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property owners’ rights guaranteed by the
fifth amendment.

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
committees were submitted:

By Mr. HELMS, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations:

Anthony Cecil Eden Quainton, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career Min-
ister, to be Director General of the Foreign
Service.

Eric James Boswell, of California, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Minister-Counselor, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State.

Joseph Lane Kirkland, of the District of
Columbia, to be an Alternate Representative
of the Unites States of America to the Fif-
tieth Session of the General Assembly of the
United Nations.

Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, of New York,
to be an Alternate Representative of the
United States of America to the Fiftieth Ses-
sion of the General Assembly of the United
Nations.

Tom Lantos, of California, to be a Rep-
resentative of the United States of America
to the Fiftieth Session of the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations.

Toby Roth, of Wisconsin, to be a Rep-
resentative of the United States of America
to the Fiftieth Session of the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations.

Rita Derrick Hayes, of Maryland, for the
rank of Ambassador during her tenure of
service as Chief Textile Negotiator.

(The above nominations were re-
ported with the recommendation that
they be confirmed, subject to the nomi-
nees’ commitment to respond to re-
quests to appear and testify before any
duly constituted committee of the Sen-
ate.)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. COHEN (for himself and Mr.
NUNN):

S. 1501. A bill to amend part V of title 28,
United States Code, to require that the De-
partment of Justice and State attorneys gen-
eral are provided notice of a class action cer-
tification or settlement, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself and
Mr. BREAUX):

S. 1502. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to provide that the requirements relat-
ing to marking imported articles and con-
tainers not apply to spice products, coffee, or
tea; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. DOLE, Mr. NICKLES, Mr. McCAIN,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. THURMOND, Mr.
KyL, Mr. D’AMATO, Mr. ABRAHAM, and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 1503. A bill to control crime by manda-
tory victim restitution, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ABRAHAM:

S. 1504. A bill to control crime by manda-
tory victim restitution; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. LOTT (for himself, Mr. BREAUX,
and Mrs. HUTCHISON):
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S. 1505. A bill to reduce risk to public safe-
ty and the environment associated with pipe-
line transportation of natural gas and haz-
ardous liquids, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr. COATS, Mr.
NICKLES, and Mr. SANTORUM):

S. 1506. A bill to provide for a reduction in
regulatory costs by maintaining Federal Av-
erage fuel economy standards applicable to
automobiles in effect at current levels until
changed by law, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. THURMOND, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 1507. A bill to provide for the extension
of the Parole Commission to oversee cases of
prisoners sentenced under prior law, to re-
duce the size of the Parole Commission, and
for other purposes; considered and passed.

By Mr. DOLE (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, and Mr. STEVENS):

S. 1508. A bill to assure that all federal em-
ployees work and are paid; considered and
passed.

By Mr. DASCHLE (for himself and Mr.
PRESSLER):

S. 1509. A bill to amend the Impact Aid
program to provide for hold-harmless with
respect to amounts for payments relating to
the Federal acquisition of real property, to
permit certain local educational agencies to
apply for increased payments for fiscal year
1994 under the Impact Aid program, and to
amend the Impact Aid program to make a
technical correction with respect to maxi-
mum payments for certain heavily impacted
local educational agencies; considered and
passed.

By Mr. WARNER:

S. 1510. A bill to designate the United
States Courthouse in Washington, District of
Columbia, as the “E. Barrett Prettyman
United States Courthouse’”, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

By Mr. HATCH:

S.J. Res. 45. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States in order to ensure that private
persons and groups are not denied benefits or
otherwise discriminated against by the Unit-
ed States or any of the several States on ac-
count of religious expression, belief, or iden-
tity; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
SIMON, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. KEN-
NEDY):

S. Res. 202. A resolution concerning the
ban on the use of United States passports for
travel to Lebanon; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. DOLE (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. Res. 203. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony by Senate employee and representa-
tion by Senate Legal Counsel; considered and
agreed to.

S. Res. 204. A resolution to authorize rep-
resentation by Senate Legal Counsel, consid-
ered and agreed to.

S. Res. 205. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony by Senate employees and representa-
tion by Senate Legal Counsel; considered and
agreed to.

December 22, 1995

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. COHEN (for himself and
Mr. NUNN):

S. 1501. A bill to amend part V of
title 28, United States Code, to require
that the Department of Justice and
State attorneys general are provided
notice of a class action certification or
settlement, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

THE PROTECTING CLASS ACTION PLAINTIFFS ACT
OF 1995

Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, today |
am introducing the Protecting Class
Action Plaintiffs Act of 1995. This leg-
islation is necessary to address a trou-
bling number of instances where class
action lawsuits have been filed on be-
half of thousands, and in some cases,
millions of Americans, but the suits
have been settled in ways that do not
promote the best interest of the plain-
tiffs.

A class action is a lawsuit in which
an attorney not only represents an in-
dividual plaintiff, but in addition, the
suit seeks relief for all those individ-
uals who have suffered an injury simi-
lar to the plaintiff. For example, a suit
brought against a pharmaceutical com-
pany by a person suffering from the
side effects of a drug, can, if the court
approves it as a class action, be ex-
panded to cover all individuals who
used that drug.

More often than not, these suits are
settled. Settlement agreements provide
monetary and other relief to class
Members, protect defendants from fu-
ture lawsuits, and stipulate how the
plaintiffs’ attorneys will be paid.

All class members are notified of the
terms of the settlement and given the
opportunity to exclude themselves
from the class action if they do not
want to be bound by the agreement. All
class action settlements must be ap-
proved by a court.

Although the class action is an im-
portant part of our civil justice sys-
tem, it is fraught with difficulties. The
primary problem is that the client in a
class action is a diffuse group of thou-
sands of individuals scattered across
the country, that is incapable of exer-
cising meaningful control over the liti-
gation. While in theory the class action
lawyers must be responsive to their cli-
ents, in practice, the lawyers control
all aspects of the litigation.

Moreover, when a class actions is set-
tled, the amount of the attorneys’ fee,
is negotiated between the plaintiffs’
lawyers and the defendants. Yet, in
most cases, the fee is paid by the class
members—the only party that does not
have a seat at the bargaining table.

In addition, class actions are now
being used by defendants as a tool to
limit their future liabilities. Class ac-
tions are being settled that cover all
individuals exposed to a particular sub-
stance but whose injuries have not yet
manifest themselves. As Prof. John
Coffee of the Columbia Law School has
written, ‘“‘the class action is providing
a means by which unsuspecting future
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