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not keeping taxing us.’’ Our tax reform
bill puts $245 billion back into the
hands of families for them to keep.
None of this discussion yet has any-
thing to do with Medicare. What we are
basically saying is that young families
who have an income of $25,000 and they
have a couple of children at home,
their tax liability goes to zero.
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We are saying to families that have
an income of $30,000 a year, a couple of
children at home their tax liability is
cut by 50 percent. Now I am not sure
when I am going to get to the rich, you
stop me when I get to the rich, but I do
not believe I have gotten to the rich
yet.

The whole tax reform thing is giving
people back their money from the tax
increase from the 103rd Congress. This
money that we are saving, particularly
from Part B, is going back into a
lockbox. It is going back into the Fed-
eral Treasury. That is where the
money came from to start with. We are
putting it back into the Treasury.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, a
very important point has to be made
here. If we recall in the first 100 days of
this Congress, the first three months-
plus, we paid for those tax reductions.
The way we did it is we reduced by $180
billion over the next seven years the
discretionary spending for all of the
Federal bureaucracies. That was hard.
We made the tough choices, and that is
how we funded the tax reduction for
the families and so forth.

Then, on top of that, we reduced the
cost to the Federal Government of the
welfare program in our welfare reform
bill. Putting people back to work and
making them less dependent, we saved
another $80 billion. We saved every
penny which we planned to offer back
to the American people in tax reduc-
tions.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Let us sup-
pose we did not have our tax cut for
families with children. Would the Med-
icare plan be solvent then?

Mr. GREENWOOD. Absolutely not.
The Medicare Part A, the hospitaliza-
tion, the bigger piece of the pie, is al-
ready paid for by wages, a tax paid by
employers and employees. Well, today
we are in okay shape, because we are
going to spend less money today, in Oc-
tober of 1995, than we are going to take
in. But beginning next year, we start to
spend more than that tax takes in. In
seven years, we are out of money. So if
we do nothing, even if we do not have
the tax break, that does not solve the
problem.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. You are
saying if we did not give families with
children, the most heavily taxed group
over the past 40 years in this country,
an issue that is contributing to the
breakdown in the family in the United
States, the heavy tax burden on those
young families with kids, if we took
that tax break away from them, the
Medicare plan would still be insolvent
and we would still have to have this

bill to try to protect and preserve Med-
icare?

Mr. GREENWOOD. That is absolutely
correct. I think most of those young
families want that tax reduction and
need it.

This will be the final thing I will say
tonight. There are some Americans out
there who say ‘‘I am not taxed enough.
You ought to tax me more, Congress.’’
My answer to them is write a check,
put it in an envelope, make it out to
the United States Treasury, and send it
in. If you do not feel you are paying
enough, send some more in. A lot of
families are struggling and need help.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. The tax you are re-
ferring to, the Medicare tax that cur-
rently is in existence, goes into a trust
fund. It is a fund that is set aside to
solely pay for Medicare benefits and
nothing else. That is why there is no
relationship between tax reform and
Medicare, there is simply no relation-
ship. That is trust money.

Mr. TIAHRT. If we can wrap this up
this evening, I would like to say in
plain English, we finally have a spe-
cific plan that will preserve and pro-
tect Medicare for our parents and our
grandparents. It is a realistic plan, it is
up front, there is no fine print. It al-
lows the right to select alternative op-
tions, the right to stay with your cur-
rent doctor, your current hospital. It
attacks waste, fraud and abuse. There
is real accountability for physicians. It
is a long-term solution, and Medicare
is guaranteed to survive. This is not
just politics as usual. This is a real
plan that is going to work.

I want to thank those who partici-
pated tonight, the gentleman from
Florida, Mr. WELDON, the two gentle-
men from Georgia, Mr. NORWOOD and
Mr. CHAMBLISS, and also the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, Mr. GREENWOOD.

I think this has been very enlighten-
ing for the American public as we have
come to a conclusion here, refuting all
the arguments that you heard in the
first hour. We have a good plan, and we
are going forward with it. I thank the
American public for the time.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. EMERSON (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today after 12:30 p.m., on
account of medical reasons.

Mr. BILIRAKIS (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today after 1:30 p.m. and
the balance of the week, on account of
attending his son’s wedding.

Mr. BALDACCI (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today before 4 p.m., on
account of personal business.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SKAGGS) to revise and ex-

tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. SKAGGS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. WISE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. OWENS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SANDERS, for 5 minutes, today.
The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. MCINNIS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Mr. RIGGS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MCINNIS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, for 5

minutes, today.
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EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SKAGGS) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. MARKEY.
Mr. REED.
Mr. OLVER.
Mr. CLEMENT.
Mr. HAMILTON.
Mr. BONIOR.
Mr. BARCIA.
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.
Mr. CONYERS.
Mr. LIPINSKI in two instances.
Mr. MFUME.
Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island.
Mr. NEAL.
Mr. POSHARD.
Ms. WOOLSEY.
Mr. DURBIN.
Mr. PALLONE.
Mr. LAFALCE.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. MCINNIS) and to include
extraneous matter:)

Mr. ROTH.
Mr. DUNCAN.
Mr. GILMAN in two instances.
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. HYDE.
Mr. RAMSTAD.
Mr. EHRLICH.
Mr. MCKEON.
Mr. FIELDS of Texas.
Mr. GUNDERSON.
Mr. MYERS of Indiana.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. GREENWOOD) and to in-
clude extraneous matter:)

Miss COLLINS of Michigan.
Mr. BENTSEN.
Mr. WARD.
Mr. SAXTON.
Mr. RIGGS.
Mr. BARCIA.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 2 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until Fri-
day, October 13, 1995, at 10 a.m.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
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