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The FDA has repeatedly rejected marijuana
for medical use because it adversely impacts
concentration and memory, the lungs, motor
coordination, and the immune systems. A re-
cent evaluation of the issue by scientists at
NIH concluded, after carefully examining the
existing preclinical and human data, there is
no evidence to suggest that smoked marijuana
might be superior to currently available thera-
pies for glaucoma, weight loss associated with
AIDS, and nausea and vomiting associated
with cancer chemotherapy.

The simply truth is that organizations pro-
moting this bill—normal/drug policy founda-
tion—are intentionally exploiting the pain and
suffering of others as part of their back door
attempt to legalize marijuana.

Marijuana weakens the human immune sys-
tem. That is why, oncologists reject the idea of
prescribing smoked marijuana for cancer
chemotherapy. Crude marijuana contains over
400 different chemicals. Marinol—oral THC—
is available for the treatment of nausea asso-
ciated with chemotherapy. Yet, safer and more
effective medications are preferred by physi-
cians.

While marijuana and several other sub-
stances can lower intraocular eye pressure as-
sociated with glaucoma the medication must
be carefully tailored to prevent further eye
damage. Besides numerous adverse side ef-
fects of smoking marijuana, the dose cannot
be controlled.

There are also misconceptions about the
use of marijuana in treating treat the wasting
syndrome associated with AIDS. It is ineffec-
tive in increasing weight gain and further com-
promises the immune system. It also puts
AIDS patients at significant risk for infections
and respiratory problems.

For these reasons the American Cancer So-
ciety, the American Glaucoma Society, and
the American Medical Society all oppose using
marijuana for medicinal purposes. Oppose
H.R. 2618 and reject those who make empty
promises to patients with chronic illnesses.

When you hear from the conspiracy theory
dope smokers, who spend most of their time
flooding the internet with prodrug messages
aimed at kids, keep in mind that the physi-
cians and other health care professionals who
care for AIDS, cancer, and glaucoma patients
overwhelmingly oppose this ill-advised legisla-
tion.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the St. Nicholas Neighborhood Preser-
vation Corporation 20th Anniversary. One of
the corporation’s projects is Jennings Hall, a
150-unit residence for senior citizens, which
was once a vacant nurses’ residence which
had been abandoned when St. Catherines
Hospital closed its doors in the early 1970's.
Jennings Hall is just one of many success
brought forward by the St. Nicholas Neighbor-
hood Preservation Corporation—St. Nicks.

St. Nicks opened its doors for business in
the rectory of St. Nicholas Roman Catholic
Church on May 12, 1975. Three of the original
staff members were on hand on May 12, 1995
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to present awards to St. Nicks’ five founding
advisors. Mr. Speaker, the founding advisors
deserve special recognition, they are: Erica
Forman, Cathy Herman, Jan Peterson, Ron
Shiffman, and Brian Sullivan. They were pre-
sented with the Founding Members’ Award for
the creative and forward-looking planning and
technical assistance they provided to St. Nicks
at its inception and throughout the years. | join
Marion Wallin and Marie Leanza in recogniz-
ing them for “the invaluable contributions they
had each made to the organization and the
neighborhood in their unique ways during the
past 20 years.”

St. Nicks Board Chair, Louis Pellegrino
called the commemorative events for the 20th
Anniversary of the St. Nicholas Neighborhood
Preservation Corporation just one more effort
“to bring together all those who contribute
their time, effort, and support to make the
community a better place in which to live and
work.” Mr. Speaker, | am proud to add my
voice to those who recognize the significant
contributions of all the St. Nicks members and
staff to our community. Groups like St. Nicks
galvanize our neighbors and provide the spark
necessary to stop the all too common deterio-
ration of communities, neighborhoods, and
cultures. Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, | can
only hope that the 20th Anniversary of the St.
Nicholas Neighborhood Preservation Corpora-
tion will inspire others to follow their lead in
making our communities better places to live
and work.
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RIGHTS
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the Iranian
regime has proven to be a major violator of
human rights, particularly those of women in
Iran. The present regime of Iran is the world’s
leading state-sponsor of terrorism, has ada-
mantly worked to subvert the peace process in
the Middle East, is vigorously pursuing an am-
bitious nuclear program, and has used every
opportunity to interfere in the internal affairs of
other nations. This has gone on for 15 long
years. There must be an end to this misery for
the people of Iran and relief for the rest of the
world.

Experience has shown that change must
come from within. The Iranian people have
demonstrated that they seek a different course
than their rulers. Demonstrations, riots, and
strikes in Iran within the past year further tes-
tify to their reality. Meanwhile, the National
Council of Resistance of Iran, as the only al-
ternative to the present regime, has declared
that it seeks a democratic, pluralistic and sec-
ular Iran.

In March, on the anniversary of International
Women'’s Day, | stated in this chamber that
the clerics’ number-one enemy is a woman:
Maryam Rajavi. She was elected by Iran’s
parliament-in-exile as the future president of
Iran. The unprecedented participation of
women in the resistance is the best testimony
to the movement’s democratic nature.

Recently, Mrs. Rajavi, whose headquarters
are in Paris, paid a visit to Norway, where she
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was warmly received like a head of state. She
met with leaders of all major parties, spoke at
the Foreign Relations Committee of Norway’'s
parliament, and attended a Sunday prayer
service at Oslo’'s most famous church, where
she was received by a high official of the Nor-
wegian Church. She also attended an enthu-
siastic gathering of 1,500 of her supporters is
Oslo, and addressed dignitaries at the City
Hall. In this speech, she outlined the goals
and objectives of the Resistance she leads,
and eloquently spoke of her vision for a demo-
cratic and peace-seeking Iran of tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, | think it is extremely important
for our leaders and citizens to better acquaint
themselves with her views. In addition, Nor-
way must be lauded for its firm stance against
the Iranian regime, and its support for Maryam
Rajavi. |, therefore submit a copy of the text
of Mrs. Rajavi's speech, to be printed in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

TEXT OF THE REMARKS BY MRS. MARYAM
RAJAVI, THE IRANIAN RESISTANCE’S PRESI-
DENT-ELECT, OSLO, NORWAY, OCTOBER 31, 1995

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, |
would first of all like to thank Mr. Lingas,
Mrs. Nybaak and all those in the Committee
in Defense of Human Rights in Iran for all
the work they have done to defend the rights
of the Iranian people.

It is a source of great pleasure to be among
the leading thinkers, intellectuals and rep-
resentatives of a nation which for many
years heroically resisted against foreign oc-
cupation and the reign of Hitler’s fascism,
liberated itself and instituted a society
which is doubtless one of the most advanced
democracies in the contemporary world. It is
a society wherein women have a leading role
in guiding its affairs, in and of itself the
most realistic and best hallmark of democ-
racy in today’s world.

I am therefore confident that | am speak-
ing to an audience which well understands
the suffering of an enchained nation of 70
million, who for the last 16 years have been
subjugated by a brutal religious fascism that
has eliminated all vestiges of democracy and
popular sovereignty. Norway’s policy of
distancing herself from the conventional
conciliatory approach to the Khomeini re-
gime, and paying heed to human rights and
the resistance in lIran, assures our people
that democracy and justice have an adamant
advocate in today’s world. The formation of
the Norwegian Committee in Defense of
Human Rights in Iran itself best reflects this
commitment to and respect for the prin-
ciples of human rights and justice by Nor-
way'’s political, cultural, social, artistic and
literary personalities.

Allow me to use this opportunity to out-
line the issues which, in my view, must be
considered by the international community.
What is transpiring in my fettered country,
Iran, namely the reign of the mullahs’ medi-
eval religious dictatorship, not only rep-
resents a national catastrophe for all Ira-
nians, but is also a source of a global prob-
lem and danger threatening stability and
peace the world over.

Firstly, the mullahs have extended their
state-sponsored terrorism across Asia, Afri-
ca, the United States, and Europe, including
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France and
Norway.

Secondly, the clerics are exporting the cul-
tural and political dimensions of fundamen-
talism, especially to Islamic countries and
various Muslim societies. This is followed by
an expansion of the fundamentalist extrem-
ist networks.
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