United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 104 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 141

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 1995

No. 65

The Senate met at 10:30 a.m., on the
expiration of the recess, and was called
to order by the President pro tempore
[Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER
The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:
Let us pray:

Lord God, Sovereign of this Nation,
we praise You for the gift of authentic
hope. More than wishful thinking,
yearning, or shallow optimism, we turn
to You for lasting hope. We have
learned that true hope is based on the
expectation of the interventions of
Your spirit that always are on time
and in time. You are the intervening
Lord of the Passover, the opening of
the Red Sea, the giving of the Ten
Commandments. You have vanquished
the forces of evil, death, and fear
through the cross and the resurrection.
All through the history of our Nation,
You have blessed us with Your provi-
dential care. It is with gratitude that
we affirm, ‘‘Blessed is the Nation
whose God is the Lord”—Psalm 33:12.

May this sacred season culminating
in the Holy Week before us, including
both Passover and Easter, be a time of
rebirth of hope in us. May Your spirit
of hope displace the discordant spirit of
cynicism, discouragement, and dis-
unity. Hope through us, O God of hope.
Flow through us patiently until we
hope for one another what You have
hoped for us. Then Lord, give us the vi-
sion and courage to confront those
problems that have made life seem
hopeless for some people. Make us com-
municators of hope. We trust our lives,
the work of the Senate, and the future
of our Nation into Your all-powerful
hands. In the name of the Hope of the
World. Amen.

Senate

(Legislative day of Wednesday, April 5, 1995)

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader is recognized.

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, has leader
time been reserved?

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Lead-
ership time is reserved.

Mr. DOLE. I have two brief state-
ments. I will use part of my leader
time.

———

THE FIRST 100 DAYS

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, it’s been 40
yvears since a Republican-controlled
Congress had the opportunity to mark
any milestones. But when Republicans
became the majority party after all
those years, we wasted no time in mak-
ing history.

As we approach the end of the first
100 days of the Republican Congress, I
want to take a moment to offer my
congratulations to House Speaker
NEWT GINGRICH and the House Repub-
lican majority for their spectacular
success with the Contract With Amer-
ica. In his 1992 campaign, Bill Clinton
promised to start his administration
with ‘“‘an explosive 100-day action pe-
riod.” Obviously, he had not met NEWT
GINGRICH or a Republican Congress.

Last November, the American people
sent a powerful message to Wash-
ington. They told us they wanted a
Government defined by its limit, not
by its reach. They demanded a return
to freedom and a renewal of oppor-
tunity. And they told us they were
tired of Government promising too
much, and delivering too little.

From day one, the new Republican
Congress demonstrated its commit-
ment to something all too rare in this
town—Kkeeping our promises to the
American people. On January 4, we
rolled up our sleeves, and started turn-
ing the message from the people into
action.

They gave us the message on last No-
vember 8, and now we are turning it
into action.

Action is precisely what House Re-
publicans provided with the Contract
With America. They can be proud that
they did what they said they would
do—all ten initiatives were put to a
vote, with dramatic, and often bipar-
tisan, results.

If people didn’t already know that
the Senate is a far different institution
with different rules, they know now. At
times, it seemed like the Democrat mi-
nority wanted to spend 100 days on
every bill. But, despite all the filibus-
ters and delays, the Senate also
achieved what I believe will be seen as
remarkable success.

Instead of taking most of January
off, we got right down to business. Like
the House, we acted immediately to
lead by example, forcing Congress to
live under the same laws we apply to
everyone else. President Clinton quick-
ly signed this long overdue initiative.
With a strong bipartisan majority, we
approved S. 1, to stop Congress from
passing unfunded mandates on to
States and local governments, unless
we send the money to pay for them.
I'm proud to say that the unfunded
mandates bill is now the law of the
land, and has been signed by President
Clinton.

Again, leading by example, Senate
and House Republicans put our budget
cutting zeal to the test right here on
Capitol Hill. Senate Republicans cut
staff and overhead, reducing com-
mittee budgets by 15 percent.

We voted to give the President the
line-item veto, a long overdue tool in
our efforts to rein in Government. To
bring real discipline to Federal spend-
ing, the House approved the balanced
budget amendment to the Constitu-
tion. Regrettably, the Senate fell one
vote short. But, we’re not giving up,
and we hope one of our colleagues,
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