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States House of Representatives and to each
Member of the Arizona Congressional Dele-
gation.”

POM-593. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

‘“SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 19

“Whereas, Vernon, Beauregard, and the
surrounding parishes rely heavily on the
continuing economic support of Fort Polk;
and

“Whereas, the potential transfer of por-
tions of the Kisatchie National Forest should
ensure the stability and permanence of the
Fort Polk military base and possibly lead to
its future expansion; and

“Whereas, the potential transfer of lands
of the Kisatchie National Forest should not
result in the expropriation of any privately
owned property; and

“Whereas, if Congress transfers these
lands, there should be no infringement upon
private landowners’ rights to their property
by the military presence; and

‘“Whereas, the stewardship of the lands of
Kisatchie National Forest should remain
with the United States Forest Service in the
event of such land transfer; and

“Whereas, if the transfer occurs, Fort Polk
should ensure that the forest lands be sub-
ject to periodic inspection by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to address envi-
ronmental concerns; and

“Whereas, if Congress transfers the lands,
Fort Polk should use the land for maneu-
vering exercises without the use of live artil-
lery or toxins which may endanger the pub-
lic and indigenous wildlife; and

“Whereas, if the land transfer occurs, Fort
Polk will give the public access to the forest
at times it deems prudent: therefore, be it

“Resolved, That the Legislature of Lou-
isiana memorializes the Congress of the
United States to transfer certain portions of
the lands of the Kisatchie National Forest to
the Fort Polk military base provided that
the viability of the military base is ensured,
that there will be no infringement upon
property owners’ rights to their land, and
that environmental concerns will be ad-
dressed; be it further

‘“‘Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana congres-
sional delegation.”

POW-5%. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of New Hampshire
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

‘““HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

“Whereas, much of New Hampshire’s air
pollution results from air pollutants and
their precursors transported into the state
from upwind sources including electricity
generation stations; and

‘“Whereas, the Energy Policy Act of 1992
requires the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) to implement increased
competition in the electric utility industry,
but does not relieve FERC or other federal
agencies of their responsibility and obliga-
tion to act in the public interest and to care-
fully review and mitigate critical environ-
mental and health impacts that may result
from open access to transmission services;
and

“Whereas, FERC’s draft Environmental
Impact Statement on its Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking Promoting Wholesale Competi-
tion Through Open Access Non-Discrimina-
tory Transmission Service by Public Utili-
ties (the ‘“Mega-NOPR”), asserts that sizable
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increases in air pollution could occur due to
a shift from cleaner generation sources to
cheaper and dirtier generators, but then
greatly underestimates FERC’s obligation to
mitigate the impact of its proposed Mega-
NOPR actions, by selecting an inappropriate
base case which assumes incremental imple-
mentation of the same policy of open trans-
mission access, instead of selecting the more
appropriate base case of no action and cur-
rent air quality trends; and

‘“Whereas, there is sufficient underutilized
electric generating capacity in midwestern
states, subject to much lower air emissions
standards than competitors in northeastern
states, so that implementing open trans-
mission access, without more appropriate,
comparable and equitable environmental
regulation, could result in increased elec-
tricity generation in midwestern states and
significant additional air pollution transport
to northeastern states; and

“Whereas, federal air pollution regulation
of electric generators has too often been in-
appropriately based almost exclusively on
air quality in the vicinity of the generator,
without sufficient consideration of the ef-
fects of transport of pollutants to downwind
areas; and

‘“Whereas, a considerable burden has been
placed on New Hampshire by its designation
as part of the Ozone Transport Region delin-
eated by the Clean Air Act Amendments of
1990, despite considerable evidence that New
Hampshire’s exceedances of federal ambient
air quality standards are overwhelmingly
due to transported air pollution from upwind
states; and

‘“Whereas, New Hampshire’s electric rates
have been much higher than the national av-
erage for many years, a substantial cause of
which has been New Hampshire’s pursuit
over many Yyears of lesser-polluting elec-
tricity sources as alternatives to construc-
tion of additional lower-cost, higher pol-
luting coal-fired stations; and

‘“Whereas, New Hampshire, as a result of
its Reasonably Available Control Tech-
nology (RACT) requirements for its own
electrical generating stations, has shown
that state-of-the-art selective catalytic re-
duction (SCR) RACT equipment installed at
New Hampshire’s largest coal-fired electrical
generating station is a cost-effective method
for reducing emissions of oxides of nitrogen
(NOx), and would be cost-effective in other
states as well; and

‘“Whereas, the costs for upwind electric
generators to make similar source emission
reductions, particularly in coal-fired sta-
tions, typically appear to be significantly
smaller than the costs to northeastern states
to compensate for transported air pollution
by imposing more expensive mitigation
measures on other sources of pollution; and

‘“Whereas, such source mitigation costs
also appear to be only a small fraction of the
potential additional revenue from increased
generation by low cost coal-fired generators
as a result of FERC’s Mega-NOPR; and

‘“Whereas, Governor Stephen Merrill indi-
cated in a July 20, 1995 letter to EPA Admin-
istrator Carol Browner that New Hampshire
is not willing to subsidize the economy, envi-
ronment, health and quality of life of upwind
states at the expense of those aspects of its
own citizens’ lives; and

‘“Whereas, the state of New Hampshire
would strongly prefer to avoid suing the fed-
eral government and upwind states to take
actions to mitigate increased air pollution
resulting from FERC’s actions, pursuant to
the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 and
the National Environmental Policy Act:
Now, therefore, be it

‘““Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court convened:

“That the state of New Hampshire peti-
tions the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-

S6223

mission to implement open access to trans-
mission services and increased competition
in the electric utility industry in a manner
that supports and furthers the goals of envi-
ronmental improvement, such as by stipu-
lating that all electricity generators trans-
mitting power under FERC open access rules
comply with equitable and appropriate envi-
ronmental regulation to reduce interstate
transport of air pollutants; and

“That the state of New Hampshire further
petitions the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, the Council on Environ-
mental Quality, the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, the Congress, and the
President of the United States to work to-
gether to ensure that increased competition
in electricity markets be truly full, free, and
fair, including equitable and appropriate en-
vironmental regulation, based on com-
parable scientific criteria, for all electricity
generators and consumers; and to carefully
consider as alternatives to existing regu-
latory controls, innovative market-driven
forms of environmental regulation, such as
valuing the costs of pollution and using pol-
lution control offsets; and

“That copies of this resolution, signed by
the president of the senate, the speaker of
the house, and the governor be forwarded by
the house clerk to each member of the New
Hampshire Congressional delegation, the
President of the United States, the President
Pro-Tempore of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality; and

“That this resolution is intended to be
read in conjunction with HB 1392, which es-
tablishes principles for restructuring the
New Hampshire utility industry, if and when
it has been signed into law.”

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROTH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, with amendments:

H.R. 3286. A bill to help families defray
adoption costs, and to promote the adoption
of minority children (Rept. No. 104-279).

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

H.R. 419. A bill for the relief of Benchmark
Rail Group, Inc..

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:

H.R. 15633. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to increase the penalty for es-
caping from a Federal prison.

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

S. Res. 226. A resolution to proclaim the
week of October 13 through October 19, 1996,
as ‘‘National Character Counts Week.”

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:

S. 1559. A Dbill to make technical correc-
tions to title 11, United States Code, and for
other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, for
the Committee on Armed Services, I
report favorably the attached listing of
nominations. Those identified with a
double asterisk (**) are to lie on the
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