June 25, 1996

First of all, I think the arrogance of
power on that side has been very dif-
ficult to deal with. The arrogance of
power when they said, We will shut
down Government rather than talk to
people or deal with people or com-
promise or negotiate. 1 do not think
women like that kind of arrogance of
power and they are not going to forget
the constant Government shutdowns
and all the waste of money that went
on during that period.

But let me talk about some of the
other things this report is going to
show. It is talking about family plan-
ning. Family planning survived in this
Congress by one vote. That is about as
close as you can get. Increasing the
minimum wage. The majority of the
people on the minimum wage happen to
be women, many of them single women
trying to support a family. We have
been for raising it and they have not.

Domestic violence: The prior Con-
gress we had a unanimous vote to start
trying to do something about domestic
violence and violence against women in
this country. One of the first things
that they attempted to do this year
was cut the funding, cut it very se-
verely. We got some of it back; we did
not get all of it back. But it tells you
where they really want to go, if they
could.

Let us talk about the extreme cuts in
Medicare and Medicaid that were at-
tempted that would really gut those
programs and leave an awful lot of peo-
ple hanging out there. And then there
was the launch on the school lunch
program. | could not believe anybody
would launch on school lunches. Every-
body knows that children do much bet-
ter if they are fed and if they have
strong nutrition.

And then Head Start. My city of Den-
ver got forced with Head Start cuts and
they had to make a decision, did they
throw kids out that were in the Head
Start Program so they would have
enough money to do the whole year or
did they leave all the Kkids in that were
in and then just go until they ran out
of money? They opted for B, and they
have already had to shut Head Start
down. It did not make it until the end
of the year. They ran out of money.

I cannot believe we are doing that to
3-year-olds. Three-year-olds are our fu-
ture; they are the 21st century. Yet in
Denver we had to tell them, no.

So women, | think, according to El-
eanor, as she says it, it is up to the
women, have got to hold Members ac-
countable for their votes. We cannot
let Members go around and say, we
know we voted against women but
after all, we are women, so do not hold
it against us. | think you could hold it
against them all the more. Because |
think that women should be the par-
ticular advocates on this floor explain-
ing why day care choices are needed,
why dependent care choices for elderly
family members who may need adult
supervision during the day are needed,
why families need more tax relief, why
families need family medical leave,
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which is something Members on the
other side did not want to back, why
families need help, not a lot of help but
they need some relief in lifting the
pressure that they are feeling come
down on them in this new global econ-
omy we are in.

I hope many people can get to that
press conference. We are going to be
talking back because Eleanor told us
to.

SIDS INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. FOLEY] is recognized during morn-
ing business for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
I had the pleasure of speaking before
the fourth SIDS international con-
ference taking place in Bethesda, MD.

This conference brought together re-
searchers, health professionals, and
parents from around the world to dis-
cuss recent and future efforts in the
fight against sudden infant death syn-
drome.

SIDS is the No. 1 cause of death
among infants between the ages of 1
week and 1 year, striking infants of all
countries and cultures.

This tragic disease is responsible for
the death of over 6,000 babies in the
United States each year.

The sudden death of a child is a pain-
ful experience for any parent, espe-
cially when the infant is otherwise
healthy and there is no apparent expla-
nation for the child’s death.

The good news is we have found ways
to lower the risks of SIDS and we are
now closer than ever to understanding
the underlying causes of this condition.

My personal interest in SIDS stems
from my work as a Florida State Sen-
ator when | met Stephanie Quick, a
mother who had lost her son, Michael,
to SIDS.

Michael was just 2 months old when
he passed away. At the time of his
death, there were few, if any, services
in Florida available to families such as
Stephanie’s who had suffered such a
tragic and unexplainable loss.

Since that meeting when | first
learned about SIDS, | have worked on
State legislation and public education
efforts promoting research, support
services for grieving families, training
for first responders, and guidelines for
death scene protocol.

Last year in Congress I, along with
Senators HOLLINGS and STEVENS, spon-
sored the first congressional SIDS
briefing to promote SIDS awareness by
educating our colleagues and their
staff about research and prevention ef-
forts.

This even focused attention on the
national ‘“Back to Sleep’” campaign
which encourages the placement of
healthy babies on their back or side to
sleep.

Today, more and more parents are
taking preventive steps such as this to
lower the risks of SIDS.
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Preliminary studies of the Back to
Sleep campaign indicate the number of
SIDS deaths in the United States is de-
clining.

This is an important finding that re-
flects similar reports from other coun-
tries which have also seen a drop in
SIDS deaths when babies are placed on
their back to sleep.

While this news is very encouraging,
more work is necessary if we are to
reach our goal of eliminating SIDS.

The National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development is the
Federal agency responsible for health
care research in the area of SIDS.

A recent study revealed that a brain
defect in some SIDS babies could inter-
fere with normal respiratory activity
in infants and play a part in SIDS
deaths.

This important finding underscores
the critical need for congressional sup-
port of federally funded research and
will provide us with valuable knowl-
edge in the fight against SIDS.

It is my hope that our continued
commitment to SIDS research will
shed new light on the mystery behind
SIDS and bring us closer to finding a
cure to this cruel and tragic condition.
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I would like to take a moment to es-
pecially thank my legislative aid,
Cherie Lott, who has worked so tire-
lessly on bringing this issue to the
forefront of the U.S. Congress. | think
it can prove, without question, that
this Congress is committed to caring
for our children, caring for our parents
and to maintain the best possible
health care for all Americans.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROHRABACHER). Pursuant to clause 12 of
rule I, the House stands in recess until
12 noon.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 17
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 12 noon.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LINDER) at 12 noon.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

We pray for the gift of vision, O God,
for we know that when there is no vi-
sion, individuals and families and insti-
tutions do not thrive. Just as the flow-
er receives its nourishment from the
Sun and the soil, so the human spirit is
nourished by a vision of Your presence
in our lives and the support we receive
from Your abiding care. We pray, O
gracious God, that whatever our con-
cerns or whatever our needs or what-
ever our hopes and dreams, we may re-
alize the strength and comfort that
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comes when we open our hearts to Your
love. This is our earnest prayer. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HAN-
cock] come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HANCOCK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
HONORABLE BILL EMERSON

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, over the
weekend we were saddened to learn of
the death of one of our colleague, BiLL
EMERSON. from the great State of Mis-
souri. Many of the Members know that
BiLL had been fighting a battle with
cancer over the last 10 months. BiILL
lost that battle over the weekend.

BiLL served here in Congress for al-
most 16 years, having first started in
1954 as a page here in the House, then
going on to work for various Members
as a staffer here on Capitol Hill. He
served on the Committee on Agri-
culture, he served on the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and
he had a career-long interest in the
issue of hunger, serving as the ranking
minority member on the Select Com-
mittee on Hunger, and then going on to
be the cochairman of the Hunger Task
Force here in the Congress. His inter-
est in hunger was certainly for those in
a domestic purpose here in our country
and also around the world.

I share with all of our Members our
grief in losing our dear friend BiLL. We
send our condolences to Jo Ann and
BiLL’s four children, and ask them to
remember that BiLL EMERSON was our
friend, our colleague, and someone we
dearly loved.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE U.S.
REPRESENTATIVE, BILL EMERSON

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to my friend BiLL
EMERSON, who died Saturday night at
the Bethesda Naval Hospital.

BiLL was a truly outstanding legisla-
tor who was a great credit to Missouri
and to our Nation. He made public
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service his life. He reflected all that is
good in the political arena. Although
he was of one political party and | of
another, this fact never interfered with
our friendship.

He stood by his principles and fought
hard, but political differences never be-
came personal with him.

He was a person filled with honor,
one whose word was good. He reflected
the people in his district. He was so
proud of Missouri. He was also so very
proud of his alma mater, Westminster
College in Fulton, MO.

The country lost an excellent Con-
gressman, Missouri lost an excellent
Representative, and | lost a warm
friend.

I know that all of my colleagues join
me in extending condolences to his
wife, Jo Ann, and to his daughters Eliz-
abeth, Abigail, Victoria, and Kath-
arine.

IN MEMORY OF THE LATE BILL
EMERSON

(Mr. HANCOCK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HANCOCK. Mr. Speaker, one
minute to express my personal feelings
concerning the passing of our col-
league, the Honorable BiLL EMERSON
from Missouri, is very difficult.

BiLL EMERSON was a good friend, a
trusted confidant, and a great Amer-
ican. He was dedicated to his maker,
his family, and to the institution of the
U.S. Congress where he served for al-
most 6 years.

BiLL exemplified the qualities of
honor and integrity that some would
say is now lacking in public elected of-
ficials. BiLL accepted people as they
are and overlooked the frailties of
human nature. This is why he will be
sorely missed as a voice of reasonable
accommodation.

All of us who had the privilege of
knowing and working with BiLL EMER-
SoN will remember his positive atti-
tude.

My sincerest regrets and sympathy
to Jo Ann Emerson and all his family.
They will be remembered in our pray-
ers.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
HONORABLE BILL EMERSON

(Mr. POSHARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, | have
known BiLL EMERSON for nearly 20
years. | worked with BiLL closely for
the past 12 years. He was one of the
most solid people that I know. He was
common sense, he was decency. He ex-
emplified the principle of integrity in
this body and in his life as much as
anyone | have ever known.

Some years ago, BiLL and | shared a
problem between our districts. We
needed to keep an old bridge open to
Chester, IL, over the troubled waters of
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the Mississippi River. We worked to-
gether. The bridge is still open today,
still serving the basic needs of the peo-
ple of our districts.

The old bridge symbolizes for me in
many ways the life of BiLL EMERSON.
BiLL was always reaching out, always
trying to help, always building bridges
over troubled waters somewhere in his
life. 1 do not know that BiLL ever real-
ly demanded a political solution. He
was too interested in practical solu-
tions to help his people and to help this
country. | will forever be grateful for
his true sense of bipartisanship.

| offer my condolences to his family
on this day. We will miss BILL a great
deal in this body.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
HONORABLE BILL EMERSON

(Mr. CHAMBLISS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to salute my dear friend, BiLL
EMERSON. BILL EMERSON represented
honesty, decency and integrity in this
body in a very bipartisan way. Through
my many conversations with BiLL EM-
ERSON, | learned to understand that
BiLL had his priorities in order. BiLL
loved this institution and he loved his
country. But above all else, BiLL loved
his God, and he loved his family. 1
thank God for the opportunity to have
served with BiLL EMERSON in this body
for the past 18 months. Because of the
opportunity to serve with BiLL EMER-
SON, those of us who knew BiLL will be
better Members of this body. But above
all else, we will be better citizens.

REMEMBERING BILL EMERSON

(Mr. POMEROY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, | came
down here with a text on one of the
many issues before this country. | am
putting that text away, because | too
want to reflect upon BiLL EMERSON and
publicly express my deep sympathy to
his family.

I served on the Agriculture Commit-
tee with BiLL EMERSON for the last two
sessions. He was without question a
tough Republican and we banged heads.
Sometimes we banged heads hard. But
BiLL EMERSON was a man with a very
big heart. He has left me with three
impressions that | will particularly re-
member:

The first, he was a man of strong
faith. | remember vividly when he pre-
sided over the National Prayer Break-
fast in 1993, my first year in Congress.

Second, he was a man that ap-
proached the duties of a legislator with
professionalism. When we would bang
heads, we would walk out of commit-
tee, and that would be the end of it. We
were each trying to do the best we
could, we understood that about each
other, and our policy differences never
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