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poor, severely isolated projects that invari-
ably fail. Just a few blocks from the Robert
Taylor Homes are pleasant high-rise projects
for senior citizens.

‘‘Imagine, the United States Government
owns the housing where an entire class of
citizens permanently lives,’’ Mr. Dole said,
as if this were fantastically improbable. Yet
in most industrial countries a much larger
portion of the population lives in Govern-
ment housing. Three percent of Americans
live in public housing, as opposed to more
than a fifth of the population in Great Brit-
ain, Germany, France and the Netherlands.
What’s unusual about American public hous-
ing is that it serves primarily the very poor.

It is paradoxical that Mr. Dole chose to
stage his attack on public housing at a real-
tors’ convention, because the real estate in-
dustry, by and large, supported the construc-
tion of the worst projects. In the 1950’s and
60’s; African-American migrants from the
South were streaming into the big cities, and
part of reason for the building of the projects
was to contain them within the existing
ghettos so as to avoid residential integra-
tion.

In any case, the mistake of the high-rise,
all-poor projects was fairly quickly realized;
in 1968, Congress banned the construction of
any more them. These projects have no de-
fenders except for unaccountably loyal
groups of residents. To set high-rise projects
up as being the fruits of a real political posi-
tion, as some critics of public housing have,
is to create a straw man.

Under Secretary Henry Cisneros, the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
has begun demolishing about 30,000 of the
worst high-rises. The agency is also trying to
reinstate policies of giving preferences to
people with jobs and swiftly kicking out
criminals.

In his speech to the realtors, Senator Dole
called for replacing public housing with a
voucher system. But we already have a
voucher system, called Section 8, which is
perpetually underfinanced (partly because
the real estate industry is so effective in lob-
bying against its expansion) and thus has
very long waiting lists. Mr. Dole has repeat-
edly voted against increasing financing for
the program, and he failed to support Mr.
Cisneros’s proposal last year for a major new
housing voucher program.

There is an alternative to old-style public
housing. In the decades since we stopped
building new projects, hundreds of thousands
of units for the poor have been created by
local community development corporations,
private groups that have sprung up around
the country since the 70’s. On the whole, this
is housing that works. Those who haven’t
visited the South Bronx lately would be
amazed to see how vastly areas thought of as
desolate have been improved by the new and
renovated housing that community groups
have put up.

These groups do exactly what Mr. Cisneros
is trying to do in public housing: Screen ten-
ants, create a mix of working and very poor
people, oust criminals, maintain security
forces big enough for residents to feel safe
and keep the overall scale of developments
manageably small. It’s not an exotic, rec-
ondite, high-risk formula.

Often people point to the success of the
community development corporations as
proving that the private sector can succeed
where the Government has failed. The impli-
cation is that any involvement by the Gov-
ernment is fatally corrupting. But the com-
munity groups are heavily financed by the
Government. More than three-quarters re-
ceive Federal dollars (Washington gives
them more than $300 million each year) and
more than half receive state money. The ex-
periments in tenant management pushed

strongly by Jack Kemp, Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development under President
George Bush, were also federally financed.

It should be kept in mind, too, that the
disastrous large-scale urban public housing
projects were constructed and operated not
by Washington but by local housing authori-
ties. In recent years, HUD has begun taking
over the management of projects from the
most incompetent of the local authorities.

The view that Federal is always bad and
state and local are always good just doesn’t
apply in public housing. The Federal Govern-
ment pays for virtually all public housing
and contracts with local organizations to
run it. The key variables are whether the
project’s rules are sound and whether the
local group in charge is competent.

The conditions in the worst public housing
projects are horrifyingly bad and constitute
a real moral crisis. It is outrageous that
week after week children continue to lose
their lives to the violence of the projects and
we don’t do anything about it. It doesn’t do
public housing residents who live in fear and
misery any good to be told that what they’re
going through is attributable to ‘‘socialism’’
and therefore can’t be helped.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, on December 22,

1995, I introduced a bill, H.R. 2839, entitled
the Medicare Medication Evaluation and Dis-
pensing System of 1995 [MMEDS]. The
MMEDS would provide the tools and informa-
tion to beneficiaries that are necessary to re-
duce the high instances of adverse drug inter-
actions, overmedication, incorrect duration of
drug treatment, and other problems that the
elderly face with prescription drugs.

The GAO report issued in July, 1995 called
Prescription Drugs and the Elderly strongly
supports the changes my bill proposes. Statis-
tics show that the present system does not
serve the elderly well:

[A GAO analysis] showed that an esti-
mated 17.5% of the almost 30 million senior
citizens in the survey used at least one of the
drugs generally identified as not suitable for
elderly patients in 1992 (p. 4).

Several studies have shown that adverse
drug reactions greatly harm the elderly: They
cause an estimated 17 percent of the hos-
pitalizations of elderly patients, a figure 6
times greater than that of the general popu-
lation, 32,000 hip fractures per year, and
16,000 car accidents per year. ‘‘The FDA esti-
mates that hospitalizations due to inappropri-
ate prescription drug use cost about $20 bil-
lion annually’’ (p. 5). Because these statistics
of harm to senior citizens and the costs asso-
ciated with it are so frighteningly high, the ne-
cessity for reform of the elderly’s prescription
drugs dispensing system is further justified.

According to several experts interviewed
[by the GAO], lowering the elderly’s risk of
adverse drug reactions requires that more
detailed information on the impact of drug
therapies on the elderly be developed and
disseminated to health practitioners . . . In-
creased communication between and among
physicians, pharmacists, and patients is
vital to ensuring that this process is effec-
tive (p. 8).

The MMEDS would provide an on-line, real-
time prospective review of drug therapy before

each prescription is filled or delivered to an in-
dividual receiving benefits under Medicare.
The review by a pharmacist would include
screening for potential drug therapy problems
due to therapeutic duplication, drug-drug inter-
actions, and incorrect drug dosage or duration
of drug treatment.

In the bill I have introduced, as part of the
prospective drug use review, any participating
pharmacy that dispenses a prescription drug
to a Medicare beneficiary would be required to
offer to discuss with each individual receiving
benefits, or the caregiver of such an individ-
ual—in person, whenever practicable, or
through access to a toll-free telephone serv-
ice—information regarding the appropriate use
of a drug, potential interactions between the
drug and other drugs dispensed to the individ-
ual, and other matters established by the Sec-
retary of DHHS. The Secretary would be given
the duty to provide written, oral, or face-to-
face communication to pharmacists and physi-
cians concerning suggested changes in pre-
scribing and dispensing practices.

The report issued by the GAO discusses the
need for more oversight of the distribution of
prescribed medicines to our Nations’ elderly.
Unless something is done, the increase in the
number of elderly in our society will increase
the amount of drugs wrongly prescribed. By
implementing the Medicare Medication Evalua-
tion and Dispensing System Act, we could
greatly improve the quality of care our Nation’s
elderly receive when they are prescribed
medication.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Mooresville Volunteer Fire De-
partment. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire fight-
er. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the remarkable dedication and ac-
complishments of a constituent in my district,
Mr. Jimmie Cannon of El Centro, CA. Jimmie
has been the band teacher at Central Union
High School for the past 30 years. He is soon
retiring and I would like to take a moment to
commend his devoted service to his job and to
the students he has touched with his spirit and
gift for teaching.

A native of Oklahoma, Jimmie joined the
Army in 1952. He attended college at Philan-
der Smith in Little Rock, AR where he met and
married Maxine Sutton. After moving to
Mahaska, KS, Jimmie began teaching music
to children from the kindergarten to 12th grade
level.

In 1964, the Cannon’s moved to El Centro,
CA, where Jimmie taught music at Wilson
Junior High School until the fall of 1966 at
which time he began teaching at Central
Union High with the ‘‘Great Spartan Band.’’
The Great Spartan Band has been very active
in the community by performing annually at a
number of the local schools in the Imperial
Valley area. The band has also been an im-
portant participant at a great number of local
charity organization events, while at the same
time, committing to annual performances at
such events as the Brawley Cattle Call Pa-
rade, American Heart Association, Red Ribbon
Awareness Fair and the Special Olympics.
Since Jimmie’s time with the Great Spartan
Band, they have received letters of com-
mendation from such individuals as former
Mexican President Louis Echeverria, Governor
Ronald Reagan, and Brig. Gen. Harry
Mendelson. The Great Spartan Band has also
received special honors from a variety of na-
tional organizations including the Hawaii Invi-
tational Music Festival, U.S.C. Concert of the
Bands, Holiday Bowl Music Festival, Mardi
Gras, Disneyland Parade and Concert, and
Disneyworld Magic Kingdom.

In an era when our children have become
less interested in their education, our Nation’s
teachers have become more vital in influenc-
ing the lives and future of their students. It is
encouraging to know that teachers like Jimmie
still endure. For the past 30 years, Jimmie has
been able to share his love and appreciation
of music with many students who will long re-
member his spirit and talent that touched so
many of their lives. I would like to join these
many grateful students in thanking and wish-
ing Jimmie Cannon great happiness in all his
future endeavors.
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Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, today the
Congress presents its highest honor, the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, to the Reverend Billy
Graham and his wife, Ruth.

It is fitting that such an honor be bestowed
upon the Reverend Graham, as he has played

such a pivotal and selfless role in shaping and
maintaining the moral fiber of our country. Per-
haps Reverend Graham’s greatest appeal is
that his message pertains to all and excludes
no one. Here in our Nation’s capital, the party
of Lincoln often speaks of the big tent, and
how everyone is welcomed into it. While I be-
lieve that to be true, I also accept that our
tent, when compared to the tent the Reverend
Graham has built over the years, is more like
a pup tent. He has the capacity and love to
reach millions through the word of God, and
has made that his lifetime cause.

The Reverend Graham instills in us the im-
portance of hope, salvation, goodness and
spiritual renewal, and how these measures re-
quire a lifetime commitment. He does not
preach by whim or trend; in the Reverend
Graham’s world family values is not a recent
phenomenon, but rather a way of life. For
those who have lost their way and whose faith
has been tested or questioned, the Reverend
Graham is always there to welcome them
back, to begin the process of spiritual rebirth
with new vigor.

Whether he is acting as an unofficial spir-
itual adviser to one of the many U.S. presi-
dents he has counseled over the years or
preaching to the youth of America in one of
his many crusades, the Reverend Graham has
an uncanny ability to connect with people. Un-
like so many evangelists whose sincerity
seems manipulated for television audiences
and who have become seduced by greed and
power, the Reverend Graham has never
strayed from the ethical, moral, and spiritual
highroad. The only thing scandalous about this
great man is that his life and preaching is de-
void of scandal, which in this day and age is
rare.

When I think of Rev. Billy Graham, I think of
him as perhaps the best elder statesman
America has known. I also think of his crusade
in Cleveland a few years back, when he trans-
formed the cavernous Cleveland Municipal
Stadium into a massive sanctuary, touching
and enriching the spiritual lives of so many.
And, I think about the wonderful partnership
he has with his wife, Ruth, which is proof posi-
tive that behind every great man is a great
woman.

On this day when we award the Grahams
the Congressional Gold Medal, we also give
thanks for their years of devotion and inspira-
tion, and for a constant affirmation of all that
is right with America.

I have always believed our country has
been touched and blessed by the hand of
God. Today, we as a nation acknowledge that
we also have been touched and blessed by
the hand of the Rev. Billy Graham.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in this
Chamber to honor the Bethesda-Chevy Chase
[B–CC] branch of the American Association of
University Women [AAUW] on the occasion of
their 50th anniversary.

The first 50 members of B–CC AAUW were
installed by Maryland AAUW president, Mrs.

C.L. Everson, on May 20, 1946, at the Wom-
an’s Club of Bethesda clubhouse. The first
president of the local group was Mrs. Noble
Boaz.

The members of the B–CC branch quickly
established study groups that reflected their
interests and diversity, and after only 1 year,
began a newsletter that has, to this day, main-
tained the same format. At first, the branch
was involved in local affairs that affected the
community and the schools. AAUW members
closely followed the proposed policies of can-
didates for the school board and the county
council, and often volunteered for various
county boards and commissions. During the
1950’s, AAUW had attained important influ-
ence in the community, affecting decisions re-
garding teacher recruitment and salaries in the
local schools.

Over the years, the programs at the monthly
meetings of the local branch have covered
every conceivable subject, from outer space to
foreign affairs. These programs are indicative
of the interest of the members in the pursuit
of knowledge. Many programs have centered
on various aspects of art, books, and science,
again reflecting the talents and interests of the
membership in education.

Scholarship has always been high on the
AAUW agenda, and the B–CC branch began
raising money to help students obtain a higher
education. In February 1949, the organization
held a fellowship tea at the Iranian Embassy.
Admission was $1.50. Soon after, several
bridge groups were begun as a way to raise
money for scholarships. Members also held
fashion shows, art auctions, yard sales, and
book and author luncheons.

This year, members are focusing on con-
ducting workshops that address gender equity.
The B–CC branch is particularly interested in
promoting women in math and science, and
established a contest for high school girls to
suggest scientific careers.

Mr. Speaker, the B–CC branch of AAUW
has a long and proud history of advocacy for
the equality of all women. The members of
this esteemed group, since the beginning,
have challenged injustice and discrimination in
society. I am proud to pay tribute to the B–CC
branch of AAUW for 50 years of dedication
and service that has enabled women to enjoy
the benefits of the Nineties. I congratulate
Frances Cressman, Thelma Feld, Barbara
Hively, Frances Dellon, Ellen Gillis, Inge Baer,
Alice Dixon, and Louis Peltier, who make up
the board of directors, as well as all of the
wonderful members of the B–CC branch on
this milestone anniversary. These AAUW
members are long-distance runners for equal-
ity and social justice, and I wish them contin-
ued success for the future.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Muddy Pond Volunteer Fire
Department. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.
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