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For a hungry person, there is a truly 

impressive variety of food to choose 
from at the Bright Star. The Texas spe-
cial—consisting of the Greek-style 
snapper, tenderloin of beef Greek-style, 
and the lobster and crab meat au-grat-
in—is an entree that does not escape 
the memory for years to come. 

Sunday lunch at the Bright Star is 
one of its busiest times. After church 
services, worshipers will flock from 
miles around, and sometimes delay 
their Sunday lunch until 2:30 or 3 p.m. 
in the afternoon, in order to avoid the 
overflow crowd. 

After a University of Alabama foot-
ball game in Birmingham, fans who 
have come up from Tuscaloosa will 
stop by on the way back after the 
game. In years past, it was not uncom-
mon to see legendary Alabama football 
figures like Coach Bear Bryant, Hank 
Crisp, and Frank Thomas. At the 
Bright Star, political figures are fre-
quent guests. On one occasion, I ran 
into Senator SHELBY and former Con-
gressman Claude Harris at separate ta-
bles. 

The history of the Bright Star is rich 
and quintessentially American. In 1907, 
Greek immigrant Tom Bonduris estab-
lished the Bright Star. When its doors 
opened, it was only a small cafe with a 
horseshoe-shaped bar, but it soon out-
grew three locations, moving to its 
present site in 1915. Bill Koikos and his 
brother, Peter, joined in the enterprise 
when they emigrated from Greece in 
1920. Customers were introduced to a 
new dining atmosphere, complete with 
ceiling fans, tile floors, mirrored and 
marbled walls, and murals painted by a 
European artist traveling through the 
area, all creating a pleasing effect re-
flective of that era. While major alter-
ations have occurred since, the same 
early 20th-century-style atmosphere 
has been largely preserved. 

The Bright Star’s reputation and suc-
cess are easily measured simply by the 
satisfaction of its clientele. A place 
like home was the kind of climate fos-
tered by Tom Bonduris in 1907 and kept 
alive today by the Koikos brothers and 
their descendants—Bill’s wife, Ana-
stasia, and children, Helen, Jimmy, 
and Nicholas. 

As immigrants, Tom Bonduris and 
Bill and Peter Koikos knew little of 
the English language and had few pos-
sessions when they arrived in this 
country, but they worked hard and 
learned to please their customers. By 
establishing the Bright Star restaurant 
as a place of ‘‘philotimo’’—a place of 
hospitality from the heart—the Koikos 
and Bonduris families drew upon the 
culture and traditions of their ances-
tors, striking a resounding chord of ac-
ceptance with the public which has 
never faded. They brought with them 
certain recipes from Greece, and the 
Koikos family has continued to use 
these and secret blends of herbs and 
spices ever since those early days to 
make their food unique. 

Today, the Bright Star is wholly 
owned and run by the sons of Bill 

Koikos, Nick, and Jimmy. Nick over-
sees the general operations of the res-
taurant, including the kitchen, and 
Jimmy serves as the greeter of their 
patrons and as the front man. Their 
sister, Helen, also plays an active role, 
working as the cashier on Fridays and 
Sundays and generally helping out 
whenever she is needed. The Koikos 
family has maintained a high level of 
commitment to hard work over the 
lifetime of their restaurant. 

The employees of the Bright Star are 
an integral part of the family there, 
and many of them have been with the 
restaurant for many years. I ask unani-
mous consent that a list of the employ-
ees who have been with the Bright Star 
for 10 years or more be printed in the 
RECORD following my remarks. Among 
these are Gwendolyn Atkinson, an em-
ployee for 32 years; Mary Sherrod, 46 
years; Fannie Wright, 33 years; Walter 
Hoskins, 28 years; and Nita Ray, 27 
years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 
Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, the long, 

dedicated, and loyal service of these 
employees is evidence of the type of 
employers the Koikos brothers are and 
the type of family atmosphere they fos-
ter in their restaurant. 

As American citizens, business own-
ers, and participants in the democratic 
process, this family has developed and 
maintained a reputation envied by all 
those who look to our shores for a new 
start in life. Today, Koikos family 
members are among the best to be 
found in Bessemer—or anywhere, for 
that matter—and Alabama has an es-
tablishment in which it can take great 
pride. Likewise, the United States of 
America is a better nation because of 
the outstanding contributions of those 
from other lands like the Koikos fam-
ily, whose mission has been to con-
tribute, and whose members believe 
that the American dream can still be 
realized if one has the courage and de-
termination to work toward that 
dream. 

I congratulate all the members of the 
Koikos family on the tremendous suc-
cess of the Bright Star, and I person-
ally look forward to enjoying many 
more dining experiences there in the 
future. There are still many items on 
the menu which I have not yet tried, 
but hope to sample soon. 

EXHIBIT 1 
BRIGHT STAR EMPLOYEES OF 10 YEARS OR 

MORE 
Gwendolyn Atkinson—32 years. 
Betty Bailey—22 years. 
Wanda Little—11 years. 
Mary Sherrod—46 years. 
Robert Moore—11 years. 
Dorothy Patton—19 years. 
Felisa Tolbert—16 years. 
Carl Thomas—18 years. 
Fannie Wright—33 years. 
Aareen Tolbert—16 years. 
Angela Sellers—13 years. 
Marlon Tanksley—13 years. 
Walter Hoskins—28 years. 
Brenda Adams—12 years. 

Fumiko Adams—19 years. 
Elizabeth Gardner—19 years. 
Nita Ray—27 years. 
Rita Weems—12 years. 
Anne Mull—15 years. 
Marie Jackson—20 years. 
Sarah Marshall—10 years. 
Anthony Ross—10 years. 
Faye Kelley—12 years. 
Dale Ware—10 years. 
Jerome Walker—10 years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LOU WHITAKER AND 
ALAN TRAMMELL 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to two out-
standing athletes from my home State 
of Michigan. They deserve our respect 
not only for their athletic achieve-
ments, which are considerable, but for 
their professional conduct and dedica-
tion to their community. 

In an age when professional athletes 
move from city to city, it is refreshing 
to talk about these two men. Lou 
Whitaker and Alan Trammell have 
been the second baseman and short-
stop, respectively, for the Detroit Ti-
gers for 19 years. They have played in 
more than 1,915 games together. That 
is more than any other set of team-
mates in the history of the American 
League. 

We can, and should, admire their 
achievements on the field. Alan Tram-
mell has won four Golden Glove 
Awards, been selected for the All-Star 
game six times, and was voted the 
Most Valuable Player in the 1984 World 
Series. Lou Whitaker was voted Amer-
ican League Rookie of the Year in 1978, 
has won three Golden Glove Awards, 
and has played on four All-Star teams. 
More uniquely, he is one of only two 
second basemen in history to have 
played in 2,000 games, had over 2,000 
hits, and over 200 homeruns. I expect 
that Alan Trammell and Lou Whitaker 
will one day be inducted into the Base-
ball Hall of Fame for these achieve-
ments. 

Even more though, we should admire 
their dedication and loyalty to a team 
and a town—attributes that seem in-
creasingly scarce today. Since 1976, 
they have been a part of Detroit. I have 
seen many games where Tram and Lou 
have turned the double play that has 
become their hallmark. The amazing 
thing to consider is the millions of fans 
in Michigan and across the country 
that have seen that same feat. 

Alan Trammell and Lou Whitaker, 
through their consistent performance 
and grace, have given something spe-
cial to the people of our State. For 
that they deserve our admiration and 
our thanks. They will always have a 
special place in the hearts of millions 
who have cheered their feats on and off 
the field. 

f 

A RESPONSE TO ABC NEWS’ VIEWS 
OF THE EARLY ROMAN SENATE 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, modern- 
day life expectancy now tops seventy 
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