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to promote the goal of affordable ac-
cess to telecommunications services.

Under the McCain amendment, public
elementary and secondary schools
would be eligible for discounts, as
would private, nonprofit schools with-
out large endowments. Libraries would
be eligible for discounts if they partici-
pated in State-based plans under title
III of the Library Services and Con-
struction Act, which coordinate library
development within the State. Non-
profit rural health care providers
would also be eligible for discounts.

This amendment meets the twin
goals which I am sure are supported by
most Members of this Senate. First, it
guarantees affordable access to
telemedicine and educational tele-
communications services for those key
institutions in our society which need
assistance in order to take full advan-
tage of the information age. Second, by
targeting the discounts, this amend-
ment ensures that the universal service
fund is used wisely and efficiently.

Mr. President, the provision of the
bill sponsored by myself, Senators
ROCKEFELLER, EXON, AND KERREY, is in
my view one of the most important
provisions of the bill. We know that
competition will bring an array of im-
proved services and exciting new serv-
ices at a lower cost. Technology allows
the transmission of information across
traditional boundaries of time and
space, dramatically changing the way
that American school children learn,
and the way that health care is pro-
vided. The Snowe-Rockefeller-Exon-
Kerrey provision in the bill ensures
that competition ultimately achieves
this goal for all Americans, regardless
of where they live. I realize that the
distinguished Senator from Arizona be-
lieves that a deregulated market will
take care of everyone, but I simply do
not share that belief. Furthermore, the
stakes are too great to leave affordable
access to the marketplace. Again, I ap-
preciate Senator MCCAIN’S willingness
to work with myself and Senators
ROCKEFELLER, EXON, and KERREY to
clarify how discounts should be tar-
geted, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the McCain amendment.

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, I
note that we have limited time. I urge
Senators to come early to make their
statements, as we are on a time agree-
ment at this point. Any Senator wish-
ing to speak should come forth.

Mr. INHOFE addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma.
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent to be recognized as
in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

CARRYING OUT THE MANDATE

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I just
want to make a few comments while
we are waiting for those referred to by
the Senator from South Dakota to
come and be heard.

Those of us who are in the freshman
class have recently had a number of
town hall meetings back in our respec-
tive States. As a matter of fact, I think
I lead the group. I have had 77 since
January.

Last week, I had some, and I want to
just reaffirm that, in spite of the fact
there are many people who are here in
the U.S. Senate who do not spend as
much time back in the districts, back
talking to real people, that the revolu-
tion that was voted on back on Novem-
ber 8, 1994, is very real and it is alive at
home. Some people are skeptical and
do not think things are going on the
way they should be going on here.

So I just share with you that I some-
times have a difficult time in convey-
ing to people that the Senate is actu-
ally doing some things here. They hear
about the House, they hear about the
Contract With America, and some of
the personalities over there that have
dominated the national media. I have
to remind people that in the first 3
months of this year in the U.S. Senate,
we passed a number of reforms: One
being the unfunded mandates reform;
one being congressional accountabil-
ity, forcing us to live under the same
laws that we pass for other people; we
also did a line-item veto; a type of
moratorium on endangered species; we
are getting ready to do regulation re-
form, to get the Government off the
backs of the people who are paying for
all the fun we are having up here.

The Senate may be slower and more
deliberate, but we are performing, and
a revolution is going on here.

But I say, Mr. President, that the
people at home are just as adamant
today as they were on November 8,
1994. The people at home are demand-
ing that we do something about and
carry out the mandate to eliminate the
deficit. I think that they are a little
impatient with the fact that we passed
a resolution that would do this in 7
years, by the year 2002. I find it rather
interesting the response that we are
having right now as to the President
coming out with his revised budget a
couple of days ago.

We have talked to people and told
them the President had his budget be-
fore this body some 3 weeks ago, and it
was the typical large tax-and-spend,
high-deficit budget that was rejected
by this body, the U.S. Senate, by a vote
of 99–0, and then Republicans passed
our budget resolution which would
eliminate the deficit by the year 2002.

I think we were all taken aback and
a little surprised when the President
came out with his announcement a
couple days ago. In essence, what he
said was, Well, we tried my budget, and
that did not work. I’ll just join the Re-
publicans. Some people thought maybe
the train went by, but I do not think
so. I think there is room on the ca-
boose for the President, and he came
out and said, ‘‘Instead of that, let’s not
be quite as severe, let’s do it over 10
years, not 7 years.’’

I cannot speak for the people of
America, but I can speak for the people
of Oklahoma. I am talking about
Democrats and Republicans alike. Peo-
ple in Oklahoma think that even 7
years is too long. When you stop and
realize what goes with high deficits,
that means more Government involve-
ment in our lives.

Today, I will be going over and testi-
fying in the other body on a Superfund
bill. That is just one area of overregu-
lation in our lives, of abuse, of bu-
reaucracy on the businesses and the in-
dustries that are paying taxes to sup-
port this monster in Washington, and
it is going to change.

So I would like to give the assurance
that there has been a change in the
majority party that is controlling both
the Senate and the House, and the Re-
publicans are now in charge.

As we talk to our fellow Republicans
and remind them that the mandate
that gave the Republicans a majority
in the House and a majority in the Sen-
ate cannot be ignored, because if we ig-
nore it we cannot fulfill the provisions
of that mandate—that is, less Govern-
ment in our lives, a balanced budget we
can see in the near future, and the Gov-
ernment more in concert with what
was foreseen by our Forefathers many
years ago—if we do not carry out that
mandate, the Republicans will not be
in power.

Right now, I honestly believe we are
on schedule to carry out the mandates.
I think the whole United States, and I
know my State of Oklahoma, is rejoic-
ing in this.

It is not that the people who want
more Government involved in our lives
are bad people—they are not bad peo-
ple; they are well-meaning people—but
they have just forgotten what this
country is all about.

So we have a new era, and we are pro-
viding the leadership in that era. I was
very pleased to see the President of the
United States joining us 2 days ago
when he came with his revised budget.

I yield the floor. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
COATS). THE CLERK WILL CALL THE ROLL.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPETI-
TION AND DEREGULATION ACT

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, I
urge Senators to come to the floor to
use the time. Mr. President, is time
running on amendments if Senators are
not present?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Time is
not running.

Mr. PRESSLER. Time only runs
when they actually speak?
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