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the certification process. Any submis-
sion under section 105(a) made after
that date, however, may be received
too late to be included.∑
f

THE 21ST ANNUAL UKRAINIAN
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

∑ Mr. BRADLEY. Mr. President, our
country is a remarkable mosaic—a
mixture of races, languages,
ethnicities, and religions—that grows
increasingly diverse with each passing
year. Nowhere is this incredible diver-
sity more evident than in the State of
New Jersey. In New Jersey, school-
children come from families that speak
120 different languages at home. These
different languages are used in over 1.4
million homes in my State. I have al-
ways believed that one of the United
States greatest strengths is the diver-
sity of the people that make up its citi-
zenry and I am proud to call the atten-
tion of my colleagues to an event in
New Jersey that celebrates the impor-
tance of the diversity that is a part of
America’s collective heritage.

On Saturday, September 23, 1995, the
Garden State Arts Center in Holmdel,
NJ, will celebrate the next in its series
of 1995 Fall Heritage Festivals. The
Heritage Festival Program salutes
some of the different ethnic commu-
nities that contribute so greatly to
New Jersey’s diverse makeup. High-
lighting old country customs and cul-
ture, the festival programs are an op-
portunity to express pride in the ethnic
backgrounds that are a part of our col-
lective heritage. Additionally, the Fall
Heritage Festivals contribute proceeds
from their programs to the Garden
State Arts Center’s Cultural Center
Fund which presents theater produc-
tions free-of-charge to New Jersey’s
schoolchildren, seniors, and other de-
serving residents. The Heritage Fes-
tival thus not only pays tribute to the
cultural influences from our past, it
also makes a significant contribution
to our present day cultural activities.

On Saturday, September 23, 1995, the
Heritage Festival Series will celebrate
the 21st Annual Ukrainian Heritage
Festival. Chaired by Oksana Korduba,
this year’s event focuses on the road to
democracy and economic reform for
the Ukraine. It is fitting that the
Ukrainian Heritage Festival follows so
closely on the heels of the fourth anni-
versary of Ukrainian independence.
Upon gaining independence, Ukraine
has worked diligently for both eco-
nomic reform and democracy. In par-
ticular, Ukraine has taken significant
steps to reform its economy by work-
ing to stabilize inflation, liberalize
prices, and privatize industries. Fur-
ther, through the creation and contin-
ued improvement of a constitutional
framework, Ukraine is developing its
own strong democratic tradition.

I am delighted to have this oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to the Ukrainian-
American community. During the long
years when Ukraine suffered under for-
eign control, Ukrainian-Americans

helped keep alive Ukraine’s culture
and traditions. The Garden State Arts
Center’s Ukrainian Heritage Festival,
with its celebration of food, crafts,
music, sports, and traditional folk
dancing, preserves Ukrainian culture
for all generations.

On behalf of all New Jerseyans of
Ukrainian descent I offer my congratu-
lations on the occasion of the 21st
Ukrainian Heritage Festival.∑

f

GRATITUDE TO ELLEN SHAFFER

∑ Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
ask to have printed in the RECORD the
text of a letter to Ellen Shaffer ex-
pressing my gratitude for her service
as a member of my staff since 1992.

The letter follows:
U.S. SENATE,

Washington, DC, September 20, 1995.
MS. ELLEN R. SHAFFER
807 Arrington Drive, Silver Spring, MD.

DEAR ELLEN: I want to express to you my
deep gratitude and appreciation for your
contributions to my overall efforts to im-
prove health care for people, and in particu-
lar to national health care reform legisla-
tion, during your tenure with my office. As
my principal legislative assistant for na-
tional health policy since January 1992, you
have worked tirelessly on this subject with
great knowledge and skill.

Because of your long experience in this
area, you were able to craft the American
Health Security Act, my legislative proposal
for a national single payer health care sys-
tem. You worked diligently with the organi-
zations supporting the bill, and, as a result,
they became important participants in ad-
vancing our proposal. As a result of your ex-
pertise and writing skills, we were able to
propose and have published in the New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine an outstanding
piece on the merits of a single payer ap-
proach to national health care reform

I, along with Senator Domenici, was able
to lead effectively the Senate’s Working
Group on Mental Health as a direct result of
your strategic skills and your ability to es-
tablish a coalition among those parties hav-
ing diverse views. Similarly, you were in-
strumental in working with the American
Medical Association to develop the legisla-
tion known as the Patient Protection Act, a
measure which enabled me to fulfill my role
as an advocate for health care consumers.

I greatly valued your skills at financial
analysis and your ability to expand quickly
those skills, which were so critical to our
work on health care legislation, and your
successful efforts to communicate the merits
of our legislative work through the media to
the public at large.

Ellen, I have often said in public that your
brilliance and dedication led people to be-
lieve that I had a health care staff of ten. I
consider myself enormously fortunate that
you have been my health care staff of one—
supplemented, certainly, by the excellent
contributions of talented fellows with whom
you collaborated in our office. I wish you
well in your future endeavors, and I look for-
ward to continuing to see the positive re-
sults of the work we have done together.

Sincerely,
PAUL WELLSTONE ∑

f

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S WISH
WEEK

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
in recognition of the week of November

26–December 2 as International Chil-
dren’s Wish Week.

Children’s Wish Foundation Inter-
national, a nonprofit organization
headquartered in Atlanta, GA, has ex-
pressed as its mission to provide seri-
ously ill children of every origin, race,
creed, religion, or economic status the
experience of a lifetime by fulfilling his
or her favorite wish; and

Children’s Wish Foundation Inter-
national includes the immediate fam-
ily in the wish experience in order to
provide them with special memories to
help counter the last images of doctors,
hospitals, and suffering; and

Children’s Wish Foundation Inter-
national has provided invaluable wish
experiences for seriously ill children of
the State of Michigan; and

International Children’s Wish Week
will provide a forum to publicly ac-
knowledge the courage of these chil-
dren and their families while giving
others the opportunity to become in-
volved with this important cause. I
cannot think of a more meritorious un-
dertaking; this organization is focused
on bringing the wonders of life to those
whose daily living is in question. The
efforts of the Children’s Wish Founda-
tion have well earned this special rec-
ognition.

Therefore, I hope the people of Michi-
gan will join me in recognizing Novem-
ber 26–December 2, 1995 as Inter-
national Children’s Wish Week in our
State.∑
f

THE 20TH ANNUAL SLOVAK
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

Mr. BRADLEY. Mr. President, our
country is a remarkable mosaic—a
mixture of races, languages, ethnicities
and religions—that grows increasingly
diverse with each passing year. No-
where is this incredible diversity more
evident than in the State of New Jer-
sey. In New Jersey, schoolchildren
come from families that speak 120 dif-
ferent languages at home. These dif-
ferent languages are used in over 1.4
million homes in my State. I have al-
ways believed that one of the United
States greatest strengths is the diver-
sity of the people that make up its citi-
zenry and I am proud to call the atten-
tion of my colleagues to an event in
New Jersey that celebrates the impor-
tance of the diversity that is a part of
America’s collective heritage.

On September 24, 1995, the Garden
State Arts Center in Holmdel, NJ will
celebrate its 20th Annual Slovak Herit-
age Festival. The heritage festival pro-
gram will salute one of the many dif-
ferent ethnic communities that con-
tributes so greatly to New Jersey’s di-
verse makeup. Highlighting old coun-
try customs and culture, the festival
programs are an opportunity to express
pride in the ethnic backgrounds that
are a part of our collective heritage.
The Slovak Heritage Festival will
highlight many aspects of the Slovak
culture ranging from business to reli-
gion. Additionally, the 20th Annual
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Slovak Heritage Festival will contrib-
ute proceeds from their programs to
the Garden State Arts Center’s cul-
tural center fund which presents thea-
ter productions free-of-charge to New
Jersey’s school children, seniors, and
other deserving residents. The Heritage
Festival thus not only pays tribute to
the cultural influences from our past,
it also makes a significant contribu-
tion to our present day cultural activi-
ties.

The Slovak Heritage Festival will
open with a business trade show with a
number of different exhibits. Chaired
by Joseph J. Talafous, this year’s event
will focus on free trade and economic
development. At noon the festival will
honor his excellency, the Most Rev-
erend Michael J. Dudick, D.D., Bishop
of Passaic, NJ, for his 15th anniversary
of dedicated service to the Byzantine
Catholic community. A mass will be
performed by Bishop Frantisek Tondra,
of Spis Kapitula, Slovakia. Following
the Mass, the opening ceremony which
includes the Slovak fashion show, will
take place on the mall. The festival
will also feature food, crafts, music, a
soccer tournament, and traditional
Slovak dancing.

Congratulations once again on the
occasion of the 20th Annual Slovak
Heritage Festival. I offer my best wish-
es to all who are celebrating a day of
pride in their ethnicity by attending
the festival.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO MR. THOMAS L.
AYRES ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS

∑ Mr. NUNN. Mr. President, I would
like for the Senate to recognize the re-
tirement of Thomas L. Ayres from the
Department of Veterans Affairs after
more than 41 years of exemplary serv-
ice in providing health care to the
armed service members and veterans of
our Nation. On September 30, 1995, Mr.
Ayres will retire from his position as
the Director of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center in Au-
gusta, GA.

Tom began providing health care dur-
ing his service with the United States
Army from 1995 until 1959 at the 279th
Station Hospital in Berlin. After his
service in the Army, he started his ca-
reer with the Veterans’ Administration
by becoming a nursing assistant at the
Veterans Administration Hospital in
Marion, IN. From 1962 until 1969, Tom
worked as a supervisory recreation spe-
cialist at the Veterans Hospital in
Brecksville, OH. From 1969 until 1972,
he served as a voluntary services offi-
cer at Veterans Administration Hos-
pitals in both Madison, WI and Gaines-
ville, FL. In 1972, Tom Ayres became a
medical administration assistant at
the Veterans Hospital in Madison, WI.

Since 1972, Tom Ayres has earned ap-
pointments to positions of increased
responsibility within the Department
of Veterans Affairs. In 1976, he became
a hospital administration specialist

and soon thereafter was transferred to
the Veterans Affairs central office and
served as the executive assistant to the
Associate Chief Medical Director for
Operations.

Tom Ayres received an appointment
to the position of Medical Center Di-
rector of the Veterans Administration
Hospital in Salisbury, NC in 1981. Nine
years later, he became the director of
the two-division Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center in Augusta, GA.
He also serves as the associate admin-
istrator for Veterans Affairs at the
Medical College of Georgia and as a
member of the Medical College of Geor-
gia’s Clinical Enterprise Executive
Committee.

Throughout his long and distin-
guished career in providing health
services for U.S. veterans throughout
our great Nation, Tom has received nu-
merous awards based on the exemplary
performance of his duties. His awards
include the National Daughters of
American Veterans Commander Award,
the Award for Valor from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, three Supe-
rior Performance Awards, and five con-
secutive Executive Performance
awards. In 1990, he received the Presi-
dential Rank Award from the President
of the United States.

It is important to note that his com-
passion and sense of civic responsibil-
ity does not start and end with his job.
Tom is an active participant with the
local United Way, Kiwanis Club, Amer-
ican Legion, Senior Executive Associa-
tion, and the American College of Hos-
pital Administrators. In addition, he
serves on the Administrative Board of
Trinity on the Hill Church and is a life
member of the Disabled American Vet-
erans and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join me in thanking Thomas L. Ayres
for his outstanding career spent in
service to our Nation’s veterans. He is
a model citizen in every sense of the
term. We wish him, his wife Christa,
and their children and grandchildren
Godspeed and every success for the fu-
ture.∑

f

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH E. BUDD,
GRAND MARSHALL OF THE MID-
DLESEX COUNTY PULASKI DAY
PARADE

∑ Mr. BRADLEY. Mr. President, on
September 23, 1995, a distinguished New
Jerseyan, Joseph E. Budd, will be ap-
pointed the grand marshall of the Mid-
dlesex County Pulaski Day Parade
Committee. This appointment is based
on Joseph Budd’s lifelong commitment
to his community and country.

Joseph Budd, born in Sayreville, NJ,
has lived a life of exemplary citizen-
ship. As a youth, he graduated from
South River High School, where he was
an all-State baseball player. He than
went on to play semiprofessional base-
ball with Holy Trinity and Saint
Mary’s of South River, N.J.

After completing his education, Jo-
seph joined the U.S. 77th Infantry Divi-
sion in the Pacific theater. Joseph dis-
tinguished himself as a Sergeant of re-
connaissance, receiving five battle
stars and a Bronze Star in the Battle of
Guam, for his outstanding bravery and
superior leadership abilities.

After leaving the military, Joseph
continued to play an active role in the
veteran community by serving as the
past commander of Veterans of Foreign
War Post 8025 in Somerset, NJ, and as
a member of the American Legion Post
478. In addition, Joseph is also a mem-
ber of the Catholic War Veterans Post
405 in New Brunswick, NJ.

Employed by the Public Service and
Gas Co. for 36 years, Joe retired as an
office manager in the customer service
center in 1987. Joseph Budd’s strong
work ethic carried over into his com-
mitment to community service.
Throughout his life, Joseph has been a
committed member of a number of or-
ganizations. Joseph is the past presi-
dent of the Kiwanis Club of New Bruns-
wick, a member of the Bound Book
chapter of Deborah Heart and Lung
Hospital Foundation, past chairman of
the Franklin Township Industrial Com-
mission, noteworthy member of the
Franklin Park Senior Citizen’s Club
and Retired Senior Volunteer Program
of Somerset County, NJ.

Congratulations once again to Joseph
Budd on his selection as the grand mar-
shall of the Middlesex County Pulaski
Day parade.∑
f

ORDER OF BUSINESS
Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll.
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

MEDICARE, TAX CUTS, PRIORITIES
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, next

week the Senate Finance Committee
will begin to mark up a piece of legisla-
tion dealing with Medicare and Medic-
aid, essentially comporting to the
budget that was enacted by the U.S.
Senate. The issue, as anyone who has
been watching television or reading the
newspaper recently knows, is Medicare,
tax cuts, priorities. I would like to talk
about that a little bit today.

This morning I was watching a bit of
the morning shows on television and I
saw the Speaker of the House and a
number of others engaging in a debate
about what these issues mean. There
are a substantial amount of charges
and countercharges going back and
forth on the issue of Medicare and the
tax cuts. These are important issues,
there is no question about that. I do
not think anyone denies the con-
sequences of what we do will have a
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