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get what you can in any way, manner, or
means that you can . . .—* ‘A Ttribute to the
Square,” December 21, 1964, Quoted in Mar-
garet Chase Smith, ‘‘Declaration of Con-
science.”

Now, three decades after Senator
Smith wrote those words and four dec-
ades after her ‘‘Declaration of Con-
science” speech, her words ring as true
as they did when Margaret Chase
Smith first uttered them. We may
learn from them even today, as we cel-
ebrate Senator Smith’s memory, her
conscience, and her values.®

———————

THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ATF
FIREARMS TRACE STUDY

e Mr. SIMON. Madam President, I
would like to draw my colleagues’ at-
tention to a recent report released by
the southern California field office of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms [BATF]. This report details a
firearms trace study conducted on fire-
arms found in crime scenes in southern
California. The BATF’s objective in
conducting this study was to help de-
termine the source of crime guns and
suggest practices to counter the threat
posed by illicit traffic in firearms. The
results of the study provide evidence
that many firearms used in crimes
come from licensed firearms dealers.
The results also reveal the problems of
interstate trafficking in firearms, and
the need for uniform, national firearms
regulations.

The report, titled ‘‘Sources of Crime
guns in Southern California’ describes
the results of a firearms trace study in
which special agents and intelligence
analysts reviewed police reports and
submitted trace requests for 1,764 guns
recovered by selected law enforcement
agencies in Los Angeles, Orange, and
San Diego Counties between January 1,
1994 and November 10, 1994.

The results of the study raise serious
questions about some of the rhetoric
used to oppose firearms regulations.
Last year, as I worked to tighten Ili-
censing requirements for Federal fire-
arms dealers, many who opposed my
proposals claimed that licensed gun
dealers are not the source of guns used
in crimes. This report shows that, at
least in southern California, that is
just not true. The ATF report outlined
six sources of the guns recovered from
crime scenes. By far the largest source
was licensed gun dealers: Commercial
gun dealers accounted for 80 percent of
the guns recovered.

According to the study, many signifi-
cant gun trafficking cases involved at-
home dealers who purchased large
quantities of firearms from distribu-
tors, then resold them without paper-
work. Recent legislation, from the
Brady law to my gun dealer licensing
reforms in last year’s crime bill, has
begun to address the serious lack of
oversight on licensed gun dealers. As a
result of my reforms, Federal firearms
licenses now require a photograph and
fingerprints, dealers are required to
comply with State and local laws, and
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the ATF now has 60 days, instead of 45,
to investigate before granting a Ili-
cense. Additional reforms raised the li-
censing fee from a mere $30 to $200. In
fact, several recent cases have led to
prosecution and conviction on felony
licensing and recordkeeping violations.

The report also shows the problems
with interstate trafficking of firearms,
and provides yet another argument in
favor of national firearms regulations.
Many of the guns recovered from crime
scenes in southern California were
traced to dealers in neighboring States
with less stringent regulations: 30 per-
cent of the guns included in the study
were traced to dealers in 40 States
other than California. Arizona and Ne-
vada comprised 25 percent of the out-
of-State purchases.

California is a State with strong gun
trafficking laws. All gun transfers, in-
cluding those involving private parties,
must go through a dealer and be ap-
proved by the California Department of
Justice. Prospective purchasers of
handguns and long guns are screened
during a 15-day waiting period and ap-
proved buyers are perpetually recorded
in a computer database. California for-
bids the possession of certain assault
weapons and forbids felons from pos-
sessing any type of firearm whatsoever.

By comparison, the laws of sur-
rounding States, such as Nevada and
Arizona, are highly permissive. Neither
State imposes any restrictions other
than the minimum Brady Bill require-
ments. Long gun sales and private
transactions are not regulated and
there is no central registry of handgun
sales.

I would like to commend the ATF for
conducting this important firearms
trace study. The results of their report
should help to inform the debate on
gun control legislation.e

——————

THE LIFE OF GEORGE HENRY
WILLIAMS

e Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President,
throughout its colorful history, the
State of Oregon has been blessed with
the talents of many distinguished lead-
ers. In my readings, I have been struck
by the number of these great Oregon
citizens who have received little notice
from the writers of U.S. history. One
such individual is Senator George
Henry Williams.

I was reminded of Judge Williams’
important role in Oregon history by an
article which recently appeared in the
Oregon State Bar Bulletin. The article,
excerpted from Judge Williams’ obit-
uary, was skillfully edited by Julie
Hankin of the Bulletin. This excellent
piece of history gives us a glimpse into
the extraordinary life of a great Amer-
ican and I recommend it to my col-
leagues.

A contemporary and close friend of
Abraham Lincoln, Judge Williams
came to Oregon following his appoint-
ment as Chief Justice of the Oregon
territory in 1853. His ambition, how-
ever, was to serve in the U.S. Senate.
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Having worked actively as a Free
Soil Democrat, he eventually left the
party for that of Lincoln and was elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate in 1864 on the Re-
publican ticket. There, he quickly
earned the respect of his colleagues
and, later, the notice of his President,
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. President Grant
nominated Williams to serve as his At-
torney General. Williams withdrew his
name from consideration, however, fol-
lowing a set of intriguing cir-
cumstances, all of which are detailed
in the article which I will submit for
the RECORD following my remarks.

Mr. President, in a city guided all too
often by ego, I am always pleased to
discover unsung heros, those who
sought only to serve their countrymen,
not themselves. As noted author Wal-
ter Lippman once said: ‘“The final test
of a leader is that he leaves behind in
other men the conviction and the will
to carry on.” George Henry Williams
was such an inspirational figure.

I ask that the article from the Or-
egon State Bar Bulletin appear in the
RECORD.

[From the Oregon State Bar Bulletin, May
1995]

OREGON’S GENTLE GIANT—THE LIFE OF
GEORGE HENRY WILLIAMS: SENATOR, ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL, AND LAWYER

(By C.E.S. Wood)

George Henry Williams was born in a log
cabin in New York state in 1823. Both of his
grandfathers served in the Continental Army
during the Revolutionary war. He studied
law, and in 1844, at the age of 21, he was ad-
mitted to the bar at Syracuse. Soon after-
ward he started West to seek his fortunes as
a lawyer.

Nationwide there were but a few miles of
railroad at the time—none west of Indiana.
There were no telegraph lines. Travel was by
river, canal and coach. Pittsburgh and St.
Louis were the Western frontier. Chicago did
not exist. He made his way by the Erie
Canal, the Ohio Canal, the Ohio River as far
as St. Louis and then up the Mississippi to
Fort Madison, Iowa. His wealth was the Stat-
utes of New York and some bank notes of
New York state banks.

Unfortunately, while Williams was count-
ing backnotes in Pittsburgh in order to ex-
change them for western notes, they were
snatched from him in a robbery. By virtue of
his honest face he procured passage on boats
to St. Louis and then Fort Madison.

In 1847, on the admission of Iowa as a state,
he was elected a district judge. The same
year he first met Abraham Lincoln at a con-
ference in Chicago. Here began a great, life-
long friendship between these two with much
background in common—born in poverty in
log cabins, growing to the rugged strength
and height of giants, athletic and sympa-
thetic to the great masses. Judge Williams
would later be selected as one of the escorts
of honor and one of the pall bearers at Lin-
coln’s funeral.

As an anti-slavery Democrat, Judge Wil-
liams campaigned throughout Iowa for
Franklin Pierce and was elected one of the
presidential electors on the Democratic tick-
et. Shortly after Pierce’s inauguration in
1853, at the suggestion of his friend, Sen. Ste-
phen A. Douglas, Williams was appointed
chief justice of Oregon Territory. He was 30
years old. The appointment was without his
knowledge and contrary to his wish.

He had gotten married in 1850 in Iowa to
Miss Kate Van Antwerp and found his $1,000
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