February 5, 1996

LAND DISPOSAL PROGRAM
FLEXIBILITY ACT OF 1995

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY

OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 30, 1996

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, during the 104th
Congress, the Commerce Committee has
been highlighting the problem of inflexible or
inappropriate statutory requirements. These
requirements can prevent EPA from issuing
regulations or facility cleanups that address re-
alistic and significant risks in a cost-effective
and cost-reasonable manner.

H.R. 2036 embodies the position of the EPA
in final rules that were later struck down by
the courts. In each case, EPA did a regulatory
impact analysis which found that the costs of
a given option were exceedingly high and the
benefits very low. In each case, EPA sought
a more flexible and balanced approach but
was ultimately directed by the Courts to the
most counterproductive result.

In their March 2, 1995, summary of the Pro-
posed Rule EPA wrote, “the Agency is re-
quired to set treatment standards for these rel-
atively low-risk waste and disposal practices,
although there are other actions and projects
with which the Agency could provide greater
protection of human health and the environ-
ment.”

In this particular case, EPA estimates sug-
gest over half a billion dollars will be spent
with little if any improvement to human health.
Indeed, the Agency states that less safe alter-
natives may be chosen over more safe alter-
natives. That is unacceptable. In their letter
endorsing H.R. 2036 the administration
wrote,” the bill would eliminate a mandate that
the EPA promulgate stringent and costly treat-
ment requirements for certain low-risk wastes
that already are regulated in Clean Water Act
or Safe Drinking Water Act units.”

H.R. 2036 is also endorsed by organizations
representing State environmental programs
such as the Groundwater Protection Council,
and the Association of State and Territorial
Solid Waste Management Officials as well as
the National Association of Counties.

| appreciate the bipartisan efforts of Ms. Lin-
coln and the administration, including the chair
of the Council on Environmental Quality Kath-
leen McGinty, and her staff, in support of H.R.
2036. It is important to move forward with leg-
islation that injects common sense into current
statutory law and H.R. 2036 is just such an in-
fection.

This is time-critical legislation and | hope
that it can proceed swiftly through the process.
| should note, however, that these issues—
while important for many—are the tip of the
iceberg. We must make fundamental reform to
ensure that our regulatory programs address
realistic and significant risks through cost-ef-
fective and cost-reasonable means. There is
much work to be done.

| urge all the Members to vote for swift pas-
sage of H.R. 2036 to prevent EPA from being
forced to use unnecessary and costly regula-
tions.
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CONGRESSIONAL BOYCOTT
HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thurdsay, February 1, 1996

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, | wish to voice
my strong disapproval with the French Gov-
ernment’s nuclear testing program. | join with
many of my colleagues—and most of the
world community—in protesting the detonation
of six French nuclear weapons in the South
Pacific. That is why | am joining the congres-
sional boycott of the French President’s visit to
Congress.

French President Jacques Chirac will ap-
pear today before a joint session of Congress.
I can not of good conscience attend. France
and the United States have a proud relation-
ship of cooperation extending back to the be-
ginning of our Nation. However, France’s con-
duct in the South Pacific can not be justified.
Exploding nuclear weapons in pursuit of fur-
ther weapons development contradicts the
view of 175 nations—including France and the
United States—who signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. It also needlessly endan-
gers the environment and people of the re-
gion.

Just last week, France acknowledged the
presence or radioactive iodine in the lagoon
near the Mururoa test site. Despite their dec-
laration that the tests blast are perfectly safe,
we have no way to know if this is true. Since
the French Government refuses to allow inde-
pendent assessment of the environment im-
pact of these nuclear explosions, | must re-
main suspicious. Are the people who live in
the South Pacific threatened by nuclear poison
in their region of the world? What will the eco-
logical and human health threats 10, 20, or
100 years from now?

Although the Clinton administration has offi-
cially denounced the French nuclear testing
program, its actions hardly match its rhetoric.
| urge the White House to put real pressure on
the Chirac government. Let us not forget our
responsibility in the matter: The United States
has long supported the French nuclear weap-
ons program.

| must take special exception to the United
States decision to allow French military aircraft
to fly to the South Pacific test site via the use
of United States airspace. How can the world
take seriously a United States criticism of the
French nuclear weapons testing program
when the United States refuses to take even
the most basic action to resist the French ac-
tion. The only assurance Congress can get
from the U.S. State Department is that no nu-
clear materials are being transported “accord-
ing to the best of our knowledge.” This hardly
represents strong scrutiny by our Government.

Now that the French Government has
ended its series of nuclear detonations, | call
on President Chirac to firmly commit his nation
to end all future tests. At the very least,
France should declare the permanent closing
of the South Pacific test site. France should
also clean up the nuclear mess it left behind
and allow independent monitoring of the area.
It is the least they can do for the South Pacific
peoples who will have to live with the legacy
of decades of nuclear weapons testing.

The rationale for nuclear testing ran out
years ago. If the world governments won't
stop this cold war relic now, then when? | look
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forward to the recognition by France that their
ongoing nuclear weapons testing program was
simply wrong. Perhaps we can now move to-
ward an international ban on all future such
explosive tests. The United States must con-
tinue to press for a comprehensive ban on all
such future nuclear test explosions. And
France must become an active player in these
negotiations.

It is my hope that a change in the behavior
of France’s Government will allow me to par-
ticipate in Mr. Chirac’s next visit to Congress.
| also look forward to a successful conclusion
to the ongoing comprehensive nuclear talks so
the world can take an important step toward
nuclear disarmament.

A CLEAN DEBT CEILING
EXTENSION BILL

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 1, 1996

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, the time has
come for this Congress to face up to its re-
sponsibilities by passing a clean debt ceiling
extension bill and not allow this great Nation
for the first time in 220 years to default.

Just last week Moody's Investors Service
announced that it might lower the credit rating
for U.S. Treasury bonds—the first time in our
Nation’s history. This should not be a source
of pride to any Member of Congress.

America cannot afford to have its full faith,
its good word and its credit sacrificed on the
altar of partisan posturing. Imagine Social Se-
curity checks and veterans’ checks not being
sent to recipients or honored when deposited
by individuals who earned these benefits and
rely on them. The American people cannot af-
ford the higher interest rates that would result
from default. We rail against “dead beat” dads
* * * no one should be part of a “dead beat”
Government.

Mr. Speaker, only you and your colleagues
have the power to keep America from the dis-
grace and disaster of default. Let us together
pass a bill now to avoid default and inter-
national discredit.

TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH
DOUGHNER

HON. ANTHONY C. BEILENSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 1, 1996

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to one of Topanga, CA’s most
dedicated and admired citizens, Elizabeth
Doughner, who passed away recently.

Betty Doughner served as executive officer/
clerk of the Board of Resource Conservation
District of the Santa Monica Mountains—for-
merly the Topanga-Las Virgenes Resource
Conservation District—which carries out envi-
ronmental education and restoration projects.
During the 34 years Betty was employed by
the District, she watched it grow from an oper-
ation with one employee—herself—to the 50-
employee agency it is today.

In her position with the district, Betty worked
tirelessly for our community. She helped se-
cure conservation services for landowners in
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