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Seniors simply cannot afford these
additional expenses. The average sen-
ior citizen makes only $25,000 a year.
How can we expect them to pay more,
while we give out tax breaks to the
wealthiest of Americans.

I realize the Medicare system of yes-
terday does not meet the needs of the
Medicare population today. It needs
improvement. It needs reform. But
simply forcing seniors into HMO’s and
cutting benefits to seniors is not the
answer.

Seniors will pay more for less. Our
aging population is growing, and grow-
ing faster than the money put into the
Medicare system in the Republican
budget. I worry about the families that
have elderly parents, like I do. This so-
called sandwich generation takes care
of their own children and their elderly
parents at the same time. They will
feel the pain as their parents are un-
able to pay for their health care. The
middle class will feel the squeeze.

My question is this: What will this
secret plan the Republicans are pro-
posing do to the seniors of this coun-
try? Why will they not make the de-
tails public?

As we near the 30th anniversary of
Medicare, let us fix what is broken in
the system. Let us get rid of the waste,
fraud, and abuse in the system. And let
us be honest and sincere with the
American people. They understand sac-
rifice. What they do not understand is
secret tactics, and bearing an undue
portion of that sacrifice. We need to
give some hope back to middle-income,
working families in this Nation. Let us
strengthen the program our prede-
cessors rightly worked so hard for.e

————
MEDICARE’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY
e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President,

today, we celebrate the 30th anniver-
sary of the passage of Medicare by the
Congress. Thirty years ago, Members of
this body took a courageous step and
guaranteed health insurance coverage
to seniors and the disabled—regardless
of a person’s income, regardless of a
person’s illness.

The struggle was not an easy one. In
fact, it took 30 years of struggle by
Democrats to pass Medicare. Through
the unwavering leadership from Presi-
dents Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy,
and Johnson, Medicare was finally
signed into law.

What does Medicare mean to the sen-
iors of Maryland and this country? Let
me tell you.

BEarlier this week, I visited senior
centers in Maryland. I talked about the
30th anniversary of Medicare. And I lis-
tened to the seniors—who told me what
it means to them to have Medicare
coverage and of their concerns about
the proposed cuts to Medicare.

Mr. President, who is going to speak
for the senior couple in Catonsville,
MD, who do not know if they will be
able to afford higher Medicare pre-
miums, particularly given all the out-
of-pocket expenses like for prescription
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drugs that Medicare doesn’t
cover?

Who is going to speak for the widow
I met at the Liberty Road Senior Cen-
ter in Baltimore County that needs
cataract surgery that can save her eye-
sight and doesn’t know if Medicare will
be there to pay for it?

And, Mr. President, who is going to
speak for the sons and daughters of
these seniors who after these cuts may
be forced to balance the financial de-
mands of helping their parents pay
deductibles and copayments for nec-
essary lab and screenings and the fi-
nancial needs of their own children?

Mr. President, I am going to speak
out—and speak out loudly and forc-
ibly—for these seniors, their families,
and their health care.

Medicare is a unique American suc-
cess story. Let us not turn back the
clock on this success. We should not be
talking about downsizing and degrad-
ing Medicare.

On this 30th anniversary, we should
be talking about innovations and im-
provements. I, personally, would like
to see a prescription drug benefit and
coverage for prostate cancer
screenings, and we desperately need a
long-term care policy.

Instead we are facing cuts that mean
seniors will pay significantly more for
the privilege of keeping their own doc-
tor or going to the hospital of their
choice. That is no choice at all. That is
not the American way and that is not
what Medicare is about.

Medicare is a commitment to Amer-
ica’s seniors. Medicare says that in
America, if you are over 65 or disabled,
no matter what your income, we will
stand by your side and you will get the
health care you need. I intend to fight
to keep this commitment. I intend to
keep the ‘‘care’ in Medicare.

This year, we are not only cele-
brating the 30th anniversary of Medi-
care, but we are also celebrating the
50th anniversary of the end of World
War II. Fifty years ago, the Medicare
generation organized, mobilized, and
saved Western civilization. Now is the
time once again, for all of us to orga-
nize, mobilize, and save health care for
our seniors. Just as in the days of
World War II, the GI Joe generation—
the current Medicare generation—
hunkered down and was committed to
the cause. So must we.

I am here on the floor today to tell
you that I am committed to the mis-
sion and meaning of Medicare. I am
ready to fight the good fight. And I am
prepared to do whatever is necessary to
preserve and protect the health care
benefits of seniors in Maryland and
throughout this Nation.e

—————

REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE
JOHN DALTON, SECRETARY OF
THE NAVY

e Mr. DODD, Mr. President, I want to

take a moment to draw the attention

of my colleagues to some very eloquent
and pertinent words recently delivered

even

July 28, 1995

by the Secretary of the Navy John Dal-
ton in my home State of Connecticut.

The text I am about to insert in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD is the speech
delivered by Secretary Oalton at the
christening of the first Seawolf sub-
marine on June 24, 1995, in Groton, CT.
I believe it speaks volumes about our
country and our future.

Therefore, I now ask that the text be
printed in the RECORD and I commend
it to my colleagues.

The text follows:

FOR OUR CHILDREN’S FREEDOM

Thank you admiral Boorda for those very
gracious and warm comments. And thank
you even more for everything you said about
Margaret. Let me say that I agree with every
word.

One of my great privileges as Secretary of
the Navy is to name ships and appoint spon-
sors of those ships. It is a responsibility I
take very seriously. I chose a very special
lady to be the sponsor of this most special
ship.

Let me give you an example of what kind
of sponsor Margaret will be. She knew that
today would be a day filled with such activ-
ity that she wouldn’t be able to meet every
member of the crew, and she wanted to know
every member of the Seawolf crew.

So last week she got up in the middle of
the night and caught the 4:30AM train to
Groton and spent the day and evening with
the Sailors of this ship. She will be your
sponsor and champion for the life of this ship
over the next thirty-five years.

It is said that a ship is imbued with the
spirit of its sponsor and that indeed is a
blessing for Seawolf. Through the course of
its life this ship will have many fine com-
manding officers, and many outstanding
Sailors in its crew. But throughout the life
of this ship their will be but one sponsor.
Seawolf and the United States Navy are very
fortunate to have Margaret.

This is indeed a historic day, and I want to
thank everyone who is here, I am told there
is some twelve to thirteen thousand strong
in number. I would lie to make each and ev-
eryone of you an honorary Seawolf sailor.

I am also very proud to have some people
who are special to me here today. It is rare
that I have the opportunity to have close
members of my family around, but my sons
John Jr. and Chris are here today. I would
like for them to please stand. My brother
and my sister, Margaret’s brother and her
parents. We have lots of family and friends
from Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas and Vir-
ginia. I would like for all of you to stand and
be recognized.

Obviously, Margaret and I are very proud
to be here. . . . But not simply because of
the honor of participating in the christening
of this submarine—the finest submarine in
the world. . . . Not simply to applaud the
men and women of the shipbuilding trades
here at Electric Boat and the many contrac-
tors who contribute to the building of this
ship. . . . Not just to honor the brave officers
and sailors who will serve through the life of
this vessel. But to also take an opportunity
to recognize why we are building this sub-
marine and why we need to build more.

A number of years ago, a public official—
entrusted with the best interests of the citi-
zens of his nation—reflected his personal
judgement and the common wisdom with the
following words:

“There is no excuse for [building] sub-
marines . .. So far as naval armament is
concerned, it will not be long until [we] rec-
ognize that the torpedo is obsolescent; the
submarine out of date; and the seaplane of so
limited utility that expenditure [should] not
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