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area, Admiral Boorda did, and he
thought about moving down there after
his retirement.

I thank the gentleman for taking the
time. This is a great tragedy to our Na-
tion.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in ending,
let me simply say that from time to
time we lose individuals who are very
special, very unique who have made an
extraordinary contribution to their
country and to their fellow citizens.
Admiral Jeremy ‘‘Mike’’ Boorda was
one of those.

May God bless him, and may God
keep and bless his family.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DICKEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of May 12, 1995, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio [Ms. KAPTUR] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

A WAR ON DRUGS REALLY
SHOULD BE DECLARED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BURTON] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, earlier today I took a 1-minute on
the floor to discuss a problem that I
think the American people demand we
address. According to experts, 70 per-
cent of all crime in this country is
caused by people who are dealing in
drugs or are drug related one way or
another. Our kids are being infected by
the drug culture. It is destroying our
inner cities and our suburbs. It is caus-
ing a myraid of problems.

The prisons are filled with people
who have dealt with drugs, used drugs,
or committed crimes while under the
influence of drugs, and each one of
these people that are incarcerated cost
up to $30,000 a year to keep in jail. Yet
the war on drugs goes on and on and
on, and nothing seems to be accom-
plished.

We read every day that more and
more people have been arrested, more
cocaine has been picked up by the
DEA, and yet we hear about tons and
tons of cocaine that is getting past
them into the United States, even
though they are working very, very
hard to keep that kind of thing out of
here.

Now, I was in a place called the
Upper Yuagua Valley in Peru about 4
years ago, and I found that 65 percent
of all the coca in the world is produced
in this one valley that is about 25 miles
wide and about 150 to 200 miles long.

We know exactly where two-thirds of
the world’s coca is produced. And right
across the border in Bolivia another 20
to 25 percent of the world’s coca is pro-
duced. So about 90 percent of the
world’s coca that is turned into crack
and cocaine that comes into our coun-
try and affects our kids and hurts our
society and costs the taxpayers billions
of dollars is in these two locations, and
we are not doing a darn thing about it.

They have people down there we are
paying to cut down these coca plants
with a thing that is kind of like a
metal weed-eater, and a good
campesino cutting down these coca
fields can only cut down about an acre
a day. As fast as they cut it down, it is
replaced tenfold by the drug dealers
down there, the Medellin cartel and the
others, and we cannot stop them. And
we call this a war on drugs.

So I said to my colleagues this morn-
ing and I say to the administration and
anybody else, Mr. Speaker, that might
be paying attention, that if there is a
war on drugs, I missed it. And if we do
not really have a war on drugs, then let
us declare a war on drugs. We could put
an aircraft carrier off the coast of
Peru, load it up with a herbicide called
tebucyron, or spike, and at 5 o’clock in
the morning take off and fly up and
down the Upper Yuagua Valley and
drop these little pellets that are envi-
ronmentally safe. We could do the
same thing in Bolivia. We would have
to fly a little bit further. But we could
knock out 90 percent of the world’s
coca production in a week. I hope ev-
erybody is listening. In 1 week we
could knock out 90 percent of the
world’s coca production. Now if you do
not have coca, you cannot make coca
paste, and if you do not have coca
paste, you cannot make crack cocaine
or cocaine. All of the chemicals that
they use to perfect coca paste and
make crack cocaine that is dumped
into the tributaries that is going into
the Amazon River and the other rivers
down there, that will no longer be
going into those rivers, thus infecting
the environment and killing the envi-
ronment.

So I would like to say to my col-
leagues today, if we really wanted to
stop cocaine, or if we really want to de-
stroy the poppy plants and heroin use
in this country, we know where they
are producing it. All we have to do is
have the guts to go in there and de-
stroy it. And we have the ability to do
it.

Now, the State Department, I talked
to them about it, and they said well,
we cannot violate the territorial sanc-
tity of a sovereign nation, meaning we
cannot go across the border of Peru or
Bolivia without their permission.

What are they going to do, shoot
down our planes? Of course they would
not do that. The fact of the matter is
the war on drugs really is not a war on
drugs; it is a hollow political state-
ment that does not mean a darn thing.
And we are spending billions of dollars
nipping around the edges and our kids

continue to be infected with this sort
of thing.
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We could deal with it very quickly.

So I want to say to my colleagues, in
closing, there is a way to deal with it.
Go down there and destroy the coca
plants and they will not make crack
cocaine. They will not make cocaine,
and it will send a tremendous signal to
the drug cartels around the world, and
that is, if they plant that stuff, we are
going to destroy it.

Now, some of my colleagues say,
well, then they will start making de-
signer drugs in the United States. Well,
if they do that, we can nail them at
their laboratories because we will be
able to pinpoint those. Now we know
where the coca is coming from and we
are not doing a darn thing about it, and
it is a crying shame because it is kill-
ing American citizens.
f

TRIBUTE TO SAM RAGAN
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

DICKEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from North
Carolina [Mrs. CLAYTON] is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a great journal-
ist, a great poet, a great North Caro-
linian, a great American—Sam
Ragan—who died Saturday, May 11,
1996.

Born, Samuel Talmadge Ragan, 80
years ago in Granville County, Sam
was devoted to his wife of 56 years,
Marjorie, their two daughters, Tal-
madge and Nancy, his two grand-
children Robin and Eric, his family and
a host of friends. He was also devoted
to his community, to North Carolina
and the people who call them home.

Consider his poem:
THE MARKED AND UNMARKED

I cannot say upon which luminous evening
I shall go out beyond the stars,
To windless spaces and unmarked time,
Turning nights to days and days to nights.

This is the place where I live.
I planted this tree.
I watched it grow.
The leaves fall and I scuff them with my

feet.
This is the street on which I walk,
I have walked it many times.
Sometimes it seems there are echoes of my

walking—

In the mornings, in the nights,
In those long evenings of silence and stars
—the unmarked stars.

During his life Sam marked the way
for those who would come after him.
His résumé was long, varied, and im-
pressive. His accolades and awards too
numerous to list. After college gradua-
tion, he began his career in journalism
when journalists were men of letters.

As an editor in Wilmington, NC,
early in his career, when Sam needed a
sportswriter, he hired a young man
named David Brinkley. In 1941, Sam
joined the Raleigh News and Observer
as State editor.

During World War II, he served in
Army Intelligence for 3 years and then
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returned to the News and Observer in
1946, where he became the managing
editor in 1948. From 1957 to 1968 he
served as the executive news editor for
the News and Observer and the Raleigh
Times.

In 1968, he moved to Southern Pines
and purchased the Pilot Newspaper;
serving as editor, publisher, and busi-
ness manager until his death. Under
his stewardship, the paper grew from a
weekly with circulation of 3,000 to a
twice-a-week newspaper with circula-
tion of 16,000.

Former Gov. Terry Sanford said
‘‘Sam Ragan was one of North Caroli-
na’s treasures. He was a crusading edi-
torial force at the News and Observer
where he fought for the improvement
of education, the elimination of racial
injustice and the broadening of eco-
nomic opportunities.

In 1972, North Carolina led the Na-
tion by creating the first State cabi-
net-level position for the arts. Sam
Ragan was appointed as the first sec-
retary of cultural resources by then
Gov. Bob Scott who said he appointed
Sam because he embodied the perfect
mix of businessman, manager, and art-
ist.

In 1982, Gov. Jim Hunt appointed
Sam Ragan North Carolina ‘‘Poet Lau-
reate for Life.’’ He was only the third
person to hold the honorary title.

Sam’s tall frame, flowing white hair,
trademark bow tie and fedora hat,
made it easy, even for those who did
not know him, to pick him out of the
crowd. He had an affinity for people
which was readily acknowledged and
returned by those who met him.

Sam always found a moment to
speak with a visiting tourist, a stu-
dent, or a local resident, who dropped
by his office to visit; along with the
civic leaders, business leaders, political
candidates and elected officials who
sought his counsel.

Those who are acquainted with Sam
Ragan’s professional activities are
fully aware that as an editor he fash-
ioned a distinguished career of record-
ing and examining newsworthy events.
How remarkable, then, that in his po-
etry he focused on ordinary people, the
small incidents of daily life, the quiet
unfolding of nature—events that never
rated a headline. His unique talent
transformed simple everyday occur-
rences. He made ordinary people spe-
cial and special people ordinary.

Throughout his life, Sam used his in-
domitable spirit, his influence and his
opinion to steadfastly champion the
arts. He enriched our literary, cultural,
and journalistic heritage and the qual-
ity of our life.

To paraphrase our beloved poet lau-
reate:
And sometimes remembering is all we have.

Other sights and sounds
Flood the memories
of someone very special.
Sam, you had a wonderful journey,
And it’s the journey that counts,
Not the getting there.
Here in Washington the azaleas are in bloom

Across the miles I am proud
and others share my pride in you—
The very special you.

Mr. Speaker, Sam Ragan was truly a
Renaissance man, a man for all times.
How fortunate we are that he graced
our time.

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD
the following information from ‘‘Who’s
Who in America’’ regarding Samuel
Talmadge Ragan.

WHO’S WHO IN AMERICA 1996

Ragan, Samuel Talmadge, newspaper edi-
tor, publisher, educator, poet laureate; b.
Berea, N.C., Dec. 31 1915; s. William Samuel
and Emma Clare (Long) R., m. Marjorie
Usher, Aug. 19, 1939; children: Nancy, Ann
Talmadge. A.B., Atlantic Christian Coll.,
1936, Litt.D., 1972; Litt.D., U.N.C., 1987;
D.Letters, Meth. Coll., 1980; D.Lit., St. An-
drews Coll., 1987. Newspaperman in N.C. and
Tex., 1936—; mng. editor, author column
Southern Accent in Raleigh (N.C.) News and
Observer, 1948–69, exec. editor Raleigh News
and Observer, also Raleigh Times, 1957–69;
editor pub., author column The Pilot, South-
ern Pines, N.C., 1969–; sec. N.C. Dept. Arts,
Culture and History, 1972–73; conductor pro-
gram, commentator sta. WTVD, Durham,
1969–; spl. lectr contemporary issues N.C.
State U., 1959-68; dir. Writer’s Workshop,
1963–; instr. creative writing St. Andrews
Coll., 1970–, Sandhills Coll., 1969–; cons. edi-
tor St. Andrews Rev., Pembroke Mag. Au-
thor: (collected poems) The Tree in the Far
Pasture, 1964, To the Water’s Edge, 1971,
Journey Into Morning, 1981, In the Begin-
ning, 1985; The Democratic Party: Its Aims
and Purposes, 1961, The New Day, 1964, Free
Press and Fair Trial, 1967, (with Elizabeth S.
Ives) Back to Beginnings, 1969. In the Begin-
ning (with Thad Stem Jr.), 1984, A Walk Into
April, 1986, Collected Poems, 1990, Editor:
Weymouth Anthology, 1987; Contbr. editor;
World Book Ency., 1964–; author articles,
poems. Pres. Friends Coll., Inc., N.C. State,
1961–62; mem. N.C. Library Resources Com.,
N.C. Govt. Reorgn. Comm., 1970–; moderator
N.C. Writers Forum of Charlotte,, 1963–;
Trustee N.C. Sch. Arts, 1963–72; mem. N.C.
Adminstrn. of Justice Council, 1964–, chmn.,
1980–83; bd dirs N.C. Symphony Soc., 1975-79.
Served with AUS, 1943–46, PTO. Recipient
N.C. Tercentenary Poetry award, 1963. Spl.
Citation for Contbns. to Journalism Atlantic
Christian Coll., North Caroliniana Soc.
award, 1981, Disting. Svc. medal DAR, 1974,
Edward Arnold Young award, 1981, Disting.,
Svc. medal DAR, 1974, Edward Arnold Young
award for Poetry, 1965, 72, 91, Morrison award
for contbns. to arts N.C., 1976, N.C. award for
achievements in arts, 1979, R. Hunt Parker
award for contbns. to lit., 1987, N.C. Artists
awarded United Arts Coun., 1990, Caldwell
award for contbns, and achievements in hu-
manities, N.C. Humanities Coun., 1993; in-
ducted into N.C. Journalism Hall of Fame,
1984; appointed Poet Laureate N.C. for life,
1982. Mem. N.C. Lit. Forum (moderator 1956–
), N.C. Writers Conf. (chmn. 1962–63), Eastern
N.C. Press Assn. (past pres.), N.C. Press Assn.
(pres. 1973–74), Asso. Press Mng. Editors
Assn. (dir. gen. chmn. continuing studies
1961, sec. 1962, v.p. 1963, pres 1964), Am. Soc.
Newspaper Editors (dir., chmn. freedom of
info. com. 1968), Roanoke Island Hist. Soc.
(dir), N.C. News Council (past pres.), N.C.
Arts Council (chmn. 1967–72), Am. Newspaper
Pubs. Assn., N.C. Lit. and Hist. Assn. (pres.
1977), Friends of Weymouth (pres. 1979–84),
Sigma Delta Chi. Democrat. Presbyterian.
Club: Sandhills Kiwanis (Southern Pines);
Builders Cup 1985. Homes:255 Hill Rd South-
ern Pines NC 28387–6633 Office: 145 W Penn-
sylvania Ave Southern Pines NC 28387–5428

APPRECIATION FOR ALL WHO
FOUGHT RECENT NEW MEXICO
FOREST FIRES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Mexico [Mr. RICHARD-
SON] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker,
imagine being face to face with a pow-
erful beast that can frighten the most
ferocious bear. This beast is a forest
fire, and the U.S. Forest Service has re-
cently confronted two immense fires in
northern New Mexico. The U.S. Forest
Service in our State has done a splen-
did job in containing these two fires
and they deserve great credit.

I want to express my appreciation to
Chip Cartwright, the regional forester
in New Mexico; Leonard Lucero, the
head of the Carson Forest; Al Defler,
head of the Santa Fe Forest; and Gary
Schiff of the Forest Service, whose
well-executed planning led to the con-
tainment of these fires which threat-
ened our communities and our treas-
ured forests in New Mexico.

I also want to include for the RECORD
a step-by-step analysis of exactly what
the Forest Service has to do to contain
a forest fire, and I will submit that in-
formation for the RECORD.

The statement highlights the mission
of the Forest Service, which involved
air attacks, the safe evacuation of resi-
dents, the coordination of hundreds of
firefighting crews, and the overall ex-
ceptional communication that was co-
ordinated by the Service. All this was
being done while fire was burning on
very steep slopes with high fuel loads,
strong wind gusts, and unseasonably
hot and dry weather.

Over 7,000 acres were burned. Entire
communities were threatened by the
fires, which creates a tremendous
amount of stress that Forest Service
officials must endure while making on-
the-spot decisions. One decision in-
cluded an ordered evacuation of the
residents of Lama in northern Taos
County.

As the raging storm headed their way
it was critical that the evacuation was
handled in an orderly and calm fashion.
Most individuals worked around the
clock fighting both fires, which oc-
curred one after the other. Gary Lov-
ing, for example, just completed his du-
ties as incident commander for the
Dome fire in the Santa Fe when he was
called to duty in the Carson.

While our Federal employees who
manage public lands have been the sub-
ject of much criticism, now is the right
time to acknowledge them for their
true dedication and devoting to their
duties as protectors of the land.

Before I close, I also want to mention
the wonderful efforts of the volunteer
firefighting organizations, New Mexico
forestry officials, Federal, State, and
local agencies, the Red Cross, the resi-
dents of Lama and Red River, Questa,
Taos, White Rock, Jemez, Los Alamos,
and Santa Fe, and everyone who gave
their time toward fighting these fires.
These individuals have shown an entire
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