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The voters elected a Republican ma-

jority to disassemble the big Govern-
ment bureaucracy that the Democrats
built up over the last 40 years.

Republicans are keeping their prom-
ise with the American people through
the Contract With America, despite the
delaying and occasionally obstruction-
ist tactics we see on the other side of
the aisle.

We are working to reduce the size
and scope and cost of government.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to suggest
to the President that for his State of
the Union Address tonight he should
just read the Contract With America.
These are the issues concerning the
people, and these are the issues they
want to hear the President support to-
night.
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FREEDOM OF SPEECH STIFLED

(Mr. KLINK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, for 24 years
I was a journalist. I did stories on and
about murderers, rapists, drug dealers,
politicians that were in trouble, even
police officers who had crossed the
line. And I was threatened many times,
told not to carry a story or threatened
if I was to move forward.

Never in 24 years was my freedom of
speech stifled until last night. And it
did not happen in a dark alley, it hap-
pened on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives. Only two Members of
the minority side were allowed to
speak last night about a very con-
troversial issue, and they were only
given 3 minutes.

Never in my time in the House have
I seen this. 202 Members were told,
‘‘You can’t speak, you can’t debate.’’

In all those years when I was threat-
ened, in all those years when someone
tried to stop the debate, the free flow
of ideas, I learned one thing about it:
that they were afraid of the exposure of
that idea. They did not want to have a
debate. And when you are afraid of de-
bate, it shows the weakness in your
philosophy and a weakness of where
you are coming from.

Ladies and gentlemen, I think we
have got to continue pushing for our
rights to at least have a debate on
these issues, win or lose.
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THE CHOICE IS CLEAR: SMALLER,
MORE EFFICIENT, LESS COSTLY
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. WICKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, in the
last election people gave this Congress
a specific mandate: they want a small-
er, more efficient and less costly gov-
ernment. This week Members of this
body will have the opportunity to
begin fulfilling that mandate by voting

‘‘yes’’ on a balanced budget amend-
ment.

I believe most Members would agree
that this Government is too intrusive
in our lives. By forcing ourselves to
balance the budget, we can begin
downsizing the Federal Government.

The choice is clear, and the American
people know it. If you want smaller,
more efficient, and less costly govern-
ment, then you will vote for the bal-
anced budget amendment with tax lim-
itation provision. But if you want to
maintain the status quo of intrusive,
big-government solutions, then you
will vote against this amendment.

I urge my colleagues to vote with the
American people and for the balanced
budget amendment.
f

LET US WORRY ABOUT THE
BUDGET NOW, NOT IN 2002

(Mr. MASCARA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, as a
former county commissioner and an ac-
countant, I know what it means to bal-
ance a budget. I have balanced 16 of
them. I know what it means to make
sure that the numbers add up cor-
rectly. It means sitting down and set-
ting priorities, deciding whether to
build bridges, build a jail, or to build
new drains down Main Street. It means
seeing if revenues equal the needed
outlays, and it means doing something
about it if they do not.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle would like us to believe that
the budget can be balanced by magic.
They say if we pass a balanced budget
amendment and it goes into effect in
the year 2002, well, we will worry about
it then somehow. I say we had better
worry about it now. We have to start
laying out a roadmap that will lead us
to the balanced budget. We must let
the American people know now what
they are in for; namely, some very
tough times and very difficult deci-
sions. My friends on the other side of
the aisle say we just cannot predict
what will happen in 5 years. I have
been predicting for years as a county
commissioner what will happen 20
years later.
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MORE ON UNFUNDED MANDATES

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, soon the
House of Representatives will wrap up
debate and vote on H.R. 5. But since de-
bate on the floor began, it is clear the
bill’s opponents just do not get it. The
supporters of unfunded mandates con-
tinue to argue that if there was no big
brother, a Federal big brother, Ameri-
ca’s children would be subjected to all
sorts of horrible things. They seem to
be saying Washington cannot trust the
State Governors and legislators with
these responsibilities. Well, the tax-
payers know better.

It is time to change that same men-
tality that has governed this town for
the last 40 years. State Governors and
elected officials were chosen, and the
taxpayers are being belittled by Mem-
bers of this body for those choices.

Apparently, the only people who
know how to clean the water or take
care of the children are those whose
credentials are backed by the Federal
bureaucracy. How unthoughtful to
those State and local officials and to
the voters who decided to change to a
new way of thinking at both the State
and Federal levels. It is time to give
local officials a little credit and adopt
the unfunded mandates legislation.
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BOOKGATE

(Mr. BECERRA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard a growing number of conflicting
and disturbing reports over Bookgate,
the Speaker’s book deal. Here is the
bottom line, though: If the Republicans
want to close the books on this epi-
sode, it is time for them to open up the
books to the book deal and accept the
call for an independent counsel to in-
vestigate these mysterious dealings.

Some Republicans are hoping that
this issue will quietly disappear. But,
Mr. Speaker, it will not go away, for a
simple reason: America does not know
what there is to ‘‘go away.’’

As recently as last week, the Speaker
and Republican leaders met with media
moguls in this country, including ty-
coon Rupert Murdoch. Murdoch is
pushing the Congress to eliminate the
ban on foreign ownership of America’s
TV and newspaper companies.
Murdoch’s publishing company, by the
way, was the one that gave the Speak-
er the $4.5 million book deal. Do not
forget also that Murdoch and his lobby-
ists had a private meeting with the
Speaker prior to the announcement of
that lucrative book deal. Last week’s
meeting could have been just a friendly
get-together, or there might have been
a lot more to it than that.

It is time to, Mr. Speaker, open up
the process and find out exactly what
did happen.

f

PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, the people of this country spoke
last November. But it is apparent to
anyone who is paying attention to
what is going on in this House that the
Democratic Party is doing everything
they can to derail the Contract With
America. They are proposing hundreds
of amendments to slow down the proc-
ess. All I want to say is that it is the
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height of hypocrisy, the height of hy-
pocrisy for the Democrats to come
down here and complain about what
the Republicans are doing after the
way they have run this House for the
last 40 years.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I demand
that the gentleman’s words be taken
down.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAYS). The gentleman will be seated.

The Clerk will report the words.
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The Clerk read as follows:
But it is apparent to anyone who is paying

attention to what is going on that the Demo-
cratic Party is doing everything they can to
derail the Contract With America. They are
proposing hundreds of amendments to slow
down the process. All I want to say is that it
is the height of hypocrisy, the height of hy-
pocrisy for the Democrats to come down here
and complain about what the Republicans
are doing after the way they have run this
House for the last 40 years.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAYS). The Chair is prepared to rule.

It would be out of order for the gen-
tleman to make reference to a particu-
lar Member, but precedent suggests
that reference to procedures, or amend-
ments, or to parties is not out of order.

The House will proceed in regular
order please.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I have a
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. NADLER. The second half of the
statement of the distinguished gen-
tleman made reference to the hypoc-
risy of the Democrats. The context
clearly indicated that it was the Demo-
cratic Members of the House that he
was referring to. My parliamentary in-
quiry, therefore:

Since the rules prohibit the impugn-
ing of motives of Members of the
House, and the gentleman impugned
the motives of a group of Members of
the House, just under half the Members
of the House; so is it not permitted
under the rules then to impugn the mo-
tives of an individual Member of the
House, but to impugn the motives of a
group of Members of the House is per-
mitted?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair believes that collective political
motivation can be discussed and it was
not discernible that it was relating to
any particular Member.

The House will proceed in regular
order, please.

f

CALLING FOR A RENEWED
COMMITMENT TO AMERICORPS

(Mr. WARD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of the President in his ef-
forts to strengthen our communities
and enable young Americans to further

their education through the National
Service Program, AmeriCorps.

As a former Peace Corps volunteer, I
know the value of serving our commu-
nity here in the United States as well
as around the world.

Despite its short existence, President
Clinton’s National Service Program
has already achieved remarkable re-
sults in terms of participation, serving
our communities, and extending the in-
valuable benefits of higher education
to tens of thousands of young Ameri-
cans.

In my hometown of Louisville, the 22
volunteers of the ACME Program,
which is affiliated with AmeriCorps,
serves at-risk youths in local schools
through safety and education pro-
grams. Also in Kentucky, AmeriCorps
sponsors a housing and homeless pro-
gram. This program seeks to provide
affordable housing for those in need.

I believe that programs such as
AmeriCorps can only make our Nation
stronger and bring our people closer.
Mr. Speaker, I call for a renewed com-
mitment to AmeriCorps.
f

THE TIME TO DELIVER IS HERE

Mr. BROWNBACK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to address the body to comment
about the elections on November 8 and
the clear statement the American peo-
ple spoke of at that point, which was to
reduce the size, the scope, and the in-
trusiveness of the Federal Government.
It has come that time to stand and de-
liver.

I call on the administration to put
forward proposals looking at all Fed-
eral agencies for their continued work
and their efforts in questioning wheth-
er or not we should reduce the Federal
role in these areas, and I ask the ad-
ministration to address that and to ex-
amine whole roles of agencies and pro-
grams. This body has been continually
focused on the costs of these programs.
I would ask the body to consider the
responsibility of us to our children and
the enormous deficit that has been put
forth, the enormous debt that has been
accumulated and what responsibility
we have to the children of this country
to free them of that debt.

Mr. Speaker, it is one thing to spend
our children’s inheritance. It is quite
another to spend them in debt, as we
have, and also the opportunity we have
to free the society of these strains.
f

GET THE FACTS STRAIGHT

(Mr. ABERCROMBIE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, to
correct the record, I believe the gen-
tleman from the 18th District of Illi-
nois [Mr. LAHOOD] who surely is no
rookie to the process here, perhaps un-
intentionally mischaracterized what
has happened in terms of the history of

the House. He said, if I understood him
correctly, that no piece of major legis-
lation has ever passed under open rules
while the Democrat majority was in
power.

As a member of the Committee on
Armed Services and as a member of the
Committee on Natural Resources, Mr.
Speaker, I can tell my colleagues that
the gentleman from California [Mr.
DELLUMS] and the gentleman from
California [Mr. MILLER] conducted
every single piece of legislation under
open rules. Every single hearing, in-
cluding the budget hearings, were open.
Every single Member of the then-mi-
nority who wanted to offer an amend-
ment was able to do so, no matter how
long, no matter how lengthy. That was
the case.

Also, Mr. Speaker, I think it is a
mischaracterization not to indicate to
the American people and to new Mem-
bers of the House here that time was
equally divided always under the chair-
manships of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. DELLUMS] and the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. MILLER].

Get the facts straight, get the proc-
ess right, and good legislation will fol-
low.

f
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U.S. INVENTORS THREATENED BY
NEW REQUIREMENT OF GATT IM-
PLEMENTATION LEGISLATION

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
pardon me for talking about legislation
for a few moments.

Mr. Speaker, I am asking my col-
leagues today to join with almost 100
Members of this body in cosponsoring
H.R. 359. This legislation is aimed at
preventing a crime against the Amer-
ican people. That crime was made pos-
sible by a provision, not required by
GATT but snuck into the GATT imple-
mentation legislation, that will have
the effect of decreasing the number of
years of patent protection enjoyed by
American citizens.

H.R. 359 ensures that Americans will
have the 17 years of protection that has
traditionally been our right. Almost
100 Republicans, Democrats, protec-
tionists, free-traders, liberals, and con-
servatives have joined together to pre-
vent this rip-off that could see billions
of dollars that should go to American
inventors and investors instead ending
up in the bank accounts of foreign and
multinational corporations.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Members to
please join in cosponsoring H.R. 359.

f

THE NEW ANTIFEMININE TRENCH
INFECTION PILL

(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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