
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E789May 14, 1996
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee fire training school in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
JEWISH FEDERATION OF CIN-
CINNATI

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to commemorate the
100th anniversary of the Jewish Federation of
Cincinnati. The federation has a proud history.
Its predecessor organization was founded in
1896 to help those many immigrants from
Central and Eastern Europe who fled repres-
sive policies and practices of their native
countries. Its efforts to help refugees and im-
migrants continued through the events leading
up to and following the Holocaust in Europe in
the 1940’s and have been renewed in this
decade as a result of the opening of the bor-
ders of the former Soviet States and the East-
ern bloc countries. As Jewish immigrants
stream out of Eastern Europe, the Jewish
Federation has helped local agencies provide
relocation and resettlement services in the
Cincinnati area and in Israel. Since 1989, the
federation has assisted with the resettlement
of more than 1,200 Jewish immigrants and ref-
ugees in Cincinnati alone. During the same
period, the federation has supported programs
to help over 600,000 Jewish immigrants who
have taken refuge in Israel.

Over time, the Jewish Federation has ex-
panded its activities to include educational,
cultural, and humanitarian programs for all
members of the community. For example, it
works with community organizations to provide
services for Jewish youth and the elderly. The
federation should also be commended for its
commitment to improve interfaith and
intergroup relations in Cincinnati and around
the world.

I would like to offer my warmest congratula-
tions to the Jewish Federation for 100 years of
excellent and meaningful contributions to the
Jewish community and to the promotion of
international human rights. I wish the Jewish
Federation of Cincinnati and all its members
continued success in the coming century.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to two outstanding guardians of
public safety from Cicero, IL. Firefighter Mi-
chael Piekarski and Police Detective Darlene
Sobczak, who were recently recognized by the
Cicero Lions Club on Lions Club World Serv-
ice Day.

Firefighter Piekarski and Detective Sobczak
were honored for their outstanding contribu-
tions as part of the Lions Clubs’ effort to rec-
ognize those who risk their lives to protect
their fellow citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, congratulate these two
fine public servants on this award and extend
thanks on behalf of all my fellow citizens for
their efforts and those of their colleagues who
protect our lives and property.
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SCOTT KNUDSON, GUAM’S REP-
RESENTATIVE TO THE 1996 GEOG-
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I have al-
ways considered myself an educator first and
foremost. This is why I always welcome with
great pleasure students who take the time to
visit my office. Sometime this month, I highly
anticipate meeting a student from Guam. He is
Scott Knudson, the winner of this year’s Guam
Geography Bee.

On March 29, finalists from 12 elementary
and middle schools competed in this event
open to students from grades four to six.
Since Scott was the winner of the competition,
he will be representing the island of Guam in
the National Geography Bee competition that
will be held here in Washington on May 28
and 29.

Scott, the son of Marilyn Knudson and the
late Kenneth Knudson, is a sixth-grade stu-
dent at Inarajan Middle School. His achieve-
ments have brought much pride to his family,
school and community. I am sure that all his
hard work will once again be exhibited in the
national competition.

I would like to congratulate Scott for winning
the Guam Geography Bee competition and
wish him the best in the national competition.
In addition, I would also like to commend all
who participated in the competition and recog-
nize the efforts of Mr. James Szafranski for or-
ganizing this year’s event. I urge everyone to
keep up the good work.
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, the
Georgia State Senate recently adopted a reso-

lution that urges the Congress of the United
States to reject the proposal to sell the facili-
ties used to generate electric power marketed
by the Southeastern Power Administration. For
the RECORD I submit a copy of the resolution
adopted by the Georgia State Senate on Feb-
ruary 13, 1996.

A RESOLUTION

Urging the United States Congress to re-
ject the proposal to sell the facilities used to
generate electric power marketed by the
Southeastern Power Administration; and for
other purposes.

Whereas, a proposal has been made to the
United States Congress to sell facilities used
by the Southeastern Power Administration
(SEPA) which is headquartered in Elbert
County, Georgia; and

Whereas, these facilities, which include
nine hydroelectric dams, provide electric
power and reservoirs for Georgia; and

Whereas, all of these facilities, operated by
the United States Army Corps of Engineers,
also provide the public with needed fish and
wildlife resources, municipal, industrial, and
agricultural water supplies, flood control,
reservoir, and downstream recreational uses,
and river water level regulation; and

Whereas, such proposed sale would give too
little assurance that these assets will be ad-
ministered with due consideration to the
purposes of the facilities not related to
power production, such as water supply,
flood control, navigation, recreation, and en-
vironmental protection; and

Whereas, the revenue from the electricity
generated by the hydroelectric dams exceeds
the retirement obligations of the construc-
tion bonds and costs of operation and main-
tenance for these facilities; and

Whereas, many Georgians served by these
facilities could likely experience significant
rate increases in electricity and water as a
result of this sale.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Sen-
ate that the members of this body urge the
United States Congress to reevaluate the
negative impacts of this proposal and avoid
any transfer of federal dams, resources, tur-
bines, generators, transmission lines, and re-
lated power marketing association facilities.

Be it further resolved that the Secretary of
the Senate is authorized and directed to
transmit an appropriate copy of this resolu-
tion to the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, the presiding offi-
cer of the United States Senate, and mem-
bers of the Georgia congressional delegation.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Fairview Volunteer Fire De-
partment. These brave, civil-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for other while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
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