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the Marathon High School girls field hockey
team for successfully defending their New
York State class D championship.

The team won its second straight champion-
ship by defeating Morrisville-Eaton in a close
and hard fought contest at Skidmore College
in Saratoga Springs, NY.

As last year, the community welcomed the
victorious Lady Olympians as they returned.
The volunteer fire department once again
stirred excitement with wailing sirens and
flashing lights, leading a parade through the
center of the village.

I want to congratulate the team and let them
know I am very proud of their performance. In
marking their accomplishment, we applaud all
athletic endeavors of young women every-
where and give a deserved pat on the back to
the adults who have provided the guidance
and example that have made these players
champions.

Those are the parents, the coaches, the ad-
ministrators, and the fans who have encour-
aged and enjoyed the play all year long.

And while they have brought fame to them-
selves, they have made their friends and their
school, not to mention their community, proud
as well.

These young people have learned what it
feels like to win, but more importantly the
value of camaraderie, teamwork, and dis-
cipline. They will likely remember these times
the rest of their lives. They deserve to, and to
have our sincere best wishes for the kind of
success which only promises greater things to
come.

The team consists of: Rebecca Gillette, Jo-
anna Ryan, Amber Potter, Laurel Weiss,
Kendra Shufelt, Amber Glave, Tina Owen,
Samantha Strough, Bobbie Elwood, Kathy
Hoyt, Jessica James, Jennie Lavens, Hilary
Matson, Carla Tagliente, Katrina Roe, Darci
Contri, Becky Smith, Allisa Altmann, Arlene
Hallock, and Coach Karen Funk.
f

HONORING DR. GIL BELTAN,
EDUCATOR

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 4, 1996

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great pleasure and a true honor for me to rec-
ognize the many achievements of Dr. Gil
Beltran who, for over 65 years, has dedicated
his life to educating children at his school in
Miami. Indeed, Dr. Beltran’s unyielding com-
mitment to the education of children is nothing
short of remarkable.

He founded his school, La Luz, The Light,
with the mission to provide students with the
foundations of academic excellence while
stressing the importance of serving one’s com-
munity. The school was first inaugurated at
the turn of the century in Havana, Cuba and
then initiated again in Miami for the exiled
Cuban-American community. Dr. Beltran’s de-
termination to educate those who yearned to
be free in the United States, and to teach stu-
dents the true meanings of the words ‘‘liberty’’
and ‘‘justice,’’ has made him a true philan-
thropist of the south Florida community. One
can measure the resounding success of Dr.
Beltran’s vision by witnessing the smiles and
gratitude of the students and parents on grad-
uation day.

Many Miami residents first learned how to
read and write because Dr. Beltran’s undying
vision and commitment to the youth of south
Florida. It should give all a great sense of
pride to honor a man whose prescience con-
tinues to set a standard of excellence for all to
admire.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, as the inex-
cusable Government shutdown drags on,
Americans all over the country are justifiably
furious that critical services have been halted
and that hardworking Federal employees are
being forced to work without pay.

In addition, many of our constituents are
angry that Members of Congress continue to
receive their full pay during this time of crisis.
In fact, many of us have cosponsored legisla-
tion, as I have, to deny Members their pay
during the budget shutdown.

Yesterday, the New York times published an
incisive op-ed piece written by two of my con-
stituents, Carol Ann Rinzler and Perry Luntz.
I commend this timely article to all of my col-
leagues.

[From the New York Times, Jan. 3, 1996]

CONGRESS SHOULDN’T GET PAID EITHER

(By Carol Ann Rinzler and Perry Luntz)

Almost exactly a year ago, Congress passed
the Congressional Accountability Act, a
much ballyhooed measure that requires the
House and Senate to abide by the workplace
and civil rights laws they enact for the rest
of us. Alas, like so many things in life, this
long-overdue legislation turns out to be less
than meets the eye.

In an effort to minimize the effects of the
Government shutdown on their constituents,
Republicans in the House proposed last week
that furloughed Federal employees go back
to work without being paid, surely a new
idea in free-market, conservative economics.

Afterward, someone asked Representative
Tom DeLay of Texas, the House majority
whip, whether he would consider giving up
his own salary during the crisis. No way, said
Mr. DeLay, explaining that, like every other
member of Congress, he isn’t a Federal em-
ployee—he is a ‘‘constitutional officer.’’

Well, we’ve reread our copy of the Con-
stitution, and frankly the distinction seems
a bit arcane to us.

True, members of Congress are specifically
mentioned in the Constitution Article I, Sec-
tion 5 says that ‘‘Senators and Representa-
tives shall receive a compensation for their
services, to be ascertained by law and paid
out of the Treasury of the United States.’’
Cabinet members and Federal judges also get
a mention, later on, but other workers—cu-
rators at the Smithsonian, say—do not.

But every Federal paycheck originates in
an appropriation requiring money from the
Treasury, whose funds come, in large part,
from income taxes. That should give every-
one of us the inalienable right to put in our
2 cents. Or to take it out.

Members of the House and Senate earn a
base salary of $133,600 a year (those in leader-
ship positions get more). And don’t forget
the generous benefit package: life insurance,
health insurance, per diem travel and a nifty
pension. Mr. DeLay’s base salary alone costs

each of America’s more than 115 million in-
dividual taxpayers 1.2 cents a year.

As conscientious citizens, we have always
paid our taxes, regardless of our political
gripes. Even though one of us was tear-
gassed in 1971 by an overzealous guard at the
Nixon White House, protecting it from
throngs of balding, middle-aged Vietnam
War protesters and their children, the Inter-
nal Revenue Service got paid the following
year anyway.

This time, however, we plan to draw a line
in the sand. Having voted to obey its own
laws, members of Congress should be man (or
woman) enough to live up to that require-
ment. Before Tom DeLay votes for trimming
Medicare, he should whistle down his own
Government-financed health insurance. If he
expects Federal workers to show up for free,
so should he.

Until then, he can forget our helping to
pay his salary. Come April 15, our joint tax
return will be 2 cents short. That ought to
send a message: keeping Congress in line is a
hard job, but somebody has to do it.
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Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to wish a
happy 100th birthday to the village of Tigerton,
WI.

We are not only celebrating a great town—
we are also celebrating the people who built a
great town.

The people of Tigerton are the kind of
Americans about whom Abraham Lincoln said:
‘‘We have been the recipients of the choicest
bounties of Heaven.’’

Tigerton lies in the heart of Shawano Coun-
ty, a scenic region in northeast Wisconsin
known far and wide for its fishing,
snowmobiling, golf, swimming, boating, camp-
ing, hiking, and biking.

Tigerton’s abundant forests are home to
abundant deer and small game, which attract
legions of hunters.

In fact, Tigerton was settled more than 100
years ago by hard-working people in the tim-
ber industry.

The Tigerton Lumber Co., was formed in
1887, and the town of Tigerton was incor-
porated shortly afterward in 1896.

From that time, the village of Tigerton has
grown to its current population of more than
800 citizens.

The village’s lumber heritage is preserved
by the Tigerton Lumber Co., which is still
going strong. Each year, in the last weekend
of August, Tigerton Lumberjack Days are held
to celebrate the town’s main industry.

On Lumberjack Days, the people of Tigerton
can get together and enjoy log cutting, sawing,
and piling shows, as well as enjoy a corn
roast, bingo, rides, music, and bow shooting.

The centennial celebration will culminate
during this year’s Lumberjack Days, with a pa-
rade on August 26.

The opening ceremony will be held at the
Tigerton High School gymnasium on January
14. On that day, the Tigerton High School
band, and civic figures from the village and
the State, with the people of Tigerton to look
back on the past 100 years and look forward
to the next century.
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Indeed, everyone in Tigerton should be very

proud of their village’s first 100 years.
All of us can look backward on a century of

achievements large and small, of four genera-
tions of hard-working and God-fearing families.

But this centennial also marks a time to look
forward to the future.

The pioneering spirit that inspired the peo-
ple of Tigerton in its first century lives on
today, stronger than ever.

I am confident that the people of Tigerton
will make their second century a time of
unbounded opportunity and success.

Tigerton and each city and town of our great
country and our great State of Wisconsin is
unique, but all are bound together in the love
of these United States.

As the people of Tigerton commemorate this
anniversary, we have a splendid opportunity to
renew our commitment to preserve the spirit
which has forged America into a land of won-
der. I am proud to join you, the people of
Tigerton, in making such a commitment on
this historic occasion.

Mr. Speaker, with hearty congratulations
and best wishes for continued milestones, I
salute the village of Tigerton.
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
today I would like to pay tribute to an out-
standing individual from my district, Mr. Henry
A. Dawson. Mr. Dawson will retire this month
after 22 years of dedicated service as the ex-
ecutive director of the Springfield Girls Club
Family Center.

A native of Rocky Mount, NC, Mr. Dawson
enjoyed distinguished military and athletic ca-
reers before arriving in Springfield in 1970 to
pursue a masters degree at Springfield Col-
lege and to begin his tenure at the Girls Club
Family Center. For the last 22 years Henry
Dawson has served as the executive director
of the Family Center and has touched the
lives of thousands of young people in the
Springfield area.

Under Mr. Dawson’s direction, the Family
Center established many outstanding pro-
grams. Among these projects are the Project
Extra Plus and Project Extra Plus Preschool,
which provided day care with a large variety of
recreational activities for school-age and pre-
school children during nonschool hours. In ad-
dition, Mr. Dawson also established the Family
Center City Camp which provided day care for
150 children during the summer months, and
Camp Mishnoah, a summer resident camp
that provided a quality multicultural camping
experience for thousands of girls who might
otherwise have been denied such an experi-
ence.

Mr. Dawson’s, ability to create outstanding
programs for young people is possibly sur-
passed only by his ability to raise the funds to
keep these programs in operation. Over the
years, the Family Center has experienced
major funding reductions, and despite this
loss, the center’s budget has grown and
shown an average annual excess of $37,000.
This is the result of proven investment prac-
tices by Mr. Dawson that have enabled the

Family Center to accumulate a respectable
endowment and operate deficit free for the
pass 22 years. This sound fiscal management
will ensure that the Family Center will continue
its outstanding work for many years to come.

On behalf of the citizens of the Second
Congressional district of Massachusetts, I
would like to offer a heartfelt thanks to Henry
Dawson for his tireless work with young peo-
ple and wish him the best as he begins his re-
tirement. His contributions to the youth of
Springfield are immeasurable and I am hon-
ored to represent such an outstanding individ-
ual. People like Henry Dawson are the reason
the Boys and Girls Clubs of America have
been able to make such a difference in the
lives of America’s youth for the past century.
Thank you Henry and good luck.
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
for the second time in as many years for the
same reason, to recognize the Thorndale High
School Bulldogs for their State football cham-
pionship.

I extend my sincere congratulations to head
coach Don Cowan and the Bulldogs of
Thorndale, TX, who captured the 1995 Class
1A State Championship on December 23,
1995 before a crowd of 8,000 at Gordon
Wood Stadium in Brownwood, TX. Defeating
the Roscoe Plowboys 14 to 7, the Bulldogs
extended their winning streak to 32 games.
This feat places Thorndale in a select class
with 4 other schools as the only teams in
Texas high school football history to post
back-to-back 16-win seasons.

The Bulldogs won their second consecutive
State championship and third in 6 years with
intense defense. Thorndale’s defense, stingy
all year, held its opponents to single-digit scor-
ing in all but four of its games, six of which
were shutouts. The Bulldogs’ defense was so
tenacious against Roscoe that it forced four
interceptions and limited the Plowboys to only
nine first downs, two in the second half.

I urge my colleagues to join me today in
recognizing and honoring true champions—the
players, coaches, students, parents, and citi-
zens of Thorndale, TX.
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Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. Speaker, President
Clinton once wrote:

. . . the best strategy to ensure and build a
lasting peace is to support the advance of de-
mocracy elsewhere.

I concur with this statement, and I add that
in order to establish security within our own
borders, we must also ensure democracy and
security within the borders of the countries

close to the United States. Guatemala is one
of those countries.

Mr. Speaker, the second round of elections
in Guatemala are to be held on January 7,
1996. The people of Guatemala are praying
for a legitimate, democratic election. One that
will guarantee substantial changes from the
past governments and give them hope for true
democracy in their own country. If this does
not come to pass, then more Guatemalans will
come illegally into the United States. At this
time, just in Florida alone, there are more than
50,000 Guatemalan immigrants who have
come in hopes of finding the American dream
of true democracy and justice, something they
have been denied for years in their own coun-
try. The corruption in Guatemala must stop,
and the United States is the only country that
has the power to terminate such activity.

Both the President and Congress should
make it a priority to see that honest, fraudu-
lent-free elections are held there. As with the
elections in Haiti and Nicaragua, the United
States should send a cadre of officials to Gua-
temala to ensure that the voters will not be co-
erced in any way. The resources that we are
currently utilizing to maintain illegals within our
country would be better spent tending to the
elimination of such corruption, which drives
emigres to our soil. Additionally, we should al-
ways consider the quality of life for U.S. citi-
zens who reside in these strained countries.

Mr. Speaker, we seek the security of our
Nation and we hold dear our own ideals, but
too often we disregard the ideals of others liv-
ing in nations less fortunate, where corruption
runs rampant. By taking precautions now, we
can lighten the burdens we will have to carry
later. I therefore urge President Clinton to
order the State Department to monitor the up-
coming election in Guatemala, so as to ensure
that they are fair and democratic.
f
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to

congratulate Elmer and Mary Simonis in cele-
brating their golden wedding anniversary. For
50 years, Elmer and Mary have demonstrated
true devotion and commitment to each other,
their family, and their community.

Throughout his career, Elmer’s work with
the space program led to his involvement in
producing the guidance systems for our moon
shots. He also spent time assembling the
moon buggy. Mary kept busy with the chil-
dren’s Parent-Teacher Association, Brownies,
and Girl Scouts. And, she still found time to
work as a nurse’s aid in a local hospital.

Together they have resided for 21 years on
Grove Street in Muskego, WI. Here they
raised three lovely daughters, Mary, Donna,
and Annette. Growing up, the girls had won-
derful role models in parents who were active
in various school and church functions. Now,
the Simonis’ love extends further to their nine
beautiful grandchildren.

As we begin 1996, it is with great pleasure
that I extend my warmest wishes for a won-
derful 50th anniversary and many more happy
returns to Elmer and Mary Simonis.
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