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major reason that Commander Stumpf
has had some trouble was, once again,
the top leadership of the U.S. Navy
failed to do the routine thing when
they submitted Stumpf to the Armed
Services Committee for us to discharge
our responsibilities that we have sworn
to uphold. They just forgot.

It was a legitimate error. I do not be-
lieve it was intentional, but it was an-
other error, another shortcoming of
some of the leadership of the U.S.
Navy.

I simply say that the Armed Services
Committee, nor any of its members,
are at fault. Yet, our integrity is being
questioned because of what we collec-
tively did and thought was our duty.

Let me close, if I might, by giving
my own personal view, without detail-
ing any of the information at my dis-
posal that, for good reasons, I am
sworn to protect. I know most or all of
the details, some of them sordid, about
Tailhook. I happen to feel that Com-
mander Stumpf may be being overly
criticized for some things. It is true, in
the opinion of this Senator, that he
was not in that room at a time when an
act was taking place that I think
would have probably guaranteed that
he not be recommended for promotion.
He got out in time. But he did not do
anything about anything that he saw
going on.

But I simply say and emphasize once
again that I am not one of those who
feel that Commander Stumpf should be
blacklisted, should be eliminated for
consideration—and I emphasize consid-
eration—by the Armed Services Com-
mittee in carrying out its responsibil-
ities. My view is that circumstances
following the unfortunate foul-up by
the top echelon in the U.S. Navy in not
giving us the information is the main
reason for the problem.

But what happened after that? And
this is something that I feel very
strongly about. After that happened,
we began to see articles appearing, al-
though none of the authors came to see
me. The old boy network took over for
a top gun.

Let me emphasize that again. The old
boy network took over for a top gun
and dedicated themselves to seeing, as
quickly as possible, that the promotion
was granted.

I think—and I am very much upset
with Commander Stumpf—that he did
not take the first logical step that he
could, should, and had the right to
take, by appealing to a board that
looks after these things, called the cor-
rection board. No, he bypassed that, be-
cause the other top guns and their sup-
porters went to work by lobbying.

So it seems to me that if and when I
have a responsibility to discharge, as
one member, my duties as one member
of the Armed Services Committee, I
would not, having known what I know,
interfere with Stumpf’s promotion on
the basis of Tailhook. Some other
Members may not see it that way. But
I am very much concerned about an in-
dividual that we look to, and certainly

is one of the finest performing officers
that we have today in the U.S. Navy,
there is no question about that, but
there are other things that we look for
when we go through the promotion
scheme. In all likelihood, Commander
Stumpf, if and when he is promoted
—as I think he will be, eventually, to
captain; he is very likely to become an
admiral someday. There are lots of
things beside your ability to fly and
your courage in battle that play into
the promotion role.

As much as anything else, I simply
say that as far as this Senator is con-
cerned, the hiring of a lawyer without
going through the proper procedures is
a step in the wrong direction and em-
phasizes what I am most concerned
about in this particular matter, and
that is that the Navy, unto themselves,
with the machoism that they show
time and time again, decided they were
going to get the Armed Services Com-
mittee, regardless of our faithfulness,
regardless of what we have done, re-
gardless of what we will do as members
of that committee in the future.

And the crowning blow, although I
recognize that he has a right to do it,
was a Washington Post news story of
March 19 that I will submit for the
RECORD. The headline is ‘‘Tailhook
Figure Files Suit Over Navy Pro-
motion.’’ Going to the courts, hiring a
lawyer to get what he wants and is
probably entitled to, it seems to me
was not the wise way to proceed.

I ask unanimous consent the article
be printed in the RECORD at the conclu-
sion of my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See exhibit 1.)
Mr. EXON. Some will disagree with

me, probably, about Commander
Stumpf. But the main reason for my
appearing on the floor tonight was to
try to set the record straight as to the
legitimate role that the Armed Serv-
ices Committee has played in this mat-
ter. We played the role right by the
book.

I happen to feel, when Commander
Stumpf comes before us again, he may
be approved. He might get my support.
But I will be asking some questions
about why the lawsuit, why the full-
court press by some of his friends, try-
ing to discredit, by their actions, the
legitimate steps and actions and deci-
sions made by the Armed Services
Committee?

Mr. President, I think we have not
heard the last of this matter. I think it
is just another bungled handling of a
situation by certain top leadership in
the U.S. Navy, and I will simply say to
Commander Stumpf that had the infor-
mation been furnished to us when it
was not about what happened, or that
he was even at that Tailgate party 5
years ago, I would have voted to send
Stumpf on through after I took a look
and had a thorough briefing on what
the allegations against him were. I do
not think they were that serious.

But the U.S. Navy is the one that
caused Commander Stumpf his prob-

lem. His friends are in the Armed Serv-
ices Committee.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
EXHIBIT 1

TAILHOOK FIGURE FILES SUIT OVER NAVY
PROMOTION

A former commander of the Blue Angels
squadron, who was cleared of wrongdoing in
the Tailhook scandal, has accused Navy Sec-
retary John H. Dalton of improperly block-
ing his promotion to captain.

In a suit filed Friday in federal court in Al-
exandria, Cmdr. Robert E. Stumpf said Dal-
ton bowed to political pressure from Capitol
Hill. Stumpf, stationed at Oceana Naval Air
Station in Virginia Beach, asked that he be
given his promotion as of July 1995.

Stumpf’s was one of the most high-profile
cases resulting from the 1991 Tailhook con-
vention of Navy aviators, in which dozens of
women and female officers complained of
sexual harassment. A three-officer panel
found that Stumpf left a Las Vegas hotel
suite before a stripper performed oral sex on
an officer.

The suit said Congress approved Stumpf’s
promotion after Dalton inadvertently failed
to notify Capitol Hill of Stumpf’s Tailhook
connection. Dalton, pressured by the Senate
Armed Services Committee, withdrew
Stumpf from a promotion list in December.

The suit said federal law allows a pro-
motion approved by Congress to be canceled
only if an officer ‘‘is mentally, physically,
morally or professionally unqualified.’’

f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 5 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

COMMENDING THE PARTICIPANTS
IN THE SOUTH DAKOTA HIGH
SCHOOL BOYS’ BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, today
I want to commend the hard work,
competitive spirit, and teamwork re-
cently exhibited by thousands of young
people across South Dakota during the
State High School Boys’ Basketball
Tournament.

Each year during late February and
early March, towns from across the
State come together in support of their
high school basketball teams in dis-
trict, regional, and State tournaments.
This exciting period culminated last
week with three teams from across
South Dakota winning State cham-
pionships in their respective divisions.

There is a tremendous amount of
pride that each community in South
Dakota feels for its high school sports
teams. Having grown up in one of those
communities, I know that each time a
high school team is successful, its com-
munity glows with the same accom-
plishment. Communities like these are
still proud of their young people’s
abilities, their hard work, and their de-
termination to work together and
achieve a common goal, both on and off
the court.
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