carolina DOT Ferry Division, 
erat 4/1712009 
North Hill Creek Compressor 
Station/Bill Barrett/Wind River 4/! 7/2009 240 200 372 
Lucite !!'1tl;!rnational & E.L Dupont 
deNemours 4110/2009 2,000 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 51712009 1,050 8,718 
Alaska Gold Company, Rock Creek 
Mine 511212009 884 8,177 
J.T. Walker Industries, !nc. I Ml Metals 512012009 105 100 
Zelmer, fncJSpencer Heights, Inc. 51211100'1 25 445 
Lebanon WWTF Si2712009 30,200 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

l3ush 

Bush 

Obama 

Obama 

Obama 

Obama 

Ohama 

Obama 

dbama 
Obama 

Obama 
Obama 

Obama 

Obama 

Obarna 
Obama 

Obama 

Obama 

Obama 

Obama 
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Friction Holdings LLC 5129!l009 338 55 Obama 

City of West Point, et aL 611212009 150 Obama 

American Laboratari~s Incorporated 6/16/2009 440 181 Obama 

Wa11side, Inc:, 611612009 100 350 695 Obama 

Carmen Neapolitan 6/IS/2009 Ob.ama 

City of OuluthfVV~stern Lake 
Superior 612312009 400 130,000 Obama 

JLG Enterprises 6123/2009 so 195 Ob:am.a 

Hokim (US) Inc. 612512009 160 Obama 

Citygas Gasoline Corporation, et at 7/612009 1,400 Obama 

Skull 7/1 J/2009 I Obama 

7/2012009 624 25,000 Obama 

Colorado Interstate Gas Co. 712312009 1,020 Obama 

Sierra Propertie:<> !, LLC 712812009 276 Obama 

City of St. Martinville 713012009 50 Obama 

!NEO$ ASS (USA} Corporation, et at 7/ll/2009 3,100 2,000 Obama 

APPENDIX D: CIVIL ENFORCEMENT CASES FILED UNDER THE FIRST 

SIX MONTHS OF THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

EMD Mi!Hpore 1/3012017 385 3,500 Trump 

Hammond Sanitary District 21312017 248 555 180,000 Trump 

Maynard Steel Casting Company 3!112017 25 350 Trump 

Clean Rentals Inc. 3/13/20!7 200 Trump 

Sunoco Pipeline LP (Well1ngton OH) 
CWA311(b)(l) 3/3112017 990 Trump 

United States v. Georgia Coastal Land 41712017 
Co., et.aL, No. 2:16~cvm00060-LGW-RSB 333 Trump 

Municipality of Santa !sa bel 411212017 20 Trump 

United States and Sutc of Alaska v. 4117/2017 
Westward Seafoods, fnc., Civil At::tion 
No.3: i 7·cv-00087-TMB 1.300 Trump 

Valero 
411912017 180 Trump 

4121/2017 1.250 Trump 

Falcon f'etro!eum, LLC et aL 4/2512017 60 220 218 Trump 

U.S. v. PPG Industries Ohio, !nc. (Civil 51212017 
Action No.2: 17-cv-00374} 225 Trump 

Homeca Recycling Center Co. Inc. et al. 5/1212017 50 Trump 

Nevada Cement Company S/1212017 550 3,000 Trump 
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Mesabi Nugget 5115/2017 ISO 160 Trump 
U.S, V, james f. Jerge, Jr., Case Number 5!17/l017 
I: IJ.<v-00428 Trump 
Vopak North America, Inc. 511712017 2,500 5,000 Trump 
A!on USA Big Spring Refinery 5130/2017 456 !,500 Trump 
U.S. v. Port Stewart GmbH&Co. Kg of 6/1/2017 
Germany, Civil Action No. 3:t7~cv~0!742 550 Trump 
NVR, Inc. d/bfa Ryan Homes (Nadonat 
Case ~ no NLPs) 611512017 425 2,008 Trump 
Evergreen Power, LLC v. U.S., Civil 611912017 

Action No. 3:!4~ 
cv-01537-WWE 246 454 Trump 
Cleveland Heights v. State of Ohio 6119/2017 "frump 
United States. and State of Colorado v. 612612017 
Rocky Mountain 
Company, LLC, Civil Action No. 1:17~cv~ 
01554 475 Trump 

6128(:1.017 

1,900 Trump 
Harcros Chemicals, Inc 

7131/2017 950 2,500 Trump 
6/l:1.120!7 
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NOTES: 

1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. EPA Technical Support Document. "Estimating the Benefit 

per Ton of Reducing PM2.5 Precursors from 17 Sectors." January 2013. 

2 U.S. Department of Justice, "Notice of Lodging of Proposed Consent Decree Under the Clean Air 

Act: United States and State of Texas v. Vopak Terminal Deer Park Inc. and Vopak Logistics Services 

USA Inc., Civil Action No. 4:17-cv-1518," May 23, 2017. Link: 

hrtps:/ /www.federalregister.gov I documents/ 20 l 7/05/23/2017-10467 /notice-of-lodging-of

proposed-consent-decree-under-the-clean-air-act 

3 U.S. Department of Justice, "BP Texas City Clean Air Act Settlement," Feb. 19, 2009, link: 

https: I I www .epa.gov I enforcement/bp-texas-city-clean-air -act -settlement 

'EPA, "Motiva Enterprises LLC Refinery Settlement," March 21,2001, link: 

https: I I www .epa.gov I enforcement/ motiva -enterprises-llc-refmery -settlement. 

5 Federal Register, "Lodging of Consent Decree in United States v. Louisiana-Pacific, Inc. and Kirby 

Forest Industries, Inc., Civil Action No. 93-0869," June 28, 1993, link: 

https:/ /www.gpo.gov I fdsys/pkg/FR-1993-06-28/pdf/FR-l993-06-28.pdf 

6 The payments that defendants made to the "natural resource" damages trust fund in several oil spill 

cases were included in amounts reported as injunctive relief rather than as penalty. 

7 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Enforcement: Civil Cases and Settlements, link: 

https:/ I cfpub.epa .gov I enforcement/ cases/ 

lO 
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Env1ronmenta! lntegrityC!vi! Pcnaltic:s Against Pollutt:!rs Drop 60 Percent So Far Under Trump I Environmental Integrity 

Civil Penalties AgainSt Polluters 
Drop 60 Percent So Far Under 

Trump 

Records Show 

http:f/www.cnvironmentalintegtity.org/news/pcnaltics-drop-tmdcr·trump/[!/26/2018 2:5R:39 PM] 
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EnvironmentallntegrityCivil Penalties Against Polluters Drop 60 Percent So Far Under Tmmp: Environmental Integrity 

Environmental Enforcement is Down: Fett'er Lawsuits and 

Smaller Fines During Six Months of Trump EPA Compared to 

Same Period Under Obama, Bush and Clinton 

Washington, D.C.- So far, the Trump Administration's EPA 

has been lighter on the pocketbooks of polluters than previous 

administrations, collecting 60 percent less in civil penalties than 

previous administrations had recovered from environmental 

violators on average by the end of July in their first year after 

taking office. 

Federal records reviewed by the Environmental Integrity Project 

(EIP) also show a significant drop in the number of 

environmental enforcement lawsuits filed against companies for 

breaking pollution control laws, compared to comparable 

periods in the Obama, Bush, and Clinton Administrations. 

From President Trump's first day in office through the end of 

July, the U.S. Department of Justice collected a total of$12 

million in civil penalties as part of26 civil lawsuits filed against 

companies for breaking pollution control laws. This was less 

than the $36 million in penalties in 34 cases in Obama's first 

January through July; $30 million in 31 cases under the same 

period during George W. Bush's administration; and $25 million 

in 45 cases during Clinton's first half year, according to EIP's 

report~ "!~nvironmcnta! l~nkm:cmcnt lJ!Hkr Presid~nl.p.~· 

"President Trump campaigned on a promise of 'law and order,' 

but apparently law enforcement for big polluters is not what he 

had in mind," said Eric Schaeffer, Executive Director of the 

Environmental integrity Project and former Director of Civil 

http://www.cnvironmentalintegrity.org/news/penalties~drop-under-trump/ll/26/20 18 2:58:39 PM I 
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EnvironmentallntegrityCivi! Penalties Against Polluters Drop 60 Percent So Far Under Trump 1 Environmental integrity 

Enforcement at EPA. ''The early returns show fewer cases with 

smaller penalties for violations of environmental law. If this 

drop~off in environmental enforcement continues, it will leave 
more people breathing more air pollution or swimming in 
waterways with more waste.'' 

This analysis is based on EIP's examination of federal consent 

decrees in EPA civil enforcement cases referred to the U.S. 

Justice Department for prosecution that resolve violations of the 

Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and other environmental laws. 

It does not include Superfund cases, which may be examined by 

EIP in a future report. 

Reduced environmental enforcement harms public health 

because pollutants such as sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides 

contribute to the formation of fine soot-like particles known to 

cause premature deaths tram heart attacks and lung disease. 

Pollution reduction information is not available for all lawsuits. 

But according to available case information and formulas used 

by EPA, the pollution reductions from five civil environmental 

cases filed by the Trump administration so far will prevent at 

least 22 premature deaths per year. This is less than the 

estimated 229 premature deaths annually avoided by the 

emission reductions required in eight cases filed during 
President Obama's first six months, and 618 deaths per year 

avoided by four cases at this point in George W. Bush's 

administration. 

Estimated Annual Emissions Reductions and Premature 
Deaths Avoided 

ObilP\<1 J9,26C !7B-J97 

-~c_. __ .....;:_.....:.."::-'---4-10 
9.J7S 

4331 
6-lS. 

'·' 
L9f8 45,104 

264 !5-34 

Note: For civil cases lodged from first day in office through July 

31 of first year. 

http://wv.w.environmentalintegrity.org/ncws/penalties.-drop·under-tnnnp/[l/26/2018 2:58:39 PM] 
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Environmental lntegrityCivil Penalties Against Polluters Drop 60 Percent So Far Under Trump I Emironmentallntegrity 

The data for the Trump Administration's record so far is just a 

snapshot and trends vary over time. Large future cases could 

potentially shift these results. "The actions that Justice 

Department and EPA take over the next year will indicate 

whether the disappointing results so far are all we can expect," 

Schaeffer said. 

The numbers so far show that President Trump's Justice 

Department has collected about 60 percent less in penalties than 

polluters had paid by on average this time in the first year of 

Presidents Barack Obama, George W. Bush, and Bill Clinton. 

The cases this year are smaller, requiring much less spending on 

cleanup, and resulting in fewer measurable reductions in 

pollutants that end up in our air or water. 

Below is a chart comparing the number of civil lawsuits and 

penalties during President Trump's first six months compared to 

the same period of time for the three previous presidents. 

Total Environmental Cases Lodged (Civil) and Penalties 

Paid 

Bush 

Ob~t11:\ J4 $36 ml!IJO-l'l 

Note: For civil cases lodgedji-omfirst day in office through July 

31 of first year. Premature deaths calculating using /:..PJl .~'i 

eslilltalinu mc:llulif..j_. 

The disparity between administrations is more significant when 

inflation is taken into account. For example, the $25 million in 

civil penalties paid from January through July of 1993, during 

the Clinton administration, is equivalent to more than $42 

million in 2017 dollars (compared to the $12 million collected 

during a comparable time period in the Trump administration). 

Beyond civil penalties, EPA also estimates the value of another 

outcome of environmental lawsuits: "injunctive relief.'' This 

http:/ /www.env ironm entalintegrity .org/ncws/penahies~drop~under~trump/[ l /26!20 18 2: 58: 3 9 PM j 
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Environmental lntegrityCivil Penalties Against Po!!utef:' Drop 60 Percent So Far Under Trump 1 Environmental Jntegrily 

means how much money violators will spend to install and 

maintain the pollution control equipment needed to reduce 

emissions and comply with environmental standards. This 

equipment includes scrubbers to remove sulfur dioxide from 

smokestacks or treatment systems that decontaminate 

wastewater before it is released to a river. EPA has been making 

these injunctive relief cost estimates for the last two decades. 

The value of court~approved "injunctive relief' has fallen to 

$197 million during President Trump's first January through 

July, compared to $1.3 billion under the same period oftime at 

the beginning of President Obama's first term, and $710 million 

under the lirst half year of George W. Bush's first term, federal 

records show. 

Read the ilill.~pu[!. 

To listen to audio of our press conference, click here:. 

The Environmental Integrity Project is a IS-year-old nonprofit, 

nonpartisan organization, based in Washington D.C. and Austin, 

Texas. dedicated to enforcing environmental laws and holding 

polluters and governments accountable to protect public health. 

### 

Media contact: Tom Pelton, Environmental [ntegrity Project, 

(202) 888-2703 

http:flw\~w.environmentalintegrity.org/ncws/pcnaltics-drop-under-trump/(1126/2018 2:58:39 PMl 
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EPA's Pruitt Denies He's an Ally of Polluters, Vows to Get Tough. Bloomberg 

EPA's Pruitt Denies He's an Ally of Polluters, 

Vows to Get Tough 

lh Jennifer A Dlouhy Jennifer Jacobs 

Cites decision to force toxic cleanup at Texas Superfund site 

Critics say agency chief is too cozy with oil, coal induSlry 

Scott Pruitt, the head of the Environmental Protection Agency, vowed that he will get tough on 

corporate polluters, dismissing critics who cast him as too cozy v.ith industry. 

"They don't know me," Pruitt said, during an interview with Bloomberg News in his Washington 

office. "I've led a grand jury. \Vc are going to do enforcement, to go after bad actors and go after 

polluters." 

Pruitt, the former Oklahoma attorney 

general, is leading the efforts to roll 

back Obama-era environmental 

regulations, including the first Jimits on 

carbon dioxide emissions from power 

plants and an overhaul of clean-water 

https://www,bloomberg.com/news/artic1es.!20 17·1 0·25/epa·s·pruitHicnies·he·s·an·ally·of·po!luters·vows·to•get·tough[ 1/26/2018 3:07: 17 PM) 
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EPA's Pruitt Denies He's an Ally of Polluters, Vows to Get Tough· Bloomberg 

rules. Despite moving to rescind those 

measures, those that remain in place 

will be fully enforced, he said. 

Pruitt after an interview in Washington on Oct 

25. II.. • · 
"I know what it means to prosecute 

people," he said. "And we've got some 

of those folks across the country-- those people that are intentionally taking steps to pollute our 

water, to pollute our air." 

While coal miners, manufacturers and oil companies have praised Pruitt's efforts to halt or 

rescind regulations, environmental advocates say he's the leading example of a Trump 

administration appointee who has an agenda that conflicts with the very nature of the agency he 

leads. 

Under former President Barack Obama, the EPA played a pivotal role in the government's fight 

against climate change, proposing sweeping rules to limit on methane leaks from oil wells and 

carbon-dioxide emissions from coal plants. Pruitt, who sued the EPA more than a dozen time to 

challenge those and other regulations, by contrast, is pursuing what he calls a "back to basics" 

agenda that he says will prioritize action on traditional pollutants. 

Read More: EPA Set to Obama's Power Plant Rule 

Eric Schaeffer, a former director of civil enforcement at the EPA under former President Bill 

Clinton, says Pruitt's environmental record as attorney general Oklahoma --where "he didn't do 

bupkis for enforcement"-- makes him skeptical the administrator is going to be "very good on 

enforce1nent" now. 
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EPA's Pruitt Denies He's an Ally of Polluters, Vows to Get Tough~ Bloomberg 

"But it would be great to be wrong," Schaeffer said in an interview. "So far, the EPA's 

enforcement record is thin. 11 

The Environmental Integrity Project, a watchdog group led by Schaeffer, reported in August that 

during President Donald Trump's first six months in office, civil penalties paid for 

environmental violations were 60 percent smaller on average than for comparable periods in the 

administrations of presidents Obama, George W. Bush and Clinton. 

In Oklahoma, Pruitt pursued fi·aud cases against some insurers and claims of unfair and 

deceptive practices by mortgage servicers, yielding a multimillion dollar payout for victims in 

the state. But he also dismantled a unit in Oklahoma dedicated to enforcing environmental 

violations and built his political career challenging what he termed the "EPA's activist agenda" 

under Ohama. 

Read More: Polluters Penalized Less Than His Predecessors 

Pruitt highlighted the EPA's decision earlier this month to approve a plan for removing toxins 

from the San Jacinto Waste Pits, a Superfund site near Houston that began leaking cancer

causing dioxin after flooding from Hurricane Harvey. 

That included ordering two companies-- International Paper Co. and a subsidiary of Waste 

Management Inc. --to pay an estimated $115 million toward excavating more than 212,000 

cubic yards of contaminated waste from the site. Both companies have objected to the cleanup 

plan. 

"And they are already barking down there," Pruitt said, referencing those companies' 

complaints. Pruitt said he was told some people would be "surprised" he would seek to hold 

Fortune soo companies accountable. 

Another example: In .Tune, the Trump administration filed a lawsuit alleging that a Colorado-

https://\vww.bloomberg.com/ncws/articles/20 17~ 1 0~25/epa~s~pruitt-denies·he~s-an·ally-of-pol!uters-vows·to·get~tough[l/26/20 18 3:07: 17 PMJ 



1328 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00594 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

12

EPA's Pruitt Denies He's an Ally of Polluters, Vows to Get Tough -Bloomberg 

based oil company repeatedly violated clean air rules by allowing volatile organic compounds to 

escape from dozens of storage-tank batteries. According to the complaint filed in that civil case, 

the EPA alleged that PDC Energy Inc. failed to adequately design, operate and maintain control 

systems on those tanks., resulting in those leaks. That case is ongoing. 

"I am here because I really feel called to it," Pruitt said. "My desire each day is to bless the 

president and the decisions he's making." 

A~ World Edges Away From Coal, Trump Seeks Revival: QuickTake 

Pruitt said he is still making plans for a "red team, blue team" exercise to examine the scientific 

research around climate change, "ith skeptics squaring off against scientists who say data 

overwhelmingly prove carbon dioxide emissions drive the phenomenon. 

That effort-- which Pruitt likened to "peer review happening in real time"-- would be separate 

from any formal review of the EPA's landmark 2009 conclusion that greenhouse gases endanger 

human health and welfare. Some conservatives have argued that unless the EPA reverses that 

endangerment finding, as it is known, his regulatory repeals will not endure. 

Pruitt didn't explicitly detail plans for a re\iew of the endangerment finding -- or commit to one 

--instead suggesting that regulatory action around the EPA's proposed repeal of the Clean 

Power Plan should come first. 

"Any type of review of endangerment findings would take time-- it would take meaningful 

time," Pruitt said. "You can't in the midst of that have confusion created by a vacuum because 

you are not addressing the Clean Power Plan, the 2015 rule or any authority you have" under the 

Clean Air Act to address greenhouse gas emissions. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/20 17* I 0·25/epa~s-pruitt·denies-he-s-an·ally-of-polluters-vows-to-get-tough[l/26/20 18 3:07: 1 7 PM J 
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Trump EPA Abdicates Law Enforcemenl, Gives Polluters Amnesty 1 NRDC 

OUR WORK OUR EXPERTS OUR STORIES GET INVOLVED 

Trurun~£PA Abdicates Law 
Enf~ement, Gives Polluters 
Amnesty 

ABOUT 

December 08, 2017 John Walke 

The Trump EPA is reversing clean air enforcement positions against coal-burning power plants that EPA 

has taken and that federal courts have upheld not once, but twice, Moreover, the Trump administration 

promises EPA enforcement relief to all industrial polluters covered by a Clean Air Act program designed 
0UPPOR.~ "JR\)(' 

to ensure industries control their increases in harmful air pollution, These retreats, along with other 

reversals in ~ p'jctilii, r~ect the Trump administration granting effective amnesty from legal 

requirements (hat protect Americans and uphold the Clean Air Act 

All of these reckless steps are taken in a memorandum from EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt that EPA 

quietly released after hours on the same day that Pruitt appeared before a congressional oversight 

committee for the first time since taking office, He made no mention of the enforcementreversals or 

attacks on clean air safeguards during his testimony, 

In Pruitt's memo, EPA effectively adopts the position of a coal-burning power plant defendant in a clean 

https://www.nrdc.orglexperts/john~walke/trump--epa·abdicates-law-enforcement~gives-polluters-amnesty[In6/2018 3:03:48 PM] 
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air enforcement case, DTE Energy, represented by the same law firm where the political head of EPA's 

clean air office worked before the Senate confirmed him last month. Pruitt announces EPA will exercise 

its 'enforcement discretion" not to enforce the Clean Air Act against not just power plants, but all industrial 

polluters, that fail to properly project how much they will increase harmful air pollution following 

construction projects. The Trump EPA is reversing course on enforcement stances that EPA is taking in 

lawsuits today, including in cases where federal courts have sided with EPA and against defendant 

positions that the Trump EPA now adopts. 

The Trump EPA enforcement retreat amounts to permission for industrial polluters to commit fraud and 

make false projections about their increased emissions, so long as those projections are "procedurally' 

adequate-even if they are substantively bogus and ultimately harmful to air quality. EPA specifically 

promises polluting lawbreakers it does not intend to enforce the law against failures to perform "required" 

air quality analysis. or failures to follow emissions calculation requirements. Memo at 8. What's most 

remarkable is EPA is presently in court enforcing against Clean Air Act violations that led the Trump EPA 

Administrator to issue a memo saying, "Never mind. We won't enforce against that lawbreaking from now 

on." 

Equally remarkable, the central promise and approach of Pruitt's memo-that EPA will not "second 

guess" polluters-is precisely the approach that a federal appellate court has characterized as a straw 

man. In the second US. v. DTE Energy case, the federal appeals court wrote that "the focus on so-called 

'second-guessing' is misplaced," because obviously EPA may bring enforcement lawsuits to challenge a 

company's improper emissions projections. The court continued by noting "the EPA definitely is not 

confined to a 'surface review' or 'cursory examination.'" The Pruitt memo confines EPA enforcement to 

just those indefensible failings, in a concerted political effort to obstruct EPA enforcement against 

companies' improper air pollution projections. Pruitt says archly that 'the court decision does not compel 

the EPA to pursue enforcement in such situations." EPA won't pursue enforcement at aiL you 

meddlesome judges. 

Pruitt's action plainly is meant to sabotage the ongoing clean air enforcement case against DTE Energy. 

Worse, Pruitt openly disavows the possibility of similar enforcement cases against other industrial 

polluters during the Trump administration. Pruitt prom1ses that "EPA does not intend to pursue new 

https://mvw.nrdc.org/experts/john·walkeltrump-epa·abdicates~law-enfon..-ement~gives-polluters·amnesty[l/26/2018 3:03:48 PM] 
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enforcement cases in circumstances such as those presented in the DTE matter." Enforcement sabotage, 

through and through. 

I confess I'm struggling to convey just how reckless this Pruitt memo is. At one point, the memo "clarifies" 

the EPA regulations to mean that when a company projects emissions increases and follows procedural 

requirements, EPA will not challenge false or wrong or even fraudulent projections unless there is "clear 

error" in application of the procedures. Forget the substance of the projections-the intended or actual air 

pollution increases. Nothing in the Pruitt memo says that a company's projection of pollution increases 

needs to be right or even reasonable; indeed, the clear import is polluter projections need be neither. 

The only example of a "clear error" exception in the Pruitt memo is applying an incorrect number in the 

regulations during those procedural steps; applying the right number during the procedural steps and 

giving that piece of paper to the government suffices, even if the company's pollution projection is 

manipulated, unreasonable, wrong or it results in unlawful air pollution increases. 

Moreover, the memo goes out of its way to reverse EPA's regulatory and enforcement practice to allow 

companies to purport to "manage" projected air pollution increases to prevent significant increases, but to 

do so in completely unenforceable ways. EPA to date has not recognized unenforceable industry claims, 

for the simple reasons that there is no way to ensure that companies have been or will be controlling 

pollution in the way they claim, and no way to enforce any failures to control pollution increases after the 

fact. Incredibly, the Pruitt memo says that the mere "intent" of a company to manage emissions increases 

-notwithstanding failure to do so-is good enough for government under the Trump administration. 

Memo at 6. Enforcement sabotage, through and through. 

These are upside down approaches to how Americans should expect EPA to enforce clean air protections 

to protect U.S. air quality. 

This is not simply capitulation by the Trump EPA It is abdication of EPA's law enforcement 

responsibilities to uphold the law against polluters that may be knowingly breaking the law, and that EPA 

believes may be breaking the law. Administrator Pruitt says that matters not-procedural niceties will 

suffice, and EPA will not "second-guess" those polluters through inquiry or disagreement. 

https:/(W\\W.rudc.org/experts/john~"A-a!ke/trump~epa-abdicates-law-enforcement-gives-polluters-amnesty(l/26/2018 3:03:48 PM] 
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By effectively promising industrial lawbreakers that EPA will not enforce certain Clean Air Act 

requirements, Pruitt's memo represents a Trump administration attempt to grant amnesty from these 

requirements. The memo uses coded language about what EPA will "focus on" and what EPA "does not 

intend to pursue" to bless activities that the law considers violations. As noted, the memo even "clarifies" 

what the EPA regulations mean, re-casting those regulations to mean something they do not say. 

Pruitt's memo predictably uses boilerplate language that EPA includes in memos when the agency wants 

to let regulated industries rely on winked agency promises of deregulation, at the same time that EPA 

wishes to be immune from citizen lawsuits to uphold the law, and immune from judges reviewing improper 

final agency action that breaks the law. It's especially perverse for an EPA Administrator that testified in 

Congress in the morning against the evils of EPA guidance documents. to turn around in the evening and 

issue a guidance document that deregulates clean air responsibilities and promises to abdicate EPA's 

duty to enforce the law. 

But the perversity goes well beyond that: in 2002, the Bush administration EPA weakened the clean air 

regulations at issue here, to insert loopholes and exemptions that let industry increase harmful air 

pollution significantly and evade any modern pollution controls to reduce emissions. A central author of 

those 2002 Bush EPA clean air rollbacks was a former industry attorney named Bill Wehrum. Mr. 

Wehrum left EPA to join the law firm of Hunton & Williams. where he and his colleagues represented 

coal-burning power plant companies. But wait, it gets better (pronounced worse). Among the power plant 

companies that Hunton & Williams represents is DTE Energy, the defendant in a Clean Air Act 

enforcement case that sought to exploit one of the loopholes Mr. Wehrum added to weaken the clean air 

regulations. The DTE Energy clean air enforcement case is the driving force, and the high profile 

enforcement retreat, at the heart of Mr. Pruitt's memo. 

And Mr. Wehrum? Now he is the political head of the Trump EPA air office tasked with carrying out these 

clean air regulations. Mr. Wehrum's name does not appear on Pruitt's abdication memo. Presumably, the 

DTE Energy case appears on a list of matters from which Mr. Wehrum recused himself. He should have. 

Nevertheless, the public deserves to know what role, if any, Mr. Wehrum. Hunton & Williams, and/or DTE 

Energy played in producing this Trump administration give-away to polluting industries. 

https://~w.nrdc.org/experts/john-walke/trump-epa-abdicates-law-enforcement-gives-polluters-amnesty[J/26/2018 3:03:48 PM] 



1333 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00599 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

17

Trump EPA Abdicates Law Enforcement, Gives Polluters Amnesty I NRDC 

For good reason, law enforcement agencies like EPA rarely issue so-called "enforcement discretion'' 

guidance that promises not to enforce some aspect of federal law: these promises undermine the Rule of 

Law and the public's confidence in Jaw enforcement; they threaten the concerns and rights protected by 

the law. such as clean air & Americans' health; and in their worst form, these promises can suggest a 

sordid collusion of interests with corporations that skirt the law. As a Reagan administration EPA policy 

put it, enforcement discretion promises "may erode the credibility of EPA's enforcement program by 

creating real or perceived inequities in the Agency's treatment of the regulated community." That Reagan

era enforcement policy still stands. and it is a testament to why enforcement discretion promises are 

highly unusuaL 

At EPA, there is a specific enforcement office process for issuing what are called "no [enforcement] action 

assurances" to specific facilities. in specific situations, based on case-specific circumstances. The Trump 

EPA has issued "no act1on assurances," for example, 'for the import of power generators to be donated 

for use in communities impacted by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma in Texas and Florida, to assist in 

recovery efforts.' But proper EPA 'no action assurances'' promising the exercise of "enforcement 

discretion" ordinarily are issued by the highest-ranking official of EPA's Office of Enforcement and 

Compliance Assurance. See, e.g., here. At the very least, EPA policy dating to 1984 requires the 

"advance concurrence" of the enforcement office. 

Pruitt's "enforcement discretion" memo represents a form of ·'no action assurance" that differs from any I 

have previously seen in several highly unusual, even unprecedented ways. First, I know of no other EPA 

·'enforcement discretion" guidance that was issued in the middle of a pending enforcement case against a 

corporate defendant accused of the very failings that the agency says it will turn a blind eye to, 

henceforth. 

Second. the added insult to injury here is federal courts twice have sided with the legal views of EPA 

enforcement officials prosecuting these failings, while rejecting the defendant's contrary views. 

Third. I am unaware of any 'enforcement discretion" promise or no action assurance signed by the EPA 

Administrator. Pruitt's decision to do so clearly is intended to assure corporations that EPA's enforcement 

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/john-wa!ke/trump-epa-abdicates-law-enforcement-gives-polluters·amnesty{l/l612018 3:03:48 PM] 
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retreat and grant of amnesty enjoy the highest level of political support. Amazingly. the memo even goes 

out of its way to trace that high level political support all the way back to President Trump. Pruitt says his 

memo is consistent with an agenda to "reduce burden on regulated sources in accordance with recent 

Presidential actions." citing a Trump executive order and memo to 'reduce regulatory burden' and 'enforce 

regulatory reform ' 

Fourth. here's an insider observation from my days working as an EPA attorney: it is extraordinary. 

possibly unprecedented, for EPA to issue an "enforcement discretion'' assurance that omits the name of 

even a single official from EPA's enforcement office. Pruitt is the memo's author. the addressees are 

Regional Administrators, and t11e only two officials copied on the memo are Pruitt's chief of staff and the 

political deputy to the head of EPA's air office, Bill Wehrum. Interesting. 

An already-miserable memo ends, aptly, on a foreboding note. In the memo's last paragraph, Pruitt 

observes that states are approved by EPA to carry out the clean air program in question. He goes on to 

say. however-cue ominous film soundtrack-that if EPA "later determine[s] that the [clean air program] 

approved [by EPA] is deficient, the EPA has authority. to call for a state to revise its regulations." This 

none too subtle threat signals that states that fail to follow the Trump EPA rollbacks could face demands 

by EPA to weaken state regulations. 

These outrageous Trump EPA actions raise a host of questions that Americans deserve the answer to: 

Were Mr. Wehrum's former law firm, Hunton & Williams, DTE Energy or any other non-governmental 

parties involved with this memo or the process that led to it? What about Mr Wehrum, or his deputy? 

Who helped write the memo? Did EPA's enforcement office write it? Were they consulted about it? If so. 

in what capacity and when? Were EPA and Department of Justice lawyers prosecuting the case against 

DTE Energy and handling its appeals, involved or consulted? What about enforcement officials in EPA 

regional offices, where power plant cases often are prosecuted? And EPA's Office of General Counsel. 

what roles. if any, did it play in this fiasco? Has EPA assessed how much harmful air pollution could 

increase from Administrator Pruitt's effective grants of amnesty and abdication of law enforcement duties? 

Many more questions and concerns are certain to emerge about the Trump administration's abdication 

and other reckless actions described here. 

https://www.nrdc.org.lexperts/jotm~walke/trump·epa-abdicates-law·enforcement-gives·polluters-amnesty[l/26/2018 3:03:48 PM] 
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NRDC will submit a Freedom of Information Act Request to EPA to obtain all records associated with this 

sordid transaction. Congress and EPA's Office of Inspector General also should investigate these deeply 

troubling actions. 

Finally, NRDC will consider challenging Administrator Pruitt's action in court. An agency like EPA may not 

issue guidance that relieves regulated industries of legal obligations, unless the agency first undertakes 

notice-and-comment rulemaking that provides the public fair opportunities to comment and oppose 

unlawful or harmful actions. The Trump EPA did not do this. 

In the meantime. nothing in the Administrator's action stops states, public health and environmental 

groups. and ordinary citizens from bringing enforcement lawsuits to uphold clean air protections that the 

Trump administration proclaims it will not. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

JOHN WALKE 
Director, Clean Air Project, Climate & Clean Air program 

https :/ /\\'WW.nrdc.org/experts/john~walke/trump-epa~abdicates~law~ettforcement~gives~pol !uters~amnesty[ 1 /26/20 18 J : 03 :48 PM] 
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D 

POLITICS 

Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions 
Against Polluters, and Put Limits on 
Enforcement Officers 
By ERIC LIPTON and DANIELLE IVORY DEC. 10, :1.017 

D 

·n1e smokestacks from Heritage Thermal Services in East LiverpooL Ohio. Heritage incinerates 
hazardous \Vaste at this facility. \v\\ 

https://wv.w .nytimes.com120 17 I 12/l 0/us/politics/polluti on·epa·regulations.htrnl[ 1/26/20 18 2 :28:51 PMJ 
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EAST LIVERPOOL, Ohio- The highway billboard at the entrance to town 

still displays a giant campaign photograph of President Trump, who handily 

won the election across industrial Ohio. But a revolt is brewing here in East 

Liverpool over Mr. Trump's move to slow down the federal government's 

policing of air and water pollution. 

The City Council moved unanimously last month to send a protest letter to 

the Environmental Protection Agency about a bazordons wastE• incinPra.tm: 
near downtown. Since Mr. Trump took office, the E.P.A. has not moved to 

punish the plant's owner, even after extensive evidence was assembled 

dming the Obama administration that the plant had repeatedly, and 

illegally, released harmful pollutants into the air. 

"I don't know where we go," Councilman William Hogue, a retired social 

studies teacher, said in frustration to his fellow council members. "They 

haven't resolved anything." 

Scott Pruitt, the E.P.A. administrator, has said the Trump administration's 

high-profile regulatory rollback does not mean a free pass for violators of 

environmental laws. But as the Trump administration moves from one 

attention-grabbing headline to the next, it has taken a significant but less

noticed turn in the enforcement of federal pollution laws. 

An analysis of enforcement data by The New York Times shows that the 

administration has adopted a more lenient approach than the previous two 
administrations- Democratic and Republican -toward polluters like those 

in East Liverpool. 

https:/ /www .nytimes.corn/20 17 !12/ I 0/us/politics/pollution-epa-regulations.html[ l/26/20 18 2:28:5 I PM] 



1338 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00604 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

22

Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and Put Limits on Enforcement Officers· The New York Times 

Scott Pruitt, the E.P.A. administnltor, listen in}!; to PresidcntTmmp's remarks durinp; a cabinet meeting in Washington this 
month.flou;c\ltlh 

The Times built a database of civil cases filed at the E.P.A. during the 
Trump, Obama and Bush administrations. During the first nine months 
under Mr. Pmitt's leadership, the E.P.A. started about 1,900 cases, about 
one-third fewer than the number under President Barack Obama's first 
E.P .A. director and about one-quarter fewer than under President George 
W. Bush's over the same time period. 
In addition, the agency sought civil penalties of about $504 million from 
polluters for cases initiated under Mr. Tmmp. Adjusted for inflation, that is 
about 39 percent of what the Obama administration sought and about 70 
percent of what the Bush adn1inistration sought over the same time period. 

The E.P .A., turning to one of its most powerful enforcement tools, also can 
force companies to retrofit their factories to cut pollution. Under Mr. 
Trump, those demands have dropped sharply. The agency bas demanded 
about $1.2 billion worth of such fixes, known as injunctive relief, in cases 
initiated during the nine-month period, which, adjusted for inflation, is 
about 12 percent of what was sought under Mr. Obama and 48 percent 

https;//www.nytimes.com/2017/12/l 0/us/politics/pollution-epa-regulations.html[l/2612018 2:28:51 PM] 
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under Mr. Bush. 

Resolving complicated pollution cases can take time, and the E.P.A. said it 
remained committed to ensuring companies obeyed environmental laws. 

"E.P .A. and states work together to find violators and bring them back into 
compliance, and to punish intentional polluters," the agency said in a 
~. Officials said Mr. Pruitt was less fixated on seeking large 

penalties than some of his predecessors were. 

"We focus more on bringing people back into compliance than bean 
counting," the statement said. 

After this article was posted, the E.P.A. issued a statement criticizing the 
report, and saying that "Administrator Scott Pruitt is committed to 
enforcement," and that "there is no reduction in E.P.A.'s commitment to 
ensure compliance with our nation's environmental laws." .c:rhJLfJill 
statement is here ) 

Confidential internal E.P.A. documents show that the enforcement 
slowdown coincides with major policy changes ordered by Mr. Pmitt's team 
after pleas from oil and gas industry executives. 

E.P.A. Enforcement Scorecard 
So far in the Trump administration, enforcement adions at the Environmental Protection Agency have been 
measurably fewer and smaller than the previous tvvo mlminLstTations. During 266 days under its administrator, 
Scott Pruitt, the agency· haB filed about a thousand fewer case~ and sought almost $9 billion less in those eases, 
including environmental repairs and fmes, than during the same period in the Obama Administration. 
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The documents, which were reviewed by The Times, indicate that E.P.A. 
enforcement officers across the country no longer have the authority to 
order certain air and water pollution tests, known as requests for 
information, without receiving permission from Washington. The tests are 
essential to building a case against polluters, the equivalent of the radar gun 
for state highway troopers. 

https://www.nytimes.comf2017/l2/1 0/us/politics/po!lution-epa-regulations.html[l/26/2018 2:28:5 l PM] 



1341 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00607 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

25

Under Trump, E.P.A. Has Slowed Actions Against Polluters, and Put Limits on Enforcement Officers- The New Ymk Times 

At at least two of the agency's most aggressive regional offices, requests for 
information involving companies suspected of polluting have fallen 
significantly under Mr. Trump, according to internal E.P.A. data. 

In the last two complete fiscal years of the Obama administration, the 
E.P.A:s office in Chicago sent requests for testing that covered an average of 

50 facilities per year~ or about 4.2 each month. By comparison, after the 
policy changes, one such request for a single facility was made in the 
subsequent four-month period. There was a similar decline in the Denver 
regional office, according to the data. 

The enforcement slowdown bas been compounded by the departure of more 
than 700 employees at the E.P.A. since Mr. Trump's election, many of them 
via buyouts intended to reduce the agency's size, and high-level political 
vacancies at the E.P.A. and the Justice Department. The agency's top 
enforcement officer - Susan Bodine- was confirmed only late last week. 

Separately, Mr. Pmitt's team has told officials and industry representatives 
in Mis.smu:i, North Dakota and other states that E.P.A. enforcement officers 
will stand down on some pollution cases, according to agency documents. 
The retrenchment is said to be part of a nationwide hand off of many 
enforcement duties to state authorities~ an effort Mr. Pruitt calls cooperative 
federalism but critics say is an industry-friendly way to ease up on polluters. 

Current and recently departed E.P .A. staff members said the new direction 
has left many employees feeling frozen in place, and demoralized, 
particularly in the regional offices, which have investigators who are 
especially knowledgeable oflocal pollution threats. 

https:J/www.nytimes.com/2017/12/10/us/politics/pollution-epa-regulations.html[l/26/2018 2:28:51 PM} 
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~kolc Cantelto, <-lll E.P .. -\.lawyer in the Chicago office, who has \\·orked at the agency for 2:6 years. 

https://wwv.'.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/politic&/pollution-epNegu\ations.html[ 1126/2018 2:28:51 PM] 
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"Certain people who are polluting are doing it with impunity right now and I 
think it is horrible," smd Nicole Cantello, an E.P.A. lawyer in the Chicago 
office, who has worked at the agency for 26 years. 

Ms. Cantello agreed to speak to The Times because she is protected by her 
status as a union official. The E.P.A. did not authorize agency employees to 

speak. 

The Times asked top E.P .A. enforcement officials from the Obama and Bush 

administrations to review The Times's data, analysis and methodology. 
(Read more about The Times's methodology here ) They said the slowdown 
signaled a sea change in enforcement under Mr. Trump. 

"Those kinds of numbers are stark," said Granta Nakayama, a lawyer who 

served in the Bush administration as assistant administrator for the E.P.A.'s 

enforcement office and who now represents companies facing E.P.A. 
enforcement actions for the law firm King & Spalding, where he oversees the 

environmental practice. 

"If you're not filing cases, the cop's not on the beat," he said. "Or has the cop 
been taken off the beat?" 

Cynthia Giles, the former assistant administrator for the E.P.A.'s 
enforcement office during the Obama administration, also prepared a 
separate version of the data. She described as a "stunning decline" the 
reduced efforts under Mr. Trump to require companies to bring their 
facilities into compliance with pollution laws. 

"The Pruitt E.P.A. is cratering on the enforcement work that matters most: 

holding the biggest polluters accountable," said Ms. Giles, now a director at 

the Energy & Environment Lab at the University of Chicago. 

Some enforcement experts suggested that the E.P.A. under Mr. Pruitt might 
have filed fewer cases because it was going after larger penalties. But 
according to the Times analysis, most of the top penalties were smaller than 
those in the previous two administrations. And the nine-month window 

included the single largest civil case filed by the E.P.A., against Exxon Mobil. 

https://www.nytimes.oom/2017/12/10/us/politics/poliution-epa-regu!ations.html[l/26!2018 2:28:51 PM] 
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'It Really Just Scares Me' 

On a midsummer afternoon in 2013, boiler ash and steam blasted through a 
breach at the Heritage Thermal Services hazardous waste incinerator, 
spewing hundreds of pounds of ash into a nearby neighborhood in East 
Liverpool and setting off a series of small fires at the plant. 

Tests later showed that the ash, which looked like dirty clumps of cotton 
candy scattered across rooftops and lawns, contained toxic chemicals. In 
some samples, lead and arsenic were found at concentrations that "could 
pose a hazard to small children," according to an Ohio Depmtment of 

https:/lwww.nytimes.oom/2017/12/l 0/us/politics/pol!ution-epa-reguhttions.html[l/26120 l8 2:28:51 PM] 
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Health repm:t. Heritage Thermal went door to door offering to wash people's 
houses and r.epla~lbk; in their gardens. 

Sandra Estell, 64, who lives on a river bluff overlooking the plant, said the 
ash covered her brother's Chevy Blazer and blanketed the street where she 
grew up. Even when the plant operates nonnally, she said, she smells the 

incinerator from her home -with the odor changing from rotten eggs to an 
electrical fire to something difficult to place. 

Truckloads of hazardous waste often sit in the parking lot outside the plant, 
awaiting disposal. On the day of the accident in 2013, the plant was burning 
through a load of waste sent from an oil refinery in Toledo. 

"It really just scares me," Ms. Estell said of the incinerator. 

The plant falls under the jurisdiction of the E.P .A. regional office in Chicago, 
which moved quickly to investigate the episode as a possible violation of the 

Clean Air Act, federal records show. 

https://\WAV.nytimes.oom/2017/12/10/us/politics/pollution-ep<Hegulations.html[l/2612018 2:28:51 PM] 
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ncorge T. Czerniak outside tlw E.P.A'.s office in Chicago, whC're he was a regional dirC'ctor of air and radiation. 

Investigators Sffi1 Heritage Thermal's general manager what is known as a 
Section 114(a) request for detailed information on the explosion. Failing to 

answer the questions, warned George T. Czerniak, who was then the E.P .A.'s 
Chicago-based director of the air and radiation division, could result in 
punishment. 

Heritage Thermal~ within weeks, and also disclosed that the plant 
had faced a..s.eries of r<'latPd problems when pressure inside the incinerator 

had climbed to dangerous levels. Mr. Czemiak asked for more information 

about those episodes, and by March 2015 he had signed a formallcttcr..ill' 

i:l.!Illlllaint, alleging a series of Clean Air Act violations that would very likely 
result in fines, as well as possible civil or criminal action. 

"We are offering you an opportunity to confer with us about the violations," 
Mr. Czerniak wrote in the letter. "You may have an attorney represent you at 
this conference." 

https:/ /W\\.W .nytimes.com/20 17/12/l 0/us/politics/pollution-epa•regulations.html{l/26!20 18 2:28:51 PM] 
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More than two and a half years later, the matter remains unresolved, leading 

to the ltlt!:.r...C!Lrunlplaint to the E.P.A. last month from the East Liverpool 

City Council. The body is dominated by Democrats, but it says its motivation 

in criticizing the E.P.A. is based on concerns about public safety and not 

partisan politics . 

. John Mercer, a City Council member, said taking on air pollution issues at 

Heritage Thermal has been a delicate matter because the area has lost 

thousands of jobs as steel and pottery manufacturing plants closed. 

"Heritage Thermal is one ofthe city's largest employers," he said. "We are all 

friends and neighbors with those that work there." 

Still, he said, residents want the matter resolved. "Our constituents deserve 

answers that no one seen1s to want to provide,'' he said. 

A spokesman for the E.P.A. declined to comment on the case's status, as did 

Christopher T. Pherson, president of Heritage ThermaL The company said 

in a statement that it "is committed to eontinuonsly enhancing its 

perfonnance and envirmunental con1pliance." 

Ms. Estell, who was <:ritic;l_L\lfthr pJAuJ even before it opened in the 1990s 

for being built near homes, blames the change in administrations in 

Washington for the inaction. "Something made them slam on the brakes," 

she said. 

https://www .nytimes.com/20 17 r 1211 0/us/politics/pollutionvepa·regu!ations.html[ l/26/20 t 8 2:28:51 PM] 
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Every administration runs into delays when investigating and enforcing 
environmental laws, and it is hard to pinpoint why any particular case might 
stall without access to confidential E.P.A. files. But the lack of action in East 
Liverpool mirrors a pattern of sluggish new enforcement activity under the 
Trump administration, as represented in data analyzed by The Times. 

The Times identified more than a dozen companies or plants like Heritage 
Thermal that received notices of violation toward the end of the Ohama 
administration, but as oflate November had not faced E.P.A. penalties. The 
findings were based on agency files released through a Freedom of 
Information Act request to the Environmental Integrity Project, a nonprofit 
group run by a former E.P .A. enforcement chief. 

Indiana Harbor Coke in East Chicago, Ind., has received at least three 
warning notices since 2015 for pollution \~olations, including hundreds of 
illegal emissions oflead, which can cause serious health problems, especially 
for children. 

Other cases include TimkenSteel Corporation of Canton, Ohio, which was 
served with a notice in November 2015 for illegally emitting hazardous 
toxins, including mercury, which, when inhaled in large quantities, ean 
cause pulmonary edema, respiratory failure and death. 

In Waterford, Ohio, Globe Metallurgical was cited in~ and 
December ''016 for air pollution violations. The E.P.A. collected evidence 
that it was emitting illegal amounts of sulfur dimdde, which can irritate the 
nose and throat and, at very high concentrations, cause life-threatening 
accumulation of fluid in the lungs. 

https:/Avww.nytimes.com/2017112/lO/us/politics/pollution-epa-regulations.html[l/26/2018 2:28:51 PM] 
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And in East Liverpool, just down the street from the Heritage Thermal 
incinerator, SJJ:..J:lcll was cited for allowing toxic levels of dust with heavy 
metal chemical additives such as manganese to drift beyond its property 

line. 

Tests conducted near S.H. Bell found "the highest levels of ambient 
manganese concentrations in the United States,'' a complaint issued during 

the Obama administration said. Health officials warned that the situation 
represented "a public health hazard and should be mitigated as soon as 

possible to reduce harmful exposures." 

https://\...ww.nytimes.com/2017/12/10/us!politics/pollution-epHegulations.htm![I/26/201S 2:28:51 PM] 
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&£e.atclj led by the University of Cincinnati found in September that levels 
of manganese in the blood and hair of children in East Liverpool appeared 
to be related to lower I.Q. scores, a conclusion executives from S.H. Bell 
have disputed. 

The Heritage Thermal plant during the .Tuly 20 l3 accident. 

The E.P.A. moved in the final days of the Obama administration to resolve 
the S.H. Bell matter, proposing a consent decree in January that would 
require changes to reduce manganese dust levels and to improve 
monitoring. 

Generally, a proposed consent decree is resolved within several months, but 
in March, the Trump administration asked a federal judge to delay the case 
so the E.P.A. could "brief incoming administration officials with decision
making responsibility" given that "many subordinate political positions at 
the agency remain unfilled." The Justice Department has since asked the 
court to move ahead, but the case remains open. 

A spokeswoman for S.H. Bell said that the company had moved to comply 
with the requirements and that its operations had not harmed residents. 
The E.P.A. said in a statement that it was waiting for the court to act. "It 
would not be appropriate to discuss the open enforcement matters," the 
statement said. 

Roberta Pratt, 49, a bartender who lives with her family on a block situated 
between Heritage Thermal and S.H. Bell, said she worries constantly about 
the delays in enforcement at the facilities. The side of her house, she said, is 
stained with a rusty color from heavy metals that float through the air. 

h!tps:/fv.ww.nytimes.C{Imf2017/12/l 0/us/politics/pollution-epa-regulations.html[l/26/2018 2:28:51 PM] 
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Roberta Pratt outside her home in East LiverpooL Ohio. She sai{i slw doesn't ha\'e tlw mmwy to move <~Way from the nearby 
industrial facilities. 

"It makes me feel like less of a mother," said Ms. Pratt of the pollution 
problems. ~~You can't protect your children." 

Fighting back tears, she added, "People say to me, 'Why don't you just pick 
up and move out of here?' Well, I just don't have the money to do that." 

Industry Gets a Sympathetic Ear 

The memo was marked "Privileged/Confidential/Do Not Release" and was 
signed by Susan Shinkman, the director of civil enforcement at the E.P .A. 

and one of Mr. Pruitt's top deputies in Washington at the time. 

h.ttps:/!~.nytimes.com/2017/12/10/us/politics/pollution-epa.regulations.html[l/26/2018 2:28:51 PM] 
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It arrived by email to agency employees across the country on May 31. 

With four pages of detailed instructions, it directed E.P .A. investigators to 
seek authorization before asking companies to track their emissions with 
instruments that determine the type and amount of pollutants being 
released at their plants. 

It also said investigators needed special authorization if they did not already 
have evidence that the company had quite likely violated the law, or if state 
authorities objected to the tests. 

The scope was far-reaching, applying to possible violations of the Clean Air 
Act, the Clean Water Act and federal laws regulating hazardous waste 
plants. 

The goal of these changes, the memo said, was to "ensure a more nationally 
consistent and complete accounting of federal compliance monitoring and 
enforcement activities." But the directive arrived like a thunderbolt, 
upending one of the agency's most effective methods in catching polluters, 
E.P .A. regional officials said, and one that was extremely unpopular with the 
oil and gas industry. 

In the prior two years, investigators in the Chicago office had sent requests 
for information - which includes requests for testing -that covered 267 
facilities in the six Midwest states it oversees, including in cases involving 
giant mountains of petcoke stored near residential neighborhoods in 
Chicago. A carbon and sulfur byproduct of refining oil, petcoke particles can 
become airborne and enter the lungs, causing serjous health effects. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017112/IO/us/politics/pollulion-epa-regulations.htmi[II261201 g 2:28:51 PM] 
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Investigators in the regional office in Denver, which handles many oil and 

gas cases) also sent out a illlrll'ii..Jllt.~!,{.U.~hl.s during the Obama 

administration based on hlu.t.s...th;-ti..£1Lcr~;LUI:U.d.lln.'L~~~J.:...h:itiu_~_\:illil 

_q__ust..ni~ of hazardous air pollutants escape into the atmosphere. The 

pollutants included benzene, which is a carcinogen, and methane, which is a 

major contributor to climate change. The investigations escalated after fO . .L!X 

\~urls:!~t.:.d.ll.1i1Kl:~ Ja~_ililic.~ in North Dakota \''ere overcome by fumes and 

died. 

As the Obama administration came loa dose, companies had grown 

increasingly unhappy with the tests and began to fight them by turning to 

allies in Washington. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017il2/l 0/us/politicsfrol!ution-epa·regulations.html( 1/26/2018 2:28:5 l PM1 
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Koch Carbon, a subsidiary of Koch Industries, which operated two pet coke 
storage facilities in Chicago, challenged the E.P.A.'s authority to require the 
tests in a formal filing with the agency, E.P.A. documents show, although it 
still provided the information the agency had requested. The test results 
showed that its petcoke piles were, in fact, threatening neighbors and led to 
their rl:lllllYlll. 

DOCUMENT 

Pruitt Moves to 
Curb E.P.A.'s 
Power to 
Demand 
Pollution Tests 
E.P.A. enforcement officinls 
natiom-.ide rely on 
prm·isions of the Clean Air 
and Clean Water Acts that 
enable them to order 
polluters to test their 
emissions for legal 
,.iolatitms. ~Jr. Pruitt. after n 
request from the oil 
indu:stly, has put new limits 
on that p(m:er. 
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""'"" ~llalo.OlJI'ftt>l<llwC""""" 

:~~?,~·l'lri"'200 
rn..,..,.\,Narthl.,..,DI0~1~Qt 

~K hP~ l'!."" A.ir ,'<:< (i""pljon<~ ...,..,,_.. A.<"•<IUo•btd"'(h1 .-J( ... S<d<o< 

Republicans in Congress, including Senator James M. Inhofe of Oklahoma, 
took up the cause for the oil and gas industry. In public hearings, Mr. Inhofe 
interrogated E.P.A. officials about the tests and called them "a hackdoor 
effort for the E.P.A. to cut greenhouse gas emissions." 

When Mr. Trump was elected and named Mr. Pruitt, the former Oklahoma 
attorney general, to lead the E.P .A., the complaints got a fresh - and 
sympathetic- hearing. Ms. Shinkman, in an interview, said she was 
instructed to write the new policy memo after Mr. Pruitt received letters of 
complaint from oil industry executives in North Dakota and Colorado. Ms. 
Shinkman, who joined the agency in 2012 as an Obama administration 
appointee, retired from the E.P .A. in September; in its statement to The 
Times, the E.P.A. did not say whether the oil and gas industry had been a 
factor in its decision. 

Ron Ness, the president of the North Dakota Petroleum Council, wrote to 
Mr. Pruitt in March describing the tests as burdensome and costly. "Under 
the previous administration, the E.P.A. initiated sweeping Clean Air Act 
(CAA) Section 114 information requests and threatened company-ending 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/l 0/us/politics/pollution-epa-regulations.html[l/26!20 18 2:28:!! t PM] 
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sanctions." Mr Ness >'<Tote in a letter obtained by The Times. 

In his response to Mr. Ness, ML.I:'rui.l.t..liT!lli: that the E.P.A. would "develop 

best practices for the judicious use" of the requests, and also hand off much 

of the enforcement of air pollution laws to North Dakota officials, except on 

Indian lands where the federal government has jurisdiction. 

"The E.P.A. acknowledges the critical role that the oil and gas industry plays 

in ensuring the nation's energy independence through domestic energy 

production," Mr. Pruitt wrote to Mr. Ness in July. 

The change in North Dakota was part of a broader effort by the E.P .A. to 

give states more say in how to treat polluters. 

In a.lct1cr to the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Edward Chu, 

the deputy administrator of the E.P.A.'s regional office in Kansas, said the 

agency would back off some inspection and enforcement activity so the state 

could take the lead. "These shifts in direction do represent significant 

change," Mr. Chu wrote. 

Officials in North Dakota said the new arrangement there is leading to faster 

resolution of cases involving the oil and gas industry. 

"We are focused on compliance and fixes, not on big fines that are trumped 

up," said Jim Semerad, who leads the division of the North Dakota 

Department of Health that enforces air emissions rules. 

But some critics question the sincerity of Mr. Pruitt's deference to state 

authorities, in part because it comes as the Trump administration has 

proposed cutting grants that help states pay for local enforcement. And the 

vigilance of some states in taking on the new responsibilities is also 

uncertain. 

An illldi.l by the E.P.A. inspector general in 2011 described North Dakota as 

"a state philosophically opposed to taking enforcement action" against 

polluters. 

The state's fines, moreover, are a tiny fraction of those imposed by the 

E.P .A. for the same violations, records obtained by The Times show, and 

some North Dakota settlements do not require the hiring of independent 

hnps:f/W\llw.nytimes.com/20 17/12/1 0/us/politicsJpoUution-epHegu!ations.html{l/2612018 2:28:51 PM] 
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inspectors to ensure companies honor their promises. 

A building in dmmto"m East Liverpool, Ohio. CitizC'ns belieYe that a red dust that :>ettlcs on their homes and property is 
chemical residue from nt'arhy t'aclliti('S. 

In Ohio, a change in state law that was tucked into a budget bill this year cut 
funding for an inspector in East Liverpool, even as Ohio authorities found 
continued evidence of air pollution violations at the Heritage Thermal 
incinerator, according to state records obtained by The Times. 

Ohio Environmental Servkes.Jndustry, a trade group that represents 
Heritage Thermal and a handful of other hazardous waste companies, 
pushed for the change. The group said the facility would receive sufficient 
oversight without the dedicated state inspector. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/IO/us/politics/pollution-epNegulations.html(l/26/2018 2:28:51 PM] 
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The changes across the country, some laV\l)'ers suggest, are giving violators 

an upper hand in negotiating with the E.P.A. 

Paul Calamita, who represents cities accused of violating the Clean Water 

Act when they release sewage and contaminated storm water into rivers and 

lakes, recommends that clients team up with state governments to push 

back against the E.P.A. 

Under President Trump, Mr. Calamita said, the E.P.A. and the Department 

of Justice have been willing to compromise, withdrawing a six-figure penalty 

in one instance after refusing to do so in two previous rounds of negotiations 

during the Obama administration. 

"States with new Republican governors are following the Trump approach 

providing compliance assistance at the outset to avoid enforcement where 

the discharger is cooperative," he said in a present:Jtion to utility executives 

from around the United States. "A state that pushes back on E.P.A. is likely 

to be successful." 

A Muscular Office Loses Muscle 

The E.P.A. under Mr. Pruitt has pursued some high-profile prosecutions of 

polluters and has talked tough about companies like Fiat Chrysler, which 

like Volkswagen has been accused of installing software on its vehicles 

meant to evade emissions standards. 

The agency's biggest civil case filed since Mr. Trump took office involves 

Fxxon Mobil, which was accused of not properly operating and monitoring 

industrial flares at its petrochemical facilities. Exxon agreed in October to 

pay $2.5 million in civil penalties, some of which will go to Louisiana, and 

spend $300 million to install new technology to reduce air pollution. 

The agency on Friday also released ll...llii.l of 21 Superfund sites contaminated 

with hazardous substances and pollutants that Mr. Pruitt has targeted for 

immediate and intense attention. One of the sites on the list, Tar Creek, a 

former lead and zinc mine, is in Oklahoma, where Mr. Pruitt once served as 

attorney general and state senator. 

But more than a dozen current and former E.P.A. officials told The Times 

that the slowdown in enforcement is real on the ground, and that it is being 

directed from the top. 

https://www.nytiroes.com/2017/l2/l0/us/po!itics/po!lution·epa·regulations.html[l/26fl018 2:18:51 PM] 
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At the Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building in Chicago, which houses a regional 

office of the E.P.A., employees said it has become difficult to even start a 
new investigation. Because it covers states populated with Rust Belt 

industries, the Chicago office has traditionally been one of th!' busiest of the 

~. 

An agency spokeswoman, in a statement, said "we have not rejected any 
requests for sampling, monitoring and testing" that were sent to 
headquarters as a result of the new policy. But agency staff said the memo 

made clear such requests were discouraged, and many fewer were being 
drafted . 

. Jeff Trevino, a lawyer in the Chicago office, who has worked for the agency 

for 27 years, said the new hurdles imposed by Mr. Pruitt had created "a 
Catch-22" because, with new policies effectively discouraging requests for 

information, investigators will have a harder time getting the data needed to 
detect and confirm ·violations. 

Mr. Trevino, like other current E.P.A. employees, was not authorized by the 

agency to speak with The Times, and did so as a member ofthe labor union. 

https:/ /v.'WW.nytimes.com/20 17 J 1211 0/us/politics!pollution·epa·regu!ations. htm I[ l/26no 18 2:28: 5 1 PM] 
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Felicia Chase is a water pollution enforcement officer in the office oftht: E.P.A. that covers stnt('s from :-..tinn0sotu to Ohio. 

"We are the boots on the ground and we just are having a hard time now 
getting the information we need to do our job," said Felicia Chase, who has 
worked for nearly a decade as a water pollution enforcement officer in the 
Chicago office, which covers states from Minnesota to Ohio. She was also 
speaking in her capacity as a union member. 

Ms. Chase sat glumly in the cafeteria just before Thanksgiving. On a 
tele,ision set on the wall, President Trump could be seen offering an official 
pardon to a turkey, joking that he could not reverse Mr. Obama's turkey 

pardons from the previous year. 

Smne workers said they would take the unusual step of asking members of 
Congress to protect funding for the work they do, while others said they held 

out hope that the new restrictions on information gathering would not be 
permanent. Ms. Shinkman, the retired author of the May memo, said she 
had hoped to avoid a sharp drop in requests for information, but sbe 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/10/us/politics/pollution·epa·regu!ations.htm![l/26/2018 2:28:51 PM] 
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declined to elaborate how that would be possible. 

Mr. Czerniak, who led the air pollution unit in Chicago until his retirement 
in 2016, said it was hard to watch the agency struggle through this new era. 

"People at the agency are just being cautious, almost to the point of 
paralysis," he said. ''They do not want to do anything for fear of being told 
they have done something wrong - something the new administrator won't 
like." 

Eric Lipton reported from East Liverpool, Ohio; Chicago; and Washington, and Danielle 
Ivory from New York. Kitty Bennett contributed research. 

!\ vas1on of this article appears 1n pnn! on DI<C(;mber 11. 2017. on Pagl! A1 ot the NC'W Yo1·k edition with lhe 
he;:!clllne F F' /\ ·s Polluter Playbook I ak.es 8 I urn 1o Leniency Order He prints roday's Paper: Subscnbe 
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POLITICS 

Counseled by Industry, Not Staff, E.P .A. 
Chiefis Offto a Blazing Start 
By CORAL DAVENPORT JULY·t, 2017 

D 

0 

Scott Pruitt. right. the Environmental Protection Agency administrator, \'.-itb Treasury Secretary- Steve Muuchin after President 
Trnmp announced hi1> intention to withdnn-v from the Paris agreement nn climate clumge .. \! Dl\'lgo/Tlw New York Timt~li 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/0l/us/politics/trump-epa-chier-pruitt.-regulatioru-climate--change.html[l/24/20l 8 10:50:38 AM) 
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WASHINGTON - In the four months since he took office as the 
Environmental Protection Agency's administrator, Scott Pruitt has moved to 

undo, delay or otherwise block more than 30 environmental rules, a 
regulatory rollback larger in scope than any other over so short a time in the 
agency's 47-year history, according to experts in environmental law. 

Mr. Pruitt's supporters, including President Trump, have hailed his moves 
as an uprooting of the administrative state and a clearing of onerous 
regulations that have stymied American business. Environmental advocates 
have watched in horror as Mr. Pruitt has worked to disable the authority of 
the agency charged with protecting the nation's air, water and public health. 

But both sides agree: While much of Mr. Trump's policy agenda is mired in 
legal and legislative delays, hampered by poor execution and overshadowed 
by the Russia investigations, the E.P.A. is acting. Mr. Pruitt, a former 
Oklahoma attorney general who built a career out of suing the agency he 
now leads, is moving effectively to dismantle the regulations and 
international agreements that stood as a cornerstone of President Barack 
Obama's legacy. 

''Just the number of environmental rollbacks in this time frame is 
astounding," said Richard Lazarus, a professor of environmental law at 
Harvard. "Pruitt has come in with a real mission. He is much 1nore 
organized, much more focused than the other cabinet-level officials, who 
have not really taken charge of their agencies. It's very striking how much 
they've done." 

Since February, Mr. Pruitt has filed a proposal of intent to undo or weaken 
Mr. Obama's climate change regulations, known as the Clean Power Plan. In 
late June, he filed a kgaLplan to repeal an Obama-era rule curbing pollution 

in the nation's waterways. He ~a rule that would require fossil fuel 
companies to rein in leaks of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, from oil 
and gas wells. He delayed the date by which companies must comply with a 

rule to prevent explosions and spills at chemical plants. And he =!La 
b.illl on the use of a pesticide that the E.P.A.'s own scientists have said is 
linked to damage of children's nervous systems. 

https://w\vw.nytimes.com/2017/07/01/us/politics/tmmp~epa-chief·pruitt·regulations-climate-change.html[l/24/2018 10:50:38 AM] 



1363 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00629 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

47

Counseled by Industry, Not Staff, E.P.A. Chief Is Off to a Blazing Start M The New York Times 

A pump jack near Ardmore. Okla. Mr. Pmitt '\-\ithdn'W a mle rC'quiring energy companit~s to collect data on emissions of 
methane from oil and gas \"\'ells. ]).nH\•Ion rbibod''·'ll"- fm'f'h(':\('\\ York Tinw~ 

In a sign of both Mr. Pruitt's influence in the White House and the high 

regard in which Mr. Trump holds him, he will take a leading role in devising 

the legal path to withdraw from the 194-nation Paris agreement on climate 
change, a job that would typically fall to lawyers at the State Department. 
And he is doing all this largely without the input of the 15,000 career 
employees at the agency he heads, according to interviews with over 20 

current and former E.P .A. senior career staff members. 

"I have been consistently informed by multiple career people at E.P.A. that 

Administrator Pruitt is not meeting with them ahead of making decisions 

like rolling back these major regulations," said James J. Jones, who had 

worked at the agency since the Reagan administration before retiring in 

January. Mr. Jones, an expert in chemical and pesticide pollution, was 

appointed by Mr. Obama as the E.P .A.'s assistant administrator for chemical 
safety in his final years at the agency. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/0I/us/politics/trump--ep1HhiefMpruitHegulations·climateMchange.html[lf2412018 10:50:38 AM] 



1364 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00630 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

48

Counseled by Industry, Not Staff. E.P.A Chief is Off to a Blazing Start- The New York Times 

Instead, Mr. Pruitt has outsourced crucial work to a network oflawyers, 
lobbyists and other allies, especially Republican state attorneys general, a 
network he worked with closely as the head of the Republican Attorneys 

General Association. Since 2013, the group has collected $4.2 million from 
fossil fuel-related companies like Exxon Mobil, Koch Industries, Murray 
Energy and Southern Company, businesses that also worked closely with 

Mr. Pruitt in many of the 14lawsuits he filed against the E.P.A. 

Within the agency, Mr. Pruitt relies on the counsel of a small network of 
political appointees, including a number of former lobbyists and senior 
industry officials. For example, he tapped Nancy Beck, previously a policy 
director for the American Chemistry Council, which lobbies on behalf of 

companies such as Dow and DuPont, to oversee the E.P.A. office charged 
with enforcing regulations on hazardous chemicals. 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our latest 
stories about climate change -along with 
answers to your questions and tips on how to 
help 

I Enter your email address I s;,, u, 

D 

1\lANAGL i:oMAIL f'Rt:'FE:RENCb.S i 1-'RIV/\CY POl'CY 

i OPT OUT OR CONTACT US ANYTIME 

''It amounts to a corporate takeover of the agency, in its decision- and 
policy-making functions," said Robert Weissman, the president of Public 
Citi~en, a government watchdog group. 

Mr. Pruitt, 49, sees himself as a champion of states' rights, pressing to 
diminish the intrusive authority of an overbearing federal agency. Hanging 
near the fireplace on the wood-paneled walls of his office is a portrait of 
President James Monroe, who opposed ratifying the Constitution because 

he said it gave too much power to the federal government. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 17/07/0 1/us/politics/trump--epa-chief-pruitt-regulations-climatc·change.html[ l/24/201 S 10:50:3& AM} 
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Mr. Pruitt pushed that message in his first speech to the agency's staff. 
"Congress has been very prescriptive in providing, in many instances, a very 

robust role, an important role of the states," he said. He did not mention 
public health or climate change. 

Since then, Mr. Pruitt has begun what he calls his "back to basics" agenda 
for the E.P .A. - one that he has described to multiple people as an effort to 
rein in the regulatory efforts of the Obama era, which focused on invisible 
greenhouse gases from tailpipes and smokestacks. Instead, Mr. Pruitt has 
said, he wants to focus on "tangible" pollution- for example, the Superfund 
program, which cleans up hazardous waste at old industrial sites. 

"I am making it a priority to ensure contaminated sites get cleaned up," he 

said. "We will be more hands-on." (His proposed budget for 2018, however, 
would cut the Superfund program by about 25 percent.) 

https://W\\<w.nytimes.com/2017/07/0l/usJpoiitics/trump·epa·chief·pruitt·regu!ations·climate·change.html[l/24nOI8 10:50:38 AM] 
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Attorney Gener-al Ken Paxton ofT,•xas. who said, "'l1lt' nice thing is, no·w we feel like we'r-e ht:ing beard.'' Y'\1ten :\lr. Pl'uitt was 
Oldahoma 's attor-ney gcrwral, the two ~\orked closely on lawsnit.s. against the E. P .A. l \i n~ 

Mr. Pruitt made his message explicit in a visit to the Harvey coal mine in 
Sycamore, Pa., to kick off a "back to basics" promotional tour in April. 

"It's sad that a regulatory body of the government of the United States 
would declare a war on any part of our economy," he told the miners. "The 

regulatory assault is over." 

Attorney General Ken Paxton of Texas, who worked closely with Mr. Pruitt 
when he was Oklahoma's attorney general to sue the E.P.A., said he was 

pleased that Mr. Pruitt's new job hadn't changed him. On March 1, Mr. 
Paxton met with Mr. Pruitt to request that the agency withdraw a rule 

https://v.ww.nytimes.com/2017/07/0llus/politics/trumpwepawchief.pruitt·regulationswclimatewchange.html[l/24/2018 10:50:38 AM] 
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requiring energy companies to collect data on emissions of methane from oil 
and gas wells. Mr. Paxton delivered the letter with the signatures of 11 

attorneys general, laying out the case for walking back the rule. 

"I personally handed him the letter, and the next day the rule was personally 

withdrawn," Mr. Paxton said. 

Meanwhile, the agency's career scientists and legal experts say they have 

been largely cut out of the process. Senior staff members with decades of 
experience in environmental law and science said they had been consulted 
rarely on the agency's major decisions to undo environmental protections. 

:\Jr. Pn..1itt at a coal mine in Sycamore, Pa .. in April. 'The regulatory <~.ssault is: O\'er,''lw told the miners. 

It is not unusual for E.P.A. administrators to consult with lobbyists, state 
officials, and industry and advocacy groups as they develop major policy 

proposals. But veteran E.P.A. employees say Mr. Pmitt has gone much 

https://Y.'WW.nytimes.com/2017/07/0l/us/politics/trump-ep!Hhief·pruitt·regulations~climate-change.hlml[l/24/2018 10:50:38 AM) 
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further in cutting out career staff members. 

"Going back to the Reagan administration, I was never aware of a 

substantive decision made without input from career staff," said Mr. Jones, 

the former head of the E.P.A.'s chemical regulation office. "It's hard to 

imagine that you have all the relevant facts if you're not meeting with the 

people who have a greater depth of knowledge on these issues than almost 

anyone in the country." 

Some career E.P .A. employees said they had been consulted, particularly in 

the writing oflegallanguage to execute Mr. Pruitt's agenda. After Mr. Pruitt 

drafted his plan to repeal Mr. Obama's rule on pollution in the nation's 

waterways, he turned to the E.P.A.'s legal office to help ensure the language 

was bulletproof, said Kevin Minoli, the agency's acting general counsel. 

"As lawyers, it's not our job to choose the ultimate policy decision," said Mr. 

Minoli, who has served as an E.P .A. lawyer since the end of the Clinton 

administration. "As lawyers, our job is to help articulate the policy in the 

most legally defensible way possible." 

But Mr. Pruitt's main source of counsel on industry regulations appears to 

be the industries he regulates. An excerpt from his l:ilklli.l.ill: for Feb. 21 to 

March 31, acquired through the Freedom of Information Act hy the energy 

trade publication E & E News, details multiple meetings with chief 

executives and lobbyists from oil, gas, chemical, agribusiness and other 

industries regulated by the E.P.A., as well as with Mr. Pruitt's personally 

appointed political staff- but few meetings with career employees or 

environmental groups. 

GRAPHIC 

How Americans 
Think About 
Climate Change, 
in Six Maps 
J\mcricans ovcn,·helmingly 
bdiew~ that global \\·arming 
is happ{mi11g. and that 
carbon embsions should be 
~cakd back But fewer are 
sun' ilw_t il will harm tlwm 

https://v•>vw.nytimes.com/2017/07/0l/us/politics/trump·epa·chief:.pruitt·regulations-climate-change.html[l/24/2018 10:50:38 AM} 
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personally. 

Leaders of at least three major environmental and public health groups
the Audubon Society, the Natme Conservancy and the American Lung 
Association- have had meetings with Mr. Pruitt, they said. E.P.A. officials 
said he had also met with advocacy groups such as the American Public 

Health Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the March of 
Dimes, the National Medical Association, the Asthma and Allergy 
Foundation of American, and the National Environmental Health 

Association. 

But the influence of those groups, which have pushed to retain 
environmental rules, appears to be outweighed by the counsel of industry 

groups. 

Dow Chemical Company had pushed the E.P .A. to reconsider an Obama-era 
ban on the use of chlorpyrifos, a pesticide that the E.P.A.'s scientists have 

concluded causes developmental damage in children. On March 30, Mr. 
Pruitt reversed the ban. 

On March 13, Mr. Pruitt met with agriculture lobbyists, including Dale 
Moore, executive director of the American Farm Bureau Federation, which 

has lobbied heavily for the repeal of an Obama-era regulation that could 
restrict the use offertilizers near waterways. Last month, Mr. Pruitt filed a 

draft plan to repeal the Waters of the United States Rule. 

On March 22, he had dinner at the Trump International Hotel in 
Washington with 45 members of the board of directors of the American 
Petroleum Institute, a body composed largely of chief executive officers of 
the oil and gas industry. At the time, oil and gas companies were pushing 
the E.P .A. to roll back a set of rules on methane leaks from drilling wells, 
which the industry estimates could cost it over $170 million. 

On June 13, Mr. Pruitt filed a proposal to delay those regulations by two 

years, and the agency is expected to rewrite them. In the filing, he noted that 
the E.P .A. had concluded that a delay of the pollution rules "may have a 

disproportionate effect on children.'' But he also said the rules would come 
at a significant cost to the oil and gas industry. 

https://wv.w.nytimes.com/2017/07/01/us/politics/trump-epa-chief·pruitt-regulations-climate·change.html[l/2412018 10:50:38 AMl 
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"The nice thing is," Mr. Paxton, the attorney general of Texas, said, "now we 

feel like we're being heard." 

Correction: July 6, 2017 

An article on Sunday about the irlfluence of Scott Pruitt, administrator of 

the Environmental Protection Agency~ er1·oneously reported a meeting 

between Mr. Pruitt and Andrew Liveris, the chief executive of the Dow 

Chemical Company. While a meeting was scheduled for March 9 at an 

energy conference in Houston, both the E.P .A. and Dow said it was later 

canceled and did not take place. 

Get politics and Washington news updates via &~ . .ThdJtiu and in tf.1ft.MQm.lng 
~~. 
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fh; JACQUELINE ALEMANV CBS NEWS .Jommry 17. 2m8, 3:18/'Ji 

EPA chief Scott Pruitt: 
Industry is necessary 
partner 
Share Tweet Reddit Flip board Email 

Last Updated Jan 18~ 2018 7:12PM EST 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt told CBS News that a 
partnership with "industry" is necessary in order for the agency to protect the 
environment. 

https,/iwww cbsnews oomlnews/scntt·pruiH-.<ays·industry•ts-neces~ary-partllf:r·for·environmenta!·pmte<:l:lonJfl/2412018 12: Hi·49 PM] 
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"This paradigm that says we have to choose industry over the environment or the 
environment over industry is the old way of thinking," Pruitt told CBS News' chief 
White House correspondent Major Garrett in an interview Wednesday. FQ LLQW US 
"Now that serves political ends but it doesn't serve the environment because I will 
tell you this: to achieve what we want to achieve in environmental protection, 
environmental stewardship, we need the partnership of industry," he added. NgW~AR 0 N CBS 
Pruitt, who has been accused by critics of being too cozy with special interest 
groups and executives and advocates of the fossil fuel industry, defended these 
relationships as necessary for environmental stewardship. The former Oklahoma 
Attorney General, cited his experience as a prosecutor, and called it "wrong
headed" to assume that all industries are bad actor~·. 

"We should be about stewardship and we should be about partnership," Pruitt 
said. "Now, I will tell you as a former attorney general, I've led a grand jury. I've 
prosecuted bad actors. And I will tell you, if we have companies, industries, 
citizens who violate the law, we are going to prosecute them and we are going to 
hold them accountable. But we should not start from the premise that all people 
are that way or that all industries are that way. That is just simply wrong-headed. 
And it doesn't achieve good outcomes." 

EPA Admin Scott Pmitt t~ays \Vhite House \Vill withdraw from Clean Power 
Plan 

Pruitt has also come under fire for appointing executives from the coal, gas and 
chemical industries to senior staff positions at the EPA. He has swiftly sought to 
reverse, delay and block more regulations than any other administrator in the 
history of the agency, including the Obama~era Clean Power Plan and Clean Water 

Rule. 

"We had many regulations that this agency had adopted historical that had created 
confusion, and did not serve advancing protection of the environment," Pruitt 
argued. 

Pruitt confirmed reports that he has eased the EPA's safety review process for 
assessing the risk of new chemicals being produced by manufacturers to the 
environmental and humans under the Toxic Substances Control Act. He told CBS 
News that the agency will no longer require manufacturers to sign consent orders 
that restrict the use of potentially hazardous chemicals in the future. Pruitt 
claimed that the EPA's new approach is "absolutely" safer than the old approach. 

"What I've said about consent orders and consent decrees is that we shouldn't 
regulate through litigation," Pruitt argued. "If there are industries or companies 
out there that don't do what the law requires, we're going to issue consent orders 
and enforcement actions against them, and already have, to hold them 
accountable." 

"From our perspective, when I speak to clarity in regulations, I believe most 
companies, most states, most citizens want to comply with the law," Pruitt added. 

In December, a federal appeals court ordered the EPA to revise the antiquated lead 
paint hazard standards after the Trump administration had requested a six year 
delay to review the rule. Pruitt would not say whether or not the EPA planned to 
appeal the ruling or take it to the Supreme Court, and deferred the decision to the 
Justice Department. The rule has not been updated in nearly 17 years. 

"The legal process is something that Justice will be the decider upon the 

IJttps ;,_..." w.~bsncws cmnlnews'scon-pnult·says-mdushy·>S·necessmy·pal1ner·for-en\'ironmen!al-pro!ectlonl(!i24/20!8 !2 !6 49 P\1) 
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EPA chtefScou Prui«· Industry 1s ne<:esaary pmner ·CBS News 

procedural approach to that," Pruitt said. "But I can tell you this: it's important for New Flre TV App 

this agency to get that rule and get it done." 

"Indeed the EPA itself has acknowledge that 'lead poisoning is the number one 
environmental health threat to children ages 6 and younger, and that the current 
standards are insufficient," the ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit reads. 

Pruitt added that he wanted to "declare a war on lead" and also eradicate lead 
from drinking water within 10 years, primarily through an infrastructure package. 

-) Trump's EPA to ease emission restrictions: AP 

Addressing some controversial staff appointments that have presented a conflict of 
interest, like Nancy Beck-- a former senior director in the American Chemistry 
Council who is now deputy assistant administrator in the office of Chemical Safety 
and Pollution Protection at the EPA-- Pruitt said he rejected the premise that "we 
can't be both about stewardship and also economic development and growth." 

Pruitt has also appointed other staffers who have publicly questioned sound 
scientific data, like Michael Honeycutt, chairman of the EPA's Science Advisory 
Board who once said in an interview that lowering the ozone "might have a 
negative health benefit." Pruitt dismissed his comments. 

"Ozone is something that we most definitely have to regulate," he said. "It's a very 
important thing to regulate." 

© 2018 CBS Interac:rive Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

Share Tweet Reddit 

~H~s EVENING 

Jeff Glor named 
anchor of CBS 
Evening News 
Elllmy-a"vurd winningjoumali::;t has 
('0\-ered tht._• world for CBS N<'WS since 
2007 

Flipboard Email 

POPULAR 

hnps:llwww cbsnews comlnews/scoU·pruitt·says·industry·is-neces~ary·pnrtner·for·enviwnmental-p.-otection/[1124120 18 12: 16·49 PM] 

Episode 4 

Episode 3 

Episode 2 

Episode 1 

Hate Rfsing 

Cyber Soldiers 



1374 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00640 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

58

Expect Environmental BaU!es to Be ·Even More Significant' in 2018 -The New York Times 

CLIMATE 

Expect Environmental Battles to Be 
'Even More Significant' in 2018 

By LISA FRIEDMAN JAN, 5, 2018 

Scott Pruitt, the En1:ironmental Pwtection Agene)· admini,;trator, with coal miners in Sycamore, Pa., la!\tyear. 
l.l,ll 

https:/fwww.nytimes.com/2018/0l/05/climate/trump-environmentw201B.html[l/2412018 12:41:37 PM) 

D 
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Expect Environmental Battles to Be 'Even More Significant' in 2018 ~The New York Times 

Want the latest climate news in your inbax? You can sign up here to receive 
Climate Fwd:, our new email newsletter. 

WASHINGTON- If 2017 was the Trump administration's year of grand 
pronouncements declaring an end to environmental regulations, 2018 will 
be the year of trying to finish what it started. 

Despite President Trump's proclamation in the Rose Garden that~ 
States wm \yilhdraw from tlw Paris climate agrPP111Pnt, the United States is 

still in the Paris agreement. Despite a trip by Scott Pruitt, the head of the 

Environmental Protection Agency, to Kentuck"Y coal country to announce an 
end to the Clean Power Plan ntle curbing coal plant emissions, the Clean 

Power Plan still stands. And a host of other federal regulations, from 
controls on methane emissions to protections for wetlands, remain on the 
books despite executive orders declaring them void. 

The administration opened the new year by proposing to reverse a ban on 
offshore oil and gas drilling in most United States coastal waters. But 

environmentalists and proponents of deregulation alike say they expect 
fewer high-profile announcements over all and more action in the courts, 
where both sides will fight over the future of deregulation. 

"You may not see as many fireworks as there were in the past, but I think it's 
going to be an even more significant year/' predicted Representative Rob 
Bishop, Republican of Utah and the chairman of the House Natural 
Resources Committee. 
Here are some things to look for in 2018: 

The Clean Power Plan isn't dead yet 

Mr. Pruitt put forward a formal plan in October to eliminate the Clean 

Power Plan, the Obama-era regulation restricting emissions from new coal
fired power plants. But analysts say the road to getting rid of the regulation 

is still a long one. 

The public has a chance to weigh in on the effort until Jan. 16. But the E.P.A. 
recently announced tbat new hearings would be held in San Francisco, 
Gillette, Wyo., and Kansas City, Mo. The dates have not been scheduled, but 
the meetings could push back the comment period and by extension 

https://wv.w.nytimes.com/20 18/0 l/05/climate/lrump-environment·20l8.html{l/24/2018 12:41 :37 PM) 
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progress on the full repeal. 

Climate Fwd: 
Sign up for our newsletter to get our latest 
stories about climate change - along with 
answers to your questions and tlps on how to 
help. 

I Enter your email address I ... ':~" .. ~~. J 

D You agree to receive occa.s!onal updates and special 
offers for The New York T1mes's products and serv1ces 

t,',\NAGE EMAIL PREFERENCLS I PRIVACY POL•CY 

OPT OUT OR CONTIICT US ANYTIME 

The agency has indicated it plans to devise a new, narrower version of the 
regulation. Yet so far, all it has done is ask the public for thoughts on what a 

new mle should look like. 

"They're nowhere near the end of the line on the Clean Power Plan," said 
David Doniger, director of the Climate and Clean Energy Program at the 
Natural Resources Defense Council. If the E.P.A. kills the regulation before 

it moves fmward with a replacement, Mr. Doniger said, the agency could be 
vulnerable to lawsuits because under the Clean Air Act it will still be 
obligated to address. carbon dioxide. 

"They have a long way to go to finish their rollback goals," Mr. Doniger said. 
"And when they finish, we will see them in court." 

Scott H. Segal, a lawyer with the firm Bracewell who supports rolling back 
the Clean Power Plan, said replacing the rule - presumably with one that 
merely directs coal plants to enact efficiency measures -would allow 
utilities to plan ahead and would serve "as a bulwark against frivolous 
litigation." 

How far is Pruitt willing to go? 

Mr. Pruitt told coal industry executives in June that he wanted theE P A to 
conduct a "red team-blue team,. debate to raise questions about climate 

science. But there has been no public announcement about such an effort to 
date. 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 18/0 l/0.5fclimate/trump·environment·20 18.html[ 1/24/2018 12:41 ;37 PM} 
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That might not stop a broader inquiry into the legal underpinning of E.P.A. 
climate regulations, a 2009 document known as the endangerment finding. 

The endangerment finding concludes that greenhouse gas emissions pose a 
threat to human health and must be regulated under the Clean Air Act. As 

long as it stands, the E.P.A. will be obligated to address climate change, even 
without the Clean Power Plan. 

Legal experts agree that challenging the endangerment flnding will be an 
uphill battle. But it may be one Mr. Pruitt wants to wage. In several 
interviews last year Mr. Pruitt cast doubt on the document, and hcllliiila\:cl 
pressure from his suppor!t•rs to overturn it. Yet he has avoided declaring 

definitively whether he will do so. 

Climate Change 
Is Complex. 
We've Got 
Answers to Your 
Questions. 
We know. Global \vanning is 
damlting. So here·s a place 
to start: 17 often-asked 
questions with some 
straightforward ans\vers. 

Repealing the Clean Power Plan may force Mr. Pruitt to make a decision one 
way or another by the end of the year. 

Keep an eye on the infrastructure bill 

With a major tax bill out of the way, Mr. Trump has said he hopes to tackle 
infrastructure next. That could ereate an opening for some of the year's 

biggest environmental changes. 

Mr. Bishop said he hoped any infrastructure bill would incorporate changes 
to the Endangered Species Act, which many conservatives argue has been 
used to thwart development. He also wants to overhaul a 1969law that 

https://www.nytimes.com/20 18/01105/climate/trump·enviromnent-20 18.htm1[1124/20 I 8 12:41:37 PM] 
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requires federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of their 

proposed actions. 

"People have realized over and over again how that bill that was supposed to 

be passed so there is local input is being used to stop progress," Mr. Bishop 

said of the law, the National Environmental Policy Act. He has previously 

introduced legislation that would make the endangered species law more 

friendly to landowners and industry. 

"If there is a big infrastructure bill we will try to put those all in a big 

package," Mr. Bishop said. "If not we will try to move them in pieces." 

Christy Goldfuss, who led the White House Council on Environmental 

Quality in the Obama administration, said she expected a bruising battle. 

''The infrastructure fight will be very much set up as a false choice between 

putting people to work and destroying the bedrock environmental laws," she 

said. Efforts to weaken rules on the construction of roads and bridges, she 

said, do not draw attention like debates over climate change. But she 

asserted that undermining fundamental environmental safeguards will do 

long term damage. 

"This is going to be a big fight for the environmental community," she said. 

RELATED COVERAGE 

2017: The Year in Climate c r 

E.P.A. Heads to Coal Country to Hear Views on 
an Obama Climate Rule 

https://W\'fW.nytimes.com/2018/0I/05/climate/trump-environment-2018.html{l/24120l8 12:41:37 PM] 
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How President Trump and the EPA's Scott Pruitt are making America's environment deadly again 

How President Trump and the EPA's 
Scott Pruitt are making America's 
environment deadly again 

By THE TIMES EDITORiAL BOARD 

http://www.latime.'l.com/opinion/editorials/1a·ed~trump.-epa-environment·pruitt-20l70905~story.html[l/24/2018 10:49:53 AM] 
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How President Trump and the EPA's Scott Pruitt are making America's environment deadly again 

President Donald Tmmp shakes hands with EPA Administralor Scl)lt Pruitt in the Rose Garden of the While House in W~shington on June L 

(And«w Ham;k I ""'";ated Pee") DD 
When Donald Trump ran for president, one pledge he made repeatedly was to reduce 

regulations and limit the hurdles businesses face when trying to build, expand or operate 
-including when they affect the environment. You know, pollute. And there is a 
legitimate argument to be made that outdated, ineffective or counterproductive 
regulations should be amended or withdrawn; that's why every presidential candidate 
promises to do just that. But there is absolutely no persuasive argument to be made that 
the federal government should ignore its responsibility to enforce environmental 

regulations. 

http:/ /W\\w .latimes. com/opinion/edltorials/la-ed-trump-epa-environment -pruitt-20 170905-story .html[ 1124/20 18 l 0:49: 53 AM J 
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But that appears to be just what is happening under Environmental Protection Agency 

director Scott Pruitt, whose mzin.e.s.s with the oil-and-gas industry makes him among the 

least-appropriate people in the country to ensure the right balance is struck between 

promoting economic and industrial activity and preserving the environment. Pruitt 

stepped into the national political spotlight when, as attorney general for Oklahoma, he 

sued the EPA at least 14 times. Now he's in charge of it, and he has moved aggressively to 

undo or dismantle core aspects of EPA enforcement. In fact, the Environmental Integrity 

~ reports that the Trump administration collected 6o% less in civil penalties from 

polluters through July 31 than any of the previous three administrations collected over a 

similar time frame. Pruitt has filed only 26 civil actions to resolve violations, 30% fewer 

than the three previous administrations filed on average during the same time period. 

Pruitt also has t.ai:geJ;OO more than 30 rules and regulations for rescission or rollback, 

and, according to the Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility advocacy 

group, has significantly reduced enforcement ofthe Clean Water Act and the Clean Air 

Act - which provided the "most active dockets" under previous administrators. But his 

aim is broad. He overruled his own staff and refused to ban eblorpyrifos, a pesticide that 

mounting scientific evidence suggests can affect development of the brain and nervous 

systems in young children. He drQpp.ed an Obama administration requirement that oil 

and gas drillers collect and report data on emissions. He also tried to freeze an Obama 

rule restricting methane emissions from new oil and gas wells, but a federal appeals mur:t 

held that Pruitt couldn't do so unilaterally and must follow federal regulatory procedures 

a decision that should hearten environmentalists who hope the courts will be the 

firewall against the administration's attack on environmental protections. 

Trump's proposed EPA budget would cut 31% of 
the agency's funding, kill3,200 ofthe agency's 
15,000 jobs, and cut $129 million from federal 
enforcement. 

http:/ AV\VW .latimes.com/opin ion/editoria ls/!a~cdwtrump~epa·environment~pruitt· 20 170905·story .html{ 112 4/20 18 1 0:49:53 AMl 
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And make no mistake -this is an attack. During the campaign, Trump said: 
"Environmental protection, what they do is a disgrace; every week they come out with 
new regulations." His proposed budget, which Pmitt endorses, would cut 31% of the 
agency's funding, kill3,200 of the agency's 15,000 jobs, and cut $129 million from 
federal enforcement and an additional $482 million in aid to states to support their 
enforcement efforts, among other environmental programs. The Republican-led 
Congress told Trump it will not go along with such a devastating budget, but the 
spending plan still evinces how much value Trump places on environmental protection. 
Given the president's abject disinterest in the nuts-and-bolts of policy, Trump's priorities 
are by default set by Pruitt, a man who went to Washington planning to collapse from 
within an agency he had fought so hard from the outside. 

And Pruitt is doing it largely out of sight. Career employees say they rarely interact with 
him, and when they do, note-taking is not allowed, limiting creation of government 
records. Policy decisions - such as they are - are made in consultation with a coterie of 
political appointees and industry representatives, a practice that led several Senate 
Democrats on Thursday to accuse Pruitt of "taking deliberate steps to thwart 
transparency," including taking care not to leave a paper trail of the decision-making 
process. Tellingly, Pruitt moves through the EPA offices with a bodyguard detail, a 
message that he sees himself as treading in enemy territory. Not surprisingly,~ 
1Qlill; and career employees are looking for the exit- which, in fact, helps speed up the 
agency's decline. 

While it's true that any of the other Republican candidates for president last year likely 
would have targeted the EPA for some cuts, it's hard to imagine any of them doing it with 
this level of aggression. Congress has yet to set federal spending levels for the next fiscal 
year, so it's hard to tell what the EPA's budget ultimately will look like. But what is clear 
is that even if Congress appropriates money, Pmitt won't necessarily use it. Congress has 
an oversight role here, and it must ensure that Pruitt, left to his own devices, doesn't 
single-handedly dismantle the nation's strongest force for environmental protection. 

Follow the Opinion section on Twitter @latimesopinion or Facebook 

http://www.lalimes.com/opinion/editorials/la~ed-trump·epa-environment-pruitt-2017090-5-story.html[l/24/2018 10:49:53 AM] 
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Health & Science 

How Scott Pruitt turned 
the EPA into one of 
Trump's most powerful 
tools 
By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin December 31 20"1"7 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... ation-at-epaf2017/12/26/f93d l262-e017-11e7-8679-a9728984779c_story.html?utm_ term=.66l f2f4f67e5[1124/2018 11:37:5 I AM] 
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How Scott Pruitt tumed lhe EPA into one ofTrump's most powerful tools~ The Washington Post 

Scott Pruitt, seen in his office at the Environmental Protection Agency. has spent his 
first year as administrator shrinking the EPA's reach, altering its focus and erasing its 
work to fight climate change. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 

Since 2010, the Environmental Protection Agency has been embroiled in 

an enforcement battle with a Michigan-based company accused of 

modifying the state's largest coal-fired power plant without getting 

federal permits for a projected rise in pollution. 

On Dec. 7, as the Supreme Court was considering whether to hear the 

case, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt issued a memo that single

handedly reversed the agency's position. No longer would the EPA be 

"second-guessing" DTE Energy's emission projections. Rather, it would 

accept the firm's "intent" to manage its pollution without requiring an 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... ation~at-epa/20 17/12!26/f93d 1262-eOJ 7- lle7-8679-a9728984779c_story.hr.m!?utm _tenn=.661 f'lf4ffi7e5[1/24/2018 11:37:51 AM] 



1385 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00651 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

69

How Scott Pruitt turned the EPA into one ofT rump's most po....,ertUI tools· The Washington Post 

enforceable agreement part of President Trump's broader push to 

reduce the "burden" on companies, he wrote. 

The little-noticed episode offers a glimpse into how Pruitt has spent his 

first year running the EPA. In legal maneuvers and executive actions, in 

public speeches and closed-door meetings with industry groups, he has 

moved to shrink the agency's reach, alter its focus, and pause or reverse 

numerous environmental rules. TI1e effect has been to steer the EPA in 

the direction sought by those being regulated. 

Along the way, Pruitt has begun to dismantle former president Barack 

Obama's environmental legacy, halting the agency's efforts to combat 

climate change and to shift the nation away from its reliance on fossil 

fuels. 

Such aggressiveness on issues from coal waste to vehicle emissions has 

made Pruitt one of Trump's most high-profile and consequential Cabinet 

members. It also has made him one of the most controversial. 

Critics describe his short tenure as an assault on the agency's mission, 

its science and its employees. 

Scott Pruitt speaks in the 
Room of the- VJh1te 

Martinez 
~·onslva•s';1 ss,DC•RI0cl Press') 

"We've spent 40 years putting 

together an apparatus to protect 

public health and the 

environment from a lot of 

different pollutants," said 

William Ruckelshaus, the EPA's 

first administrator, who led the 

agency under Richard M. Nixon 

and Ronald Reagan. "He's 

pulling that whole apparatus 

https:r/...,·ww.was:hingtonpost.com/ ... ation-at-epa/20 17!12/26/f93d 1262-eO! 7-lle7-8679-a9728984779c_story.html?utrn.Jenn=.661 f2f4107e5[ i/24120 18 II :37:51 AM] 



1386 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00652 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

70

How Scott Pruitt turned the EPA into one ofTrump's most powerful tools~ The Washington Post 

down." 

Yet, allies praise Pruitt for returning more power to individual states 

while scaling back what they see as the previous administration's 

regulatory excesses. 

"It is a stark change, the way they solicit input from the industry that 

they're seeking to regulate," said Karen Harbert, president of the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce's Global Energy Institute, who welcomes the 

shift. 

In an interview, Pruitt said a priority during his first 10 months in office 

has been listening to "stakeholders that actually live under the 

regulations that we adopt .... I don't understand how that's not what I 

should be doing." 

Already, some people are speculating about what his future holds. 

As Oklahoma attorney general, Pruitt was widely viewed as a potential 

gubernatorial candidate there. Since he joined the Trump 

administration, rumors have swirled about whether he might pursue a 

Senate seat. He regularly heads to the White House mess for lunch, 

which provides more opportunities to run into key presidential aides. 

Privately, he has mused about whether he could occupy other Cabinet 

spots, according to individuals who spoke on the condition of anonymity 

to discuss confidential conversations. 

The man who spent years railing against the long reach of the federal 

government now seems determined to make his mark in Washington. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/ ... ation-at-epa/20 17/12J26/f93d l262~e017-11e 7-8679-a9728984779c_story.html?utm _tcrm=.66l f2f~f67e5[l/24/20J 8 II :37:51 AM] 
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Pruitt, 49, stands on the opposite end of the political spectrum from his 

immediate predecessor, Gina McCarthy, but the two share something in 

common: a willingness to use the agency's broad executive authority to 

act unilaterally. 

"Vested in the administrator is this incredible power and this incredible 

regulatory reach," said Ken Cook, president of the advocacy organization 

Environmental Working Group. "When there's someone on the inside 

willing to unlock the door and let these special interests in, they can do 

tremendous damage to the environmental rule oflaw." 

From the moment Pruitt arrived at the agency in February, he began 

using his levers of power to halt existing regulations and shift the 

https://\vww.washingfonpost.com/ ... ation-aH:pa/20 I 7/l2/26/1"93d 1262-eO! 7-11 e?-8679-[19728984 779c_story.htm!?utm _term=.66 I f2f4f67e5[1/24/20 I 8 II :37:51 AM] 
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bureaucracy. 

"The administrator has been effective and very decisive on a number of 

issues [where] he can do things with the stroke of a pen," said Jeffrey 

Holmstead, a former top EPA official under George W. Bush and now a 

partner at the law and lobbying firm Bracewell. "He came in with a list of 

targets he needed to deal with, and he's been very decisive on saying, 

'Here's what we need to do.'" 

Within days of taking office, Pruitt canceled the EPA's request that 

nearly 2o,ooo oil and gas companies gauge their emission:. or metha1w, 

a potent greenhouse gas. The following month, he withdrew a proposed 

ban on a commonly used pesticide, chlorpyrifos, that the EPA's own 

scientists had argued posed risks to human health. 

Last month, the EPA issued a guidance document outlining how it would 

implement a bipartisan 2016law that for the first time requires the 

agency to rule on a new chemical's potential risks before allowing it on 

the market. Instead of including "reasonably foreseeable uses," the 

document states, the agency will now consider only the "intended" 

conditions of use submitted by the manufacturer a significant and 

contentious change. 

Three of the bill's Democratic authors say the interpretation defies the 

law's intent. But it is precisely the approach pushed by the American 

Chemistry Council. 

https:J/www.washingtonpost.com/ ... ation·at-epa/20 17/12126itt)3d 1 262-c017-llc 7-8679-a9728984779c _stnry.htm!?utm_ tenn=.66 I 121Lif67e5[ !/24!2018 11 :37:5! A tvlj 
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The EPA chief traveled to Sycamore, Pa .. in April to 
talk with coal miners at the Harvey Mine. The site, 
owned by CNX Coal Resources, is part of the largest 
U S underground mining complex. (Justin 
MernmaniGetty Images) 

President Trump tours the American Center of Mobility 
in Ypsilanti Township, Mich., in March. Pruitt, far left. 
was the only Cabinet member on the visit (Evan 
Vucci/Associated Press) 

Despite his scant experience running environmental programs, Pruitt 

sued the Obama EPA 14 times as Oklahoma attorney general and 

challenged the agency's authority to regulate toxic mercury pollution, 

smog, carbon emissions from power plants and the quality of wetlands 

and other waters. 

"All that suing he did for years steeped him in the knowledge of the 

agency and how it works," Ruckelshaus noted. 

That doesn't mean Pruitt has prevailed on all fronts this year. In July, a 

federal appeals court vacated the agen(.y's attempt to delay a rule 

limiting methane and other pollutants from oil and gas operations. The 

next month, after Democratic attorneys general and public health 

groups went to court, the EPA reversed its decision to delay 

implementing an Obama-era rule requiring more stringent air quality 

standards. 

And on Wednesday, a separate federal appeals court in California 

ordered the agency to quickly issue new standards to protect children 

from lead io paint- rejecting the Trump administration's position that 

llttps://www. washingtonpost.com/".ation-at-epa/20 17/12/16/f93d 1262-e017-ll e7-8679-a9728984779c_story.html?utm _term=.661 f2f4ffi7e5{1!24!2018 11 :37:51 AM) 
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a new rule on acceptable levels of exposure could take six years. 

David Rivkin, a partner at Baker Hostetler and one of the 

administrator's informal advisers, said Pruitt remains acutely aware of 

the gantlet he faces. "I cannot think of any administrator who paid so 

much attention to creating rules that are legally defensible," Rivkin said. 

Pruitt says he has set ahout "revitalizing" the agency and focusing on 

areas, such as the Superfund cleanup program, that were "dormant" in 

past administrations. He seems confident that he will succeed in 

reshaping the EPA as he and Trump envision, despite environmental 

advocates vowing to battle him at every tnrn. 

''I'm pretty sanguine about onr ability to defend our actions here at the 

agency, so long as we do things timely and within the text of the statute," 

he said. "The problem the agency had historically is when [officials] have 

not done things in the time frame they were supposed to do something. 

That's invited lawsuits that then allow others to set the priorities." 

https:/iwww,washingtonpost.corn/ ... ation-at-cpa/20 l7/l2/26/f93d 1262-eO 17· J le7-8679-a9728984779c_stOt)1.html?utm_tenn=.661 f2f4 f67e5[ l/24/20 18 11 :37:51 A MJ 
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A giant puppet depicting Pruitt is carried by demonstrators during the People's Climate 
March in Washington in April. (Mike Theiler/Reuters) 

From his wood-paneled office complex on the third floor of the EPA's 

headquarters, Pruitt operates in a cocoon of sorts. 

He is accompanied 24/7 by a security detail- a setup that has tripled 

past staffing requirements. He has installed biometric locks on his office 

doors, as well as a $25,000 soundproof booth from which he can make 

secure calls to the White House. And he has shied away from using email 

at the EPA, which would be subject to open records laws, preferring 

instead to communicate by phone or in face-to-face meetings. 

While he has met with scores of industry executives, trade groups, 

farmers and ranchers, spoken to conservative political organizations and 

shuttled back and forth to the White House, Pruitt's calendars show 

limited contact with the EPA's own career staff. He has visited 30 states, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/. .. ation-at-epal20l7112/26/f93d 1262-e017- II e7-8679-a9728984779c_story.html?utm_term=.661 f2f4ffi7e5[1/24nOI8 II :37:51 AM] 



1392 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00658 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.1

76

llow Scott Pruitt turned the EPA mto one ofTrump"s mo~t powerful tools- The Washington Post 

by his count, but has yet to visit any of EPA's 10 regional offices. 

The EPA routinely refuses to release details about where Pruitt will be 

any given day, citing security concerns. So as he travels the country and 

sometimes the world, his appearances often come as a surprise to the 

media and the public. 

Despite Pruitt's claims that his door is open, advocacy groups such as 

the Sierra Club and Environmental Working Group have not bothered to 

request meetings. But when Earthjustice asked to attend a May session 

with state officials about how EPA planned to give them more authority 

over storing toxic coal ash, the agency refused. It also denied access to a 

247-page guidance document it was drafting. 

Other organizations have come up against similar walls. In response to a 

Freedom of Information Act request from a public watchdog group, 

government lawyers said Pruitt's Superfund Task Force took no minutes 

of its meetings. On one of the administrator's top priorities, the task 

force apparently produced just one document- a list of final 

recommendations. 

The paradigm shift at EPA has been dominated so far by a handful of 

political aides and trusted advisers, led by agency chief of staff Ryan 

Jackson, who didn't require confirmation. The Senate only recently 

confirmed several of the agency's top deputies. 

"It doesn't take a big staff to delay things and provide almost no 

reasoning," said Georgetown University law professor Lisa 

Heinzerling, who served as the EPA's associate administrator for the 

Office of Policy between July 2009 and December 2010. But she 

cautioned that Pruitt eventually will have to provide more detailed legal 

justifications for his own regulatory proposals. "That's where it's going 

https:i/www.washingtonpost com/ ... ation·at-cpa/20 l7/12/26/f93d 1262-eO 17-lle7-8679-a9728984779c _story.html?utm _tenn=.661 f2f4f6 7c5[ 1/24/2018 11 :37:51 A~] 
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to get trickier." 

https:!/www. wasbingtonpost.com! ... ation-at--epa!20 17/l2/26/f93d 1262-cO 17-1 le7-8679-a9728984 779c~story.htm!?utm _tenn=.661 f2Hf67e5f1/24/2018 II :37:51 AM] 
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Legal fights aside, Pruitt is making a more fundamental push to alter the 

agency's composition and mind-set. Too often in recent years, he said, 

the agency has come at issues in terms of "prohibition"- "It was to put 

up fences. It was to keep fossil fuels in the ground, as an example." By 

contrast, he sees his role as allowing the country to responsibly tap its 

natural resources. 

"He understands the culture of the agency as part of the problem," said 

former Virginia attorney general Ken Cuccinelli, who joined Pruitt in 

suing the Obama administration. Some EPA staff "believe they have 

been anointed by God" to pursue a specific agenda, he said. 

To that end, Pruitt has moved aggressively to shrink the agency. More 

than 700 people have left, several hundred through buyouts this 

summer. With them have gone decades of scientific expertise. The EPA 

now has about 14,400 staff members- fewer than at any time since the 

final year of the Reagan administration. The exodus has dampened 

morale, numerous current and former career staffers say. 

At the same time, Pruitt has owrhauled the EPA's scientific advisory 

boards, getting rid of numerous academic researchers in favor of experts 

from regulated industries and conservative states. 

The EPA's leader argues that he is trying to make it more efficient, to 

create "almost a franchise model" where regional offices around the 

country would act with more uniformity. He recruited a former top 

Arizona environmental official to create metrics for the agency's 

performance. 

What Pruitt describes as efficiency, his critics see as undermining the 

EPA's ability to fulfill its mission. But friends and foes alike agree that he 

has been straightforward about his intentions. 

https://www.\vashingtonpost.com/ ... at!on-at-cpa/20 17 /l2/26/f93d 1262-cO 17-11 e7-86 79-a9728984779c_story .htm\?utm_tenn=.661 f2f4 f67e5[1/24/20 18 II :37:51 AMJ 
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Em·ironmental group Trout Unlimited's president, Chris Wood, met 

with the administrator early on. The two spoke cordially about cleaning 

up abandoned mines, but the reception "was a lot chillier" when Wood 

suggested maintaining Obama-era policies to protect seasonal streams 

and block a proposed gold mine near Alaska's Bristol Bay. 

"It was an incredibly honest meeting," Wood recalled. "He didn't 

pretend he was going to be Theodore Roosevelt." 

Both at home and abroad, Pruitt is proving to be anything but a typical 

EPA head. 

While he successfully lobbied Trump to exit the 2015 Paris climate 

accord, leaving the United States as the only nation in the world to reject 

it, Pruitt has shown an interest in raising his profile beyond U.S. 

borders. 

In June, he took seven political aides to Rome before attending a 

summit of G-7 environment ministers in Bologna, Italy. Their first stop 

featured not just a meet-and-greet with business executives but two days 

of papal visits, including a private tour ofthe Vatican and St. Peter's 

Basilica. 

This month, he and an entourage of aides traveled to Morocco at a price 

tag of roughly $40,000. Pruitt met with the country's foreign minister, 

talked about solid waste and toured a solar energy installation. But he 

also spent time touting the advantages of U.S. natural gas exports. 

It was an extraordinary occurrence: the leader of the EPA, in a foreign 

land, serving as one of the most outspoken salesmen for the nation's 

fossil fuel industry. 

Read more: 

https:!!www.washingtonpostcomi ... ~tion-at-epa/20 l7/l2/26/f93d I 262-eOJ 7-11 ~ 7-8679-a9728984779c _story.html ?utm _tenn----.66 I f2f4lb 7e5jll24120 18 II :37:5 I AM] 
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WALL STREET JOURNi\L 

Scott Pruitt Aims to Accelerate His Efforts to Remake the EPA 

The skeptic of climate science wants to speed up permitting, repeal Obama rule on power-plant 
emissions 

By Eli Stokols and Timothy Puko 

Updated Jan. 17,2018 3:43p.m. ET 

WASHINGTON-Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt plans to use his second 
year on the job to accelerate efforts to remake the agency, saying he wants to speed its permitting 
processes and transform a culture he says is bureaucratic. 

In an interview with The Wall Street Journal, Mr. Pruitt outlined the changes he is looking to 
make in year two: repealing and rewriting Obama~era rules for power plant emissions, speeding 
up the EPA's permit review process, implementing weekly performance assessments across the 
agency and fostering a public debate about climate change. 

Mr. Pruitt has long questioned the scientific consensus that human activities are a significant 
factor in rising global temperatures and severe weather, and pose a potential existential threat to 
life on Earth in decades to come. 

Discussing his plans for the year, Mr. Pruitt emphasized the importance of moving quickly. 
''There's tremendous opportunity to show really significant results to the American people in a 
really short time frame,'' Mr. Pruitt said. 

In his first year on the job, the former Oklahoma attorney general swiftly repealed several of 
former President Barack Obama's signature policies and encouraged President Donald Trump to 
pursue a withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement. Mr. Trump announced his intention to 
exit from the agreement in June. 

Mr. Pruitt has memorialized the moment in his office with a framed photo of the two of them in 
the Rose Garden and the president's autograph on Mr. Pruitt's prepared remarks, ''Scott-Great 
Job!" 
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Going fOrward, Mr. Pruitt wants to use metrics to measure the weekly performance of every EPA 

office and wants final permit decisions completed within six months. He already has a 

multicolored pyramid diagram outlining his plan to streamline the agency's bureaucracy and 

organizational workflow. 

''That's the thing that's been so striking to me as I've come into this position ... isjust the lack of 

focus and lack of energy and lack of commitment to actually get results,'' said Mr. Pruitt, 

speaking during a 30-minute interview in his wood-paneled office this week. "We have permits 

that literally are sitting on a shelf, and just sitting there because there's just no attention, no 

leadership, no direction. It's that simple." 

Some of Mr. Pruitt's policies, and his criticism of the agency as bureaucratic and hidebound, 

have turned off some career employees, including many scientists at the EPA. The agency saw 

700 staffers depart last year. 

The agency's work force is about 4.1% smaller than at the end of20 16, putting it among 

executive departments and agencies with the biggest declines, according to data from the Office 

of Personnel Management. 

"At the same time [Mr. Pruitt] is making these comments, he's basically doing everything he can 

to gut the agency of quality personnel,'' said John O'Grady, president of the American 

Federation of Government Employees Council238, which represents EPA workers. "They are 

basically going to break government and then somehow declare victory." 

Mr. O'Grady pointed to Mr. Pruitt's sometimes antagonistic position towards agency scientists, 

saying it would be difficult for the agency to finish research, write policies and grant permits 

1nore quickly if the staff and resources keep shrinking. The Trump administration has threatened 

budget cuts, and departures have brought staff to about 14,000 workers, their lowest point in 

more than 30 years and down 9% from 2015. 

Mr. Pruitt said he inherited an agency that employs hundreds of scientists and nevertheless 

contracts out some of its research. 

The EPA chief also said he believes the agency exceeded its legal mandate under President 

Barack Obama in creating new rules for power plants in the name of slowing the pace of climate 
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change. "This agency for years has speculated about harm that may be happening toO years from 
now as opposed to what's right in their own backyard," said Mr. Pruitt. 

In 2018, he said he plans to focus on cleaning up toxic sites in the Superfund program and with 
what he calls ·'the war on lead.'' 

''I really believe that we can eradicate lead from our drinking supply within a decade. We just 
have to get serious about it,'' Mr. Pruitt said. "We haven't been focused and urgent about the 
things that matter and can impact people's health today, and we need to do that." 

''EveT)'thing the agency docs is to protect public health and the public from future risks," said 
Gina McCarthy, a former EPA administrator during the Obama administration. "You don't stop 
smoking because it kills you when you smoke the cigarette; it's because it kills you later. It's the 
same argument with climate change. You take action today to protect health today and in the 
future." 

Ms. McCarthy, who now teaches at the Harvard School of Public Health, said Mr. Pruitt's 
statement that the effects of climate change won't be felt for decades "rings extremely hollow~· 
after a year in which the federal government spent $306 billion responding to extreme weather 
events. "Anyone suggesting that climate change isn't happening or damaging us today is not 
keeping their eyes open," she said. 

Asked if his urgency has anything to do with future plans to leave, Mr. Pruitt played down a 
recent report by Politico suggesting he is angling to succeed Attorney General Jeff Sessions, but 
he didn't fully rule anything out."! thoroughly, thoroughly enjoy what I'm doing," he said. 
''What does it say in scripture? ·Whatever your hand finds to do. do it with all your might.' And 
that's what rm doing." 
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Scott Pruitt's Crimes Against Nature 
Trump's EPA chief is gutting the agency, defunding science and serving the fossil-fuel industry 

By JEFF GOODELL :+; 

Hlusttntion by Sean 1\'icGnbn. 
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Scott Pruitt, the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, wants you to know that 

he was responsible for persuading President Trump to pull out of the Paris climate agreement. 

Pruitt has never said that explicitly, of course - he understands that if he wants to keep his job, he 

needs to pretend that the decision was Trump's alone. But Pruitt did everything he could to 

telegraph to the world that he thought Paris was a bad deal for America, and urged Big Coal 

executives to make their views known to the president as well. Trump, who has dismissed 

climate change as a hoax perpetrated by the Chinese, was lobbied equally hard by major 

business leaders and some of his own ad\isers, including his daughter lvanka and Secretary of 

State Rex Tillerson, to stay in the agreement. But Pruitt, aligned with White House chief strategist 

and populist provocateur Steve Bannon, won the fight. And when Trump announced the decision 

to withdraw from Paris in the White House Rose Garden on ,June 1st, Pruitt was the only Cabinet 

official who spoke at the c.eremony. "We owe no apologies to other nations for our environmental 

stewardship," Pruitt said in a strikingly defiant tone. 

r\DVERliSCMf:.NT 

In the following days, Pruitt was all over the media, taking bows on Fox News and sparring with 

.Jake Tapper and .Joe Scarborough. He argued that the agreement would slow the U.S. ec.onomy 

by hindering America's God-given right to mine, export and burn fossil fuels, even suggesting the 

agreement was part of a plot by European leaders to weaken America. "The reason European 

leaders ... want us to stay in is because they know it will continue to shackle our economy," he 

said on CNBC. At one press conference, he claimed that so,ooo new coal jobs had been created by 

the Trump administration since the beginning of the year- a fake fact he retllsed to correct. 

(There are only about 51,000 miners in the entire coal industry; according to the Federal Bureau 

of Labor Statistics, about 1,000 new jobs have been created in the coal industry this year as of 

,June.) 

Pruitt also dodged questions about whether he and the president actually believe that climate 

change is a hoax. "All the discussions that we had through the last several weeks have been 
focused on one singular issue," Pruitt said. "Is Paris good or not for this country?" It didn't matter 

that solar and wind energy are creating American jobs at a rate 12 times faster than the rest of the 

economy, or that 61 percent of Americans disagreed with the decision to pull out of Paris, because 

Pruitt was not talking to America. "He wanted all his pals in the fossil-fuel industly to know, 'Hey, 

I did this for you. I got this done. I'm the man,'., says Jeremy Symons, associate vice president of 

climate political affairs at the Environmental Defense Fnnd. "11lis was Scott Pruitt's \·ictory lap." 
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RELATED 

Trump's EPA Pick Is the Fossil-Fuel Industry's Con Man 

These Georgia Republican Campaign Ads Are Somehow Not Fake 

While the rest of the Trump administration has been mired in scandal or incompetence (or both), 

and the media has been distracted by the Republican health care debacle and daily revelations 

about the Trump family's im·olvcmcnt with the Russians, Pruitt has been quietly tearing clown 

decades of environmental progress. "If there was ever an example of the fox guarding the 

henhouse, this is it," says Michael Mann, a noted climate scientist at Penn State Unh·ersily. ··we 
have a Koch-brothers-connected industry shill who is now in charge of climate and environmental 
policy for the entire country.·· 

The mission statement of the EPA is simple: "to protect human health and the environment." It 

says nothing about promoting economic development or energy security or the glory of fossil 

fuels. But Pruitt has already carried out an impressive list of corporate favors: He rejected the 

advice of EPA scientists and approved the use of millions of pounds of a toxic pesticide that 

causes neurological damage in children; in a gift to Big Coal, he delayed tougher ozone air

pollution rules; he plotted to kill Obama's signature climate accomplishment, the Clean Power 

Plan, designed to put America on track to cut greenhouse-gas emissions by 32 percent by 2030; 

he rescinded the Clean Water Rule, allowing countless streams and rivers to be exempted from 

pollution controls; he undermined regulations on the release of mercury, a potent neurotoxin, 

from power plants and other sources; and he submitted a budget that would wipe out more than a 

third ofthe funding t()r the agency, induding cutting money for scientit1c research in half. 
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"Scott Pruitt is not secretary of commerce," says a former top Obama administration oftlcial. "His 
job is not to protect the fossil-fuel industry. It's to make difficult decisions, based on science and 
risk-reward analysis, that protect the environment and the health of the American people. And 
he's not doing that." Sen. Al Franken of Minnesota, who opposed Pruitt's confirmation, says that 
having a guy like Pruitt in charge of the EPA is evidence of the "dangerous, bizarro world we now 
live in." 

ADVF:RTISEMENT 

In the past, EPA administrators have understood their role as the tough cop on the beat. "You say 
yes to things that protect public health and the environment while growing the economy," 
explains Gina McCarthy, EPA administrator during Obama's second term. "But it's often about 
saying no- 'No, you can't dump that pollutant into the river. No, you can't run that coal plant 
without a scrubber.'" The EPA is an enormous agency, with ten regional oftlces and 15,000 
employees around the country; only about So of them are political appointees. The rest are civil 
servants, many of whom joined the agency because they believe deeply in its mission. The 
administrator, as a member ofthe president's Cabinet, reflects the political priorities ofthe 
administration: Anne Gorsuch, who was appointed by Ronald Reagan in the 1980s (and was the 
mother of Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch), is remembered for her anti-regulatory zeal; Gina 
McCarthy is best known for her role in shaping climate policy. But the job has never been a 
launchpad for political ambition. In fact, no administrator in the 47-year history of the agency has 
ever gone on to higher office. 

Pruitt may be different. After only six months running the EPA, he has elevated the power and 
influence of the job to a new level, inspiring speculation within the Beltway that he sees the 
position as a steppingstone to bigger things. Given Pruitt's unabashedly pro-fossil-fuel agenda, it 
helps that he's working for a president who generates such chaos that worrying about ozone levels 
in the air we breathe seems like a quaint concern. Pruitt also has the support of White House 
advisers like Bannon, who famously vowed to fight every day for "the deconstruction of the 
administrative state." But now Pruitt's political ambitions "ill be measured against the future 
prospects of the planet and the health and welfare of the people who live on it. "The 
appointment of Scott Pruitt as EPA administrator is as serious a threat to our environment as 
we've ever faced," says Michael Brune, executive director of the Sierra Club. ''Pruitt's entire career 
represents the exact opposite of the EPA's mission, which is to protect us from the reckless 
polluters and the disastrous consequences of climate change.'' 
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EPA headquarters is only a few blocl<s from the vVhitc House, in a grand building with a 

curved stone facade that now overlooks, of all things, the Trump International Hotel. After a 

contentious SC\'en-hour confirmation hearing in early February, Pruitt took his seat in the 

administrator's wood-paneled office on the third floor and immediately got to work. In interviews 

with conservative media, he touted a "hack to basics" approach at the EPA, which \Vas Pruitt's way 

of saying he was going to gut Obama's progressive environmental legacy and give polluters a free 

pass. "He's not just going after dimate, he's going after all the rules," McCarihy says. "Air, water, 

chemical safety. He's not going back to hasics, nnlcss the basics mean the 1960s." 
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To help with his cause, Pruitt brought in a team of experienced EPA-bashers and climate-change 

obstructionists, many of whom have worked for Oklahoma Sen. ,James Inhofe, the most notorious 

and flamboyant climate denier in Congress. (Inhofe once brought a snowball to the Senate floor 

as evidence that global warming isn't real.) Pruitt's favored pick for deputy administrator, Andrew 

Wheeler, worked for Inhofe early in his career, then became a lobbyist for coal magnate Bob 

Murray, among others. Ryan ,Jackson, Pruitt's chief of staff, was formerly Inhofe's chief of staff. 

"He brought in the climate-denial all-stars," says Frank O'Donnell, head of Clean Air Watch, a 

climate and anti-pollution advocacy group in Washington, D.C. 

Many of the career staffers looked on in shock and disbelief. "Most people who work at the EPA 

do it because they believe in the mission of the agency," says one EPA manager, who insists on 

anonymity like nearly everyone I talked to at the agency. "The people Pruitt brought in made it 

clear they had no interest in pursuing that mission." Within the first week, Pruitt alienated many 

of the rank and file with an uninspiring introductory speech about the importance of civility and 

how "regulators exist to give certainty to those that they regulate." He did not say a word about 

public health or the environment. That same week, at the Conservative Political Action 

Conference, he said that those who want to eliminate the EPA are "justified" in their beliefs. "I 

think people across the country look at the EPA the way they look at the IRS," Pruitt said. As one 

EPA staffer commented later, "Could he have been more insulting?" 

riDVf"RT!SEM[NT 

Previous EPA administrators spent their first months meeting v.-ith environmental groups, public

health organizations and industry. "We wanted to meet with as many stakeholders as possible," 

says Matt Fritz, McCarthy's chief of staff. "We thought engaging in dialogue with these folks 

would help us gain a range of perspectives on the issues and challenges facing the country and the 

world, frankly." In Pruitt's first months, he met with almost no one from public-health or 

environmental groups. But for the fossil-fuel industry, he was wide open. One month after taking 
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office, he hosted BP's U.S. chairman at his office. The next day, he met with two top executives 

from Chevron Corporation to discuss regulatory reform. The day after that, he spent two hours 

mingling with 45 CEOs from oil-and-gas companies at Trump's D.C. hoteL On March 9th, Lynn 

Good, chief executive of the utility giant Duke Energy, got 45 minutes with Pruitt to discuss 

"policy priorities." On March 28th and 29th, Pruitt had a pair of 30-minute meetings v.>ith Bob 

Murray, the coal baron and Trump confidant whom HBO's John Oliver recently called "a geriatric 

Dr. Evil" in a segment about a 2007 collapse at a Murray Energy-owned mine in Utah that killed 

nine people. 

Some events seemed orchestrated to demoralize the agency's staff. Trump invited coal miners 

into the Rachel Carson Room to witness the dismantling of Obama's Clean Power Plan. "Inviting 

the miners to come over to the EPA for the signing was such an invasion," one EPA staffer says, 

noting the rollback took place in the very room where McCarthy had signed the Clean Power Plan. 

"They knew exactly what they were doing- it was staged to be totally in-your-face." Posters of 

Pruitt shaking hands with miners now adorn the halls of the agency. 

In May, Trump's budget director, Mick Mulvaney, who openly mocks funding for climate science, 

released the White House's 2018 budget proposal. It aims to cut EPA funds from $8.2 billion to 

$5.7 billion- the 31 percent reduction would be the largest of any federal agency. Climate science 

is a big target: The program for reporting on greenhouse-gas emissions would be zeroed out, and 

the office responsible for drafting climate regulations would see its funds cut by nearly 70 

percent. Even programs Pruitt says he supports, such as Superfund, which cleans up land 

contaminated by toxic waste, would be whacked by 30 percent. Pruitt, who developed the budget 

in consultation with Mulvaney, argued that states would pick up the slack, but then failed to point 

out that the budget also cuts a set of state grants by 45 percent. "This wasn't just penny

squeezing," one EPA staffer tells me. "It was just a giant fuck you to our mission." 

i\DVI::R r!SEMt:N r 
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As long as the House and Senate remain in Republican control, Pruitt has few checks on his 

power. And that includes the press, too. Except for his victory lap after Paris, he mostly avoids 
mainstream media. (Pruitt's office refused numerous requests to interview him for this story.) 

And despite his often-professed belief in "the rule oflaw," he has steadfastly resisted and evaded 

Freedom of Information Act requests for e-mail records and other public documents. He's so 

good at operating in the shadows, in fact, that he was recently given the Golden Padlock Award by 

investigative journalists, which recognizes the most secretive publicly funded person or agency in 

the United States. 

Even within the agency, Pruitt remains an almost invisible presence. Of the dozens of agency 

staffers I talked to, only two had spoken to him directly, and none had received an e-mail from 

him. "He spends plenty of time traveling around the country and meeting with industry folks, but 

he's completely uninterested in building any relationship or trust with the people who actually 

work here," one staffer says. There's also a new level of secrecy and paranoia within the agency. 

Unlike previous administrators, Pruitt has round-the-clock Secret Service protection, and has 

prohibited people from bringing phones into sensitive meetings out of fear that what he says may 

be surreptitiously recorded. "It's been six months," another EPA staffer says, "and people are still 

crying at their desks." 
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If you had to guess what Pruitt did for a living just by shaking his hand, you might guess tax 

accountant or school-board president. He is 49, balding a little on top, and stout. Outside the 
office, he dresses conservatively in khakis and plaid shirts or fleeces, and is unfailingly polite, 

remembering your name even if he has met you just once, and offering to get you a cup of coffee if 

he's getting one for himself. Pmitt and his wife, Marlyn, have two college-age kids, and back 

home in Oklahoma attend services at First Baptist Church in the town of Broken Arrow, where 

Pruitt is a deacon. Nick Garland, the head pastor, knows Pruitt well and says he displays "a 
tremendous amount of Christian character." 

Pruitt was born in Danville, Kentucky, a small town about an hour south of Lexington, where his 

father ran steakhouses. The oldest of three kids in a devout Baptist family, Pruitt grew up 

listening to Ronnie Milsap, attending church and playing baseball (second base). He earned an 

athletic scholarship to the University of Kentucky, where he met his future wife. As one of his 

roommates recalled, he "definitely wasn't a guy that went out and screwed around much." One of 

his teammates called him "the possum," although it's unclear if the nickname referred to his 
night-creature-like eyes or his crafty nature. 

Pruitt eventually transferred to Georgetown College, a small Baptist school nearby, and then 

moved to Oklahoma to attend the University of Tulsa's law school. For most of the 2oth century, 

Tulsa was known as the "oil capital of the world." Until the 1930s, Oklahoma was tied with 

California as the largest oil-producing state in the country (it's now the sixth-largest oil producer 

in tl1e nation). Fossil-fuel pride mns deep here: The Golden Driller, a 75-fooHall statue of an oil 

worker, adorns the fairgrounds, and the big houses on the city's rolling hills are a legacy of the 
black gold that came gushing out of the ground. 
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Pruitt's first job out of law school was at a small legal practice he founded in Tulsa- Christian 

Legal Services- that focused on religious-liberty cases. In 1998, as President Clinton's 

impeachment melodrama riled up the religions right, Pruitt ran for state Senate as a 30-year-old 

God-fearing Christian and won easily. In office, he introduced legislation requiring a pregnant 

woman to notify the father before getting an abortion and was one of only four senators to vote 

against an early-childhood-development hill targeted at helping low-income, at-risk children. 

But on the campaign trail, Pruitt didn't possess much charm. In 2001, he got trounced in a special 

election for the U.S. Honse of Representatives. In 2006, he gave up his seat in the state Senate to 

run for lieutenant governor and lost the Republican nomination. He spent the next few years 

licking his wounds and building a network among the state's upper ernst as co-owner ofthe 

Oklahoma City RedHawks, a Triple-A baseball team. "It was always clear that Scott had big 

political aspirations," former Oklahoma Gov. David Walters tells me. "But after losing twice, it 
looked like he had run too much and was out ofthe game." 

MWERflSE'MFNT 

V\'hcn I ask what changed, Walters replies, "The money." 

In 2010, the Supreme Court's Citizens United decision allowed virtually unlimited giving from 

corporations to political action committees. Big players like Koch Industries could now rain 

millions of dollars on candidates who supported their anti-government, anti-climate-change 

agenda. That same year, Pruitt decided to run for Oklahoma attorney general. As a politician, he 

was born-again. Instead of speaking about the evils of abortion, he talked about the limits of 

federal powers and the rule of law, code words for loosening regulations on polluters. And, of 

course, he trashed Obama whenever he had the chance. "In that race, Pruitt made Obama the big 

issue," says Drew Edmondson, then the incumbent Oklahoma attorney general. "It was an 

explicitly anti-Obama campaign." 
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Pruitt amassed a $950,000 war chest, almost twice as much as his Democratic opponent, who, 

among other things, refused to take money from Oklahoma's powerful chicken industry. Pruitt 

took $62,000 from people connected 'Aith it, and shortly after he was elected- by a large margin 

- he dropped a lawsuit against several major chicken producers for dumping poultry waste into 

the Illinois River. 

As attorney general, Pruitt spent most of his time suing the federal government. In the 14 lawsuits 

he filed against the EPA, Pruitt attempted to stop rules limiting the amount of smog that drifts 

across state borders; block a new standard on pollution from mercury, claiming "the record does 

not support the EPA's findings that mercury ... pose[s] public health hazards.'; and stall a plan for 

reducing air pollution in national parks. Most of these lawsuits were tossed out, but some were 

effective in clogging up the courts, buying industry a few more years to pollute. Of course, Pruitt 

couched it all in high-minded rhetoric about the American way: "Our battles against the EPA," 

Pruitt wrote in a 2011 editorial for The Oklahoman, "are about our right as a state to control our 

0\\'11 destiny and resist attempts by the administration to ramrod a wish list of regulations 

through agency heads instead of garnering approval from Congress.'· 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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For Pruitt, bashing the Feds turned out to be good business. His staff expanded, the budget grew 
and he moved into swankier oftlec space. Lori Shellman, who worked as a legal secretary under 
Pruitt for two years, told an Oklahonw newspaper that employees were shocked when Pruitt 
began to pray before staff meetings. "When you work for a state agency, it's something that you 
arc not used to," Sheltman said. Former Gov. Walters recalls seeing Pruitt at a Rotary Club 
meeting in Oklahoma City the year after he was elected. "His talk was all about Obama and suing 
the federal government. He did not mention a single thing about what he was doing for 
Oklahoma, or how he was protecting the people of the state. I was horrified. Then the guy sitting 
next to me turns to me and says, 'Isn't this guy wonderful?'" 
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During Pruitt's watch, enforcement of environmental laws in Oklahoma virtually ended. The 

budget for the Environmental Protection Unit, which investigated environmental crimes like 

illegal dumping and contamination from refineries, was slashed to zero and the group was 

disbanded. In 2014, an investigation by The New York Times revealed that a letter Pruitt sent to 

the EPA in 2011 - complaining about federal estimates of air pollution caused by drilling in 

Oklahoma -was actually written by Ja,ryers for Devon Energy, one of the state's biggest oil-and

gas companies. ("'Outstanding!" the company's director of government relations wrote in a note to 

Pruitt's office.) The Times found that Pruitt had sent similar letters, drafted by energy-industry 

lobbyists, to the Department of the Interior, the Office of Management and Budget, and President 

Obama. "I would have found that embarrassing," says Edmondson. "Scott did not." (Pruitt, with 

classic piety, told the Tulsa World that the Times story "did not accurately reflect what motivates 

my service and how we seek to make decisions on advancing these cases.") 

At that point, Pruitt was head of the Republican Attorneys General Association, a political group 

for state attorneys general to hobnob with corporate lobbyists and CEOs at posh resorts each 

year. While Pruitt was a member of RAGA's executive committee, the group hauled in big 

donations from the fossil-fuel mafia: $530,000 from Koch Industries, the empire owned and 

operated by the Koch brothers; $350,000 from Murray Energy; $160,000 from oil giant 

ExxonMobil, a longtime funder of climate deniers; and $125,000 from Devon Energy. Since 2015, 

the fossil-fuel industry and its pals have given more than $2.25 million to RAGA. 

ADVERT\SE.\1F.N! 

An even murkier source of money was the Rule of Law Defense Fund, which identifies itself as a 

"public policy organization for issues relevant to the nation's Republican attorneys general." The 

group was founded while Pruitt was head of RAGA, and he remained a board member until he 

took over as head of the EPA. As a nonprofit, the fund doesn't have to disclose the sources of the 

money it receives. "It's just a dark hole," Rhode Island Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse tells me. But tax 
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documents from Frl•edom Partners, the Koch brothers' Super PAC, show that the organization 

has donated at least $175,000 to the Rule of Law Defense Fund since 2014. During confirmation 

hearings, \Vhitehouse pushed Pruitt to reveal the names of donors to the Rule of Law Defense 
Fund and other sources of dark money, pointing out that if, say, Devon Energy had given the fund 

$1 million, it is not hard to imagine that Pruitt would be beholden to them. Pruitt refused to 

identify any donors, saying he had been cleared by the EPA ethics office, and promised he "would 

take the appropriate steps to recuse if [the EPA ethics oftlce] told me to do so." 

To vVhitehousc, that's unacceptable. "He knows who gave him money, and they know who gave 

him money, but it is the public who doesn't know," Whitehouse tells me. ''He is a puppet of the 

fossil-fuel industry, and we have a right to know who is pulling his strings." 

No one has suggested that Pruitt personally benefited from all this dark money; however, he 

certainly did well as a public official in Oklahoma. A year after he became attorney general, Pruitt 

and his family moved to a $1.2 million home in a neighborhood of estates built hy oil barons in 

the 1920s. Pruitt's i(mr-hedroom, tive-fircplacc brick house in Tulsa, which he still owns and, 

according to colleagues, returns to most weekends, looks like a British manor house that has been 

transported out of the Gilded Age and dropped onto the prairie. 

On August 3rd, 2015, the very day Ohama stood in the East Room of the White House with 

McCarthy to announce the Clean Power Plan, Pruitt was at the Greenbrier, a stately- resort in the 
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hills of West Virginia, participating in a four-day RAGA meeting "ith coal and energy-industry 

lobbyists. (The topic of Pruitt's discussion panel was "The Dangerous Consequences of the Clean 

Power Plan & Other EPA Rules.") On the day the Obama plan was unveiled, Pruitt and the other 

attorneys general held a press conference at the Greenbrier to announce a lawsuit to stop it. The 

lawsuit is still lied up in court, but it's dear that, as EPA administrator, Pruitt will try to kill the 

Clean Power Plan. 

The Clean Air Aet requires the EPA to regulate air pollutants "anticipated to endanger public 

heallh or welfare.'' In 2009. in Massachusetts v. EPA, the Supreme Court found that greenhouse 

gases are pollutants, and later that year, the EPA determined the emission of greenhouse gases 

poses a threat. The agency's decision became knmm as the "endangerment finding," and the 

Clean Power Plan was the Obama administration ·s vision for how to comply with it, putting 

overall limits on power plants and vehicle pollution. 

But because the Clean Power Plan standards were set by the agency, not by a law passed by 

Congress, they are always subject to revision. "They can just say, 'We don't agree with Obama's 

interpretation of the Clean Air Act,'" explains .Jody Freeman, who worked as a legal adviser on 

climate and energy issues in Obama·s White House and is the founding director ofthe Harvard 

Law School Environmental Law and Policy Program. "Or they can take another tack, which is to 

make a much less stringent rule. What approach they take depends on how confident they feel

and how much time they want to spend in court." 

Pruitt, however, has bigger deregulation ambitions than simply killing the Clean Power Plan. "The 

goal is to destroy the legal foundation for greenhouse-gas regulations of any kind," says David 

Doniger, director of the climate and dean-air program at the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

For that, Pruitt must suecessfully argue that the endangerment finding is timdamentally 
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incorrect. "Pruitt will either have to prove that accumulation of all greenhouse gases isn't 

damaging, or that contributions from vehicles and power plants aren't contributing to the 

problem," says Doniger. "And he will need to doeumcnt it all with a double Mount E'uest of data 

to offset the Mount Everest of data that shows that accumulated pollution docs indeed endanger 

public health and welfare. No one thinks it's possible, especially with his resources and staff. He 

will be laughed out of court." 

For decades, the largest players in the fossil-fuel industry- Peabody Energy, the National Mining 

Association, ExxonMobil, Koch Industries- argued that changes in the climate were either from 

natural cycles or they weren't happening at all. They spent millions on campaigns to show that 

C02, the leading cause of global warming, was actually good for you because it makes plants 

grow. But Pruitt's disregard for the risks of climate change runs deeper. Like many (but not all) 

evangelical Christians, he sees fossil fuels not as the remains of dead plants and animals, but as 

Goers gift to mankind. ·'God has blessed us with natural resources," he told Politico recently. 
"Let's use them to feed the world. Let's usc them to power the world. Let's usc them to protect the 

world." As for climate change, that's not something humans are responsible for. "God's still up 
there," Pruitt's mentor, Sen. Inhofe, has said. "The arrogance of people to think that we, human 

beings, would be able to change what He is doing in the climate is to me outrageous." 

Not surprisingly, Pruitt has begun removing climate data and scientific information from the 

EPA's website. In May, the contracts of most members ofthe Board of Scientific Counselors, 

which ad,'ises the agency on internal research, were canceled. "The Board of Scientific Counselors 

had 68 members two months ago- it will have 11 come September 1st," says Deborah 

Swackhamer, a retired professor at the University of Minnesota who is chairperson of the board. 

'They've essentially suspended scientific activities by ending these terms. We have no meetings 

scheduled, no bodies to do the work.., In May, when Swackhamer was summoned to testify before 
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Congress on the importance of scientific integrity in the agency, she received a series of e-mails 
from Pruitt's chief of staff, Ryan Jackson, asking her to stick to "talking points'' on the dismissal 
of seYcral hoard members. She refused. "I felt bullied and intimidated," she tells me. 

Pruitt's debasement of science is not limited to climate change. Earlier this year, the agency 
approwd the use of millions of pounds of chlorpyrifos, an agricultural pesticide shown to be 
especially dangerous to infants and young children. EPA scientists had recommended that it be 
disallowed, but Pruitt thought diffcren tly. It's probably not a coincidence that Andrew Li\'cris, the 
CEO of Dow Chemical, a leading producer of chlorpyrifos, heads a White House manufacturinf!, 
council (his company also wrote a $1 million check to help underwrite Trump's inaugural 
festivities). In early March, Pruitt was scheduled to meet with Liveris orr the sidelines of an energy 
conference in Houston. The sit-down was canceled, but according to Pruitt's office the pair did 
have a "brief introduction in passing." A few weeks later, the EPA chief announced that 
chlorpyrifos would not be banned. Pruitt said the decision was made out of a "need to provide 
regulatory certainty." But, as Philip Landrigan, dean of global health at Mount Sinai Hospital in 
New York, points out, Pruitt campaigned aggressiYely as a pro-life candidate when he was 
running for office in Oklahoma. "Now he has approved a pesticide that has a clear impact on the 
development of childn•n 's brains,'' Landrigan says. "That makes him the worst kind of hypocrite." 

Still, Pruitt hesitates to erode cont1dence in climate science with full-frontal attacks. 'The new 
denialism is to admit that the climate is changing, but that the science is still unsettled, and the 
role that human acti\'ity plays is still unclear, and until we figure that out, there's no real reason to 
take action," says Mann, the Penn State dimate scientist. As evidence of this approach, Mann 
points to an idea Pruitt recently floated of bringing together a red team and a blue team to debate 
various issues in climate science in public perhaps even on 1V. It's an idea that might work in a 
debate oyer, say, health care policy. But climate science is based on physical facts, not political or 
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economic theory. As Mann says, "If our civilization doesn't survive, it will be because of this kind 

of malicious stupidity ... 

In the end, Pruitt's goal might simply be to derail political momentum toward rapidly cutting C02 

emissions. After all, the fossil-fuel industry has invested billions in new pipelines, coal mines, 

drilling technology and port infrastructure. A 2015 study by Carbon Tracker, aU. K. financial 

organization, estimated that if the goals of the Paris Agreement arc achieved, the global fossil-fuel 

industry risks writing off $2 trillion in assets. For Big Coal and Big Oil, a few million dollars to 

prop up a guy like Pruitt is a very smart invcstmc~nt. 
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So far, Pruitt has ingratiated himself at the White House, proved his mettle to the fossil

fuel industry and C\'en gotten late-night talk-show hosts to tweet about him ("Put simply, Scott 

Pruitt is a piece of shit,'' ,Jimmy Kimmel tweeted during Pruitt's confirmation hearing). Bnt his 

honeymoon may also be coming to an end. In .July, a federal court rejected his attempt to delay 

new rules on methane emissions. New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, who has 

already challenged many of Pruitt's rollbacks, predicts, "We'll be spending a lot of time in court." 

Even more worrisome for Pruitt, his pals on the right arc getting impatient. Myron Ebcll, the 

noted climate-change denier who led Trump's EPA transition team, criticized Pruitt at a 

conservative conference in April, saying he is a "clever hmyer" but his "political ambition" may 

undermine his willingness to take on heavy lifts like challenging the endangerment finding. 
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.James Delingpolc, a writer at Brcitbart who is dose to Bannon, said that if Pruitt refw;ed to undo 

the endangerment finding, "it will represent a major setback for President Trump's war with the 

Climate Industrial Complex." Delingpole added, "If Scott Pruitt is not up to that task, then maybe 

it's about time he did the decent thing and handed over the reins to someone who is." 

Pruitt faces risks within the agency, too. He has zero loyalty among the rank and file, which 

means, as one n~tcran staffer says, "Everything is gonna get slow-walked. Stuff that embarrasses 

Pruitt will be leaked. You will sc•c the power of bureaucracy in action." Exhibit A: Subversive 

T\\itter accounts like (,ilaltUSEPA and @ActualEPA Facts ("leading the members of TI1e 
#Resistance to a better world") have hundreds of thousands of followers and offer a daily stream 

ofPruitt-damning commentary. 

As Pruitt knows, the last EPA administrator who carne in with a burn-it-to-the-ground agenda 

was Anne Gorsuch. Like PruiLL, Gorsuch promised to roll back regulations, slash the budget and 

cut agency staff. Bnt after a year, she was under siege, turning the agency into what The New York 

Times called "an Augean stable, reeking of cynicism, mismanagement and decay." Eventually, the 

House cited Gorsuch, who repeatedly failed to hand over subpoenaed records, for contempt of 

Congress. The debacle led Reagan to ask for her resignation. "Pruitt may think that because 

Republicans control all three branches of gO\'ernmcnt right now, he has immunity," says the 

former Obama official. "He does not. If he gets in trouble, he will be jettisoned faster than you can 
say 'Donald Trump ,Tr.' ., 

Then there is the possibility of an environmental disaster on his watch. Imagine a high-profile 

Deepwater Horizon-like catastrophe involving one of Pruitt's cronies in the oil-and-gas industry. 

The congressional investigation that would follow might shine a very bright and unwelcome

light on Pruitt's corporate ties. 
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For now, Pruitt's rise could not come at a worse time for the planet. The Paris Agreement, which 

aims to limit C02 emissions to a level that v\ill prevent warming above 2 degrees Celsius, was 

signed last year by virtually every nation in the world. And not a moment too soon. To avert 

climate catastrophe, a recent study in Nature determined emissions need to be on a downward 

trajectory by 2020- that's just three years away. America's decision to pull out of the Paris 

climate deal, physicist Stephen Hawking recently warned, could be "the tipping point where 

global warming beeomes irreversible." Companies like Apple, Amazon and Wal-Mart are 

investing billions in clean energy, and U.S. cities and slates are pushing ahead on their own 

(California just extended its landmark cap-and-trade program to cut carbon pollution). But on a 

global scale, for America to reboot its lm·e for fossil fuels at this late stage is like taking fh·e shots 

of tequila at midnight and promising to drive the rest of civilization home safely. 

There are plenty of other reasons to be appalled by Pruitt. He is destroying the mission of the 

EPA. He is pushing policies that will make poor people poorer and rich people richer. And he is 
quite literally putting his own political career above the welfare oft ens of thousands of people. 

\Vhile the air quality in many parts of America has gotten better in recent decades, air pollution 

still causes more than 200,000 premature deaths a year; even small increases in pollution mean 

more deaths. "He is sacrit1cing the health and welfare of children in order to give industry a few 
years of regulatory rcliC'f, .. says .Jeff Cmter, executive director of Physicians for Social 

Responsibility. 

But it's likely that Pruitt won't hang around at the EPA long enough for anyone to count the 

bodies. His sights arc set on higher things: the Oklahoma governor's race in 2018, or a run for 

Inhofe's Senate seat in 2020. Either way, Gavin Isaacs, the former head of the Oklahoma Bar 

Association, predicts "there• will be more campaign contributions than anyone has ever seen." For 

that reason alone, Pruitt should not be underestimated. He may be on the wrong side of science 
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and the wrong side of hislmy, but given the post-factual trajectory of American politics right now, 
that doesn't mean his future isn't bright. It's the hope for a stable climate and a rapid transition to 
clean energy that's really in trouble. 

In This Article: Climate Change, Donald Trump, Environment, Oil 
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Scott Pruitt: Ohama was no 'enYironmental savior,' past administration accomplished nothing~ Washington Times 

HOME\ NEWS \POLITiCS 

EPA chief Pruitt: Obama no 
'environmental savior,' past 
administration accomplished nothing 

By Ben Wolfgang~ The Washington Times w Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Former President Obama is widely revered by activists and 
progressive Democrats for his actions on climate change, but 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt on 

Thursday challenged those credentials and said the former 
commander in chief was no ''environmental savior." 

In a radio interview with Hugh Hewitt, Mr. Pruitt said the past 
administration talked a good game on the environment, but 

has little in the way of concrete accomplishments. He pointed 

Trump takes center position 
in polarizing immigration 
debate 

Special Counsels Rack Up 

https://www. washingtontimes.com/news/20 I 7 /may/11/cpa~chief.pruitt·obama-no-envimmnental-savior/[l/24/2018 I 0:30:06 AMl 
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Scolt l'nutt: Obmna was no 'environmental savior.' past administration accomplished nothing- Washington fimes 

to the environmental disaster in Flint. Michigan, and the Gold 

King Mine spill, both of which led to widespread water 

contamination. 

He also said the administration's attempts to rein in carbon 

emissions were blocked by federal courts, as were other high

profile regulations. At the same time, Mr. Pruitt charged, much 

of the country remained in non-compliance with federal ozone 

standards. and the number of Superfund sites- areas 

contaminated by hazardous waste and identified for federal 

clean-up efforts- increased during Mr. Obama·s tenure 

'It's just poor leadership. It's poor focus." said Mr. Pruitt, the 

former attorney general of Oklahoma. 'When you look at the 

past adminrstration's environmental record, I mean, the past 
administration is viewed as the environmental savior. But 

when you look at air attainment in this country, we're at 40 

percent non-attainment right now on ozone. About 140 million 

people live in non-attainment areas for air quality, under air 

quality programs. 

"Superfund sites, we have more today than when President 

Obama came into office." he continued. 'Water infrastructure. 

you had Flint and you had Gold King And the regulations that 

they issued on carbon, they failed twice. They struck out 

twice. So when you look at their record. what exactly did they 
accomplish for the environment that folks are so excited 

about?" 

Mr Pruitt is leading the charge to roll back many Obama-era 
regulations. His targets include those rules that were blocked 
by federal courts, including the Clean Power Plan. a proposed 

set of limits on carbon emissions frorn power plants. 
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Scott Pruitt \vants to move full steam ahead on his pro-industry agenda in 2018 -· Th!nkProgress 
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Scott Pruitt wants to move full steam ahead on 

his pro-industry agenda in 2018 

Despite facing numerous investigations himself, EPA administrator cites poor 

leadership culture at agency. 

MARK HAND \ 11 

SCOTT PRUITT, ADMINISTRATOR OF EPA, HOPES TO SPEED UP THE PERMITTING PROCESS FOR 

INDUSTRY IN 2018. CREDIT: RICCARDO SAV!/GETTY IMAGES FOR CONCORDIA SUMMIT 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt wants to use metrics to 

gauge the weekly performance of every office at his agency. That would be good 

news if Pruitt's intention was to measure how each EPA office is protecting the 

environment and public health to the best of its ability. 

But the metrics to which Pruitt is referring will be used to measure how quickly the 

EPA is granting clean air and clean water permits to polluters. Pruitt wants to 

ensure industry is not having to wait long to get permission to conduct work that 

will likely have harmful effects on the environment. 

https://thinkprogress.org/second-ycar-plans-of-scott·pmitt·decaf8dcc 19c/[ 1/2-.1/2018 12:39: 12 PM) 
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.'lcott Pruitt \\ants !o mo\c full steam aht:ad on his pro-industry agenda in 2{ll8 · ThinkProgr..::ss 

In an interview with The Wall Street Journal this week, Pruitt accused EPA staffers 

of a "lack of energy and lack of commitment" to meeting the needs of industry 

stakeholders who have been pleading for more prompt action by the environmental 

agency. 

"We have permits that literally are sitting on a shelf, and just sitting there because 

there's just no attention, no leadership, no direction. It's that simple," the former 

Oklahoma attorney general told the newspaper. By permits, Pruitt means granting 

entities permission to pollute as long as the pollution meets agency standards. 

In a presentation at an energy industry conference in Texas last fall, Pruitt told oil 

and gas officials that "regulatory uncertainty" for businesses and regulated industry 

"is the biggest reason why the U.S. economy isn't growing faster." 

In the same interview with The Wall Street Journal, Pruitt said, along with 

implementing a metrics-based system for each EPA office, he wants to use his 

second year on the job to speed up the process for granting permits to polluters. 

"There's tremendous opportunity to show really significant results to the American 

people in a really short time frame," he said. 

Scott Pruitt is leaving a toxic trail at EPA after 

6 months on the 

thinkprn~::ress.org/sewnd-ycar-plans-of-scot!-pruitt-dccafRdcc l9t/[! /24·'20 J 8 12:39: 12 P!v1! 
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Scott Pmitt wants to move full steam ahead on his pro·industry agenda in 2018 ~ ThinkProgrcss 

Pruitt was asked if his urgency was related to any future plans to leave the agency, 

perhaps to take over as U.S. attorney general if Attorney General Jeff Sessions 

resigns or is fired. The EPA administrator did not directly address the question. 

Instead, he brought his evangelical Christian beliefs into the equation. "What does 

it say in scripture? 'Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.' And 

that's what I'm doing," he said. 

As Pruitt emphasizes his goal of improving the leadership at the EPA, the 

administrator himself is under investigation for his questionable conduct in the top 

role at the agency. Pruitt has attracted widespread scrutiny for alleged misuse of 

agency funds, potential violation of a lobbying law, and holding secret meetings 

with officials from the industries his agency is tasked with regulating. 

Last week, for example, the EPA's inspector general sent a letter to Rep. Pete 

DeFazio (0-0R) that his office has learned the Government Accountability Office 

has accepted a congressional request to review questions regarding the 

installation of a security booth in Pruitt's office at the EPA's headquarters building 

in Washington. 

"Regarding your request that the [office of inspector general] review the 

administrator's use of expenditures on a security booth, we have confirmed that the 

U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) accepted a congressional request to 

review appropriation law questions regarding the installation of the security booth. 

https://thinkprogress.org/second-year-plans-of-scott-pmitt·dccaf8dce 19c![ 1/2412018 12:39: 12 PM] 
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Scott Pruitt wants to move full steam ahead on his pro*intlustry agenda in 20! 8- ThinkProgre..<>s 

The GAO will be reviewing virtually the same scope of issues that we planned to 

examine," EPA Inspector General Arthur Elkins said in a January 10 letter to 

DeFazio. 

In terms of assessing the leadership qualities of his top lieutenants, Pruitt's hand

picked official to oversee the Superfund program failed to show up for a planned 

appearance before the House Environment and Commerce Committee. Albert 

Kelly, a close friend and financial patron of Pruitt, cited a "scheduling conflict" with 

Thursday's hearing by the House committee on the future of the toxic waste 

cleanup program. 

In the Trump administration, people tend to fail upwards into positions they're 

not qualified for at all-like Albert Kelly, friend of Secretary Pruitt who was 

BANNED from banking for life. He's now in charge of the @EPA's Superfund 

Program. https://t.co/21 Zwf6TZSe 

-Center for Bio Div (@CenterForBioDiv) December 29, 2017 

In a Wednesday news release, Environmental Working Group President Ken Cook 

said Kelly's decision not to tell Congress about his and Pruitt's strategy for cleaning 

up the nation's most toxic communities is irresponsible and evasive. "Most, if not 

all, members of the [House] committee represent districts where there are 

abandoned toxic waste dumps. They should press Kelly about what he's done so 

https://thinkprogress.org/second*year*plans-of·scott*pruiU*decaf&dcc 19c/[l /24/2018 12:39: I 2 PMI 
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Scott Pmitt wants to move full steam ahead on his pro~ industry agenda in 20 I R ~Think Progress 

far and his strategy to clean up these dangerous sites that millions of Americans 

live near," Cook said. 

Pruitt put Kelly in charge of the Superfund program after he was banned for life 

from the banking industry. A consent order from the Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation showed that Kelly agreed last May to pay a fine of $125,000 over 

allegations that he violated federal banking laws as an executive at his family 

owned SpiritBank in Oklahoma, The Intercept reported last month. Kelly is 

forbidden from ever working in the banking and financial services industry again. 

Kelly's only connection to the EPA and the vital role it plays in protecting 

communities from pollution is his years-long relationship with Pruitt, according to 

Cook. Kelly and his bank gave Pruitt loans to purchase personal property and a 

controlling share of a minor league baseball team. 

"In the Trump administration, people tend to fail upwards into positions they're not 

qualified for at all-like Albert Kelly, friend of Secretary Pruitt who was banned 

from banking for life," the Center for Biological Diversity noted in a tweet. 

Superfund is one of the few programs that Pruitt has vowed to make a priority 

during his tenure as EPA administrator. Newspapers in states with large numbers 

of Superfund sites, however, have complained about the selection of Kelly to lead 

the program. "Even for Scott Pruitt, the chief vandal at the EPA, it was an 

https:r/thinkprogress.org/second*year~p!ans~of-scott-pruitt-decat1ldcc 19c/(l/24/20 18 12:39: 12 PMl 
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Scutt Pnnn Hants to move full steam ~head on his pro-inUust!') agenda m 20!8- l hmkProgro.oss 

extraordinary act of arrogance to appoint his personal banker, Albert Kelly, as 

Special Advisor in charge of Superfund," the Newark Star-Ledger wrote in a staff 

editorial published on January 12. 

Scott Pruitt claims he's taken more actions to 

pollution than Obama, but can't name any 

The EPA has not taken a single step to significantly reduce air or water 
pollution under Trump. 

Along with citing the Superfund program, Pruitt told The Wall Street Journal he 

plans to lead a "war on lead." 

However, the EPA has had a poor track record on fighting lead since Pruitt took 

over as administrator. In fact, even before he was sworn in, Pruitt demonstrated a 

lack of knowledge of lead poisoning. At his confirmation hearing, Pruitt told the 

Senate panel that he doesn't "know about" the science of lead poisoning. 

In September, months after taking over the EPA, Pruitt announced his agency 

would postpone the compliance date by two years for new effluent limitations 

guidelines for coal-fired power plants that were issued in 2015. The Obama-era 

rules would limit the amount of toxins, including lead, that power plant operators 

can dump into waterways. Electric plants dump 64,400 pounds of lead into the 

country's waterways every year. Lead has been linked to developmental and 

reproductive problems. 
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~cott Pruitt '~ants to move full steam ahead on his pro-industry agenda in 20 IS- Think Progress 

Pruitt is living up to his promise to reduce lead contamination in at least one way. 

In December, Pruitt sent a letter to municipalities inviting officials to meet about 

potential revisions the agency is considering to what's known as the Lead and 

Copper Rule. The Obama administration accelerated the process for updating the 

rule following the Flint, Michigan, drinking water crisis, which started in 2014. 

"Despite lead contaminated sites being an environmental threat to our country, 

EPA has not updated the Lead and Copper Rule in decades," Pruitt said in a 

statement last month. "In keeping with our commitment to cooperative federalism, 

EPA is seeking input from state stakeholders on proposed revisions to properly 

address lead and ensure communities have access to safe drinking water." 

#CLIMATE, #EPA, #SCOTT PRUITT, #SUPERFUND 

!mps:/!thinkprogress.org!second-year-p!ans-ot~scott-pruiH-decaf8dcc l9cl[ 1/24!2018 I 2:J9: 12 PMl 
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Scott Pruitt's First Year Set The EPA Back Anywhere From A Few Years To 3 Decades 

Former EPA chiefs reflect on policy changes, budget cuts and staffing issues under Pruitt. 

By Alexander C. Kaufman 

l/20/20 18 

https :/ !www. huff!ngtonpost.com/entry/pru itt-one· year_ us ... 5a61 Oa5ce4b07 4ce 7a06bcb4 

Shortly atter taking o!lice, Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pmitt set out to 
permanently limit the agency's regulatory power in what he billed as a "Back to Basics" agenda 
focusing on cleaning up toxic waste and providing safe drinking water- but not curbing new 
industrial pollution. 

Former administrators warn that it could take anywhere from a few years to three decades for 
future administrations to restore the EPA to where it was a year ago, before the regulatory 
rollbacks, mass attrition and budget cuts. 

''Iff former President Barack] Obama's name is near it- irrespective of whether it's good, bad 
or indifferent- they're undoing it," Christine Todd Whitman, who served as administrator 
under former President George \V. Bush from 200 l to 2003. told HuffPost. ''To just mindlessly 
do it is ... mindless. There's no other word tor it." 

The lasting damage is already significant, and seems likely to get worse. Despite rumors that 
Pruitt may leave his post early to run for Senate or governor in Oklahoma, his home state, or take 
over as attorney general if Jetr Sessions steps down. the administrator has plans to ramp up his 
efforts in 2018. !le told The Wall Street Journal this week that his second year would focus on 
accelerating efforts to remake the agency and speeding up the permitting process. 

"There's tremendous opportunity to show really significant results to the American people in a 
really short time frame," Pruitt said. 

Some of the policies Pruitt has rolled back could be restored. The administrator decided in April 
not to prohibit a pesticide linked to hrain damage, immediately prompting lawsuits that could 
force the agency to issue a ban anyway. The next EPA chief could ramp up enlorcement efforts 
to make up for the dramatic drop in prosecutions of polluters seen so far under Pruitt A future 
head of the agency could also reverse Pruitt's October order barring scientists who receive 
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agency grants from serving on its advisory boards, and could even, in theory, issue a new order 
to limit the industry-funded researchers now set to dominate the panels. 

Yet, Pruitt's swift moves to axe major rules that took decades to craft stands apart from previous 
Republican efforts to slow new regulatory regimes at the agency. 

Take, for example, the EPA's Mercury and Air Taxies Standard, which curbs heavy metal 
pollution from coal-fired power plants. The rule took over two decades to craft: It began under 
former President Bill Clinton, was briefly sidelined during the Bush era, and came into effect 
more than two years ago, under Obama. But, in 2015, the Supreme Court ruled that the EPA had 
not adequately accounted for the cost of adhering to the regulation, and sent the case back to the 
D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals. The federal government had been scheduled to defend the rule. 
Then, in April, Pruitt ordered the agency to "fully review" the findings behind the rule, stoking 
fears among environmentalists that the new industry-friendly administration was laying the 
groundwork for a potential repeal. 

Under Pruitt, what they're doing is conscientiously tearing the place down. 

Consider, too, the Clean Power Plan. The signature Obama-era climate policy limiting carbon 
dioxide pollution from power plants and incentivizing renewable energy came out of a policy 
analysis started in the mid-1990s. 

Back then, the Clinton administration drafted what became known as the Cannon memo, arguing 
that greenhouse gas emissions could be regulated as pollutants under the Clean Air Act. That 
formed the legal foundation of Massachusetts' landmark Supreme Court victory over the Bush
era EPA in 2007. From there, the Bush administration began writing what became known as the 
Endangerment Finding- that greenhouse gases posed a threat to public health and required 
EPA regulation under the Clean Air Act- although it never implemented the policy. In 2009, 
the Obama administration picked up the baton, issuing the Endangerment Finding and, in 
response to its mandate, drafting the Clean Power Plan. The Supreme Court temporarily blocked 
the rule in February 2016. Rather than defend or modify that regulation, Pruitt proposed 
repealing the plan outright in October. He didn't provide an alternative. 

Most legal scholars argue that overturning the Endangerment Finding would require Pruitt to 
prove in court that climate change isn't caused by humans. Still, the hard-line climate change 
deniers with whom Pruitt has allied himself are calling on the EPA to attempt just that. 
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If the Clean Power Plan were completely repealed, the next administration at the EPA would 
have to start from square one, said Carol Browner, who served as EPA administrator under 
Clinton from 1993 to 2001. She said it could take "20 to 30 years." 

The agency suffered from "sort of benign neglect" under Bush, said Browner, but "it wasn't a 
forced policy." 

"Under Pruitt, what they're doing is conscientiously tearing the place down," she said. 

The EPA's dismantling does not rest in Pruitt's hands alone. The Trump administration has 
proposed slashing the agency's budget by 30 percent- to a 40-year low of$5.7 billion- and 
the Republican-dominated Congress seems ready to make significant cuts. Restoring the 
agency's capacity in the future will require replenishing its coffers with adequate funding. 

"It's just the sheer fact that you'd need a budget to do it," Browner said, referring to the 
challenge of reversing the damage Pruitt has inflicted. 

Restaffing the agency after Pruitt could pose a series of challenges. More than 700 personnel 
have left the EPA over the past year, according to a joint investigation published last month by 
The New York Times and ProPublica. Of the employees who quit, retired or took buyouts, more 
than 200 were scientists, and another 96 were environmental protection specialists. The EPA 
aims to cut staffing by nearly 50 percent- from 15,000 to less than 8,000- by 2021, the 
agency told the Washington Examiner this month. 

"You'd have to convince some of those who have been dismissed to come back," Whitman said. 
"You'd want some of them to come back and help break in new people so you don't have a 
complete vacuum of that institutional knowledge." 

"We're in grave danger of losing that," she added. "It's a very complicated agency, these 
regulations are complicated, the rules Congress enacted when they enacted the legislation are 
very prescriptive." 
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She warned that it could become harder to attract top young talent in the future if they fear the 
agency cannot offer stable. long-term careers. 

There are other, less tangible potential effects of EPA's pendu!ar approach to regulatory policy 
and newfound status as a culture war battleground. Pruitt's oft-repeated slogan- that 
"regulations ought to make things regular''- runs amok of his radical agenda to roll back rules 
that scientists say are necessary to curb pollution, and therefore appear likely to return under 
future administrations. 

Gina McCarthy, the EPA administrator from 2013 to 2017, said Pruitt is creating the exact sort 
of regulatory confusion tor businesses that he railed against. 

''The challenge that this administration is posing, and it's certainly not limited to the EPA, is 
they've created a wealth of uncertainty," McCarthy told Hufll>ost. "At EPA. it's uncertainties in 
the business community. Do they ever take rules seriously if every administration undoes 
everything the prior administration did?" 
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7!20!2018 Scott PrUitt's mission is tore-engineer the culture of the EPA 

Scott Pruitt on a n-nc::c!;nn to 
EPA 

the climate of the 

12t\Or'n FT t\(W 26. 21ll71l'lldltil'd3:42 p.m. ET r\:ov. 2!\,20!7 

WASHINGTON~- EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt isn't just dismantling the Clean Power Plan and other high

profile environmental programs of the Obama er.a. He's on a mission to re~engineer the agency's culture by 

returning power to stat-es and away from the Washington bureaucrats and coastal elites he said have led it 

astray 

The EPA, for example, is doing away with the "sue-and~selt!e" approach that Pruitt said lmproperly allowed the 

Obama administration to circumvent laws by rewriting regulations behind dosed doors with friendly 

tPhoto !.edy·ard Kmq, USA TODAY) environmental groups who fi!ed lawsuits 

The agency also has rewritten mernbershtp rules for the agency's adv1sory boards, so that both industry advocates and academtcs from Midwestern and 

Mountain states- which Prui!t said were under-represented··- have greater influence when counseling agency leaders on new rules. 

And he's adopted a "red team/blue team" model designed to challenge climate change assumptiO!"ls that global warming is occurring and humans are the 

pnrnary cause- a v1ew endorsr;d both by the vast majority of scientists and by a mass1ve federal report tt1e White House ISsued earlier th1s month 

Pruitt who challenged the Clean Power Pian as Oklahoma attorney genera!, said he's plowing ahead with the rollback of the rule designed to curb carbon 

emissions from coal~fired power plants despite tlle report's condu;.;ions. 

And he said the red team/blue team approach that promotP.s "curious inquiry and continued analysis" is integra! to the rigorous self-analysis he believes 

the EPA has been lacking in recent years. 

'Tm an attomey. I believe in bringing people together in an open process to encoumge peer review, that's what science is," Pruitt said during a recent 

mtcrv1ew m his office. "We shouldn't run from that That's something we ought to embrace as a culture 3nd 1 think as an a11ency" 

Of all Pnntt's moves to reshape an agency whose authority he frequently challenged m court, the red team/blue team strategy has raised some of the 

loudest alarm be!ls Bmong his many critics who consider it an attack on settled sci-ence 

The exercise was designed at the height of the Cold War to assess Soviet reactions to various scenarios. And that's where it belongs- not to refitigate 

the proven facts of c!Jmate science. said former New Jersey GOP Gov. Chnst1ne Todd Whitman, who served as EPA administrator under George W 

Bush. 

\'HlpS:IIWWW.USalOd<'ly.CO!n/StOfY/n€WSiPOIItiCSIL()l/il1/"Lb!SCOtl·PfUitt-nllSSIOf1-Cl1anae-cutture"eD8/tltl::ltlJ;!UU11 
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I?O/?fi1A Srnlt Pn!itt'o:; mi<;<;ll"ll"l I<; tn rP-PnninP<H lh<:t r.lllfllrA nflh,::o I=PA 

"That Mr. Pruitt seeks to use the power of the EPA to elevate those who have already lost the argument is shameful, and the only outcome will be that the 

public will know less about the science of climate change than before," she wrote in a QP.inion column (b!!Rs://www.nxtimes.com/2017/09/08/opinion/how

not-to-run-the-eRa.htm!?mcubz-Q& r-O) for The New York Times entitled «How not to run the EPA" 

Ken Cuccinem, a Pruitt ally and former Republican attorney general from Virginia, said the EPA administrator rightly believes the agency needs to return 

to its roots and abandon quixotic pursuits Obama conducted on global warming embodied by the Clean Power Plan and the decision to sign on to the 

international treaty known as the Paris Accord (M9IY~P.Qiitics/2017/05/31/democrats-vent-but-cant-sloR:illi..OJ.~g:Raris-climate

~greementl102343042/). 

Former VIrginia Attorney Genoral Ken Cucclnelll defends how Scott Pruitt Is running the EPA. (Photo: Molly Rtley. AP) 

"The previous administration weaponized this agency,TI Cuccinelli said. 'They were assaulting America through the EPA Scott believes in clean water and 

clean air. There's never been any doubt about that. But all of the other creative stuff is the kind of stuff that political elites want to spend their time on and 

if it affects Americans all it does is reduce their opportunities." 

Pruitt ~(b11P-~.1Lw~~:~ti&3J!an.orgLvideo/?424362~1/administrator-sCQtt~P.ruitt-addresses-e~Rl2Y..!~.J5) at EPA under a mutual cloud of hostility. 

He had sued the agency 14 times on behalf of Oklahoma challenging a variety of regulations and blllingjb!!Rs:lfwww.linkedin.com/in/e-sco!t-R.!1!ill.: 

~)himself as ua leading activist against EPA's activist agenda." A month after he took the helm in February, the budget released by President 

Trump, an ardent EPA critic, proposed gutting the $8.2 billion agency by nearly a third. 

In turn, Pruitt was opposed loudly by hundreds of former EPA employees, and more quietly by some current ones. They feared he would assist the 

petrochemical industry he grew dose to in Oklahoma while ignoring the carefully constructed science that served as the foundation of many public health 

protections. 

Subsequent cuts in pollution enforcement and the departure of hundreds of veteran EPA staffers through a buyout program have given environmental 

groups more reason to worry. 

Nearly a year into his tenure, Pruitt still feels the resistance from employees who have yet to buy into his message that the EPA ought to work more with 

business to find mutually acceptable solutions when it comes to public health. 

"'The most challenging thing that we encounter (at EPA) is this thinking, this attitude that we as a country have to choose between growth and jobs and 

being good stewards of our environment," he recently 12J.Q_(b.ll~Y.OUtube.com/watch?v=nsQ8wY4sOQo) an audience at the conservative Federalist 

Society National La""'Yers Convention_ "We can do both. But the past few years, we've been told lt's prohibition, it's put up a fence, it's do not touch. And 

frankly I don't think that's consistent with the law. l don't think that's consistent with how we've done busmess as a country." 

.,...,,. ·I "'A'A" ' "' "''",-,"'" .-nml<;tnruln QW<;IOOlil!C:~J:.IU 1 f I 11 /LIJ/SCOtt-Orultt-m lSSlOn~chanqe~CUt\Ur8·8Paftlt:l\:lb JJUU 1 I 
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7/?n/?n1R Srntt Pn1itt'c: mic:<:inn ic: tn "''·PnninPI"r t11F> r••lh•r<> nf tl-1 ... FPA 
His many critics say that's code for giving the energy industry and other polluters carte blanche to maximize profit with litHe regard for environmental 

damage. 

Normally soft-spoken Delaware Sen. Tom Carper, the top Democrat on the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee,~ 

(L§!Q._ry~Rol!tics/2017/03103/delawar~~rg~y-environmental-warrior/986484540 Pruitt during his confirmation process 

earlier this year as "hostile to the basic protections to keep Americans and our environment safe." 

As part of his effort to change the culture at EPA, Pruitt is touting a "back-to-basics~ agenda that emphasizes partnerships with states and issues he calls 

central to the agency's mission when Congress created it in 1970. 

He's prioritizing cleanup of toxic Superfund sites, lead-tainted drinking water systems, and abandoned mines. 

Those issues, he said, took a back seat the previous eight years as the Obama administration engaged in regulatory over-reach on climate chang! nd 

the 'Waters of the U.S." rule that spelled out that streams, rivers and other bodies can be regulated by the federal government. 

More: Pruitt moves to shake u~y~.~g.Q..D.Wog environmental actiyists (~~golitjcs/2017/10/31/P-fuitt-moves-shaKe

.I.!R:.iH~~::&l!liErY·boards-further-antagonizing-environmenta!-activists/817 40500 11) 

More: Exclusive: EPA's Prujttyowsto continue ro!ling~~g~RQ!l.(~~politicst2017/11108/~y~g: 

~port-not-deter.reptacement-clean-~olan/839857001!) 

More: Rollback of Clean Power Plan rule by EPA Admjnjstrator Pruitt won't hall~gbL(~~politjcs/201 V1 0/091ml!back=e!ean-12Qtl!H:. 

~pa-admjnistrator-pruitts-rollback-clean-~p!an-rule~wont-hap~gh/746607001/) 

"Our job is to administer statutes,~ he said in the interview. "We have to act based on the authority given to us by Congress. When this agency and other 

agencies in the past have gone askew is when they've created and filled in the vacuum. That's what they did with the Clean Power Plan ""'We're 

correcting that." 

Pruitt points to Superfund as an area that previous administrators should have taken more time to address. He's visited a lead-contaminated site in East 

Chicago, Ind., and the Gold King mine in Colorado (where a mistake by an EPA contractor in 20151ed to a major spill) to emphasize the program's 

importance. 

He often talks about the problems at the West Lake Landfill near St. Louis and how the EPA still hasn't decided how to proceed 27 years after it was 

tagged as a Superfund site. 

"Not clean it up. Not fix the problem. But just simply decide,H he told the Federalist Society. 

More than half of the original406 sites from 1983 remain on the !is.L(~R.a.,gQY.l~JJPerfundfsearcb-suoerfuod-sj!es-where-y~) On average, 

it takes about 19 years for a site to be removed from the list, according to to the Government Accountability Office. 

Gina McCarthy, who served as EPA administrator during Obama's second term, brushed aside the notion that Superfund was not a priority under her 

watch. And she said Pruitt's view of his agency's role is so narrow it's imperiling public health. 

ntms:llwww.usatoaav,comlstorvmewstootttiCS/£Ul f/11/Ltitscott-prum-miSSIOn-cnange-cunure-epa/tlt!\:lb:.:SJUUl/ j/~ 
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r!<lh<f<> nf lhA ~PA 

Former EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. (Photo: Brian Ach, Getty Images for T/le Naw Yorlwr) 

'It is just ridiculous to think that you can ignore the most significant threats to public health today while chasing Superfund sites that have been around for 

20 years," she said. "You don't make those choices. You do both." 

She said Pruitt's plan to address the nation's most toxic sltes will be much tougher if Congress goes along with Trump's 2018 budget RrQR.Q§ll! 

(b!!Qs:!!WVYW.elll!,g~production!fllesl2017·051documents/fy~get·in-brief R.df) to slash by $330 mi!!ion the nearly $1.1 billion Superfund 

received this year. 

·'The challenge has been resources constraints,' she said. "So for an administrator to say he's going back to basics and even caring about doing a better 

job with Superfund while he's defending a budget that would dismantle the agency and reduce Superfund, it doesn't seem like a very consistent message 

to me." 

Cucdne!ll acknowiedges that it is an odd pairing to have Pruitt, someone from "fly·over country,~ heading an agency "favored by the cocktail party set.'' 

But he thinks it will take someone !ike the Kentucky-born, former Cincinnati Reds baseball prospect to shake up an agency in need of cultural re

orientation. 

~God forbid we have an administrator of the EPA who thinks it's important to obey the law and Scott does." he said. 

Pruitt doesn't use the term political elites when he describes his predecessors at the EPA but it's clear he considers himself someone attuned to the 

needs of states, especially the red ones that resented much of the Obama environmental agenda. 

nttps:llwww.usatoaay.comlstory/newslpol!ttcs/£Ul/1111£blscott-pruttt-mtsston-cnange~culture-epaHltS~b::S::SUU11 
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<"'lllhlrP nfthP FPA 

EPA Administrator Seott Pruitt holds up a poster showing how hls planned ehanges to tile makeup of three key advisory committees will be more geographically 

diverse. (Photo: Ledyatd Kmg, USA TODAY) 

It's one reason he took the unprecedented step last month of barring scientists who receive EPA grants from serving on any of the agency's nearly two 

dozen advisory boards. The move to eliminate what Pruitt described as "political science" opened up seats for researchers representing industries and 

Institutions based in the middle of the country whose input he said hasn't always been valued. 

Robert Johnson {httos:!/1NWW2.clarku.edu/faculty.LliiD.!Ltybio.cfm?id=738), an economics professor at Clark University in Massachusetts and a past 

member of the EPA Science Advisory Board, criticized Pruitt's decision. 

The advisory board "has always been bastion of truth and independent scientific advice that withstood changes in political administrations and differences 

of political opinion," Johnson. "That changed (with Pruitt's act)." 

Pruitt also speaks of the importance of restoring Hfederalism'' where states have an equal seat at the table when it comes to implementing clean air and 

water programs. 

McCarthy pushed back on his interpretation. 

"Federalism does not mean that the agency doesn't do its work in accordance with Congress. And Congress, on issues like the Clean Air Act, did not 

give states the role of primacy," she said. 

Nonetheless, members of Congress who dashed wlth Obama are clearly delighted that Pruitt is driving an agenda that many of their constituents back 

home like. 

When Pruitt last month 1QIQ_(till~youtube comfwatch?y-Pk E88XR10w) an audience of coal miners in Hazard, Ky., that "the war on coal is over" 

as he announced the administration's plan to repeal the Clean Power Plan, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., seemed clearly tickled. 

"It's great to have an administrator of the EPA," McConnell said as he introduced Pruitt, "who's not afraid to come to Kentucky." 

Read or Share this story: https:f/usat.ly/2BcVoOk 

httos:tlwww.usatoaav.com/storvmewstpouucsJLUl r/11/Lb/scott-prultt-mlss!on-cnange-cunure-epa/~l:l!:lbJJUUlf 
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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

Scott Pruitt's Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA 

The new administrator plans to follow his statutory mandate-clean air and water-and to 
respect states' rights. 

By Kimberley A. Strassel 

Feb. 17, 2017 6:57p.m. ET 

Republican presidents tend to nominate one of two types of administrator to lead the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The first is the centrist-think Christie Todd Whitman (200 1-
03)-who might be equally at home in a Democratic administration. The other is the fierce 
conservative-think Anne Gorsuch (1981-83)-who views the agency in a hostile light. 

Scott Pruitt, whom the Senate confirmed Friday, 52-46, doesn't fit either mold. His focus is 
neither expanding nor reducing regulation. "There is no reason why EPA's role should ebb or 
flow based on a particular administration, or a particular administrator," he says. "Agencies exist 
to administer the law. Congress passes statutes, and those statutes are very clear on the job EPA 
has to do. We're going to do that job." You might call him an EPA originalist. 

Not that environmentalists and Democrats saw it that way. His was one of President Trump's 
most contentious cabinet nominations. Opponents objected that as Oklahoma's attorney general 
Mr. Pruitt had sued the EPA at least 14 times. Detractors labeled him a "climate denier" and an 
oil-and-gas shill, intent on gutting the agency and destroying the planet. For his confirmation 
hearing, Mr. Pruitt sat through six theatrical hours of questions and submitted more than I ,000 
written responses. 

When Mr. Pruitt sat down Thursday for his first interview since his November nomination, he 
spent most of the time waxing enthusiastic about all the good his agency can accomplish once he 
refocuses it on its statutorily defined mission: working cooperatively with the states to improve 
water and air quality. 

"'We've made extraordinary progress on the environment over the decades, and that's something 
we should celebrate," he says. "But there is real work to be done.'' What kind of work? Hitting 
air-quality targets, for one: "Under current measurements, some 40% of the country is still in 
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nonattainment." There's also toxic waste to clean up: "We've got 1,300 Superfund sites and 
some of them have been on the list for more than three decades." 

Such work is where Washington can make a real difference. "These are issues that go directly to 
the health of our citizens that should be the absolute focus ofthis agency," Mr. Pruitt says. "This 
president is a fixer, he's an action-oriented leader, and a refocused EPA is in a great position to 
get results." 

That, he adds, marks a change in direction from his predecessor at the EPA, Gina McCarthy. 
"This past administration didn't bother with statutes," he says. "They displaced Congress, 
disregarded the law, and in general said they would act in their own way. That now ends." 

Mr. Pruitt says he expects to quickly withdraw both the Clean Power Plan (President Obama's 
premier climate regulation) and the 2015 Waters of the United States rule (which asserts EPA 
power over every creek, pond or prairie pothole with a ''significant nexus" to a "navigable 
waterway"). 'There's a very simple reason why this needs to happen: Because the courts have 
seriously called into question the legality of those rules," Mr. Pruitt says. He would know, since 
his state was a party to the lawsuits that led to both the Supreme Court's stay of the Clean Power 
Plan and an appeals court's hold on the water rule. 

Will the EPA regulate carbon dioxide? Mr. Pruitt says he won't prejudge the question. "There 
will be a rule-making process to withdraw those rules, and that will kick off a process," he says. 
"And part of that process is a very careful review of a fundamental question: Does EPA even 
possess the tools, under the Clean Air Act, to address this? It's a fair question to ask if we do, or 
whether there in fact needs to be a congressional response to the climate issue." Some might 
remember that even President Obama believed the executive branch needed express 
congressional authorization to regulate CO2 -that is, until Congress said "no" and Mr. Obama 
turbocharged the EPA. 

Among Mr. Pruitt's top priorities is improving America's water infrastructure. "I'm going to be 
advancing this with the president, this idea that when we talk about investing in infrastructure, 
we need to look more broadly than bridges and roads," he says. "Look at what happened in 
Flint," the Michigan town where lead was found in the water supply. "Look at what is happening 
in California," where the Oroville Dam's failure endangers tens of thousands of homes. 

Mr. Pruitt defies the stereotype of the fierce conservative who wants to destroy the agency he 
runs. Nonetheless, he is likely to encounter considerable hostility. The union that represents the 
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EPA's 15,000-strong bureaucracy urged its members to besiege their senators with calls this 
week asking them to reject Mr. Pruitt's appointment. (The effort didn't have much effect: The 
vote was nearly along party lines, with only two Democrats and one Republican breaking ranks.) 
These bureaucrats have the ability to sabotage his leadership. That's what happened to Mrs. 
Gorsuch. She went to war with the bureaucracy, and the bureaucracy won. 

Mr. Pruitt wants progress. "I am committed to the role of this agency,'' he says. 'The 
administration is committed to the role of this agency. There is so much to accomplish. So its 
important that the career staff here at the EPA know this isn't a disregard for the agency, it's a 
restoration of its priorities." 

He says EPA employees ought to be able to embrace his priorities: "Think about how tangible it 
would be to the citizens of Washington state to finally have the Hanford nuclear site cleaned up. 
Think about how tangible it would be to the citizens along the Hudson River, to fix that 
pollution. These are some of the most direct things we can do to benefit our environment. That 
ought to get people at the agency excited. It ought to get people in this country excited." 

Mr. Pruitt has read those laws his agency is charged with enforcing, and they guide another 
major change: a rebalancing of power between Washington and the states. "Every statute makes 
clear this is supposed to be a cooperative relationship," he explains, "that Congress understood 
that a one-size-fits-all model doesn't work for environmental regulation, and that the state 
departments of environmental quality have an enormous role to play." 

He faults President Obama's EPA for its "attitude that the states are a vessel of federal will. They 
were aggressive about dictating to the states and displacing their authority and letting it be 
known they didn't trust the states." Mr. Pruitt has numbers to back up the claim: During the 
combined presidencies of George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, the EPA 
imposed five federal air-quality implementation plans on states. Mr. Obama's EPA imposed 56. 

States' rights were the motivating impulse behind Mr. Pruitt's lawsuits against the Obama 
administration, and he has plenty of examples of the benefits of letting states take the lead on 
pressing environmental problems. He mentions the progress that a state coalition has made on 
improving the habitat of the lesser prairie chicken, a threatened species. States have also clubbed 
together to tackle water pollution in the Chesapeake Bay. 

"There is this attitude that has grown of late that Oklahomans and Texans and Coloradans really 
don't care about the air they breathe or the water they drink," he says. "That's just not the case." 
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As a demonstration of his commitment to the devolution of power, he pledges to vigorously 
defend the portion of the EPA's annual $7 billion budget-roughly half-that goes to the states 
as funds and grants: "This is the front line of a lot ofthe work on air and water quality and 
infrastructure, and its very important that money continue." 

Mr. Pruitt argues that his renewed focus on statutes and federalism will help produce regulatory 
certainty, which will be good for business: "The greatest threat we've had to economic growth 
has been that those in industry don't know what is expected of them. Rules come that are outside 
of statutes. Rules get changed midway. It creates vast uncertainty and paralysis, and re
establishing a vigorous commitment to rule of law is going to help a lot.'' 

His focus on jobs and the economy sets him apart from some past EPA administrators. "I reject 
this paradigm that says we can't be both pro-environment and pro-energy," he says several times 
during the interview. "We are blessed with great national resources, and we should be good 
stewards of those. But we've been the best in the world at showing you do that while also 
growing jobs and the economy. Too many people put on a jersey in this fight. I want to send the 
message that we can and will do both." 

Leading the EPA will be a role reversal for the former attorney general, in that it will place him 
on the receiving end oflitigation. Lawsuits are proving to be the favorite weapon of the anti
Trump "resistance," and environmental groups have declared their intention to bury Mr. Pruitt in 
court filings if he attempts to "roll back" their agenda. Yet he's sanguine at the prospect. "Most 
lawsuits against the EPA historically have come either because ofthe agency's lack of regard for 
a statute, or because the EPA failed in an obligation or deadline,'' he says. "But we protect 
ourselves by hewing to the statutes. It will prove very difficult for environmental groups to sue 
on the grounds that they think one priority is more important than another-because that is 
something that really is at the discretion of agency." 

Speaking oflawsuits, Mr. Pruitt says he plans to end the practice known as "sue and settle." 
That's when a federal agency invites a lawsuit from an ideologically sympathetic group, with the 
intent to immediately settle. The goal is to hand the litigators a policy victory through the 
courts-thereby avoiding the rule-making process, transparency and public criticism. The 
Obama administration used lawsuits over carbon emissions as its pretext to create climate 
regulations. 

"There is a time and place to sometimes resolve litigation," Mr. Pruitt allows. "But don't use the 
judicial process to bypass accountability." Some conservatives have suggested the same tactic 
might be useful now that Republicans are in charge. "That's not going to happen," he insists. 
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"Regulation through litigation is simply wrong." Instead, Mr. Pruitt says, the EPA will return to 
a rule-making by the book. "We need to end this practice of issuing guidance, to get around the 
rule-making procedure. Or rushing things through, playing games on the timing." 

For similar reasons, Mr. Pruitt plans to overhaul the agency's procedure for producing scientific 
studies and cost-benefit analyses. "The citizens just don't trust that EPA is honest with these 
numbers," he says. "Let's get real, objective data, not just do modeling. Let's vigorously publish 
and peer-review science. Let's do honest cost-benefit work. We need to restore the trust." 

Ms. Strassel writes the Journal's Potomac Watch column. 

Appeared in the February 18,2017, print edition as 'A Back-to-Basics Agenda for the EPA.' 
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Trump and Pruitt, Making America Polluted Again- The New York Times 

D 

Opinion OP-ED COLUMNIST 

Trump and Pruitt, Making America Polluted Again 

Paul Krugman AUG. 25, 2011 

D 

Slcnm r·i:-:.ing fnnn the coni-fired Jim Bridger power plant uutsick Rfwk Spring:;. W_nl. 

Efforts to kill Obamacare have failed, at least for now. Tax "reform" which 

really means big tax cuts for the rich- faces doubtful prospects. Indeed) 

https://www.nytimes.cmn/20 I 7/0R/25'opinion!trump-pruitt-polluted-climate~.html[ 1/24/2018 I 0:54:20 AMl 
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Trump and Pruitt, Making America Polluted Again~ The New York Times 

these prospects may have become even more doubtful thanks to Louise 
Linton, wife of Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin: Her now iiLfnJJ1ULl~ 
lDstagram null: may open at least a few voters' eyes to the contempt 
"populist" Donald Trump's inner eirele really feels for the little people. 

So many observers are asking whether Trump can restart his stalled agenda. 
But that turns out to be a bad question, in a couple of ways. 

First, Trump doesn't really have an agenda beyond "winning.'' He has 
instincts and prejudices, but no interest in the details, or even the broad 
outlines, of policy. For example, it's obvious that he never had any idea what 
was in his own pmiy's health care plan. And he has definitely shown no 
interest in turning his populist rhetoric into anything concrete. 

As a result, whatever personal feuds Trump may have with the Republican 
establishment, that establishment -the same interest groups and 
ideologues who've been drh~ng G.O.P. positions for decades is setting his 
administration's policy agenda. 

Which brings me to my second point: While the legislative agenda does 
indeed appear stalled, a lot of what those interest groups want doesn't 
require legislation, and is anyihing but stalled. This is especially true for 
environmental policy, where decisions about how to interpret and enforce 
laws already on the books can have a huge impact. 
So Trump's true legacy may well be defined not by the laws he does or more 
likely doesn't pass, but by his decision to put Scott Pruitt in charge ofthe 
Em~ronmental Protection Agency. 

As Oklahoma's attorney general, Pruitt effectively acted as a servant, not of 
the public, but of polluting industries. That's not an accusation; it's 
\.'_\llJ fi rnu:~:Lll.Lhis_mm.llliLilli trail. 

Now, at a time when much of the Trump administration seems paralyzed by 
lack ofleadership and key personnel, Pruitt is firing on all cylinders -but 
not because he's making the E.P.A. more effective. On the contrary, he's 
engaged in sabotage from the top, moving quickly to lllliknninc_b.i.s.1mi! 
iJ.g~'Jll'i;i __ miss.illn- not just its effmis against climate change, but its role in 
protecting the environment across the board. 

https://www .nytimes.com/2017 /08/25/opinion/trump~pruitt~polluted~c!imate-.html[ l/24/20 18 I 0:54:20 AM I 
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Trump and Pmitt, Making America Polluted Again ~The New York Times 

Sign Up for the Opinion Today 
Newsletter 
Every ·v.leekday, get thougflt·-provokmg 
Gomnlentary frorn Op-Ed co!ur-nn1sts. the 
ed1tona! boarcl and contnbuting wnters frmn 
around the world< 

I Enter your email address I st,, u, 

O You to 
The 

Trump won't make Americ.a great again, but Pruitt, who clearly has Trump's 
full backing, can do a lot to make it polluted again. 

This is an unpopular agenda, or it would be if people knew about it. 

The improvement in air and water quality since the E.P.A. was founded in 
1970 is one of Amerka's great policy success stories. It's also largely unsung. 

When Donald 11:W.llll-\lili:'-J,Il1ll\~. New York's air was filthy, and killer smogs 
sometimes killed hundreds; meanwhile, New York's own governor described 
the Hudson as "one great septic tank." But Trump probably doesn't 
remember that or realize that regulation made the difference, and neither do 
n1any voters. 

True, that could change quickly if people realized that the relatively clean air 
and water they take for granted was being put at risk. Think of how support 
for the Affordable Care Act ~lL~'ll:Ll once people realized that coverage for 
millions might really be taken away. There would be a similar but even 
bigger surge in support for environmental protection if, say, Republicans 
tried to repeal the Clean Water Act. 

As I said, however, Pruitt can do a lot of barm without changing the law. He 
can, for example, on a pesticide tbat the E.P.A.'s own 
scientists say may damage children's nervous systems, Or he can move to 
o><~.!:iljl_lL!M that would limit heavy-metal contamination from power-plant 

https://Vv'"\\'W .nytimes.com/20 17 /08/25/opinion/trumpwpruitt~polluted-c!imate~.html[ I /24/2018 10:54:20 AM] 
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Trump and Pruitt, Making America Polluted Again· The New York Times 

wastewater. 

And he can cripple enforcement of the rules he doesn't undo simply by 

working with Trump to starve his own agency of personnel and funds. The 

Trump budget released in May won't actually become law, but it was an 

indication of priorities and it called for clllliD&Jiw.din,~ for the E.P.A. by 

:11 percent, more than any other agency. 

Individually, no one of these actions is likely to be treated as front-page 

news, especially given everything else going on. Cumulatively, however, they 

will kill or cripple large numbers of Americans- for that is what pollution 

does, even if the damage is gradual and sometimes invisible. 

By the way, if you're wondering whether an anti-environmental agenda will 

at least be good for job creation, the answer is no, it won't. Coal jobs, in 

particular, aren't coming back no matter how much leeway we give 

corporations to l.lliJlli.h.cJJI!&J.l.ff.ulilll.lilliirl:i and dnmp toxins in waterways. 
This agenda will, however, be worth billions to certain campaign donors. 

So don't say that the administration's agenda is stalled. Some parts are, bnt 

other parts are moYing right along. When it comes to environmental policy, 
Trump"~]] definitely change America -and his legacy will literally be toxic. 

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on 

and sign up for the """'"-'"'=J.!<ce!QJU.t<-:n'="'"'"· 

NEWS 

World 

https:!Jwww.nytimes.com/20 17 /08/25/opinion/trump-pmitt-polluted-climate-.htm 1[ l/24/20 18 10:54:20 AM} 
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\\hat chiefScottl'rulll prom1scd ~" and \\hath'"'s(hlllt 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 

What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised - and 

he's done 

AM EDT 

l1ttp~·~ ·,\\\W.politico.com/intcractivcsl2017/s<eott-pmin-pr0mises/[ {/l.f/2018 1 t :38:35 /\.1\41 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised- and what he's done 

For Scott Pruitt, "back to basics" has 
translated to "back off." 

The Environmental Protection Agency administrator came into 

office promising to discard his predecessor's "overreaching" focus 

on climate change and concentrate on what he called the agency's 

real mission: cleaning up the air, water and land. 

https://v.'\vw.politico.com/interactives/20 17/scott-pruitt-promises/[1/24/2018 11:38:35 AMj 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised---· and what he's done 

But instead, Pruitt has rolled back or stalled environmental 

protections, given the fossil fuel and chemistry industries more sway 

over public health decisions and taken steps that critics fear will 

undermine work on pollution cleanups, according to a POLITICO 

analysis of what he's accomplished to date. He says he will be tough 

on environmental crimes, but his agency is also easing up on 

enforcement and collecting far less in penalties than previous 

administrations, 

Pruitt is the most unorthodox EPA administrator in decades, an 

avowed critic of the agency who has alienated much of his career 

staff. He's spent heavily on travel to meet with business executives 

and GOP leaders, who want to see a much weaker EPA and could 

back Pruitt in a future political campaign. He has declined to 

disclose his daily schedule, employs a large entourage of bodyguards 

and built a "privacy booth" for communications in his office. He has 

questioned manmade climate change and kicked respected scientists 

off his advisory boards, replacing them with representatives from 

the businesses and the states he regulates. 

Obama and Trump's EPAs compared 
Actions the Environmental Protection Agency took 

during the first eight months of the Obama and Trump 

administrations reflect the differing priorities of each 

presidency. 

Type of action 2009 2017 

Delay or withdrawal 14 47 

https://wv .. w.politico.com/interactives/20 17/scott~pruitt~promises/I'J/24/2018 11 :38:35 AM] 



1452 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:36 Oct 15, 2018 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00718 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 S:\_EPW\DOCS\32378.TXT SONYA 30
59

91
.2

36

What EPA chief Scott Pmitt promised --and "vhat he"s done 

Significant proposed rules• 

Significant final rules 

Action on state cleanup plans 

Declarations that areas met or missed 

standards 

Superfund decisions 

19 2 

15 6 

213 378 

28 33 

54 37 

Source: POLITICO analysis of Federal Register data from Jan. 21-Sept 

25 in 2009 and 2017 

Still, Pruitt, who regularly references his Christian faith, says God 

wants people to be stewards of the earth. And an agency spokesman 

said that so far, Pruitt has visited more than 25 states, taken action 

on major Obama-era regulations and the nation's most-polluted 

sites, and increased the number of EPA enforcement agents, which 

had declined under the previous administration. 

"We're only 10 months on the job and eight years from today, 

Americans will be impressed with how President Trump and 

Administrator Pruitt were able to protect the environment and 

American jobs," said EPA spokesman J ahan Wilcox. 

But Judith Enck, a New York-based regional EPA administrator 

under former President Barack Obama, said Pruitt's rhetoric doesn't 

match his record. 

https://www.politico.com/interactives/20 17 /scott~pruitt~promises/[ 1124/20 18 11 :38:35 AM] 
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"You can't have clean air and you can't have clean water if you're 

going to roll back crucial environmental rules and not enforce the 

rules we have on the " said who recently returned from 

hurricane damage in the Virgin Islands. "We'll see the effects 

very soon." 

To get beyond the rhetoric and competing POLITICO 

compared EPA's Federal Register for the first eight months of 

the Trump administration with the same period for Obama's 

presidency in 2009. They show a significant increase in how often 

the agency has withdrawn or regulations this year, along 

with a decrease in new regulations. The data also show that Pruitt 

has sped up approvals of state plans to battle air pollution a fact 

that his allies consider a sign of progress, but which 

environmentalists cite as evidence that he is rubber-stamping lax 

plans. 

Enforcing air standards 
Congress has instructed EPA to periodically consider tightening 

standards for pollutants like smog-forming ozone and 

damaging soot, based on the latest science about their effects on 

human health. EPA is in charge of setting national standards and 

evaluating states' plans to reach them. 

But Pruitt said he wants to meet older air rules, like the 

George W. Bush administration's weaker 2008 ozone standard, 

before focusing on more recent ones. He has not announced which 

regions have failed to meet the 2015 standard, delaying a years-long 

h1tps:/'W\\"w,pnlitico.coJWint.:racti\'CSi20J71scott~pruitt-promis~sif! /24-/20 l8 11 :~8:35 AM! 
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What EPA chid' Scott PJUitt promised- and what he's done 

process for enforcing those limits. 

PROMISE 

Clean up air pollution 
Pruitt often praises the improvements in U.S. air quality since the Clean 

Air Act was passed in the early 1970s. But he also says Obama should 

have done more to meet existing standards before issuing newer, tighter 

limits on pollutants, such as a 2015 ozone standard that drew opposition 

from business groups. 

IN PRUITT'S OWN WORDS 

"One-hundred-twenty million people in this country live in areas 

that don't meet air quality standards. That's what the previous 

administration left us with," Pruitt told a Heritage Foundation 

event in October. 

In line with his promise 

(7) Plans to keep EPA's existing 

_/ standards for nitrogen oxide 

and sulfur dioxide. which cause 

respiratory problems and acid rain. 

0 Advanced or approved a 

higher number of state 

implementation plans for cutting 

pollution than the Obama 

administration did in its first eight 

months. 

Not in line 
Missed a key deadline for 

implementing Obama's 2015 

ozone poilution limits and has not 

indicated when EPA will require 

polluted areas to take action. 

Instead formed an ozone task force. 

Moved to rescind Obamn·s 

Clean Power Plan. which 

would have reduced planet-warming 

carbon emissions and harmful air 

pollutants from coal plants. 

() 

Plans to ease Obama's auto 

pollution standards. 

Delayed the legal defense of 

Obama's standards for 

mercury and air taxies from power 

plants. 

1\ 

https://www.politico.com/interactives/20 17/scott*pmitt*promiscs/[ 1/24/2018 11:38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chie[Scott Pmitt promised·--· and what he's done 

Halted an Obama-era order to 

prevent states from 

exempting power plants, refineries 

and chemical manufacturers from 

pollution standards when they are 

starting up, shutting down or 

malfunctioning, 

(J Defended a White House 

~ budget proposal that would 

cut money for state regulators who 

test air quality and carry out federal 

laws -despite his public vow to 

push for funding. 

He has also criticized Obama's EPA for rejecting state 

implementation plans that the agency deemed to be too lax, 

complaining that it demonstrated a "we know best" attitude in 

Washington. 

Pruitt's EPA has signed off on 378 actions related to state plans as of 

Sept. 25, compared with 213 during the same period under Obama. 

But Natural Resources Defense Council lawyer John Walke said 

those numbers may show that EPA is rushing to sign off on weak 

plans, rather than ensuring that the states are putting in place 

sufficient protections. For example, environmentalists complained 

after EPA released a plan in October to reduce haze-forming 

emissions from Texas power plants that they said was "drastically" 

weaker than the Obama administration's initial proposal. 

State and local regulators want to comply with current air standards, 

https://\HVW.po!itico.com/intcractives/2017/scottwpruittwpromises/(1/24/2018 11:38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised-- and what he·s done 

said Miles Keogh, executive director of the National Association of 

Clean Air Agencies, but they also need federal money to do so. The 

White House has suggested slashing those funds, although Congress 

is likely to keep them at or near last year's level. 

Supercharging Superfund? 
Pruitt's actions could be seen as speeding up the cleanup at polluted 

sites, but environmental advocates say they are toothless and could 

actually hurt the overall effort. 

"The top 10 list, which he claimed would accelerate cleanups, 

actually entails taking money from some cleanups and putting it in 

other cleanups," said Elgie Holstein, senior director for strategic 

planning at the Environmental Defense Fund. 

PROMISE 

Clean up Superfund sites 
EPA has logged more than 1,300 hazardous waste sites into its 

Superfund program, many of them decades old. Polluters typically pay 

for cleanup as part of legal agreements with EPA. When they don't, 

taxpayers are on the hook. 

IN PRUITT'S OWN WORDS 

''The American people dese!Ve, in my view, leadership on how to 
remediate those sites. That's some of the most tangible benefits 

we can provide folks environmentally," Pruitt said at the Heritage 
event. "We have more sites now than when President Obama 

came into office." 

In line with his Not in line 

https://w\',.,.,-,politico.com/interactives/20 17 /scott-pruitt-promises/( 1/24/20 18 II :38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised·- and what he's done 

Suggested a top-1 0 list of 

priority sites for the agency to 

aggressively address. 

0 Ordered all Superfund 

cleanup plans costing more 

than $50 million to get his personal 

approval 

(../J Issued a task force list of 42 

~ recommendations for the 

Supetfund program, including steps 

to speed up the assessment. review 

and decision processes. 

Ordered two companies to 

pay $'115 million to clean up 

the San Jacinto Superfund site in 

Houston. one of two sites 

significantly damaged by flooding 

from Hurricane Harvey. 

Signed off on a White House 

budget proposal that would 

strip $330 million from the $1.1 

billion Superfund program and cut 

funding for the Justice Department 

to enforce cases. 

Has endorsed further staff 

and resource cuts that could 

make it more difficult to expedite 

cleanups. 

That "opens the door to lobbyists trying to push for attention for one 

site versus another," Holstein said. 

The Superfund program is famously problematic, largely because it 

lacks money for cleanups. Congress has been reluctant to hand over 

more money for the cases when EPA can't force polluters to pay. 

Trump's proposed budget cuts would worsen that situation. 

Pruitt frequently criticizes Obama's EPA for adding more sites to the 

Superfund list than it cleaned up. He also points out that past 

administrations from both parties have been slow to act on some 

sites, such as the West Lake landfill near St. Louis, which holds 

https:/ /www.politico.com/interactives/20 17 /scott~pruitt ~promises/[1/24/20 l8 II :3 8:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised- and what he's done 

thousands of tons of radioactive waste from the Manhattan Project. 

It was added to the Superfund list in 1990, but EPA has yet to 

determine how to clean it up. 

The Obama administration cleaned up and dclistcd 60 Superfund 

sites and added 142 sites over eight years. So far under Pruitt, EPA 

has deleted two sites and added seven. 

Cleaning up drinking water- but where's the money? 
Adam Krantz, CEO ofthe National Association of Clean Water 

Agencies, which oversee wastewater and stormwater systems, said 

he hasn't seen Pruitt or his agency have a "rapid or deep desire to 

change or roll back major regulations that really affect our 

members." 

PROMISE 

Upgrade water infrastructure and promote 
clean water 
Pruitt has highlighted the lead contamination in the drinking water in Flint, 

Michigan, as the type of disaster his agency aims to prevent. 

IN PRUITT'S OWN WORDS 

"We have a water infrastructure issue right now across this 

country. It's not just roads and bridges," Pruitt told a meeting of 

the U.S. Conference of Mayors in March. 

In line with his promise 0 Supports a White House 

- budget proposal that would 

provide a 1 percent increase for 

Not in line 
Rescinded pending Obama 

regulation requiring dentists to 

keep mercury from entering the 

https://\vv,w.politico.com/interactives/20 17/scott~pruitt~promises/f 1/24/20 18 II :38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised~ and what he's done 

EPA's State Revolving Funds, which 

provide low-interest loans to states 

for water projects. 

Could provide additional 

money for water projects as 

part of the White House's promise to 

push for an infrastructure spending 

package. 

water supply - but then reissued it 

months later amid lawsuits. 

Moved to withdraw and 

replace the Obama-era 

Waters ofthe United States rule, a 

sweeping regulation that seeks to 
define the waters and wetlands the 

federal government can regulate. 

Supports a White House 

budget proposal that would 

cut funding for water cleanup 

projects, including those in the 

Chesapeake Bay, the Great Lakes 

and Puget Sound. 

Trump has pushed a $1 trillion plan to revamp the nation's 

infrastructure over a decade that could funnel funds to water 

infrastructure, although the White House has offered few details on 

how it intends to pay for that package and get it through Congress. 

Based on suggestions the administration has released so far, about 

So percent of the money would come from private parties or state or 

local governments. 

Undoing Obama's climate agenda 
Pruitt has discounted the science showing that manmade emissions 

are the primary cause of climate change and argued that EPA 

overstepped its authority with Obama's Clean Power Plan. He has 

long been a backer of fossil fuels, and the oil and gas industry 

supported his campaigns in Oklahoma. 

https://www.politico.com/interactives/20 17/scott~pmittwpromiscs/[1/24/2018 11 :38:35 AMl 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised- and what he's done 

"God has blessed us with natural resources," Pruitt told POLITICO 

in July. "Let's use them to feed the world. Let's use them to power 

the world. Let's use them to protect the world." 

PROMISE 

Halt climate regulations and challenge the 
scientific research behind global warming 
As attorney general of Oklahoma, Pruitt fought EPA's climate regulations 

for the power sector. Now, he's proposed withdrawing the standards, 

saying the Obama EPA overreached its legal authority. He disagrees 

with the accepted science that human activities, mainly burning fossil 

fuels, are the main cause of the planet's warming, increased extreme 

weather and sea-level rise. 

IN PRUITT'S OWN WORDS 

On climate change: "I think that measuring with precision human 

activity on the climate is something very challenging to do and 

there's tremendous disagreement about the degree of impact," 

Pruitt told CNBC. "So no, I would not agree that [carbon dioxide 

is] a primary contributor to the global warming that we see. But 

we don't know that yet, we need to continue to debate, continue 

the review and analysis." 

In line with his promise 
Proposed hosting public 

debates on the merits of 

mainstream climate science, an idea 

that scientists widely criticized as 

unnecessary given the huge volume 

of research showing that manmade 

climate change poses a serious 

threat. 

n Moved to withdraw EPA's 

~) Clean Power Plan, a key part 

of Obama's climate policies. which 

Not in line 

https;//\v\vw.politico.com/interactives/20 17 /sC()tt-pruitt~promisesl[ 1/24/2018 11 :38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised-·~ a11d what he's done 

would curb greenhouse gases from 

fossil-fuel-fired power plants 32 

percent below 2005 levels by 2030. 

o Proposed to delay a rule 

limiting planet-warming 

methane pollution from new oil and 

gas wells. and halted progress 

toward a rule for existing wells. 

o Is reconsidering Obama's 

tightened mileage standards 

for automobiles and parts of a fuel 

efficiency standards for large trucks. 

Successfully lobbied Trump 

to exit the Paris climate 

agreement 

Removed climate change 

information from government 

websites. 

i':;, Supports a White Hause 

\...:_} budget proposal that would 

eliminate climate programs, as well 

as spending on science and 

research 

Pruitt hasn't committed to replacing the Clean Power Plan or ruled 

out the possibility of trying to overturn a years-old legal finding that 

requires EPA to curb greenhouse gas emissions. He wants to 

publicly debate the science, which many industry supporters fear 

would be a losing and embarrassing effort. 

httrs://www.politico.com/interactives/20 17/scott-pruitt~promises/[1/24/2018 11:38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised-- and what he's done 

Meanwhile, Pruitt's Clean Power Plan repeal is facing lawsuits from 

states and environmental groups, which say he won't have the final 

word. 

"The second step here is a final [withdrawal] that survives legal 

challenges," Walke, ofthe Natural Resources Defense Council, said 

of the effort to eliminate the Clean Power Plan. "Scott Pruitt has not 

had any ofthose yet. Let's wait and see how successful he is." 

The power sector's greenhouse gas emissions have been declining 

even without Obama's climate rule. But those emissions represent 

less than one third oftotal U.S. carbon pollution, and Pruitt has not 

taken steps to curb greenhouse gases from other industries. 

Pledging more 'respect' for states and businesses 
Pruitt has touted his outreach to businesses and states, which he 

says bear the brunt of EPA regulations but were shut out of the 

process under Obama. He's gotten mixed reviews from the states 

themselves, whose responses are largely divided along party lines. 

Dan Byers, vice president of policy for the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce's Global Energy Institute, lauded Pruitt's approach but 

said it's too early to tell whether his moves to relax regulations will 

succeed. 

https:/lwww.politico.com/interactivcs/20 17/scott-pruitt-promises/[ 1/24/2018 11:38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pruitt promised~ and what he's done 

PROMISE 

Put more responsibility for environmental 
protection in the hands of states and 
businesses 
Pruitt has described EPA's past efforts to regulate greenhouse gas 

emissions and water pollution as overreaching, "arrogant" and 

"paternalistic." He has called for states to have a bigger role in carrying 

out federal environment laws, although his agency's budget proposal 

would cut much of the federal money they rely on. 

IN PRUITT'S OWN WORDS 

On states: "Where the past administration missed it is they didn't 

respect the role of states . ... They saw them as adversan"es as 

opposed to partners. That's just wrongheaded," Pruitt said in an 

Octobor interview. On regulating companies: "There aren't 

enough people that this agency can hire to stand on evefY comer 

in this count!Y to look over the shoulder of all these companies 

and say 'do this' or 'do that.' What we have to have are people 

who are committed to care about outcomes . ... Most of those 

folks do," Pruitt said in an interview with Time. 

In line with his promise 
(~ Moved to withdraw major 

\,_J clrmate. water and other 

regulations that some states and 

businesses have opposed. 

Launched a Smart Sectors 

program that assigns an EPA 

contact for each industry 

Initiated regulatory reform 

task forces, including one to 

consider changes to an air 

permitting program known as New 

Source Review, which the utility. 

manufacturing and chemical 

industries have complained about 

for decades. 

Not in line 
Q Supports a White House 

budget proposal that would 

nix almost 20 percent of funding that 

helps states pay for environmental 

projects and staff. 

Is carrying out further staffing 

cuts. including the potential 

for closing certain regional officeso 

all of which would may make 

outreach harder. 

https://w\vw.politico.com/interactives/2017/scott~pruitt~promises/[l/24/2018 II :38:35 AM] 
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What EPA chief Scott Pmitt promised- and what he's done 

~) Gave industry a greater role 
in negotiations with green 

groups that sue EPA seeking tighter 

regulations. 

13 Restructured science 

~ advisory boards to include 

more industry and state interests. 

Under Obama, there was "at least a sense that we would have a nice 

polite meeting, but that feedback was moot because the path had 

already been decided," Byers said. "Now there's a feeling of a true 

partnership." 

Similarly, Julia Anastasio, executive director of the Association of 

Clean Water Administrators, said Pruitt's approach with states is 

"refreshing." Her members thought previous administrations 

treated the EPA-state dynamic like a "parent-child relationship," 

rather than a "co-partnership or collaboration of equals," she said. 

But Pruitt's outreach has been selective: He has almost exclusively 

visited Republican states, making media appearances with GOP 

governors, including Nebraska's Pete Ricketts, who said his state 

was "ecstatic" about the withdrawal of the Waters of the U.S. rule. 

Sen. Tom Carper also noted in an August letter to Pruitt that EPA's 

grant database showed awards to Democratic-leaning states -

including Delaware, Massachusetts and California- had declined 

compared with 2016. EPA has not yet responded to that letter, 

according to a Carper spokeswoman. 

https:/ /v .. '\Hv.politico.com/interactives/20 17/scott·pruitt·promises/[1/24/20 18 11 :38:35 A MJ 
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\Vhat EPA chief Scott Pmitt promised~ and what he's done 

Democratic-led states, meanwhile, plan to go to court to fight many 

of Pruitt's anti-regulatory plans. 

Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.) said he's concerned Pruitt's actions are 

already causing real damage. 

"I think it's having a really major impact and it's really 

discouraging," Beyer said in an interview. "I just can't wait for these 

next three years and three months to be up." 

Anthony Adragna contributed to this report. Development by Lily 

Mihalik. 

https://v,ww.politko,com!lnteractives/20 17 /scott-pnJitt-promises/[1/2.:1/2018 I ! :38:35 AM] 
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The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
LLS, Environmental Protection 
1200 Pennsylvania Avemw, :\iW 
Washntgtc>n, DC 204!)0 

Re: 

Dear Mr. Pmitt: 

30,2018 

As Gov<:';mor of the State of Delaware, let this serve as my request that you exercise 
the waiver authority contained in Clean Air Act Section 211(o)(7)(A)(i) to reduce the nationwide 
renewable fud volume mandates in orde.r to relief to the refiners in Delaware and elsewhere 

tremendous due to the cuttent and proposed 1w!U1ne 
m<mo:ate:s. 11tis request is based the dctritncntal. effect that that the costs 
associated with the Renewable Standards ("RFS") will have on the industry both in 
Delaware and throughout the rest of the l\·fid,Atlantic cconmny, 

Pursuant to CAA Section the United States Environmental Protection 
("EPA") has the bro~d authority to gr-.mt a waiver RFS, in whole or in part, upon a 

detemlination that of the would severely ha:tnl the economy or 
environment of a State, a or the United States!' I request that you consider reducing 
volumes to a level that will allow Delaware refineries to avoid the severe economic harm that would 
be caused by compliance with the hlgh costs 
("RINs") to comply with the RFS. 

the State 
Atlantic region, tllC national because of the extremely significant and unreasonable 
compliance costs associated with R!Ns tl1at will be placed on refmeries. R1Ns ptices are 
approximately 1 gallon after mid-30 cents per range earlier 
this year ~ 20() pe.rcent increase. The and incrcas<cs in costs to the rcfmety 

directly lead to devastating job losses in Delaware and the region. 1\ waiver 
is necessary to not only preserve the jobs in Ddawarc, hut to also maintain 
affordable, rdiable fuel supplies for consumers and preserve in the US. 

In a letter to you last year, I outlined how Delaware's central location in the JYfid-Atlantk, 
between major cities like New Phil:1dclphia, Baltimore, and D.C., and 
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The Honoroble Scott Pruitt 
January 30, 2018 
Page 2 of2 

in the wate,ts off the eastern seaboard, allows our refinery industry 
source here in Delaware. It is also an economic fot the state and 

region. '.lbe Delaware City refinery has 560 full-time employees, with an additiona\250-300 
conttactors. The plant can employ as many as 2,000 more craft workers during major maintenance 
periods known as "turnarounds." Without their presence here, hundreds of Delawareans would be 
without: a job. 

Hut, the Demware City refinety simply does not have the large rcrminals and distribution 
infrastnlcture to blend ethanol into gasoline, so it is retju.ired to buy credits from oil 
companies that have such and, thus, have excess credits. Due to flawed 
system, Delaware's only refinery over $90 million in RIN costs last year. 

The vast majority of other refmeries on the East Coast face similar situation. After 
spending more than $250 million on RINs, Philadelphia Energy Solutions ("PES") was forced to 
eliminate jobs and cut benefits. Tht' job losses that already occurred have a significant 
multiplier effect that have resulted in economic ham1 to tlte Mid-Atlantic region. And, just this 
week, PES filed for Chapter 11 due to the significant financial strain of complying with 
its RlN obligations. Delaware cannot the se,vere economic harm already occurring from Rl:-.J 
costs to spread any further. 

re<:er,t<;xr•enicnce hi;?hl.igltts tl1e need for regional to 

the; pr:eviou,slymcntion<:d fuel supply on the East 

pu<""'P""'• of over 25 cents per gallon when 
""'''""'"·' <n the Gulf Coast. Gulf 
fu;~l SUPII)ly via Co!on:iall'ipeline. 

spikes have been even more severe the of the East 
The threat of skyrocketing RIN costs on East Coast 

the constant potential for fuel supply disruptions and price spikes in an emergency a permanent risk 
for seveTe economic harm. 

We need a Renewable Fuel Standard policy that truly balances both the needs of our 
economy and our environment. lt is that we work to reduce the United States' 

rr<>fti""'. ,.,,.,];,.;,, that work to both stabilize the RlN m:u:ket and etlSute 

in and the tvfid.Atlantic continue remain sttong- For 
al1 the reasons, I tespectfully re.quest that you exercise your waiver authority to reduce the 
renewable fuel mandates pursuant to Section 211 (o)(7) of the CAA.. decision will help ensure 
that Delawru:eans keep their jobs, provide for their families, and make ow: economy stronger than 
ever. 

Please do not hesitate to contJ<('t me if you additional questions ot eonc<::tns. 
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