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[House Appropriations Committee Print] 

Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009 

(H.R. 2638; P.L. 110–329) 

DIVISION E—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2009 
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[CLERK’S NOTE: Four sections which precede division A in the 
Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appro-
priations Act apply to all divisions of the Act, including this one. 
The text of these sections is as follows: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consolidated Security, Disaster As-
sistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

[Text omitted for purposes of this note] 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any reference to ‘‘this 
Act’’ or ‘‘this joint resolution’’ contained in any division of this Act 
shall be treated as referring only to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 

The explanatory statement regarding this legislation, printed in 
the House of Representatives section of the Congressional Record 
on or about September 24, 2008 by the Chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations of the House, shall have the same effect with re-
spect to the allocation of funds and implementation of this Act as 
if it were a joint explanatory statement of a committee of con-
ference. 

Reproduced below is the text of division E of the Consolidated Se-
curity, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009 (H.R. 2638; P. L. 110–329) as presented to the President for 
signature.] 
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LEGISLATIVE TEXT, DIVISION E 

DIVISION E—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS 
AFFAIRS AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2009 

That the following sums are appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2009, and for other purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, military installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Army as currently authorized by law, in-
cluding personnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and other per-
sonal services necessary for the purposes of this appropriation, and 
for construction and operation of facilities in support of the func-
tions of the Commander in Chief, $4,692,648,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2013: Provided, That of this amount, not 
to exceed $178,685,000 shall be available for study, planning, de-
sign, architect and engineer services, and host nation support, as 
authorized by law, unless the Secretary of Defense determines that 
additional obligations are necessary for such purposes and notifies 
the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the determination and the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
the amount appropriated in this paragraph shall be for the projects 
and activities, and in the amounts, specified under the heading 
‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, and under the headings ‘‘Army’’ in 
the table entitled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act): Provided further, That of the funds appro-
priated for ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ under Public Law 110– 
5, $34,720,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided further, That of the 
funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ under Public 
Law 110–161, $16,600,000 are hereby rescinded. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, naval installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Navy and Marine Corps as currently au-
thorized by law, including personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:29 Oct 22, 2008 Jkt 044807 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\A807P6.XXX A807P6rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



710 

neering Command and other personal services necessary for the 
purposes of this appropriation, $3,333,369,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2013: Provided, That of this amount, not to ex-
ceed $246,528,000 shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as authorized by law, unless 
the Secretary of Defense determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the determination and the 
reasons therefor: Provided further, That the amount appropriated 
in this paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Navy 
and Marine Corps’’, and under the headings ‘‘Navy’’ in the table en-
titled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act). 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, military installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Air Force as currently authorized by law, 
$1,117,746,000, to remain available until September 30, 2013: Pro-
vided, That of this amount, not to exceed $93,436,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary of Defense de-
termines that additional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and the reasons therefor: 
Provided further, That the amount appropriated in this paragraph 
shall be for the projects and activities, and in the amounts, speci-
fied under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, and 
under the headings ‘‘Air Force’’ in the table entitled ‘‘Military Con-
struction’’, in the explanatory statement described in section 4 (in 
the matter preceding division A of this consolidated Act): Provided 
further, That of the funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construction, 
Air Force’’ under Public Law 110–161, $20,821,000 are hereby re-
scinded. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER AND RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, installations, facilities, and real 
property for activities and agencies of the Department of Defense 
(other than the military departments), as currently authorized by 
law, $1,695,204,000, to remain available until September 30, 2013: 
Provided, That such amounts of this appropriation as may be de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense may be transferred to such 
appropriations of the Department of Defense available for military 
construction or family housing as the Secretary may designate, to 
be merged with and to be available for the same purposes, and for 
the same time period, as the appropriation or fund to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That of the amount appropriated, not to 
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exceed $186,060,000 shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as authorized by law, unless 
the Secretary of Defense determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the determination and the 
reasons therefor: Provided further, That the amount appropriated 
in this paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, De-
fense-Wide’’, and under the headings ‘‘Defense-Wide’’ in the table 
entitled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act): Provided further, That of the funds appropriated for 
‘‘Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’ under Public Law 108–324, 
$3,589,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated under this heading may be obligated or ex-
pended for site activation or construction of a long-range missile 
defense system in a European country until the government of the 
country in which such missile defense system (including intercep-
tors and associated radars) is proposed to be deployed has given 
final approval (including parliamentary ratification) to any missile 
defense agreements negotiated between such government and the 
United States Government concerning the proposed deployment of 
such components in such country. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Army 
National Guard, and contributions therefor, as authorized by chap-
ter 1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $736,317,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2013: Provided, That the amount appropriated in this 
paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army 
National Guard’’, and under the headings ‘‘Army National Guard’’ 
in the table entitled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division 
A of this consolidated Act): Provided further, That of the funds ap-
propriated for ‘‘Military Construction, Army National Guard’’ under 
Public Law 110–161, $1,400,000 are hereby rescinded. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Air 
National Guard, and contributions therefor, as authorized by chap-
ter 1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $242,924,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2013: Provided, That the amount appropriated in this 
paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air 
National Guard’’, and under the headings ‘‘Air National Guard’’ in 
the table entitled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the explanatory state-
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ment described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act). 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Army 
Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United States 
Code, and Military Construction Authorization Acts, $282,607,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2013: Provided, That the 
amount appropriated in this paragraph shall be for the projects 
and activities, and in the amounts, specified under the heading 
‘‘Military Construction, Army Reserve’’, and under the headings 
‘‘Army Reserve’’ in the table entitled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act). 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine Corps as authorized by 
chapter 1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $57,045,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2013: Provided, That the amount appropriated in 
this paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Navy 
Reserve’’, and under the headings ‘‘Navy Reserve’’ in the table enti-
tled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act). 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Air 
Force Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United 
States Code, and Military Construction Authorization Acts, 
$36,958,000, to remain available until September 30, 2013: Pro-
vided, That the amount appropriated in this paragraph shall be for 
the projects and activities, and in the amounts, specified under the 
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air Force Reserve’’, and under the 
headings ‘‘Air Force Reserve’’ in the table entitled ‘‘Military Con-
struction’’, in the explanatory statement described in section 4 (in 
the matter preceding division A of this consolidated Act). 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 

SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

For the United States share of the cost of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization Security Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities and installations (includ-
ing international military headquarters) and for related expenses 
for the collective defense of the North Atlantic Treaty Area as au-
thorized by section 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
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tary Construction Authorization Acts, $230,867,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For expenses of family housing for the Army for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion, extension, 
and alteration, as authorized by law, $646,580,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2013: Provided, That the amount appro-
priated in this paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, 
and in the amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Family Housing 
Construction, Army’’, and under the heading ‘‘Family Housing Con-
struction, Army’’ in the table entitled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in 
the explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated Act). 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

For expenses of family housing for the Army for operation and 
maintenance, including debt payment, leasing, minor construction, 
principal and interest charges, and insurance premiums, as author-
ized by law, $716,110,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the Navy and Marine Corps 
for construction, including acquisition, replacement, addition, ex-
pansion, extension, and alteration, as authorized by law, 
$380,123,000, to remain available until September 30, 2013: Pro-
vided, That the amount appropriated in this paragraph shall be for 
the projects and activities, and in the amounts, specified under the 
heading ‘‘Family Housing Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’, 
and under the heading ‘‘Family Housing Construction, Navy and 
Marine Corps’’ in the table entitled ‘‘Military Construction’’, in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act). 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the Navy and Marine Corps 
for operation and maintenance, including debt payment, leasing, 
minor construction, principal and interest charges, and insurance 
premiums, as authorized by law, $376,062,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

For expenses of family housing for the Air Force for construction, 
including acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion, extension, 
and alteration, as authorized by law, $395,879,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2013: Provided, That the amount appro-
priated in this paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, 
and in the amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Family Housing 
Construction, Air Force’’, and under the heading ‘‘Family Housing 
Construction, Air Force’’ in the table entitled ‘‘Military Construc-
tion’’, in the explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consolidated Act). 
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FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

For expenses of family housing for the Air Force for operation 
and maintenance, including debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and insurance premiums, as 
authorized by law, $594,465,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For expenses of family housing for the activities and agencies of 
the Department of Defense (other than the military departments) 
for operation and maintenance, leasing, and minor construction, as 
authorized by law, $49,231,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND 

For the Department of Defense Family Housing Improvement 
Fund, $850,000, to remain available until expended, for family 
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to section 2883 of title 10, 
United States Code, providing alternative means of acquiring and 
improving military family housing and supporting facilities. 

HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE FUND 

For the Homeowners Assistance Fund established by section 
1013 of the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan Development 
Act of 1966, as amended (42 U.S.C. 3374), $4,500,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

CHEMICAL DEMILITARIZATION CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For expenses of construction, not otherwise provided for, nec-
essary for the destruction of the United States stockpile of lethal 
chemical agents and munitions in accordance with section 1412 of 
the Department of Defense Authorization Act, 1986 (50 U.S.C. 
1521), and for the destruction of other chemical warfare materials 
that are not in the chemical weapon stockpile, as currently author-
ized by law, $144,278,000, to remain available until September 30, 
2013, which shall be only for the Assembled Chemical Weapons Al-
ternatives program: Provided, That the amount appropriated in 
this paragraph shall be for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified under the heading ‘‘Chemical Demilitarization 
Construction, Defense-Wide’’ in the table entitled ‘‘Military Con-
struction’’ in the explanatory statement described in section 4 (in 
the matter preceding division A of this consolidated Act). 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 1990 

For deposit into the Department of Defense Base Closure Ac-
count 1990, established by section 2906(a)(1) of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
$458,377,000, to remain available until expended. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 2005 

For deposit into the Department of Defense Base Closure Ac-
count 2005, established by section 2906A(a)(1) of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
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$8,765,613,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That 
the Department of Defense shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress 14 days prior to obligating an 
amount for a construction project that exceeds or reduces the 
amount identified for that project in the most recently submitted 
budget request for this account by 20 percent or $2,000,000, which-
ever is less: Provided further, That the previous proviso shall not 
apply to projects costing less than $5,000,000, except for those 
projects not previously identified in any budget submission for this 
account and exceeding the minor construction threshold under 10 
U.S.C. 2805. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available in this title shall be 
expended for payments under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for 
construction, where cost estimates exceed $25,000, to be performed 
within the United States, except Alaska, without the specific ap-
proval in writing of the Secretary of Defense setting forth the rea-
sons therefor. 

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title for construction 
shall be available for hire of passenger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title for construction may 
be used for advances to the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the construction of access roads as 
authorized by section 210 of title 23, United States Code, when 
projects authorized therein are certified as important to the na-
tional defense by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used to begin construction of new bases in the United States for 
which specific appropriations have not been made. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available in this title shall be 
used for purchase of land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army Corps of Engineers 
or the Naval Facilities Engineering Command, except: (1) where 
there is a determination of value by a Federal court; (2) purchases 
negotiated by the Attorney General or the designee of the Attorney 
General; (3) where the estimated value is less than $25,000; or (4) 
as otherwise determined by the Secretary of Defense to be in the 
public interest. 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available in this title shall be 
used to: (1) acquire land; (2) provide for site preparation; or (3) in-
stall utilities for any family housing, except housing for which 
funds have been made available in annual Acts making appropria-
tions for military construction. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available in this title for minor 
construction may be used to transfer or relocate any activity from 
one base or installation to another, without prior notification to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used for the procurement of steel for any construction project or ac-
tivity for which American steel producers, fabricators, and manu-
facturers have been denied the opportunity to compete for such 
steel procurement. 
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SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the Department of De-
fense for military construction or family housing during the current 
fiscal year may be used to pay real property taxes in any foreign 
nation. 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used to initiate a new installation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
obligated for architect and engineer contracts estimated by the 
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to be accomplished in 
Japan, in any North Atlantic Treaty Organization member country, 
or in countries bordering the Arabian Sea, unless such contracts 
are awarded to United States firms or United States firms in joint 
venture with host nation firms. 

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available in this title for mili-
tary construction in the United States territories and possessions 
in the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in countries bordering the 
Arabian Sea, may be used to award any contract estimated by the 
Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a foreign contractor: Provided, 
That this section shall not be applicable to contract awards for 
which the lowest responsive and responsible bid of a United States 
contractor exceeds the lowest responsive and responsible bid of a 
foreign contractor by greater than 20 percent: Provided further, 
That this section shall not apply to contract awards for military 
construction on Kwajalein Atoll for which the lowest responsive 
and responsible bid is submitted by a Marshallese contractor. 

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense is to inform the appropriate 
committees of both Houses of Congress, including the Committees 
on Appropriations, of the plans and scope of any proposed military 
exercise involving United States personnel 30 days prior to its oc-
curring, if amounts expended for construction, either temporary or 
permanent, are anticipated to exceed $100,000. 

SEC. 114. Not more than 20 percent of the funds made available 
in this title which are limited for obligation during the current fis-
cal year shall be obligated during the last two months of the fiscal 
year. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 115. Funds appropriated to the Department of Defense for 
construction in prior years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department by the authorizations 
enacted into law during the current session of Congress. 

SEC. 116. For military construction or family housing projects 
that are being completed with funds otherwise expired or lapsed for 
obligation, expired or lapsed funds may be used to pay the cost of 
associated supervision, inspection, overhead, engineering and de-
sign on those projects and on subsequent claims, if any. 

SEC. 117. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any funds 
made available to a military department or defense agency for the 
construction of military projects may be obligated for a military 
construction project or contract, or for any portion of such a project 
or contract, at any time before the end of the fourth fiscal year 
after the fiscal year for which funds for such project were made 
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available, if the funds obligated for such project: (1) are obligated 
from funds available for military construction projects; and (2) do 
not exceed the amount appropriated for such project, plus any 
amount by which the cost of such project is increased pursuant to 
law. 

SEC. 118. (a) The Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, by February 15 of each year, an 
annual report in unclassified and, if necessary, classified form, on 
actions taken by the Department of Defense and the Department 
of State during the previous fiscal year to encourage host countries 
to assume a greater share of the common defense burden of such 
countries and the United States. 

(b) The report under subsection (a) shall include a description 
of— 

(1) attempts to secure cash and in-kind contributions from 
host countries for military construction projects; 

(2) attempts to achieve economic incentives offered by host 
countries to encourage private investment for the benefit of the 
United States Armed Forces; 

(3) attempts to recover funds due to be paid to the United 
States by host countries for assets deeded or otherwise im-
parted to host countries upon the cessation of United States 
operations at military installations; 

(4) the amount spent by host countries on defense, in dollars 
and in terms of the percent of gross domestic product (GDP) 
of the host country; and 

(5) for host countries that are members of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), the amount contributed to NATO 
by host countries, in dollars and in terms of the percent of the 
total NATO budget. 

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘host country’’ means other member 
countries of NATO, Japan, South Korea, and United States allies 
bordering the Arabian Sea. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 119. In addition to any other transfer authority available to 
the Department of Defense, proceeds deposited to the Department 
of Defense Base Closure Account established by section 207(a)(1) of 
the Defense Authorization Amendments and Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act (10 U.S.C. 2687 note) pursuant to section 
207(a)(2)(C) of such Act, may be transferred to the account estab-
lished by section 2906(a)(1) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), to be merged with, 
and to be available for the same purposes and the same time pe-
riod as that account. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 120. Subject to 30 days prior notification, or 14 days for a 
notification provided in an electronic medium pursuant to sections 
480 and 2883, of title 10, United States Code, to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress, such additional 
amounts as may be determined by the Secretary of Defense may 
be transferred to: (1) the Department of Defense Family Housing 
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Improvement Fund from amounts appropriated for construction in 
‘‘Family Housing’’ accounts, to be merged with and to be available 
for the same purposes and for the same period of time as amounts 
appropriated directly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of Defense 
Military Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund from 
amounts appropriated for construction of military unaccompanied 
housing in ‘‘Military Construction’’ accounts, to be merged with and 
to be available for the same purposes and for the same period of 
time as amounts appropriated directly to the Fund: Provided, That 
appropriations made available to the Funds shall be available to 
cover the costs, as defined in section 502(5) of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guarantees issued by the 
Department of Defense pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV 
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code, pertaining to alter-
native means of acquiring and improving military family housing, 
military unaccompanied housing, and supporting facilities. 

SEC. 121. (a) Not later than 60 days before issuing any solicita-
tion for a contract with the private sector for military family hous-
ing the Secretary of the military department concerned shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress the notice described in subsection (b). 

(b)(1) A notice referred to in subsection (a) is a notice of any 
guarantee (including the making of mortgage or rental payments) 
proposed to be made by the Secretary to the private party under 
the contract involved in the event of— 

(A) the closure or realignment of the installation for which 
housing is provided under the contract; 

(B) a reduction in force of units stationed at such installa-
tion; or 

(C) the extended deployment overseas of units stationed at 
such installation. 

(2) Each notice under this subsection shall specify the nature of 
the guarantee involved and assess the extent and likelihood, if any, 
of the liability of the Federal Government with respect to the guar-
antee. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 122. In addition to any other transfer authority available to 
the Department of Defense, amounts may be transferred from the 
accounts established by sections 2906(a)(1) and 2906A(a)(1) of the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 
note), to the fund established by section 1013(d) of the Demonstra-
tion Cities and Metropolitan Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
3374) to pay for expenses associated with the Homeowners Assist-
ance Program. Any amounts transferred shall be merged with and 
be available for the same purposes and for the same time period 
as the fund to which transferred. 

SEC. 123. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, funds 
made available in this title for operation and maintenance of family 
housing shall be the exclusive source of funds for repair and main-
tenance of all family housing units, including general or flag officer 
quarters: Provided, That not more than $35,000 per unit may be 
spent annually for the maintenance and repair of any general or 
flag officer quarters without 30 days prior notification to the Com-
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mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress, except that 
an after-the-fact notification shall be submitted if the limitation is 
exceeded solely due to costs associated with environmental remedi-
ation that could not be reasonably anticipated at the time of the 
budget submission: Provided further, That the Under Secretary of 
Defense (Comptroller) is to report annually to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress all operation and main-
tenance expenditures for each individual general or flag officer 
quarters for the prior fiscal year. 

SEC. 124. Amounts contained in the Ford Island Improvement 
Account established by subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10, 
United States Code, are appropriated and shall be available until 
expended for the purposes specified in subsection (i)(1) of such sec-
tion or until transferred pursuant to subsection (i)(3) of such sec-
tion. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 125. None of the funds made available in this title, or in 
any Act making appropriations for military construction which re-
main available for obligation, may be obligated or expended to 
carry out a military construction, land acquisition, or family hous-
ing project at or for a military installation approved for closure, or 
at a military installation for the purposes of supporting a function 
that has been approved for realignment to another installation, in 
2005 under the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 
(part A of title XXIX of Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
unless such a project at a military installation approved for re-
alignment will support a continuing mission or function at that in-
stallation or a new mission or function that is planned for that in-
stallation, or unless the Secretary of Defense certifies that the cost 
to the United States of carrying out such project would be less than 
the cost to the United States of cancelling such project, or if the 
project is at an active component base that shall be established as 
an enclave or in the case of projects having multi-agency use, that 
another Government agency has indicated it will assume owner-
ship of the completed project. The Secretary of Defense may not 
transfer funds made available as a result of this limitation from 
any military construction project, land acquisition, or family hous-
ing project to another account or use such funds for another pur-
pose or project without the prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. This section shall not 
apply to military construction projects, land acquisition, or family 
housing projects for which the project is vital to the national secu-
rity or the protection of health, safety, or environmental quality: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Defense shall notify the congres-
sional defense committees within seven days of a decision to carry 
out such a military construction project. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 126. During the 5-year period after appropriations available 
in this Act to the Department of Defense for military construction 
and family housing operation and maintenance and construction 
have expired for obligation, upon a determination that such appro-
priations will not be necessary for the liquidation of obligations or 
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for making authorized adjustments to such appropriations for obli-
gations incurred during the period of availability of such appropria-
tions, unobligated balances of such appropriations may be trans-
ferred into the appropriation ‘‘Foreign Currency Fluctuations, Con-
struction, Defense’’, to be merged with and to be available for the 
same time period and for the same purposes as the appropriation 
to which transferred. 

SEC. 127. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available in this title may be used for any action that is related to 
or promotes the expansion of the boundaries or size of the Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. 

SEC. 128. Amounts appropriated or otherwise made available in 
an account funded under the headings in this title may be trans-
ferred among projects and activities within that account in accord-
ance with the reprogramming guidelines for military construction 
and family housing construction contained in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act), and in the guidance for military construction 
reprogrammings and notifications contained in Department of De-
fense Financial Management Regulation 7000.14–R, Volume 3, 
Chapter 7, of December 1996, as in effect on the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 129. (a) Of the amount appropriated or otherwise made 
available by this Act for the Department of Defense under the 
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’ and available for plan-
ning and design, the Secretary of the Air Force shall, in accordance 
with section 1535 of title 31, United States Code, transfer $500,000 
to the American Battle Monuments Commission to conduct an en-
gineering study on the restoration of the Lafayette Escadrille Me-
morial in Marnes-La-Coquette, France. 

(b) The study conducted pursuant to subsection (a) shall include: 
(1) an estimate of costs to be incurred to restore the struc-

ture, features, landscaped grounds and caretaker’s quarters of 
the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial to standards similar to me-
morials and burial grounds administered by the American Bat-
tle Monuments Commission; and 

(2) an estimate of annual costs for the long-term preserva-
tion, maintenance, and operation of the memorial under those 
standards. 

(c) The amount transferred under subsection (a) shall remain 
available until expended. 

SEC. 130. Of the funds provided for ‘‘Family Housing Construc-
tion, Defense-Wide’’ under Public Law 110–5, $6,040,000 are here-
by rescinded. 

SEC. 131. In addition to amounts otherwise appropriated or made 
available under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air National 
Guard’’, there is hereby appropriated an additional $28,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2013, for the construction of 
Air National Guard fire stations: Provided, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, such funds may be obligated and ex-
pended to carry out planning and design and construction not oth-
erwise authorized by law: Provided further, That within 30 days of 
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enactment of this Act, and prior to obligation of funds, the Air Na-
tional Guard shall submit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for funds provided 
under this section. 

SEC. 132. In addition to amounts otherwise appropriated or made 
available under the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army National 
Guard’’, there is hereby appropriated an additional $147,000,000 to 
remain available until September 30, 2013, for the construction of 
facilities consistent with Army National Guard emerging require-
ments: Provided, That notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
such funds may be obligated and expended to carry out planning 
and design and construction not otherwise authorized by law: Pro-
vided further, That within 30 days of enactment of this Act, and 
prior to obligation of funds, the Director of the Army National 
Guard shall submit to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for funds provided under 
this section. 

TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the payment of compensation benefits to or on behalf of vet-
erans and a pilot program for disability examinations as authorized 
by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 
38, United States Code; pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans 
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United 
States Code; and burial benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other officers’ retirement pay, 
adjusted-service credits and certificates, payment of premiums due 
on commercial life insurance policies guaranteed under the provi-
sions of title IV of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits as authorized by sections 
107, 1312, 1977, and 2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of 
title 38, United States Code, $43,111,681,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That not to exceed $26,798,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading shall be reimbursed to 
‘‘General operating expenses’’, ‘‘Medical support and compliance’’, 
and ‘‘Information technology systems’’ for necessary expenses in 
implementing the provisions of chapters 51, 53, and 55 of title 38, 
United States Code, the funding source for which is specifically 
provided as the ‘‘Compensation and pensions’’ appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That such sums as may be earned on an actual 
qualifying patient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical care col-
lections fund’’ to augment the funding of individual medical facili-
ties for nursing home care provided to pensioners as authorized. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 

For the payment of readjustment and rehabilitation benefits to 
or on behalf of veterans as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 
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34, 35, 36, 39, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code, 
$3,832,944,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That 
expenses for rehabilitation program services and assistance which 
the Secretary is authorized to provide under subsection (a) of sec-
tion 3104 of title 38, United States Code, other than under para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of that subsection, shall be charged to 
this account. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

For military and naval insurance, national service life insurance, 
servicemen’s indemnities, service-disabled veterans insurance, and 
veterans mortgage life insurance as authorized by title 38, United 
States Code, chapters 19 and 21, $42,300,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, such sums as may 
be necessary to carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title 38, United States Code: 
Provided, That such costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the Congressional Budg-
et Act of 1974: Provided further, That during fiscal year 2009, with-
in the resources available, not to exceed $500,000 in gross obliga-
tions for direct loans are authorized for specially adapted housing 
loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to carry out the direct 
and guaranteed loan programs, $157,210,000. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, $61,000, as authorized by chapter 31 
of title 38, United States Code: Provided, That such costs, including 
the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as defined in section 502 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That 
funds made available under this heading are available to subsidize 
gross obligations for the principal amount of direct loans not to ex-
ceed $3,180,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses necessary to carry out 
the direct loan program, $320,000, which may be paid to the appro-
priation for ‘‘General operating expenses’’. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For administrative expenses to carry out the direct loan program 
authorized by subchapter V of chapter 37 of title 38, United States 
Code, $646,000. 

GUARANTEED TRANSITIONAL HOUSING LOANS FOR HOMELESS 
VETERANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the administrative expenses to carry out the guaranteed 
transitional housing loan program authorized by subchapter VI of 
chapter 20 of title 38, United States Code, not to exceed $750,000 
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of the amounts appropriated by this Act for ‘‘General operating ex-
penses’’ and ‘‘Medical support and compliance’’ may be expended. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as authorized by law, in-
patient and outpatient care and treatment to beneficiaries of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans described in section 
1705(a) of title 38, United States Code, including care and treat-
ment in facilities not under the jurisdiction of the Department, and 
including medical supplies and equipment, food services, and sala-
ries and expenses of health-care employees hired under title 38, 
United States Code, and aid to State homes as authorized by sec-
tion 1741 of title 38, United States Code; $30,969,903,000, plus re-
imbursements, of which not less than $3,800,000,000 shall be ex-
pended for specialty mental health care and of which $250,000,000 
shall be for establishment and implementation of a new rural 
health outreach and delivery initiative: Provided, That of the funds 
made available under this heading, not to exceed $1,600,000,000 
shall be available until September 30, 2010: Provided further, That, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish a priority for the provision of medical 
treatment for veterans who have service-connected disabilities, 
lower income, or have special needs: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall give priority funding for the provision of basic medical 
benefits to veterans in enrollment priority groups 1 through 6: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may authorize the dispensing of 
prescription drugs from Veterans Health Administration facilities 
to enrolled veterans with privately written prescriptions based on 
requirements established by the Secretary: Provided further, That 
the implementation of the program described in the previous pro-
viso shall incur no additional cost to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs: Provided further, That for the Department of Defense/De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund, 
as authorized by section 8111(d) of title 38, United States Code, a 
minimum of $15,000,000, to remain available until expended, for 
any purpose authorized by section 8111 of title 38, United States 
Code. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE 

For necessary expenses in the administration of the medical, hos-
pital, nursing home, domiciliary, construction, supply, and research 
activities, as authorized by law; administrative expenses in support 
of capital policy activities; and administrative and legal expenses 
of the Department for collecting and recovering amounts owed the 
Department as authorized under chapter 17 of title 38, United 
States Code, and the Federal Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 
2651 et seq.): $4,450,000,000, plus reimbursements, of which 
$250,000,000 shall be available until September 30, 2010. 
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MEDICAL FACILITIES 

For necessary expenses for the maintenance and operation of 
hospitals, nursing homes, and domiciliary facilities and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Administration; for admin-
istrative expenses in support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposition, construction, and 
renovation of any facility under the jurisdiction or for the use of 
the Department; for oversight, engineering, and architectural ac-
tivities not charged to project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hospitals and homes under 
the jurisdiction of the Department, not otherwise provided for, ei-
ther by contract or by the hire of temporary employees and pur-
chase of materials; for leases of facilities; and for laundry services, 
$5,029,000,000, plus reimbursements, of which $350,000,000 shall 
be available until September 30, 2010: Provided, That $300,000,000 
for non-recurring maintenance provided under this heading shall 
be allocated in a manner not subject to the Veterans Equitable Re-
source Allocation. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 

For necessary expenses in carrying out programs of medical and 
prosthetic research and development as authorized by chapter 73 
of title 38, United States Code, $510,000,000, plus reimbursements, 
to remain available until September 30, 2010. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses of the National Cemetery Administration 
for operations and maintenance, not otherwise provided for, includ-
ing uniforms or allowances therefor; cemeterial expenses as author-
ized by law; purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for use in 
cemeterial operations; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and repair, 
alteration or improvement of facilities under the jurisdiction of the 
National Cemetery Administration, $230,000,000, of which not to 
exceed $23,000,000 shall be available until September 30, 2010. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary operating expenses of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, not otherwise provided for, including administrative ex-
penses in support of Department-Wide capital planning, manage-
ment and policy activities, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to 
exceed $25,000 for official reception and representation expenses; 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security guard services, and the 
Department of Defense for the cost of overseas employee mail, 
$1,801,867,000: Provided, That expenses for services and assistance 
authorized under paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of section 
3104(a) of title 38, United States Code, that the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines are necessary to enable entitled veterans: 
(1) to the maximum extent feasible, to become employable and to 
obtain and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to achieve max-
imum independence in daily living, shall be charged to this ac-

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:29 Oct 22, 2008 Jkt 044807 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\A807P6.XXX A807P6rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



725 

count: Provided further, That the Veterans Benefits Administration 
shall be funded at not less than $1,466,095,000: Provided further, 
That of the funds made available under this heading, not to exceed 
$83,000,000 shall be available for obligation until September 30, 
2010: Provided further, That from the funds made available under 
this heading, the Veterans Benefits Administration may purchase 
(on a one-for-one replacement basis only) up to two passenger 
motor vehicles for use in operations of that Administration in Ma-
nila, Philippines. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

For necessary expenses for information technology systems and 
telecommunications support, including developmental information 
systems and operational information systems; for pay and associ-
ated costs; and for the capital asset acquisition of information tech-
nology systems, including management and related contractual 
costs of said acquisitions, including contractual costs associated 
with operations authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United States 
Code, $2,489,391,000, plus reimbursements, to be available until 
September 30, 2010: Provided, That of the funds made available 
under this heading, not less than $48,000,000 shall be for the Fi-
nancial and Logistics Integrated Technology Enterprise program: 
Provided further, That none of these funds may be obligated until 
the Department of Veterans Affairs submits to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress, and such Committees 
approve, a plan for expenditure that: (1) meets the capital planning 
and investment control review requirements established by the Of-
fice of Management and Budget; (2) complies with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs enterprise architecture; (3) conforms with an es-
tablished enterprise life cycle methodology; and (4) complies with 
the acquisition rules, requirements, guidelines, and systems acqui-
sition management practices of the Federal Government: Provided 
further, That within 30 days of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a reprogramming base letter 
which provides, by project, the costs included in this appropriation. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General, to in-
clude information technology, in carrying out the provisions of the 
Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), $87,818,000, of 
which $5,000,000 shall be available until September 30, 2010. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 

For constructing, altering, extending, and improving any of the 
facilities, including parking projects, under the jurisdiction or for 
the use of the Department of Veterans Affairs, or for any of the 
purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406, 8102, 8103, 8106, 
8108, 8109, 8110, and 8122 of title 38, United States Code, includ-
ing planning, architectural and engineering services, construction 
management services, maintenance or guarantee period services 
costs associated with equipment guarantees provided under the 
project, services of claims analysts, offsite utility and storm drain-
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age system construction costs, and site acquisition, where the esti-
mated cost of a project is more than the amount set forth in section 
8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United States Code, or where funds for a 
project were made available in a previous major project appropria-
tion, $923,382,000, to remain available until expended, of which 
$10,000,000 shall be to make reimbursements as provided in sec-
tion 13 of the Contract Disputes Act of 1978 (41 U.S.C. 612) for 
claims paid for contract disputes: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs assessments which may 
or may not lead to capital investments, and other capital asset 
management related activities, including portfolio development and 
management activities, and investment strategy studies funded 
through the advance planning fund and the planning and design 
activities funded through the design fund, including needs assess-
ments which may or may not lead to capital investments, and 
funds provided for the purchase of land for the National Cemetery 
Administration through the land acquisition line item, none of the 
funds appropriated under this heading shall be used for any project 
which has not been approved by the Congress in the budgetary 
process: Provided further, That funds provided in this appropria-
tion for fiscal year 2009, for each approved project shall be obli-
gated: (1) by the awarding of a construction documents contract by 
September 30, 2009; and (2) by the awarding of a construction con-
tract by September 30, 2010: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall promptly submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a written report on any 
approved major construction project for which obligations are not 
incurred within the time limitations established above: Provided 
further, That of the amount appropriated in this paragraph, 
$923,382,000 shall be for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified under this heading in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act). 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 

For constructing, altering, extending, and improving any of the 
facilities, including parking projects, under the jurisdiction or for 
the use of the Department of Veterans Affairs, including planning 
and assessments of needs which may lead to capital investments, 
architectural and engineering services, maintenance or guarantee 
period services costs associated with equipment guarantees pro-
vided under the project, services of claims analysts, offsite utility 
and storm drainage system construction costs, and site acquisition, 
or for any of the purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406, 
8102, 8103, 8106, 8108, 8109, 8110, 8122, and 8162 of title 38, 
United States Code, where the estimated cost of a project is equal 
to or less than the amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 
38, United States Code, $741,534,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, along with unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Construction, 
minor projects’’ appropriations which are hereby made available for 
any project where the estimated cost is equal to or less than the 
amount set forth in such section: Provided, That funds in this ac-
count shall be available for: (1) repairs to any of the nonmedical 
facilities under the jurisdiction or for the use of the Department 
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which are necessary because of loss or damage caused by any nat-
ural disaster or catastrophe; and (2) temporary measures necessary 
to prevent or to minimize further loss by such causes: Provided fur-
ther: That $7,000,000 of the amount appropriated in this paragraph 
shall be for the installation of alternative fueling stations at 35 
medical facility campuses. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES 

For grants to assist States to acquire or construct State nursing 
home and domiciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or alter ex-
isting hospital, nursing home, and domiciliary facilities in State 
homes, for furnishing care to veterans as authorized by sections 
8131 through 8137 of title 38, United States Code, $175,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE VETERANS CEMETERIES 

For grants to assist States in establishing, expanding, or improv-
ing State veterans cemeteries as authorized by section 2408 of title 
38, United States Code, $42,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year 2009 for ‘‘Compensa-
tion and pensions’’, ‘‘Readjustment benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans insur-
ance and indemnities’’ may be transferred as necessary to any 
other of the mentioned appropriations: Provided, That before a 
transfer may take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer and such Committees 
issue an approval, or absent a response, a period of 30 days has 
elapsed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2009, in this Act or any other Act, 
under the ‘‘Medical services’’, ‘‘Medical support and compliance’’, 
and ‘‘Medical facilities’’ accounts may be transferred among the ac-
counts to the extent necessary to implement the restructuring of 
the Veterans Health Administration accounts: Provided, That any 
transfers between the ‘‘Medical services’’ and ‘‘Medical support and 
compliance’’ accounts of 1 percent or less of the total amount appro-
priated to the account in this or any other Act may take place sub-
ject to notification from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of the 
amount and purpose of the transfer: Provided further, That any 
transfers between the ‘‘Medical services’’ and ‘‘Medical support and 
compliance’’ accounts in excess of 1 percent, or exceeding the cumu-
lative 1 percent for the fiscal year, may take place only after the 
Secretary requests from the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make the transfer and an ap-
proval is issued: Provided further, That any transfers to or from 
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the ‘‘Medical facilities’’ account may take place only after the Sec-
retary requests from the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make the transfer and an ap-
proval is issued. 

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this title for salaries and 
expenses shall be available for services authorized by section 3109 
of title 5, United States Code, hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
lease of a facility or land or both; and uniforms or allowances 
therefore, as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title (except the appropria-
tions for ‘‘Construction, major projects’’, and ‘‘Construction, minor 
projects’’) shall be available for the purchase of any site for or to-
ward the construction of any new hospital or home. 

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title shall be available for 
hospitalization or examination of any persons (except beneficiaries 
entitled to such hospitalization or examination under the laws pro-
viding such benefits to veterans, and persons receiving such treat-
ment under sections 7901 through 7904 of title 5, United States 
Code, or the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)), unless reimbursement of the 
cost of such hospitalization or examination is made to the ‘‘Medical 
services’’ account at such rates as may be fixed by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs. 

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this title for ‘‘Compensation 
and pensions’’, ‘‘Readjustment benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans insurance 
and indemnities’’ shall be available for payment of prior year ac-
crued obligations required to be recorded by law against the cor-
responding prior year accounts within the last quarter of fiscal year 
2008. 

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this title shall be available 
to pay prior year obligations of corresponding prior year appropria-
tions accounts resulting from sections 3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, except that if such obligations are 
from trust fund accounts they shall be payable only from ‘‘Com-
pensation and pensions’’. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, during fis-
cal year 2009, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the Na-
tional Service Life Insurance Fund (38 U.S.C. 1920), the Veterans’ 
Special Life Insurance Fund (38 U.S.C. 1923), and the United 
States Government Life Insurance Fund (38 U.S.C. 1955), reim-
burse the ‘‘General operating expenses’’ and ‘‘Information tech-
nology systems’’ accounts for the cost of administration of the in-
surance programs financed through those accounts: Provided, That 
reimbursement shall be made only from the surplus earnings accu-
mulated in such an insurance program during fiscal year 2009 that 
are available for dividends in that program after claims have been 
paid and actuarially determined reserves have been set aside: Pro-
vided further, That if the cost of administration of such an insur-
ance program exceeds the amount of surplus earnings accumulated 
in that program, reimbursement shall be made only to the extent 
of such surplus earnings: Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
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determine the cost of administration for fiscal year 2009 which is 
properly allocable to the provision of each such insurance program 
and to the provision of any total disability income insurance in-
cluded in that insurance program. 

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from enhanced-use lease proceeds to 
reimburse an account for expenses incurred by that account during 
a prior fiscal year for providing enhanced-use lease services, may 
be obligated during the fiscal year in which the proceeds are re-
ceived. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or funds for salaries and 
other administrative expenses shall also be available to reimburse 
the Office of Resolution Management of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Office of Employment Discrimination Com-
plaint Adjudication under section 319 of title 38, United States 
Code, for all services provided at rates which will recover actual 
costs but not exceed $34,158,000 for the Office of Resolution Man-
agement and $3,278,000 for the Office of Employment and Dis-
crimination Complaint Adjudication: Provided, That payments may 
be made in advance for services to be furnished based on estimated 
costs: Provided further, That amounts received shall be credited to 
the ‘‘General operating expenses’’ and ‘‘Information technology sys-
tems’’ accounts for use by the office that provided the service. 

SEC. 211. No appropriations in this title shall be available to 
enter into any new lease of real property if the estimated annual 
rental is more than $1,000,000 unless the Secretary submits a re-
port which the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress approve within 30 days following the date on which the 
report is received. 

SEC. 212. No funds of the Department of Veterans Affairs shall 
be available for hospital care, nursing home care, or medical serv-
ices provided to any person under chapter 17 of title 38, United 
States Code, for a non-service-connected disability described in sec-
tion 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that person has disclosed to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary may 
require, current, accurate third-party reimbursement information 
for purposes of section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the Sec-
retary may recover, in the same manner as any other debt due the 
United States, the reasonable charges for such care or services 
from any person who does not make such disclosure as required: 
Provided further, That any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be obligated by the Sec-
retary during the fiscal year in which amounts are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 213. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, proceeds 
or revenues derived from enhanced-use leasing activities (including 
disposal) may be deposited into the ‘‘Construction, major projects’’ 
and ‘‘Construction, minor projects’’ accounts and be used for con-
struction (including site acquisition and disposition), alterations, 
and improvements of any medical facility under the jurisdiction or 
for the use of the Department of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as 
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realized are in addition to the amount provided for in ‘‘Construc-
tion, major projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, minor projects’’. 

SEC. 214. Amounts made available under ‘‘Medical services’’ are 
available— 

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, supplies, and equip-
ment; and 

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, and other expenses 
incidental to funerals and burials for beneficiaries receiving 
care in the Department. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 215. Such sums as may be deposited to the Medical Care 
Collections Fund pursuant to section 1729A of title 38, United 
States Code, may be transferred to ‘‘Medical services’’, to remain 
available until expended for the purposes of that account. 

SEC. 216. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall allow veterans who are eligible 
under existing Department of Veterans Affairs medical care re-
quirements and who reside in Alaska to obtain medical care serv-
ices from medical facilities supported by the Indian Health Service 
or tribal organizations. The Secretary shall: (1) limit the applica-
tion of this provision to rural Alaskan veterans in areas where an 
existing Department of Veterans Affairs facility or Veterans Af-
fairs-contracted service is unavailable; (2) require participating vet-
erans and facilities to comply with all appropriate rules and regula-
tions, as established by the Secretary; (3) require this provision to 
be consistent with Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Serv-
ices activities; and (4) result in no additional cost to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs or the Indian Health Service. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 217. Such sums as may be deposited to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Capital Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of 
title 38, United States Code, may be transferred to the ‘‘Construc-
tion, major projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, minor projects’’ accounts, 
to remain available until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts. 

SEC. 218. None of the funds available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, in this Act, or any other Act, may be used to replace 
the current system by which the Veterans Integrated Services Net-
works select and contract for diabetes monitoring supplies and 
equipment. 

SEC. 219. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used to implement any policy prohibiting the Directors of the Vet-
erans Integrated Services Networks from conducting outreach or 
marketing to enroll new veterans within their respective Networks. 

SEC. 220. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a quar-
terly report on the financial status of the Veterans Health Admin-
istration. 
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(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 221. Amounts made available under the ‘‘Medical services’’, 
‘‘Medical support and compliance’’, ‘‘Medical facilities’’, ‘‘General op-
erating expenses’’, and ‘‘National Cemetery Administration’’ ac-
counts for fiscal year 2009, may be transferred to or from the ‘‘In-
formation technology systems’’ account: Provided, That before a 
transfer may take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer and an approval is 
issued. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 222. Amounts made available for the ‘‘Information tech-
nology systems’’ account may be transferred between projects: Pro-
vided, That no project may be increased or decreased by more than 
$1,000,000 of cost prior to submitting a request to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress to make the transfer 
and an approval is issued, or absent a response, a period of 30 days 
has elapsed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 223. Any balances in prior year accounts established for the 
payment of benefits under the Reinstated Entitlement Program for 
Survivors shall be transferred to and merged with amounts avail-
able under the ‘‘Compensation and pensions’’ account, and receipts 
that would otherwise be credited to the accounts established for the 
payment of benefits under the Reinstated Entitlement Program for 
Survivors program shall be credited to amounts available under 
the ‘‘Compensation and pensions’’ account. 

SEC. 224. Section 1710(f)(2)(B) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2008,’’ and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2009,’’. 

SEC. 225. Section 1729(a)(2)(E) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘October 1, 2008,’’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 
2009,’’. 

SEC. 226. The Department shall continue research into Gulf War 
illness at levels not less than those made available in fiscal year 
2008, within available funds contained in this Act. 

SEC. 227. (a) Upon a determination by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs that such action is in the national interest, and will have 
a direct benefit for veterans through increased access to treatment, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may transfer not more than 
$5,000,000 to the Secretary of Health and Human Services for the 
Graduate Psychology Education Program, which includes treatment 
of veterans, to support increased training of psychologists skilled in 
the treatment of post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain in-
jury, and related disorders. 

(b) The Secretary of Health and Human Services may only use 
funds transferred under this section for the purposes described in 
subsection (a). 

(c) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall notify Congress of any 
such transfer of funds under this section. 
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SEC. 228. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available by this Act or any other Act for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs may be used in a manner that is inconsistent with— 

(1) section 842 of the Transportation, Treasury, Housing and 
Urban Development, the Judiciary, and Independent Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109–115; 119 Stat. 
2506); or 

(2) section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, United States Code. 
SEC. 229. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may carry out a 

major medical facility lease in fiscal year 2009 in an amount not 
to exceed $12,000,000 to implement the recommendations outlined 
in the August 2007 Study of South Texas Veterans’ Inpatient and 
Specialty Outpatient Health Care Needs. 

SEC. 230. Of the amounts made available to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2009, in this Act or any other Act, 
under the ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ account for non-recurring mainte-
nance, not more than 20 percent of the funds made available shall 
be obligated during the last 2 months of the fiscal year: Provided, 
That the Secretary may waive this requirement after providing 
written notice to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses 
of Congress. 

SEC. 231. Section 2703 of the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Hurricane 
Recovery, 2006 (120 Stat. 469) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘Notwithstanding’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(b) This land shall be owned by the City of Gulfport for no less 
than 50 years from the date of enactment of this Act.’’. 

SEC. 232. None of the funds made available in this Act may be 
used to carry out section 111(c)(5) of title 38, United States Code, 
during fiscal year 2009. 

SEC. 233. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, authority 
to carry out activities provided for under section 1703(d)(4) of title 
38, United States Code, shall continue in effect until January 31, 
2009, unless prior to that date, authorization is enacted into law 
otherwise extending this authority. 

SEC. 234. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, authority 
to carry out activities provided for under section 5317(g) of title 38, 
United States Code, shall continue in effect until January 31, 2009, 
unless prior to that date, authorization is enacted into law other-
wise extending this authority. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, of the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission, including the acquisition of 
land or interest in land in foreign countries; purchases and repair 
of uniforms for caretakers of national cemeteries and monuments 
outside of the United States and its territories and possessions; 
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rent of office and garage space in foreign countries; purchase (one- 
for-one replacement basis only) and hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles; not to exceed $7,500 for official reception and representation 
expenses; and insurance of official motor vehicles in foreign coun-
tries, when required by law of such countries, $59,470,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, of the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission, such sums as may be nec-
essary, to remain available until expended, for purposes authorized 
by section 2109 of title 36, United States Code. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the operation of the United States 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims as authorized by sections 
7251 through 7298 of title 38, United States Code, $30,975,000, of 
which $1,700,000 shall be available for the purpose of providing fi-
nancial assistance as described, and in accordance with the process 
and reporting procedures set forth, under this heading in Public 
Law 102–229. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 

CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, as authorized by law, for maintenance, 
operation, and improvement of Arlington National Cemetery and 
Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home National Cemetery, including the pur-
chase of two passenger motor vehicles for replacement only, and 
not to exceed $1,000 for official reception and representation ex-
penses, $36,730,000, to remain available until expended. In addi-
tion, such sums as may be necessary for parking maintenance, re-
pairs and replacement, to be derived from the Lease of Department 
of Defense Real Property for Defense Agencies account. 

Funds appropriated under this Act may be provided to Arlington 
County, Virginia, for the relocation of the federally owned water 
main at Arlington National Cemetery making additional land 
available for ground burials. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 

TRUST FUND 

For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces Retirement Home 
to operate and maintain the Armed Forces Retirement Home— 
Washington, District of Columbia, and the Armed Forces Retire-
ment Home—Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds available 
in the Armed Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund, $63,010,000, of 
which $8,025,000 shall remain available until expended for con-
struction and renovation of the physical plants at the Armed 
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Forces Retirement Home—Washington, District of Columbia and 
the Armed Forces Retirement Home—Gulfport, Mississippi. 

TITLE IV 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation contained in this Act 
shall remain available for obligation beyond the current fiscal year 
unless expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 402. Such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2009 for 
pay raises for programs funded by this Act shall be absorbed with-
in the levels appropriated in this Act. 

SEC. 403. None of the funds made available in this Act may be 
used for any program, project, or activity, when it is made known 
to the Federal entity or official to which the funds are made avail-
able that the program, project, or activity is not in compliance with 
any Federal law relating to risk assessment, the protection of pri-
vate property rights, or unfunded mandates. 

SEC. 404. No part of any funds appropriated in this Act shall be 
used by an agency of the executive branch, other than for normal 
and recognized executive-legislative relationships, for publicity or 
propaganda purposes, and for the preparation, distribution, or use 
of any kit, pamphlet, booklet, publication, radio, television, or film 
presentation designed to support or defeat legislation pending be-
fore Congress, except in presentation to Congress itself. 

SEC. 405. All departments and agencies funded under this Act 
are encouraged, within the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’ technologies 
and procedures in the conduct of their business practices and pub-
lic service activities. 

SEC. 406. None of the funds made available in this Act may be 
transferred to any department, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government except pursuant to a transfer made by, 
or transfer authority provided in, this or any other appropriations 
Act. 

SEC. 407. Unless stated otherwise, all reports and notifications 
required by this Act shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 

SEC. 408. None of the funds made available in this Act may be 
used to modify the standards applicable to the determination of the 
entitlement of veterans to special monthly pensions under sections 
1513(a) and 1521(e) of title 38, United States Code, as in effect pur-
suant to the opinion of the United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims in the case of Hartness v. Nicholson (No. 04–0888, 
July 21, 2006). 

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available in this Act may be 
used for a project or program named for an individual then serving 
as a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner of the United 
States Congress. 
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This division may be cited as the ‘‘Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2009’’. 
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1 This Explanatory Statement was submitted for printing in the Congressional Record on Sep-
tember 24, 2008, prior to House consideration of the amendment and as directed by the House 
of Representatives in section 3 of H. Res. 1488. The Statement appears in Book II of the Sep-
tember 24 Congressional Record, with the division E portion beginning on page H9826. 

[CLERK’S NOTE: Reproduced below is the material relating to divi-
sion E contained in the ‘‘Explanatory Statement Submitted by Mr. 
Obey, Chairman of the House Committee on Appropriations, Re-
garding the Amendment of the House of Representatives to the Sen-
ate Amendment to H.R. 2638’’.1 

The amendment discussed in the Explanatory Statement was 
agreed to without change by both the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. Therefore, the ‘‘bill’’ referred to in the Statement is the 
same as the legislation that has been signed into law. 

Section 4 of the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and 
Continuing Appropriations Act provides that this Explanatory 
Statement ‘‘shall have the same effect with respect to the allocation 
of funds and implementation of this Act as if it were a joint explan-
atory statement of a committee of conference’’.] 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT, DIVISION E 

DIVISION E—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS 
AFFAIRS AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2009 

Following is an explanation of the effect of this division, which 
makes appropriations for military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year 2009. As 
provided in section 4 of the consolidated bill, this explanatory state-
ment shall have the same effect with respect to the allocation of 
funds and implementation of this division as if it were a joint ex-
planatory statement of a committee of conference. 

Matters Addressed by Only One Committee.—The language and 
allocations set forth in House Report 110–775 and Senate Report 
110–428 should be complied with unless specifically addressed to 
the contrary in the bill and this explanatory statement. Report lan-
guage included by the House, which is not changed by the report 
of the Senate or this explanatory statement, and Senate report lan-
guage, which is not changed by this explanatory statement, is ap-
proved by the Appropriations Committees of both Houses of Con-
gress. This explanatory statement, while repeating some report 
language for emphasis, does not intend to negate the language re-
ferred to above unless expressly provided herein. In cases where 
the House or the Senate has directed the submission of a report, 
such report is to be submitted to both Houses of Congress. 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST 

Incrementally Funded Projects.—The Appropriations Committees 
note that the Administration requested several large military con-
struction projects that can be incrementally funded, but were in-
stead submitted as large single-year requests, in accordance with 
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a directive from the Office of Management and Budget to the De-
partment of Defense to severely restrict the use of incremental 
funding for military construction. The Committees have previously 
notified the Administration that they reserve the prerogative to 
provide incremental funding where appropriate, in accordance with 
authorizing legislation. The Appropriations Committees continue to 
believe that military construction projects should be fully funded or 
separated into stand-alone phases when practical. In some cases, 
however, incremental funding makes fiscal and programmatic 
sense. The Appropriations Committees have therefore agreed that 
the following projects will be incrementally funded: Command and 
Battle Center, Wiesbaden, Germany; Barracks and Dining, Fort 
Carson, Colorado; and Barracks and Dining, Fort Stewart, Georgia. 
The Committees fully support the completion of these projects. 

Foreign Currency Fluctuations Account Transfers.—The Depart-
ment of Defense is directed to submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a quarterly report on the For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, Defense account. This 
report shall specify the amount transferred to the Foreign Cur-
rency account from each military construction and family housing 
account, and all other accounts for which an appropriation is pro-
vided in this Act, during the preceding fiscal quarter, and the 
amounts transferred from the Foreign Currency account to the 
above accounts during the same period. This report shall be sub-
mitted no later than 30 days after the close of each fiscal quarter. 
In addition, the Department of Defense is directed to notify the 
Committees on Appropriations within seven days of transferring 
any amount in excess of $10,000,000 to or from the Foreign Cur-
rency account. 

Reprogramming Guidelines.—The following reprogramming 
guidelines apply for all military construction and family housing 
projects. A project or account (including the sub-elements of an ac-
count) which has been specifically reduced by the Congress in act-
ing on the budget request is considered to be a congressional inter-
est item and as such, prior approval is required. Accordingly, no 
reprogrammings to an item specifically reduced below the threshold 
by the Congress are permitted, except that the Department of De-
fense may seek reprogrammings for appropriated increments. 

The reprogramming criteria that apply to military construction 
projects (25 percent of the funded amount or $2,000,000, whichever 
is less) continue to apply to new housing construction projects and 
to improvements over $2,000,000. To provide the services the flexi-
bility to proceed with construction contracts without disruption or 
delay, the costs associated with environmental hazard remediation 
such as asbestos removal, radon abatement, lead-based paint re-
moval or abatement, and any other legislated environmental haz-
ard remediation may be excluded, provided that such remediation 
requirements could not be reasonably anticipated at the time of the 
budget submission. This exclusion applies to projects authorized in 
this budget year, as well as projects authorized in prior years for 
which construction has not been completed. Planning and design 
costs associated with military construction and family housing 
projects may also be excluded from these guidelines. 
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In instances where prior approval to a reprogramming request 
for a project or account has been received from the Committees on 
Appropriations, the adjusted amount approved becomes the new 
base for any future increase or decrease via below-threshold 
reprogrammings (provided that the project or account is not a con-
gressional interest item as defined above). 

In addition to these guidelines, the services are directed to ad-
here to the guidance for military construction reprogrammings and 
notifications, including the pertinent statutory authorities con-
tained in DOD Financial Management Regulation 7000.14–R and 
relevant updates and policy memoranda. 

Submission of Overdue Reports.—The Appropriations Commit-
tees have previously expressed concern at the Department’s fre-
quent failure to comply with deadlines for submitting mandated re-
ports. Again in 2008, a number of reports related to major Depart-
ment initiatives were not delivered on time, if at all, nor was notice 
received from the Department as to why the reports were late or 
when they would be submitted. Many of these reports are planning 
documents, intended to demonstrate that the Department is ade-
quately coordinating its several ongoing initiatives, such as the 
Global Defense Posture moves, the Grow the Force initiative, and 
base realignment and closure. The failure to submit these reports 
contributes to the Committees’ concern that the Department may 
not have developed a thorough blueprint for some of these pro-
grams prior to execution, nor adequately considered all of the infra-
structure ramifications of carrying out significant force reorganiza-
tions while conducting two wars. Reports that have been mandated 
by the Committees are necessary to ensure proper congressional 
oversight and to inform congressional decisions related to the De-
partment’s budget requests; the failure to submit them in a timely 
manner is unacceptable. The Secretary of Defense and the service 
secretaries therefore are directed to submit all reports that are cur-
rently overdue no later than 30 days after the enactment of this 
Act, and to assiduously comply with future reporting deadlines. In 
the event that a deadline is not met, the Department shall submit 
a written explanation for the failure to deliver the report, and an 
expected date of delivery, no later than 7 days after the deadline. 

Military Quality of Life Initiative.—The Appropriations Commit-
tees include funding to provide additional quality of life facilities 
for military personnel and their families, continuing an initiative 
that began in fiscal year 2008. Through hearings, field visits, and 
briefings from the Department, Army and Marine Corps trainee 
and recruit housing, and medical treatment facilities, have been 
identified as priority requirements in need of greater funding. The 
bill therefore includes $122,200,000 for three additional Army and 
Marine Corps barracks projects, and $110,735,000 for additional 
medical treatment facility design and construction. The medical 
treatment facility funding will provide $57,900,000 to renovate the 
hospital at Camp Lejeune, which will add 7,410 marines under the 
Grow the Force initiative, and $52,835,000 to accelerate planning 
and design for a hospital replacement at Fort Bliss, which will re-
ceive four additional brigades by 2012 under Army plans for base 
realignment and closure and global restationing. 
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Air National Guard Initiative.—The Air National Guard has a 
large unfunded requirement for fire stations at flying locations, yet 
in the past two budget submissions, the Administration has re-
quested no funding for Air National Guard fire stations. In congres-
sional testimony on the fiscal year 2009 budget request, the Air 
Force acknowledged that it was accepting ‘‘manageable risk’’ in fa-
cilities and infrastructure funding to help finance the recapitaliza-
tion of its aging air and space force. The Air National Guard mili-
tary construction budget request for fiscal year 2009 was 
$34,374,000, a 60 percent decrease from the previous year’s re-
quest. Due to the critical need for firefighting capability at Air Na-
tional Guard flying locations, the bill includes $28,000,000 to expe-
dite the construction of Air National Guard fire stations. 

Army National Guard Initiative.—The Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard has identified emerging facility requirements needed 
to support the growth of Army National Guard missions vital to 
homeland security and the ongoing war on terror, including aircraft 
maintenance, unit training, and interagency training. The bill in-
cludes $147,000,000 to expedite construction of facilities needed to 
support these emerging requirements. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

The bill appropriates $4,692,648,000 for Military Construction, 
Army. Within this amount, the bill provides $178,685,000 for 
study, planning, design, architect and engineer services, and host 
nation support. 

The bill rescinds $51,320,000 from funds previously appropriated 
to this account due to bid savings and cancellations as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Final bill 

PL 110–5 (FY 2007): 
NC: Fort Bragg ................................................... Digital Multipurpose Range Complex ........................ ¥20,000,000 
Italy: Vicenza ..................................................... Barracks Complex (PN 61847) .................................. ¥4,980,000 
Italy: Vicenza ..................................................... Barracks Complex (PN 62438) .................................. ¥4,440,000 
Italy: Vicenza ..................................................... Brigade Complex ........................................................ ¥5,300,000 

Subtotal, PL 110–5 ....................................... .................................................................................... ¥34,720,000 
PL 110–161 (FY 2008): 

NV: Hawthorne Army Depot ............................... Ground Water Treatment Plan ................................... ¥3,500,000 
NY: Fort Drum .................................................... Brigade Complex-Company Operations ..................... ¥6,600,000 
TX: Fort Bliss ..................................................... Health and Dental Clinic ........................................... ¥6,500,000 

Subtotal, PL 110–161 ................................... .................................................................................... ¥16,600,000 

Total .............................................................. .................................................................................... ¥51,320,000 

Hatfield Gate Expansion, Fort Myer, Virginia.—Of the funds pro-
vided for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations 
Committees direct that $300,000 be made available for the design 
of this facility. 

Installation Chapel Center, Fort Campbell, Kentucky.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $630,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Soldier Readiness Processing Center, Fort Leonard Wood, Mis-
souri.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
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count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $648,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

The bill appropriates $3,333,369,000 for Military Construction, 
Navy and Marine Corps. Within this amount, the bill provides 
$246,528,000 for study, planning, design, architect and engineer 
services. 

Dry Dock #3 Waterfront Support Facility, Portsmouth NSY, 
Maine.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,450,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Submarine Payloads Integration Laboratory, Newport Naval Sta-
tion, Rhode Island.—Of the funds provided for planning and design 
in this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that 
$750,000 be made available for the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The bill appropriates $1,117,746,000 for Military Construction, 
Air Force. Within this amount, the bill provides $93,436,000 for 
study, planning, design, architect and engineer services. 

The bill rescinds $20,821,000 from funds previously appropriated 
to this account due to bid savings as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Final bill 

PL 110–161 (FY 2008): 
AK: Elmendorf AFB ............................................. F–22A Taxiway, Taxilanes & Arm/De-Arm apron ....... ¥12,741,000 
CA: Travis AFB ................................................... C–17 Road Improvements ......................................... ¥1,980,000 
FL: Tyndall AFB .................................................. Repair Airfield ............................................................ ¥6,100,000 

Total .............................................................. .................................................................................... ¥20,821,000 

Centralized Administrative Processing Center, Sheppard AFB, 
Texas.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,314,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

F–22A Consolidated Munitions Maintenance, Holloman AFB, 
New Mexico.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in 
this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that $495,000 
be made available for the design of this facility. 

Fire and Rescue Station, Randolph AFB, Texas.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $972,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

Joint Intelligence Technical Training Facility, Goodfellow AFB, 
Texas.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,656,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Logistics Readiness Center, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $1,800,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 
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Missile Service Complex, F.E. Warren AFB, Wyoming.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $810,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Repair Runway Pavement, Luke AFB, Arizona.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $1,755,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

Security Forces Building, Phase 1, Lackland AFB, Texas.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $900,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Student Officer Quarters, Phase 2, Laughlin AFB, Texas.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $1,440,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill appropriates $1,695,204,000 for Military Construction, 
Defense-Wide. Within this amount, the bill provides $186,060,000 
for study, planning, design, architect and engineer services. 

The bill provides $90,000,000 for the Energy Conservation In-
vestment Program. The Appropriations Committees strongly sup-
port the Department of Defense’s efforts to promote energy con-
servation and investment in renewable energy resources, but be-
lieve that a more aggressive and broad-based program, with an in-
creased emphasis on applying renewable energy resources to en-
hance energy security at military installations, is warranted. The 
Department therefore is directed to allocate the $10,000,000 in 
funding provided above the request for this program to planning, 
analysis, and design work associated with the development of 
multi-megawatt renewable energy and multi-building energy effi-
ciency projects on and near military lands, with first priority given 
to projects that will mitigate risk to critical assets and promote en-
ergy efficiency and independence at military installations. 

The bill also provides $5,000,000 for contingency construction. 
The bill rescinds $3,589,000 from funds previously appropriated 

to this account due to a cancellation as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Final bill 

PL 108–324 (FY 2005): 
VA: Oceana NAS ................................................. Bulk Fuel Storage Tank ............................................. ¥3,589,000 

Total .............................................................. .................................................................................... ¥3,589,000 

Hospital Replacement, Fort Bliss, Texas.—Of the funds provided 
for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Com-
mittees direct that $52,835,000 be made available for the design of 
this facility. 
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The bill appropriates $736,317,000 for Military Construction, 
Army National Guard. 

The bill rescinds $1,400,000 from funds previously appropriated 
to this account due to bid savings as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Final bill 

PL 110–161 (FY 2008): 
AR: Camp Robinson ........................................... Ammunition Supply Point .......................................... ¥1,400,000 

Total .............................................................. .................................................................................... ¥1,400,000 

Combined Support Maintenance Shop, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $3,250,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Combat Vehicle Training Facility, Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsyl-
vania.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $620,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Field Maintenance Shop, Las Vegas, Nevada.—Of the funds pro-
vided for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations 
Committees direct that $2,058,000 be made available for the design 
of this facility. 

Hangar 1001 Improvement, Fairchild AFB, Washington.—Of the 
funds provided for unspecified minor construction in this account, 
the Appropriations Committees direct that $766,000 be made avail-
able for the renovation of this facility. 

Infantry Platoon Battle Course, Fort Chaffee, Arkansas.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $204,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Infrastructure Improvements, Arden Hills ATS, Minnesota.—Of 
the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct that $1,005,000 be made available 
for the design of this facility. 

Paint Booth, Northern Nevada Military Department, Nevada.—Of 
the funds provided for unspecified minor construction in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,500,000 be 
made available for the construction of this facility. 

Readiness Center Addition/Alteration, Dundalk, Maryland.—Of 
the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct that $579,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Readiness Center Addition/Alteration, Laredo, Texas.—Of the 
funds provided for unspecified minor construction in this account, 
the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,165,000 be made 
available for the construction of this facility. 

Readiness Center, Dallas Armory, Oregon.—Of the funds pro-
vided for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations 
Committees direct that $1,681,000 be made available for the design 
of this facility. 
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Readiness Center, The Dalles, Oregon.—Of the funds provided for 
planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Commit-
tees direct that $682,000 be made available for the design of this 
facility. 

Readiness Center Addition/Alteration, Honesdale, Pennsyl-
vania.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $504,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Readiness Center, York, Pennsylvania.—Of the funds provided for 
planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Commit-
tees direct that $880,000 be made available for the design of this 
facility. 

Readiness Center, Sumter, South Carolina.—Of the funds pro-
vided for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations 
Committees direct that $382,000 be made available for the design 
of this facility. 

Readiness Center, Ethan Allen Range, Vermont.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $323,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

Readiness Center and NGB Conference Center, Fort Belvoir, Vir-
ginia.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,085,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Training Complex, Camp Butner, North Carolina.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $1,376,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

Tri-State Armory Addition, Kenova, West Virginia.—Of the funds 
provided for unspecified minor construction in this account, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct that $2,000,000 be made available 
for the construction of this facility. 

Westminster Zero Range, Westminster Training Site, Vermont.— 
Of the funds provided for unspecified minor construction in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,789,000 be 
made available for the construction of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

The bill appropriates $242,924,000 for Military Construction, Air 
National Guard. 

C–5 Taxiway Upgrades, Martinsburg Air Base, West Virginia.— 
Of the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the 
Appropriations Committees direct that $850,000 be made available 
for the design of this facility. 

C–130 Squadron Operations Center, Greater Peoria RAP, Illi-
nois.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $400,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Combat Arms Training Simulator/Maintenance Facility, Hector 
Field, North Dakota.—Of the funds provided for unspecified minor 
construction in this account, the Appropriations Committees direct 
that $1,500,000 be made available for the construction of this facil-
ity. 
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Combat Communications Training Complex, Springfield—Beckley 
Air National Guard Base, Ohio.—Of the funds provided for plan-
ning and design in this account, the Appropriations Committees di-
rect that $1,100,000 be made available for the design of this facil-
ity. 

Conventional Munitions Shop, Joe Foss Field, South Dakota.—Of 
the funds provided for unspecified minor construction in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,900,000 be 
made available for the construction of this facility. 

Replace Control Tower, Quonset State AP, Rhode Island.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $600,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Security Gate, Rickenbacker Airport ANG Base, Ohio.—Of the 
funds provided for unspecified minor construction in this account, 
the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,600,000 be made 
available for the construction of this facility. 

TFI Digital Ground Station FOC Beddown, Otis ANGB, Massa-
chusetts.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,700,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 

The bill appropriates $282,607,000 for Military Construction, 
Army Reserve. 

Reserve Center, Bryan, Texas.—Of the funds provided for plan-
ning and design in this account, the Appropriations Committees di-
rect that $920,000 be made available for the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 

The bill appropriates $57,045,000 for Military Construction, 
Navy Reserve. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

The bill appropriates $36,958,000 for Military Construction, Air 
Force Reserve. 

Joint Services Lodging Facility, Westover ARB, Massachusetts.— 
Of the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the 
Appropriations Committees direct that $943,000 be made available 
for the design of this facility. 

Joint Services Lodging Facility, Youngstown Air Reserve Station, 
Ohio.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $900,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION SECURITY INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM 

The bill appropriates $230,867,000 for the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization Security Investment Program. 

Notification on Delaying the Authorization or Funding of 
Projects.—The Department of Defense is directed to notify the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress within 
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14 days of the U.S. taking action to delay temporarily the author-
ization of projects, or to withhold temporarily funds from previously 
authorized projects, due to shortfalls in U.S. obligation authority. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

The bill appropriates $646,580,000 for Family Housing Construc-
tion, Army. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

The bill appropriates $716,110,000 for Family Housing Operation 
and Maintenance, Army. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

The bill appropriates $380,123,000 for Family Housing Construc-
tion, Navy and Marine Corps. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

The bill appropriates $376,062,000 for Family Housing Operation 
and Maintenance, Navy and Marine Corps. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

The bill appropriates $395,879,000 for Family Housing Construc-
tion, Air Force. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

The bill appropriates $594,465,000 for Family Housing Operation 
and Maintenance, Air Force. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

The bill appropriates $49,231,000 for Family Housing Operation 
and Maintenance, Defense-Wide. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND 

The bill appropriates $850,000 for the Department of Defense 
Family Housing Improvement Fund. 

HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE FUND 

The bill appropriates $4,500,000 for the Homeowners Assistance 
Fund. 

CHEMICAL DEMILITARIZATION CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

The bill appropriates $144,278,000 for Chemical Demilitarization 
Construction, Defense-Wide. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 1990 

The bill appropriates $458,377,000 for the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account 1990. The bill includes an increase of 
$65,000,000 above the budget request, of which $15,000,000 is pro-
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vided for the Army and $50,000,000 is provided for the Navy. The 
Appropriations Committees direct the Army and Navy to submit an 
expenditure plan for the additional funds provided no later than 30 
days following the enactment of this Act. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 2005 

The bill appropriates $8,765,613,000 for the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account 2005. The decrease from the request is 
a general reduction. The Appropriations Committees note that 
$1,749,076,000 was requested for operation and maintenance and 
‘‘other’’ activities within this account, and urge the Department to 
first consider applying the reduction to these activities rather than 
to construction. The Department is directed to continue notifying 
the Appropriations Committees of any above-threshold cost or 
scope variation in projects, any cancellation of projects, or any 
transfer of funds among accounts and construction projects associ-
ated with the BRAC 2005 program. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The bill includes section 101 limiting the use of funds under a 
cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract. 

The bill includes section 102 allowing the use of construction 
funds in this title for hire of passenger motor vehicles. 

The bill includes section 103 allowing the use of construction 
funds in this title for advances to the Federal Highway Administra-
tion for the construction of access roads. 

The bill includes section 104 prohibiting construction of new 
bases in the United States without a specific appropriation. 

The bill includes section 105 limiting the use of funds for the 
purchase of land or land easements that exceed 100 percent of the 
value. 

The bill includes section 106 prohibiting the use of funds, except 
funds appropriated in this title for that purpose, for family hous-
ing. 

The bill includes section 107 limiting the use of minor construc-
tion funds to transfer or relocate activities. 

The bill includes section 108 prohibiting the procurement of steel 
unless American producers, fabricators, and manufacturers have 
been allowed to compete. 

The bill includes section 109 prohibiting the use of construction 
and family housing funds available to pay real property taxes in 
any foreign nation. 

The bill includes section 110 prohibiting the use of funds to ini-
tiate a new installation overseas without prior notification. 

The bill includes section 111 establishing a preference for Amer-
ican architectural and engineering services for overseas projects. 

The bill includes section 112 establishing a preference for Amer-
ican contractors in certain locations. 

The bill includes section 113 requiring congressional notification 
of military exercises where construction costs exceed $100,000. 

The bill includes section 114 limiting obligations in the last two 
months of the fiscal year. 
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The bill includes section 115 allowing funds appropriated in prior 
years for new projects authorized during the current session of 
Congress. 

The bill includes section 116 allowing the use of lapsed or ex-
pired funds to pay the cost of supervision for any project being com-
pleted with lapsed funds. 

The bill includes section 117 allowing military construction funds 
to be available for five years. 

The bill includes section 118 requiring an annual report on ac-
tions taken to encourage other nations to assume a greater share 
of the common defense burden to include a classified report option, 
if necessary. 

The bill includes section 119 allowing the transfer of proceeds be-
tween BRAC accounts. 

The bill includes section 120 allowing the transfer of funds from 
Family Housing Construction accounts to the Family Housing Im-
provement Fund. 

The bill includes section 121 requiring congressional notification 
prior to issuing a solicitation for a contract with the private sector 
for family housing. 

The bill includes section 122 allowing transfers to the Home-
owners Assistance Fund. 

The bill includes section 123 limiting the source of operation and 
maintenance funds for flag and general officer quarters. 

The bill includes section 124 extending the availability of funds 
in the Ford Island Improvement Fund. 

The bill includes section 125 placing limitations on the expendi-
ture of funds for projects impacted by BRAC 2005. 

The bill includes section 126 allowing the transfer of expired 
funds to the Foreign Currency Fluctuation, Construction, Defense 
account. 

The bill includes section 127 prohibiting the use of funds for any 
action that is related to or promotes the expansion of the bound-
aries or size of the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. 

The bill includes section 128 allowing for the reprogramming of 
military construction funds among projects and activities. 

The bill includes section 129 transferring funds to the American 
Battle Monuments Commission for an engineering study of the La-
fayette Escadrille Memorial. This section shall not be construed to 
indicate the Appropriations Committees intend to provide future 
appropriations for the restoration, preservation, maintenance, or 
operation of this private memorial. 

The bill includes section 130 rescinding funds from Public Law 
110–5 due to the cancellation of military family housing construc-
tion at the Defense Supply Center, Richmond, Virginia. 

The bill includes section 131 providing an additional $28,000,000 
to the Air National Guard for a fire safety initiative. 

The bill includes section 132 providing an additional 
$147,000,000 to the Army National Guard for an emerging require-
ments initiative. 
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TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

New GI Bill implementation.—Public Law 110–252 provided 
$100,000,000 for salaries and expenses and $20,000,000 for infor-
mation technology to implement the ‘‘Post–9/11 Veterans Edu-
cational Assistance Act of 2008’’. The Department has testified to 
the Congress its intent to implement this benefit by accelerating 
the development of The Educational Expert System (TEES) and ex-
pect this automated system to be operational by August 1, 2009, 
when the Act becomes effective. The Committees are greatly con-
cerned that the Department is relying exclusively on the success of 
this automation to ensure a timely, satisfactory implementation of 
this program. The Committees agree that veterans should be able 
to apply for educational benefits electronically but also want to en-
sure that these veterans are permitted to apply using a non-elec-
tronic method. Additionally, the Committees agree that these vet-
erans should be able to obtain assistance from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs educational benefit employees for any questions or 
concerns that they may have when filing their application. Further, 
the Committees also agree that the implementation of this program 
should not cause the Department to lose ground in improving the 
timeliness of claims processing for other educational benefits. The 
Committees direct the Department to report within 30 days of en-
actment of this Act on the plan to develop and deploy TEES for 
this program, its contingency plan if delays preclude deployment by 
August 1, 2009, the process that will allow veterans to file applica-
tions by a non-electronic means, the process that will allow vet-
erans to obtain the assistance of educational benefit employees, the 
metrics that the Department will use to measure veteran satisfac-
tion with claims processing for this program, and the steps the De-
partment will take to ensure that implementation of this benefit 
does not negatively impact other educational benefits programs. 
The Committees direct the Department to include in its quarterly 
status report to the Committees the progress made by the Depart-
ment to meet the milestones for the implementation of TEES as 
presented on September 11, 2008, to the Congress, the average 
days to process educational benefits claims for the other edu-
cational benefits programs, the average days to process claims for 
this program upon implementation, and the amounts executed to 
implement this program including TEES. In addition, the Commit-
tees direct the Office of Inspector General to provide a quarterly re-
port to the Committees to include a review of the Department’s 
success in meeting project milestones, an assessment of the imple-
mentation plan, and identification of any issues that may prevent 
the timely, satisfactory implementation of this program. 
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VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill appropriates $43,111,681,000 for Compensation and Pen-
sions. Of the amount provided, not more than $26,798,000 is to be 
transferred to General Operating Expenses, Medical Support and 
Compliance, and Information Technology Systems for reimburse-
ment of necessary expenses in implementing provisions of title 38. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 

The bill appropriates $3,832,944,000 for Readjustment Benefits. 
The amount appropriated is $746,000,000 more than the budget re-
quest and reflects the partial year cost of the Post–9/11 Veterans 
Educational Assistance Act of 2008, which becomes effective on Au-
gust 1, 2009. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

The bill appropriates $42,300,000 for Veterans Insurance and In-
demnities. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND 

The bill appropriates such sums as may be necessary for costs 
associated with direct and guaranteed loans for the Veterans Hous-
ing Benefit Program Fund. The bill limits obligations for direct 
loans to not more than $500,000 and provides that $157,210,000 
shall be available for administrative expenses. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill appropriates $61,000 for the cost of direct loans for the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Loans Program Account, plus $320,000 to 
be paid to the General Operating Expenses account. The bill pro-
vides for a direct loan limitation of $3,180,000. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The bill appropriates $646,000 for administrative expenses of the 
Native American Veteran Housing Loan Program Account. 

GUARANTEED TRANSITIONAL HOUSING LOANS FOR HOMELESS 
VETERANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The bill provides up to $750,000 of the funds available in Gen-
eral Operating Expenses and Medical Support and Compliance to 
carry out the Guaranteed Transitional Housing Loans for Homeless 
Veterans Program Account. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund.—The bill includes language 
to allow a minimum of $15,000,000, to be transferred to the Health 
Care Sharing Incentive Fund to facilitate collaboration between the 
Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs. The Appropriations 
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Committees agree the most important area for collaboration and in-
vestment between these departments is to ensure a seamless tran-
sition for our veterans. While the Appropriations Committees do 
not intend to preclude the use of this fund for any joint project, the 
Committees strongly urge that priority for funding be given to im-
proving the continuity of care for our veterans through joint clinics; 
the development of additional programs for women veterans health 
issues and the identification and treatment of military sexual trau-
ma; the development of collaborative suicide prevention programs 
and initiatives; the development of registries for trauma, Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI); and the development of joint clinical practice guidelines for 
polytrauma injury, traumatic brain injury (to include diagnostics), 
blast injury, mental health/PTSD, burn, and amputee patients 
based on evidence-based medicine. 

Priority 8 Enrollment.—Funding has been provided within the 
Medical Services; Medical Support and Compliance; Medical Facili-
ties; Construction, Minor Projects; and Information Technology 
Systems accounts to support increased enrollment for Priority 8 
veterans whose income exceeds the current veterans means test 
and geographic means test income thresholds by 10 percent or less. 
The Secretary is directed to report to the Committees on Appro-
priations within 60 days of enactment of this Act on the plan to 
provide medical care to this segment of Priority 8 veterans. 

Innovation.—The Appropriations Committees agree that invest-
ing in innovation is a key factor in ensuring a responsive, efficient, 
quality health care system and commends the Department for pro-
viding funds from the National Reserve Fund to finance innovation. 
The Committees believe that more can be done, however, to test 
and adopt innovations from the private sector and encourage the 
Department to increase funding for this program so that additional 
public/private pilot projects may be implemented in fiscal year 
2009. The Committees direct the Department to report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress annually on 
the funding provided, and from which account, from the National 
Reserve Fund for innovation for the previous fiscal year by April 
1st of each year. 

Transfer Authority.—The bill provides the Department with 
below threshold transfer authority between the Medical Services 
and Medical Support and Compliance accounts. Transfer authority 
is included in order for individual medical centers to have the flexi-
bility to address emergent needs. The Secretary is directed to in-
clude in the Department’s quarterly reports an accounting, by 
VISN, of the utilization of this below threshold transfer authority. 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill appropriates $30,969,903,000 for Medical Services. Of 
the amount provided, $1,600,000,000 is available for obligation 
until September 30, 2010. 

The bill provides $375,000,000 to increase Priority 8 enrollment. 
The bill also includes an additional $133,000,000 to increase the 
beneficiary travel reimbursement mileage rate to 41.5 cents per 
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mile while freezing the deductible at current levels; an additional 
$200,000,000 to increase fee-based services, to be allocated in a 
manner not subject to the Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation 
model; an additional $250,000,000 for a rural health initiative; an 
additional $12,000,000 for Vet Centers; an additional $7,000,000 
for expanded outpatient services for the blind; an additional 
$6,900,000 for the military eye injury registry and joint DoD/VA 
Center of Excellence; an additional $116,000,000 for new genera-
tion prosthetics and sensory aids; an additional $7,500,000 for 
Homeless Grant and Per Diem liaisons; an additional $8,000,000 to 
restore the Homeless Grant and Per Diem program to the fully au-
thorized level of $130,000,000; an additional $30,000,000 for the 
HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program to address any 
increase in the number of vouchers authorized and directs the De-
partment to increase the number of caseworkers as necessary to ac-
commodate the increase in vouchers. The Department is directed to 
provide at least $5,000,000 for caseworkers if the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development creates a demonstration program 
to test methods of homeless prevention among the veteran popu-
lation. 

Neurobehavioral Rehabilitation and Recovery.—The Appropria-
tions Committees strongly urge the Department to establish and 
expand cooperative agreements with public and private entities 
with neurobehavioral rehabilitation and recovery experience in the 
treatment of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) as recommended in sec-
tion 1703 of Public Law 110–181. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE 

The bill appropriates $4,450,000,000 for Medical Support and 
Compliance. Of the amount provided, $250,000,000 is available for 
obligation until September 30, 2010. 

Third Party Collections.—The Department is directed to report to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress on 
the specific actions taken to improve third party collections by Feb-
ruary 26, 2009. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 

The bill appropriates $5,029,000,000 for Medical Facilities. The 
bill also includes language allowing $350,000,000 of the funds to be 
available until September 30, 2010. The bill further specifies that 
$300,000,000 for non-recurring maintenance shall be allocated in a 
manner not subject to the Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation 
model. The Appropriations Committees are in agreement that the 
funding provided above the budget request shall be used to address 
both facility condition assessment deficiencies and other essential 
requirements. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 

The bill appropriates $510,000,000 for Medical and Prosthetic 
Research. 

The bill restores the cut proposed in the budget request and pro-
vides additional funding for research topics most prevalent in the 
veteran population such as polytrauma, sensory loss, Post-Trau-
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matic Stress Disorder, suicide prevention, and women veteran 
health issues. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 

The bill appropriates $230,000,000 for the National Cemetery 
Administration. Of the amount provided, $23,000,000 is available 
until September 30, 2010. 

The bill includes sufficient additional funding so at least 
$25,000,000 can be dedicated to correct deficiencies at national 
cemeteries, including those identified in the 2002 Millennium Act 
report to Congress. In addition, the Department is directed to un-
dertake gravesite renovation projects to replace turf, repair sunken 
graves, and raise, realign and clean headstones. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES 

The bill appropriates $1,801,867,000 for General Operating Ex-
penses. The bill provides not less than $1,466,095,000 for the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration, an increase of $94,342,000 to the 
budget request. Of the amount provided, $83,000,000 is available 
for obligation until September 30, 2010. 

The bill also provides for a limitation on the purchase of pas-
senger motor vehicles for use in operation by the Veterans Benefits 
Administration in Manila, Philippines. 

Funding Increases.—The bill includes an increase of 
$102,000,000 for General Operating Expenses when compared to 
the President’s budget request. The Appropriations Committees 
agree to provide $92,342,000 for the hiring of additional claims 
processors. It is estimated that this increase will enable the De-
partment to hire 1,100 claims processors in addition to over 900 
planned for hiring as part of the budget request. In addition, the 
Appropriations Committees have provided $2,000,000 for the leas-
ing of office space to house these new employees. As the Depart-
ment experiences an increase in the number of claims being filed, 
as well as an increase in the number of appeals, both the Board 
of Veterans Appeals and the Office of General Counsel will require 
additional personnel to handle these appeals. Therefore, the bill in-
cludes an increase of $3,838,000 for the Board of Veterans Appeals 
and $3,220,000 for the Office of General Counsel. The amount pro-
vided also includes an increase of $600,000 for the Office of Man-
agement. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

The bill appropriates $2,489,391,000 for Information Technology 
Systems. The bill directs the Department to submit an expenditure 
plan to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress within 30 days of enactment. The bill also establishes a fund-
ing floor of $48,000,000 for the Financial and Logistics Integrated 
Technology Enterprise (FLITE) program. 

The amount provided includes an increase of $47,325,000 when 
compared to the budget request. This increased amount includes 
$5,000,000 for IT related to additional claims processors, 
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$2,000,000 for IT related to the eye injury registry, $35,000,000 for 
emergent medical center needs, and $5,325,000 increase for FLITE. 

The Office of Information Technology is directed to provide an IT 
expenditure report to the Committees on Appropriations on a 
monthly basis. This report shall include a comparison to the project 
costs included in the base reprogramming letter submitted to the 
Congress, and provide an explanation for any differences in excess 
of $1,000,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The bill appropriates $87,818,000 for the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral. Of the amount provided, $5,000,000 is available for obligation 
until September 30, 2010. 

The bill is $11,318,000 above the budget request for the Office 
of Inspector General. The additional funding includes $4,500,000 to 
cover the cost of undertaking a systematic review of community- 
based outpatient clinics, Vet Centers, and VBA regional offices. The 
Committees on Appropriations anticipate that the review of re-
gional offices will include an assessment of the quality of benefit 
claims processing. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 

The bill appropriates $923,382,000 for Construction, Major 
Projects. 

The Department is directed to allocate $401,210,000 of this 
amount to projects reflected in the VA’s 5–Year Capital Plan, 
which was transmitted as part of the Department’s FY 2009 de-
tailed budget justification. This additional funding is to be used to 
complete the unfunded requirements of ongoing projects and to ini-
tiate the planning, design, and construction of new projects to the 
extent that funding can be executed in fiscal year 2009. The De-
partment is directed to provide the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress with a detailed list of how these funds 
will be allocated, within 60 days of enactment of this Act. 

The bill funds the following items ($000): 
Veterans Health Administration: 

Denver, CO ...................................................................................... 20,000 
Orlando, FL ..................................................................................... 120,000 
San Juan, PR .................................................................................. 64,400 
Lee County, FL ............................................................................... 111,412 
St. Louis, MO .................................................................................. 5,000 
Bay Pines, FL ................................................................................. 17,430 
Advance Planning Fund ................................................................. 40,000 
Asbestos/Contaminates Abatement ............................................... 3,000 
BRAC Land Acquisition ................................................................. 5,000 
Claims Analyses ............................................................................. 2,000 
Facility Security Projects ............................................................... 11,930 
Hazardous Waste Abatement ........................................................ 2,000 
Judgment Fund .............................................................................. 10,000 
Sustainability and Energy .............................................................
Previously appropriated projects, Five-Year Capital Plan 

projects, and cost adjustments ................................................... 5,000 
401,210 

Total, Veterans Health Admin. ....................................... 818,382 
National Cemetery Administration: 

Puerto Rico National Cemetery ..................................................... 33,900 
Massachusetts National Cemetery ................................................ 20,500 
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Calverton, NY National Cemetery ................................................ 29,000 
Advance Planning Fund ................................................................. 6,000 
NCA Land Acquisition ................................................................... 5,000 
Sustainability and Energy ............................................................. 10,600 

Total, National Cemetery Admin. ................................... 105,000 

Total, Major Construction ............................................... 923,382 

Chattanooga National Cemetery.—The Department is directed to 
provide a report to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress by March 31, 2009, on the feasibility of using 
funds from the NCA land acquisition fund to purchase lands adja-
cent to the Chattanooga National Cemetery to meet the expansion 
needs of the facility. 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 

The bill appropriates $741,534,000 for Construction, Minor 
Projects. Of the amount provided, the Appropriations Committees 
agree that not less than $75,000,000 shall be used for infrastruc-
ture improvements for the National Cemetery Administration and 
not less than $41,300,000 shall be for minor construction for the 
Veterans Benefits Administration. The Appropriations Committees 
are in agreement that the Department shall submit an expenditure 
plan to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress which specifies how the Department intends to execute the 
funding provided by this bill. In addition, the bill specifies that 
$7,000,000 shall be used for the installation of alternative fueling 
stations at 35 medical facility campuses. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES 

The bill appropriates $175,000,000 for Grants for Construction of 
State Extended Care Facilities. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE VETERANS CEMETERIES 

The bill appropriates $42,000,000 for Grants for Construction of 
State Veterans Cemeteries. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The bill includes section 201 allowing for transfers among var-
ious mandatory accounts. 

The bill includes section 202 allowing for the transfer of funds 
among the three medical accounts for the purpose of perfecting the 
restructuring of the Veterans Health Administration accounts. 

The bill includes section 203 allowing for the use of salaries and 
expenses funds to be used for other authorized purposes. 

The bill includes section 204 restricting the use of funds for the 
acquisition of land. 

The bill includes section 205 limiting the use of funds in the 
Medical Services account to only entitled beneficiaries or unless re-
imbursement is made to the Department. 

The bill includes section 206 allowing for the use of certain man-
datory appropriations accounts for payment of prior year accrued 
obligations for those accounts. 
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The bill includes section 207 allowing for the use of appropria-
tions available in this title to pay prior year obligations. 

The bill includes section 208 allowing funds for the administra-
tion of the National Service Life Insurance Fund, the Veterans’ 
Special Life Insurance Fund, and the United States Government 
Life Insurance Fund. 

The bill includes section 209 allowing for the proceeds from en-
hanced-use leases to be obligated in the year in which the proceeds 
are received. 

The bill includes section 210 allowing for the use of funds in this 
title for salaries and other administrative expenses to be used to 
reimburse the Office of Resolution Management and the Office of 
Employment Discrimination Complaint Adjudication. 

The bill includes section 211 limiting the use of funds for any 
lease with an estimated annual rental of more than $1,000,000 un-
less approved by the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses 
of Congress. 

The bill includes section 212 requiring the Secretary of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to collect third-party payer informa-
tion for persons treated for non-service connected disability. 

The bill includes section 213 allowing for the use of enhanced-use 
leasing revenues for Construction, Major Projects and Construction, 
Minor Projects. 

The bill includes section 214 allowing for the use of Medical 
Services funds to be used for recreational facilities and funeral ex-
penses. 

The bill includes section 215 allowing for funds deposited into the 
Medical Care Collections Fund to be transferred to the Medical 
Services account. 

The bill includes section 216 allowing Alaskan veterans to use 
medical facilities of the Indian Health Service or tribal organiza-
tions at no additional cost to the Department of Veterans Affairs 
or the Indian Health Service. 

The bill includes section 217 providing for the transfer of funds 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs Capital Asset Fund to the 
Construction, Major Projects and Construction, Minor Projects ac-
counts and makes those funds available until expended. 

The bill includes section 218 prohibiting the expenditure of funds 
to replace the current system by which VISNs select and contract 
for diabetes monitoring supplies and equipment. 

The bill includes section 219 prohibiting the use of funds on any 
policy prohibiting the use of outreach or marketing to enroll new 
veterans. 

The bill includes section 220 requiring the Secretary to submit 
quarterly reports on the financial status and service level status of 
the Veterans Health Administration. 

The bill includes section 221 allowing for the transfer of funds 
from various accounts to the Information Technology Systems ac-
count. 

The bill includes section 222 providing for transfer of funds 
among projects within the Information Technology Systems ac-
count. 

The bill includes section 223 allowing for the transfer of any 
prior year balances and/or credits in the Reinstated Entitlement 
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Program for Survivors account to the Compensation and Pensions 
account. 

The bill includes section 224 extending the effective date of sec-
tion 1710 of title 38, United States Code which allows for the col-
lection of co-payments for certain services. 

The bill includes section 225 extending the effective date of sec-
tion 1729 of title 38, United States Code which provides for third- 
party collections. 

The bill includes section 226 maintaining funding for Gulf War 
Illness Research at levels not less than those made available in fis-
cal year 2008. 

The bill includes section 227 authorizing the transfer of not more 
than $5,000,000 to the Secretary of Health and Human Services for 
a Graduate Psychology Education Program which directly benefits 
veterans. 

The bill includes section 228 prohibiting any funds to be used to 
contract out any function performed by more than ten employees 
without a fair competition process. 

The bill includes section 229 authorizing the lease of a major 
medical facility. 

The bill includes section 230 limiting the amount of non-recur-
ring maintenance funds that can be obligated during the last 2 
months of the fiscal year. 

The bill includes section 231 amending section 2703 of Public 
Law 109–234 regarding the transfer of property to the City of Gulf-
port, Mississippi. 

The bill includes section 232 freezing the deductible of the bene-
ficiary travel program at fiscal year 2008 levels. 

The bill includes section 233 extending the effective date of sec-
tion 1703 of title 38, United States Code which allows for recovery 
audits. 

The bill includes section 234 extending the effective date of sec-
tion 5317 of title 38, United States Code which provides for income 
verification. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill appropriates $59,470,000 for Salaries and Expenses. 
The Appropriations Committees agree that the increase above 

the budget request shall be used for capital improvements and in-
frastructure modernization. The Appropriations Committees agree 
that the Commission shall submit a report to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress by February 27, 2009, 
detailing funding required to correct maintenance and infrastruc-
ture deficiencies at all cemeteries and memorials for which the 
Commission is responsible. 
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FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 

The bill appropriates such sums as necessary, estimated at 
$17,100,000, for the Foreign Currency Fluctuations Account. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill appropriates $30,975,000 for the Salaries and Expenses 
account. The amount provided includes $1,700,000 for the pro bono 
program. 

The bill includes $7,000,000 for the cost of advance planning and 
design associated with construction of a new Veterans Courthouse 
and Justice Center. The Appropriations Committees anticipate that 
the Court will transfer these funds to the General Services Admin-
istration for execution of the project. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 

CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill appropriates $36,730,000 for Salaries and Expenses. 
The Appropriations Committees agree that the increase of 

$5,500,000 above the budget request shall be used to continue the 
program to realign government-issued headstones and accelerate 
the Millennium project. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 

TRUST FUNDS 

The bill appropriates $63,010,000 for the Armed Forces Retire-
ment Home (AFRH). The bill further specifies that $8,025,000 shall 
remain available until expended for construction and renovation of 
the physical plants at both Washington, DC and Gulfport, MS cam-
puses. 

TITLE IV 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

The bill includes section 401 prohibiting the obligation of funds 
in the Act beyond the current fiscal year unless expressly so pro-
vided. 

The bill includes section 402 requiring pay raises to be absorbed 
within the levels appropriated in the Act. 

The bill includes section 403 prohibiting the use of the funds in 
this Act for programs, projects or activities not in compliance with 
Federal law relating to risk assessment, the protection of private 
property rights, or unfunded mandates. 

The bill includes section 404 prohibiting the use of funds in the 
Act to support or defeat legislation pending before Congress. 

The bill includes section 405 encouraging all Departments to ex-
pand their use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’. 
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The bill includes section 406 prohibiting the transfer of funds to 
any instrumentality of the United States Government without au-
thority from an appropriations Act. 

The bill includes section 407 specifying the congressional commit-
tees that are to receive all reports and notifications. 

The bill includes section 408 prohibiting the use of funds to mod-
ify the standards applicable to the determination of the entitlement 
of veterans to special monthly pensions. 

The bill includes section 409 prohibiting the use of funds for a 
project or program named for a serving Member, Delegate, or Resi-
dent Commissioner of the Congress. 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CONGRESSIONALLY 
DIRECTED SPENDING ITEMS 

Following is a list of congressional earmarks and congressionally 
directed spending items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives and rule XLIV of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, respectively) included in the bill or this ex-
planatory statement, along with the name of each Senator, House 
Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner who submitted a re-
quest to the Committee of jurisdiction for each item so identified. 
Neither the bill nor the explanatory statement contains any limited 
tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as defined in the applicable 
House and Senate rules. 
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