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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:
Dear Lord and Father of mankind
Forgive our feverish ways
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,

In purer lives thy service find,

In deeper reverence, praise.

Take from our souls the strain and
stress,

And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of Your peace.—Whittier.

O God, You have promised to keep us
in perfect peace if we allow You to stay
our minds on You. This is the peace we
need today. The conflict and tension of
these days threaten to rob us of the
holiday spirit. It is easy to catch the
emotional virus of frustration and ex-
asperation. Then we remember that
Your peace is the healing antidote that
can survive in any circumstance. Give
us a peace of a cleansed and committed
heart, a free and forgiving heart, a car-
ing and compassionate heart. May
Your deep peace flow into us calming
our impatience and flow from us to
others claiming Your inspiration. In
the name of the Prince of Peace who
whispers in our souls, ‘‘Peace I leave
with you, My peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives, give I to you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let
it be afraid.” In Jesus’ nhame. Amen.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader, Senator DOLE, is
recognized.

———

SCHEDULE
Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, we will im-
mediately go to House Joint Resolu-
tion 132 regarding the use of the CBO
economic assumptions. There will be 60

Senate

minutes of debate equally divided with
an amendment ordered to the resolu-
tion. There should be a rollcall vote
around 10:30, 10:35.

Also, this morning we will take up
the veto message to accompany H.R.
1058, the securities litigation. It may
also be that we will take up the welfare
reform conference report today. It just
arrived.

There is objection to taking up the
resolution concerning application for
veterans’ benefits unless we can add to
it a CR to open up the Government. So
that may or may not come up today.

There are other time lines that we
need to address concerning AFDC re-
cipients, and other groups, that unless
we have a CR, we will take specific ac-
tion on. I will try to determine what
that is during the day.

I have not had a report on the meet-
ing this morning between Chief of Staff
Leon Panetta, Senator DOMENICI,
chairman of our Budget Committee,
and Chairman JOHN KASICH of the
House Budget Committee. I understand
there was some progress made.

It is my hope that sometime today
we can meet again with the President
of the United States and see if we can
resolve some of the major differences
still outstanding. There really are not
that many big ones, but there is Medi-
care and Medicaid and tax cuts. I mean
there are some very, very important
provisions that need to be addressed.

Whether or not that meeting will
occur, I think it is too early to tell. I
know the Speaker and I are prepared to
meet with the President at any time
during the day.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
INHOFE). Under the previous order,
leader time is reserved.

BASING BUDGET NEGOTIATIONS
ON MOST RECENT TECHNICAL
AND ECONOMIC ASSUMPTIONS
OF CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OF-
FICE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
proceed to consider House Joint Reso-
lution 132, which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 132) affirming
that budget negotiations shall be based on
the most recent technical and economic as-
sumptions of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice and shall achieve a balanced budget by
fiscal year 2002 based on those assumptions.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
joint resolution.

Mr. MACK addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, the night
before last there was an effort to bring
this resolution to the floor of the Sen-
ate for debate and vote under a unani-
mous-consent request. There was objec-
tion to that request. My understanding
is that those who objected did so be-
cause the full text of the previous lan-
guage from the continuing resolution
that was passed 30 days ago was not in-
cluded. The resolution only contained
language dealing with the the require-
ment that the President submit to the
concept of a T7-year balanced budget
using real numbers as generated by the
Congressional Budget Office. That was
the resolution.

As I understand it, there will be an
effort this morning to add additional
language to the resolution. Frankly, I
have no objection to this proposal. The
additional language provides for the
protection of various programs, includ-
ing: ensuring Medicare solvency, some-
thing that we have all been working to-
ward; reforming welfare, which clearly
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