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work, the prisoners who fail to fulfill their
quotas are punished and liable to have their
prison terms extended. The health of many
prisoners has been effected by continual ex-
posure to the greenhouse atmosphere, ren-
dering them barely conscious of the sur-
roundings.

On August 25, 1992, I finished my prison
term and was finally released from prison.
Thirteen days later I escaped from Tibet. Be-
fore escaping, I made arrangements to ac-
quire some of the instruments of torture in
order to show them to the outside world. I
have brought a few of them here to show to
you. One is the type of electric cattle-prod
that was rammed into my mouth and also
the sexual organs of nun political prisoners.
This is the type of thumb-cuff that is used to
tie the detaineees diagonally across their
backs by the thumbs. This is one of the spe-
cial type of knives used by the Chinese police
to stab prisoners. These are just some of the
torture instruments used in the Laogai of
Tibet.

Mr. Chairman, the Tibetan people have
been suffering under the repressive Chinese
rule since 1949. Thousands and thousands of
innocent Tibetans have lost their lives and
the six million that remain are struggling to
keep the Tibetan culture alive under very
difficult conditions.

As the power dynamics in Beijing shift
over the next several months, there will be a
tremendous opportunity for the inter-
national community to foster a more demo-
cratic society in China. I appeal to you and
to the United States government to remain
vigilant in your effort to hold China ac-
countable for its actions against the Tibetan
people.

Just a few weeks ago, I testified before the
United Nations High Commission on Human
Rights, where a resolution condemning Chi-
na’s human rights violations against both
Tibetan and Chinese people was narrowly de-
feated. This was a very important effort, and
I humbly urge your government to return to
Geneva next year with a renewed effort con-
cerning human rights in Tibet and China. I
sincerely believe that unless there is strong
international condemnation of the Chinese
government’s treatment of the Tibetan peo-
ple, they will continue to commit such hor-
rors as described earlier against innocent po-
litical prisoners who insist on the fundamen-
tal rights of freedom of speech, association,
and religion, as well as the recognized right
of self-determination.

I am exceedingly grateful to you Mr.
Chairman, and to all members of this Com-
mittee, as well as all others for listening to
this short description of my life in the
Laogai in Tibet. I am only one of the few
lucky ones who survived and managed to es-
cape to the outside world. Many of my
friends and other political prisoners died in
the prisons and Laogai in Tibet. With them
also went the story of their untold
sufferings.

I thank you Mr. Chairman. Tashi deleg!
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to rise today to pay tribute to two
young women who are extraordinarily ambi-
tious and creative. Kami Grudzien and Kristina
Cannon, of Coventry, RI, are two of the seven

winners in the National Teen Business Plan
Competition.

This competition, sponsored by the Income
of Her Own organization, encourages teen-
agers to create their own businesses and de-
velop their economic skills. Kami and Kristina
produced an extremely ingenious idea which
incorporated their vision, creativity, and com-
passion. Their plan is to start a company
called World Cheerleading Dancers. This busi-
ness will stage two competitions each year for
young girls who want to develop dance and
cheerleading moves into a choreographic rou-
tine. This competition will provide young
women with the opportunity to simultaneously
develop self-confidence and performance
skills.

In addition to becoming entrepreneurs, Kami
and Kristina also plan to make a positive con-
tribution to the community with their enter-
prise. Five percent of the profits made by this
venture will be donated to the Impossible
Dream Foundation, which makes dreams
come true for ailing and handicapped children.

Besides being seasoned performers and
budding entrepreneurs, Kami and Kristina are
also successful students at Coventry Middle
School. Kristina is an accomplished student
athlete in softball and volleyball, and Kami has
received national recognition for an outstand-
ing 500-word poem on the Holocaust.

These two young women are among our
Nation’s most promising leaders. Their exam-
ple is a source of pride for all Rhode Island-
ers. I am truly inspired by individuals like Kami
and Kristina, who pursue the American tradi-
tion of creativeness and ingenuity in business
while having a positive impact on the commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting these two outstanding young
women as they begin to plan to hold their first
competition later this summer, and wish them
continued success.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, as we con-
sider tax cuts this week the difference be-
tween the Democrat and Republican philoso-
phies underlying becomes crystal clear.
Democrats believe that taxpayers exist to
serve Government. They really think that Gov-
ernment confers upon its citizens the privilege
of earning and keeping money. Republicans
work under a completely different mindset.
Taxpayers—also known as citizens—come
first, not the Government. Republicans believe
that individuals know best how to spend the
money they earn—at least better than some
bureaucrat sitting in a Washington office.

That is why we are proposing to let Amer-
ican families keep more of the money they
earn. The American family represents the
backbone of our society. Our current tax sys-
tem penalizes families with children. It does
not properly reflect the cost of rearing a child
today. The average family spends more on
taxes than it spends on food, clothing, and
shelter combined. Many families now need a
second earner not to support the household,

but to support the Government. Republicans
know this and are working to relieve American
families of this tax burden.

It cost middle-income families more than
$5,000 per year to rear a child. The American
family deserves a $500-per child tax credit.
Our bill allows families with annual incomes of
up to $200,000 to receive a full tax credit of
$500 per child. For incomes exceeding
$200,000, the tax credit is proportionally re-
duced to zero so that families making
$250,000 or more receive no credit. As a re-
sult, over 29 million families and 51 million
children will benefit. Nearly 70 percent of
those families benefiting have incomes of less
than $75,000.

Mr. Speaker, the most important thing we
can do for the American family is to get Gov-
ernment off of their back. The Republican
child tax credit provision gives American fami-
lies more of what they earn. Our bill increases
the resources available for parent to meet
their child-rearing cost, not Government costs.
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Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to be an original cosponsor of the American
Homemakers/Caregivers and Middle-Class
Flexible Savings Act of 1995. This bill is being
introduced by my colleague, MAURICE
HINCHEY, on behalf of the Progressive Caucus
as part of our 11-point alternative to the Re-
publican Contract With America.

My constituents have impressed upon me
the growing financial plight of many middle-
and low-income working Americans. They are
working harder and longer and finding it more
difficult all of the time to make financial ends
meet, let alone put any money into savings.
This legislation will make it easier for middle-
and low-income Americans who earn up to
$75,000 to save more, while giving those
Americans who are in an unforeseen financial
pinch greater penalty-free access to their Indi-
vidual Retirement Account [IRA] funds.

This Progressive Caucus bill will help
middle- and low-income taxpayers in four fun-
damental ways.

First, it will substantially increase the level of
contributions that they can deposit in an IRA.
Since IRA’s were first made possible in 1981,
the contribution levels governing how much
can be contributed annually and who can de-
duct their contributions, in sum or in part, have
eroded due to inflation.

Our bill increases contribution levels to
make up for inflation since 1981. It also in-
dexes contribution levels yearly to keep pace
with inflation.

Second, our bill authorizes higher IRA con-
tribution levels for nonworking spouses in
households with one or more children under
the age of 6. That contribution level will also
be indexed to keep pace with inflation.

This provision could be called the IRA
homemaker provision. Arguably, those Ameri-
cans who most need to save for retirement
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