January 25, 1996

(b) REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—The Veterans Home Loan Pro-
gram Amendments of 1992 (Public Law 102-
547; 106 Stat. 3633) is amended by striking out
sections 2(c), 3(b), 8(d), 9(c), and 10(b).

SEC. 202. OTHER REPORT REQUIREMENTS.

(a) REPORT ON CONSOLIDATION OF CERTAIN
PROGRAMS.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall submit to Congress, not later than
March 1, 1997, a report on the advantages and
disadvantages of consolidating into one pro-
gram the following three programs:

(1) The alcohol and drug abuse contract
care program under section 1720A of title 38,
United States Code.

(2) The program to provide community-
based residential care to homeless chron-
ically mentally ill veterans under section 115
of the Veterans’ Benefits and Services Act of
1988 (38 U.S.C. 1712 note).

(3) The demonstration program under sec-
tion 7 of Public Law 102-54 (38 U.S.C. 1718
note).

(b) HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM.—(1) The Secretary shall submit to
Congress, not later than March 31, 1997, a re-
port setting forth the results of a study eval-
uating the operation of the health profes-
sional scholarship program under subchapter
Il of chapter 76 of title 38, United States
Code. The study shall evaluate the efficacy
of the program with respect to recruitment
and retention of health care personnel for
the Department of Veterans Affairs and shall
compare the costs and benefits of the pro-
gram with the costs and benefits of alter-
native methods of ensuring adequate recruit-
ment and retention of such personnel.

(2) The Secretary shall carry out the study
under this paragraph through a private con-
tractor. The report under paragraph (1) shall
include the report of the contractor and the
comments, if any, of the Secretary on that
report.

(c) ENHANCED USE LEASES.—The Secretary
shall submit to Congress, not later than
March 31, 1997, a report evaluating the oper-
ation of the program under subchapter V of
chapter 81 of title 38, United States Code.
SEC. 203. CONTRACTS FOR UTILITIES, AUDIE L.

MURPHY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.

(a) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT.—Subject to
subsection (b), the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may enter into contracts for the provi-
sion of utilities (including steam and chilled
water) to the Audie L. Murphy Memorial
Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. Each such
contract may—

(1) be for a period not to exceed 35 years;

(2) provide for the construction and oper-
ation of a production facility on or near
property under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary;

(3) require capital contributions by the
parties involved for the construction of such
a facility, such contribution to be in the
form of cash, equipment, or other in-kind
contribution; and

(4) provide for a predetermined formula to
compute the cost of providing such utilities
to the parties for the duration of the con-
tract.

(b) FuNDs.—A contract may be entered
into under subsection (a) only to the extent
as provided for in advance in appropriations
Acts.

(c) ADDITIONAL TERMS.—The Secretary
may include in a contract under subsection
(a) such additional provisions as the Sec-
retary considers necessary to secure the pro-
vision of utilities and to protect the inter-
ests of the United States.

In lieu of the Senate amendment to the
title of the bill, amend the title so as to
read: ““An Act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend the authority of the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
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certain programs and activities, to require
certain reports from the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs, and for other purposes.”.

Mr. STUMP (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
the amendments be considered as read
and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Arizona?

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, re-
serving the right to object, | do not
plan to object, and | yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. STumpP] for
an explanation of his request.

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, |
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, in 1995 the House passed
H.R. 1536, H.R. 1575, H.R. 2289, and H.R.
2353. These bills extended a variety of
VA authority for veterans health care
and benefits. The other body combined
the provisions of these 4 bills and sub-
stituted them in the bill S. 991 as an
amendment to H.R. 2353 on January 5,
1996.

We now have been able to work out
these compromises on those expiring
authorities. This agreement is re-
flected in the amendments we are ask-
ing unanimous consent for now.

The amendment also authorized util-
ity contracts for the Audie L. Murphy
Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas.
Chairman SIMPSON has given his com-
mitment to address the remaining un-
resolved issues during the second ses-
sion of the Congress.

We are seeking unanimous consent
now because these must be enacted
quickly. We hope the Senate will act
on it tomorrow so that the expiration
of these authorities will not adversely
impact veterans depending on the VA
for benefits and services. | hope all
Members will support this amendment.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 2353, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take one moment and thank my
colleague and the ranking member on
the other side, the gentleman from
Mississippi [Mr. MONTGOMERY], for his
help in finalizing these bills.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker,
further reserving the right to object, I
will be brief.

As the distinguished chairman has
indicated, this bill was actually nec-
essary. It was not passed in the first
session, it was sent to the Senate. They
did not act on it. This will help the vet-
erans to be able to do some wonderful
things.

Mr. Speaker, with that brief expla-
nation, | withdraw my reservation of
objection.

thank

H 903

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

ANNUAL REPORT OF DEPART-
MENT OF TRANSPORTATION—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

The Speaker pro tempore laid before
the House the following message from
the President of the United States;
which was read and, without objection,
referred to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 308 of
Public Law 97-449 (49 U.S.C. 308(a)), |
transmit herewith the Annual Report
of the Department of Transportation,
which covers fiscal year 1994.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, January 25, 1996.

0O 2000
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HEFLEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of May 12, 1995, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. MONT-
GOMERY] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. MONTGOMERY addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

BALANCING THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. GREEN-
wooD] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, to-
night | had longstanding plans to be
with a very special group of my con-
stituents from Bucks and Montgomery
Counties. | was very much looking for-
ward to being there. But tonight’s busi-
ness was far too important to miss.

What we have done tonight is lit-
erally make a down payment on bal-
ancing America’s budget, a project
that this side of the aisle has worked
on very hard for all of this year. We
have not met our commitments. We
have not reached the accord that we
had hoped to reach with the White
House. But what we have done tonight
in a bipartisan fashion, with the agree-
ment of the President, is to agree to
agree on those things where we do not
have a difference of opinion, and we
have done that. But our work is still
cut out for us.

Mr. Speaker, we must reach accord,
we must compromise, we must find a
way to reform our entitlements, to re-
form our Medicare system, to save it
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